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VD the treaty of Ilababad, concluded the 1th of Auguſt 1760 between 


Lord Clive and Sujah Dowla, Nabob of Owde, and Vizir of the em- 
pire; it was agreed that the province of Korah, and part of Illahabad 
ſhould be ceded to his Majeſty Shah Aalum, (the great Mogul) as a 
royal demeſne for the ſupport of his dignity and expences ; and reciprocal 
agreements to defend each other's dominions were entered into, with this 


condition, that if the Engliſh forces ſhould be employed in Sujah Dowla's 


fervice, he was to pay their extraordinary expences during ſuch employ- 
ment. . | * . "4 11 | X 

The King (Shah Aalum) having withdrawn from the friendſhip of 
the Company, had thrown himſelf into the arms of the Marattas, who in 
the beginning of the year 1772, invaded the country of the Rohillas, which 
lays between their dominions, and thoſe of Sujah Dowla. Alarmed at this 
movement, the Vizir demanded immediate aſſiſtance from the commander 
of our army on his frontiers. He accordingly ſent a brigade into the 
province of Owde, whoſe march occaſioned the Marattas to give up their 
enterprize, and enabled the Vizir to conclude a treaty with the chiefs of the 
Rohillas, by which they engaged to pay him 40 lacks of rupees (about half 
a million ſterling) in conſideration of his driving the Marattas out of their 


country. In the aid thus afforded to the Vizir, the Preſident and Council 


adhered ſtrictly to the defenſive line, preſcribed by the treaty of Illahabadzzand 
by the Directors orders; and their opinion of the neceſſity to purſue that 
ſyſtem, appears by the following paragaplis, in their letters of the gth of 
September, and 1oth of November 1772. 9 . 3 


« Since this, in conſideration of the ſum of 40 lacks, the Vizir has con- Sept, $5, 1772+ 
epart= 
ment, 2d Para- 


part sb. 


cluded a treaty with the Rohillas, by which he engages to take an active 
8 8 * 


3 2 1 ä 7 
part in their defence, and he has made a formal requiſition of our aſſiſtance, to 
protect him from its conſequences; we cannot look upon ourſelves as bound 
either by treaty, or the principles of ſound policy, to engage with him in diſtant 


ſchemes, either of intereſt or ambition, and we ſignified theſe ſentiments to him 
through the preſident*, who, on a matter of this importance, communicated 


with the Board at large. We have, however, given the Vizir to underſtand, that 
we mean to hold our treaties with him inviolate; and though we difap- 


prove of offenſive meaſures, that we mean to grant him an effectual ſup- 
port within the limits of his own dominions; what his final determination 
will be, we cannot yet gueſs, but you may reſt aſſured that we mean moſt 


ſtedfaſtly to adhere to the line you have laid down for us, and to avoid, 


Nov. 10, 1772, 
Select Commit- 
tee, 17th para- 


graph, 


Nov. IO, 1772. 
Se ect Commit- 
tee, 20th para- 
graph, 


| Nov. 10, 1772. 
Governor and 
Council, iſt pa- 


ragraph. 


without abſolute neceſſity, all military operations, foreign to the immediate 
defence of theſe provinces, and thoſe of your ally.“ 


„The Preſident, with the concurrence of the Board, informed the via 2d e 


as he expected very ſhortly to receive ſuch inſtructions from his conſtituents, as 
might enable him to form ſome general plan of defence againſt the encroaching 
power of the Marattas, to include likewiſe the protection of their allies, nothing 


finally could be determined upon on his part, until theſe ſhould arrive; in the 


Hur time, that nothing more than a defenſive aſſiſtance could be granted 
OY, IS. | 3 N | 


2 In one point you may reſt aſſured of our unanimous concurrence, that no 
object or conſideration ſhall either tempt or compel us to paſs the political line 


which we have laid down for our operations with the Viair. We have told him, 


and repeated, that we will aſſiſt him with your force in the defence of 
his dominions againſt all invaders ; but that we 2 in any gffen- 
Give war, nor ſuffer your army to be carried beydhd the borders 4 his ter- 
ritory; and to this reſolution we will ſteadily adhere.“ | 
We only in this beg leave to aſſure you, that your adminiſtration here 
adopt, with ſincerity and ſatisfaction, the plan which you have preſcribed to us 
for our political tranſactions with the country powers; and we flatter ourſelves 
it would not be unpleaſing to you to find that, before your orders could reach 
us, we had acted in ſo much conformity to your ſentiments. The ſecurity 
and tranquillity of theſe provinces ſhall be the ultimate end of all our 
negociations; and you may truſt that we are too well aware of the rui- 
nous tendency of all ſchemes of conqueſt ever to adopt them, or ever to de- 
part from the abſolute line of ſelf-defence, unleſs impelled to it by the moſt 
obvious neceſſity and the immediate exigency of the circumſtance. How tar 
the ambitious temper of the Vizir may involve him in difficulties, from 


which it may require our exertions to extricate him, we cannot yet with any 


degree of certainty. foretel. In the mean time, you will obſerve, we have 


pertinaciouſly refuſed to engage ourſelves farther with him than in the paſſive: 


defence of his dominions, and in affording him that countenance and ſup- 


© Mr. Haſtings. | q 


5 


(8. 
port at his formal requiſition, which, by the nature of our connections and 
the faith of ſubſiſting treaties, we conceive ourſelves bound to beftow.”, 

About the end T the year 1772 the King made a grant of Korah and 
the diſtrict of Kurrah, or Kunra, to the Marattas, whoſe motions indicated 
an intention not only of taking poſſeſſion of thoſe diſtricts, but of renewing 
their invaſion of the Rohi las; and the Preſident and Council, under thoſe 
circumſtances, agreed to extend the line of their defenſive operations to 
Korah and the Rohilla country ; but ſtill under the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the 
| Court of Directors, that they ſhould adhere to a conduct ſtrictly defenſive, 
as appears by the following paragraphs in their letters of the 1oth December 
1772, and iſt and gift March 1773, 1 
In purſuance of our reſolutions on the operations of Suja Dowla, of 822 
which we duly adviſed you in our laſt, we iſſued orders for the march of the Council, 6h 
firſt brigade into that Prince's dominions, under the command of Colonel paiasrarh. 
Champion, wich the ſtricteſt injunctions not to ſuffer a ſingle Sepoy to paſs the 
line of his frontiers under any pretence whatſoever, | . 

„% You will be pleaſed to take notice of the many reſtrictions under which March 1, 1773. 
we have Jaid General, as to the object and extent of his operations; scene: 
cautious of giving the leaſt colour to the Marattas for charging us with being gab. 5 
the aggreſſors in the war, and equally ſtudious of avoiding all engagements 
which might involve us in diſtant connections unneceſſary to the defence of 
your poſſeſſions. N 7 | . 

* We ſtill act on the principles we ſet out, of protecting our allies, without 759: 9th para- 
forming any deſigns againſt other people. BY 2 F 

The abgntnents we have required from the Vizir, are objects of ſuch March 31, 2773. 
immediate concer to us, that we were neceffitated to inform the general, that 3 
we were reſolved to admit of no operation in concert with him, until they were 
firſt ſecured to us; and that ſhould he ſtill refuſe us theſe ſecurities, we have 
directed the General as above, to leave him without loſs of time, and make 
the defence of Korah his ſole buſineſs; for that no conſideration can make us 
depart from this reſolution, which he is to regard as fixed and unalterable. 

„We hope you will approve the rigour which we have obſerved on this 
occaſion, —We are ſorry to ſay, that although we have been compelled by in- 
diſpenſable meaſures to become parties in thoſe political conteſts, we ſcarce fee 
a poſſible advantage which can compenſate the hazard and expence which you 
muſt incur by them. — The ſum ſtipulated by the Vizir, for the monthly pay- 

ments of the extra charges of the brigade, although much exceeding what was 
formerly allowed for the like ſervice, is both inadequate to its importance,” 
and their pay ſtill continues a drain to your own provinces. Added to theſe 
conſiderations, the ſtipulated payments, ſcanty as they are, have been ſo tardily 
made, that we have been always compelled to make remittances for them, and 
have been ſubjected to other obvious inconveniences on this account. —lr is 
therefore to put an end to this practice, and to eſtabliſh a rule of punctuality 
in the future payments to be made for the aſſiſtance afforded by our army, that 
we have been thus peremptory ; we apprehend no danger df a refuſal; nor if 
it ſhould ſubject us to a performance of the alternative which we have threat- 
ened, will your affairs ſuffer any injury in its conſequence,?? © 
+08 * B 2 gn A bri- 
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[4-3 
A brigade of our army marched accordingly to Ramgaut, (about 60 miles 
within the Rohilla country,) and the Marattas never 'ventured to croſs the 
Ganges, but found ſufficient employment in their own inteſtine diviſions, 

The Rohilla country being thus freed from their incurſions, Sujah Dowla 
demanded payment of the forty lack, which the Rohillas evaded. He com- 
plained of this conduct to the Preſident, who thereupon wrote him the follow- 
ing letter, dated the 21ſt of April 1773. 


Fort William, 21ſt April, 177 3. 


e HAVE received your Excellency's letter, mentioning the particulars 
e of your operations againſt the Marattas; you promiſed to the General, 
ce that whenever the Marattas ſhould be driven out of the Rohilla country, 


* and Hafiz Rahmut Cawn ſhall fulfil his agreement of forty lacks of 


% rupees, you will give half that ſum to the Company; and that ſhould 
e the Rohilla Chiefs be guilty of a breach of their agreement, if we will 
« thoroughly exterminate them, and ſettle your Excellency in the country; 


Lg 


„ you will in that caſe pay the Company fifty lacks of rupees in ready 


* money, and exempt them from the King's tribute. Upon the ſame ſubject 
the General has alſo written to me fully. Every circumſtance which you 


Lag 


e have written to me, I conſider as a proof of the cordial attachment which 
“ ſubſiſts between us, and of the confidence and reliance which you place 


in the friendſhip of the Engliſh Company.—But the points which you 


<« have propoſed require much conſideration, and the previous ratification of a 


« formal agreement, before I can aſſent to them, otherwiſe I might incur the 
“ diſpleaſure of my employers.—lr is true, that I have long thought, that the 
% union of the Rohilla country with yours, either by a ſure and permanent 
ce obligation of friendſhip, or by reducing it to obedience; if they ſhould 
render ſuch an attempt juſtifiable by any act of enmity or treachery, would 
« be an adviſable point for you to attain ;z | becauſe, by that means, the 
te defenſive line of your dominions would be completed, by including within 
it, all the land lying on that ſide the river Ganges, and you would be 
in no danger from an attack on that quarter, whenever the Marattas ſhould 
«© commit diſturbances in another. But it appears to me, that this is an 


a 


c 


ov 


object not to be attained by an occaſional view of that country, and its 
<< diſtance from the province of Bengal will not admit of the continuance of 


« the Engliſh forces longer than the period which remains of dry weather ; 


« you will pleaſe to remember, they were ſent for your aſſiſtance, and to 
« defend the province of Korah againſt the Marattas. Thus far only I am 
« authoriſed, by the commands of my ſuperiors, to employ them beyond the 


« limits of their own poſſeſſions, and even this is the cauſe of a heavy loſs 
« and riſk to their affairs, eſpecially in the expences of their troops and 
ce ſtores, and in the abſence of ſo great a Pare of their force, which was 
« originally deſtined for the ſole defence the countries dependent on 
« Bengal, You have frequently repeated in your letters, the remark, that 


«© to wait till the enemy was at your door, and then to write for the aſſiſtance 


« of our forces, could anſwer no good purpoſe; but that every year the ſame 
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15 ] 
cauſe would require their return to the ſame ſervice, and paſs without 
ti effecting any purpoſe of real advantage. My friend, all this is true, but it 
% proceeds from the want of proper meaſures ,having been previouſly taken, 

and from the imperfect footing on which affairs between us have been 
eſtabliſhed. —The concern which the Company take in your ſafety, and 
the duties of friendſhip, which their commands and our own inclinations 
equally enjoin us to obſerve inviolably to their allies, and eſpecially to 
one ſo cloſely united by an approved attachment to them, would not ſuffer 
us to with-hold our aid when your affairs require it. But it has always been 
with reluctance that we have ſuffered the army to paſs the frontiers of our 
own country, becauſe the loſs and inconvenience attending it was certain 
and although joined with your forces, there is no cauſe to fear the moſt 
powerful efforts of our enemies, yet the events of war are at the diſpoſal of 
ce the Almighty, and the only fruits which che moſt ſplendid ſucceſs can afford 
us, are the reputation of having maintained the faith of alliance, in oppoſition 
« to every incentive of ſelf-intereſt and ſelf-defence. Thus circumſtanced, we 
are precluded from deriving any benefit from your ſupport, and ours can 
only afford you a relief from preſent danger, without any proviſion of future 
e ſecurity. For theſe reaſons, I have often wiſhed for a perſonal interview 
„ with you, for the purpoſe of removing difficulties, and perpetuating the 
alliance with your Excellency on terms more ſuitable to our mutual inte- 
“ reſts; your Excellency hath alſo repeatedly expreſſed the ſame inclination, I 
c therefore write, that if your affairs will at this ſeaſon admit of your giving 
me a meeting, I will haſten to obtain it as ſoon as I am able, after the 
receipt of your letter, in reply to this. If otherwiſe, I muſt wait for it at 
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„ ſome more diſtant period, as the affairs of this 2 will indiſpenſably 


require my preſence at this place after three or four months, and it is uncer- 
tain when | ſhall again have an interval of leiſure for ſuch a journey. In the 
mean time, your Excellency and the General are at a great diſtance from the 
province of Korah, and the affairs of that province require the preſence of a 
perſon on the behalf of the Company, to regulate and take charge of it, until 
it ſhall be hereafter determined in what manner it ſhall be finally diſpoſed 
of. I have judged it adviſeable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a gentleman 
of the Council at Calcutta, on this ſervice, and he will ſet out accordingly in 
a few days, which I hope you will approve.” . 
In conſequence of this letter, an interview with Sujah Dowla took place 
at Benarces, in the province of Owd, in Auguſt 177g; and previous to Mr. 
Haſtings's departure from Calcutta, inſtructions were given him by the 
Segel which were not entered on their minutes till after his return, hut 
were in the mean time depoſited in the hands of Mr. Alderſey, one of the 
Council. The only paſſage in them which relates to the Rohillas, is as 
follows: | | 

« We have found it neceſſary this ſeaſon, for the more effectual protec- 
tion of the Vizir's dominions, to extend our operations to the country of the 
„e Rohillas, on the north of the Ganges. We approve of your concerting with 
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ce 
« 
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« the Vizir any plan which may be neceſſary for his future ſecurity on that 

& fide, conſiſtently with the ſpirit of the Company's orders.” ; 

| The Preſident was attended upon this occaſion by Sir Robert Barker, Com- 

mander in Chief of the Company's forces, and by Meſſts. Lawrell and Van- 

| ſittart, of the Council, and Mr. Stuart their Secretary; but the negociation 

was conducted by himſelf alone, without even the help of an interpreter. It 

ended in a treaty with the Vizir, concluded the 7th September 1773, wherein 
it is recited, that the King, having abandoned the diſtricts ceded to him by 


[ the treaty of Illahabad, and granted Korah and Kunra to the Morattas, to 
| the great prejudice both of the Vizir and the Company, he has thereby for- 1 
| feited his right to the ſaid diſtricts, which have reverted to the Company from 8 | 
1 whom he received them; and it was thereby agreed, that, in confideration of Þ 
l fifty lack of rupees (about 600, ooo l. ſterling“) to be paid to the Company 1 
. by Inſtalments, the diſtricts of Korah, and Kunra, and Illahabad, ſhould be 'Y 
put in the poſſeſſion of the Vizir. And it was further agreed, that when- 4 
ever a brigade of the Company's troops ſhould be employed in defending 1 


the Vizir's dominions, he ſhould pay the ſum of rupees 2, 10, ooo (or about 
26, 000 J. ſterling) per month, for their expences ; which ſum was eſtimated 
to be ſufficient to defray the ſame, as well extraordinary as ordinary. 
On the roth of September 1773, Mr. Haſtings wrote to the Directors, 
informing them of this treaty, and diſpatched his letter over land, but took 
not the leaſt notice therein of any further engagement with the Vizir. He 
returned to Calcutta, and on the 4th of October 1773, communicated his 
tranſactions to his Council, in a minute of which the following extract is all 
that relates to the Vizir's views upon the Rohilla country. 5 5 
„The Vizir was at firſt very deſirous of the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh force, 
to put him in poſſeſſion of the Rohilla country, lying north of his dominions, 
and eaſt of the Ganges. This has long been a favourite object of his wiſhes, 
and you will recollect that the firſt occaſion of my late viſit was furniſhed 
by a propoſal of this kind. He had certainly juſt grounds of reſentment . 
againſt the chiefs of this nation; who had not only failed in their engage- 
ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his protection againſt the Morattas, 
but had actually ſupplied them with money, when they appeared in arms, 
againſt him, He offered to make the Company a conſideration for this ſervice 
of forty lacks of rupees, beſides the ſtipulated ſum for the expences of our 
troops; but he afterwards laid aſide this defigo, fearing that it would diſable 
him from fulfilling his engagements for Korah and Illahabad. The meaſures 
to be purſued for his ſecurity on that quarter, muſt therefore be determined 
: by future occurrences. I was pleaſed that he urged the ſcheme of this ex- 
| pedition no farther; as it would have led our troops to a diftance from our 
own borders, which I would wiſh ever to avoid, although there are powerful 


7 > 


arguments to recommend it.“ 3 Yee 3 
On the 12th of October 1773, the Preſident and Council tranſmitted 
information of theſe tranſactions to the Court of Directors, by a packet 
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expreſs, without the leſt mention of 5 * —— en been 
verbally entered i into. 


Lo 


On the 23d of October and 18th of Nor. 1773, the Preſident received 
the ONT N pe from the N 


Fron the Nun Sujah ul Dowlab, reveived 234 Oftober 1773. 


4 By the pap pers of intelligence 1 learn, mat Maals Sh, Serdar of the 
Deccan, has been aſſaſſinated by the order of Raganaut Row, who, I look 
upon it for certain, will fucceed him in the government. Copy of a paper con- 


cerning it I incloſe for your peruſal. I have now determined to take poſ- 


ſeſfion of the country in the Duabe, which formerly belonged to the Rohillas, 
and is now poſſeſſed by the Marattas ; for this pu woſe I ſhall ſhortly diſpatch 
my army thither, and ſhall follow myſelf. Should I therefore have occa- 
fion for the affiſtance of the Engliſh forces to carry on my operations in 


that country, I defire to know what is your pleaſure, whether you will let me 


have the forces when I ſhall call for them or you will not. If it be agreeable 
to. you to ſupply me w th them, it will be beſt and moſt proper, and ſignify 
the ſame to me, that I may immediately begin conſidering upon, and forming 


my plan of operations. Let me have your anſwer by and particularly to 


_ that! Gar OO mæafures e i 


| From the Nabob Saba bol received the 18th November | 1773. 


«| have before written to yau ſeveral letrers which you may have re- 


ceived. I have now learnt that Hafiz Rhamut Cawn and other Serdars have 


intentions of taking paſſeſſion of Uttawah, and the reſt of the country belong- 
ing to the Marattas; L therefore write to inform you, that if ſuch is their in- 
tention, I wilt not put up with it, but ſhall undoubtedly undertake an expe- 


dition againſt them; Sal in the firſt place, they have not made good a ſingle 


daum of the forty lacks af rupees, according to their agreement, and in the 
next, they are now going to take poſſeſſion of another country, This I will 
never ſubmit to, and am therefore determined to puniſh them, During our 
interview at Benares, we had ſome converſation on this ſubject; and it was 
then agreed on, that I ſhavld pay to the Company the ſum of forty lacks of 
rupees, after the expulſion of the Rohillas, and two lacks ten thouſand rupees 
monthly, on account of the Engliſh brigade, during my operations in the 
Rohilla country; and that I ſfiould, with the aſſiſtance of the Englith forces, 
endeavour to puniſſ and exterminate the Rohillas out of their country. If 
therefore theſe terms are agreeable ta you, I defire to know whether you will 
aſſiſt me with the Engliſh forces, or you wilb not. Leſt you ſhould want to diſ- 
cuſs and ſettle this matter anew, I now ſend you a ſeparate paper containing the 

| 8 points 
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points we before conferred upon, in order that you may come to a final deter- 
mination concerning them; for if you ſhould write to me, and wait my an- 
ſwers, much time will be loſt, ſhould I have occaſion to call for the aſſiſtance 
of the Engliſh forces. on this expedition, Whenever. I diſmiſs them, I 
will pay to the Company forty lacks of rupees ready. money, on condition of 
the entire expulſion of the Rohillas, and, during the time of their ſervice, the 
ſum of 2,10,000 rupees ſhall be paid to them monthly, on account of their 
expences; but one thing more I muſt mention, which is, whenever you ſhall 
ſend me thoſe troops, I hope that they may be commanded by General Barker, 


who is well acquainted with the affairs of this quarter, and eſpecially with my 
negociations with the Rohillas. For this reaſon, it is abſolutely neceſſary that 


the General ſhould have the command of thoſe e which will afford me 


the greateſt ſatisfaction 3550 


In the courſe of our interview at Benares, I ſpoke to you bb 10,000 


fire arms, and you were pleaſed to ſay, that you would give me an anſwet on 


that ſubject on your arrival at Calcutta, As there is no diſunion between us, 


and the alliance between the Company and myſelf has become more firmly 


cemented than ever, ſince our interview at Binares, inſomuch that our armies, 
ſtores, and every thing elſe belonging to us are equally the property of both; 

therefore applied to you for a place for my family, and you told me, that if 
it was poſſible you would remove the Fort of Calcutta, and appropriate it to 
my uſe, If therefore you will ſupply me with 10,000 fire arms, I ſhall con- 
ſider them as equal to the Fort of Calcutta. In ſhort, your complying with 
this application will afford me the greateſt fatisfaction, and be a means of 


perpetuating the friendſhip between us, from which I have the greateſt hopes. 


The money for the fire arms ſhall be paid immediately. I have paid the 
money, according to my agreement, to Mr. Lambert, of which I give you 
this information. I have already acquainted you with my intentions of mak- 
ing a journey to Korah, but as I always take medicines at this ſeaſon of the 
year, I have delayed it longer than I intended on that account; however, I 
ſhall now ſet out immediately, and therefore it is neceſſary that you favour 


me with an anſwer to theſe matters without delay; they are of the greateſt 
importance, and [ ſhall wiſh to hear from you concerning them, with the 


greateſt impatience. Let your anſwer be ſent ** with the utmoſt expedition. a 

On a ſeparate paper. 

* On condition of the entire expulſion of the Rohillas, 1 will pay to the 
Company the forty lacks of rupees in ready money, whenever I ſhall diſ- 
charge the Engliſh troops; and until the expulſion: of the Rohillas ſnall be 
effected, I will pay the expences of the Engliſh ad wh that! is to lay, 1 will 
pay them the ſum of 2 10, ooo rupees monthly!“ 

The Preſident laid the letter on the 19th before the Select 88 hh 
agreed unanimouſly to accept the propoſition, and the ſame day wrote to 
the Chief at Patna, incloſing to him an order to the commanding officer to 
join Sujah Dowla, with directions to iſſue 1 it whenever the Vizir ſhould require 


on 


[ £9997 


On the 22d the. Preſident laid before the Select Committee the fbllowing 
draft of his anſwer to the Vizir's letter Er Tins . 


ſ 9 % 


© SOME days ago I teceived your letter, containing the intelligence of tho 
death of Narrain Row, the late Sirdar of the Decan, and the ſucceſſion of 
Roganaut Row to the government; at the ſame time, intimating your reſolu- 
tion to take poſſeſſion of the country in the Duabe, which formerly belonged to 
the Rohillas, and is now poſſeſſed by the Morattas, and deſiring to Know, 
whether I will ſend the Engliſh forces, in caſe you ſhould have occaſion to 
am ſince honoured with another letter from you, to the following purport, | 
viz, © That you have learnt that Haffiz Rhamut Cawn, and other Sirdars, 
have intention of taking poſſeſſion of Ettawah, and the reſt of the country of 
Duabe, belonging to the Marattas ; and that in ſuch caſe you are reſolved to | 
carry into execution the plan which was concerted between us at Benares, for 5 
their expulſion from the country lying in the north of your's; and deſiring to 
know whether I will aſſiſt in the execution of this deſign, repeating the con- 
ditions formerly propoſed, with other particulars of importance, which I clear- : 
ly underſtand. e | 5 . 
As the ſubject of both the above letters are intimately connected, and 
admit of only one and the ſame determination, I ſhall reply particularly to 
babein e neee 
With reſpect to the Duabe, you are the maſter, to act in whatever man- 
ner you ſhall deem moſt fitting, for the advancement and ſecurity of your 
own affairs; you know that you may always command the forces of the 
Company for the defence of your own dominions ; if you ſhould engage in a 
war, beyond their borders, and ſhould ſtand in need of aſſiſtance, I certainly. 
cannot ſit ſtill and ſee your danger, without endeavouring to relieve you; and 
for that reaſon I hope you will avoid any enterprize at this diſtance, which you 
cannot be well aſſured of performing with your own ſtrength; as the com- 
mands of my ſuperiors are, as I have repeatedly informed you, peremptory, 
that I ſhall not ſuffer their arms to be carried ' beyond the line of their own 
boundaries, and thoſe of your Excellency, their ally; although in one inſtance 
I have ventured to go beyond them. E ena 2; 


Concerning the country of the Rohillas, whatever was formerly propoſed at 1 

Benares, that l am now equally ready to agree to; that is, the brigade which 5 | | 

is now at Dinapoor, ſhall march, whenever you require it, to join you, and 

proceed with you into the country of the Rohillas, which lies north of your 

dominions, to aſſiſt you in the entire reduction of it; and your Excellency on 

your part will ſupply them monthly with the ſtipulated ſum of 210,000 rupees 

for their expences; and whenever the country ſhall be fo far conquered, that 

you ſhall remain in poſſeſſion of it, although the enemy may lurk in the 55 
| an 


F-20054 | 


and jungles, or a few refrafory Zemindars, as is ufual, may with-hold their- | 


allegiance, and your Excellency ſhall diſmifs the brigade, you will on its de- 
parture pay 40 lacks of rupees to the Company, as a conſideration for that 
ſervice. —To prevent future miſunderſtandings, I have been thus explicit, —L 
mult beg leave further to add, that if the expedition ſhall be once undertaken, 
it will be abſolutely neceſſary to perſevere in it until it ſhall be accompliſhed. 
| You will therefore reflect, whether it will be in your power to make tlie 

above payments punRually, with others which are already due; and whe- 


ther you can reſolve on going through with the undertaking. If you are not 
certain of accompliſhing theſe neceſſary points, I muſt requeſt that you will 
ſuſpend the execution of your undertaking, till a more favourable time, as 1 
cannot hazard, or anſwer, for the effects of the diſpleaſure of the Company, my 
Maſters, if they ſhall find themſelves involved in a fruitleſs war, or in an 
expenice for the proſecution of it.— But if you are ſatisfied. of your ability to 


perform theſe conditions, and will engage to perform them, the brigade which. 


is at Dinapoor ſhall attend you on your requiſition z and that there may be no- 
delay, if you will ſignify your orders, for the march of the brigade, to Mr. 
Lane, the Chief at Patna, and will ſend a letter from him. to me; containing 
your acquieſeence in theſe conditions, in the terms of the form incloſed, - he: 
will cauſe the brigade to proceed to you immediately, being furniſhed with. 
rs_from me, to the commander of the forces for that 


the proper or 


purpoſe. 


„On the receipt of your fitſt letter, I ordered all the detachments of the 
brigade at Dinapoor to* be aſſembled, and every preparation to be made to. 
enable it to take the field; and I hope it will be in readineſs for that purpoſe, 


whenever you may require it.— 


« Although in the incloſed form I have mentioned nothing of the mode in 


which the money for the expences of the army is to be defrayed, I think it 
proper to obſerve, that it would be highly expedient that a ſure and effectual. 
mode be previouſly formed for the regular payment of the army; — this wilk 
prevent difficulties, and will be the ſubject of much eaſe, both to you and: 
myſelf, as the charges of the army muſt be regularly paid, or the moſt fatal. 
conſequences may attend the neglect of it, — and I have not money to ſend: 


OY 


wich 1 


Some doubts ariſing upon reading this draft, about the authority of the- 
Committee, it was agreed, to refer the conſideration of the proceedings: 


of the 19th and 22d to the Council at large. 


The Preſident, accordingly, laid the matter before them in the following; 


minute: 
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whe « The erehdent thikks 14 1 re inte to Ad play hs TY with” a Secret Depart- 
: Viief explanation of the | oh of the meaſure. 12 0.95 and a the motives ment Confule- 
which determined his op in the refolution of the Sade Committee, 26th Nov. 1773. 
now before the board, i "he e {flowing minute. 
I have long confideredd che pre of the Robillas, as dangerous to the 
Vizr, the only uſeful ally of the Company, and as ſach have wiſhed to fee 
it annihilated, We have bad, till lately, a very impetfect knowledge I 
the Rohilla ftates, and conſequently the ade tranſmitted to our honour- 
able Mafters, on that head, muft have been too defective, for them to form 
an accurate judgment upon them. It is our duty to correct our informa- 
tion to them, as we receive more lights; and I am inclined to believe, hat 
ſuch information would induce thern to adopt the tem, with reſpect to 
_ thofe powers, which is now propoſed. 

I muſt therefore dectare, that although the Honourable the Court of 
Ditectors have been pleaſed to rank che Rohillas among the powers capable 
of oppoſing the Motattas, I cannot regard them in that light : their cou 1 

is too remote from that of the Marattas, and too much out of the 
of the incurſions of thoſe people, for them either to be able to oppoſe ltr 
with effect, or to have as to „ 1 from them. The Marattas may 
occafionally attack them from the allurements of plunder only; bur they 
can never form a ſyſtematic ſcheme of conqueſt « over a country fo diſtant, 
and ſo difficult to hold. 
« On the other hand, the Soubadar of Ouda muſt always be an object of 
Jealouſy and enmity to the Rohillas. His] power is to be dreaded by them, 
and the ſituation of their country, contiguous to his, and in a manner 
incloſed within the ſame natural boundaries, muſt make the poffeſlion of it 
always a deſirable object with him, both for ſecurity ; and advantage.—Theſe 
are ſources of enmity between them; which, from the nature of things 
cannot fail of producing ſuitable effects; and it is more probable that we 
Mould ſoon ſee the Marattas and Kohillas Join in hoſtilities againſt che 
Vizir, than they ſhould continue in war with one another. 
| t let us next view the advanta es, which would "reſult to the Vigir, 
hs ally of the Company, and to the Company itſelf, from his poſſeſſion of 
the Rohilla country, which is the obje& of the expedition now propoſed: ' 
our ally would obtain, by this acquiſt ition, a complete, compact tate, ſhut 
in effectually from foreign invaſions by the Ganges, all the way from the 
' frontiers of Bahar, to the mountains of Thibet, while he would remain 
equally acceffible to our forces from the above provinces, either for hoſtilities 
or protection. It would give him wealth, of which we ſhould partake, and 
give him ſecurity, without , any dangerous increaſe of power; and would 
h tf be bringing his frontier nearer to the Marattas, to whom ſingly 
he could be no match, render him _ dependent on us, and cement the 
2 | union | 
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my | : 
meaſure, which was the principal object of my commiſſion, I. conſented to it, 


L 227} 


union more firmly between us. I muſt farther declare, that I regard as 


none of the moſt inconſiderable benefits to the Company, 12 this meaſure 
amed 


beſides the forty lacks held out to us, the eaſing them immediately of the 
burthen of one-third of their whole army, while, at the ſame time, it is 
employed uſefully for their intereſts, and conveniently for keeping up its own 


diſcipline and practice in war; with theſe reaſons, for the propriety of the 


expedition on general principles, I . muſt confeſs I entertain ſome doubts as 
to its expediency at this time, ariſing from the circumſtances of the Com- 
pany at home, expoſed to popular clamour, all its meaſures liable to be can- 


vaſſed in parliament, their charter drawing to a cloſe, and his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters unqueſtionably ready to take advantage of every unfavourable circum- 
Nance in the negociations for its renewal. | 


EY 
+ 


in this ſituation there appears an unuſual degree of reſponſibility annexed 
to ſuch an undertaking.—I would therefore recommend it to ſerious conſider- 


ation, and at the ſame time I think it my duty to declare, that I find myſelf 
embarraſſed in a peculiar manner in my deciſion, from the circumſtances of 


what paſſed between the Vizir and myſelf at Benares.— The Board will recol- 
lect, that this very country was included in the line of defenſive operations, 
which they thought fit to adopt laſt year in ſupport of the Vizir: —and it is 
now neceſſary to acquaint them more fully, that the Vizir, at the interview, 
did propoſe this expedition to me, and earneſtly ſolicited my aſſiſtance; that 


1 de this requeſt as a lucky circumſtance in the negociation, and availing 
elf of it, as the means of purchaſing the Vizir's compliance in the other 


engaging to aſſiſt him in the enterprize, on the conditions with which the 
Board are already acquainted.— Afterwards, from a ſuſpicion of his own 


ability to make good ſo many pecuniary engagements at once as thoſe he 
had come under, he himſelf made the propoſal for ſuſpending the Rohilla 
expedition; but the condition, which took its riſe from it, viz. That the 


future fe of the extra charges of the army, ſent at any time to his aſſiſt: 
ance, ſhould be fixed at 2, 10, ooo rupees per month for a brigade, was ſtill 


allowed to be made an article of the new treaty; and it was further agreed, 


that the ſtipulation for Kora, which I had before with difficulty raiſed; to 45 


. lacks of rupees, ſhould now be made 5o, in conſideration of his being ex- 


empted from the additional burthen of the projected campaign, and better 
enabled to fulfil his other payments. It is unneceſſary to explain the motives 
which urged the Vizir to make conceſſions, for the liberty of relinquiſhing 


a point which he had apparently ſo, much at heart, and what I was not ſoli- 


citous to purſue, The detail would be tedious, —The gentlemen who were 
with me, and to whom I made daily communication of the progreſs of the 
negociations, will remember, that ſuch was the iſſue of this part of them, 
The expedition remained only ſuſpended, and I gave him every reaſon to ex- 
pect, that whenever it could again be with prudence reſumed, and he deſired 
it, it ſhould be undertaken. oO | 4 
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This is the predicament in which I now ſtand with the Vizir; and altho/ 
from a fear of his not being able to fulfil his part of the agreement, I wiſh to 
avoid engaging in the project at preſent, yet it appears to me a direct refuſal 
after what paſſed, would have an unfriendly aſpect, and might admit of the 
conſtruction of artifice and inſincerity in our dealings with him. 
Moved by the doubts, which I have expoſed to the Board, and thus 
hampered by my ſituation. with the Vizir, no better method occurred to me 
for freeing us from the dilemma, than the letter which is now in reference 
before the Board. I have there expreſſed my. conſent tothe expedition, in terms 
which, if he agrees to them, are moſt likely. to ſecure the advantages hoped from 
it, but which are more likely to make him relinquiſh the deſign, 1 truſt the 
Board will. find it ſo guarded, both in the ſubſtance and expreſſion, that the 
Vizir muſt neceſſarily feel himſelf engaged to perform every condition re- 
| quired of him with the moſt rigid punctuality, at the hazard of forfeiting the - 
8 Company's friendſhip, or revolt againſt the terms impoſed upon him, and 
drop all thoughts of proſecuting. the deſign; ard. that I verily believe will be 


* 


the iſſue of this correſpondence.” 


Upon this minute the Board came to the following reſolution :. 


. * 


* 


„The Board after due conſideration of the matter, in reference from the 
Select Committee and of the Preſident's repreſentation, concur heartily in 
wiſhing to avoid the expedition propoſed, without entering into a diſcuſſion of 
the propriety of. ſuch an enterprize on general principles; the Board ſee in their 
full force all the circumſtances of doubt as to its, preſent expediency, 
which the Preſident. has ſo clearly ſet forth; and they are alſo ſenſible of 
the embarraſſment which. he lies under from hat has paſſed on the ſubject 
between him and the Vizir at Benares. They are equally ſolicitous to ſave 
the honour. of the Company, and to watch over its intereſts; and for that 
reaſon they approve of the letters now before them, which ſeems. equally 
calculated to ſave both. The conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly 
ſecure the greateſt poſſible advantages from ſuch an enterprize ; but they 
appear to them more calculated to. drive: the Vizir into a refuſal, . which is 
what they truſt in, as its moſt probable and almoſt infallible conſequence, 
and which they wiſh for as the proper reſult of this propoſition in. the preſent 
ot Oo ——T I ES, 
On the 26th of November the Preſident reported the proceedings of the 
Board to the Select Committee, whereupon the letter beforementioned to the 
chief of Patna, incloſing the order to the commanding officer, was forwarded, 
as was alſo the Preſident's anſwer to the Vizir, in which the following form 


was:tranſmitted to him to be ſigned and returned: 
8 ws, of , | . | 


Farm M a. Letter. to be. written by. the Vizire 


Having ſummoned the brigade-at Dinapore to my aſſiſtance, I now fend - 
you this declaration, that no ſubject of future doubt or diſcuſſion concerning 
of . * 4 9 a | thz 


: t 


che terms and ſervice'on which it is to be employed may kemain between us, 
That it is my reſolution to employ the faid brigade in the reduction of the 
Country of the Rohillas, which lies between my borders, che river Ganges, 
nad the mountains; and I will not require them to paſs thoſe boundaries, 
That beſides the ſtipulated fam of 145 lacks of rupees, which vill be due on 
the r9th Jemaqeeal-Sanee next, on accoutit of che eeſſion ef Kora and 
Tahabad, 1 will pay month by month punctually the ſum of 2,10, 000 

es for the extra expences of the brigade during the time of its ferviee, 
according to the terms of the late treaty concluded between us; and 40 lacks of 


rupees in ready money when this ſervice ſhall be concluded; that is to ſay, 
-<vbenever I foall diſmiſs the ſaid brigade or one half of it, whether the country | 
of the Robillas ph be conquered and Ln in * 2 we or an accom- 


modation Hall have laben 55 "with them.” 


On the Toth of Faniaty 1794 the Vizit's Atifwer was vetaived, ingernag 
the Prefident, that he had no occaſion for the troops at preſent; whereupon the 


nag Committee wrote to the Court of Dire&ors the 17th of Ry 
177 , that | 
« It was with pleaſure they found the plan they adopted anſwer ſo com- 


< pletely to their intentions. The Vizir, on receipt of the Preſident's letter, 


4. written agreeably to the reſolution of the Board, returned an immediate 
< anſwer, declining their aſliſtance -in his diſtant expeditions, on the condi- 
& tions they required; —but at the fame time, deſiring the brigade might be 
< held in readineſs to march whenever he ſhould find it neceflary to call on 

them, for the defance of bis vwn dominions.” They add, that *this affair 

* being happily terminated in the manner cy wifhed, they ſhall now 
remain fpettators only of the operations of the different powers in thoſe 
« diſtant parts, preſerving, however, a watchful eye over the courſe of 

« events, that they may be prepared to interpoſe, whenever the intereſts of the 
% honourable Company are likely to be affected by them; that, with this 
« view, they ſhall, in compliance with the Vizir's requeſt hold one brigade 
*in readineſs to march to his aſſiſtance within his 'own territories, including 
the provinces of Kora and Illahabad.— And they acknowledge they 'ſhall 
< not be ſorry to find that he calls for them on this footing, as they ſhall 


then be eaſed of ſo conſiderable a part of the military expenee, and have 


e the diſcipline of the troops e in aftual TINT, at 10 litle Ne 
6 from our own territories.” | | 


4 


On the 25th of January 1 170 hs Chief Ut Patus tebchvet the Wizit's 
requiſition for the troops, 01 iffired the order accordingly, of which the 


Preſident and Council received advice the 3d of February, together with the 


following letter from the Vizir, differing from the form ſent him by the 
Frefident and Council, in the pats which are Printed in talics, 


; 


13 


Letter 


7. 
1 


1 


ds 3h 


ts 1 


Letter r fon the Virier to Mr. Haſtings, received the 3d F ae 
z 1774. | 


9 HAVING ſummoned the bri gade at Dinapore to my albſtance, I now 
ſend: you this declaration, that noſybgett of future doubt or diſcuſſion concer - 
ning the terms and ſervice on which it is to be employed, may remain be- 
tween us; that it is my reſolution to employ. the ſaid brigade in the re- 
duction of the Rohillahs which lies between my borders, the river vpn 
and the mountains, and I will not require them to paſs theſe boundaries; 
that, beſides the ſtipulated ſum of fifteen lacks of rupees, which will be 
due on the 19th of Jemadeerel- ſanee next, on account of the ceſſion of 
Kora and Illahabad, I will, according ta my agreement, pay month by month 
punctually, the ſum 2, 10, oo rupees for the extra expences of the brigade 
during the time of its ſervice, and 40 lacks of rupees in ready money when 
the ſervice ſhall be concluded; that is to ſay, tobene ver the whole or half of the” 
cauntry ef the Rohillas ſhall "fall into my poſſeſſion, or an accommodation ſball 
have taken place with them, and I ſhall diſmiſs the brigades; but I am the maſter . 
in theſe matters, and have the power either to keep or diſmiſs the brigade; when- 
ever 1 pleaſe, I will diſmiſs the brigade ; and until ſuch time as I think proper” 
to diſmiſs it, it ſball remain WHb me; nA, neuer, Holl it leave me toifbout' 
my diſmiſfion.” 6 ; 


In communicating theſe texinſaRions to the Directors, on the 1 5th of March 
- 1774, the Secret Department writes, that “ the declared intention of the Vi- 
Air in this requiſition is ſtill the conqueſt of the Rohilla country,” whilſt 
the Select Committee, under the ſame date writes, that © the brigade will 
probably be employed in protecting his country whilſt be is carrying on 
« his operations againſt the Maratta Diſtrift,” 

The brigade entered the dominions of Owde on the 24th of February: 
1774, thoſe of the Rohillas on the 15th of April following, and on the 23d 
of the ſame month the conqueſt of the country was effected by a dedifive 
victory, in which the Rohilla Chief (Hafiz Ramec Khan) was ſlain, after 
which no material oppoſition was ever made, although Fyzoola Khan, with a 
few helpleſs adherents, did not make their formal ſubmiſſion till che 6th of 
October following. 

From the correſpondence of Colanel Champion, Commander in Chief of 
the Company's forces, it appears, that the Vizir had not treated the van- 
quiſhed with humanity. The following letters. from him to me Preſident 
will ſhew his 15 of that part. by the Inlet; 


Dear Six, Camp, 15th June 1774. 

“ have to return you my acknowledgments for the duplicate of your 
letter to Major Folier, which accompanied your favour of the 27th paſt. 

Before the receipt thereof, I bag + mentio oned the ſtate of the monthly ſubſidy 

4 pay able 
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payable by the Nabob, in a letter to the Select Committee; and I am here 
_ tolobferve, that as it falls ort of the expences of the brigade, ttie troops 
will in future be conſiderably in arrears, even ſuppoſing the Nabob's pay- 
ments to be regular. . * 
Alt will give me much ſatisfaction, that permiſſion to return to the preſi- 
dency is obꝛaĩned for me as early as poſſible; and I expect, from your friend- 
ſhip, that Iſhall not be detained here longer than is indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
-« ami moſt” heartily diſpoſed. to believe, that the Board did not ſuſpect 
their orders could have had ſuch conſequences as have fallen out; they 
could not have foreſeen ſo ſudden and ſo total an expulſion and downfal of a 
whole: race of. people; they could not have ſuppoſed, that a man, exalted and 
ſupported by Britiſh arms, could pay ſo very little deference ito the advices 
and counſel of a Britiſh Commander; nor was it poſſible to conceive, that a 
man, who himſelf had taſted the gall of misfortune, ſhould be ſo totally 
unmindful of the unbounded and unparalleled grace ſnown to him, as to de- 
light in denying a ſingle ray of benevolence to others; ſuch, however, has 
been the caſe, and in due intimation of it I have diſcharged that which was 
ie M n man aus; 
l too can ſay, that the Nabob, as the agent of oppreſſion, is alone cul- 
pable; but as all Aſia knows that the Engliſh gave him the rod, and whilſt 
they look up in vain to them as thoſe who ought, if not to direct the appli- 
cation, at leaſt to prevent an ill uſe being made of that rod, will they not 
reaſonably conclude, that the ſcourges which the agent gives are connived at? 
Will they not ſay, that every Engliſh chief is another Sua ? © 
It is not to me what reſtraints were laid on my predeceſſors, none of them 
were ever in ſimilar circumſtances, nor do the grievances which I have 
repreſented againſt from public views (for I could for a time ſacrifice, or at 
leaſt conceal my own private feelings) appear to me, to have at all been 
without a preventative, nay an eaſy and effectual one, and that too without 
coercive means, or being liable to the objection of any uſurpation of the 
Visir's authority, which I am as far from defiring as yourſelf 
: In cafe of his Excellency's failure of paying the ſubſidy to the troops 
. for one month, beyond the period at which the payment ſhould have been 
made, I was inſtructed to ſuſpend my operations, and to declare on the part 
of adminiſtration, that ſuch failure muſt be conſidered. . as equivalent to a 
+ diſmiſſion of the troops.” Now, Sir, I think no man will venture to ſay | 
that a month's delay of the payment of 2, 10, ooo rupees is of any conſe- 
quence, compared to that regard which we ought to have for the honour of 
the ſervice, and of the Engliſh name, and which I am perſuaded you and all 
the members of the adminiſtration poſſeſs ; yet it 1s undeniable, that the very. 
fame remedy which was preſcribed for the leſſer, would alſo have full effect 
againſt the greater evil _ 3 V 
| But fince this did not occur, or though for the reaſons ' which I have 
| | | mentioned, it was not deemed neceſſary by the Board at the firſt, theer 
| appears no doubt that it is very practicable to provide for future * . 
| "4A Fam 


1 

ce am glad you did not addreſs the Vizir concerning the family of Hafiz ; your 
good ſenſe figured circumſtances as they really were. I did not mean or ſay, 
that Hafir's family ſhould be rendered independent of Sujah Dowlah. I 
wrote to Mr. Haſtings, requeſting that he would take them under his pro- 
tection, by influencing the Nabob * to make proviſion for them in ſome 
“degree ſuitable to their birth;“ they themſelves propoſed, that any or as 
many of the ſons as the Nabob pleaſed ſhould remain in his hands, but prayed 
him not to diſhonour the Begum and other women, by dragging them about 
the country to be loaded with the ſcoffs of his rabble, and. otherwiſe 
flill worſe uſed; but he was deaf, maugre all my entreaties, which you will 
find, by my letter of the 11th, were allo ineffectual with regard to the de- 
ſtruction of the villages; a circumſtance, with reſpe& to which, I am now 
ſorry I did not undeceive you ſooner, but it proceeded from a real diſin- 
clination to ehlarge upon his exceſſes, which has alſo prevented me from de- 
ſcending to the particulars of his conduct, 

„I am truly at a loſs to underſtand wherein my powers have been extended 
by the Honourable Board. I ſay ſo moſt ſeriouſly, and without any intention 
to offend. They indeed put it in my power to return to Berelly, if the ſafety 
of the troops ſhould be manifeſtly endangered; but this is a power which 
l poſſeſſed before, or at leaſt which I conceived I poſſeſſed, and if I did not, 
I acted without authority, in declining to fight the Rohillah army in one 
ſituation and engaging them in another, contrary to the Vizir's expreſs 
deſire; but of this the adminiſtration has been pleaſed to approve, therefore 
my authority, where the preſervation of the army ſhould be concerned, 
admitted no longer of doubt, and there ſeems little wanting to make the line 
drawn between his Excellency's powers and mine anſwer all the ends pro- 

poſed, but the ſalvo above ſuggeſted, or ſome other check to his future 
miſconduct, which, I am perſuaded, my ſucceſſors will look for, and which, 
I flatter myſelf, my own moderation might juſtly intitle me to be entruſted 
with; but as it is not likely that I ſhall have the honour of being at the head 

of your army another campaign, I can now be but little ſolicitous for ſuch 
a proviſion in my own favour. 3 37 236 ER ot »». 

* When I addreſſed the Board on the 4th and 16th paſt, it occurred to me, 
that the ſubjects of my letters required a full diſcuſſion of the whole ad- 
miniſtration ; but I ſhall in future leave it entirely to the Committee or you, 
to ſubmit my correſpondence or not as may be thought beſt, I am, witle 
perfect eſteem and reſpect, Nur 5 1 

| Dear Sir, fs! 
Your moſt obedient and faithful ſervant, 
EK! (Signed) A. CHAMPION.” 

& I have the pleaſure to inform you, that though the Nabob is ſo much in 
arrears, the troops are paid up to the firſt of this month, ſo that we ſhall hold 
_ out much better than I thought when. I-began to write this letter. 5 
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DAR Sig, Camp, 12th uh, 1774.1 
« About two hours before the receipt of your letter of the 1 th June, 
1 had, at the requeſt of the Vizir, determined to diſmiſs Fuzullah Khan's 
Vakeel, with a promiſe of communicating your reply when it ſhould arrive 3. 
but as it came before he could ſet off, I gave him your final anſwer, 
« With reſpect to his propoſals, it was my putting a negative on the firſt 


that produced the ſecond and third, and I am confident he might have been. 
induced to have enlarged his offers to one crore of rupees,. nor have I the 


ſmalleſt reaſon to doubt that the payments would have been punctual, and 
even a conſiderable part of the ſum got in hand; bur as the general objection is. 
deemed inſurmountable, it is unneceſſary to- dwell on particulars, 

« If ſtrangers, my good Sir, to what has paſt in theſe countries, were to 
read your letter, they would be led to imagine, that the Vizir had. been con - 


- ſtantly haraſſed by the Rohillas, that they had been in uſe of making con- 


tinual inroads into his country, and of calling foreign aid to diſtreſs him: in: 
ſhort, without reducing them, there could be no ſafety no reſt for Svjah. 
Dowlah. But I have never heard it alleged, even by the Vizir himſelf, that. 


theſe people had ever betrayed any indication of a. diſpoſition to oncrogeh on 


him, or give him the ſmalleſt cauſe of diſtruſt. 
<« I have not conſidered the Viztr's being burthened with the expetice of a 
brigade of our troops as an objection on. our part; on the contrary, I have 


Held it as a meaſure which, at the ſame time that it does honour to the wiſdom. 


and policy of the preſent adminiſtration, is alſo advantageous to the Vizir, 


| beraute it is to me perfectly clear, that he could not be at eaſe even in his- 


ancient dominions without ſuch aid; but if, as you ſay, his territories are now. 
more defenſible than before, he will of courſe have leſs occaſion for our troops 
than ever, and thus you yourſelf would overturn one of the principal argu- 
ments that had been uſed in favour of the undertaking. 

Let us confider the matter as it really is. The line of the Vizir's fron. 
tiers is very far extended, a brave race of men, who lived in friendſhip with. 
him, are added to the quenber of. his enemies, his force is but the ſame as. 


formerly, and whilſt the Ganges is fordable in a great number. of, places, it: 


will ferve better as a mark of boundary than as a cover or defence to his do- 


minions. 


« For theſe reaſons, I have faid. that the Vizir. would require. two wigudes. 
effectually to protect him from inſult and invaſion; and I might have added, 


that if his attention is not diverted from his infantry, and directed to the 


formation and improvement of a good body of eavalry, he may, in the end, 

find all the aſſiſtance we can give him inſufficient. to inſure the collection of 
Bis revenues; firſt, becauſe it is more than probable the country powers will 
not hereafter venture pitched battles where the Engliſh are a party; and 
ſecondly, becauſe the Vizir's cavalry (being far inferior to, and leſs numerous. 
than that of his enemies) cannot prevent infantry from being haraſſed, or. his. 


+ 
8 
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„Though it is true that Fuzullah Khan poſſeſſed but a ſmall diſtri& of 
eight lacks per annum, yet it is as true that the whole Rohillah dominions, 
ſaid to be worth about one hundred lacks a year, belonged to him by birth- 
Tight, of which Negib Khan, Hafiz Ramet, and the other principal officers 
of his father Ally Mahommed Khan, poſſeſſed themſelves, under various pre- 
tences, at the time of Ally Mahommed's death, when Fuzullah happened to 
be priſoner in another kingdom; therefore this man is not without conſider- 
able natural intereſt, He 1s now acknowledged the principal Chief of the 
Rohillas, is known to be a man of prudence, and if not an enterpriſing genius, 
ſo much the better vaſſal would he have made to the Vizir; but the queſtion 
13 not, how far Fuzullah Khan himſelf could maintain poſſeſſion of this country; 
it is, whether the Vizir, with the aſſiſtance of forty or fifty thouſand fighting 
men, (who by an agreement of the nature propoſed would have become fub- 
ject to him) could better defend himſelf againſt the common enemy, than he 
can 1 the Rohillas, inſtead of being his friends, add greatly to the ſtrength 
of his foes. . ah 4 
„The principle on which the Rohilla expedition was undertaken, having 


never been communicated to me, excepting fo far as regarded the forty lacks 


ſtipulated for the Company, which I muſt confeſs I conſider as the moſt 
weighty reaſon that has been urged for our concern in the meaſure, I could 
not poſſibly, in any thing I wrote to you, mean reproach to the adminiſtration. 
Moſt of my letters, being in a familiar ſtile, were intended for Mr. Haſtings, 
not for the Governor; ſo that whatever I have ſaid muſt paſs for the candid 
ſentiments. of one friend to another, without any alluſion to the Board; for 
whom, as a body, I bear the higheſt reſpect; as individuals, an unfeigned 


eſteem for fome of them, of whom (Mr. Haſtings) an affectionate and perma- 


nent friendſhip.— am, with perfect regard, 
195 Ts Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


(Signed) 1 CHAMPION. 
Dax Sia Camp near Puttergur, Auguſt 21ſt, 1774. 
„ have your favor of the 14th limo before me, and I am ſorty the 


ſuggeſtions which I offered in my letter of the 15th June, appeared ſo ex- 
ceptionable, 1 4 | g 
<« I own it is not neceſſary officially to aſſign reaſons for withholding an 


authority, which it is deemed improper to delegate ; I therefore thank you 


for entering privately with the diſcuſſion, and I am ſorry it has not carried to 
my mind that conviction which you propoſed to convey. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, however, that it is .impoſſible to offer a more forcible reaſon, than 
that mo muſt be demonſtration of the infallibility of the perſon to be 
«4 intruſted.”? : | 


D 2 7 obſerve 


| 1 
J obſerve, you have been pleaſed to argue throughout upon an hypotheſis: 
of your own. I have not been tee enough, to dere eu over 
the Vizir in the government of his dominions, or his forces; I only wiſhed to 
have due authority in my own province, „the command of the Company's 
< troops; perhaps I might not have influence enough to reſtrain his Excel- 
lency from exceſſes, nor ſhould I ever think of coercive means, but I would 
certainly deny him the continuance or aſſiſtance of the Britiſh troops in the 
commiſſion of palpable enormity, even in the province of Oudes. 
Lou ſay, that in the inſtance of the pay of the troops, the point is fixed 
and certain. So was the deſtruction of the villages, which, according to the 
ſentiments of a friend, for whoſe opinion I have great veneration, brought 
diſhonour on our arms; and I believe, it would be thought uncommon 
reaſoning to maintain, that whilſt the Commander in Chief has authority to 
ſtop the operations of the Company's army for the detention. of a trifle of 
money, he ſhould be denied it in caſes where the honour of our nation is 
concerned, 4 35  ” N 
„ | ſhall be ſorry to interrupt the pleaſure you enjoy in the perſuaſion that 
the families of Hafiz and Mabulah Khan have been ſuitably provided for; if 
ſo, that cauſe of complaint ceaſed from the time the proviſion took place; but 
1 have good reaſon to believe your information has been premature. 
„ ] ſhould be much more particular in my anſwer to your letter, but that F 
am apprehenſive of having, already run ſome riſk. of diſpleaſing, by perhaps a 
too free communication of ſentiments, I will therefore drop the ſubject entirely, 
and only add this truth, that I wiſh for nothing more ſincerely, than to ap- 
prove myſelf, ond : 5 
| Dear Sir, 


Your faithful friend, and obedient ſervant; | 
A. CHAMPION.” 


The conqueſt of the Rohilla country being effected, the Vizir endeavoured 
to evade the ſtipulated payment to the Company, by raiſing doubts upon the 
| interpretation of his letter; and attempted to argue, that he was never to pay 
| the 40 lack till he choſe to diſmiſs the brigade ; and Mr. Middleton, the Re- 
ſident at his court, ſays, that he experienced much duplicity, evaſion, and 
| | « deceit, in moſt of his tranſactions with his Excellency.” 0 | 
| The Preſident and Council took his objections to immediate payment into 
| conſideration, and were firm in their demand, but to no purpoſe. Not a 
Ah rupee was obtained from him till after the eſtabliſhment of the new government, 
| and the determination to withdraw the brigade. ; 


o 


| On the 17th of October 1774, the Preſident and Council, in their ſecret 
| | department, cloſed their adminiſtration by the following recapitulation of the 

| cauſes and advantages of the Rohilla war, in their letter to the Court of 
Directors. „ | 


5 « Having 
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forces, by whom it was atteſted ; wherein, upon this ſervice being effected, 


1 
* Having thus ſtated minutely for your information, the whole occurrences. 
in this department, ſince our laſt advices; and as in the cloſe of the letter, 
we have undoubted, although, not regular intelligence of the Rohilla war 
being actually ended, by a treaty between the Vizir and Fyzoola Cawn ; of 
which, no doubt, you will be more accurately informed by the ſubſequent 
diſpatches by the Britiſh king, we think it proper to recapitulate the cauſes on 
which this war was founded, and the advantages which have reſulted from it. 
« You were informed by our advices of 772 and 1773, of the neceſſity 
which induced us to carry our arms beyond the preſcribed line of your in- 
ſtructions, into the Rohilla country, for its defence againſt the Marattas, 
whoſe rapid progreſs and unbounded ambition at that time threatened all In- 
doſtan, and who had actually reduced the greater part of that country, 
through which the acceſs was open to the Vizir, by the only quarter of his 
dominions wanting deſenſible barrier. M ” 
Our records, at the time when this ſubject was debated, will: ſufficiently 
manifeſt the extreme diffidence and reluctance with which we at laſt reſolved to 
paſs the line of the Vizir's dominions with our forces. The actual orders of 


the Company confined us within the limits of our own and his poſſeſſions 


yet they had promiſed to furniſh us with inſtructions wherein a greater latitude 


of action on particular occaſions would be allowed and recommended. Theſe 
very promiſes certainly implied the poſſibility of caſes happening, wherein 
more extenſive meaſures were thought adviſable and neceſſary. But the un- 


ſettled ſtate of the Company's affairs at home has, we ſuppoſe, prevented us 
from receiving the promiſed directions for our conduct, and left us without a 
guide at a very critical conjuncture, which ſeemed to call for extraordinary 
meaſures, and an immediate exertion of our ſtrength, to give a timely check 
to the accumulating progreſs of the Maratta power. Such were the circum- 
ſtances and the occaſion which firſt dictated to us the meaſure of paſling the 
preſcribed bounds. | | i | 

On this occaſion, as declaredly on all others, we acted as if ignorant of 


the report and advices received from Europe, which informed us that the 
Company: was precluded from reſolving on any clear line of action; that ſu- 


periors were appointed to ſuperſede the actual government of Bengal; that a 
new adminiſtration was to be formed; and that the right of the Company and 
the nation to the territorial poſſeſſions was ſtill in debate. We. conſidered 
ourſelves as acting for the national benefit, and aſſnmed an extraordinary but 
a dangerous degree of reſponſibility for the ſake of promoting the attainment 


of that object. It was therefore reſolved to expel the Marattas from the 


Rohilla country, 5 | I ares 
« The Vizir, whoſe aid had been ſolicited by the Rohillas, undertook their 
defence againſt the Marattas. An agreement was entered into for this pur- 
oſe, and a ſolemn treaty ratified between the Vizir and Hafiz Rahmet Cawn, 
in behalf, and with the expreſs authority of all the other Rohilla Chiefs, in 
the preſence of General Sir Robert Barker, the Commander in Chief of our 


the 


. Jim} Bs 


the Rohilla Chiefs bound themſelves to;pay to the Vizir the ſum of forty lacks 
of rupees. The Vizir accordingly took the field, joined by one of our 
brigades, and fulfilled his engagement by expelling the Marattas from the 
Rohilla poſſeſſions. Notwithſtanding which, Hafir Rahmet, and the reſt of 
the Rohillas, peremptorily refuſed to acquit themſelves of their part of the 
agreement; and they not only thus infringed the treaty, by withholding the 
ſtipulation agreed upon, but treacherouſly aſſiſted the Morattas againſt the 
Vizir with ſupplies of money, while he was actually engaged, by virtue of the 
treaty, in repelling them from the Rohilla country. This laid the foundation 
of the preſent war againſt the Rohillas, and was the firſt motive which in- 
duced us to join our aid to the Vizir's in chaſtiſing them for their perfidy and 
Ihe agreement for entering with the Vizir upon this new meaſure, appeared 
to us a fit occaſion for eſtabliſhing the Company's alliance with him upon a 
feoting of more adequate advantage to them, Hitherto they had held the 
labouring oar. The heavy burthen of an enormous military expence, under 
which they were ready to ſink, they had conſtantly ſupported, while the Vizis, 
by the tenor of the treaty then exiſting, without contributing to eaſe the 
Company of this weight, experienced the principal and the only immediate 
advantages reſulting from it; thoſe acquired by the Company being remote, 
and conliſting merely in the ſafety of his country, which was a banner to 
theirs. Although we ſtill continue without the lights which had been pro- 
miſed by the Court of Directors for the guidance of our conduct: Yet in 
their letter of the 28th of Auguſt 1771, they expreſſed in ſtronger terms than 
ever they had done before, their intention, in certain. caſes, of authorizing our 
departure from the defenfive principles hitherto recommended, and enjoined. 
"Theſe conſiderations determined us to avail ourſelves of the preſent opportunity 
of aiding the Vir againſt the Rahillas, as the means of obtaining the pro- 
poſed advantages to the Company. | 
« With this view the Preſident was deputed to give the Vizir a meeting at 
Binares, and to conclude a ne form af alliance, in which he was authorized 
to comprehend the Rohilla enterprize, on ſuch adequate and permanent 
terms, as ſhould jndemnify the Company for the expences at all times incurred 
in the Vizir's aſſiſtance; and to ſuch other more immediate conditions as were 
Fuitable to this extraordinary ſervice. A treaty was accordingly concluded; 
Which, in the original draft, included both theſe objects; namely, the agree- 
ment for the fixed montiily ſubſidy of 2, 10, 00 rupees, for the expences of 
dur troops when employed in his ſervice, and the payment of forty lacks of 
rupees for the projected reduction of the Rohillas.— But the Rohilla expe- 
dition was at that time ſet aſide, from the irreſolution of . che Vizir, while the 
ſubſidy which had been conceded in conſideration of our aſſent to this propo- 
ſal ſtill remained an artiole af the new treaty.— The Vizir afterwards. renewed 
his propoſition to attack the Rohillas, and it was again debated in feveral 
ſueceſſive meetings of the Board, as recorded in our proceedings of the 26th 
November 1773, with the reafans at large which determined us ultimately to 


reſolve 


* 
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reſolve on a compliance with the Vizir's requifition. A brigade was ac 
cordingly ordered into his country for that purpole. _ e 
Every circumſtance that could poſſibly. favour this enterprize, by an 
uncommon combination of political conſiderations and fortuitous events, ope- 
rated in ſupport of the meaſure. - - ; 
Ee 2 1ſt, Juſtice to the Vizir for the aggravated breach of treaty in the Rohilla 
Chiefs. 0 | | 
„ 2d, The honour of the Company, pledged implicitly by General Barker's 
atteſtation for the accompliſhment of: this. treaty; and which, added to their | 
alliance with the Vizir, engaged us to ſee redreſs obtained for the perfidy of . 
the Rohillas. %%% T „ | _ 
„ 3d, The completion of the line of defence of the Vizir's dominions, by 
extending his boundary to the natural barrier formed by the northern ch in of 
hills and the Ganges, and their junction. | 5 
« 4th; The acquiſition of 40 lacks of rupees to the Company, and of ſo 
much ſpecie added to the exhauſted currency of thefe provinces. 
„ 5th,/The ſublidy of 2,10,000 rupees per month, for defraying the 
charges of one third of our army employed with the Vizir. 
« 6th, The urgent. and recent orders of the Company for reſcinding 
charges, and procuring the means to diſcharge the heavy debt at intereſt, 
heightened: by the advices of their great diſtreſſes at home.  _ 
* 7th, The abſence of the Marattas from Indoſtan, which left an open 
field for carrying the propoſed plan into execution. 7 
„ 8th, And laſtly, the inteſtine diviſions and diſſenſions in their State, 
which by. engaging them fully ar home, would prevent interruptions from- 
© their incurſions, and leave a moral certainty of ſucceſs to the enterpirze. 
« Theſe were the inducements which determined us to adopt this new 
plan of conduct, in oppoſition. to which, one powerful objection, and only 
ane occurred, namely, the perſonal hazard we ran in undertaking ſo uncom- 
mon a meaſure without poſitive inſtructions, at our own riſk, —with the eyes 
of the whole nation on the affairs of the Company, and the paſſions and pre- 
judices of almoſt every man in England, inflamed againft the conduct of the 
Company, and the characters of. their ſervants ; notwithſtanding which, we 
yielded to. the ſtrong neceſſity impreſſed upon us. by. the inducements above 
mentioned, in ſpite of the ſuggeſtions and the checks of ſelf-intereſt, which 
ſet continually before our eyes, the dread of forfeiting the favour of our: 
employers, and becoming the objects of popular invective, made us invo- 


* 


I luntarily rejoice at. every change in the Vizir's advices, which protracted the - 

| execution of the meaſure. —At length however his reſolution coinciding with 

'F bur opinions, the enterpriae was undertaken z and if our intelligence be con- 

3 firmed, it is now. finally cloſed with that ſucceſs which we had foreſeen from % 
BY the beginning We ſhall then again return to the ſtate of peace trom which 


we emerged when we firſt engaged in the Rohilla expedition, with the actual 
| goſſeſſions, or acknowledged right (which the power of this Government can 
= amply and effectually aſſert) of. near. 70 lacks of. rupees, acquired by the: 


nt 
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monthly ſubſidy, and the ſtipulation ; and it reſts -with-you, to paſs the .ulti- 


mated judgment on our conduct.” 


On the 19th of October 1774, General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and 


Mr. Francis, arrived at Calcutta, They had been informed at Madraſs, that 
inſtead of the pacific ſyſtem of government which they had been ordered to 


maintain and preſerve, the Preſidency of Bengal was engaged in an offenſive 
war. They expreſſed great impatience to be made acquainted with the 


grounds and circumſtances of it; and on the 25th che Govyernor-general laid 


before them the following Minute: 


Governor's Minute. 1 
1 Wo VVV 
Ihe next point which I have, propoſed for your conſideration, is the poli- 
tical ſyſtem of theſe provinces. „ „ 5 
The alliance with the Nabob Sujah Dowla, the Vizir of the empire, is 
the only foreign connection in which this government can be with propriety 
Clive at Illahabad in the. year 1705. „„ 
Ry a new treaty with the V1zir, dated the 8th September 1773, in con- 


ſaid to be engaged. This took place originally by the treaty formed by Lord 


ſequence of an interview which I had with him at Benares, the monthly ſub- 


ſidy for the extraordinary expences of our forces employed in his aſſiſtance 
was fixed at the ſum of 2,10,0c0. rupees for one brigade, and the provinces 


of Korah and Illahabad ceded to him for the ſum of 50 lacks of rupees, of 


which 20 lacks were to be immediately due, and were accordingly paid; 1; 
lacks were to be paid at.the expiration of a year, and the remaining 15 at the 
expiration of two years. = 

« At the ſame time the Vizir had ſolicited the aid of our troops to reduce 
the Rohilla.country, lying on the north of his dominions, between the Ganges 
and the mountains of 'Thibet. The immediate plea for theſe hoſtilities was 
the breach of faith with which the Rohilla chiefs were charged in the ſupplies 
of money afforded by them to the Marattas, againſt whom they had ſolicited 
and obtained the Vizir's aſſiſtance, under a ſolemn engagement to pay him 40 
lacks of rupees on the departure of the Marattas, and for refuſing atterwards 
to-fulfil that engagement. 1 | RY 
This .enterprize, the delign of which furniſhed the firſt occaſion of my 
meeting with the Vizir, formed an article in the original draught of our treaty, 
but it was afterwards omitted at his deſire, and I promiſed that it ſhould fill 


take place, if it ſuited the affairs of the company at any other time, when 


he ſhould find himſelf in a condition to reſume it. Accordingly, in the month 
of January 1774, the Vizir made a formal requiſition of the aſſiſtance of a 
brigade of the company's forces, for the defence of his dominions, and for 
the proſecution of invading the country of the Rohillas. For this ſervice he 
engaged to pay the Company, beſides the ſtipulated monthly ſubſidy, 40 

- | _ re Eten een 


8 1 28 
lacks of rupees, when it ſhould be concluded. The Vizir's requeſt was 
granted; the 2d brigade was ordered on this ſervice, and Colonel Champion, 
the Proviſional Commander in Chief, appointed to the command. Havin 
been joined by the Vizir and his troops, he entered the Rohilla borders on the 
17th April; and on the 23d of the ſame month, attacked and defeated the 
army of the Rohillas, commanded by Hafiz Rahmet, their leader, who was 
killed in the action. This victory was deciſive; no other enemy appeared in 
the field, and the Vizir having obtained poſſeſſion of the greateſt part of the 
country, both armies marched, on the 7th. of May, to the city of Biſooly, 
where quarters were prepared for them; and it was intended they ſhould paſs 
the rains there. But the remaining leaders of the Rohillas having aſſembled 
forces under the command of Fyzoolla Cawn at Nejecbgur, a town on the 
northern frontiers of the country, the Vizir apprehending their acquiring too 
great ſtrength, and that the Marattas might return to interrupt the operations 
before they were brought to a concluſion, prevailed upon Colonel Champion 
to put the brigade again in motion about the latter end of July, and to march 
with him againſt the enemy, although the rains were then at the height. The 
troops enjoyed remarkable good health, and proceeded without oppoſition to 
Pottergur, the enemy flying before them to the ſkirts of the hills, whether 
the combined armies have followed them. They have lain for a conſiderable 
time within a ſhort diſtance of each other; Colonel Champion waiting for or- 
ders from the Select Committee to purſue the enemy beyond the line to which 
he conceived himſelf limited by his inſtructions; the neceſſary orders were 
ſent, and we have been for ſome time paſt in daily expectations of hearing 
that the war was brought to a concluſion, either by the attack and defeat of the 
enemy, or by negociation. The laſt letters from Colonel Champion, which 
you gentlemen have read, were dated the 2d Inſtant, and adviſe, Fyzoolla 
Cawn had delivered himſelf up, but that the negociation was ſtill continued. 

„ The advantages propoſed from this expedition were, 1ſt, An addition of 
territory, and, of courſe, wealth to the Vizir, in which the Company will al- 
ways participate: 2d, The completion of the defenſive line of his dominions, 
by freeing them from an inconvenient neighbour, and by taking into them the 
whole ſpace included between the Ganges and the Northern Mountains: 
3d, The employment of a third part of our force, and a ſaving at the ſame 
time of its expences: And, laſtly, the ſtipulation of 40 lacks, to be paid 
at the conclufion of the undertaking. — The retreat of the Marattas to their 
ancient territories, - and the violent diſſenſions which had ariſen in their ſtate, 
were arguments ſtrongly favouring the time which was choſen for beginnin 
the war; and the juſtice of it is ſupported by the undoubted refuſal of Hafiz 
Rahmet to fulfil the conditions of this treaty with the Vizir, of which the ori- 
ginal, witneſſed by General Sir Robert Barker, is in our poſſeſſion, | | |» 
.« Many detached events, ſuch as the claim of the army to a ſhare in the 
plunder of the conquered country, the donation offered to them by the Vizir, a 
claim of the King Shah Allum to a mw of the conquered diſtricts, will ap- 


Pear 
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pear in the courſe of the correſpondence between the Select Committee and 
Col. Champion, and do not require further notice in this place. 

« The ſecond payment of the treaty: money for Korah and Illahabad ill 
remained undiſcharged by the laſt advices, but orders had iflued for effecting 
it, and an Engliſh gentleman had been appointed by the Vizir to receive 
and take charge of it at Fyzabad his capital. 

« The monthly ſubſidy has been paid with ſufficient ene ; 8 at leaſt we 
have had no information to the contrary. The 40 lacks of rupees ſtipulated 
for the performance of the preſent ſervice 1 confider as now due, though the 
Vinir makes ſome objections; but the defeat of Fyzoolla Cawn's troops, or 

the concluſion of the negotiation with him, has probably by this time put the 
Company's right beyond- diſpute. There remains alſo a fmall balance of 
former accounts fill v unadjuſted. Theſe will conſtitute a principal part, if 
not the whole, of our concerns with the Vizir. When the buſineſs on which 


we have been to this time engaged with hun is concluded, I apprehend no dif- 
ficulty in procuring payment. | 
« The bounds which I had preſcribed to bit in this paper, and which I. 

have already exceeded, will [not admit of my entering into a diſcuſſion: 
of the benefits depending on the alliance of the Company with the Vizir. 
Theſe will appear at large on various parts of our records, to which I ſhalt- 
hereafter diſtinctly refer. They may be reduced to the following abridgment ; . 
a ſecure barrier, a conſtant occupation for a part of our army, a reduction of 
our military expences, and an accumulating fund of future wealth. He. 
cannot long ſubſiſt without our protection, and is incapable of himſelf of be · 
coming an object of our Le or apprehenſion. 

e Far the better communication with the Vizir; and for the maintenance of 
that confidence which is neceſſary to perpetuate. the alliance between the 
Vizir and the Company, it has been judged adviſable to appoint. a re- 
fident at the Durbar *, as the immediate agent of the Governor, with whom 
alone he officially. correſpon ds. The gentleman employed in that ſtation is 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, 3 whoſe diſcretion, integrity and ability, from 
the diſcharge of his truſt, I have every reaſon to be omg latisfied.” 


Upon conſideration of this Minute, and the various papers on the Com- 
pany's records relative to the Rohilla war, General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
ton, and Mr. Francis,, deſired that the Governor would lay before the Board 
his correſpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colonel Champion. The Go- 
vernor offered to give ſuch letters as he ſaid related to — buſineſs; re- 
ſerving others, which he alleged to have been written under the ſeal of ſe- 
crecy; and that opinions were often therein given, which would prejudice 
the Writers i made public. The majority urged their oathiof ſecrecy, and 
promiſed that nothing of that kind ſhould be revealed. The Governor, 
. perſiſted in refufing to lay before them the whole 1 


The Durbar i is the court of any great man. 


| which 
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which refuſal gave riſe to much jealouſy, and created great ſuſpicions con- 
cerning the motives and grounds upon which the Robilla war had been un- 
dertaken. This appears to have been the ſource. of the unhappy. differences 
which prevail in the Council in Bengal; and from that moment all hope of 
unanimity ceaſed, On this occaſion the Governor General entered a Minute, 
and the "TOE of the Council a et. in the following words: 


The Gepe s | Minute. 


28th October, 1774. = 
cc I diſſent GL the WL ES of the Board, 'becauſe I do not think the 
whole of the correſpondence, which the Commander! in Chief deſires to have 
laid before the Board, is neceſſary for their information; and becauſe, as 1 
have alread iy declared, there are gy parts of iddleton's, which 
comprehend an unreferved and confidential comm ication of his opinion, 
and " ſuch occurrences as he judged neceſſary for my private information, 
entered into and carried on by 1 on my repeated aſſurances, that I would 
not reveal any part of his W eians Thith might ſubject him to ill-will 
or inconvenience. 

That IL had a right to give Mr. Middleton ſuch affurances at the time I de- 
livered him his "och cannot be doubted, and it will be found perfectly 
conſonant to the truſt repoſed in me by the adminiſtration. It was the con- 
dition and expreſs declaration in his appointment, that he ſhould be my of- 
ficial agent in the maintenance of that intercourſe with the Vizir which the 


Honourable Company had committed eſpecially and ſolely to my charge, and 


for which J alone was reſponſible. Such were the ideas and the practice, with - 
no exceptions, which could invalidate the rule of every adminiſtration in 
Bengal, from the year del to the diſſolution of the late Government; and 
I will venture to appeal to the Members of the laſt Council, whether they 
did not undertland d yew I was allowed to employ the ſervices of Mr. Middle- 

ton with the latitude: I have deſcribed. 
If the latitude allowed me in the exerciſe of theſe conſtitutional powers by 
the former adminiſtration ſhould be deemed, under the new Government, too 
extenſive, it depends on them to retrench it; but I conceive that engagements, 
of whatſoever nature, contracted by me, during that period, are underſtood to 
be conſiſtent with the rules of the ſervice, and the powers veſted in me can 

loſe no part of their obligation by a change of Government. If theſe en- 
gagements were legal, no power on earth can authoriſe. me to violate them, 
much leſs ſhall I ſubmit to. an ex poſt fafta law of ſo ſudden formation. If 
they were not legal, I ſhall patiently ſubmit. to the cenſure of. thoſe to 
whom only I am accountable. 

] muſt be permitted further to obſerve, that to me the whole 88 
in this buſineſs carries the air of an inquiſition into my perſonal conduct 
in my negociations with the Vizir. After having ſolemnly declared to the 
Board, that I would lay before them, every part of the correſpondence ng | 

2 which 
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which could give any information upon public affairs, without waiting for this: 


communication, without knowing whether it would furniſh them with every 


light that could be deſired, or whether any chaſm would be found in the intelli- 
gence for want of the reſt of the correſpondence, they arbitrarily reſolve that 
I ſhould expoſe to them all the minutiæ of a confidential correſpondence, and 


| betray into public record the unreſerved opinions of a young man, hazarded 


only on the moſt ſacred aſſurances of ſecrecy, from the only perſon to whom he 
looked upon himſelf as accountable in that immediate duty. I muſt declare 
that I regard. this as prejudging a matter not yet completely laid before the 


Board, merely to convey a cenſure on my former adminiſtration in the branch. 


of correſpondence with the foreign powers, and to introduce the change pro- 
poſed with every circumſtance of mortification to mee. 
„ will conclude with a few words, which Ithink neceffary, reſpecting Mr. 
Middleton, for obviating any conſtruction to his prejudice which may be 
drawn from what I have ſaid of the ſecret nature of part of His correſpond- 
ence; I therefore now declare, that I never either expected or received from 
him any informations reſpecting individuals, which the ſtricteſt honour could 
not juſtify; nor has he ever conveyed to me an opinion or a word reflectin 


o 


upon the character of any Gentleman in the ſervice; unleſs. the letters, which 
| ſhall lay before the Board, ſhall be conſtrued to have fuch a tendency. As to 


the reſt, I am certain, that the whole of Mr. Middleton's management, in- 


_ cluding even his moſt ſecret and confidential correſpondence,. whenever it ſhall 


be publickly known, will reflect honour both on his principles and abilities, 
and recommend him to the notice of his employers, in a manner that will be: 
favourable to himſelf, and do credit to me in the choice I made of him. 
I have now formally to acquaint the Board, that all the official letters of 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, and ſuch: parts even of his private correſpond- 
ence as I can with propriety ſhew, ſhall: be laid before them. A copy alſo 
ſhall be delivered of my letters addreſſed to him, in which I ſhall obſerve the 
W, TT TOS WILT. . 
« All Colonel Champion's official letters ſhall' be laid before the Board, 
with copies of mine to him if required; but ſuch as have paſſed between us 


of a familiar and friendly communication, I do not think myſelf authoriſed to 
produce; becaufe they were written only for our mutual information; and his. 
are expreſsly marked with a diſtinft mode of addreſs, for thoſe which he in- 


rended as confidential. I am the more obſervant of this rule towards Colonel 
Champion, becauſe our correſpondence has not been altogether cordial on many: 
points, and we have ſeveral times expoſtulated with each other on theſe to- 
pics with the freedom of private friends, and in a ſtile which, though decent. 
in every degree, is yet different, perhaps, from the formal addreſſes of official. 
correſpendence. 1 J od amis em and 
PORT TO | (Signed) WAREN HASTINGS. 
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Proteſt of General Clavering, Colonel. M. anſom, and M ro 


Francis. 


| 281b Oftober, 1774. 
OUR reaſons for proteſting, as we now do, againſt the Governor Ge- 
neral's refuſal to communicate to this Board, the whole of his original corre- 
ſpondence with the Company's reſident 'at the Vizir's Durbar, and with: 
the Commander in Chief of the Company's forces employed in the ex- 
pedition againſt the Rohillas, are founded upon thoſe which induced us 
to concur in the motion made by General Clavering, and approved of 
by a majority of the Board for obtaining a communication of the above 
_ correſpondence. We beg leave to ſtate thoſe reaſons to the Board';— 
Upon our arrival at Fort William, the firſt material intelligence that came 
before us, concerning the ſtate of the Company's affairs, was, that one third 
of their military force was actually employed under the command of Sujah 
Doulah, not in defending his territories againſt invaſion; but in aſſiſtng him 
to ſubdue an independent ſtate, and uniting it to his own dominions. In- 
 quiring farther into facts, and examining the proceedings of the late Preſi- 
dent and Council, as far as the ſhortneſs of time, and immediate preſſure of 
other buſineſs, would permit us, we found, that the reduction of the Rohillas 
was completed, and that our army, about the beginning of this month, was 
ſtationed upon the fkirts of the mountains of Tibet, at a place ſo diſtant 
from our frontier, and ſo conſiderably to the north of Delhi, that it is not 
comprehended in any of the ordinary maps of Indoſtan. We ſhall not now 
enter into the public arguments by which ſuch a meaſure may be arraigned 
or defended. It is ſufficient for the purpoſe of the preſent Proteſt; that the 
meaſure itſelf carries upon the face of it, a manifeſt violation of all thoſe 
principles of policy, which we know have been eſtabliſhed by the higheſt. 
authority; and tilt now, univerſally admitted, (even by the late Preſident and: 
Council themſelves) as the baſis of the Company's Councils, in the admini- 
ftration of their affairs in India, Involved therefore in this contradiction be- 
teen facts and principles, and foreſeeing the immediate neceſſity to which: 
ve might be reduced, of adopting or departing from the political ſyſtem, in 
which the late Preſident and Council have engaged the Company ; we thought: 
it our duty to inquire minutely into-every tranſaction, record; correſpond- 
ence, or other document, which had relation to that ſyſtem. From- that 
inquiry, and from the information laid before us by the Governor General, 
it appears that the aſſiſtance now given to Suja Dowla, is not founded upon 
any ſpeciſic treaty between him and the Company; that it ariſes from a ver- 
bal agreement only, which the late Preſident entered into with him, at their 
conference at Benares; that with reſpect to the terms of the agreement, the: 
only authority to which either party can appeal, is contained in a letter from 
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the Vizir to the late Preſident; and that the active meaſures which have fol- 
lowed from that agreement, were adopted by the late Council with the greateſt 
reluctance. In this ſituation, other lights into the nature of the negociations 
and engagements with Suja Dowla, beyond any that we have yet received, 
are undoubtedly neceſſary to direct our judgments. We think a complete 
communication of the original correſpondence between the late Preſident, 
and the Company's reſident at the Durbar, and the Commander in Chief of 
the Company's forces now in the field, indiſpenſably requiſite for the infor- 
mation of the Board. The Governor General has declined laying before us, 
that complete correſpondence, for reaſons which do not appear to us 
to be ſatis factory. The Court of Directors, in their letter of the 230 
March 1770, have laid down a poſitive rule concerning the Governor's ſepa- 
rate correſpondence, which evidently applies to the. preſent caſe. It is there- 
in ordered, that the. Governor ſingly ſnall correſpond with the country 
powers, but all letters, before they ſhall be by him ſent, muſt be communi- 
cated to the other members of the Select Oumenitobe, and receive their appro- 
bation; and allo, all letters whatever, Which may be received by the Gover- 
nor, in anſwer to, or in the courſe of his correſpondence, ſhall Aikewiſe be 
laid before the ſaid Select Committee, for their information and conſidera- * 
tion.“ Beſides, this particular order of the Court of Directors, which we are 
bound to conſider as a ſtanding; inſtruction to the Board, we think it incon- 
ſiſtent with. the general principles of a free government, that the Chief of any 
Council ſhall carry on a ſecret. correſpondence with the miniſters or officers of 
the government, independent of the Council; and much more, that he ſhould 
be at liberty to refuſe to the Council, a communication of that correſpond- 
ence, when requeſted by them. It is a kind of truſt, which in our judge- 
ment, cannot with ſafety be veſted in any —_— It tends. to convert a 
public miniſter and officer, employed and the ſtate, into a private 
Agent, which, in fact, the preſent reſident at 1 yt ag is deſcribed to be, 
not only by the Governor General himſelf, in the courſe of our debates on 
this ſubject; but in his minute delivered into che Board on the 26th inſtant, 
and by the Select Committee, in their letter to Colonel Champion, dated the 
23d of May 1774. It tends to leſſen the dignity of the Boafd, and to render 
: the appointment of the preſent Governor General and Council unneceſſary. 
For theſe, and other weighty reaſons, it appears to us, that we ſhould not ac- | 
quit ourſelves of the duty which we owe to the honourable Court of Directors, — © 
and the Eaſt-India Company, if we did not ſolemnly proteſt againſt the Go- 
vernor General's conduct, in refuſing the communication regueſted of him 
by the Board, as a refuſal not founded upon right, and againſt all the con- 
ſequences which may attend our not being furnithed-by wich ſufficient 
lights, to inform and direct us at the outſet of our meg. 2 
28th. October, 1774. | J. CLAVERING.. 
Examined ＋ . 1 Geo. Monsox. 
55 P. Francis.” 


On 


1 


On- the. 6th of October, Colonel Monſon moved, that Mr. Middleton, 
| who (though a Company's ſervant, and:paid by the Company) was ſtyled the 
Private 1 of the late Preſident, and whoſe correſpondence was with- held 
from the Board, ſhould be immediately recalled to the Preſidency, The 
queſtion was carried in the affirmative, and the n thereupon entered - 


the following Diſſent... 


« 1 diſſent from: the reſolution of the majority of the Board, for the ai. 
miſſion of Nathaniel Middleton from his employment; and 1 hereby enter 
my . ſolemn proteſt- againſt all the conſequences of ſo violent 'a meaſure, 
which proclaims to all the powers of Hindoſtan, in almoſt the firſt public act 
of the new adminiſtration, .the total abolition- of the authority, which they Fx 
have hitherto ſeen exerciſed by me, either in perſon or through my official 
agent, as the firſt and executive member of the government of Bengal; an 
authority which has been confirmed to me by an act of the Britiſh egilla- 
ture, and eſpecially aſſigned me by the inſtructions of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, in the clauſe appointing me the ſole channel of correſpond- 
dence wich the princes and powers of India. 

(Signed) W. HASTINGS,” if 


The majority were proceeding to the Ame dee confilcratios 8. 60 recal - 
of the army, but the Governor oppoſed it, alleging that there were yet 
many papers and records to be conſulted, particularly ſuch parts of the-cor- 
reſpondence as he could lay before them; the Fig of which would pro · 
. bably alter their preſent opinion. The buſineſs: was accordingly adjourned, - 
Part of the e Sarg was produced, and cherein the letters of Colonel 
Champion, already ſtated 

On the 28th October, General Clavering gave in the heads of iaſtructions 
propoſed to be given to the commanding officer of the brigade, deferring 
the conſideration of them till the 31ſt, = (after much altercation) reſolu- 
tions were come to by the Board, upon which the nnn 
tions to the eee was written: : 


"ot 3 | Oftober 31, 1774. 
We are now to acquaint you, that we have thought proper to recal to 
the preſidency Mr. Middleton, the reſident at the Vizir's © — and have 
directed him to deliver over to you whatever documents, accounts, or 
papers, he may have in his hands, relating to the Vizir's peeuniary engage 
ments with the company. 

« As we have farther determined to charge you with the negociations re- 
ſpecting theſe engagements, and the conſequent payments due to the Company 
from the Vizir, we proceed to give you fuch inſtructions for your guidance, > 
as we judge expedient on the occaſion, -- 


«© You-+ 


ee 
% You-will then immediately, on the receipt of this letter, wait on the 
Vizir, and, in the moſt decent and reſpectful terms, repeat the demand which 
has been already made to him, of the forty lacks of rupees due to the Com- 
; pany, on account of their aſſiſtance in the reduction of the Rohilla en 
agreeable to his ſtipulations. ö < 


« You ure at the ſame time to demand of him the payment of ſuch 
other ſums as may then have become due in virtue of his other engagements, 


and you are hereby empowered to liquidate all gs which may then, 
remain unſettled between the Company and him. 


„ Although you are thus inſtructed to make an immediate demand on the 
Vizir for.the whole of the forty lacks, and for ſuch other payments as may 
be due at that time:; yet, if you find that it is impoſſible for him to comply 
with the whole of this demand, you are hereby directed to receive from him 
what he may offer in ready | Money, provided it 1s not leſs than twenty lacks, 

and. to ſettle a Kiſtbundee * with him for the remainder, payable. at — 
riods within twelve months, as the longeſt term. 

In caſe he ſhould refuſe to comply with the above demands, you are 
then to enter a formal proteſt againſt him for the failure of his engagements, 
containing a declaration that the Company have fulfilled theirs with him; 

and within fourteen days from the receipt of theſe inſtructions, you are to 

retire with the army under your command, and withdraw it into the Com- 
pany's territories. But in caſe you ſhould'be able to finiſh theſe negociations 
with the Vizir in the manner preſcribed, you are then only to withdraw the 
army within the limits of the province of Oude, and continue with him 
there, if he ſhould require it, for the defence of his original dominions, with 
the provinces of Korah and Illahabad, but if he ſhould not make ſuch a 
requiſition, you are then to return with the whole of the forces under your 
command to rhe cantonments of Dinapore. 

At any rate, in quitting the Vizir, you are to acquaint him, that the 
Governor General and Council propoſe to appoint a perſon to reſide at his 
court, and to declare, that they mean firictly to adhere to the treaties of 
Illahabad and Benares. ; 

If you ſhould apprehend any difficulty or danger to the troops in their 
retreat, in caſe of your departure on the firſt ſuppoſition of the Vizir's re- 
fuſing to fulfil his engagements, in that caſe, you are to ſuſpend the proteſt 

and declaration before enjoined, and take the beſt means in your power for 
the preſervation of the army, adviſing us immediately of your ſituation. 

In all this buſineſs, we recommend the greateſt temper and moderation, 
and enjoin that your remonſtrances be made, although with firmneſs, yet with 
weſpect and tokens A friendilip, ſo as to CONVEY to him the idea that the 


'_ 


: 
7 
ll 
TS [ 
iP i i 
id} 
5 
14 
1 
} I 
©4 +5 
5. 349 
1994 
1 
1 , 
v4 my 
j4 
. 
—_ 
2 > 
; * 
14 
= 
i 3:80 
n 
3 . 
1 
4144 
Y z 
x 
# . 
4 
I 
i 
a | 
{48.8 
#Y 4 
* + 
i 
« 1B 
"© 
n 
E = 
+4 . 
1 
+ x 
my 
17 
1 
= >» 
44 hl 
. 
, Ft 
IT 41 | ; 
. 
1 
* 
1 
* 7 
38 
LK 
n 
«40 
14,3! 
ein 
N . 
5 
»Þ 14 
3.4 
der 
FLF 
1 
1 
* 


"$44 
-4 
£4 

"1x 

—* 
LE 
1 
44 
N ö 
144 
N 
#3 
$42 
It (4 
1:4 
* 

18 

: * 

1 


3 * Payment by Inſtallments, 5 1 IE 


* 33 * 1 


Company, in inſiſking on their jult rights, have nd intention to depart' from 
their alliance and connection with 1 
e are 
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- The ener an this een Linton ths - following D Difſeat: n 

« diſſent from this reſolution, and proteſt. againſt the conſequence which 
may attend it, becauſe it cuts off all communication between the Govern- 
ment and the Vizir, but through the channel of the Commander in Chief, 
which is contrary to the article © the Company's inſtrgftions; becauſe it gives 
rhe Commander of the army, the power 25 h \s caleb of difference 
between himſelf and the Vizir, and by ſo declared a proof of the prevalence 
of the military influence, inevitably tends to diſſolve the alliance between the 

Company and the Vizir, who can hope for no redreſs from an appeal to the 
Government, and muſt therefore either ſu ubmiſſively acquieſce in every act of the 
. military Commander, however violent, ot ſcek for a remedy in other alliances. 
Buy the ſyſtem hitherto eſtabliſhed, the controul of the Board has been 
ſufficient to reſtrain the power of the military Commander from every dan- 
gerous exceſs, had he been diſpoſed to make that ill uſe of it, and the Vizir 
was freed from every apprehenſion of the kind, by his reliance on the inter- 
poſition of the Governor to whom'he had an immediate appeal, =To whom- 
ſoever this E truſt may be delegated, which is now given to the officer 
who may chance to be in command at the time, that the orders of the Council 

may reach the army, I declare, 11 I cannot conſiſtently with my duty, 
admit his advices as authentic, ſince it is his intereſt to conceal from the 
knowiedge of the Council every circumſtance and tranſaction, which, if 
known, might ſubject his conduct to blame, or oppoſe any deſign which his 
ambition, his intereſt,' or prejudices, might dictate, 

„The Board have been pleaſed to compliment me with the foil n of 
the perſon who ſhould ſucceed Mr. Nathaniel Middleton in His office, And 
have declined i it, becauſe 1 foreſaw in his removal, the'reſolution to throw all 
power and truſt into the hands of the military Commander; the propoſal was 
actualhy made to this effect, before the intimation of any reference to my 
choice; and with ſo recent an inſtance of my own agent. recalled, without a 
INS proof or ſuſpicion alleged of his miſconduct, I did not chuſe to expoſe 


F any 


1 44] 
any other perſon yham L ſhould wenne, * 0 hazard pf, kl oY 


fame cauſeleſs diſgrace. 
(Siehe 5 7 w. HASTY Los. 
Ex'. L. 1 6: 1 2 


170 t} t js, {9 0 ity ity teplied, That the appointment of 25 Com- 
mwmander iu Ch ie and confined to the liquidation of 
accounts, n ki Jin days ſtay with the Vizir, where they had at that 
time no. other agents ak 2 they had never thought of appointing any 
; other perſon to ref de. wit Ritt, but a civil ſervant. 
On the 14th NoVeEmbef, the Governor General propoſed that. th brigade - 
ſhould ſtill be continued at Ramgaut, within the Rohulla. W 'bf the. fol- 
lowing Minute. | 


2 1 14 


5 The Governor recommends, that thi clauſe in the Tate Au ons given 
to the Commander of, the army, requiring him. to withdraw. the brigade into 
the province dee A fter, aymen ge keen dene the ums due 
che Vii, he Mſeretionary: power be left with, the officer 
who may, be in _ 4 go .the Anigadeo 40 camginge;in the Htetion at 
gauy, uowul the, Viaur's, ppyernmend tall be;s8eciually chabliched in his 
new acquired. paſſe ns; gr gth e e bee induce 1 : 
cammand, to believe that the Engliſh; farceß may evacuate char OH. . 
Kue pete tothe danger ot freſh hoſtilities... 0 
He begs leave ph TVo that ag the time when che reſolution was taken: 
for withdrawing, the brigade,'.4s was duppoſed 20 he ( frem che laßt advices), in 
the moſt diftang,, extremity of ghe! Rohilla province; but, we are lince; 44 
tured by aner er. that ic wa n. the point of rewuning tg Ramgaut, Which 
lies within ff }xty mules. Hom the borders of the province of Oude; in which. 
ſtation it will be equal 1. able to perform any ſervice for which, ig. may be 
required, 3s, if it mas, quartered; within the, limits af the province of. #7 
and means may he cally; tqund; to.induce ther Migit t Siye big yaluntary. affrag. 
to its entire retygat, Wit! 195 much loſs ot, im from the Rohilla cqumſy 
h country, ghough cena is mot in, 2, ace of Sonfiswel 2 
jectign, Fyzoo Ia Caun has as ſubmitzed to the conditions impoſed on him, and 
to acknowledge himſelf the vaſlal of the. Vizir y but he is at Mae and, 155 
again aſſert his pretenſſons to che terxirory, which, has been wreſted from bi 


it he ſecs no danger im the, attempt. Eljs forces were; ofcderedi to be tra 


ported beyond the Ganges; but they ſtill exiſt, though, banded and. * 
with, caſe be. re: aſſembled, if it ſhould. ſuic their foxmer Chief 10 gecal them, 

before time were allowed to di peck ar to er maſters; To enſure the 

permanent poſſeſſiqan of the Wee e country: proper officers muſt, 
ſtationed in it by che V Vizir. to ell Rabliſh his! nog ne fgg and regulate ie col 

lections. 1942 5 10 :{& (41 1 ; 111 -* 

© + Theſe ends may be be effected With caſe, and He danger of ihe revole eff. 


tally. obviated, bu the temparany.. PIERS 2þlf chat force by hee 55 


t u 1 


— whereas — da) of: che-fingliſh army, in 
oppoſition to the Vizir, and dhefore. the ſettiement of che countryiwas bbm+) 


Fleted /i would be ine vitably conſtrued as a' dure iuidication / that che pteſent 
adminiftration of the Company: ved of the late engagements with the: 
Virit for the conqueſt. df the Rohilla country, and was reſolved te withdraw 
its interpoſition from all future concerns in that quarter. Such a belief at this 


time ovight de sbe cauſe of a general revolt, and of a loſs. of all de advamages 
obtained by auriaros Nh, Whatever divexſity of opinion may preygi]'con- 
aerning che propriety ot che paſt tranſactienz , the Governor: is perſuaded..os 
very foraign from the intentionof every member of che unc: he deeb hot 
form theſe ag certain, but probable concluſions; and as they, may be prevented 
by a temporary n of the brigade at Ramgaut, or in any other ſtatian 
equally convenient for the pte ſent protefition of the ROhIIA n, aß chte 
is bolp ſerv les fer it n e part of the V.izir's Yeaunignay and as 
the propob tion now ſubmitzes to che Board. is Katy fly; conßiſtent Wah dhe in- 
ſtruchons already given by-ghe;Coungil te abs Commander of xhe arpiy 3/ the 
Governor hopes it wall obtain their concurrence, He withes to take the apinon 
of Mr. Mamſon upon this pecakion,” ang is Milling te allow it an c ffect in the 
dealon which may be phſſed zip on the quoſtion, as chat gentleman is prevented. = 
by iſicleneis from attending at t Board, W 1 the | 


reſolurion or withdrawing he t Moir zi oonivorg 79 10 6 
5 e 11 07 Urn 55 WARREN HASTINGS. 
4 1 
92 nt ne 4 * C33-” | 
100 al, propoiion Colonel: Manſon and. General cent relied 0 | 
follows mr none ether 211 1550 200 3&0 1 
15447100 Mr: 9h > 10 25 lie arti Vox Es Now 1774: 


« lam extremely ſenſible of thy et hee . che honourable che 
Sue General, in allowing my opinion to have its conſequence in the de- 
ciſton of a queſtion before the Board, notwithſtanding Tam prevented by ſick- 
neſs attending there. I have already g given my ſentiments on ther ſubject, and 
am the more ſtrongly confirmed in them;'as the lateſt advices from Colonel 
Champion mention, that he ould ſee the Rahillas paſs the river before he 
would maren to Ramgact. The Vizir rherefore will ver in N af the 
country, and our part of the ſtipulatian accom ed.” : 

The brigade is te remain in the province of Oude, at dhe requiſition of 
the Vizir, for defenſive meaſures. The Rohifla country, a congueſt made by 
the Vizir ſince the treaties of Illahabad! and Benares, Cannot be conſidered 
within thoſe treaties. H che Company are to defend that cen, 516 is 
cogent reaſon againſt aiding'the Vizir in the conqueſtiof t. 4% 
* Colonel Champion of! opinion, that it is neceſſary to prepare for the 
reception of the MArateas; e 0 ag 9 yl erung their 
- a HY 2 . nl MW. D918 - ſtores, 
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L 36 J 
ſtores, &c. in proper order. The moſt effectual mode to e che inroads of 
the Marattas, is to have our force within our province. va 
„therefore would adviſe, that the brigade ſhould return to Dinaport; 


unleſs demanded by" _ e for 10 ene of his ancient dominions. = 
Ex. J. S. . Lee eee ao ff: _ GEO. en ago 


2 be V 95 ling B h November, wen 
4 The reſult of the een Generabs Minute, now delivered in to the 
Board, being that the order, which has been ſent to Colonel Champion to 
withdraw the brigade within a certain time out of the Rohilla country, in 


conſequence of the reſolution of the Council on the 4th and gth propoſitions, | 


which I ſubmitted to the Board on the 28th'u/t, may be annulled ; and that 
Colonel Champion, or the Commander of the army, be directed to remain 
at Ramgaut, where the laſt intelligence mentioned he was retiring, till the 
new government in the Rohilla country be quite eſtabliſned; the arguments 
employed by the Governor General to recommend this alteration in our 
reſolutions are; firſt, That the Rohillas might take up arms again, and re- 
cover their country if our army left it. Secondly, That ſo precipitate a ſtep 
would perſuade the Vizir that the Governor General and Council were not 
well diſpoſed towards him. Thirdly, That the brigade not being now wanted 


within our own provinces, it might on any exigency be ſoon brought into 


the country of Oude, as the diſtance from Ramgaut to the neareſt part of 


the Vizir's dominions i 1s not more than 60 miles, 
« In reply to theſe arguments I will beg leave to ſtate, that we are not 


any more obliged to defend the Rohilla country for the Vizir, thaw we were 
to conquer 1t. for him. That I conſider the verbal promiſe, by virtue of 


which the late Preſident engaged to march the brigade to attack the Rohillas, 


as no treaty; it had none of the requiſites of a Contract; there was neither 
witneſs nor ſignature to it: But I will go further and declare, that if this 


engagement had been provided with all the formalities of a ſolemn treaty, 5 
would not have heſitated to have given my vote to have broken it; becauſe, 


firſt, it was an unjuſt war; ſecondly, it is exactly the caſe, which the legiſ- 
lature pointed out to us for our interference, when it inveſted the Governor 
General and Council with a power of comptrolling the other Preſidencies; 3 
thirdly, becauſe, the Directors have repeatedly prohibited the Governor and 
Council of this Preſidency undertaking any ſchemes of foreign conqueſt, or 
departing from the abſoſute line of the defence of the poſſeſſions of the 
Company, together with thoſe which they are obliged to defend by the treaty. 
of Illahabad; fourthly, becauſe the late Preſident and Council have pledged 
every thing that can be dear to them as men, never to depart from the 
ſolemn promiſe they made, when they ſigned their names to the zoth para- 
graph of their letter to the Court of Directors from the Select Committee, 
of the 10th November 1772, in the following words: In one point you 
yo + may reſt” aſſured of our unanimous concurrence, that no 1 or 


8 . Sconſider- — 


» - 


: E | 

« conſideration ſhall either tempt or compel us to paſs the political line 
« which we have laid down for our operations with the Vizir: We have told 
« him, and repeated, that we will affift him with your force in the. defence 
« of his dominions againſt all invaders, but that we will not engage in any 
ac offenſive war, nor ſuffer your army to be carried beyond the borders of his 
« territory. And to this reſolution we will ſteadily adhere.” “ 
el might add to theſe four conſiderations, which it is to be hoped will have 
ſome weight with the Governor General, conſidering the authority with which 
fome of them at leaſt are ſtamped ; that it is reaſonably to be apprehended, 
that if the powers of Indoſtan ſhall perceive that the Governor General and 
Council, in. imitation of their predeceſſors in office, do continue to afford 
protection to the Vizir in maintaining his unjuſt acquiſition of the Rohilla 
country; they will confederate with the remains of thoſe unhappy people to 
_ extirpate the Vrzir, and then attack the Company's poſſeſſions, perhaps at the 
_ ailierent pranſeneors bitt 8 
In regard to the interpretation which the Governor General ſuggeſts the 
Vizir will put on ſo abrupt a departure of the brigade from the -Rohilla 
country before he has fully eſtabliſhed his own authority in it; if the Gover- 
nor General will be pleaſed to refer to dates, he will find there muſt. be near 
two months from the day when Fyzoolla Cawn eapitulated to the time allowed 
to the commander of the army to withdraw the brigade into the country of 
Oude, which time will be judged more than ſufficient to eſtabliſh his govern- 
ment in a ruined country, deſerted by its inhabitants and protectors, without other 
e are intended, the drift of which have appeared by the opinion de- 
livered by Mr. Barwell at this Board; namely, that we are equally bound to 
defend his acquiſition of the Rohilla country againſt all invaders, as we are his 
antient domain. If ſuch opinions have been tranſmitted to the Vizir, it is 
high time he ſhould be undeceived for his own ſake and for our reputation. 
This new adminiſtration will not exceed, I truſt, the powers which have been 
confided to them by the Legiſlature and the Honourable Court of Directors, 
whoſe ſanction as yet only authorizes us to comply with the ſtipulations of 
the xreacy 08 Wikabid ito oe ph ungtonoed 2767 7 „ OWLS 
With regard to the laſt argument, that the brigade is not now wanted with- 
in the Company's poſſeſſions, and that the diſtance between Ramgaut and the 
neareſt part of the country of Oude being ſo ſhort that in caſe of an exigency 
it might be eaſily tranſported into that country; I. will remark, that the new 
adminiſtration can only judge of the neceſſity of the troops being nearer the 
Company's frontiers, by the correſpondence, that has been laid before the 
Council, by which correſpondence, curtailed as it has been, it ſtill appears that 
both the Governor General and the Commander of the army thought that 
the Marattas would return upon the Ganges in the Autumn. If their con- 
jectures were juſt, it certainly would be very proper to be prepared for the 
danger, by approaching the army nearer to the frontiers of Bahar, which 
frontiers are at preſent only protected by one battalion of Sepoys and 32 
European invalids at Chunagur, by ſęven companies of brigade Sepoys at 
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1 and one company of the latter at Buxar, the reſt of che army being 
ſtationed as low down as Berhampore, and conſequently. nat 190 to protect 
the frontiers of Bahar, in caſe it ſhould he ſuddenly attacked by the Marattas. 
the King, or any other power wham we may have ꝓrovdked. | 
It is for this reaſon as well as my dcfice-ro.pay OI the commgods 

of the Honourable Court of Directors, ho have enjoined that their arm 
ſnould never be carried beyond che line Phe have 0 exactly delineated, that 
I hope the orders ſent to the Commanae th e au Ay not be zevgked. 


Mr. F rancis alſo replied, by a A minute to the fame elfe, and the former re- 
ſolutions were therefore adhercd to. 

The execution of them fell to the Thare of Colonel | Galliep, wha had [FM 
| ceeded to the command of the brigade on Calansl {Champion's ede tion, 
But the declining health of the Vizir retarded thoſe opera Ry 800 is death 

which happened early in February 177 f, opened a HEW. iti 

occaſioned the mareh of the brigade to Fyzabad, the cap. 

for the protection of fis ſon under the appreienſian.gf a diſpu 1 
What relates tothe Rohilla war may therefore be Joſed 8 7 Tae of 


the Court. of. Directors, and of * Sen e chereupo | ed, in 
dale idle | l i TY ' 45 11 FP 5 
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Reſolved, That the agreement made vith of ah Dovilab; for the hire. af. 2 
part of the Company's troops for the auen of the Rohilla country, and 
the ſubſequent ſteps taken for carrying on that war, were founded on wrong 
policy; cantrary to the general orders of the Company, frequently repeated, 
for keeping their troops within the bounds of the provinces, and for not ex- 
tending their conqueſts; and were alfo contrary to thoſe nt. Principles 
which the Company wiſh ſhould be 1ypported. 

Reſolved, That To whole .correſpondence between the. Governor - genen! 
and Mr. Middleton ſhould have been laid before the Members of the Superior 
Council, who ought to have received every information reſpecting the tranſ- 


actions of the Company's Agent at Sujah Doula 8 ae in e 40 vogue 
late their 1 at nee "_ 


FE a Gauer Court of the nite 4 Bale Ghee, held 
on Weaneſday ihe 6b December 1775. 


Reſlued exanimaighy, That natwithſtanding this Court: bath the higheſt 
opinion of the ſervices and integrity of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; and cannet 
admit a ſuſpician of corrupt motives operating on bus conduct without proof; 

ee det 
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yet they are of opinion, with their Court of Directors, that the agreement 
made with Sujah Dowlah for the hire of a part of the Company's troops 
for the Nd of the Rohilla country, and the ſubſequent ſteps taken for 
carrying on that war, were founded on wrong policy, were contrary to the 
general orders of the Company, frequently repeated, for keeping their troops 
within the bounds of the provinces, and for not extending their territories; 
and were alſo contrary to thoſe general principles which the Company wiſh 
ſhould be ſupported. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Court do agree with the opinion of the 
Court of Directors, that the whole correſpondence between the Governor- 
general and Mr. Middleton ſhould have been laid before the Members of the 
Superior Council, who ought: to have received every information reſpeCting 
the tranſactions of the Company's Agent at Sujah Dowlah's court, in order 
to regulate their conduct at that critical period. 

Reſolved, That this Court do agree in opinion with the Court of Directors, 
that it is neceſſary to wait the arrival of the Anſon; or. ſome further advices 
from Bengal, before a preciſe Jud pnent. can be formed relative to the future 
reſources of that Preſidency. 

Reſolved, That this Court do agree in opinion with. the Court of Directors, 
that che meaſure of recalling the troops from the Rohilla expedition, as ſoon 
as it could be done with propriety, was agreeable to the ſpirit of the Company's 
general orders; but conſidering the ſituation of affairs at that time between 

the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other circumſtances, the Court think 
the recalling them ſo haſtily might. have been attended with inconveniency. 


- 


- 
* 
* 
— 
# 
po = 
* 
* * 
4 
— * 
18 


— 


— 2 


S A Tn of the enk brought a l 


Mr. HasTiNGs for receiving Money and 
Preſents. 


Maha Raja INGO Charge. 


N the 1th of March 1775, Mr. Francis begs leave to PE the 2 
Board, that he this morning received a viſit from Rajah Nundcomar *, Mach, 1, 


in which the Rajah delivered to him a letter addreſſed to the Governor and 
Council, and demanded of him, as a duty belonging to his office as a Coun- 
cillor of this State, to lay it before the Board, Mr. Francis, conceiving that 
he could not, conſiſtently with his duty, refuſe ſuch a letter at the inſtance of 
a perſon of the Rajah's rank, did accordingly receive it, and now lays it 
before the Board, declaring at the ſame time that he is unacquainted with. 
the contents of it. Mr. Francis further begs leave to obſerve, that he re- 
ceived this letter publickly in the preſence of a conſiderable number of per- 
ſons, and that the Rajah's verbal requeſt was interpreted to him by three 
_ different perſons, 


(Signed) | P. Faavcts, 


Opened and 100 the letter from Maha Rajah Nundcomar, delivered by Mr, 
Francis, which is as follows : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Preſi Jent and e Se. Superior 
Council of Fort Milian. 


c HonouRABLE Sik and SiRs, 
« At the time that Meer Mahomed Coſſim Khin, having a nd 
made priſoners many of the Engliſh, had acquired a ſuperiority z and the 
Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan, thinking himſelf unprepared, refuſed 


A man of hs higheſt caſt of Brahmins, and who was a long time Prime Miniſter to the Nabob 
of Bengal, before the Eaſt India Company 3 themſelves of the territorial revenues, 


G _— 


* March, 1775. 
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to enter into a war with Meer Coſſim, in compliance with the Engliſh gentle- 
men's deſire, I endeavoured by every method to perſuade Nabob Jaffier 
Khan to this ſtep *. I engaged myſelf to provide the ſupplies of money, to 
| levy the troops, to aſſemble the Zemindars F, and in ſhort to perform every 
requiſite part. Having by this at length prevailed upon the Nabob to join 
the Engliſh, and engage in the war, Meer Mahomed was driven out of the 
province, and an advantage gained over Sujak Dowlah, who had eſpouſed 
| his cauſe. At this juncture I obtained from his Majeſty the King Shaw 
Allum, the Subahs R of Bengal, &c. for the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khan, during 
the Nabob's life-time, I faithfully tranſmitted to the King the amount 
agreed upon for his royal revenue; I honeſtly paid the Company, the Eng- 
liſh army, and the Marattas, the ſums ſeverally ſtipulated to them, and the 
Nabob the ſums requiſite for the ſupport of his own troops, and the dignity 
and expences of the Nizamut F, and I provided the ſupplies of grain, which at 
that time was attended with great difficulty. After Jaffier Ally's. death and 
the ſucceſſion of Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah to the Nizamut, a party of the 
Engliſh gentlemen deprived me of the office } poſſeſſed, in the buſineſs of 
which I was well verſed ; and, for views of private advantage, raiſed Mahomed 
Reza Khan to the poſt. For the ſpace of ſeven years Mahomed Reza ma- 
naged the affairs of the Subah of Bengal. What the meaſures were which 
he purſued in the adminiſtration of the country, the balances which he frau- 
dulently wrote off, his violence and oppreſſions upon his own Maſter, and 
upon the Ryorts, and his trade in grain, by all which his Maſter's houſe and 
the whole country were deſolated, are well known to all. Whenever a juſt 
inquiry ſhall be nec ages will be found to have been his conduct. I have 
nov been ten years out of employment, Mahomed Reza Khan ardently 
wiſhed, during the whole time of his miniſtry, to diſcover ſome fault of mine 
in the ſettling the buſineſs of the country, or ſome fraud or delay in the me- 
hod of tranſacting it. As nothing of the kind had been committed by me, 
the was able to produce nothing. Whoever occupies a great poſt, as well, as 
- faithful adherents, undoubtedly meets with diſcontented and turbulent men. 
The utmoſt ſearch which Mahomed Reza Khan could make, could not pro- 
duce a ſingle man who could lay his complaint againſt me. When Mr. 
Haſtings arrived from Madraſs, and entered upon. the government, he pro- 
miſed me his friendſhip, and engaged me to aſſiſt him in regulating ana ad- 
Juſting the buſineſs of the country. The part I acted upon this oecaſion will 
hereafter appear in the courſe of this narration, When General Clavering, 
and Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, arrived. from England, appointed 
Councillors for the Government of this country, the Preſident, Mr. Haſt- 
ings, introduced many of the natives, who had employments in the country, 
to thoſe gentlemen z and likewiſe gave permiſſion to many others to pay their 
reſpects to them at the expiration of a week after their arrival. I begged of 
the Governor that he would introduce me. The Governor anſwered, That he 
was well aſſured I had a friend who was his enemy, that acted as a meſſenger 


»The Nabob Jaffier had been dethroned by the Nabob Coſſim. + The great Landholders, 
4 The grant of the Provinces, The poſt of Nabob. | 
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from me to thoſe gentlemen. You have contracted,“ ſaid he, * a friend- 
&« ſhip with my enemy, procure an interview by, his means ;” and he con- 
cluded with this menace, © I ſhall procure what is for my own advantage, 
but in that, your hurt is included, look to it.“ I replied, with begging that 
he would not give credit to the ſlanders of Mr. Graham againſt me, who was 
my enemy. The affair remained for ſome time in this ſtate; afterwards the 
Governor ſent Mr. Elliot with me, to introduce me to General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis. I continued after this to pay my reſpects 
from time to time, as uſual, to the Governor, and ſometimes to the other 
three gentlemen. On Tueſday the 29th of Pooſs, I waited upon the Gover- 
nor, and found Mr. Graham and the Governor in converſation together. 
When Mr. Graham had raken his leave, the Governor called me to him, and 
ſaid, * I am certain that you are acting the part of an enemy towards me; 
ce [ ſhall hereafter be your enemy here, and ſhall not ceaſe to be ſuch even in 
« Europe. You muſt not come near me from this day: go, and do me the ut 
ee moſt evil in your power.” I begged of him coolly and impartially to con- 
ſider the juſtice of this declaration; and told him, that till he had, I ſhould 
take eare not to viſit him. I left him upon this, conceiving that what he had 
ſaid proceeded from a guſt of paſſion, and that he would: not ſeriouſly de- 
termine upon effecting my ruin. Since this, Juggus Chund, whom I have 
_ educated from a child and patronized, who even now enjoys the office of 
Naib * to my ſon Rajah Goordaſs, with the moſt abandoned undutifulneſs, has 
been ſceking to injure myſelf and Rajah Goordaſs. He is now come to Cal- 
cutta without order of Council, and contrary to Rajah Goordaſs's deſire; and 
he has never yet even been to viſit me. This perſon is admitted to hold 
council with the Governor. And Mohun Perſaud, whoſe villany and lying 
intrigues are known to both the Engliſh gentlemen and the natives through- 
out this city, who is my inveterate enemy, and whom the Governor formerly 
turned out of his houſe, and forbid him to appear there again, is now recalled 
into his preſence, is preſented with Paan by him, and is aſſured of his pro- 
- tection. Mohun Perſaud is admitted by the Governor to private con- 
ferences both in town and at his gardens, and likewiſe frequently comes to 
Juggus Chund's houſe, and holds conſultations with him. What title from 
rank or fidelity have theſe to ſuch intimate connections with the Governor? 
What other title have they than their enmity and malevolence to me? I have 
no power in this country, Mr. Haſtings is the ſuperior of all, The good- 
neſs of God is the only defence I have againſt the declared hatred of ſuch an 
enemy. I eſteem honour dearer than my life, and am not inſenſible of the 
injury my character may ſuffer from the diſcoveries I am about to make 
but greater diſgrace attends my ſilence, and I am left without a choice, I 
ſhall therefore requeſt your attention to the following account of ſome few 
parts of the Governor Mr, Haſtings's conduct in the courſe of his government. 
« When Mr. Haſtings arrived in Bengal from Madraſs, and entered upon 
the adminiſtration of affairs, he told me, that he was well aſſured of the em- 
bezzlements and mal practices of Mahomed Reza Khan and Rajah Shitab- 
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roy, and deſired I would aſſiſt him in the intention he had of removing them 
from their employments, and prepare a ſtatement of their reſpective accounts. 
He further added, that he would cauſe me to be appointed by Council, 
Aumin * over the whole country, and that Mahomed Reza and Shitab- 
roy ſhould appear before me, and render to me the accounts of their pro- 
vinces. 1 will delegate to you,” ſaid he, © my whole power and in- 
« fluence.” Depending upon this declaration, I readily lent the aſſiſtance 
in my power; and Mr. Haſtings having ſummoned Mahomed Reza and 
Rajah Shitabroy to Calcutta, directed me to draw out an account of their 
embezzlements, which I accordingly did, and gave to him. 

Excluſive of embezzlements from the jewels, and on account of elephants, 
horſes, ſheep, and from the private treaſury, the accounts of the embezzle- 
ments of Mahomed Reza Khan, in the Nizamut, from the, commencement 
of the Bengal year 1172, to the concluſion of the Bengal year 1178 and in 
the province of Dacca, from the Bengal year 1170, to 1177, are both toge- 
ther ſtated at 2, 02, 28,958 Þ rupees, and upwards, Beſides this, the ſum of 
1,300,000 I balance of the accounts due by his agreement with the Compan 
for diſtricts under his direction, within the years 1172 and 1178, he has frau- 
dulently written off, as outſtanding, and has himſelf embezzled the ſum total 
of this account, delivered by me to Mr. Haſtings, amounting to 3,05,26,957 
and upwards; I likewiſe brought to him perſons, who were preferring their 
complaints againſt Mahomed Reza Kihn, on account of injuries committed 
by him in the purchaſe and ſale of grain. 5 8 EE 
' Mahomed Reza, upon this, ſent a meſſenger to me, propoſing a preſent of 
ten lacks of rupees to Mr. Haſtings, and two lacks to me; and that theſe 
' inquiries ſhould be ſtopped: I acquainted Mr. Haſtings with this propoſal z 
he made anſwer, that he could not ſuſpend an inquiry for the amount of crores 

of rupees, for ſuch aſum, and that it was proper the government's money 
ſhould be recovered; and added, that he fhould not releaſe him from confine- 
ment, till the points in queſtion are decided upon. He ſaid no more to me; 
but after a few days he took the guards off Mahomed Reza Khin, ſet him 
at liberty, entirely dropt the inquiry into his embezzlement and malpractice, 
and did not do juſtice to the complainants againſt Mahomed Reza, who had 
proved in council their charge in the affairs of the ſale and purchaſe of grain, 
to whom he adjudged no damages. Why this extraordinary favour was ſo 
ſuddenly ſhewn, the Governor can beſt aſſign the reaſons. Es : 

Reza ul Dien Mahomed Khan, and Mahomed Ally Khin, on account 
of the offices of Fowzdar &, of Hoogley and Silhet, and Aumil || of Nuddea, 
were accountable to the Company for lacks of rupees, yet upon their- decea 
Mahomed Reza ſeized the whole of their eſtates, and delivered no part to th 
Company, In the Bengal year 1181, Mahomed Reza threw Amarut Sing, 
his own mutſuddie **, into cloſe confinement at Calcutta, and extorted large 
ſums from him. —Gopaul Sing was the Aumil of his jaghire ++» and received 
from him annually a general releaſe, under his own ſeal, and which he has 


* Supervitor of the Revenues, + About two millions and a halffterling. I About 160, ooo. | 
ſterling. Chief Magiſtrate. A Revenue Officer, inferior to the Aumin. * An 


C flicer employed in taking accounts, an Auditor. f An aſſignment of revenues out of lands for 
military [ervices. | | 
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now in his poſſeſſion; notwithſtanding this, Mahomed Reza has thrown him 


into priſon, and demands money from him to a great amount; he ſuffers great 
ſeverities from Mahomed Reza in his confinement, but nobody liſtens to his 
complaints. The Governor (Mr. Haſtings) formerly ſaid to me, that as the 
jaghire of Mahomed Reza was merely annexed to the poſt of Naib of the 
Nizamut “*, it ſhould be taken from him. This is now the third year ſince he 
has been deprived of that poſt; but the jaghire, which is a very large in- 
come, has not been remanded. Why the Company ſhould be deprived of fo 
conſiderable a ſum as the amount of this is, from the time of Mahomed Reza's 
diſmiſſion from the Niabut , it remains with the Governor to explain. 

« ] delivered to Mr. Haſtings an account of the embezzlements of Shita- 
broy, from the commencement of the year 1173, to the concluſion of the 
year 1181, of the Fuſſul Era, ſtated at the ſum of more than go lacks of 
rupees. When the news of this reached Maharajah du Rudge Narain, at 
Moorſhedabad, he ſent a Vakeel with letters to the Governor, and Mr. Reed, 
and myſelf, containing his propoſals, that from the go lacks demanded from 
Shitabroy, a deduction ſhould be made of 30 lacks, for deaths and irreco- 
verable balances, and he would himſeif diſcharge the remaining 60, on con- 
dition that he ſhould be put in Shitabroy's poſt; and that in future, having 
rendered the country more flouriſhing, he would give to Government a ſtill 
greater revenue. When Rajah Shitabroy heard of this e he told me, 
and likewiſe ſent me word, that he was ready to give four lacks to the Go- 
vernor (Mr. Haſtings), and one to me, and fifty-thouſand * wad to Mr. 
Reed, if the preſent demand for bis accounts were put a ſtop to. 1 acquainted 
the Governor with what Shitabroy ſaid ; he anſwered, it was proper the mo- 
ney of the ſtate ſhould be recovered, without any views of this kind. —In con- 
cluſion, Mr. Haſtings, without recovering the Company's money, and with- 
out informing me of his intention, re-inſtated the Rajah Shitabroy, and 
returned him to Moorſhedabad with high honours. The motives of theſe 
proceedings, and why Maharajah du Rudge Narain's propoſals, apparently 
ſo much for the Company's advantage, were rejected, will beſt be underſtood 
from Mr. Haſtings himſelf. 
The ſum of 2 5,900 rupees is the ſtated annual falary of the Mutſuddee 
of the Khalſah Sherief F, to be paid in ready money, and by jaghire. Why 
Raja Rage Bullut enjoys a falary of ;000 rupees per month, excluſive of 
diltrict of Dewan Gunge, the produce of which is very conſiderable, and 
how the Company's intereſt was in this confulted, remains with Mr. FASTER 
to explain. 

« At the time Mr. Haſtings was going to Benares, he 3 me to give 

him an account in writing of any lands, of which, though properly belonging 

to the Subah of Bahar, might have come under the denomination of Bul- 
wand Sing, that they might be recovered from his fon Rajah Cheyt Sing. 
The Pergunnahs of Kera Mungrour, and Birjhay Ghur were exactly in this 
fituation, having been uſurped by Bulwand Sing, from the Subah of Bahar. 
I accordingly delivered to Mr. Haſtings the accounts of them, from the en- 


* Deputy Nabob, or Prime Miniſter, + Poſt of Deputy, 1 Treaſury Acccounts. 5 Diftrias, 
| | | | | trance 
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trance of the Company upon the Dewanny, to the year 1199, of the Fufil 
Ara, ſtated at 24 lacks, Mr. Haſtings ſaid, Give a copy of this to Roy, 
Radha Churn, that if Cheyt Sing is backward in acknowledging this claim, 
Radha Churn may anſwer and confute him, Why, Mr. Haſtings, when he 
arrived at Benares, and had called Rajah Cheyt Sing before him, left thoſe 
countries {till in the Rajah's uſurpation, it remains with Mr. Haſtings to 
explain. | | TOTS £ 55 | 
The Governor Mr. Haſtings has given the Pergunnah Bahurbanda, and 
others in the Zemindary of the Rannee* Bowanny to Cantoo, his own 
Banian. The Ranee has committed no fault, and Cantoo has no right by in- 
heritance, or any other title to theſe Pergunnahs. The reaſons of this gift, 
it remains with the Governor to explain 
* His majeſty Shaw Allum was graciouſly pleaſed to intend me an hono- 
rary preſent of Jahaldar Palankeen, accompanied with other enſigns of ſtate, 
according to the cuſtom of this country. When this preſent reached Rajah 
Shitabroy at Patna in its way to me, Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Alley 
Khan was dead; and being out of all employ, I had retired to Calcutta. 
Rajah Shitabroy, from the fear of offending Mahomed Reza Khan detained 
the royal preſent at Patna, Mr. Haſtings gave directions to Shitabroy's 
Vackeels, Khojah Aſſun and Mujelio Roy, requiring that it ſhould be ſent 
down, which it accordingly was to Mr. Haſtings, with whom it has re- 
mained ever ſince. I humbly requeſt that the Governor's reaſons may be re- 
quired, and if the royal preſent ſhall be found to be my right, it may be de- 
livered to me. 5 : „5 | 
« Thus far I have written in general terms, I ſhall now beg leave to offer 
a more particular and circumſtantial ſtatement of Facts. 


An Account of Preſents received by the Governor Mr. 
Haſtings, on Account of a public Mature. 


Bengal Year © Given by me to Mr. Haſtings, at Calcutta, for procuring Rajah Goor- 
1179. Allen qafg's appointment to the Niabut, and cauſing Munny Begum Þ to be made 
Rm the ſuperior of the family, by means of Jagganaut and Baul Kiſhen Con- 
ſumahs , of the Governor Mr. Haſtings, together with Chytun Naut, Nurr 
Sing and Sedaunund, three bags of gold mohurs, viz. 8 85 

1 Bag containing gold mohurs „ 249k 

x ditto ditto 4 1471 

x ditto ditto | 900 

And addalies 1140 gold mohurs 20 
14412 at 17 A. R's. per mohurs 73, oo4 


Carried forward 73, oog 


* A Rannee is the wife, or widow, of a Rajah. + The Begum is the wife, or w.dow, of a 
Nabob. I Houſhold Stewards. : 


Bengal Year 


1779, Aſſen 


I5th, 


— 6th, 


—— 


Rhaden, 


(49-1 

Brought forward 755004 0 
« Given by ditto and ditto at Calcutta, by means 

of Jagganaut and Baul Kiſhen Canſumah of Mr. 

Haſtings, together with Sedaunund and Nurr Sing, 

aforeſaid, one bag, viz. 


1 bag, containing gold mohurs, 1291 | 
And N 359 ditto 179 


1470 at 17 A. R. s per mohurs 24,998 3 


« Sent to ditto for Bata on the aforementioned 
ſums, which having been paid as Arcot, Mr. 
Haſtings required they ſhould be made up ſunauts, 
by means of Jagganaut and Baul Kiſhen aforeſaid, 
together with Nur Sing aforeſaid, viz. 

1 Bag containing gold mohurs 1825 at 17 A. R.'s 

per mohur, . — _ 3,102 8 


_« Sent to Mr. Haſtings at Calcutta, by means 


of Jagganaut and Baul Kiſhen, aforeſaid, together 
with Shievaram, 


1 Bag, containing Arcot rupees, 1,000 0 


Given to Mr. Haſtings at Moorſhedabad, by 
Munny Begum, upon the occaſion of conſtituting 
her the ſuperior of the family, and taking away 


the ſuperiority from Baboo Begum, mother of the 


Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah +, who before enjoyed 

that rank, Rupees Sunnaut, 100,000 
„The Governor, Mr. Haſtings, in the month 

Aſſarr 1179, went from Calcutta to Moorſhedabad. 


He remained about three months at Coſſimbuzar, 


and ſometimes went into the Nabob's palace. After 
Mr. Haſtings return from Moorſhedabad to Cal- 


cutta, Munny Begum faid to Rajah Goordaſs, 


„ Write word to Mahrajah Nund Commar, that it 


is proper and requiſite, to give 1, 50, o00 rupees 


<« to the Governor, and beg of Mahrajah, to aſk 
% the Governor, Whether it ſhall be —1 in ready 
« money or by a bill of exchange ?” I accordingly 
aſked Mr. Haſtings; who anſwered, © I have con- 
nections of trade in that part of the country, let 
« this money be paidto Nur Sing Cantoo's brother 
« who is at Coſſimbuzar.“ In conſequence of 
which, I wrote to Rajah Goordaſs and Munny 


Carried forward 100,000 104,105 o 
Exchange. + The preſent Nabob of Bengal. 


I 


p 


E 


Brought forward 100,000 104,105 
Begum, that they ſhould deliver the money to Nur y 
Sing Cantoo's brother. Munny Begum, with Rajah 
Goordaſs's knowledge, in the month of Aughum 
1179, paid this money to the Governor (Mr. Haſt- 
ings) by the means of Nurr Sing, aforeſaid, from 
under the care of Cheytun Ahurrr, caſh keeper to 
the Behailah. | Sunnaut Rupees 1,50,000 2,50,000 
Rupees ( 354,105 
Lan, 
___ Honourable Sirs, 
your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
(the ſignature of RAJAH NUND COMAR.) 
„ Calcutths --: «- + „ 8 | | 1 
the 8th March 1775. 


Otrqdered, that the Perſian original, which was incloſed in the above, be 
tranſlated, e ens BE | 5 | 


The Governor General obſerves, as Mr. Francis has been pleaſed to inform 
the Board, that he was unacquainted with the contents of the letter ſent into 
the Board by Nund Comar, that he thinks himſelf juſtified in carrying his 
curioſity further than he ſhould have permitted himſelf without ſuch a pre- 


vious intimation; and therefore, begs leave to aſk Mr. Francis, whether he 
was before thig acquainted with Nund Comar's intentions of bringing ſuch 


charges againſt him before the Board. _ 

Mr. Francis. As a member of this Council, I do not deem myſelf obliged 
to anſwer any queſtion of meer curioſity. 1 am willing, however, to inform 
the Governor General, that though I was totally unacquainted with the con- 
tents of the paper I have now delivered into the Board, till I heard it read, 
I did apprehend in general, that it contained ſome charge againſt him. It 


was this apprehenſion, that made me ſo particularly cautious in the manner of 
receiving the Rajah's letter. I was not acquainted with Rajah Nund Comar's 


intention of bringing in ſuch charges as are mentioned in the letter. 


| WARREN HASTINGS, 

JOHN CLAVERING, 
GEORGE MONSON, 
B. FRA Neis 


Ai 


8 
F 
I 
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Secret De- 
par tment, 
13th March 


1775. 


2 Nth" | veer N ttt 


„ CoOUNGIL . 


PRESENT, 


The Honourable | WARREN: HASTINGS, Govern General * 5 


Lieutenant General JOHN CLAVERING, 


+ The: Honourable GEO. MQNSON,, , 
RICHARD BARWELL, 7 


PHILIP 2 RANCIS, 
| &,/Dhe: bse informs the Board, Vat hehas T eceived the following no note 


from Malegeh, Mundcomps Wale tg as clſed t 0 Ps 


II! ' ; T1 


SIR. . 
I beg the Wo of vol to deliver 8 letter dredled to the 


Governor and CO Council, and. open it in their preſence, I am, &c. 


e pc. 
4 March, 1 is. 8 


lo Opened the lauer t in "ik the above, which is read, and found as 
_ THEE 


Pans SIR oy) $IRS; 


By I had the honour to la 7 before you in a letter of the Iith :nſtant, an ab- | 


ſtracted 710 true account o the conduct of the honourable Governor, i in the 


courſe of his adminiſtration. What is there written, I mean 'not in the 


leaſt to alter, far from it. I have the ftrongeſt written vouchers to produce 
in ſupport of what I haye advanced, and I wiſh and entreat for my honour's 
„that you. will ſuffer me to appear before you, to eſtabliſh the fact by 


an additional inconteſtible evidenee. 5 8 


„ have never had any qther object in view, but the proſperity of the 


Company; ; and when I informed the former Governors, at the time of their 
enjoying that. dignity. of the buſineſs and ſtate of the country, I always told 
them, that by an immoderate attention to private emolument, the Company 
and the country would greatly - ſuffer z that the welfare of the country, and 
the encreaſe of the reygnyes, were the Primary objects which they ſhould con- 
tinually keep i in view. Mr, Haſtings, till hie had informed himſelf from me 
of the affairs of this country... reared exceedin 72 well pleaſed with me; 


when he had acquired this knowlege from me, he no longer conſulted me; 
inſtead of my Patron, became my enemy, and ated as ſuch; inattentive to 


the welfare of the country, and the enrichment of the ſtate, he made his own 


private emolument the rule of his conduct. You, Honourable Sir and Sew, 
H WI 


[ 58.1 
will take into conſideration this and my former addreſs, and will act in what- 
ever manner you may judge moſt conducive to the intereſt and proſperity of 
the mate and cen, I ISI. : 
Calcotra, © I remain, &c. 
13th March, 1775. 


(Signed) NUNDCOMAR.” 


1 * * ” 
1 
: , . 

0 y „ — 


Colonel Monſon begs leave to make the following motion: 
* propoſe that Rajah Nundoomar be called before the Board, to bring 


: 


5 I. 2 i V #3 
”% 


the proofs of the charge againſt, the Governor, in his letter of the 8 tn 


2 33 

inſtant. 
SEN THO DS EY2 0 

c 4 * 144 , #4 = wil 


The Governor General enters the following Minute: TEC Tins 
- «Before the queſtion is put, I declare that I will not ſuffer Nundcbmar to 
appear before the Board as my accuſer;;>I-know what belongs to the dignity 
and character of the firſt member of this adminiſtration ; I will not ſit at this 
Board in the character of a criminal, nor do I acknowledge the members of 
this Board to be my judges. I àm reduced, on this occaſion, to make the 
Mr. Francis, as my accuſers.- ie) Vb : 
] cannot prove this in the direct letter of the law, but in my conſcience I 
regard them as ſuch, and will give my reaſons for it. On their arrival at this 


declaration, that I look upon General Clavering, Colonel: Monſon, and 


place, and on the firſt formation of the Council, they thought proper to take im- 
mediate and deciſive meaſures in contradiction, and for the repeal of thoſe which 
were formed by me, in conjunction with the laſt adminiſtration : I appealed to 


the Court of Directors from their acts; many ſubſequent letters have been tranſ- 
mitted both by them and me to the Court of Direfors. By me in proteſta - 
tion againſt their conduct; by them in juſtification of it. Quitting this 
ground, they ſince appear to me to have choſen other modes of attack, ap- 

parently calculated to divert my attention, and to withdraw that of the Pub- 
lic from the ſubject of our firſt differences, Which regarded only the meaſures 


neceſſary for the good of the ſervice, to attacks directly and perſonally levelled 


at me, for matters which tend to draw à perſonal and popular odium upon 
me; and fit inſtruments they have found for their purpoſe, - Mr. Joſeph 
Fowke, Maha Rajah Nundcomar, , Roopnarain Chowdty, and the Ranny of 
Burdwan. e eee OTE TT CH DIY 40 


p 5 


It appears inconteſtibly upon the records, that the charges preferred by 


the Ranny againſt me, proceeded from the office of Mr. Fowke; all the 


papers tranſmitted by her came in their original form, written in the Engliſh 
language, ſome; with Perſian PAPers of which they were ſuppoſed to be a 


tranſlation, but all ſtrongly marked with the character and idiom of the Eng- 


- 


liſh language, I applied on Saturday laſt for Perſian originals of ſome of the 
papers ſent by her, and 1 was refuſed. I am juſtified in declaring my firm 
belief thatino leh anamnal xx TS 20 9 PBS2d 
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* With reſpect tNimdcomar's accuſations, they were delivered by 10 hands 
of Mr. Francis, who had declared, that he was called upon by Nundcomar, 
as a duty belonging to his office as a councillor of this ſtate, to lay the packet 
which contained them before the Board. That he conceived he could not, 
conſiſtently with his duty, refuſe ſuch a letter, at the inſtance of a perſon of the 
Rajah's rank; and did accordingly receive it, and laid it before the Board; 

declaring at the ſame time, that he was unacquainted with the contents of it. 
I believe that the Court of Directors, and thoſe to whom theſe proceedings 
ſhall be, made known, will think differently of this action of Mr. Francis. 
That Nundcomar was guilty of great inſolence and diſreſpect in the de- 
mand which he made of Mr. Francis; and that it was not a duty belonging 
to the office of a councillor of this ſtate to make himſelf the carrier of a letter, 
which would have been much more properly committed to the hands of a Peon *_ 

or Hircarrah , or delivered by the writer of it to the Secretary himſelf. Mr. 
Francis has acknowledged, that he apprehended in general, that it contained 
ſome charge againſt me. If the charge was falſe, it was a libel : it might have 
been falſe for any thing that Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, ſince he 
was unacquainted with the contents of it; in this inſtance, therefore, he in- 
cutred the hazard of preſenting a libel to the Board. This was not a duty 
belonging to his office as a councillor of the ſtate. I muſt further inform 
the Board, that I have been long ſince acquainted with Nundcomar's inten- 
tion of making this attack upon me. Happily Nundcomar, among whoſe 
talents for intrigue, ſecrecy is not the firſt, has been ever too ready to make the 


firſt publication of his own intentions. I was ſhewn a paper con- 


taining many accuſations againſt me, which, I was told, was carried 
by Nundcomar to Colonel Monſon; and that he himſelf was em- 
ployed for ſome hours in private with Colonel Monſon, explainipg the 
nature of thoſe charges. I mention only What I was told; but as the reſt 


of the report which was made to me, correſponds exactly with what has hap- 


pened ſince, I hope I ſhall ſtand acquitted. to my ſuperiors, and to the world, 
in having given ſo much credit to it as to bring the circumſtance upon record. 

I cannot recollect the preciſe time in which this is ſaid to have happened; but 
J believe it was either before or at the time of the diſpatch of the Bute and 
Pacific: the charge has ſince undergone ſome alterations; but of the copy of 
the paper which was delivered to me, containing the original charge, I cauſed 
a tranſlation to be made; when, ſuſpecting the renewal of the ſubject in this 
day's: conſultation, I brought i it with me; and I deſire it may be recorded, 
that when ourſuperiors, or the world, if the world's to be made the judge of my 
conduct, ' ſhall be poſſeſſed of theſe materials, they may, by comparing the 
ſuppoſed original, and amended liſt of accuſations, preferred againſt me by 
Nundcomar, judge how far I am juſtified in the credit which 1. give to the 
reports abovementioned, 1 do not mean to infer from what I have ſaid that 
it makes any alteration in the nature of the charge, whether they were deliver- 
ed immediately from my oſtenſible accuſer, or whether they came to the Board 
through the channel of patronage ; but it is ſufficient to authorize the con- 


An Attendant, + A Meſſenger. FG 
M3. viction 


— 


1 


viction which I feel in my own þ and that thoſe gentlemen are e pan in the 
accuſation, of which they aſſert the right of being the judges. From the'firit 
commencetnent of this adminiſtration, every means have been tried both to 
deprive me of the legal authority with which I have been truſted, and to pro- 
claim the annihilation of it to the world; but no inſtance | has yet appeared 


of this in ſo extraordinary a degree as in the queſtion now before the Board. 


The chief of the adminiſtration, your ſuperior, gentlemen, appointed by the 
legiſlature itſelf, 'ſhall I ſet at this Board to be arraigned, in the preſence of a 


wretch whom you all know to be one of the baſeſt of mankind? I believe I need 


not mention his name; but it is Nundcomar. Shall I ſit here to hear men col- 
lected from the dregs of the people, give evidence at his dictating againſt my 
character and conduct? I will not. Mon may, if you pleaſe, form yourſelves 


into a committee, for the inveſtigation of = matters in any manner which 


you may think proper; but I will repeat, that I will not meet Nundcomar at 


the Board, nor ſulfer Nundcomar to be examined at the Board; nor have you 
a right to it, nor can it anſwer any other N Wer that of vilifying and 1 in- 


ſulting me to inſiſt on it. 


e am ſorry to have found it neceſſary to deliver my ſentiments on a ſubject 


of ſo-impottant a nature, in an unpremeditated minute, drawn from me at the 
Board, which I ſhould have wiſhed to have had leiſure and retirement to have 
enabled me to expreſs myſelf with that degree of caution and exactneſs which 


the ſubject requires. have ſaid nothing but what I believe, and am morally 


certain, I thall ſtand juſtified for in the eyes of the world; but I reſerve to 
mylelf the liberty of adding my further fortimonts, in ſuch a manner and form 
as I ſhall hereafter judge neceſſary.” T 

* Ordered, That the paper delivered by the Governor General be entered 
after this conſultation.” 

Colonel Monſon, © I beg that the Governor General will inform the Board 
from whom he had his information reſpecting the viſit Nundcomar made to 
me, to explain the Paper of dauer weeks he propoſed to t e the 
Governor.“ 

The Governor General. I do not think the queſtion | a proper one. 
Colonel Monſon will be pleaſed to recollect, that he is one of a decided body 
of this ſtate, in which all the powers of it are inherent. 1 will not mark any 
individual as an object for his reſentment; and J apprehend, that upon a ver 
light recollection, he will Tee the impropriety of requiring from me ſo unbe- 
coming a ſacrifice; but as a farther proof, in addition to what I have already 
urged, that Thad reaſon ſufficient to credit the report, I will beg Mr. Barwell 

to inform the Board, Whether he was not apprized of the ſame circumſtances 
at the ſame period of time that I have mentioned myſelf. “ 

« Mr. Barwell informs the Board, that he was apprized of it, and an 
a copy of the ſame paper that the Governor has laid before the Board.“ 

Colonel Monſon. As the Governor General has not thought proper to 
acquaint the Board from wem he received the information with regard to my 


converſation with Nun gonna, I all cake no further notice of it, as Ene 
5 . ume 


, EN 


ſure an aſſertion even from the Governor General himſelf, will have no more 

weight or influence in the opinion of the world, than from a private member of 

this Board.—1 do hereby declare, that the Governor, and Mr. Barwell like · 

wiſe, have been totally miſinformed; for I never heard nor ſaw any paper in 

Perſian, or any other country language, which contained, to the beſt of ny 

8 any accuſation againſt the Governor General.“ | 
The queſtion propoſed by Colonel Manſon being put as before Rated: 

Mr. Francis agrees to it. | 
Mr. Barwell, & 1 ſee no occaſion for Rajah Mandant 's proſehur, and I do 
not think the Board can with any-prapriety place the Governor on the footing 
of a criminal arraigned at their tribunal, nd Nundcomaron that of the accuſer, 
The Rajah, if he has any ſerious intention of proving the matter as he has ſet 
forth, and not of diſtracting ſtill further the harmony of the Council already too 
much divided, may have recourſe to a very eligible and efficacious mode of 
eſtabliſhing his allegations. The Supreme Court of Judicature which is now 
fitting, will hear any thing that he has to ſay in behalf of the Company, will 
examine his evidence, and determine upon the repreſentation he may make. 
I do not think this Board competent in judging of a matter of this nature, and 
I think it a very happy circumſtance that the Legiſlature has appointed a ju- 
riſdiction for the bee of all complaints that affect the ſubject or the 
Government: it ties up the hands of power from gratifying any partial aims, 
and leaves the diſcuſſion of facts, which muſt otherwiſe be tin wꝛith the 
paſſions of men, free and open: I am therefore againſt the motion, at the ſame 
time that I am for enjoining the Secretary to inform Nundcomar, that it is 


expected he ſhall ſupport whatever he may think proper to ſet forth to this 


Board by evidence produced, before any one of the judges will reject any 
complaints which he may prefer as an injurious libel upon the Governor. 
Colonel Monſon, © I think the Rajah ſhould be called in, to ſbew to the 
Board the nature of the evidence he has to produce as the proof of his charge 
againſt the Governor General; if thoſe proofs ſhould be thought ſufficient, this 
cauſe may hereafter be tried in the Supreme Court: I more particularly:wiſh 
that the Board may receive 'Nundeomar, as it will give the (Governor General 
an opportunity of confuting the charge brought againſt him.“ | 
General Clavering, © Ithink-1t-both for the honor of the Governor General, 
and for the dignity of the Board, which is wounded by a criminal accu- 
fation exhibited againſt: the firſt member of it, that Rajah Nundcomar ſhould 
appear before the Board, to lay hefore us the proofs he has of the allegations 
which he has exhibited againſt the Governor General. Were we to refule 
him, the Governor might juſtly reproach us with having defeated the only 
means by which his honour could ber reſcued from ſo reproachful an accu- 
lation; he might then ſay, as he has done in his Minute juſt delivered to us, 
that we have refuſed him the proof that he might obtain of his innocency. In 
reſpect to the original papers referred to in the Ranny of Burdwan's petition, 
which he demanded, thoſe papers as I underſtand were at the door, and the 
Ranny's vakeel ready to deliver them. If the proofs which N — — 
offere 
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offered to produce are judged groundleſs, or if the papers which the Ranny 
of Burdwan's vakeel ſtill offers to produce are not authentic vouchers | of 
Brijoo Kiſſour's accounts, I ſhall then be the firſt to propoſe the queſtion to 
this Board, that the accuſations brought againſt the Governor General are 
malicious and falle ; for theſe reaſons I deſire that ner may be | 
brought.“ TT LT 

T he Sen General. I have delivered my bissal do not underſtand the 
queſtion to be, whether Nundcomar ſhall be called before the Board, but 
| whether 1 ſhall be confronted with him, ſince the ſame effect may be produced, 

as I have declared before, by a committee of the Board without my 
preſence.” “ 
Reſolved, That Nundcomar be called before the Board, and the bene 
is ordered to ſummon him accordingly. TK 
Colonel Monſon gives in the following Minute. [2 

The Governor General's Minute on my motion to introduce Nundcomar 
contains little more than general invective in anſwer to a poſitive charge; it 
tends to prove me his collateral accuſer from an information given him by a 
perſon who he refuſes to make known; but ſuppoſing I had ſeen the paper 
alluded to, it does not invalidate the fact contained in it. I made the motion, 
conceiving it was for the honour and dignity of Government, that we ſhould 
Proceed as far as we were juſtified by law, to attain as much information as 
might be thought neceſſary to paſs a cenſure upon Nundcomar, if any cir- 
cumſtances ſhould appear which might incline us to believe that Nundcomar 
has been guilty of a ſlander, and that this could be done no way ſo well as in 

the Governor's preſence.” _ 

'. The Governor General, © I declare the Council now diſſolved, and I do pro- 

teſt againſt any acts of it as a Council during my abſence as legal and un- 
warranted.” _ | 


Mr. Francis. « beg leave to aſk the Governor General whether he means 
to quit the chair.“ 


The Governor General. « I ſhall not anſwer your queſtion, becauſe I do not 
think it ſufficiently defined, I quit the Council.” i 
Mr. Baruwell. T think the Governor ſaid, he diſſolved the Council; it is 
now five o'clock in the evening. The Governor, as I underſtand him, did 
not ſay, I quit the Council, but that I leave it,—I eſteem the Council as 
diſſolved; and unleſs I receive a ſummons, agreeable to the uſual form, from 
the Governor General, whoſe office {till exiſts and is not vacated, I do not 
- propoſe to partake in the debates.” | 

Mr. Barwell withdraws from the Board. 1 | | 

Colonel Monſon. I think the Governor General has 1 no right to diſſolve this 
Council; an adjournment can only take place, by a majority of the Board. 
The lateneſs of the hour ſhould not be mentioned as an excuſe for poſtponing 
of buſineſs of the importance now before us, in which the honour and repu- 
tation of our Preſident i is at nt [ deren En that General Cla- 


vering 
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vering ſhould-preſide as Preſident, until Mr. e mall n think 1 
per to return to the Board.“ 

Mr. Francis. think i it indiſpenſably neaeGaty, in itſelf, and aa 
to the true meaning of that clauſe in the act of parliament, which provides, 
that, in the abſence of the Governor General, the eldeſt Coir preſent 
ſhould have the caſting voice; which is allowed on other occaſions to the 
Governor.— This proviſion plainly ſhews, that the Council may ſubſiſt inde- 
pendent of the preſence or abſence of the Governor General, cl chat their 
acts in his abſence are legal.?“ 2705 
ii; General Clavering. I could not agree to this thong; were 1 not convinced 
that the Board could not be diſſolved, but by. a/ reſolution of the majority; 
and-the majority of the Board having proteſted againſt his relinquiſhing the 
Chair, at a time when it was moſt incumbent upon him to have ſat in it, to 
have faced his accuſers, and to have vindicated his honour; in compliance 
therefore with the reſolution of the Board, I take the Chair. 
LNundeomar naying been, quite to attend, Pe, and is called in 

accordingly. b. 425111 

Colonel Monſon never; 6 that 8 be: defired to 1 to the 
Board what he hag to 10 10 in be a hig charge againſt the Copyance 
General. 

Sir John Poly, ing Perſon: interpteter, being ſent for, Sh not yet 
ane Mr. Auriol, Aſſiſtant Secretary, is deſired to interpret the queſtions to 
the Rajah, and his anſwers to the Board; he therefore accordingly puts the 

above queſtion to the ;Rajah in the Indoſtan language, and he replies 
l am not a man officioufly to make complaints, but when I perceived my 
character, which 1s as dear to me as life, hurt by the Governor's receiving 
into his preſence Jugget Chund and Mohun Perſaud, who are perſons of low 
repute, and denying me admittance, I thought it incumbent in me to write 
what I have. Every thing. is contained in the letter which I have given in; 
belides which, I have Ds cb. if the Board order me, 1 WII deliver 

41 940 1201 NI: Figbroow- Os: 61 70 en: 

Being called upon for thoſe; papers, bo livers the tranſlation, of a letter 


from A unny Begum 0 EY mw un 34 err e in the Ws 
year of e reign. Bano | 
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Tranflatic of a Jetter from the Munny W 70 the Reis ee 
0 dated Ze 285 of Termaduaſunny the” 1 4th year off the Ow reign. 


0 By the grace of God, And the tor of the Bose, every thing 1 is 
viouohs to of the conclulion I wiſhed. When I found my own affairs in this 
happy and deſirable ſituation, I jud myſelf bound in gratitude to make 
ſome return for the great favour tonferred in raiſing my Kun and the dignity 
of the Nizamut. After — — wide, Wold” te a proper offer, I ſent a 
2 —_ | _ propoſal 
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ofal of one lack of rupees, begging that it might be accepted as an ac- 
28% ledgment on my part. The Governor anſwered, have net done what 


I have from motives of private ad vantage, but for the ſatisfaction of my em- 


ployers. When I preſſed the preſent exceedingly upon him, he at laſt. ſaid, 
% Very well, if you do think proper to make a preſent, give two lacks of 
9 — as Mahjah (meaning you) engaged; otherwiſe do as you wan 
you are your own miſtreſs. I gueffed, my friend, that this two lac 

a. part of the three lack about which 1 wrote to you, in a letter I diſpatched 
with Kaim Baig, and of which I ſent you word by Juggut Chund. At any 
rate, however, I conceived: that if 1 faid any thing about it, all that your 


kindneſs had done for me would be entirely deſtroyed, and loſe its effects. 


I therefore ſent word to the Governor, that at the time of diſturbances raiſed 


by a treacherous and ungrateful enemy, I wrote to Maharajah, that whatever 


was judged requiſite and expedient for my advancement and the foiling my 


enemies, I begged he would do; that Maharajah wrote me an anſwer, but did 


not mention any precife ſum. That when Juggut Chund arrived with Ma- 


haraja's and his Ra and I had not the opportunity of a meeting with him, and 
therefore was ignorant of this promis of two lacks of rupees. That I 
thought it mot probable, tha" in conformity to what I formerly wrote 
Maharajah, he had engaged for this ſum, and that I conſidered myſelf as 
bound to diſcharge what Maharajah engaged for; I therefore begged that he 
would accept one lack of rupees here, and told him that I would draw upon 

you for the oy rn which e ce deliver to him: at Calcutta, I was 
| -Four 
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part of theſe tranſactions be known to the Governor or the gentlemen of the 
Council, or any others. The proverb is A word to the wiſe,” Make me 
happy with frequent accounts of your health, 

« A true tranſlation with reſpect to the ſubſtance, though the phraſes are 
varied, except that in one part, where, in the tranſlation, three lacks of * 
is mentioned, in the original it is three lacks and a half of rupees.” 

J. D'Oyly. 
Ac. * 2 


IM Queſtion. Have you the original of this paper? 
« Anſwer. I have. 


«© He produces a paper which he ſays is the original of the above ranſ- D 
lation. 

Mr. Auriol, the Aſfiſtant Secretary, being aſked to look at the characters 
on the ſeal, and inform the Board what they are, he informs them the cha- 
racters are Perſian, and expreſs the name of Munny Begum. 

Sir John D*Oyly, the acting Perſian tranſlator being now arrived, is 
called in and ſhewn the ſeal. He alſo declares it to be Munny Begum's, 
Mr. Auriol continuing to act as interpreter, and Sir John D'Oyly is defired to 
compare the tranſlation of the letter delivered by Nundcomar with the © ori- 
ginal from Munny Begum, and reports it to be a juſt one. 

«© Queſtion. Have you any other proofs to produce ? 

« Anſwer, I have no more papers. 

« Oveſtion. Has any application been made to you by the Governor Ge- 
neral, or any other perſon on the part of the Governor General, to obtain from 
you the original, letter which you have produced ? 

* Anſwer. The Begum applied to me for it, through Cantoo Baboo, the 
Governor's Banian : I gave it into Cantoo Baboo's hands, who read it; and 
on being refuſed the original, he deſired he might take a copy of it to ſend to 
the Begum. I told him he might copy it in my preſence; but it ng: then 
late in the evening, he ſaid he would defer copying it 7 another day. 

« auction. Did he renew his application for a copy ? 

„ Anſwer. He did not renew his application. 

« Queſtion, When was it Cantoo Baboo aſked you for this letter? 

« Anſwer. About four months ago; ng time in the month of (Augun) 
November or December. 

Queſtion. Did Cantoo Baboo make you any | offers of money, or any 
other advantages to you, to part with the letter? 

&© Anſwer. No-none. 

*« Yueſtion, It appears by your letter, that you had given, by means of 
Jaggernaut and Baul Kiſſen Conſumahs, to the Governor, together with 
Chytem Naut, Nur Sing, and Sedaunund, different ſums of money: had you 
any = with you who can bear witneſs to it; or have you any proofs of 
this fa | 
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66 Ares. It may be known to Jaggernaut and Baul Kiſſen themſelves, and 
Cheyten Naut, Nur Sing, and Sedaunund, who were employed on my part, 
can alſo bear witneſs to it. Nur Sing is now at Moorſhedabad, the 2 2 two 
are at Calcutta. | 


„ ©xeſtion, Who are the three laſt! ? - 


« Anſwer, Cheyten Naut was my fervant, and he is now a Shroff *__Nurr 
Sing was my ſervant, but is no longer fo, and | is now at Ea Leith and 
Sedaunund is a Shroff i in Calcutta, 

« Quaſtion. Were you yourſelf prefent when they paid the money to the 


Conſumah? 


+ Anfever, They paid it in my preſence in gold mohurs, 
© Queſtion. Was there a receipt given for the money? 
„ Anſwer, No. 
„ Oneſtion. Is it the cuſtom of the N to take receipts for money paid 
in 1 that manner? 
& Anſtver. In buſineſs, or in lending money, 1t is ſyal to take receipts, but 
not in tranſactions of this nature. 
« Ducſtion. Who is Sewaram ? 
% Anſwer. He is a barber, and lives at Chandernagore. 
* Queſtion. Was he in your fervice at the time he was employed i in giving 
the money mentioned in your letter? 
„ Anſwer, He was my barber at that time, but i is no longer ſo. 
Queſtion. Are you ſure that the Governor's two Confumahs received the 


money on account of the Governor ? 


* Anſwer. They undoubtedly took it for the Governor. —1 aſked the Go- 
vernor if it had reached him; and he ſaid, it had.“ 


The Moonfhy + . to the Perſian tranſlator being afked, whether 
another letter from Munny Begum, which is produced by Sir John D'Oyly 
from the Perſtan office, is the ſame hand- writing as that delivered by Nund- 
comar; he replies, that it is not; but that the feal of the letter is Munny Be- 
gum's ſeal, and that the direction and body of the letter appear to be the 
ſame hand, | 

It is obſerved by the Board that the letter which has been given in by 
the Rajah, was written two years and a half ago, and that the letter pro- 
duced by Sir John D*Oyly was written only a few days ago. 
The Board thinking it neceffary to examine Cantoo. Baboo, he is called 
upon by a written order from the Secretary, to appear immediately at the Board, 
and he ſends an anſwer in the Bengal language to the following effect. 

<« It is ordered that I attend the Council. The Governor is at preſent here, 
and I am with him: He prevents me, for which reaſon I cannot go; when 
the Council is complete, if I am fummoned I will attend. 


(Signed) KIssEN CanToo Boss.“ 
A Banker or Money-changer, + A Secretary for the Perſian lanzuaze. 
| | Reſolved, 
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Recent That Cantoo Baboo, the Governor General's Banian, having re- 


fuſed to obey the ſummons of the Board, under pretence that he was with the 


Governor, but that he would attend when the Board is complete, has been 


guilty of a high indignity to this Board. 

The Board having no further queſtions at preſent to put to Rajah Nund- 
comar, he 1s deſired to withdraw. 
The Secretary is deſired to wait on the Governte General, with the moſt 


reſpectful compliments of the Board, to acquaint him, that Maha Raja Nund- 


comar having been examined, 1s withdrawn; and that they deſire he would 
be pleaſed to return and take the chair. | 

The Perſian tranſlator reports to the Board, that there appears ſome trifling 

inaccuracies in the tranſlation of Munney Begun! s letter to Maha Rajah Nund- 

comar, which he has delivered in, but that in general it is a true tranſlation. 
Ordered, That the Perſian Tranſlator be directed to make a copy of the 

original Perſian letter, and to prepare a perfect tranſlation of it, but that the 

original be returned to the Rajah. = 


The Secretary returns from the Governor General, and reports that he had | 


communicated the Board's requeſt to him, and received the Sollowing anſwer, 
which he took down in writing : 

„The Governor General cannot reply to a meſſage delivered to him under a 
title which he does not acknowledge, but preſents his compliments to General 


Clavering, Mr. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, who he underſtands from the Se- 


cretary are at the Council-houſe, and begs leave to decline meeting them 
in Council at this late hour of the night, when he has it not in his power to 


call a full Board, Mr. Barwell being in the country. He has ordered a fum- 


mons for the Council in the Revenue Department to-morrow, at which he hopes 
to have the honour of meeting them.” 


It appearing to the Board, that the ſeveral ſums of money n in Maha 
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have been received by the Governor General, and that the ſaid ſums of money 
do of right belong to the Honourable Eaſt India Company. 

Reſolved, That the Governor General be required to pay into the Com- 
pany's treaſury the amount of thoſe ſums for the Company's uſe. 


| Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the Governor General, and communi- 


cate to him the above reſolution, requeſting his anſwer to it, 
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The Secretary reports to the Board, that he has waited on the Governor 
General, who refuſes to receive the above as a reſolution of the Board, and 
will give no anſwer to it. | n ag Fu 

Ordered, That the proceedings of the Board, and all the papers relative 


to Maha Raja Nundcomar's charge againſt the Governor General, be delivered 


to the Company's Attorney, that he may lay them before Council, for their 
opinion how to proceed in recovering for the Company's uſe the ſeveral ſums . 
of money which the Governar General has received from Maha Raja N und-. 
comar or Munney Begum, for ſervices done them through his influence. 
N J. CL AVERING. 
_ Geo. Mod SON. 
P. FRAxcis. 


The tranſlation When Governor Haſtings arrived in Calcutta from Madraſs, and entered 
of part of Nun upon the charge of affairs, he ſent for me; and making a compact between 


to the Board, as us Ahur priman Nimorda, ſaid to me, Meer Mahomed Reza Cawn and 


delivered in by 


Sir John 
D Oyly. 


Rajah Shitabroy have done many bad things, and their oppreſſion and mal- 
adminiſtration are notorious; I will diveſt them of their office, do you give 
me your attendance, and I will take their accounts through you. 1 attended 
agreeably thereto, and prepared an account of the embezzlements of both, 
which I delivered to him. )* = 
„ The account of Mahomed Reza Cawn's embezzlements, which I deh- 
vered to the Governor, contained the ſum of about rupees 2,03,28,957, partly 
ariſing from the money of which he has defrauded the Nizamut, not men- 
tioning the jewellery, &c. during the period between the beginning of 1172, 
and end of 1178, Bengal ſtyle, and partly from what he had amaſſed from 
Dacca, during the period between the beginning of 1170, and end of 1177, 
Bengal ſtile; and alſo the ſum of about rupees 1,02,00,000, which were 


written as the balance of the diſtricts under his collection, though he had 


taken it for his own private uſe. —Both ſums together, amount to about 
rupees 3,05,27,957. 1 moreover produced to the Governor the complainants, 
which appeared before me, concerning the purchaſe and ſale of grain. Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn, upon hearing the news, ſent a man to acquaint me, that 
he would give the Governor ten lacks of rupees, and me two lacks, to pre- 
vent the proſecution of the inquiry into his accounts, and the ftory of the 


grain, I related the circumſtance to the Governor, who replied, « How 


can an affair of crores be dropped for ſuch a trifling conſideration.—No, 
I'll take all that he owes to government, and, till he pays it, he ſhall remain 


e in confinement.” In the end he received ſomething conſiderable, through 


Coja Petroas Ally Ibratum Cawn and Cantor, and releaſed Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, and nothing was done relative to the embezzlement and theſe accounts; 
and the complainants, who had been confronted with Mahomed Reza Cawn, 


and had proved their complaints againſt him, never recovered their right. 


<« prepared, and delivered to the Governor, an account of Rajah Shita- 
broy's embezzlements, amounting to ninety lacks of rupees. Maha Rajah 


Divitch 
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Nivitch Narrain, upon hearing the news, wrote three letters from Moorſhe- 
dabad; one to the Governor, one to Mr. Reid, and one to me, to the follow. 
ing purport : The accounts, which have been delivered in of Rajah- Shita- 
broy's embezzlements, ſtates the ſum of ninety lacks of rupees, Let thirty 
lacks of it be ſet aſide, for deaths of Ryotts, and irrecoverable balances; 
and let the ſum be fixed at ſixty lacks, Let Shitabroy be diſmiſſed, and let 
me be appointed; I will anſwer for the collection, and payment of the ſixty. 
lacks, as well as engage that the Subah of Bahar ſhall produce more than 
when Rajah Shitabroy had charge of it; and I will keep the country in a 
ſtate of population, Upon receiving this intelligence, Rajah Shitabroy ſent a 
man to acquaint me, that he would give four lacks to the Governor, and one 
to me, if I would deſiſt from inquiring into the accounts. I related this cir- 
cumſtance to the Governor, who replied, © Do not hearken to him, but take 
« from him what he owes to government.” Yet, in the end, having received 
to a large amount, through Cantoo, and Cantoo himſelf alſo having received 
ſomething handſome, a rich Khelaat * was given to Rajah Shitabroy, and he re- 
ceived his diſmiſſion to Patna. 163 corentpey tbr RL 
When Mr. Haſtings was on the point of ſetting off to Benares, he told me 
to adjuſt the account of the embezzlement of Rajah Cheyt Sing, ſon of Bul- 
wantling. I accordingly delivered in an account of what had been embezzled 
by Rajah Cheyt Sing, from the Pergunnahs Runa Mungroor and Bejugur in 
Bahar, from the beginning of 1170, to the end of 1178, Bengal ſtile, ſettling 
each year at three lacks of rupees, and the total at twenty four lacks. Mr. 
Haſtings ſaid to me, Leave a copy of this paper in the hands of Radachurn, 
„„ that hould Rajah Cheyt Sing pretend to diſown it, he may be confuted.” 
After all, he arrived at Benares, and having received ſomething conſiderable 
through Mr. Motte and Cantoo, from the houſe of Caſhmury Mull, did not 
adjuſt the affairs, nor procure the payment of any money to the govern- 
ment, 
Allahabad Kurrah and Korah Jehanabad having been reſcued: from the 
Marattas, by the exertion of Major Carnac, and brought into the poſſeſſion - 
of the Company, were left by Lord Clive for the uſe of the King Shah 
Allum, who, upon going to Dehly, appointed the Nabob Monur ul Dow- 
lah to the charge of the Bundoo-buſt, and collection of the ſaid Kurrah and 
Korah ; the Jumma Þ of the whole year will be near fifty lacks; but now the 
Governor having received ſomething conſiderable from Sujah ul Dowlah, 
has made them over to him for the payment of forty lacks of rupees to the 
Company, and did not ſettle them upon the King, nor reſerve them for the 
Company. 8 E | = RIGS | 
Having cauſed Rajah Raje Bullub to be appointed to the Mutſuddi-gurree 
of the Khalſa Shereefa, the Governor has received ſomething conſiderable 
from him, and has alſo on other occaſions benefited himſelf through him. 
Upon the Bundoo-buſt F of Rajah Shay, &c. the Zemindary of Rannee 
Bowannee, he has taken a conſiderable ſum of money between the beginning 
of 1179 and end of 1180, and has taken the money through Rajah Kiſſen 


An honorary dreſs, ö F Rent roll. 


Chund, 
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Chund, Zemindar of Ukra, 8c. between the beginning of 1179 and end of 
1180. If he denies it, ſummon Simboa Chund, fon of Kiſſen Chund, and 
_ enquire of him, and it will be known. ok TCH 
A five anna ſhare of Jehangurpore had been ſettled upon Bernaſis Chow- 
attroy, and the ſhare of the other partners was eleven annas. Cantoo, the 
Governor's Mutſuddy, cauſed nine annas of the Zemindary out of the 
eleven to be given to Bernaſis, and received a preſent from him, and took 
for himſelf a Kibbela, or bill of ſale, of the remaining portion of two annas, 
© which was the moſt profitable part. The late eleven anna Zemindars are 
now diſtreſſed for ſubſiſtence, and are attending to complain: beſides, this 
Cantoo has cauſed the Zemindary of Mutta J ungpore to be given to Ber- 
neſir, and taken a bribe; he has alſo, by colluſion, procured a Kibbala of the 
Pergunnah Shurgurra in Patcheat, from the Zemindars, and taken it; he 
has alſo obtained the leaſe of Umberabad Shaw-a jul, &c. in Rajithaig, at 
the Autcry, through the Zemindars; and has collected over and above the 
ftated Jumma conſiderable ſums from the Mofuſſil by oppreſſion; and the 
Ryotts are attending to complain. Cantoo's profit accruing from the above 
articles, amounts to near 125,000 rupees, Whether he has kept this money 
himſelf or given it to the Governor, will appear upon enquiry. 
« The Governor, conformable to the wiſhes of Cantoo, who is the inſtru- 
ment of his embezzlements, has cauſed Pergunnah Bahrbund, the Zemindary 
of Rannee Bowannee, to be ſettled as a Zemindary in the name of Cantoo's 
ſon ;. Rannee Bowannee has committed no fault, and Cantoo has no claim of 
inheritance in the Pergunnah, yet the Governor has given it conformable to 
Cantoo's wiſh Whether the perquiſite is Cantoo's, or whether he gives it to 
the Governor, will be known if you will pleaſe to enquire. He has taken 
51, ooo rupees on account of the Ruſſoom“ and Mancoor of the Canongees, 
and Chowdrees of Midnapore and Jelladore.” F 


> —__ the 14th Year of the preſent Reign. 


3 « By the grace of God and the favour of the Governor, all affairs are 
8 Jon ſettled agreeably to my wiſhes. When I found my own affairs in this happy 
| and deſirable ſituation, I thought myſelf bound in gratitude to make ſome 
return to the Governor for the great favours conferred on me, in raiſing my 

rank and the dignity of the Nizamut. After conſidering what would be a 

proper offer, I ſent a propoſal of one lack of rupees, begging that it might 

be accepted as an acknowledgment on my part. The Governor anſwered, 

„ have not done what J have from motives of private advantage, but for 

« your ſatisfaction, who have truſted your intereſt wholly to me.” When 1 

preſſed the acceptance of a lack of rupees exceedingly upon him, he at laſt 

aid, if you inſiſt an making me a preſent, give two lacks of rupees, as 

Maha Rajah (meaning you) engaged: I agreed to it, otherwiſe it is at your 

option. I gueſſed, my friend, chat theſe two lacks of rupees was a part of 


# Dues to the head farmer. 


1 tranſlation From the Munny Begum to Rajah Nundcomar, dated the 3d of Fummadee Aſſany 
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the three lacks nd & half about which I wrote to you in a letter diſpatch- 


ed with Kaim Baig, and one of which I ſent you word by the Roy Jugg at 


Crang, 5 77 


« At any rate, however, I conceived, that if 1 ſaid any thing about it, all 
that you had done for me would be entirely deſtroyed, and every thing 


ruined; I therefore ſent word to the Governor, that at the time diſturb- 
| ances were raiſed by a treacherous and ungrateful enemy; I wrote word 
to Maha Rajah that whatever was judged requiſite and expedient for my 
advancemert and foiling my enemies, | defired would he put in practice; that 
Maha Rajah had written me an anſwer, but had not mentioned any preciſe 
fum; that when Roy Juggud Chund arrived with his and your letters, I 
had not an opportunity of a meeting with him, and therefore was ignorant of 
this engagement of two lacks of rupees; that I thought it probable, that 
in conformity to what I formerly wrote Mahah Rajah, he had engaged 
for this fum, and that | bound myſelf to diſcharge what Maha Rajah 

engaged for, and begged he would accept of one lack of rupees here, and 
that I would draw on the Maha Rajah for the other lack, which he 
would deliver to him at Caleutta. I thank God that I met with the Gover- 


nor's countenance and approbation to this propoſal. As your intereſt and mine 


are the ſame, and we are -partners in proſperity and adverſity, I therefore 
requeſt, that you will lend me, upon the ſtrength of my word, one lack of 


rupees, which you will be ſo kind as to preſent to the Governor on his arrival 
at Calcutta. I am raiſing one lack of rupees, which I ſhall preſent oa 
here. I will repay the money which I borrow from you in a very little time, by 


the means of Rajah Goordaſs. I earneſtly intreat, that you will not entertain 
the leaft doubt of thiss You may depend upon my faithful performance of 
what I have engaged, in which my intereſt is ſo much concerned. 

« Moreover, 1 acknowledge myſelf bound for whatever ſums you may 
have given, or engaged to give, to the Gentlemen of Council, for the advance- 
ment of my intereſt, Write me a particular account of them, that I may 
raiſe the ſum required, and ſend it. For the future, let us take care in thecon- 
duct of our affairs, to plan and conſult together, that in eaſe of our being called 
upon, no difference may appear in our repreſentations and anſwers, and that I 


may confirm whatever you report. In ſhort, as words expreſs the meaning of 


the writer, and are intimately connected with it, the ſame ſtri& conformity and 
intimacy ſhould fubſiſt between us, that our ſecrets may not be known. 
All that I have now written you muſt keep the moſt profound ſecret; it muſt 


only paſs from my breaſt to yours. Let nothing of the ſecret part of theſe 


tranſactions be known to the Governor, the Gentlemen of Council, or to any 
others. Their proverb is, A word to the wiſe.” Make me happy with fre- 
quent accounts of your health. NY | 5 
| A true Tranſlation. 

N J. D'Ovizy, 


Acting Perſian Tranſlator.” 


has 
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This cloſes the evidence of Nundcomar; for, on the 29th day of April, he, 


together with Joſeph Fowke and Roy Radachurn, were charged with con - 


ſpiring to accuſe the Governor General and others, of having unlawfully pro- 
cured a falſe accuſation to be brought againſt Mr. Fowke, and of having cor- 


ruptly received money from Cummal ul Dien; and on the 6th of May he was 


impriſoned, on a charge of having, on the 15th of January 1770, forged the 
bond of a perſon then deceaſed, in order to defraud his executors of about 
5000 l. ſterling, upon which there had been proceedings both in the Mayor's 
Court and Court of Dewanee Adawlet; and the diſpute concerning the 
authenticity of the bond had been of public notoriety for about four years, 
during which time he had been much careſſed and favoured by Government. 
However, he was now indicted for the forgery (which is not a capital crime 
by the laws of that country or the common law of England), as an offence 


_ againſt the ſtatute of the 2d of George II. chap. 25. by which it-was in Eng- 


land made capital; and on the 15th of June convicted. Notwithſtanding this 


conviction, he was afterwards tried, at the ſuit of the Governor General, 


jointly with Mr. Fowke and Radachurn, for the conſpiracy ; but they were 
all acquitted, without examining a ſingle witneſs in their defence. They 
were again tried for the ſame fact, on the proſecution of Mr. Barwell ; and, 


on the teſtimony of the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, added to that of 
the ſame witneſſes for the proſecution who were examined before, Radachurn 
was acquitted, and Mr. Fowke and Nundcomar were found guilty. Mr. 
Fowke was fined go J. and on the gth day of Auguſt following, Nundcomar 


was hanged for the forgery *. _ . 
The right claimed, as abovementioned by the Governor, to diſſolve the 
council, was on this and many other occaſions warmly agitated : at length it 


was agreed to refer the queſtion to the Court of Directors for deciſion, which 


they have given as follows: 


Extract of General Letter to Bengal, dated 3 1% Fanuary 


„By the ſhip Anſon, we have received a duplicate of your ſecret 
Letter, dated 29th March 1775; and alſo your ſeparate Minutes, dated 
the 20th March, and 3d and 4th of April, relative to a power claimed 
by the Governor General, of diſſolving the Council at his pleaſure, againſt 
the declared ſenſe of the major part of the members preſent, EPS 

“ The Anſon having been obliged to put into Ireland, we have not yet 
received your Book Packet; and coden the proceedings of the 
majority, after the Governor General and Mr. Barwell had withdrawn from 
the Board, are not before us. i 0 | $2 

« The importance. of the queſtion, whether the Governor General is 


legally empowered to diſſolve the Council at pleaſure, contrary to the de- 


clared ſenſe of the majority, is ſo great, that we have judged it proper to 


* The power of reprieving till the king's pleaſure be known, is veſted in the judges. 
þ : e ſtate 


. 


1 5 I 
ſtate the caſe to ſome of the moſt eminent lawyers in this kingdom, and to 


have their opinions, before we finally decide thereon; which opinions we have 
not yet been able to obtain, But however the queſtion may be determined, 


reſpecting the legality of the power, we are clearly of opinion, that it is highly 


improper that ſuch a power, which may be attended with the maſt fatal con- 
ſequences, ſhould be exerciſed by our Governor General, or by any Preſidetn 
of our Council; and therefore, to prevent farther inconvenience, and totally 
to ſuppreſs all claims of this kind in future, it is our expreſs command, that 
no meeting of our Council, (the members having been duly ſummoned) ſhall 
be diſſolved, or adjourned, by the authority of our Governor General, or of 
any Preſident for the time being, without the conſent of a majority of wempert 
preſent at every ſuch meetin ng of our ſaid Council, 
« And if it ſhall here 

member or members of Council, not being a majority, ſball think pro- 
per to withdraw from the Council Board, and leave a majority of the 
whole Council ſitting; and if ſuch majority ſhall be of opinion, that it may 
be neceſſary, and for the good of our ſervice, to proceed to the diſpatch of 
public buſineſs, we hereby direct, that they continue to fit ſo long (and to 
_ adjourn from time to time) as they ſhall think it requiſite, and for our intereſt. 
ſo todo; and that their minutes, reſolutions, and proceedings, ſhall be re- 


corded in the ſame book, and form, as would have been the caſe if no mem. 
ber had withdrawn. 


« Tt is our further command, that all orders which ſhall be iſſued by Pur. 1 19+ 


ſuch majority, ſo aſſembled in Council, as aforeſaid, to any of our ſervants 
in Bengal, civil or military, be implicitly obeyed, in the ſame manner, 
to all intents and purpoſes, as though ſuch orders had been authoriſed and 

ſigned by all the members of our ſaid Council.“ 


At a Council held on the 20th of March, 1 775 General Clavering laid 
before the Board the following * 

General Clavering. The refuſal which Cantoo Baboo, the Governor Ge- 
neral's Banyan made to comply with an order of this Board, on the 1 gth in- 
ſtant, which required his attendance here, appears ſo contumacious to the 
authority of the Government, that I move that an order of the Board be im- 


mediately given to bring him here, to anſwer for his contempt,” 


This motion was oppoſed by the Governor General, and much altercation 


- enſued, after which, the motion was agreed to by four Councillors, and Cantoo 


Baboo being accordingly called. in, Colonel Monſon propoſed the following 
ueſtions to be put to him: 


, © Oweſftion, Did you receive a ſummons from the Board on Monday the 
3 3th inſtant, to attend them ?? 


Mr. Auriol, Aſſiſtant Secretary, is deſired to interpret the queſtions to 


Cantoo Baboo with his anſwers, and . Oe put the above 


queſtion to him, he anſwers, 
K « Anſwer. 


ter happen, that the Governor General, or any Par, 18. 


= ">" * 
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40 Anſwer. ] did. 

« ANueſtion. Why did you not ene! 

Anſwer. I was with the Governor, who heard of the ſummons, and ſaid, 
What occaſion was there for your going, don't go. | 

* Queſtion. Are you not ſenſible that the authority of the Government j is 
placed in the Council? 

" Anſwer. We Bengallers, the people of this country, know that the Go- 
vernor's orders are in force upon us, and that, next to theſe, the orders of 
the Council are over us. 

Queſtion. Would you not have obeyed the orders of the Council, if 
the Governor had not told you to diſobey them? 

« Anſwer. I certainly ſhould have obeyed the orders. 

« 9veftion. Did you receive a ſummons on Tueſday the 14th inſtant, to 

attend the Board of Revenue? - 

Anſwer, I] did receive it. 

« Queſtion. Why did you not obey it? 

« Anſwer. For the ſame reaſons as thoſe I before mentioned. 

<< Queſtion. Did you not receive another order to attend the Board of Re- 


venue on Friday the 17th inſtant ? 


% Anſwer. I did not receive any on F riday, I — one on Saturday to attend. 
at the firſt Council; and I returned for anſwer to Mr. Sumner, that I would 
attend at the firſt Council. I went to Mr. Sumner's this morning, and I 


_ learnt that there was no Board there, but he directed me to be preſent on the 


firſt Council day, 
F " Weſtion. Did you receive an order from the Board to attend here to- 

ay? 

1 Anſwer. I received no written order to day; 3 a Peon left word at my 
gate, and on receiving that notice, I came. | 

« Queſtion. Do you know from whom that Peon came? 
« Anſwer, I did not ſee the Peon, my people told me that a Peon had 

come with an order of Council, and had left word that 1t was the Council's 
orders for me immediately to attend. 8 


Cantoo Baboo 18 ordered to withdraw. 


General Clavering. “The Governor having threatened r me for having pro- 
poſed a form of puniſhment for Cantoo Baboo, (that which he uſually inflicts 
every day upon the poor natives, by putting them in the ſtocks by ten or 
twelve at a time) that if I meant any thing perſonal to him, he would make 
me anſwer for it with my life; I thereupon move, that Cantoo Baboo be 
put into the ſtocks, to have that ſame eee inflicted upon him, whicl 
the Governor inflicts every day upon ſo many miſerable H indoos, barely td 
eaſing themſelves upon the Eſplanade, two miles diſtance from the town.” 

The Governor General. The General has not uſed my words, which I will 
repeat. The General had twice propoſed, and in the language of a menace, 


that Cantoo Baboo ſhould be put in the ſtocks ; I ſaid, if he attempted any 5 
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thing in his own perſon, and by his own authority, I would oppoſe it with 
my perſon, or perſonally oppoſe it, with peril of my life. I added, that if he 
made uſe of the law, I would oppoſe him by the law.—Mr. Barwell, are theſe 
my words ?” 1 

Mr. Barwell, © remember words to ſuch effect.” | 

General Clavering. I deny having uſed any language, or any appearance 
of menace to the Governor General; I know too well what I owe to his 
ſituation, to be guilty of it. As he muſt have been acquainred with the 
uſual forms of puniſhment for contempts, I applied to him, to know what 
it was; and aſked him, if the ſtocks were not uſed upon ſuch occaſions. I was 
then ſurprized to hear him declare, that he would reſent perſonal attacks, or 
words to that effect, with his life.“ 1 e N 
The Governor General. I cannot help remarking the pains taken by 
General Clavering, by alluſions to every part of my conduct, and loading it 
with terms of reproach, to provoke me beyond the line of that moderation 
and temper, which I have exerciſed, in a courſe of almoſt exhauſted patience, 
during the laſt fix months. I was firſt attacked on the ſubject of the Jaut 
Matta Cutchery*, which was repreſented as arbitrary and oppreſſive, although 
this has exiſted from the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Company, and had no 
relation to the ſubject of debate before us. If it was improper, why was it 
not propoſed long ago, that it ſhould be aboliſhed, why reſerved for this 
time; to be made uſe of as an inſtrument of provocation? The ſtocks were 
erected on my firſt coming to the Government, to preſerve the air of the 
city from the fouleſt nuiſance ; they have continued ever ſince, and I have 
always underſtood, that it was univerſally looked upon as a benefit. If it was 
wrong or illegal, why have they ſo long been permitted to remain there ? 
A motion of the Board might have effected their removal; but to propoſe to 
inflict ſuch a puniſhment, ſo diſgraceful, for a man of character and credit, 
would be an extenſion of rigour equal to death.“ e 


Mr. Francis moves for an adjournment of the Board. 
Mr. Barwell has no objection. | 

Colonel Monſon, I conſent to the motion. 

General Clavering. I agree to adjourn. 

The Governor General. I have no objection. 

Agreed, That the Board do adjourn accordingly. 


WARREN HASTINGS, 
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A Court for the determination of diſputes about caſt among the Hindoos. 
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Further Proceedings reſpecting the Sums 
received from MN NY BEOGUM. 


Fee contats. CID) the 2d May, 1775, Mr. Grant Accountant to the Provincial Council. 


tion, 2d May, 


of Revenue at Moorſhedabad, produced fome papers, which ſtate nite 
lacks received by Munny Begum, upon her appointment to the management 
of the Nabob's houſhold, over and above the balance due at that time on that 
account. BEIT 4+ CC F „„ 1 
Theſe papers were delivered to Mr. Grant, by a perſon named Nuned Roy, 
or Noonda Roy, at that time in his ſervice, but who had formerly been em- 
ployed as a writer, or Naib Darroga“, in the Begum's treaſury office, at 
Moorſhedabab: General Clavering's introduction of the papers to the Board 
xt Calcutta, and the firſt examination of Mr. Grant, and Nuned Roy, on the 
ſubject are recorded on Conſultations in the following words, viz. = 


Extruct of Fort William Secret Conſultations, 2d May, 
General Clavering, © I acquaint the Board, that Mr. James Grant, Ac- 
comptant at Moorſhedabad, came to me this morning, and informed me, 
that a perſon, , who had been employed as a writer in the Nabob's houſhold, 
and who had been diſmiſſed about ſeven months ago, had brought to him the 
accounts of the houſhold for eight years paſt. That they have appeared to 
him of fo great importance to the Company's intereſt, that he thought it his 
duty to bring the perſon with him to Calcutta, to depoſit them in the hands 
of Government.“ 9 5 ))%ö;—Vk tan tony 
Ordered, That Mr. James Grant be ſent for, and directed to bring the 
accounts of the Nabob's houſhold that are in his poſſeſſion. = 


Mr. Grant appearing before the Board, informs them, That he. has 
brought the perſon, named Nuned Roy, with him to Calcutta, from whom 
he received the papers in queſtion ; that the man now attends the Board with 
them, and is ready to produce them to the Board“ 

Mr. Grant is dere to inform the Board, whether he has examined theſe 
papers? He anſwers as follows: | „„ 

« As theſe papers do not relate to my department of Accomptant to the 
Provincial Council of Revenue at Moorſhedabab, without ſpecial orders, it 
does not become me to intertere, or to tranſlate them; what I know relating 
to them, is from the ipſe dixit of the perſon who gave them to me.“ 


» Deputy Superintendant. 


AQ usſtion. 


169 ] 

« Qneſtion. What has he acquainted you concerning them? 
Auſwer. I beg leave to obſerve, that as the perſon is now preſent, and 
poſſeſſed of theſe papers, it would be much more ſatisfactory to me if I might 
be permitted to have him called upon, to relate what he knows reſpecting 
them, and what he has related to me. | 
AQueſtion. What object, or point, do you an to be obtained by the 
producing the papers in queſtion. 

% Anſwer, When theſe papers were brought to me, I conſulted a Mohrir * 
with reſpect to their being after a true Seriſhra +, who informed me that thoſe 
papers were not to be diſputed; and as the perſon who brought them to me 
intormed me, that by thoſe papers there appeared a balance of nine lacks fixty 
thouſand and odd rupees, due from the Begum's accounts, beſides aſum of mo- 
ney due for arrears of the Nizamut, on her appointment when Mahomed Reza 
Khan was recalled, I conceived it an object of too great importance to the 
Company, as a ſervant of theirs, not to put them in the immediate channel. 
of inſpection; I mean by the word Seriſhta, after the form of office. 

« useſtion. Has any application been made to you by any ba to obtain 
theſe papers from you by any promiſe of gratuity to you. 
-,= M6 Anfwer. No ; but when the Begum received intelligence that Nuned Roy 

was in my ſervice, ſhe requeſted that he might be ſent to her as a Mohabdar f. 
of hers, in order to ſettle accounts. He informs me, on going there that 
large offers were made him if he would put her in poſſeſſion of the papers, 

and quit my ſervice; hat thoſe offers were, I requeſt he may be called upon 
to anſwer himſelf. 
' * Dneffbon. You mention balances paid t to, the Begun? s account of the Ni- 
zamut, - do you mean the three offices conjointly, or the ſingle office called: 
the Nizamut ? 

« Anſwer. Having had no authority myſelf to inſpect theſe papers and as 
it is from the papers alone that this queſtion can be feſobven, 1 cannot take 
upon me to anſwer it.' 

Mr. Grant is defired to explain his meaning, not what is on the prpers. | 

Mr. Grant anſwers. © My meaning is, that I was informed ſo By Nuned. 
Roy, who is preſent to anſwer the queſtion. rn 

Nuned Roy being called in, is queſtioned as follows: 

Aueſtion. Have you any papers in your Fan belonging to the Niza- 
mut, Bhelah & and Conſumannee? - © 

% /infwer. Only the Nizamut; neither the Bhelah nor Conſumannee, 

Queſtion. Where are they? © Eg 
+ Nuned Roy delivers in ſundry Ferds, or theets of paper. 

«4 Mc; e This is the Goſhwara, or abſtract account; 1 oh are. che other 

eces in your hand? 

« Anſwer. Accounts of particulars. 

. 'h Clerk in a public office, * Being genvine office copies. t A Revenue Olficer, 


$ The Bhelah in many in{tances, includes the Conſumannee or Houſehold, and is a more 
extenſive name for houfehold and -perfonal and as dict 8 from wow of: the Nizamut 


or State, 
6 we | « Quefti 08, 
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« Oueſtion. Are theſe all the papers of the Nizamut in your poſſeſſion ? 
HAnſwer. No: I have other papers ;—theſe are only the particulars of the 
abſtracts I gave in firſt,” 

Nuned Roy is deſired to bring the reſt, and replies, they are of no uſe at 
'preſent ; when it becomes requiſite, I will give them. 

QLueſtion. What are theſe papers you have delivered in, and what diſcoveries 
or informations do they contain? 

% Anſwer. The accounts will ſpeak for themſelves, 1 HE 

«© ᷓQueſtion. For what purpoſe have you delivered theſe papers, or did you 
deliver them to Mr. Grant? This queſtion is aſked that the Board may 
know on what grounds they ſhall take the trouble to examine them. 

« Anſwer, I was Mr. Grant's ſervant, and obeyed whatever he ordered me.“ 

General Clavering. I beg to aſk Mr. Grant, brat he did not inform me 
this morning, that from the accounts in Nuned Roy's poſſeſſion it would ap- 
pear, that the Munny Begum, on her appointment to the management of the 
Nabob's houſehold, had received nine lacks of rupees on account of the Ni- 
zamut, above what was actually due on the balance of that account.” 

Mr. Grant replies, * It does ſo by the accounts now on the table.“ 

Mr. Grants requeſts, ** that Nuned Roy may be alked, what the other ac- 
counts contain which are in his poſſeſſion.“ | 

« Anſwer. Nuned Roy anſwers, they are different accounts. Being ordered 


to deliver them into the Board, 


He anſwers, * ] will bring them to-morrow. —It was not neceſſary to bring 
them at preſent, — if it had been I would have brought them.“ 

The Governor General. Will theſe papers ſhew, whether the Begum has 
received more from the Company on account of the Nabob's houſehold than 
was due, and to what amount?“ 

e Anſwer. If you will inſpe& the papers they will anſwer. 

General Clauering. © Are the papers you with- hold neceſſary to Hluſtrate the 


Papers you have produced.” 


This queſtion 4s explained to him in the following words, by the Governor 

General: 
Have the papers in your poſſeſſion any connection with theſe ? 

«© Anſwer. They have no connection.“ 

Mr. Grant obſerves, that theſe accounts allude to this 3 circum- 
ſtance. The others, he is informed by Nuned Roy, are for eight m 
paſt. 

« NQueſtion by the Governor. Were theſe among the accounts which were 
examined at the time 1 was at Morſhedabad, in 1772, and when the Na- 


bob's accounts were all ſuppoſed to be under examination? 5 


Anſwer. Les, — theſe were amongſt them, and Roy Sabins Roy explained 
the abſtract of the arrears of pay due to the army, to the Governor. | 
* Queſtion. How do you know that Sabins Roy explained this account to 
me ? 
« Anſwer. Mr. Anderſon was ordered to tranſlate them. I was with 


Sabins Roy when they were tranflated.” 


4 | . General 


E 
General Clavering's queſtions to Nuned Roy. 0 
+8 8 Has any propoſition been made to you on the * of the 


Begum, to obtain the papers from you? 
% Anſwer. When Mr. Grant ſent the abſtract papers to the Begum, it 


was for this, to know if the difference that had been received from the 


Company would be proved, and if not, to deſire that an anſwer might be 


given accordingly. Next morning afterwards, Akbar * Ally Khin came to 


Mr. Grant, and applied to him bor the papers and Nuned Roy, and ſpoke at 


the ſame time to the following effect; that the Nabob's houſe was a great 


one, — every gentleman has ſheltered himſelf under oo you alſo, and re- 
turn theſe papers.“ 


Mr. Francis's queſtions to Mr. Grant. 
« Queſtion. Has this tranſlation been communicated bc you or Nuned 
Roy, to Mr. Martin or Mr. Baber? 
E Anſwer, Not by me. 
Q ueſtion. Do you know whether they are nn with it? 


« Anſwer. I have reaſon to think they have information, that this perſon | 


has ſuch papers, or ſome papers of the houſehold; becauſe Mr. Martin wrote 
me, to ſend this man to the Begum, on her particular and very earneſt appli- 
cation. He had orders to attend whenever called upon.“ 


Colonel Monſon's queſtions to Mr. Grant. 


e Qusſtion. Did ever any perſon apply to you. for theſe papers on n behalf 


of the Begum? 


* Anſwer. I will anſwer this queſtion if it is required, upon oath. 


Akbar Ally Khin, the head Eunuch of the Begum, came to my houſe; 
informed me, that he had heard I had ſuch papers; aſked me what my inten- 
tentions were regarding them. I ſhewed him the papers, and told him, it 


was my firm reſolution to proceed to the Preſidency, and lay them before 


the Governor and Council. I likewiſe aſked him the cauſe of his viſit to me, 


and what he had to apprehend from my having any papers belonging to his 
houſe, if his accounts were properly fettled. I likewiſe aſked him, if he 
was acquainted with. the fallacious ſtatement prepared, by which nine lacks 
and odd thouſand rupees were made appear to be due for arrears, over and 


above the ſum actually due and diſburſed by 'theſe accounts. He anſwered, 
the accounts were not to be diſputed ; requeſted leave to acquaint the Begum, 


that he had ſeen them, and added, that they might be altered; and if this 


inquiry ſhould be defeated or fruitleſs, what would it avail me in the end; 
mentioned the Begum's friendſhip and regard for me, and endeavoured to 
prevail on me not to ſend them. I told him, that I was firmly reſolved, and 
he retired.““ 

Mr. Grant withdraws. 

Ordered, That theſe Perſian papers be put into the hands of Mr. Grant 
and Mr. Johnſon, to tranſlate and arrange. 

” This perſon is ſometimes called Etwar, and Wo Yatebar Ally Khin, * 


"Ok 
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Secret Contu'tas On the gth May 1995, Nuned Roy, or Noonda Roy, declared, that 
910 wy. from the accounts of the Nabob and the Begum, (having been Naib Darogah * 
to 210%. Of the treaſury) he has a thorough knowledge of the Company's loſs. His 
introduction to Mr. Grant, and an account of the delivery of papers to that 


gentleman, are contained in the following conſultation,” 


Fort William, stb May 1755. 


Seciet Conf, Ordered, That Mr. James Grant be required to attend the board. 
n Mr. Grant attending accordingly, is called in, and the following 
cqueſtions are put to kim-by ee 8 . 
| « QAuseſtion. How long will it take you to tranſlate the Perſian accounzs 
of the Nabob's houſehold, which have been delivered into the Board ? 
% Anſwer. I will anſwer to-morrow.” “ ” 
Mr. Grant begs leave to preſent the following tranſlation of a Muchulca + 
taken from Nuned Roy, regarding thoſe accounts, to the Board. | 
<« | Nuned Roy, a ſervant of Mr. James Grant, do declare, and write, in or- 
der to prove the Company's loſs, of which I have a thorough knowledge from 
WK the accounts of the Nabob's Sheriſtah, and the Begum's, by reaſon of my 
| having been Naib Darogah of the treaſury, and from the papers and accounts 
of which I was poſſeſſed, and delivered myſelf in the Council, as well as 
dtrom the following circumſtance, which I now relates: 55 
1 Folio 2999. After the impriſonment of Mahomed Reza Khan, the Governor General 
repaired froni Calcutta to Coſſimbuzar, where he lived about two months, 
| when the Begum's appointment became the ſubject of treaty through Akbar 
Ally Khan, and Raja Gourdaſs's Dewanny ſhip was taken into conſidera- 
tion. On the 17th of Jemaduluvut, in the 14th year of Shah Allum, they 
were both appointed; after they were exalted, the arrears due to the ſervants 
of the houſehold, &c. through Rajah Gourdaſs, was brought on, when the 
accounts were ordered to be prepared and laid before the Governor. Subinſe 
Roy, the Dewanny Sheriſtadar, prepared the accounts of the arrears due to 
x the ſervants, and laid them before the Governor at Coſſimbuzar; and I un. 
| derſtood from Subinſe Roy's mouth, that the Governor deſired Mr. Middle- 
| ton to get the papers tranſlated, who entruſted them for that purpoſe with 
| Mr. Anderſon, Davee Perſaud, a Mohrir of the Dewanny Sheriſtah, carried 
| the ſaid papers to Mr. Anderſon at Mooteyjill, where they were tranſlated, 
| | After they were tranſlated, the Governor obſerved, that Mahomed Reza Khan 
had received all that was due to him, and that no balance remained. On 
this report, all the fervants of the Nabob began to riot and rebel, and ſeated 
themſelves at his houſe, and ſaid, When will you pay us our arrears up, we 
will not quit your houſe. Theſe circumſtances were related. by Akbar Ally 
Folie 2100. Khan, and the Nabob, to the Governor, who, on hearing this account, ordered 
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two companies of Sepoys. to be ſtationed: at the Nabob's houſe, in order to 


guard 1 it; and ordered, that all the ſervants ſhould be immediately diſmiſſed, | 


giving himſelf an Aumin on his own part, and direQing another to be given 
by Mr. Middleton on his part. The two Aumins and Rajah Gourdaſs, are 


directed to examine the accounts of the arrears due, and produce a liſt of the - 


diſmiſſed ſervants, who were all to receive what was due to them. In the 
morning, Kiſhen Kunt * and Santeram waited on the Begum, and ſent for 
Akbar Ally Khan and Rajah Gourdaſs, and being together, ſealed up all the 
accounts of the Nabob's Sircar , on which there were three ſeals, Rajah Gour- 


daſs's, Kiſhen Kunt's, and Santeram's. After they were ſealed, the two 
Dewans appointed Nyanſook and Bowanny Perſaud Metre, Aumins, the for- 


mer on the part of the Governor, and the latter on the part of Mr. 


Middleton, 


« Both of them eſtabliſh Cutcherryst: of their own in the Bhelah Ouicherry, 


and the ſervants diſcharges, agreeably to the Governor's orders, were pre- 


pared. Rajah Gourdaſs (directed by the Governor) obtained the Nabob's 


ſignature to them, and not one of the old ſervants were retained, the date of 


their diſmiſſions was the end of Jumaduluvul, and 14th year of this reign. 


On the third day, both the Aumins and Subinſe Roy preſented the liſt of 
the diſmiſſed, and opened the accounts, which were ſealed up. The Aumins 
demanded the accounts of every Sheriſtadar ſtrictly- and peremptorily, and 


the abſtract account was laid before the Governor for the balance due for ar- 


rears, amounting to Sicca rape 20,25, 52 6 95 and taken from the De- 


wannee Sheriſtadar s. 


«+ From the firſt of Jumaduflani, in the Fore year of this reign, to the cad | 


of Rajeb, in the 16th year of this reign, which is 2 Na and one month, 
the Aumins were employed in this buſineſs,” 


Queſtions to Mr. Grant. 
40 Queſtion. W hy were theſe accounts ſent to Akbar Ally Khän ? 
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« Anſfwcr. I only ſent three leaves of the Goſhwarra, to know whether the 


accounts which were given to me were Fallacious © or not. 
Queſtion. What anſwer did you get? 
« Anſwer. This anſwer is recorded. 


Queſtion. Can you recollect the ſubſtance of the accounts, what is the 


object, or what is to prove? 


% 41ſwer. Here is another Muchulca from Nuned Roy, which will anſwer 
this queſtion,” 


Noned Roy, 


Nuned Roy, a ſervant of Mr. James Grant, do declare, and write with 5 


my. hand to the following purpoſe : 


« That on the 1ſt of Rajib, in the 15th year of the reign of Shah Allum, 
Mahanund Roy, ſon of Roy Jugget Chund, was exalted to the ſtation of 


Darogah of the diſburſements of the Nabob's creaſury, and I was appointed 


his deputy, and attended night and _ to the buſineſs of the wy office. 


* "Another name of Canton Baboo. 


The werd Sircer is uſed in various ſenſes. It means any Office under the Germany al ſo 
the State or Government itſelf; alſo a Province or any number of D'ſt:its united; alſo the 
Under-Banyan of au European Gentleman. | | Offices, 
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On the iſt of Shabaun, in the 16th year of his Majeſty's reign, Akbar Ally 


hän, for no crime or fault, diſmiſſed me from my Naibſtiip and employ; 


then remained a month with Roy Jugget Chund at Sydabund, and five 
months in my own houſe without buſineſs or occupation, when being re- 
duced to the utmoſt diftrefs, on the 29th Foujun 118, J obtained an intro- 
duction to Mr. James Grant, made known my deſire of employment, and was- 


received into his ſervice; I therefore regarded him as my maſter, and under- 


ſtanding he was the Company's Accomptant, I ſhewed him ſome papers which: 
] was poſſeſſed of. Mr. Grant defired an explanation of them, after which he 
took them into his own poſſeſſion, and obferved, that the Company appeared to 


be great loſers thereby, and that he would never return them, but carry: 


them himſelf to Calcutta, and preſent them to the Governor General and 


Council, who would not confirm the Company's loſs. Moreover, when 


Akbar Ally Khan heard that J was a fervant of Mr. James Grant's, he 
made a prodigious diſturbance and tumult, and complained to Mr. Martin, 
repreſenting that Nuned Roy was a Mohurabudar of the Nabob's houſe, and 
was now become a feryant of Mr. James Grant's, therefore would not be re- 
ſ] Ponſible as ſuch to che Nabob. Mr. Martin, agreeably to the Begum and 


to his own enquiry, whether the Naib by any means could be made reſpon- 


fible. However, Mr. Grant ordered me to attend as ſuch, anſwer for my- 


ſelf, and return again. I therefore agreeably to his directions attended; 


Bancheram and Bawunghuring were preſent; I was called to him, when he 


ſpoke in my ear, ſaying, That I was Naib Darogah of the treaſury, and 


deſired that I would give him an account of ſums Rajah Gourdaſs had re- 
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ceived from the Sepoy officers, and that I would procure the papers I had 


given Mr. Grant, and give them to him, for which he would give me 


x 5,000 rupees, an eſtabliſhment of 200 rupees per month, and alfo give 
me an important employment, and for which I was to quit Mr. Grant's ſervice 


and not to go to Mootegill. 


« Apreeably to Akbar Ally Khin's deſire, an abſtract of the accounts was 
copied, and ſent to him, to know if they were true or falſe; and he was 


informed of Mr. Grant's intention to go to Calcutta in a few days; when he 
. ſhortly waited on Mr. Grant, and endeavoured by repreſentations of the 


Begum's friendſhip, and many profeſſions, to detain him; but on being aſd 


if the accounts were right, and replying in the affirmative, Mr, Grant de- 


clared his determined reſolution, and diſmiſſed him.” 

Mr. Grant, H theſe circumſtances are all true, which the Governor 
General has admitted to be generally ſo, except the diſmiſſion of the 
whole of the ſervants, and ſome other immaterial circumftances, I ven- 
ture to ſay, that from the accounts in my poſſeſſion, and other corrobo- 
rating circumſtances, the ſum of 9 lacks 67,000 rupees and odd, could 

| | Revenue Officers \ © 
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Akbar Ally Khan's repreſentations, wrote à clit to Mr. Grant, Who (ac- 
cording to the ſpirit thereof) taxed me with being a Mobarabudar * of the 
Nabob's ſircar. I replied, that it was never known in Bengal or Indoſtan, 
eyen as a cuſtom, that the Darogah himſelf was Mahafadadar *, and referred: 
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be proved to be due from the houſehold, on account of the advance, 
20,25,052 rupees paid for arrears, if authority is granted to demand the 
barrauts or vouchers of the payments ſigned by the Dewan officers and 
Aumins, to ſummon the Aumins and receive their accounts, to receive the 
accounts tranſlated by Mr. Anderſon, and obtain the accounts from the 
different ſheriſtadars or officers of the houſehold, and likewiſe to have the 
ſaid Nuned Roy authoriſed to aſſiſt in bringing theſe matters to light, which 
are all explained in the accounts received and acknowledged to be indiſ- 
putable by Akbar Ally Khan. 


Mr, Grant-is deſired to ſend a tranſlation of the abſtract or golhwarra, as Folio 2705, 


ſoon as poſſible. 
Mr. Grant withdraws. 


Extract of the Proceedings 0 the Si 8 and 


Council i in Bengal, in their Secret Department, 
tbe gib May 1775. | 


Read the fling: letters and incloſures from Mr. CEE 
To Mr. eats Sumner, Secretary to the Governor general and Ceuncil, in their 
ERevenue Department. 8 8 | 
« Sm. 
e am to requeſt you will lay before the Board the accompanying ac- 
counts, which are tranſlations of the Goſhwarra of the Perſian accounts tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. R. Johnſon and myſelf, with the Board's directions, which we 


have minutely attended to. 
„] am farther to requeſt you will be pleaſed. to repreſent the neceſſity for 


my receiving orders to return to my ſtation, as the buſineſs of * office, ; 


where I have no aſſiſtance, is fallen much behind-hand. 

Calcutta, qth May 3 am, &c. 
185775. : (Signed) _ Js. Grant.” 
Ordered, That Meſſrs. Grant and Johnſon be deſired to attend the Board 

immediately, and that the accounts ſent in with the. above letter be entered 
after the Conſultation. 

The Governor- general. As the object of theſe informations does not 
clearly appear, and as I was doubtful myſelf, hen they were firſt delivered 
to the Board, whether it was a charge againſt the late adminiſtration, for hav- 
ing paid more to the Begum, on account of arrears due to the Nabob, than 
was due, by the difference of nine lacks of - rupees, or whether the charge re- 
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ſpected the adjuſtment of the accounts between the Begum and the ſervants 


of the Nabob's houſehold; I deſire the Accountant-general of the Khalſa“ 
may be ordered to lay before the Board an abſtract- account of the ſums due 


= Treaſury. 
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to the Nabob, and of the payments made by him to the 16th Avguſt 1772 
and allo a continuation of the ſame account brought on to this time. 

Mr. Francis. © |} do not underſtand that theſe papers lead to prove that 
there has been any over-payment on account of the Nabob's ſtipend from this 


government. The queſtion, as I underſtand it, is, whether the Begum, hav- 


ing received the whole balance due to the ſervants, at her appointment to her 


preſent office, has or has not wich-held the ſum of nine Jacks and odd rupees 
for her own uſe, or, whether that ſum is fairly accounted for in the accounts 
of the Nizamut. From the evidence laid before the Board, by Mr. Grant and 


Nuned Roy, it appears to me to be aſcertained, that the accounts now before us 
are authentic, at leaſt there is ground for thinking them ſo, ſufficient to 


authoriſe this Board to make a ſtrict inquiry into the ſtate of the Begum's 


accounts with the young Nabob, in order that, if it ſhall appear that the 
above ſum, ſuppoſed to be with held by her, has been really ſo, ſhe may be 


obliged to refund or account for it. I make no objection to the motion made 
by the Governor-general, except that I conceive that the accounts to o be called 


for can only prove what is not in diſpute.” | 
General Clavering. I agree with the RR nd motion, without 


having the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion that any ſums have been over-paid by this go- 
vernment to the Nabob ; but as I think they may tend to elucidate the account 
between the Begum and the Nabob, in which account, as delivered in by 


Mr. Grant, there appears to be due a balance of nine lack by the Begum. 


Whether it be to the Nabob or to his ſervants I do not yet know; but I think 


it is proper that this Government ſhould interpoſe to have the account exa- 
mined.“ 
Ordered, I hae the account, as Ane by the Governor-general, be pre- 


pared. 


Mr. Grant and Mr. . being arrived and 1 3 in, Mr. Grant is de- 
fired by Mr. Francis to ſtate to the Board the obſervation which he has ver- 
bally made, relative to the authenticity of the accounts. 

« Ayſwer. The Mohrirs now employed in taking copies of them for 


Mr. Barwell have obſerved, that they are after a true form, and ſeem in- 


diſputable.“ 

Queſtion by the Governor general to Mr. Grant. 

** By what criterion could Mr. BarwelFs Mobrirs know aluiber the ac- 
counts were juſt or not? 

« Anſwer. I ſhould preſume from having copied the accounts from which 
the abſtract laid before the Board has been drawn. | 

« Queſtion, By what criterion could they judge, whether theſe accounts 
were juſt ?. 

6 Anſwer. A 3 which can n be anſwered alone by the Mohrirs of che 
country. I have obſerved before, that a Mohrir at the Aer told me they 
were after a true Seriſhta, or form. | 

« Oveſtion. You were deſired to inform the Board what time it t will take to 
compleat the tranſlation of the account of particulars, and you promiſed to re- 

ly to it. | 
OF 6 ” « n 


— 


% Ayſwer. With proper aſſiſtance, and no intervening Buſineſs, in five and 
twenty or thirty days. 1 | | | 
Qusſtion. By General Clavering to Mr. Grant. 


« According to this account, how much do you conceive to be due from 


the Begum, either to the Nabob, or to the ſervants of the Nizamut? 
_ * Anſwer. If the account be a true one, and ſhe is intitled to no profits 


or perquiſites, but merely her ſtipend for making the diſburſements of the 


houſehold, it would appear from the abſtract account, that 9, 67, 693 15 64* 
rupees are due from her, and 2, 69, 563 18. Þ belides, dubious.“ 
Meſſrs. Grant and Johnſon are now deſired to withdraw. 5 
General Clavering. I move, that a gentleman of a proper rank in the 


ſervice be appointed to go to the city, to acquaint the Nabob and the Be- 


gum with this information that has been given to the Board; and to demand 


of her an order to the proper officers to deliver over to him the Nizamut, the 


Bhela, and the Conſumanee accounts, from the middle of April, in the year 
1764, to the middle of Auguſt 1772; and that the intentions of Govern- 
ment of inveſtigating theſe accounts may be effectually carried into execu- 


tion, that the Begum be diveſted of the office of Guardian to the Nabob, 
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that her influence over the officers of the houſehold, may not prevent them 


from giving true evidence, when called upon for any explanation of the above 
accounts; and that he do alſo demand of her the accounts from that time, to 


the laſt day of the year 1181, or the lateſt period to which they can be cloſed.” 


Mr. Francis. The charge againſt the Begum, in my opinion, comes before 


this Board with a degree of authenticity ſufficient to warrant my agreeing 
to the motion; the ſuppoſed embezzlement is for a very conſiderable. ſum 


and with reſpect to the diſpoſſeſſing her of her employment, I apprehend that 
it would be difficult, if not impoſſible, to obtain the neceſſary lights from the 
Nabob's officers, to verify this or any other charge againſt the Begum, 
while ſhe herſelf continued in full power and authority over the houſehold.” 


Colonel Monſon. © The account now before the Board bears thoſe marks 


of authent;city, which, I think, juſtify me in requiring an inveſtigation to be 


made into them. The ſuppoſed embezzlement is for a conſiderable ſum, and 
I think thtere is a poſſibility, by a minute inſpeCtion into theſe accounts, to 


ſhew that he late adminiſtration may have been impoſed upon in the balances 


claimed by the Begum, at ſettling the account in Auguſt 1772. I think it 
neceſſarythat the Begum ſhould be diſplaced from her preſent ſtation, as the 


influence ſhe would have, by continuing in it, might prevent the gentleman 


employed upon this ſervice, from obtaining that information which is neceſ- 


ſary to aſcertain the account.“ 


The Gvernor General. © I ſee no cauſe to enter into an examination of 
the Begum's accounts, and mult diſagree with the gentlemen of the majo- 


rity, in their opinion of the authenticity of the accounts, produced by Mr. 


Grant and Nuned Roy. I fee not the leaſt marks of any authenticity in 


them, but regard them as ſimple unſupported aſſertions; and even granting 


About 120, coc l. fie:ling, + Abcut zo, ooo 1, fievling, 
that 
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that the accounts were true, I do not ſee that they can prbve any miſma- 
nagement in the Begum, unleſs further proofs could alſo be obtained, that 


the ſavings made in the payments in the houſehold, were ſecreted for her own 


ſeparate uſe, and not for that of the Nabob, her ward. I am well informed, 
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that, in all payments made to the ſervants and dependants, not only of the 


Nabob, but of an other perſons of his rank and ſtation, conſiderable deduc- 


tions are always made from the ſums nominally due, It does not appear of 
what nature the arrears are, with which the Begum is charged, nor whether 


they ariſe from the cuſtomary deduCtions to which I have alluded, nor can 


I conceive the Begum, who has neither children nor connections without the 


walls of the Nabob's palace, ſhould ſecrete and embezzle ſo great a propor- 


tion of the money intruſted to her charge, for the benefit of the Nabob; 
nevertheleſs, I ſhould not object to the requiſition of her accounts, if it went 


no farther, believing that the iſſue of an inveſtigation into them, if fairly 
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made, will do her credit; but I object, and ſolemnly proteſt againſt the re- 
moval of a perſon of her rank, character, and authority, from the office which 
ſhe now holds, and her appointment to which was confirmed by the moſt 


compleat approbation of the Court of Directors, without having committed 
any crime, or done any thing which could poſſibly be imputed to her as a 


diſqualification. N = 
General Clavering. If the accounts, which have been produced to this 


Board, are authentic, of which there can be but very little doubt, ſeeing the 


acknowledgment that was made of them by Akbar Aly Khan, the Eunuch of 
the houſehold, who has, I underſtand, the chief management of her affairs, 
and the ſolicitude that both he and the Begum ſhewed to get the accounts into 


her hands, I think it a ſufficient ground for this Board to proceed on, for every 
ſtep that is propoſed to be taken, either for the diſcovery of the fraudulent 


ſtatement that muſt have been made of the Nabob's debts, when his accounts 
were ſettled, or of the uſe which ſhe has ſince made of the balances which ſhe 
muſt have received. In either caſe it is neceſſary to diveſt her of her autho- 
rity; and if, upon examination of the account, it ſhall appear, as the Gover- 
nor General ſuppoſes, that ſhe adminiſtered the Nabob's affairs with integrity, 
1 ſhall be as ready to reſtore her to her office again, provided it ſhall appear 
requiſite to do ſo hereafter, the age and circumſtances of the Nabob being 
conſidered,” Es, 1 3 

Mr. Francis, © TI beg leave to obſerve, that Mr. Grant was deſirous of 


confirming upon oath, the aſſertion he made to this Board, concerning the 


application made to him by the Begum's chief Eunuch, for the recovery of 
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the papers. After what I have heard and ſeen of theſe papers, I can form no 

ſuppoſition of a poſſibility of their being forged.“ Ss 
Reſolved, That the Board agree to the motion of General Clavering, for an 
examination of the accounts therein ſpecified, and for diveſting Munny 
Begum of the office of Guardian to the Nabob, that this examination may be 
made with the greater certainty, by the officers of the Nabob's houſehold, be- 
ing unbiaſſed from the influence ſhe mult otherwiſe have. | 
4 Ns | I move 
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« I move, that Mr. Goring be appointed to repair to the city, to ex- 
ecute the preceding reſolution. of the Board, and to deliver over the ac- 
counts to Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Anderſon, and Mr. Grant; that thefe gen- 
tlemen. be appointed. to examine them, and to report to the Board what 
balance appears, by thoſe accounts, to be due to the Nabob, or remains 
unaccounted for by the Begum, with ſuch other obſervations as they may 
think material for the information of the Board. 
* That they be allowed fuch a number of Mohrirs as they may deem neceſ- 
ſary to aſſiſt them in the examination of the accounts, and that Nuned Roy be 
appointed Chief of the Mohrirs.” 
Governor General. © ] object to the deputation of Mr. Goring, not under- | 
ſtanding what purpoſe | it can poſſibly anſwer,” | 
Ihe majority of the Board agree to the motion of Mr. Francis. | 
Colonel Monſon. © I move, that the Nabob's perſon and houſehold be de- ; 
livered to the care of the preſent Duan Rajah Gourdaſs, until further 
orders,” ; 
Mr. Francis. 41 agree.” 
General Clavering. I agree.” 
Governor General. I both object, and proteſt againſt i it,” 
Reſolved, That Rajah Gerda be accordingly appointed Guardian to the Folio 21746 
Nabob's perſon and houſehold,. until further orders. 
| Ordered, That Mr. Goring be directed to proceed immediately to Moor- 
ſhedabad, to execute the commiſſion above allotted to him; he is therefore 
inſtruRted as follows: 


To Mr. Charts Goring, 


© SIR, 
« [ am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Couneil, to 
acquaint you, that they have thought proper, to depute you to the city of 
Moorſhedabad, to inform the Nabob and the Begum, that it has been repre- 
fented to them, that the ſum of 9,67,693 15 64 rupees appears to be now, 
due from the Begum, either to the Nabob, or to > the ſervants of the Nizamut ; 
and that the Honourable Board have therefore directed you, to demand of 
her an order to the proper officers, to deliver over to you the accounts of the 
Nizamut, Bhela, and Conſumanee from the middle of April, in the year 1 764, 
to the middle of Auguſt 1772, as well as the accounts from that time to the 
laſt day of the year 1181, or to the lateſt period to which they can be cloſed, 
In order that the intentions of Government, of inveſtigating theſe ac- ratio: 0 8175. 
counts may be effectually carried into execution; the Board have been pleaſed 
to divelt the Begum of the office of guardian to the Nabob, that her influ- 
ence over the officers of the houſehold, may not prevent them from giving 
true evidence when called upon for any explanation of the above accounts. 
„Of this reſolution of the Honourable Board, you are to give informa - 
tion to 46a Nabob, as well as the Begum, and acquaint the former, that the 
care 
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care of his perſon and houſehold, is to be delivered to the prelent Pie 


Rajah Gourdaſs, until further orders, and you will accordingly ſee theſe di- 


rections of the Board put into execution. 
« The accounts you are to deliver over to Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and 
Grant, whom the Board have been pleaſed to appoint to inveſtigate them. 
L have further to enjoin you, to proceed to the execution of this duty | 
withall convenient Da N 


I am, &c.” | 


— 


Reſolved, That the following advice of, Mr. Goring's ne nent, be 


ſent to the Chief and Council at Moorſhedabad, and to the reſident at the 
Durbar. 


75 Mr. Edward Heber. Chief, Kc. auen! Council f 


On, at Meor ſhedabad. 


ce 1 „ 
“Having thought proper to depute Mr. Goring to Moorſhedabad, to 
require ſome accounts from the Begum, to diveſt her of the charge 
of the Nabob's affairs, and to put the Duan Goordaſs in poſſeſſion of 


the Nabob's perſon and houſehold, we direct you, to give him all the aſſiſt- 


ance in your power, in the execution of this truſt; and in caſe that gentle- 
man ſhould apply to you for any military aid or eſcorts, you muſt deſire the 


commanding officer to furniſh them, for which purpoſe we have requeſted 
the General to iſſue the neceſſary orders, 


We are, &c.” 
The ſame to Mt. W. B. Mario, Reſident at the Durbar. 


1 That the following instructions be given to Mefirs. Maxwell, 
Anderſon, and Grant. 


t Meſſe. Maxwell, 2 and Grant. 


58 8 


Having received information, that the ſum of 9,67, 693 15 62 rupees, 
is now due from the Begum, either to the Nabob, or to the ſervants of the 
Nizamut, and that there is a further ſum of 2 „69,563 15 rupees, of which 


| the has not yet rendered a ſatisfactory account we have thought proper | 


to depute Mr, Goring, to receive the accounts of the Nizamut, Bhela, and 
Conſumanee, from the middle of April in the year 1764, to the middle of 


- Avg 
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Auguſt 1972, as well as the accounts from that time to the laſt day of the 
year 1181, or to the lateſt- period, to which they can be cloſed; and on his 
delivering them over to you, we direct, that you immediately inveſtigate 
them, and report to us, what balance appears by thoſe accounts to be due to 
the Nabob, or remains unaccounted for by the Begum, with ſuch other 
obſervations as you may think material for our information. 

We authoriſe you, to employ ſuch a number of Mohrirs as you may 
deem neceſſary, to aſſiſt you in the examination of the accounts, and direct, 
that Nuned Roy be appointed Chief of the Mohrirs. 
| Me are, &c.“ 


Fort William, 
the oth May 775. - 


8 Ordered, That proper letters be prepared from the above Minutes to the 
Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, Munny Begum, and Rajah Goordals, to be 
laid before the Board to-morrow morning. 5 | 


Fert William, the oth May, 17756 gu pn, 


At a COU N C IL, 
P R E S KR N 


The Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Governor General, — 
Lieutenant General JOHN CLAVERING, 
40] Honourable GEORGE MONSON, 

PHILIP FRANCIS, Eſquire, 


Mr. BARWELL, indiſpoſed. 


Reall and approved the Conſultation of yeſterday, _ 

The Secretary having this day received ſundry letters from Mr. Goring; 
in conſequence of his appointment of yeſterday, he circulated them imme- 
diately for- the Orders of the Board, and received them back with the 


opinions of the Members upon them, as followeth ; 


M From 


pour 
- 


. 24 oo get HENS PA op oe A 
Lc IIS * EE. 4 


In circulation, 


32 


From Mr. Goring to the Secretary. 
| | 
ce Six, 
« I requeſt you will pleaſe to order me two Budgerows ., a ſmall and a 
large one, and eight Willocks, the Willocks will Proceed t to Muxadabad, 
the Budgerows I ſhall return from Nuddea. 


7 I am, Kc. | 
roth May. | | "ARON Gs GORIN G.“ 


«© SIR, 
“In conſequence of the Governor General and Council's Order, I ſhall 


proceed this evening to Muxadabad. 


<< I beg that you will, in my name, requeſt they, will be pleaſed to 
indulge me with Mr. James Grant as my aſſiſtant, whilft-I remain there, as. 
I apprehend he may be of ſervice to me. 
Il am, &c. 


joth May, 773. (Signed) c. GORING.” 


Two letters from Mr. Goring, on which 1 requeſt the Board's orders 


the one applying for boats, L have taken upon me to comply with, to prevent 


From Mr, Cor- 
ing to the Secre- 
ty. i 


elay. 


(Signed) J. S. Secretary.“ 


Governor General. « ] do not underſtand that the buſineſs of Mr. 


Goring's commiſſion requires an aſſiſtant, I therefore ſee no cauſe to comply 


with his petition for one. W. H.“ 


General Clavering. lt appears to me indiſpenſably ein that Mr. 
Goring ſhould have an aſſiſtant. He is ordered to receive a great variety of 
accounts, which it will be impoſſible to arrange without an aſſiſtant; and 
I think he could not have a more proper e one than Mr. 5 Grant. J. C.“ 


Colonel Monſon. « From the great number of accounts of conſequence 
which Mr. Goring is to receive, I think an aſſiſtant abſolutely neceſſary, 
and approve of Mr. James Grant for that office.“ 


Mr. Francis. * I agree with General Clavering and Colonel Monſon.” 


<« Sir, 
« As the Honourable Governor General and Supreme Council have been 
pleaſed to order me to diſmiſs the Begum from her employment, I beg 
you will ſubmit to their conſideration, whether it will not be neceſſary to 


Boats. 
remove 
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remove her from the Kellah * to Meer Jaffier's houſe, to prevent her influ- 
encing the officers of the houſehold, or intriguing with them to fruſtrate 
the intentions of Government, = 2 | 
1 would likewiſe, wiſh to know, if I am empowered to ſeparate from 
her Councils ſuch perſons as I ſhall find endeavouring to throw obſtacles 
in the way of my inquiries, and either ſend them to Calcutta or keep them 


in confinement, *till my reſearches are completed. 


hold where ſhe is, as ſhe would in any other ſituation. 


16th May, 1775. 18 | 


Fol. 2187. 


| (Signed) C. GORING- 


A letter from Mr. Goring, on which I requeſt orders. J. S. Secretary. 1, circulaties. 


Governor General. I totally diſapprove of Mr. Goring's propoſal of re- 
moving the Begum from the Kellah to any other place. I apprehend that this 
could not be effected without diſgrace both to her ſtation and perſon; and 
as her apartments are totally divided from the Nabob's, although within 
the walls of the Kellah, I conceive ſhe may as eaſily be prevented from 
carrying on any 1mproper intercourſe with the officers of the Nabob's houſe- 


o 
* 


„The latter part of Mr. Goring's letter alludes to a part of his Com- 


miſſion, which I do not recollect to have been given him. I do not re- 
member that he was directed to make any inquiries, but at all events a 


houſe neceſſary, he ought to do it, and 


propoſal of ſuch importance ought, rather to come from a Member of the 


Board than from Mr. Goring. The Board will meet to-morrow and may 
then conſider this ſubject, if ſhall be brought regularly before them. 


8 


General Clavering. © I am of opinion that the declared intention of the 
Board being to deſtroy the influence of the Begum, whilſt the inquiry we 
have ordered to be inſtituted is depending, Mr, Goring ſhould have full 


power to carry thoſe intentions into execution according to the beſt of his 


judgment and diſcretion. At all events the orders muſt be obeyed, and he 


ought to remove every obſtacle that may any way defeat the purpoſe of his 


appointment, together with that of the Gentlemen who are directed to ex- 
amine the accounts. Should Mr. Goring find her removal to Meer Jaffier's 

even take further meaſures for ſe- 
curing her perſon, or that of any of her officers, ſhould ſhe or they refuſe 
to deliver up the accounts, or any ways impede the effect of the inquiry. 
The commiſſion given to him is moſt confidential and important, and he muſt 
be guided by circumſtances in the execution of it. I would, at the ſame 
time, recommend, that all due obſervances and reſpect be ſhewn to the Begum, 
and that the intentions of Government be explained to her. (Signed) 1 


* The Palace. 


M 2 n Colone 


(Signed) W. H. 


Fol. 2188, 


. 
, s 


| Fol. 2129. 


Fol. | 2190. 


5 . 
Colonel Monſon. I think Mr. Goring ſhould have all powers neceſſary 


to carry his commiſſion into execution, or his being ſent is nugatory. 
| (Signed) G. M.“ 


Mr. Francis. T am of opinion with General Clavering and Colonel 
Monſon, that Mr. Goring ſhould be intruſted with all the powers neceſſary to 
execute his commiſſion. The removal of the Begum from the Kellah, if it 
ſhould appear to him indiſpenſably neceſſary, may be conducted without any 
failure in the reſpect due to her rank and perſon. I would leave theſe points 
to Mr. Goring's diſcretion. The examination of the papers is not committed 
to him. If any of them ſhould appear to be ſecreted, he muſt take proper 
methods to recover them. This 1 ſuppoſe is what he means by reſearches. 


(Signed) © 


From Mr. Goring to the Secretary, 
CSIR 5 . 

&© Be pleaſed to iſſue orders to the ſeveral Dawke Chowkiesꝰ to ſtation 
bearers immediately for me, and two people that accompany me, from 
Nuddea to Muxadabad. Likewiſe, if the Board approve of Mr. Grant's 
appointment, you will be pleaſed to order a ſett for him. It will be neceſſary 
to give orders for a proportion of Coolies + to carry baggage. I give you this 
intimation, as I wiſh to loſe no time in carrying into execution the important 

commiſſion the Board have been pleaſed to intruſt me with. 
. | I am, &c. 
roth May. ä 
(Signed) C. GO RING 


From Mr. Goring to the Secretary. 
„ 5 8 8 5 Y 
« To carry into execution (with propriety) the orders of the Governor 
General, and Supreme Council, I beg you will be pleaſed to ſubmit to them, 


whether it will not be neceſſary for me to have letters to the Nabob, the 
Begum,, and Raja Goordaſs, to inform them of the nature of the commiſſion 


I am veſted with, to diſpoſe them to afford me ſuch aſſiſtance as the nature of 


the ſervice may require, I beg leave, likewiſe, to ſubmit to them, if it will 
not be proper for me to have letters to the Chief of Muxadabad, and the: 
Reſident of the Durbar, to. inform them with the intentions of Government. 
EY T1 ] am, &c.. | 
10th May. _ 3 
(Signed), C. GO RING.“ 
- ® Poeſt- men. +. Porters. | 
Two. 
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Two letters from Mr. Goring, on which I requeſt to be favoured with ia circulation, 


the Board's order. 
. e 
10th May, 1775+ 5 


Governor General, If it be judged neceſſary that lad! be written by 
the Board, I will write them; but ſhall be glad that the Secretary Prepare 
drafts from the Minutes, for approval. 

« Mr. Goring is irregular and unreaſonable, in requiring the Board to pro- 
vide the detail of his requiſites for travelling. He muſt ſtation his own 
bearers, and hire Coolies for his * 

W. H.“ 


Gateral Clavering. * 3 underſtand that all the gentlemen who went on the 
Committee of Circuit had every conveniency furniſhed to them. 1 therefore 
approve of Mr. Goring's application for Coolies, &c. 

« The drafts of the letters to the Nabob and Begum ſhould be furniſhed 
from the Minutes, and ſent to the Perſian tranſlator; and the Secretary 
ſhould write drafts to the Council of Muxadabad, and to-the Reſident at 


Durbar. | 
2 oh | 


| The Governor General adds, © I do not mean to object to Mr. Goring⸗ 8 
application for an allowance of Bearers and Coolies, deeming it neceſſary and 


regular. My objection 1s is to his requiring the Board to furniſh them. 
W. H.“. 


Colonel Monſon, © As Mr. Goring goes on ; public FEES he ſhould have 
every aſſiſtance Government can give _ He ſhould be provided with 
Coolies. 

The letters he requires, I think very proper; and my be prepared by 
the Secretary, from the Minutes, 
G. M. 99 


0 Agreed. | PF: B. 


Mr. N * The letters to the Nabob, Na and Raja Goordaſs, 


ſeem to me e r. 1 
”"P. 99 


From Mr . Gering zo the Seerwary, E 
«SIR, i 1 
1 circumſtance has bectiried to me this inſtant; which, though apparently 


immaterial, is s ſtill of ſuch! a nature, that 1 mal be embarraſſed how to act, 
| without 
8 


Fol. 219tw 


{ 8 3 


without being previouſly informed of the intentions of the Governor General 
and Council. 
Fol. 2192. I underſtand the Beoum gives the. parole every day to the officer of the 
guard; It is neceſſary for me to know, when ſhe is diſpoſſeſſed of her autho- 
rity, who ſhould give it. 33 
„„ L am, &c. 
Ys 775 © (Signed) ©: Ne 0 R I N 6. . 


In circulation, ce A letter from Mr. Goring, on which I requeſt orders, 
OW "$7 Secretary.” 
Governor General, beg leave to refer the queſtion to the other gentle. 
men of the Board. 
W. H.“ 


General Clavering. I think the Governot General's opinion would be 
of great uſe to us; and could with to ſubmit to him what would be 


roPpcre 
p P J. C. 


Colonel Monſon. © If the Hagan, as guardian to the Nabob, gives the 
prot which I ſuppole is the e his an; Guardian Rajah Goofdaſs 
ould give it. „ 


Mr. Francis, * If giving the parole be incident to the office of guar- 
dian, I muſt agree with Colonel Monſon. If not, I ſee no reaſon why the 
Nabob himſelf may not give it. This may be determined to- 
morrowe... 2 1 2 F. 


Fol. 2193 The Governon General, * My opinion on this 38 being required, give 
it without the ſmalleſt doubt, that no one but the Nabob can give the parole 
without a, derogation from his dignity. The Begum, in virtue of her relation 

to the Nabob, might have exerciſed ſuch a privilege. I do not Know whe- 

ther ſhe did. But I apprehend it will be confidered as a circumſtance of diſ- 

grace to the Nabob, if the intended guardian be allowed it. 


W. H.“ 


General Clavering. « As J 8 my opinion in this inſtance to bs ; 
guided by, what: the Governor General thought would be moſt proper, I will 

3 to it, though it appears he has determined the point contrary. to his 

idea of; right, ſince if it be a fact, that the Begum gave the parole by — 
5 | 0 


on hh 
of the relation to the Nabob, it would follow, that the right of giving it now 
ſhould devolve to the younger Begum, the Nabob's mother, 27 0110 
| | 2 : : e 
7 | 4 N Ned "FN | | 
The Governor General begs leave to explain his opinion. Fol, 2193, 


&© do not mean by the words uſed in my Minute, viz. < The Begum in 
virtue of her relation to.the Nabob, might have exerciſed ſuch a privilege,” 
to affirm, that ſuch a relation gave her an abſolute and independent right ; 
neither did I allude to the matter of right, but of propriety. The mother 
of the Nabob (tor. ſuch, I believe, Munny Begum is eſteemed by the Ma- 
hometan law,) may exerciſe an authority over the Nabob her ſon; but to 
iſſue the parole to the troops of his houſehold, another k ind of authority is 
neceſſary ; namely, that the perſon exerciſing this power ſhould” have the pol. 2194. 
command of thoſe troops, which Baboo Begum has not; the Nabob has; : 
as I ſuppoſe it to be the intention of the Board, that whatever power be 1 
given to the Guardian, he ſhall be conſidered as the Nabob's Repreſentative, 
and all his acts to be in the name, and oſtenſibly under the authority, of the 
Naber 1 (Signed) W. H.“ 
The Secretary having collected the ſenſe of the Board from the opinion 
above recorded, the following inſtructions were accordingly diſpatched to 
Mr. Goring : 8 1 


. To Mr, Charles Goring, © 

«.T have laid your letter before the gentlemen of the Board, and am di- 
rected to acquaint you, that if the removal of the Begum to Meer Jaffier's- 
houſe appears to you, necefary they empower you to effect it; at the ſame 
time they recommend to you all due obſervances and reſpect towards her: — 
and to prevent the exerciſe of undue influence by any of her officers, you are 


to take ſuch further ſteps to effect the recovery of ſuch papers as you may "_ = 
have reaſon to ſuppole are ſecreted, by ſecuring the perſon of any of her 
officers. RE | | 


« Theſe, or any other points, the honourable Board are pleaſed to leave 
to your diſcretion, for the performance of your commiſſion, deeming it your 
duty to remove every obſtacle that may any way defeat the purpoſe of your 
appointment, after having fully explained the intention of Government to 
the Begum and the Nabob. _ _ W A | 

| . | I am, &c.“ 


Fol. 2195. 


Fort William, oth May, 1775. 


The Secretary having prepared drafts of letters to the Nabob, Munny 
Begum and Raja Goordaſs, from the reſolutions of the Board, roy to 
; 3 their 


Fo:!, 2195. 


Fol. 2196. 


great regard I entertain for your perſon.“ 


f 


their orders, now lays them before the Council; and they are approved as 


follows: | 
To the Wabob Mobarel-ul-Dowlab, 


- 
* 


Alfter the uſual compliments- ITS. UL IS 
« The honourable; Board having judged it adviſable, for the intereſt 
and credit of your houſe, to remove the Begum from the charge of your 
affairs, during the inquiry which they have directed to be made into 
the accounts of your houſehold, from an opinion which they have con- 


ceived, that ſome irregularities have been, committed in making up thoſe 


accounts, and in the management of your affairs, they have thought proper 


to depute Mr. Goring, a gentleman of high rank and character in the ſer- 


vice, to carry their intentions into execution; and placing an entire confi- 


dence in the fidelity and attachment of your Dewan Raja Goordaſs, they 


have repoſed the truſt and care of your perſon and houſehold to him during 
this inquiry: I deſire therefore, and adviſe you, to pay attention to his 
counſel; and I flatter myſelf, he will conduct himſelf in a manner which will 
be very agreeable to you, as it is my wiſh to ſhew you, at all times, the 


To the Begum. 


« The honourable Board having thought proper to depute Mr. Goring to | 


receive from you the accounts of the Nizamut Bhela and Conſumanee, from 


the middle of April 1764 to the middle of Auguſt 1772 ; I deſire you will, 
without heſitation, deliver them to him, together with the accounts of the 
Nabob's houſehold, from that time to the lateſt period to which they can be 
cloſed. | 1 . l | | 

ce You will ſee the propriety that, during the inveſtigation of your ac- 
counts, you ſhould not retain the guardianſhip of the Nabob, or the charge of 


the houſehold ; you will be pleaſed therefore to ſurrender both one and the 


other to the Duan Raja Goordaſs without delay, on the arrival of this gentle- 
man ; and if he thipks it adviſable, that you ſhould remove to Meer Jaffier's 


| houſe, you are not to heſitate complying with his advice, nor to prevent his 
removing ſuch officers of the houſehold as he may think would interrupt the 


effect propoſed by this inquiry. | 

&« I have directed him to ſhow every ſort of attention and reſpect for your 
perſon, no other end being propoſed in making the inquiry into the accounts 
of the houſehold, than to diſcover whether the information given to the 
Council, of the irregularity in theſe accounts, be true or falſe, having no doubt 


but the inquiry will do you honour.” 


T8 


89 ] 
To Raja Goordafs. 


| After the yſual compliments 
« Tt appearing from the accounts which have been produced to the Coun- 

cil of th ob's houſehold for ſome years paſt, that ſome irregularities have 
been committed, and it appearing to them to be equally the intereſt of the 
Nabob and Begum, that theſe accounts ſhould be adjuſted to their mutual 
ſatisfaction ; Mr. Goring 1s directed to proceed to the city to execute the com- 
miſſion with which the Board have charged him. Orders have been given 
him, that during the examination of theſe accounts, the Begum be di- 


veſted of her entire authority over the Nabob's perſon and houſehold ; and if 
Mr. Goring ſhall think it expedient to remove the Begum to Meer Jaffier's 


houſe, and to diſpoſſeſs ſuch ſervants of the houſehold, who he ſhall think 


may impede his acceſs to the papers, or fruſtrate his wang $ he is veſted. 


with authority to take ſuch meaſures as he may think proper for that end. 
As the Council have the greateſt confidence in your fidelity and attach- 
ment t the Nabob's houſe, they have directed Mr, Goring to give the charge 


of both the Nabob's perſon and his houſehold to you. It is neceſſary, that 
you give all the aſſiſtance in your power to Mr. Goring, ſo as to enable him 


to execute effectually the commiſſion he is charged with, ” 


Ordered, That the above letters be tranſlated into e and delivered to 
Mr. Goring for the Nabob, the Begum, and Raja Goordaſs. 


The Governor General records, that he will affix his ſeal and ſignature to 
the letters propoſed to be written to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah, Munny 


Begum and Rajah Goordaſs, in conformity to the rule of the ſervice ; but 


thinks it incumbent upon him to enter his proteſt againſt them, and againſt 


the other acts of the Board, now paſſed in contradiction to his conſent and 


opinion: his reaſons he ſhall offer at another time. (Signed) 
WARREN HASTINGS, 
c \ J. CLAVERI N G, 


GEO. MON SON, 
„Rien BAR WELL, 
15 FRANCIS. 


N 3 Exiratt 


Fol. 2197. 


Fol. 2198. 
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„ 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor-General and 


Council, in their ſecret Department, of the 25th May 1775. 


Folio, 2276, Received and read the following letters from Mr. Goring and incloſures. 


Folio, 2277. 


at four o'clock very much fatigued. 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, hs 5 
„ addreſſed you a letter from Plaſſey, which I hope you have received, 
and have only further to add on the ſubject of it, that I met with no attend- 
ance whatever from thence to this place, where I arrived yeſterday morning 


« At twelve o'clock to-day I waited on the Nabob, and opened my com- 
miſſion to him and the Begum, and delivered your two letters to them, which 
were read in the Durbar, as well as that to the Raja Gourdaſs, who I inveſted 
with the authority the Begum had over the Nabob and his 1 after 
having diveſted her of it, and fully explained, both to her and the Nabob, 
the extent of the commiſſion you have honoured me with. The Nabob ex- 


preſſed himſelf highly delighted at being delivered out of her hands. He 
complained to me, that he had been treated with great ſeverity by her, was 
denied the moſt trifling requeſts, even to the neceſſary linen, &c. for the uſe off 


his Zenana *, and beetle for his own; which allowance, he ſays, has been ſhorts 
ened; and though the Begum allowed him openly 1000 rupees a month for 
his expences, yet he did not receive above four hundred of it, till the news 
of my coming, when it was increaſed to three thouſand rupees a month. - He 
complains too, that moſt of the ancient ſervants of his houſehold have been 
divelted of their employments, and that thoſe who remain, were about to 
undergo the ſame fate, to make room for a ſet of people that he knew nothing 
of, the creatures of the Begum's Eunuch, Akbar Ally Khan; and, in ſhort, 


that he is kept a ſtate priſoner, and is not ſuffered to go out to take any re- 


creation whatever. He ſays too, the Eunuch had inſtructed the ſervants not 
to ſuffer him to learn any thing, by which he might make himſelf acquainted : 
with buſineſs; and indeed I believe there is great truth in it, as his Excellency 
ſeems to be ignorant of almoſt every thing a man of his rank ought to know, 
not from a want of underſtanding, but of being properly educated. 

“ There is a Seriſtah + kept by one Cooſal Chund, on the part of Akbar 
Ally Khan, called Eik Jey, or an abſtra& account of all diſburſements and 
receipts of the ſeveral Dufters 4. Both the Nabob and Raja Gourdaſs, think it 
will be neceſſary to ſeize it; I have ſent for the Sheriſtadar, and if 1 can get it 
by fair means, it is well; if not, | muſt take ſuch as I find neceſſary, as it un- 


doubtedly belongs to the Nizamut. 


* Seraglio. I Office, | 1 Inferior Offices. 


5 «At 


\ 


1 


„ At the Nabob's deſire, I paid my reſpects to the Begum“ his mother; I 


could not help being a little ſurpriſed at the deſolate ſtate of her apartments 
and was informed by one of the Eunuch's in waiting, that though there were 


five to put them in repair. 


three hundred bricklayers belonging to the Kellah, the Begum could not get 


« Raja Gourdaſs has juſt informed me, that one Mool-Chund, a jeweller, has 


lodged a complaint of debt againſt the Nabob in the ſuperior court, and wants 
to take out a writ for the ſeizing his perſon; I heg you will be pleaſed to 
acquaint me, what is to be done in caſe it ſnould arrive here, as it will be a 
very extraordinary circumſtance, . if he ſhould be carried a priſoner to 
Calcutta, e | | e 

« On the Begum's hearing that part of the letter read, relating to her being 


removed to Meer Jaffier's houſe, ſhe exclaimed againſt it, and ſaid, that if ſhe 


was to quit the Reads ſhe would go to Calcutta; I told her this was a diſcre- 
tionary order, and left to me, if 1 thought it neceſſary, explaining to her that 
part of my inſtructions, and aſſuring her ſhe ſhould be uſed with the utmoſt 
reſpect, according to your orders. I beg to know, however, if you will 
admit of her going to Calcutta, ſhould I tind it neceſſary to remove her from 


the Kella, which 1 fear I ſhall, from the character of the people about her, 
particularly Akbar Ally Cawn, and Roy Anov Sing, the head of the Hircar- 
| rahs, who have been the chief managers ſince the Begum has had the charge 
of the Nabob, and who had accumulated great wealth, particularly the for- 
mer, by his Excellency's account, who was railed from a menial ſtation to the 


one he now holds. 


« As the Begum hinted that there were courts of Juſtice at Calcutta, and that 


the aggrieved could there get redreſs, if you think proper, all orders for con- 
fining the ſervants, who may be, or are faulty, ſhall be iſſued in the Nabob's 
name, who, I apprehend, has an undoubted right over them, 

The accounts of the Nizamut, Bhela, and Conſuma I ſealed up, under 
the Nabob's ſeal and my own, and have depoſited them in an apartment of 
the Kellah, till I can pitch on three Sheriſtadars, who I can confide in, to 


receive them from thoſe now in office, and explain to me whether they are true 


or falſe. I mean to be very particular in the receipt of them, to have an ex- 
act account taken of each book, and ſeal them in ſuch a manner, that no 
papers may be made away with; as they are got ready, I will deliver them 


tor inveſtigation, to the gentlemen you have appointed, 
] I have the honour, &c. 


-Moorſhedabad, 
17th May, 1775. 


« P, 8. Encloſed is a letter the Nabob has this inflant defied me to for- 
ward to you,” | 


* Baboo Begum. P 
N 2 From 
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(Signed, C. GORING-” 
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From the Mabob Mobarek- ul Dowlah, received 21/8 May. 


« Your Excellency's letter, informing me, that the gentlemen of the 
Council, having conceived an opinion that ſome irregularities have been com- 
mitted in the making up of the accounts of my houſehold, and in the man- 
agement of my affairs, and having judged it adviſeable, for the intereſt and 
credit of my houſe, to remove the Begum from the charge of affairs, during 


the inquiry into the ſaid accounts, they have thought proper to depute Mr. 


Goring, a gentleman of high rank and character 1n the ſervice, to carry their 
intentions into execution; and placing an entire confidence on the fidelity 
and attachment of my Dewan, Raja Goordaſs, they have repoſed the truſt 
and care of my perſon and houſehold to him, during this inquiry; that you 
therefore adviſe me to pay attention to his counſel, and that you doubt not 
but he will conduct himſelf in a manner which will be very agreeable to me, 
as it is your earneſt wiſh to ſhew me at all times the great regard you enter- 
rain for me; was delivered to me by Mr. Goring, on the 16th inſtant (17th 
May), and I received the greateſt pleaſure from the peruſal of it. 

The gentlemen of the Council have acted very properly in this affair, 
and I cannot expreſs the greatneſs of my obligations to them for their 
kindneſs to me. May the Almighty reward them for it, by long preſerving 
to them the bleflings of proſperity !—Mr. Goring's viſit to me, gave me the 


greateſt pleaſure. Immediately on his arrival, I aſſembled all the officers of 


the Conſumanee, Nizamut, and Bhela, in his preſence. All the papers and 
accounts are now under ſeal, and the greateſt care is taken to ſecure them. 
The Begum is removed from the management of affairs. God willing, 
this inquiry will be conducted in the beſt and moſt eligible manner, for the 
advantage and eſtabliſhment of the affairs of the Nizamut; and whatever is 
carried into execution by the advice of Rajah Goordaſs, will be for the beſt: 
As the ſaid Rajah is ever anxious, that the affairs of the Company and of 
my government, ſhould be conducted in the moſt advantageous manner, 
there is no doubt, but his advice will be perfectly agreeable to me.“ 


4 Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


« A complaint was this day preferred to the Nabob by Ewar Ally Khan 
nephew to his late Conſumah, Muſaroola Khan, who died ſome time ago. 
As it was a matter belonging to the Conſumah, I was preſent at it, and b 
the decree given, on the report of the Dewan, which I now incloſe, together 
with the coples of the ſeveral depoſitions of the party concerned, the Nabob 
thought proper to confine the defendant, Akbar Ally Khin, chief manager 
of the depoſed Begum, till orders arrive from you what was to be done with 


him; for the particulars, I beg leave to refer you to the incloſed papers, 
No. I. tO XI. = ; 7 : | 


«It 


53 1 3 
« Tt appears from the face of the complaint, that 1 5000 rupees have been 
legally“ taken from the above Ewar, and divided between Akbar Ally, the 
Begum, &c. 
Akbar Ally Cawn, on being diſmiſſed from the Nabob's preſence,: made 


uſe of theſe remarkable words. 1 am the firſt perſon begun with, but 


« all the ſervants of the Nabob are concerned, and will be hereafter called 
<« to an account.” On going away, he requeſted, I would allow one of my 
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people to remain with him, which J have done with the Nabob's leave, and 


wait your further orders. 

„To- morrow, I ſhall begin to arrange the accounts for the inſpection of 

the gentlemen you appointed to receive them; there is a prodigious heap, 

and I fear, it will take up a conſiderable time before I ſhall be able to 

get through with them; the Begum defers giving an anſwer to the 

969,693 15 64, till they have been inſpected. 

I have the honour, c. 

5 (Signed) C. GORIN G. 

Moor ſhedabad, | SO 

21ſt May 1775» : 
Ne. . 


9 * has 
* * 4. 1 * x 


ce Index of teſtimonies, &c. relative to the money of Ewar Ally Khan, Se 


„The relation of Ewar Ally, nephew to Nuſſur Ulla Kawn, Conſumah 
to the Sircar, 
« The relation of Collicherew: recorder of the Bhela. 
The relation of Tillook Chund, recorder of the Toſh Khana. 
«© The relation of Ewar Ally Kawn. | | 
„ The relation of Mahomed Killah Tavildar, caſh keeper. 
The relation of Meer Jaun Ullah Meer Samaum, deputy. 
«© The relation of Meer Sohoy, Peeſchar of the Meer Sammannea. 
« The relation of Akbar Ally Kawn. 
The relation of Bangpaut, Gomaſta of Chiton TOs in the Bengal 
gung 
70 Particulars under the ſeal of Rija Goordaſs,” 


No. II. 


Under the ſeal of Ewar Ally Khin. Three days after Mahomed 
Nuſſur Ulla Cawn, my uncle, departed this life, Meer Jaun Ulla came to 


my houſe, to condole with me, and repeatedly told me, that, if I deſired to 


obtain the office of Meer Samanee +, and to preſerve the Havelee, the goods 
and furniture, I mult give 15000 rupees to Akbar Ally Khan, otherwiſe, 
I ſhould loſe them all. For the ſake of my character and reputation, and to 


reſerve the name of my family, I paid, at three ſtated payments, into the 


hands of Meer Jaun Ulla, the ſum of 15,000 rupees, which was the whole 


* Suppoſed to be an error in —— and that it ſnould be illegally, 
'+ A piincipal officer of the houſehold, 


* \ | amount. 
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amount of the money left v7 the ſaid Kawn, my uncle, 5000 rupees, at each 
payment, 

No. III. 


Folio 2284, © Under the ſeal of Ewar Ally Khin.—An account of the ſales, &c. 
belonging to Mahomed Nuzur Ally Khan, Meer Samaun, which, after his 
death, Ally Niwas Cawn, during the time of my affliction, took from me 
by the direction of Akbar Ally Khan.—An emerald ſeal ring, ſet in gold, 
two ſeals for letters, ſet in Aer and two large ſeals. “ 


No., IV. 
Relations under the ſeal of Meer Jaun Ulla, the Meerſamaun's 
deput y,. 
A promiſſary note for the ſum of 1 5,000 rupees, as bribes, for procur- 
ing the office of Meer Samanee, for Ewar Ally Khan, was through me 
procured, and received by Akbar Ally Khan, 
After the inveſtiture of Ewar Ally Khan, Akbar Ally Cawn took the 
ſaid ſum from the houſe of Ewar Ally Khan, agreeable to the annexed 


account, together with the ſeal of Nuzzur Alla Cawn, deceaſed, which he 
kept in his own hands. I am well acquainted with theſe circumſtances, 


Account of ths ſums taken by Akbar Ally Cawn. 


e In the Begum's name, {1:7 = p00! 

In Mr. Martin's name, | | 3,020 

ee In his own name, 5,000 

Dated 2oth May. Rupees 15,000 
No. V. 
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02285 « I, Akbar Ally Cawn, took from ow Ally Cawn, hs ſum of 


1 5,000 rupees, on account of the office of Meer Samanee, agreeable to the 
annexed account, and delivered it into the Bhela through Chiton Durr. 


In the Begum's name, qe; | 7,000 
„“ In Mr. Martin's name, | 7 . 3,000 
* In my own name, 1 134k 5: 1:15 200: 

1 5,000 


& Under the ſeal of Akbar Ally Cawn, dated gth Rubbee ul awul.” 


[91 
No. VI. J 
e Relation under the ſeal of Hur Sohoy, Peſhcar of the Meerſamannee. 


« A promiſſary note for the ſum of 15000 rupees, as bribes, for procur- 


ing the office of Meerſamannee, for Ewar Ally Khan, was through me pro- 
cured, and received by Akbar Ally Khan. After the inveſtiture of Ewar 


Ally Cawn, Akbar Ally Cawn took the ſaid ſum from the houſe of Ewar 


Ally Cawn, agreeable to the annexed account, together with the ſeal of 
Nuzur Ulla Cawn, deceaſed, which he kept in his own hands. I am well 
_ acquainted with theſe circumſtances, ons | | 


“Account of the ſums taken by Akbar Ally Cawn. 


In the Begum's name, | 7,000 
«© In Mr. Martin's name, FED | 3,000 
In his own name, 56,000 
I 5,000 
— IGR 
No. VII. 


« J, Tillook Chund, keeper of the records of the Sircar Toſh Khanna, give Folio 2216. 


this teſtimony, to be made uſe of if neceſſary, that the value of the ſhauls 
and ſhaul cloths for Jammas, depoſited in the Toſh Khanna of the Sircar, 


amounted to 24000 rupees and upwards, which were moſtly diſtributed for 


the cold ſeaſon; a ſmall part remained, The Jumma Khurch of the ſpecie 
is not under the Toſh Khanna, but belongs to the office of Meer Samanee. 
Dared the 19th of Rubbee ul awul.“ | en: 


No, VIII. 


, Roy Cullocheem, keeper of the records of the Bhelah of the Sircar, give 
teſtimony, to be made uſe of if neceſſary, that the ſum of 15000 rupees, as a 
gratuity for the poſt of Meer Samanee from Ewar Ally Cawn, the Meer 
Saman, is not entered on the records of the Bhelah, and that I know no- 
thing concerning this ſum. 

Signature of Collichurn, dated 19th of Rubbee ul Awul.” 


IX, / 


„On the 29th Mohurrum, of the 16th Sun, the ſum of 15000 rupees 
from Ewar Ally Cawn, was brought into the Conſummanee, and entered 
in the Jumma Curch, by the order of Akbar Ally Cawn. (Signed) Bany 
Putt, Gomaſta of Chiton Durr, the Bala Tavildar,? . | 


No. 
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| No. X. | 
Relation under the Seal of Hilla Tavildar. \ 


be. 1 Mahomed Hillal, Tavildar of the Government Bhela, give teſtimony, 


to be made uſe of if neceſſary ; that I formerly had the receipts and diſ- 


burſement of all ſums, received from whatever quarter. At preſent, and from 


the beginning of the 14th ſun, the ſums, received have not come into my 


charge, but have been otherwiſe diſpoſed of; 1 know nothing of them. 


- Dated 19th of Rubbee ul Awul. " 
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No. XI. 


If any one of the officers of government is appointed to an important 
charge, and confidence is placed in him, and he commits aſſault, as for 
example, the taking any thing from any place which has been exempted by 
the Government, and from which, he ought not take any thing; and upon an 
inquiry being made into the affair, if he repreſents things in a falſe light, 
and contrary to the cuſtoms of the Sircar, that perſon is puniſhable, accord- 


ing to his reſpective quality. It is at the option of his principal.” 


\ 4a” ; 


To the Honurable 2 arren Haſ ofing ings, Governor | Gateral, 
Sec. Council Se. 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, © | 

« Tncloſed I ſend you an account of ſeveral ſums given by the Begum it 

18 under her ſeal, and was delivered me by the Nabob in her apartments. | 
I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) C. GORING.” 


e P. S. The Begum has made herſelf anfoccable to the Nabob for any 
ſums that may be due to him by Akbar Ally Khan, and the Nabob has 
chought proper to releaſe him from confinement. 


(signed) C. GORING.” 


Memorandum of D ;ſburſements to Engliſh Gentlemen, from the Nabob's 
Sircar, in the Bengal Year, 1179. 


| | Seal of Munny Begum, mother of the 
| | the Nabob Nudjuf ul Dowla deceaſed. 


ce To 


As 


[$9] 


« To the unn Mr. Haſtings, for an entertainment, 1,50,000 
« To Mr. Middleton, on account of an agreement entered into 
by Baboo Begum. 1 1, 50, oo 


8 * 


rupees 3, oo, ooo 


i 


' Dated the 21ſt of Rubbee ul Awel, or 22d of May. 
% Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


cc am deſired by the Nabob and Raja Goordafs to acquaint you, that thete 


is not arupee in his treaſury, though he has demands on him to a very” con- 
ſiderable amount. 


22d May, (Signed) C. GORING.” 


Before the Board Yroceed to take the above letters into confideration; read 


the following letter from the Reſident at the Durbar: 


&« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
cc am favoured with your letter of the 27th ule. Your commands regard- 


ing the court of the Nabob ſhall be duly attended to, and I ſhall take care to 
give you the earlieſt information of all ſuch occurrences as are in any manner 


intereſting, and where your interpoſition and authority may be more im · 
mediately neceſſary. 


<« T have herewith the pleaſure of wranſmitting you an account of the beldncen 


due to the Nabob, the Begum, &c. from the time of my taking charge of 
the Durbar, up to the zth of this month. The ſeveral ſtipends and penſions 
have uſually been ſupplied by monthly payments, in proportion to their whole 
amount, whenever there was ſufficient caſh in the treaſury of Moorſhedabad' 
to admit of it; otherwiſe, by drafts from the Reſident on the Dinagepore 
Council; or the Nabob and his family were obliged to receive ſuch parts only 


of theſe monthly proportions as could then be paid to them, and wait for 


ſuch farther advances from the Treaſury, as could occaſionally be made from 


the amount of the collections. This will explain to you the nature of the 
balances, and account for their irregularity. 
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In future, the particular days on which any payment are made ſhalt be Secret Conſ. 
eee „together with the ſums to each perſon, in the e Durbar Trea- 25th May 177% 


ury accounts. 


«© His Excellency the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah, is not quite ſeventeen 
years of age. With reſpect to his character and diſpoſition, I have as yet had 
but few opportunities of making any remarks on his conduct, or of collecting 
ſufficiently, from my own obſervation, to form an adequate judgment of 
either; but if the general ſatisfaction expreſſed by his people, and the con- 

eurrent approbation of thoſe more immediately about his perſon, can be re- 
ceived as arguments in his favour, his character ſtands fair and unblemiſhed ; 
and the mildnets of his temper will always ſecure it from cenſure. Thoſe 
great eee however, which the Nabob my be ſuppoſed to have 


O : laboured 


Folio 2290. 


4 


laboured under, from the little attention that was given to his education be- 


fore his acceſſion to the Muſnud, are not entirely removed; nor can it be 


conceived that they ſhould in ſo ſhort a time, even by the moſt indefa- 
tigable pains and application to ſtudy. His underſtanding, though naturally 
good, requires yet much improvement, and to be more enlarged, I ſhould 
apprehend, before he can be thought capable of taking upon himſelf the 
management of his revenues, and the direction of his affairs. His ſtudies 


hitherto have been confined to the knowledge of the Perſian ay, 
iS 


Secret Cone, And ſuch accompliſhments as are uſually ſought after by perſons of 
5h May :775. rank; the firſt rudiments only, without ever extending them to matters 
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of greater moment. Having never been inſtructed in any of the duties 
peculiar to his ſtation in life, or ever expreſſed an inclination to be made 
acquainted with the direction of his own affairs, both his youth and inexpe- 
rience ſeem to urge the neceſſity of continuing them ſome time longer under 


the inſpection and management of ſome able and judicious perſon, The 


Begum, to whom this charge was originally given, has conducted herſelf 


with ſuch propriety, and ſo much to the ſatisfaction of the Nabob, that he 


has frequently expreſſed his approbation in terms of affection, and acknow- 


ledged the obligations he owes to her care and attention to his intereſt ; add- 
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ing, that it relieved him from a great deal of trouble and anxiety, and that he 


did not at preſent wiſh to remove the authority from her, and take it upon 
himſelf while he knew he was incapable of tranſacting the buſineſs ſo well, 
and had no intelligent perſon at his Court, on whoſe advice he could depend; 
much need of it. | | 

« Theſe ſentiments of the Nabob, delivered at a time when he might rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe it would ſoon be put in his power to ſhake off the yoke, if 
he found it diſagreeable, plead ſtrongly in favour of the Begum, and I have 
taken the liberty of mentioning them, as well to clear up any doubts that 
may have ariſen to her prejudice, reſpecting her behaviour towards the Na- 
bob, as to evince the rectitude of her conduct in general. I have no reaſon to 
believe her views are otherwiſe than honourable, or that ſhe is actuated by 
any other motives than ſuch as equally tend to the ſafety of his perſon and 
the advancement of his happineſs. | „ 

« As no complaints have ever been made to me againft any of the officers 


or who could afford him any aſſiſtance at a time when he ſhould ſtand in ſo 


or ſervants of the Nizamut, I cannot accuſe them of neglect of duty or im- 


propriety in their behaviour I ſhall pay a particular attention to your orders 
reſpecting their conduct, and give you the earlieſt information of every tran- 


ſaction that ſhall appear to be culpable. 


„From all the inquiries that I have been able to make, I cannot find out 


that any perſon has had acceſs to the Begum on any real buſineſs; and ſhe 


has herſelf afſured me, that no viſits have been lately paid to her, except thoſe 


of ceremony only, and which ſhe has been accuſtomed to receive from thoſe 


gentlemen who before had paid the ſame compliment to the Nabob. If it is 
your pleafure to have a liſt of theſe, I ſhall take care to tranſmit one regularly; 


at the ſame time, I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention to the inſtruttions contained 


"I in 
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in the latter paragraph of your letter, relative to any ſecret negociations which 
may be carrying on at the Nabob's Court, and ſhall uſe my endeavours to 
make myſelf acquainted with all matters of bulineſs tranſacted there, and 
acquaint you accordingly. 

] have communicated to the Nabob and the Begum your inſtructions 
regarding the mode of application to the preſent Government, and the 
manner of tranſmitting their addreſſes, which will be punctually complied 
wich. 

; Teenie &c. 

Moorthedabad, 0 May 1775. | | | 
5 (Signed) W. B. MARTIN.“ 

Ordered, That the abſtra® account incloſed 1n the letter be entered after 
the Conſultation. 


The en general. © As the commiſſion given to Mr. Goring was to 
receive from the Begum all the accounts of the Nizamut for eight years paſt, 
and to deliver them into the hands of gentlemen appointed to examine and 
report their contents to the Board, ] deſire that Mr. Goring may be aſked 


how he came by the account he has now ſent in his firſt letter of 22d inſtant, 


in which two ſums only are mentioned, and ſaid to be paid to myſelf and 
Mr. Middleton, and on what account this partial ſelection was made by him; 
and to deſire an explanation from the Begum of the ſum laid to my charge; 


and that he will aſk the Nabob or the Begum their reaſons for delivering this 


ſeparate account.?“ 

Mr. Francis. I think that Mr. Goring ſhould be directed to inform the 
Board, whether the delivery of this paper was accompanied by any explana- 
tion from the Nabob or the Begum, and if it was, that he would ſtate every 
circumſtance to us, 

« Mr. Barwell has no objection to the Governor's motion.” | 

Colonel Monſon.. I think Mr. Goring ſhould acquaint * Board, if the 

Begum gave any explanation of the account, and what paſſed between her and 
him when the Nabob gave it him :—as for the intention of the Nabob or 
Begum, in delivering the account, I think it impoſſible Mr. Goring can be 
acquainted with it, unleſs they have communicated their ſentiments to him 
on this ſubject; Mr. Goring has already acquainted the Board how he came by 
the paper: I therefore think it unneceſſary to apply to him further on that 
head. And it appears to me, that the account is already explained: but if 
the Governor General deſires i it, the Begum may be aſked for a more minute 
explanation.” _ 

General Clavering. © 1 think that Mr. Goring ſhould be applied to, to 
inform the Board whether the Nabob, or Munny Begum, accompanied the 
account delivered to him by any circumſtances. As the Perſian word, Ziafut, 
is ſaid to ſignify entertainment ; and as, from the declaration of Munny 

Begum, it appears, that this money was given to the Governor when he was 
at "the city ſettling the affairs of the Nizamut; I think it is moſt gs + 
O 2 that 
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that it muſt be the ſame ſum of One lack and a half, of which Maha Rajah 


Nundcomar ſpeaks in his letter to this Board, on the $th of March laſt, in 


the following words :—— © The Governor, Mr. Haftings, on the month of 


« Aﬀar 1179, went from Calcutta to Moorſhedabad. He remained about 
« three months at Coſſimbuzar, and ſometimes went into the Nabob's palace. 


After Mr. Haſtings returned from Moorſhedabad to Calcutta, Munny 


« Begum ſaid to Rajah Goordaſs, write word to Maha Rajah Nundcomar, 


that it is proper and requiſite to give one lack and fifty thouſand rupees to 


« the Governor, and beg of the Maha Rajah to aſk the Governor, whether it 
„ ſhall be ſent in ready money, or by a bill of exchange. I accordingly aſked 
« Mr. Haſtings, who anſwered, I have connections of trade in that part of 
« the country; let this money be paid to Nurr Sing, Cantoo's brother, who 
« 18 at Coſſimbuzar. In conſequence of which, I wrote to Rajah Goordaſs 
« and Munny Begum, that they ſhould deliver the money to Nurr Sing, 


* Cantoo's brother. Munny Begum, with Rajah Goordaſs's knowledge, in 
« the month of Aughan 1179, paid this money to the Governor, Mr, Haſt- 
* ings, by means of Nurr Sing aforeſaid, from under the care of Chyton, 
„ Dhur, Caſh Keeper to the Bhelah, Sonaut rupees, 1,50,000.” And therefore 
I am of opinion, that Mr. Goring's inſtructions on this ſubject ſhould be con- 
fined to every circumſtance that paſſed on that occaſion. 


Agreed, that Mr. Goring be directed to inform the Board of every circum - 
ſtance which attended the delivery of the paper; and, if any explanation was 


given by the Nabob, or the Begum, of theſe papers, to report the whole 


relation, and to require of the Begum, a particular explanation of the pay- 

ment ſaid to be made to the Governor General. EP 
The Governor General deſires, that Mr. Goring may be directed to re- 

queſt, that the Begum will deliver her explanation in writing. 

Agreed, to direct Mr. Goring to act accordingly. | | 
Reſolved, that in anſwer to the paragraph of the letter from Mr. Goring, 

dated 17th inſtant, wherein he mentions an application from Moolchund to 

the Supreme Court, for a writ for ſeizing the Nabob's perſon ; we can only fay 


that, as we do not think the Nabob in any ſhape amenable to the juriſdiction 
of that Court, we muſt leave it to him and his miniſters to purſue ſuch mea- 


ſures as they may think adviſeable, for ſupporting his Excellency's dignity, 


in caſe any attempt ſhould be made to offer an inſult to his perſon. That we 


deſire however, Mr. Goring may caution the Nabob not to ſuffer any violence 

to be offered to the officer who may attempt to ſerve the writ. . 
Mr. Barwell enters the following diſſent: | 

I do not perceive the neceſſity for this paragraph, or that the occaſion 


mentioned in Mr. Goring's letter was of ſo preſſing and important a nature, 


as to render it proper for him to take any notice of it to us, or intimate to 
the Nabob, if he has done it, that he would addreſs us reſpecting the powers 
of the Court over the Subah's perſon. I do not know that Mr. Goring has 
expreſſed a doubt to the Subah; but, from the tenor of his letter, J have 
great reaſon to ſuſpect it. However this may be, I think it improper to 

| 5 e 
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give ouradvice to the Subah in what manner he ſhould act upon an oc- pal, 2297. 
caſion that poſſibly may never occur. It is preſuppoſing that attempts may 
be made to treat him with indignity. If this Council are to ſtand forth be- 
tween the Nabob, and any exerciſe of power in the Supreme Court, it can be 
done at the period of time ſuch interpoſition becomes neceſſary. If the 
Subah himſelf has the right of oppoſing the judicature in ſuch inſtances 
as may be exerted, that ſnould be left entirely to himſelf and to his Miniſters. 
General Clavering. Mr. Goring's letter appears to be only a ſimple report 
to the Board, of the apprehenſions the Nabob ſeemed: to be in of being 
arreſted. I underſtand that he had already applied to Mr. Farrer for his 
advice how he ſhould proceed if ſuch an attempt was made upon him. It 
will appear upon our records, that the - apprehenſions of the Nabob 
are not entirely groundleſs, ſince ſimilar attempts upon the Zemindars 
of this country have been made, and they have been dragged to 
/ Calcutta in conſequence thereof. If the receiving a ſtipend from. the Com- 
| pany be deemed a ſufficient reaſon for arreſting a Zemindar, equally it may 
be ebe as valid to offer an inſult to the Nabob. When the inſult is 
once offered, it will be too late for this Government to interpoſe. If I do not 
miſtake, Mr. Barwell was of this Board, and gave his opinion for an order 
to be ſent ty/the Council of Dacea to inſtruc Coja Kaworke, an Armenian, 
not to obey a writ of Habeas Corpus directed to him from the Supreme 
Court. I cannnot help therefore thinking, that an inſtruction to Mr. Goring - 
is now as Proper to be given to him for the information of the Nabob, as it Folio, 2298. 
ſeveral months ago to the Dacca Council, to inſtruct Coja Kaworke, that 
he was no wiſe ſubje& to the Supreme Court; though, 1 underſtand, he 
has been ſince made ſubject by one or more proceſſes at law againſt him, 
: by Mr. Barrel! Ne Parts 3 
Reſolved, That the ſalary lately allowed to Munny Begum, as guardian to 
the Nabob, do ceaſe on the day on which ſhe was diveſted of her employ- 
ment; and that this ſalary be in future a ſaving to the Company; 
and that theſe Reſolutions be communicated to the Reſident at the Durbar. 
And as a charge, of having received 3,000 Rupees, appears againſt him in 
one of the encloſures ſent down by Mr. Goring, that he be called upon to- 
juſtify himſelf of this charge. | Bobs 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from the Accounts 
ant General to the Revenue Department. e et grivronas 


To Yoks Stewart, EA ot ar een 
&6 SIR, | | * ; 


In obedience to the commands of the Honourable the Governor General 
: and Council, I have prepared an account-current of the Nabob Mobarek ul. 
Dowlah to the 15th of Auguſt 1972; and the ſame account brought down: 
o the end of February 1775, which is the Jateſt period to which I have 6 
ceived: 
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ceived the accounts. I requeſt you will pleaſe to lay the above account 
before the Honourable: Board, 


(Signed) _ CHARLES CROFTS, 
| Ace. Gen. Rev. Dep.“ 


Fol. 2299. . Ordered, That the account received with this letter be entered after the 
Conſultation. 

Ordered, That a copy of the letter from: Mr. Middleton, with the ac- 
counts of the Nabob, and the proceedings of the Board upon them, 
inſerted in Conſultation 14th December 1772, and a copy of the abſtract of 
the reduced ſtate of the Nabob's expences, recorded in Conſultation 25th 
January 1773, be ſent to Mr. Goring. 1 

8 The following letters to Mr. Goring and to the Reũident at the Durbar 


being written, conformable to the above Reſorutions, are approved and diſ- 
patched to them., rr 


Fo Mr. Gorings 


« SIN, 
6 We have received your letters of the edi 2 110% aid two of the 22d In- 
ſtant, and ſhall now wn nd to rn parts of their contents as ſeem to re- 
uire it. ; 
TM The papers incloſed in one of the letters, cooalnjing an account ar 
two ſeparate ſums of money, ſaid to be paid to the late Preſident and Mr. 
Middleton, not being accompanied with any particular information reſpecting 
it, you are directed to inform us of every circumſtance which attended its de- 
livery to you; and if any explanation of theſe papers was given by the Na- 
bob, or the Begum, to report the whole to us; and further, to require of 
the Begum a particular explanation in writing of the ne laid to be 
made to the late Preſident, and to tranſmit the ſame to us. 
Folio 230. If you find it neceſſary to remove the Begum from the Kellah, the is at 
liberty to go wherever ſhe pleaſes within the Provinces. 

In anſwer to that part of your letter of the 17th inſtant, in which you 
mentien an application from Mool Chund to the ſupreme Court for a writ for 
ſeizing the Nabob's perſon, we can only ſay, that as we do not think the Nabob 
in any ſhape amenable to the juriſdiction of the court, we muſt leave it to 
him and his miniſters to purſue ſuch meaſures as they may think adviſable 
for ſupporting his Excellency's dignity, in cafe any attempt ſhould be made 
to offer an inſult to his perſon. We deſire, however, that you may caution 
the Nabob not to ſuffer any violence to be offered to the officer who may at- 
tempt to ſerve the writ. 5 a 

«« Incloſed we tranſmit for your n a copy of a letter from Mr. 

Middleton, late Reſident at the Durbar, and of the Nabob's account which 
accompanied it, of date 18th November 1772, and alſo abſtract of the Ni- 
amut Jeroen taken 25th January 177 3 Theſe accounts are tranſmitted 


for 


16 
ff $ 


N A 


for your information, and for that of the Gentlemen who are to make! inquiry 
into the Nizamut accounts. The Governor General informs us, that the par- 
. ticulars of the abſtract a are in the — of Subinſe 8 5 the Peiſchar.” X 


To Mr. N. B. Martin 2 at Fe Durbar. 
« SIR, 

“ We have received your letter, incloſing the acoount of Balances of Sti-- 
pends, &c. due from the Durbar; but we find the information incomplete, 
till we be furniſhed with the account of the Treaſury, which we deſire you 
may tranſmit as ſpeedily as poſſible. We are the more anxious to obtain this, 
that we learn there is not at preſent a ſingle rupee there. 

« We are to inform you, that we have reſolved that the ſalary lately en- 
joyed by the Begum, as Guardian to the Nabob, ſhall ceaſe on the day on 
which ſhe was diveſted of her employment; and that the ſaid ſalary ſhall, in 


future, be a ſaving to the Company. You will acquaint. the Begun. of this 
reſolution, as far as it relates to her, 


We are alſo to acquaint you, that there i is an information delivercd i in to 


our Board of your having received three thouſand rupees from Ewar Ally 
han, being your proportion of fifteen thouſand rupees given for his ap- 
pointment to the Conſumanah; the Begum having received ſeven thouſand, 
and Akbar Ally Khan five thouſand rupees. As we could not receive ſuch an 


information, which appears ſo defogatary. to the opinion we have- hitherto - 


entertained of your character, without giving you, as ſoon as poſſible, an 
opportunity of juſtifying yourſelf, we think it neceſſary to impart it to vou, 
hoping we may obtain full refutation E it in n your anſwer to this. 


4 We. ary ce 5 


[nd 


Account: 


Fol, 230. 


4 2 


— 


| 5 3 duo en.. 
8 *dacx AN 2y3 di priauath ꝛutꝛduiooo | 
A409 SITYYHI (pousig) 
poidoox 81014 : 
54 r mw «wenn 1 


| 


f 


— FW? w_ 8 BE al 


0 6x 11 19 668 | Se 92915 


: o 61 11 ers 


ee 1216 


8 0 O ꝛcho-f $1 lep 9x sUO 3 22 
2 ogg 181 f ꝛ* SAT ode fry ©] 3 
la YT uon wry 03 np puadng jenuue og | E x 8? 256⁵18LT 
IR: _ _ pnadng/q|n 41 g 6097149 
© 6x 17 C62 - -- =» <tqzaogn | 
: m qoqr N Jo 21Pa29 ay3 01 po 
. *qrjaog In 378 qoqryy 227] on on Hug 4 


* 


5 2411 a 101 tn 03 „ pnunN 2093 
OJ uomo 8 5 WIL wh oy * In AON qoqeN 23 Jo u uno 


got x onpg 
SL Nn 
Juoꝰ ꝛ2¹⁰˙ 


cuny 01 anp ↄuerirꝗ Of, 
832L 1 Zn y39T 
02 0 pnady y1 wo 
podurape Junowe on it 
&anjea1T, OL 

40 


1 


* — — — ñ—— — — — — — —— — —ä—ämVU—D — 


* 


dog a> AI 2y2 01 ſeisusg radio 


*pa3daoxao 840114 


£11404) SITEVHI (paudig) 


se a 111 r 104 


5 1 
"E 


1 91 £ I 5 Wo * 7 
2 22 OT Gro15%gh — — — 3 
5 * £1 01 999995 — — &10yangq | 
30 1 m uoH q 


uon paar 1apio 
: N * 2 22uanbajuod 
. . uf Þjoygznoy si a 
| 2 5 — Pawaog zuawnynq»ys 
EO au ana o aq 

nu A  0OOfoOfgTI 

| Szadnyy voi Jo 2Jed 

Iq Ie *Syzuow 92 $1 

447 qi JO pus oi 

SL ur ſ qi wor wiy 
03anp spuadng 403 omg” 


d r oi ynSny y341 woaz 2uaumynqeys 
plo 213 02 aRqe9943r u 4a 0g9g*1g*15 ann 


puadng 48 
np ↄurſeꝗ Ag | 


243 * wry 029np puadng —_ JO2Unowe 10,F | 


x £ 2862181 ally ny yg! 2y3 03 wry 0 
40 


| 


o O oO 65f*+4g11_ you + $1 5441 


| 


” 


| 


7: 


= l Lienuqog 30 
puꝗ ain on 240 ves lr mog AIO In N qoqv N on Jo uon dun 


| = "1 I E1 2 aid 59 
a - hu 
£ 6 ot 386,594 wny oꝛ 2np 22urJeg 
2 5 E 6ro4ggilgg _ q Jo pus ↄqꝛ 03 


©441 dn nu, woaz 
podurApr zunoui 211 404 
AanjeaaJ], o 

0 


Lot ⁊ oo 
Se nr 


uo 24 


Fol. 33. 


Fol. 34 


L 105 ] 


Extrad of Fort William Secret Conſultations,” the 8h 
June, 1775. 


Read the following four letters and incloſures from Mr. Goring : 
« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


« I was in hopes on my arrival here, to have found Nuned Roy ready to 


have given me every aſſiſtance in his power, to enable me to expedit the buſi. 


ſineſs on which you have been pleaſed to ſend me; the iheloſed copy of a letter 
to Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant, with their anſwer, will inform you 


of the cauſe of my complaint againſt him, and the authority by which he acts: 
The accompanying Arzee “ of the Mohrirs, &c. of the Cutchery, gives me 


great reaſon to think, unleſs I prevent his making his appearance there, I 
ſhall entirely loſe the authority with which you have been pleaſed to inveſt 
me; for this. reaſon, therefore, I have addreſſed a letter to Goordaſs (copy 


incloſed), requeſting he will no more admit him to the Cutchery; but, on 
his own part, appoint a perſon of truſt, to ſee no papers are made away with: 
1 hope you will approve this ſtep, as I have in vain made uſe of entreaties to 
prevent Nuned Roy taking the * he has done.“. 


„ To 2 75. Maxwell Anderſon, and Grant. 


ce Gentlemen, 3 
„ Nuned Roy, making OY of your name, has FERN proper to ſend 


1 1 8 Peons, and ſeize people whom I neither ever ſent for, or heard of. 


« He likewiſe prevents ſuch people from coming to me, who I find neceſ- 


ſary to conſult with, and will not ſuffer thoſe I have appointed to conduct the 


aſſorting the papers to proceed in their buſineſs, according to my direc- 


tions. 


4 have, till now, put up with his behaviour, that bs may have no rea- 


ſon to ſay, I have not ſeized every paper he thought neceſſary to prove the 


allegation he has made before the Governor General and Supreme Council; 

and as I flatter myſelf they put that confidence.in me, as not to think me 
capable of ſuffering any of them to be deſtroyed, I muſt requeſt you will be 
pleaſed to order him to the Cutcherry, and not ſuffer him to interrupt the 


buſineſs * preparing for you; as there is a great deal to go through with, 
and I wiſh it to be —_ with diſpatch. 


8 26th ys n 1 am, &c. 2 — | 
(Sisned) C. 60 NIN G. 


A Petition or Memorial. 


* 
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To Mr. Goring. 


«© We have received your letter of this day's date; "we ha not anhorized Fel. 36, 


Nuned Roy to interfere in any ſhape in your buſineſs ; the Honourable Go-: 
vernor General and Council have entruſted you with the charge of procuring! 
the accounts, which are to be inveſtigated by us; and of courſe we imagine 
it reſts with you to employ * nn as you may think proper. | 
5 We are, &c. | 
eat | W. MAXWELL. 
. N ANDERSON. 

J G RA N T. | 


25th . 1775. 8 


4 Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
<« Incloſed I ſend you copies of eleven petitions, crelenced-a me bas 8 
Holders; whoſe pay has, for theſe three years paſt, been with-held from 
them. Theſe, I underſtand, are but a ſmall {pare of the many, w wan have 
claims of a ſimilar nature on the Nabob. F 

1 before wrote you his Excellency had not a rupee in \ his treaſury ; 3 i beg 
therefore you will be pleaſed to inform me, how theſe people are to have their 
Juſt demands ſatisfied, as I underſtand they are in yu greater diſtreſs. 

| I am, &c. 
27th May, . | (Signed) Go; GORING.” _ 


| « Honourable Sir and Sirs, N . 
* Incloſed | ſend you ſeveral Perſian papers, ana from 1 to 7, con- 


taining an examination, at my requeſt, before the Nabob, into a moſt ini- 


quitous tranſaction, in which it appears, the following people have been 
directly, or indirectly, concerned, viz, 

< Rajah Goordaſs, Kiſhow Khan Rajah G oordals's Auretzbegy, Shirk 
Deen Ally, and Nuned Roy. Theſe people had prepared an accuſation 
againſt me and Rajah Perboeram, by the confeſſion of many witneſſes; ? 
ift, Futty Jehan Khan, who directly accules Rajah Goordals, as per No. . 
On Rajah Goordaſs hearing this, he in the Durbar, got up and inſiſted on 
the matters being inquired into. No. II. Is a further confirmation of Futty 
Jehan's aſſertion, as he heard it from Kiſhow Khan, the Rajah's Auruzbegey. 
No. III. The depoſitions of eleven witneſſes, declaring, they ſigned a long 
ſecret note, which they were not allowed to read. No. IV. Sheck Deen 
Ally's attempt to exculpate. himſelf, - No. V. Kiſhow Khan's declaration, 
that he got the ſecret note ſigned at the deſire of Nuned Roy, who, he deſires 
may be ſummoned; the Nabob accordingly ſends for him. No. VI. The 
ſecret note which he produced, ſigned by twenty-ſix witnefles. No. VII. 
Mheer Juſad Ally's anſwer to the ſecret note. Theſe ſeveral papers I appre- 
hend, will explain themſelves, but I mult beg leave to obſerve, that I ap- 


+ An aſſigrment of revenues or 100 for payment of a debt. 
E 2 T 


[ 
| 

| 
1 
. 
In 
ft 


* — 
— — 
- — — 


——— ——— 7—‚— te ea oe 
— 
— —ä—ů— — — 


— A a 
— 
— — 


[ 108 J 


prehend, that the Soorat Hal“ is not the original one, for the two following 
reaſons; firſt, the great care that was taken as by the depoſition of the 
_ witneſſes, to prevent their ſeeing it; and ſecondly, that it does not agree with 
their depoſitions. On the firſt intimation I received of this buſineſs, I im- 
mediately went to the Nabob, and commplained to him of it, and that I 
heard there was a paper of accufation againſt me, ſigning by his ſervants, at 


the ſame time aſking both him and Rajah Goordaſs, if they knew any thing : 


of it; they both denied it: I then defired the Nabob would be pleafed to 
inquire into it. The evidence is incloſed, and there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe 
it muſt have been done with the Rajah's connivance. The whole tranſaction 
paſſing in the Dewan ConnahF, in the face of the world, yet he who has the 
| ſupreme command, is the only ſtranger to it. That this is very improbable, 
both from the numbers concerned and the ſtation he holds, will, I believe, 
not be denied; but that I have this further reaſon to ground my ſuſpicion, 
on my requeſting one of the witneſſes to explain his evidence, he attacked me 
tn a very rude manner; told me the Nabob was maſter there; was my. 
| maſter; the Council's and the Company's. I told him, I took notice of what 
he ſaid, and remained filent. V * 
„In the courſe of the inquiry, Nuned Roy treated me with the utmoft 
inſolence, told me before the Durbar, that he was veſted with the authority, 
of Council, and was my equal, and threatened Rajah Perbooram, that he 
would make him anſwer for the balance in queſtion. I told him, he had 
better make me, as I was Perbooram's maſter, and he acted by my authority: 
he anſwered, it was equal to him. This being the cafe, Gentlemen, I muſt. 
beg you will be pleaſed either to remove him or me, it being impoſlible for 
us ever to agree. What ſort of a man he is, his works declare. He. has 
procured twenty. ſix witneſſes to a Soorat Hal, which none of them know any 
thing of. This Soorat Hal, is a tranſaction of four days, day by day; 
ſetting aſide therefore the evidence of theſe very witneſſes, is it reafonable to 
ſuppoſe, that ſuch a number of people ſhould intrude on my privacy, with- 
out my knowing it; beſides, they are, to a man, ſervants of the Nizamut. 
As I make no doubt, Gentlemen, you ſuppoſed Nuned Roy to be a man 
incapable of doing a villanous action, when you appointed him to inveſtigate 
the papers of the Nizamut; his proving himſelf otherwiſe, will induce you 
to appoint in his room ſome man of honour and integrity, who will do juſtice 
to all parties; this, I dare ſay, is what you wiſh, and what indeed is but 
due to all; for my own part, I beg leave to aſſure you, the united malice of 
the whole Durbar ſhall not turn me from the line J have laid down to myſelf, 
of doing my duty by the Company. . 95 
.« As to Rajah Goordaſs, I leave you to determine, how far he has and 
does do his duty. That there is an immenſe balance due from: the Nabob to 
his ſervants, is undoubted; I do not know the exact ſum, but this I am 
clear in, that thoſe who have occaſioned it, ought to be made anſwerable for it. 
DO. I am, &c. , 
a (Signed) C. GORING.,” 
The Paper of Accuſation figned by the Parties, The Dewan's office. ' 
| n 
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In anſwer to the Board's requiſition, relative to an explanation of Munny g..,.. conc 
Begum's preſents to the Governor General, Mr. Goring writes as follows: 3th . 7 
e Honourable Sir and Sirs, ; 
4 J have been favoured with your letter of the 25th May, incloſing ex- 
tracts and accounts relative to the eſtabliſhment of the Nizamut, but obſerve, 

you do not acknowledge the receipt of mine of the igth. In compliance 
with your orders, to explain the delivery of the paper, containing an account 

of three lacks of rupees, 1 am to inform you, it took its riſe from a 
meſſage ſent me by the Begum, requeſting, I would intereſt myſelf with the 
Nabob, to have Akbar Ally Khan releaſed to her for a few hours, having 
ſomething of importance to communicate to me, on which ſhe wiſhed to 
conſult him. Thinking the ſervice might be benefited. by it, I accordingly 
deſired the Nabob would be pleaſed to deliver him to my charge, engaging - 
to return him the ſame night, which 1 did.—-I heard no more till next day, 
when. the Begum requeſted to fee his Excellency and myſelf, deſiring Akbar 
Ally might attend. | 1 a gl kt 

« On our firſt meeting, ſhe entered into a long detail of her adminiſtration, .. 

_ endeavouring to repreſent it in the ſaireſt light; at laſt, ſhe came to the point, 
and told me, my urgent and repeated remonſtrances to her, to be informed 
how the balance aroſe, of which I was to inquire, induced her from memory, 
to ſay what ſhe had herſelf given: then mentioning the ſum of a lack and a 
half to the Governor, to feaſt him whilſt he ſtaid there; and a lack and a 

half to Mr. Middleton, by the hands of Babboo Begum : as I looked on this 
no more than a matter of converſation, I aroſe to depart, but was detained by 

the Begum's requeſting the Nabob to come to her. —A ſcene of weeping and 
complaint then began, which made me till more impatient to be gone, and 
I repeatedly ſent to his Excellency for that purpoſe ; he at laſt came out, and 
delivered me the paper I ſent you, declaring, it was given him by the Begum 
to be delivered me. If in this affair I have exceeded my duty, I humbly beg 
pardon ; but the extraordinary confidence you were pleaſed to repoſe in me, 
and the unlimited power attending it, moved me to exert myſelf to the utmoſt, 
that the intent of my appointment might not be entirely fruitleſs. . 
! am ſorry to acquaint you, from what I have already heard, that the 
Nabob's affairs are in a very deſperate ſtate; the Sheriſtadars have delivered 
me an account from memory, (the papers being ſorting and under ſeal) 
by which it appears, the Nabob is in debt ten lacks of rupees, the particulars _ 
I hope, to tranſmit you in a few days. | 7 
Incloſed I ſend you the Begum's letter, and account of particulars of the 
three lacks under its cover. ” | 

„ I am, &c. 

d June, 1775, (Signed) C. GORING.” 


From. - 
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| Fr rom 3 Begum to Central 0 n in de Coring s 
| Letter to the Board, of the 3d June. 


c After the uſusl⸗ forms. Mr. Goring has preſſed me on the ſubject of the 
balances; in anſwer to which J informed him, that all the particulars being 
on record, would in the courſe of the inquiry appear from the papers: he 
accordingly received from the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah, a liſt of 3 lacks of 
rupees, given to the Governor and Mr. Middleton. I now ſend you incloſed 
a: liſt of the dates, when 1 it was preſented, ane through whoſe means, wich 
"ou will receive.” FO. | [CBC 1 


Memorandum. 


(Wer entertainment me the Governor Amand ul Dowlah, Mr. Eattings, 
in conſequence of a requeſt ſigned by his Highneſs, Rajah Goordaſs, and 
other Seriſhtadars, dated the 11th of . in the 14th Sun, one lack and 
a half of rupees was delivered through the means of Chiton Dur, a Shroff of 
the Bhela treaſury, in the following manner, viz: | 
“ On the 23d of rt ad to nurſing Buiridoo, Cantoo Baboo's NOT 
brother, 1, oo, ooo 
0 On the 21ſt of Mohuvreiti, depoſited by Rajah Goordaſs, © 
through Chiton Durr, for bills drawn in favour of Sobaram 
Byſack on the following houſes, viz: | | 
* On the houſes of Ram Sohle, - . 
© On the houſe of Muttore Seine, ; 1 5,000 


— —„—ê “% 


rupees 1, 50,000 | 


— K 0 
— —— 


en h the 2d Rubbeaſſance, or 20 June.” 


. Memorandvin of ſums given to Mr. Middleton through Chiton Durr, 
Shroff of the Bhela treaſury, for which Baboo Begum gave a receipt under 


ber own ſeal, dated the 5th. of 22 8 8 of the 140 Sun, in the following 


manner, viz: 
« On the 5th of Shaban, into the hulls of Sumboo Baboo, 


fon-in-law to Santiram Sing, | 1,00,000 
„On the 19th of Zekaida, into the hands of Sumboo Baboo, 25,000 
« On the 21it of Zehedja, 1 in the 16th Sun, into 1 hands of 8 

Sumboo Baboo, 25,000 


rupees 1, 30, oco 


— — —_ 


Dated the 2d Rubee Aſſance, or 2d June.“ 
258 | 8 - Ordered, 


Ed, 6 
Ordered, That the incloſures in the letters of the 25th May, and iſt June, 
be entered after conſultation. 


The Governor General begs leave to make the following eat to the 


Board : 


« As neither Mr. Goring's letter of the 3d of June, nor the Begum- 8 
letter addreſſed to the General, which was incloſed in it, contain the fu'l con- 


firmation required in the letter written by the Board to Mr. Goring, on the 
25th of May, I deſire that the following queſtion may be propoſed to the 
Begum : 


« 1, Was any application made to you for the account, which you have 
delivered of three lacks of rupees, ſaid to have been paid to the Governor and 
Mr. Middleton, or did you deliver the account of your own free will, and 


unſolicited ? 
„ 2d, In what manner was the application made to you, and by whom ? 


5 2d, On what account was the ſum of one and halt lacks given to the G- 
vernor General, which you have laid to his account? Was it in conſequence 
of any requiſition from him, X of any previous agreement, or of any eſta · 


bliſned uſage? 


I muſt further requeſt that theſe queſtions be tranſmitted to the Preſident 


at the Durbar, and that he be directed to put them in perſon to the Bogus 
and to take down her anſwers in her preſence, 


Mr. Francis. I agree, provided Mr. Goring be preſent while the queſti ons | 


are put, but to be filent, and not to interfere in them.“ 


The Governor General. I am very ſorry I am under the neceſſity of ob- 
jecting to Mr. Goring's being preſent; it was to prevent the effect of any in- 
” fluence which might be exerciſed by Mr. Goring over the Begum, who is 
at preſent under abſolute ſubjection to his authority; that I deſired the Board 


to inveſt the Reſident at the Durbar, the only regular official channel for 


ſuch a communication, with this commiſſion, [ mult therefore beg leave to 
obviate any further propoſal for his being preſent; and hope that Mr. Francis 


himſelf, and the Board will think this a ſufficient reaſon for my objecting.“ 


Mr. Barwell, © I acquieſce i in the Governor General's requeſt, and as the 
reaſons which poſſibly have influenced Mr. Francis, might have weight with 
me to embrace his proppſal, that Mr. Goring ſhould accompany Mr. Martin 
to the Begum, and to be preſent while the queſtions were put; 1 beg leave 


the favour of Mr. Francis to acquaint, me with his ſentiments, why he has 
Judged it neceſſary.“ 

Colonel Monſon, © I have. no 1 for Fig Governor: general's FRY 
faction, that the queſtions ſhould be put to the Begum; but I think Mr. 
Martin an impro per perſon to do it, as he now ſtands accuſed, and is faid to 
have received a ſum of money from Ewar Ally Khän, for his conſent in the 
appointment of a ſervant to the Nabob's houſehold ; ; therefore I deem him a 

rſon who may be influenced in his inquiry; ; I ſhould therefore recommend, 


that theſe queſtions be put to the Begum in the preſence of Mr, Goring, Mr. 


Manes, and any third 959 9 the Board ſhall think Proper to Pei, viz, Mr. 
N Maxwell, 


6 


„ 


Maxwell, Mr. Anderſon, and Mr. Grant. The firſt queſtion, in my opinion, has 
already been anſwered by Mr, Goring in his letter of the 3d June. The ſecond 
queſtion I think unneceſſary; for if the money was given, it is of little con- 
ſequence to the public in what manner this tranſaction has been made known. 
With reſpect to the third queſtion, we already know on what account the lack 
and half of rupees was given, Whether it was in conſequence of a requiſition 
from the Governor, or any other perſon, or by previous agreement, is not 
material, as the Directors will judge how far the Governor's having accepted 
of ſuch preſents is agreeable to their ſentiments: I have heard that it has 
been an eſtabliſhed uſage for perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank, when refident 
at the Court of Eaſtern. Princes, to have large ſums, of money given them for 
their table expences ; the Governor-general can himſelf ſatisfy the Court of 
Directors, whether he received ſuch an allowance from the Begum, or the 
= Nabob's houſehold, or whether he has charged any ſum on account of his 
e expences to the Company while at Muxadavad,” Io ; 
Fol. 4s General Clavering. I am very willing to agree, that Mr. Martin ſhould 
be preſent when the queſtions are put, together with Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
Anderſon, the two Gentlemen of the Council at Muxadavad, who are ap- 
pointed to examine the accounts; and I think that the queſtions ſhould be 
. propoſed by Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Goring being preſent. It would be very 
improper that Mr. Martin ſhould alone propoſe the queſtions, becauſe he has 
been accuſed of taking money for an appointment in the Nabob's houſehold, 
and the accuſation has been tranſmitted to us by Mr. Goring ; he therefore 
muſt be conſidered as Mr. Goring's enemy. In regard to the manner in 
which the application was made to the Begum, or by whom, ſeems to be 
very immaterial ; what appears to be moſt eſſential to the Governor is, to 
find out from the Begum's anſwers, whether the ſum of 1,50,c00 rupees, 
which the Begum declares ſhe gave to the Governor, was a part of the money 
alledged by Maha Rajah Nundcomar, or whether it was a ſeparate ſum. It 
appears to me, to be equally illegal, whether the money was given to the 
-Governor in conſequence of a requiſition from him, or in conſequence of 
any previous agreement, or of any eſtabliſned uſage, without he had the 
authority of the Court of Directors for receiving the money; and therefore I 
conceive that it can be of no manner of uſe to him, whether that part of the 
third queſtion be anſwered in the affirmative or the negative.“ 

Fol. 46. Governor. general. © I don't mean to make the Board the judges of my 
conduct, but have diſclaimed their right of judging me; but even if I had not 
done it, I have certainly a right to determine for myſelf, what parts are ne- 
ceſſary for my own juſtification. I have objected to Mr. Goring, and to him 
only; I have no particular deſire that Mr. Martin ſhould put the queſtions 
to the Begum. Let the Board nominate Mr. Anderſon to this commiſſion, 
or Mr. Maxwell, if he underſtands the language, or join Mr. Martin to both 
theſe gentlemen, I have no objection to either; but I muſt object to Mr. 
Goring, becauſe I believe that if he is preſent, the Begum will anſwer the 
queſtions under the dread of his authority, 1 once more refer it to the Board 
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to determine, whether Mr. Goring ſhall, or ſhall not be preſent on this 


occaſion.” 


Mr. Francis begs leave to give the following explanation, agreeable to the 


requeſt of Mr. Barwell: 


I am at all times ready to give an explanation of the motives of my 


opinion to any Member of the Board, who may delice it, though, ſtrictly, I 
am at liberty to decline it. The Begum, I obſerve, is ſuſpected to be under 
the influence of Mr. Goring. If after the declarations ſne has made to him, 
and which, from the above ſuſpicion, he may be ſuppoſed to have extorted 


Folio 47. 


from her, ſhe ſhould afterwards be examined by another perſon, in Mr. 


| Goring's abſence, and vary from her firſt declaration, we may expect that 


Mr. Goring will then complain that oppoſite influence has prevailed over 


her to do fo, let the queſtion be put into writing, and read, or delivered 
to her publickly, and then I think there can be no ground for a ſuſpicion of 
undue influence of either fide.” 5 VV“ 

Mr. Barwell. I admit the juſtneſs of the argument on which Mr. Fran- 


cis founds his opinion for joining Mr. Goring with Mr. Martin; but as the 


Governor's objections to that gentleman, are thought by him to be ve 

material, and I coincide with him in that opinion; J am againſt Mr. Goring's 
being preſent when the queſtions the Governor has deſired are put to the 
Begum. As there are objections likewiſe ſtated to Mr. Martin, I am againſt 


that gentleman being preſent, particularly as there are two others to whom 


no objection has been made.” . 
« Agreed, That the queſtions propoſed by the Governor General be 
tranſlated into Perſian, to be delivered to the Begum, in the preſence of 
Meſſrs. Goring, Maxwell, Martin, and Anderſon, and that the paper be tranſ- 
mitted to theſe Gentlemen, for that purpoſe, with the following directions: 


m0 M rs. Goring, Maxwell, Martin, and Anderſon. 


“ Gentlemen, 


« We tranſmit you encloſed a paper, addreſſed to Munny Begum, con- 


taining ſundry queſtions, to which we are deſirous of obtaining her replies; 
We therefore direct, that you cauſe the ſaid paper to be delivered to her in 
your preſence, and in the name of this Board; you will at the ſame time 
requeſt to be furniſhed with her anſwers to each article in writing ; which 
when delivered, are to be forwarded immediately to us; but we poſitively 
direct, that you enter into no converſation with the Begum, either jointly gr 
ſeparately, upon the ſubject of the contents of the paper. 


Fort William, 8th June, 1775. We are, &c.“ 


Q 3 Extratt 


Folio 25. 
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Extract of Fort TWilliam Secret Conſultations, the' 24th 
July 1775 


Folio 623. Read the following letter and incloſure from Meflrs. Goring, Maxwell, 
_ Martin, and Anderſon : 8 ; VVV 
Felio 624: « Honourable Sir and Sirs, 8 8 
e We were favoured with your laſt letter of the 8th inſtant this morning, 
and in compliance with your orders, waited upon Munny Begum, at fix 
o'clock this evening, delivering her the queries incloſed in your letter, to 
which we received at 12 o'clock this night the incloſed anſwer, ſuperſcribed 
with our initials, and have immediately diſpatched 1t to you, 
We are, &c.“ 


C. GORING. 


175 The erh at L | | 
| Moorſhedabad, 11th 5 W. MAXWELL. 
June, 1775. Signed) U. B. a Tt 


D. ANDERSON. 


From Munny Begum, addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, 
received the 14th June, 1975, 


„ To-day, being Sunday, the 11th of Ridbe Aſſenee, or June, a little 
ny after ſun-ſet, Mr. Goring, Mr. Anderſon, and Mr. Maxwell came to me, 
and preſented me with a paper containing queſtions from the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, without any ſeal or ſignature, In the ſaid paper is the fol- 
lowing queſtion : 3 29 ; CR. 

Folio 625 Whether any application was made to me for the account of the three 
lacks of rupees, which are laid to the charge of the Governor and Mr. Mid- 
dleton, or whether I delivered it voluntarily, and without ſolicitation ?” 

The caſe is this, Mr, Goring on his arrival here ſeized all the papers, 
and ſecured them under his ſeal, and all the Mutſuddies attended him, and 
explained to him all the particulars of them. Mr. Goring enquired of me 
concerning the arrears due to the Sepoys, and Bhela, obſerving, that the 
Nizamut and Bhelah money was received from the Company, from whence 
then could the balance ariſe ? I made anſwer, That the ſum was not adequate 
to the expences. Mr. Goring then aſked, What are thoſe expences which ex- 
ceed the ſum received from the Company? I replied, All the particulars will 
be found in the papers; the affair of the three lacks of rupees, on account 
of entertainment for the Governor and Mr, Middleton, has been, I am told, 
related to you by Rajah Gourdaſs ; beſides which there are many other expences 
which will appear from the papers. As the cuſtom of entertainment is of 
long ſtanding, and accordingly every Governor of Calcutta who came to 
Moorſhedabad, received a daily ſum of 2000 rupees for enterfainment, which 
Folio 626. was in fact inſtead of proviſions; and the lack and a half of rupees laid to 


2 Mr. 


* 


br Ld FA 


: . 


Mr. Middleton's charge was a preſent on account of an agreement entered into 


by the Baboo Begum, I therefore affixed my ſeal to the account, and forward- 
ed it to Mr. Goring, by means of the Nabob.” 


The 8th June 1775, General Clavering lays before the Board ſome Perſian 


letters, which he has received from Nuned Roy, at Moorſhedabad; alſo a 
tranſlation of two papers, contained in one of the ſaid letters, which are as 


follows: 
Tranſlation of two papers, incloſed in the letter from Nuned Roy to Ge- 


neral Clavering, received 6th June 1775. 
« Particulars of what was received by the Governor and his ſervants, from 
the information of intelligent ſervants, of the Nizamut, &c. 7333-876 3 3, 


excluſive of what was received by Mr. Middleton, which will ler from 


Mr. Goring's letters, viz. 
« On the Governor's arrival at 'Colfiitibutzar, and a ry mars, the Begum 
and Rajah Goordaſs to their offices, from the 17th o 


F 3,5 2,000 
At Coſſimbuzar, by Nurſing, brother to Cantoo Baboo, — 

by way of entertainment to the Governor on his arrival | 

there, at 2000 Rupees per day, — — 1,50, 00 


« To the appointing of the Begum, given in Calcutta as 
a preſent, viz. One lack to Cantoo Baboo, from the Begum's 


private treaſury, and one lack by Nundcomar, conformably 


to the Begum's order of the 12th of Aſſum 1179, 25,00, O00 
« For the preſent of jewels and cloaths, without the 


papers, it cannot be exactly aſcertained, about 1 23,000 


„ For winter clothes, viz. On the 14th year, 18000; in | 
the 15th year, 12000 Rupees — | 30,000 
„ The entertainment for Titteram odoulah, Meer 


Siddoo, prince David, the Seats Mahmua Erize Khan, 


Mahummud Yar Chan, &c. . 1, 0, 00 
« To Cantoo Baboo, on the — 8 appointment to the | 


management of affairs, 


„ix. on the appointment, Rupees 40, 0 : . 
« By a Lain, Pearls Elephant, ; 5.000 © 3; 
47,000 
' * i e 


« Received by Santiram 
„ Vigz. On the Begum's appointment, 40,900 
The fourth part of the advance to Moote- 
Kill, at different times, and in different ſums, 92,876 3 3 
For winter garments, 20,000 


— 5582,76 33 
« For a preſent to Bowannee Meter de Nien | Sook, e 


Aumins to the Governor and Mr. Middleton, on their de. 


Carried n 7.04876 3 7 


Q 2 


Jermmau ulowil, the 


Fo.! 57. 


Fol, 51. 


domeſtic ſervants, © —— 225 


by the purchaſe of jewels, &c. 


E310 1 | 
Brought forward 7,04, 876 33 


- 
The preſent from the Naul, 17,000 
Ditto, from the ſervants of Governments, 12,000 


Total Rupees, 7.33,876 33 
Tranſlation of the ſecond paper. 1 Nur 


4 Particulars of the profits of Munny Begum, from the 1ſt of Jemmaud 
ul Sannee of the 14th year, to the 15th of Ribbi ul Awel of the 16th year, 
from the information of intelligent perſons, and accountants, viz. - 

** Two months wages, as preſent from all the ſepoys and 

_ Viz. for Jemmaud ul Sanee, of the 14th year, 


1,33,2 50 
For Ribbei ul Sanee of the 1—15 ditto, . 


3 
6,25 
e By reduction ct ſervants wages, conformably to the _ 
advice of the Governor at different times, 2,590,754 4 2 
« By preſents received for continuing the ſuperintendents | 
and accountants in their offices, and two months wages re- 
ceived from others, 5 1 81 
« By profit on the batta of gold mohurs and rupees, and „ 
1, 50, ooo 


96,000 


Viz. By batta on rupees, | 75,000 

By purchaſe of jewels, &c. | 75,000 

„By a falſe charge in the account of private expences 
of money laid out, | i 

« By ditto, for preſents made in the years 14 and 15, 
N. B. 30,000 rupees are charged, five of which are ex- 


20,000 


pended, 7 — — 235000 


« By Salams, received during her adminiſtration, 25,000 
« Received by Tittar ali Khan, viz. = 4 | 
_ « By affixing his ſeal to papers, 10,000 
« By knavery in the preparing buildings, 40,000 
<« By caſh converted to his own uſe in the daily 
pay to the people at Mortiegil, | 14, ooo 
— 64,000 


Total, 7, 73, oo4 4 2 

Ordered, that the letters from Nuned Roy to General Clavering, be ſent 
to the Perſian office to be tranflated. 4 

Minute by the Governor General. The General will excuſe my taking, 


notice of an irregularity, which I think it a duty of the Board to put a ſtop 


to, in the letter addreſſed to him by the Begum, on a ſubject on which ſhe 
f | . Was 
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was deſired to give her anſwer in writing to Mr. Goring; and therefore, as 
an official paper, it ought either to have been addreſſed to Mr. Goring, in con- 
ſequence of the letter ſent to him, or to myſelf, as the only perſon authoriſed 
to correſpond with the powers and princes of Hindoſtan, among which the 
Begum has always been ranked. I therefore move, that the Begum be ac- 
quainted, that in all her future communications with the Board on public 
buſineſs, ſhe is to addreſs herlelf to the Governor.” 1 . 
Minute by General Clavering. The letter I received from the Begum came 
incloſed in a letter, addreſſed to the Governor General and Council, from Mr. 
Goring, and was ſent to me by the Secretary of the Board: I brought it with 
me to the Council the next morning, purſuing in this ſtep the ſame rule which 
I have followed when I received letters from the king, Shah Ailum, and the 
Nabob of Arcot: I have never anſwered any of theſe letters, excepting that 
of the Nabob of Arcot, by permiſſion of the Governor General, returning to 
him the preſent which he ſent me.—As I think that the Governor General 
ſtands now in a different predicament with regard to the Begum, than he 
would have done, had he not been accuſed by her of taking preſents, I am see. Conf, SW 
of opinion, that no ſuch application ſhould be made to the Begum at preſent, June 775. 
It appears, by a letter entered in the Perſian correſpondence, from the Begum 
to the Governor General, that ſhe expreſsly applied to him for his leave to 
| Write to the Members of the Board, deſiring, that he would ſend her our 
names, and acquaint her to whom it would be proper to write; ſaying, ſhe 
ſhould forward her letters incloſed to the Governor, who, ſhe ſaid, was dearer 
to her than life, for his peruſal; after which ſhe deſired, they might be de- 
livered to the ſaid gentlemen, in whatever manner he might think proper,” _ 
Minute by the Governor General. The propoſition made to me by the Begum Fol. 35 
'was, that letters of compliment ſhould be written from her to the Gen- 
tlemen of Council on their arrival; and it is certain that I deſired her 
inſtantly to write fuch letters, conceiving them to be neceſſary forms of 
civility ; but 1 do not conceive that my acquieſcence in this inſtance can, in 
any conſtruction, be applied to authoriſe an official correſpondence, contrary 
to the expreſs orders of the Company in their original inſtruftions.—The - 
General has quoted an expreſſion of the Begum's letter to me, which may 
throw a ridicule on the character of the writer, in the judgment of thoſe 
who are not acquainted with the ſtyle of an oriental writer. Whatever ſenſe. 
theſe words were meant to convey, I am certain that they were not written 
from any motives of particular kindneſs; if they were, it appears that [ 
have loſt my title to them, ſince I find preciſely the ſame words made uſe of 
in the letter now before the Board to the General.” \ 
Minute by General Clavering. * | refer to the Begum's letter entered upon Fol. 54. | 
this day's conſultation, 'and cannot find any expreſſion which conveys the 
ſenſe of that kind of relation which is mentioned in the letter to the Governor 
General.” 3 
The Governor General. © I am ſorry to bear a ſhare in ſwelling the con- 
ſultation with a ſubject which appears to me to be ſo very unimportant ; but 
f | By 
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Foal, 55. 


Fol. 56. 


4: 2330 3 


as the General has thought it of conſequence, I defire that the tranſlation of 
the introductory par agraph of the Begum's letter to the General may be in- 
ſerted in this place. 

« To the General, high in dignity, eminent in rank, dearer than life, 
whom God preſerve | after preſenting you with my prayers, which are innu- 
merable, for your long lite and proſperity, be it revealed to your en 


mind. 


Minute of Mr. Francis. “J do not think the Begum, who is a ſubject 
of this ſtate, can properly be conſidered 2s one of the Princes or country 
Powers of India; but ſetting that queſtion aſide, I am of opinion, that the 
barely receiving a letter from any of the Indian Princes, does not amount 
to the carrying on a correſpondence with them, which we are reſtrained from 
by our inſtructions. Such letters ſhould be immediately laid before the Board ; 
and if they appear to require an anſwer, it ſhould be made m the 
name of the Governor General. It 1s not probable that any Indian Prince 


will conrinue to write letters to Gentlemen, who decline returning an{wers. 9 to 


them.” 
Mr. Barwell is for the motion of the Governor General. 1 80 
Colonel Monſon. © ] do not look upon the Begum, in her preſent ſituation, 


or at the time ſhe wrote the letter to General Clavering, to come within the 


deſcription of thoſe powers with whom we are reſtrained by the Court of 


Directors to correſpond. The General's having received a letter, cannot be 
deemed holding a correſpondence with any perſon for it is impoſſible for 


him to prevent being addreſſed by letter. — The General preſented the 
Begum's letter to the Board on the firſt Conſultation, which was held after 
his receiving it; and the Board have not authoriſed the Governor General to 
give auy anſwer to it. The Governor General, I apprehend, by the 
orders of the Court of Directors, is under the {ame reſtrictions as any Mem- 
ber of the Board with regard to his correſpondence with them, for he is 
only to write ſuch letters as may be approved of by the Board, and to lay 
before them ſuch anſwer as he may receive. I think it unneceſſary to ac- 
quaint the Begum, that in her future communications ſhe is to addreſs the 
Governor General only.“ 

Reſolved, That it is not neceſſary to acquaint Munny Begum, chat in all 
her future communications with the Board, ſhe is to addreſs the Governor 
General. 

General Clavering. I move that a requeſt be made to the Governor General 
to declare, whether conformable to the 2d article of the Company” s Inſtruc- 
tions, he has laid before the Board all the letters which he has written to the 
Begum fince our arrival. $ 

The Governor General, * This is a new mode of producing accuſations, 
to which 1 ſhall not give my aſſiſtance. If the General knows of any letters 
which 1 have written to the Begum let him produce them. I have many 
reaſons for not anſwering this call at the Board; but there is one particular 
one which I will mention, that I cannot point out with certainty. all the 


letters 


F ws 1 


letters I have written, ſome containing mere matters of complaint or ſubjects 
of no importance, may have been dictated to any Moonſhy who was preſent, 
and perhaps no tranſlations of them made; but 1 will endeavour to collect 
the whole of my correſpondence with the Begum, if there is any part of it 
not entered in the official copy, and will certainly at a proper time tranſ- 
mit it to the Court of Directors. „ 

General Clavering. As the Governor General acknowledges. he has 
written letters, or may have written letters, which he has not communicated 
to the Board, conformably to the preciſe inſtructions of the Court of Direc- 
tors, | move, that a letter be written to Mr, Goring, to acquaint the Begum 
that ſhe do deliver up to him, all the letters which have been written to her 
from the Governor General, ſince the commencement of this Government, or 
by his Banyan; becaule I have ſeen, in one of the Begum's letters to the 
Governor, that ſhe refers him for further particulars to Cantoo Baboo.,” - 

The Governor General, I have no objection to the motion, provided the 
demand be made by ſome other perſon than Mr, Goring; but I defire that it 
may be added in the inſtructions, that ſhe be requeſted to communicate all 

the letters received from General Clavering.“ 1 e Sr 

Mr. Francis agrees to the motion. 

Mr. Barwell had retired before this motion was made, 

Colonel Monſon has no objection to it. | : | 5 

Agreed, that the following letter be now written to Mr. Goring. . 


2 To Mr. Charles Goring. 
SIR), 51 5 [AM ns | 

«© We have received your letters of the 26 and 25th lt. and iſt and 3d 
inſtant, with the ſeveral incloſures to which they refer. ] 

« We direct, that on the receipt of this, you apply to the Begum to deli- 
ver up to you, for the information of the Board, all the letters which ſhe 
may. have received from the Governor General, from General Clavering, or 
from Cantoo Baboo, the Governor General's Banyan, ſince the date of the 
commencement of the preſent adminiſtration; and that you tranſmit the 
ſame to us without delay. TENG „%%% nl DN 

We are to obſerve, in reply to your letters of the 26th /t. and 1ſt inſtant, 
that Nuned Roy, being only appointed head of the Mohrirs, to aſſiſt Meſſrs. 
Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant in their inveſtigation of the accounts of the 
Nizamut, his duty has no connection with the buſineſs for which we have 
deputed you to the Nabob's Court; nor yours with that of his appointment. 
You will therefore receive the ſeveral accounts, agreeable to our former 
inſtructions, and after having fulfilled the objects of thoſe inſtructions, and 
delivered them over to the above gentlemen, you will return to the Pre- 


ſidency. 12 
We are, &c.” 


Fort William, | en | 
Sid June, 1775. 1 
| | | : Mr, 


1 


Extract of Fo ort 27 illiam Secret Ganahl, 24th Jy 
1775. 


Read, and ordered to [be recorded, the two following letters from Meflrs, 
Marvel, Anderſon and Grant. 


To the Haw Warren Ha Minges, Eſquire, Governor General, and 
Gentlemen of the Council. 


wy GENTLEMEN, I 

« We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
inſtructions of the th inſtant, and to inform you, that we ſhall execute your 
commands to the utmoſt of our abilities, and only wait for the receipt of the 
papers which you have directed us to inveſtigate. 

We have the honour to ſubſcribe ourſelves with the utmoſt reſpect, &c. 
5 W. MAXWELL, 
Moorſhedabad,the : (Signed) D. ANDERSON, 
th „ e | JAMES GRANT.” 


To the Honourable Wa arren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and 
« GENTLEMEN, 

«© We have the pleaſure to acquaint yqu, that Mr. Gates * de- 
livered to us, through our Preſident, the accounts of the Dewanny Seriſnta 
of the Nizamut. We ſhall accordingly begin to inveſtigate them with all 
expedition. 

We have the honor to ſubſcribe ourſelves with reſpect, &c. 
VW. MAXWELL, 
Moorſhedabad, the (Signed) D. ANDERSON, 
6th June 1775. JAMES GRAN T. 


Read the F ive following Letters from Mr. Goring, 
Letter the Firſt. 


- 66 Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
* 1 hope my duty will plead my excuſe in communicating an affair re- 
lated to me by Rajah Goordaſs, which appears to be of great importance. 
« The 


\ 


* 


U 
Gi : ; ? 


« The parpott is, chat at the time the Governor General came to the 
city, to his knowledge, he received a lack of rupees in ſpecie from Munny 
Begum, excluſive of the lack and half 1 before wrote you about; and that 


by a purwannah “ to Rajah Nundcomar, ſhe ordered him to pay a fur- 
ther ſum of a lack at Calcutta; to this affair he informed me Chyton Dur, her 
treaſurer was privy, whom I ſent for at his requeſt. s 

„After keeping me almoſt a morning, and being very impertinent, he at 


laſt thought proper to give me the incloſed paper. I at firſt 'imagined it would 


be neceflary to detain him 'till I heard what the eunuch Akbar Ally Khin 


had to ſay on the ſubject; but reflecting it might require an inveſtigation of 
another nature, I let him depart : for further PREY [ beg leave do re- 
fer you to the ſix incloſed Perſian papers.” 


Number I. 


A converſation between me and the parties taken down by my Mun- 


ſhee, as follows, 


2m Repreſentation made by Rajah. Benn on the 10 of Rubbee 


Aſſance or June, at Furra Baug, in the preſence of Mr. Goring. 


>«« Beſides the Lack and a half of Rupees on account of entertainment, 


the Governor Mr. Haſtings received two other lacks in the following 


manner: one lack of rupees at Calcutta, through Maha Rajah Nund- 


comar, and the other lack here. The lack of rupees which the Gover- 
nor received from the Maha Rajah, was taken up by him on a loan' bear- 
ing intereſt, from the bankers. In part of payment of this debt I received 
through Akbar Ally Khan, two bills from the hands of Chiton Durr, 
Gomaltah to the Bhelah Treaſury ; one for 35000 rupees, and the other 
for 15000 rupees. Akbar Ally Khan allo gave an order to Chiton Durr 
to pay me the remaining 50,000 rupees; but on account of a diſpute 
concerning the intereſt, I did not receive it. 
On the ſame day, about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, Akbar Ally 
Can and the Rajah coming to Mr. Goring, he deſired the former to 


relate to him the particulars concerning the two lack of rupees; Akbar 


Ally Cawn made anſwer ; 


„ know nothing of the matter, nor does the Begum, nor did ſhe 
cauſe it to be given through any other perſon. 


Queſtion put by Rajah Goordaſs to Chiton Durr, Gomaſtah to the 


Treaſury. Do you know any thing relative to theſe 2 lacks of rupecs : ? 
Chiton Durr's anſwer.—I know nothing of the matter. 


« 9weſtions put by Mr. Goring to the Rajah.—In what manner. Was 


the lack of rupees which the Governor received here given? 


An order or warrant, 


« Anſwer. 


Fol. 64 ay 
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„„ Anſwer, The Begum gave it out of her own treaſury, at the time 
the Governor was at Coſſimbuzar; but I do not Knew Who was the 
Perſon. employed in this tranſaction. 
Queſtion. How -came you acquainted with the e ee of che 
Begum's having given this lack of rupees to the Governor? 
e Anſwer. The Begum wrote the particulars of her having given this 
lack of rupees to the Maha Rajah at Calcutta, and from the contents 
of that letter, I;gained my information. 
pol. 647, * Queſtion. Did you read the letter which the Begum wrote con- 
cerning her having given this lack of rupees? 
Anſwer. I did not ſee the original letter, it is at Calcutta, but I 
-undobredly- ſaw the copy :. 3.8 


(Signed) C. G.“ 


No. II. 
Chyton d Durr's declaration, ſigned by himſelf, as follows. 


e In the Bengal language, anc Chiton Durr Gomaſtah to the 
| 'Bhelah Treaſury,” - 


Aar. I. „Out of the ſum of one and a hit lack of Sicea rypees, which 
has been laid to the charge of Mr. Haſtings, as received from the 
Sircar on account of eee IJ paid one lack through Nurſing 
Baboo; the remaining 504000 rupees remained three months in my 
charge: Akbar Ali Khan then ſaid to me, you are to pay this ſum 
to Rajah Gourdaſs. I procured bills of exchange in favour of Soba- 
ram Byſaak, and delivered them to the Rajah, who received them, and 
ſpoke concerning the charges on the bits. He alſo ſpoke to the Begum 
on the ſame ſubject, who replied, Why ſhould 1 pay the charges of the 
bills? This ſum was due from me to the- Rajah, and.] have diſcharged 
it, why ſhould | pay the brokerage of the bills? | 


ds. Arr. I. © One day when the Rajah and Ally Khän were conſulting toge- 
ther, and I was preſent.; the latter ſaid 4 me, Do you make yourſelf 
anſwerable for the payment of 50,000 rupees to the Rajah, Akbar 
Ally Khan then ſaid to the Rajah This is a Shroff, and you need en- 
tertain no apprehenſion of the payment of the money. This conver- 
ſation paſſed on that day. Another day he ſaid, Return me e my voucher, 
and J will pay the 50, ooo rupees. The Rajah afterwards told me, at 
his own houſe, that he was to receive a great ſum on account of inte- 
reſt, I am well acquainted; with theſe particulars, but I do not know 
for what amount the voucher was given. The Rajah did not receive 
the money.“ — 
Dated the 22d of Jyte, -br iſt Jane. i 
o. 


Was paid the Governor. 


I. 


No. 


paper taken from the Bhela books. of the dates the 3,80,000. rupees - 


(Signed)) CHARLES GORING. 


« Seal of the Munny Begum. 
* Signature of the Nabob. 
* Write it off as expence. 


« The ſum of one lack and a half of rupees, on account of en- 


tertanment for the Governor Amandad Dowlah, Mr. Haſtings was, 


on the 11th of Ramzan, of the x4th Sun, delivered from the 
Treafury of Mahomed Hillaul, Freafurer of the Nizamut Bhelah, by 


. Chiton Durr, into the hands of Nurfing Baboo, brother to Kiſhen 
Kunt, the Governor's Dewan, Your Highneſs's orders, to what ac- 


_ count the ſaid ſum is to be carried, are requeſted. 
* Sumboonaut Mehrir of the Dewannee accounts. 
« Signature of Rajah Gourdaſs and Roy Jugget Chund. 
„ Signature of Roy Booſs Roy. = 


« On the 22d of Ramzaun, in the 14th year of the reign, a copy 


was depoſited in the Dufter “ of the Dewanny.” | 


N No. IV. Bu 
Rajah Gourdaſs's declaration under his ſeal as follows: 


. © I ſhall now commit to writing the particulars of the converſation - 
which paſſed between Mr. Goring, Akbar Ally. Khan, and myſelf, on 
the 3d of Rubbe Aſſanee, or June, relative to the two lacks of rupees. 
given by agreement af the Regum, and the lack and a halt rupees for 


entertainment, paid by his Highneſs's Sircar, a depolition of which con- 
verſation is in Mr. Goring's paſſeſſion. The particulars of the lack and 


half of rupees for entertainment for the Governor, from his H ighneſs; 


and allo of the two lacks of rupees which the Begum agreed to give to 
the Governor on her own part, are as follows : . 

After the appointment af Munny Begum, to the adminiſtration of 
the affairs of the Nizamut, Bhelah, &c. the wrot: a letter under her 
own ſea}, to Maha Rajah Nundcomar, to pay the ſum of on: lack of ru- 
pers in part of her agreements of 2 lacks, to the Governor, Maha 
Rajah, in compliance to the Begum's directions, took up a lack of rupees 
an a loan bearing intereſt, from the Bankers, and delivered it to the 


| Fol * 644. 


Governor. In conſequence of an order {rom the Begum, I received 


from Chiton Durr, 40,009 rupecs in two bills, one for 35,000, and the 
other for 15,000 rupees, in part payment of this ſym. Akbzr Ally 


Khan gave directions to Chiton Durr to pay me the remainder gf the 


pt. Office : 


R 2 principal, 
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principal, amounting to 530, ooo rupees, and take back the Begum's 
vouchers. But on account of the non-payment of the brokerage of the 

bills, and intereſt to the bankers, I did not take this ſum. The ba- 
lance is yet due, Chiton Durr the treaſurer, who informed Mr. Go- 
ring, that the 50,000 rupees which he paid to me, was in part of the 
LT ſum of 1+ lack of rupees which was paid by his Highneſs for entertain- 
Fol. 645: ment for the Governor, has been guilty of an abſolute fallity, for the 
application concerning the lack and a half of rupees ſigned by the Na- 
bob, ſealed with the ſeal of the Begum, and alſo ſigned by the head 
Seriſhtadar of the papers which has been diſcovered amongit the Bhe- 

lah, records, and of which Mr. Goring has a copy, will clearly prove 
that the ſum of 1+ lack of rupees for entertainment for the Governor, 
was delivered at one payment to Baboo Nur Sing, brother to Kiſhen 
Kunt, the Governor's Dewan, and the remaining lack of rupees out of 

the two lacks agreed on, was paid here by the Begum : I became ac- 
quainted with theſe circumſtances from the Munny Begum's written or- 

der upon the Mahah Rajah.” ““ 


y ** Gourdaſs.” | 


My letter to the Begum, incloſing copies of the above papers, as follows : 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Goring to the Munny Begum. 
« After the uſual forms, I incloſe you four papers containing the par- 
ticulars of the converſation and depoſitions of ſeveral perſons. | re- 
queſt, that, having conſidered them with the greateſt attention, you will @ 
tavour me with an immediate anſwer, as my letters to Calcutta muſt be 


detained till J hear from you.” 
Fol, 646, D.ated the gth of Rubbee Aſſanee, or June. 


. 
Her anſwer as follows: | GE 
Letter from the Munny Begum to Mr. Goring, 


| | „J have received your letter accompanying papers containing de- 
poſitions, The ſum of 1+ lack of rupees to Mr. Middleton, on account 
of an agreement entered into by the Baboo Begum, was paid at three 
| payments; one lack was delivered into the hands of Sumboo Baboo by 
| ' © Chiton Durr, on the 15th of Shabaun of the 14th Sun, 25,000 rupees 
| . on the 19th of Zakaida of the ſame year, and 25,000 on the 11th of 
| Zehidga of the 16th Sun. 8 | * 
3 « Out of one and a half lack of rupees for entertainment for the 
| Governor, one lack was delivered to Nurſing Baboo on the 23d of Bam- 
Zaun 


(ons 1 
zaun of the 14th Sun, on the 21ſt of Mohurrum the remaining 50,000 


rupees in bills drawn in favour of Sobaram Ryſaak, on the houſe of 


Ram Sohae and Mullore Sing, was delivered by Chitton Durr to Rajah 
Gourdaſs. An account of both theſe articles , has accordingly been 
given you from the records. Except theſe ſums, I have not yet given or 
cauſeda ſingle Cowry * to be e to the Governor- general.” FORTY 


<« have only to add, that previous to ſending the above papers, I waited 


on her, with the Nabob and Gourdaſs; on mentioning the matter, ſhe flv 


into a violent Fallon abuſed Gourdaſs, beat herſelf, and denied the whole. 


Moorſhadabad, | I am, &c. 
5th June 1775. 1 (Signed) C. GORING.” a 


Das the S ccond, 


6 Honourable Sir and Sir, | 
e Incloſed' I ſend you twenty-one letters, delivered me by the Begum at 
two different times. There are fourteen of the Governor” s, two of General 
Clavering s, and five of Cantoo Baboo's +. 
Jam, &c. SHE 
June 13th 1775. „„ (Signed) C. GORING.”” 


Letter hy Third. 


40 e Sir and Sirs, 


& Incloſed J ſend you in Perſian, the inquiry the Nabob made i into the 
application of the 15,000 rupees taken from Ewar Ally Khan, atteſted by 


Meſſrs Maxwell, Anderſon, and myſelf. 


he ſeveral incloſures in your letter of the 12th inſtant, I ſhall, as you 


direct, deliver to Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant. 
I am, &c. 


June 18th 1775» | (Signed) 6 GO R ING” * 


Extract of Fort W illiam Secret e 
dated 24th July 1775. 


c Quittions put by the Nabob, and Akbar Ally Khin's Anſwers, re- 


ceived the 21ſt June 1775. 


« Oueſtion, You acknowledge that you took the ſum of 1 5,000 rupees 
from Ewar Ally Khan, out of which you charged the ſum of 3,000 rupees in 


* A ſmall ſhell which paſſes as coin. About 4000 of them are worth a rupee. 


+ The Governor's letters were all entered before in the letter-book. The General's are om | 


complimentary, and Cantoo Baboo's are not material, 


y | : the 


Fol. 621, 


Fol, 6 52. 
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the name of Mr. Martin; did you give the. ſum of 3, ooo rupees: to Mr. 


Martin or not ? 


. * Anſwer. I did not give the ſum of 3,000-rupees to Mr. Martin. | 


4 * Since you did not give this ſum of 3,000 rupees to Mr. Mar- 
3 


| Fal. 653. 


pol. 6 54. 


y did you charge it in his name? . | 
« Anſwer. On the death of Naſſur Ullah Khan Mierfanizz, che Mut- 


ſuddies of the Dewanny went to his houſe by order of the Begum, and took 


an inventory of all his effects and money, and the latter amounted to 20,000 
rupees, exe luſive of ihe effects. This information being carried to the Be- 
gum, ſhe fent the inventory to the Nabob, to receive his ſignature for a re- 
miſſion of the amount; the Nabab accordingly ſigned the remiffion. Rajah 
Goordaſs obſerved, *<* It is not proper to remit the ſpecie.“ I went and re- 

ported this to the Begum, who ſaid, When the Nabob has remitted the 1 
to take it afterwards, in his name, would not be proper. I repreſented, that 

this money muſt be taken under an official pretence, and accordingly de- 
livered a meſſage to Ewar Ally Khan, that he muſt give a-Nuzzeranah of 
10,c00 rupees for his appointment, and 5,000 rupees to me. Ewar Ally 


Khan replied, I am not able to give 10,000 rupees; take 7,000 rupees, He 


accordingly agreed to a Nuzzeranah of 2, ooo rupees to the Sircar, and | took 


5,000 rupees in my own name, and giving an example of my zeal to the 


Sircar, took 3,000 rupees in Mr. Martin's name, and depoſed the whole 


13, ooo rupees in the Begum's Sircar. 


AQueſtion. Formerly, on an inquiry into this affair, you declared in writ- 


ing, that you took the ſum of 1 5,000 rupees from Ewar Ally Khan, on ac- 


count of his appointment to the office of Meerſamaun, and depoſited it in the 


Bhelah Sircar, through Chiton Dur. But, upon examination, it appears 


clearly, from the written teftimony of Collicherrun, and Mahomed Hitllal, 
Tavildars of the Bhelah, that what you wrote was falſe, and that you depo- 
ſited the ſaid ſum in the Bhelah after being releaſed from confinement, and not 
before ? | 1 24 

« Anſwer. I told the Kuzzanchee to deduct the ſum of 13, ooo rupees 


out of the Fazul of the Begum's Sircar, on account of Ewar Ally Khan, 


and to carry 1t to your account. 5 

« Oweſtion, The Sheriſtadar has the charge of the Jumma Kurch, 
and not the Kuzzanchee, whoſe buſineſs is to ſhroif the money and ex- 
change it? . . b 
& Anſwer, The Sheriftadar has undoubtedly the charge of the Jumma 
Kurch. . 

« 9weſtion. You cauſed the ſum of 12, oo rupees to be debited in the 
Bhelah Sheriſtah, on account ot the Fazul of tne Begum. Afterwards, how 
did you pay it in ſpecie? | 1 

« Anſwer. The very day I was releaſed from confinement, the Begum ſeat 
the ſum of 6, ooo rupees, from her own apartment, to the Bhelah, and ſaid, _ 
When the books and accounts of the Fazul are adjuſted, I will then clear 
it up. | 

a On the part of the Nabob— N ga 

4 9 * Io -- 


4 2% 1 
* The ſum of 4 5,000 rupees 1 took from the hands of Akbar Ally Khan, 


and not from the un. 
| (Signed) C. GOR ING, 
Dated 18th Rubbee Aſſanee, | | W. MAXWELL, 
in the 16th Sun, or 19th Jong 1775» D. ANDERSON.” - 


Letter the Four th. 


&« 3 Sir and Sirs, 

ce Incloſed, I fend you twenty: nine ataees of cimplaint, ed together Fol. 625, 
with twelve I-before difpatched you, makas forty - one; the ꝓurport of them 
is demands of a :1 -ftanding, on the Njzamut, for wages, &c. that has 
never ibeen yet-paid:t and for want of which, the plaintiffs and their 
families are ſtarving. I 8 beg leave to add, your redreſſing their griev- 
ances wil be doing a great act of charity, and calling down the bleſſings * 
thouſands on your heads“. * 

| Jam, FRY Ji 5 
(Signed) C. G0 RI NG 


21ſt June 15 | | 
50 ULo,oetter the Hffab. 


«Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

1885 Incloſed, 1 {ſend you, five ſtatements of the Begum's acequnts, made up 3 
to the time of her diſmiſſion from the charge of the Nabob's houſehold. ad tions, 24th July, 
„The tranſlations from the Perſian . are not exactly conformable to the Fel. 622. 
Sheriſtadars accounts, as their method is almoſt unintelligible; the ſubſtance 
however is the ſame; and I hope they will meet your approbation, as I can 
with great truth aſſure you, they have coſt me irifinite trouble to procure. 

« No. I. ſhows the whole demand on account of ſtipend + ſince the Begum's 
appointment.to this time, what ſhe has been paid, and the balance due from 
the Company. It is meceflary:t00bſerve, there is an article of Shumſay 
Cumrayt;/which the Nabob gives the Company credit for, though I do not 
any where find it has been carried to their account; I muſt therefore; beg, leave 
to refer you to the then Reſident at the Durbar, for an explanation of this 
matter; and dikewiſe to. acquaint- you, how he came to debit the Begum for the 
the ſum of Rupees 2, 415323 13 43 as it appears by her account current, that 
ſum ſtill: remains unpaid, and forms a part of the balance due to the Nabob. 

No.2. ſhowſs the Nabob's debt due at this preſent time to the Bhela 5. 

-<< -No.-3-fhows the debts due to the ſervants of the Nizamur, together with 

what ſhould have been: Paid them, and what they have received. 


* Theſe arzees are. not printed. as they.ouly give the detail of each caſe, To the Nabob. 
+ Difference between ſolar and lunar mont F Amount 4, 92,775 rupees. Amount 


7.51, 408 rupees. . | an 
oi No. 


bp xi ? | 
— — — : ä—— — GOO —K— H 
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Fol, 624. | 
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No. 4. includes the whole receipts and diſburſements to the Begum's 
diſmiſſion, the receipts in two parts, viz. What the Company have paid, 


amounting to rupees 60, 46, 360 12 4, and what ſhe took on herſelf to collect, 
together with what advantages have been made during her adminiſtration, 
which I have brought to the Company's credit, and which forms, as far as I 
am able to judge, the greateſt part, if not the whole of the embezzlements, 
of which Nuned Roy gave an account to the Board, being 11,460,404 4 17 2 
In all, rupees 71,72,905 1 1 2. 

« The diſburſements I have particularized, that you may be able to judge 
of the Nabob's expences in the various departments of his houſehold ;' they 
amount to 63,47,055 6 1 3, which leaves a balance of 8,25,309 10 19 3, 
the particulars of which are explained at the foot of the account “. 

No. £, is an account of reſources, by which the Nabob may be enabled to 


pay the lacks due to the ſervants of the Nizamut and Bhelah, it the money 
can be recovered Fe 1 am, &c. 


z0tb June, 1775. i (Signed) .C GORING.* 


Ordered, That the incloſures be entered after the Conſultation ; 
Read the following letter and incloſures from Meſſrs. Ys Maxwell, 


Martin, and Anderſon: 


„ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

« We were favoured with your letter of the 8th inſtant this morning; and 
in compliance with your orders, waited upon Munny Begum at 6 o'clock 
this evening, delivering her the queries incloſed in your letter, to which we 
received at 12 o'clock this night the incloſed anſwer, ſuperſcribed with our ; 


| Initials, and have immediately diſpatched it to you. 


The Kellah at Moorſhedabad, We are, &c.” 
ich June 1775. | —_ | 


* Being ſo much TORY the Begum? s accounts ſtand deficient upon balance, about at ſtex, 
+ The abſtrad of this account is as follows: 


Unrecovered old balances, for which ſhe ſtands debited Rupees 1,82,844 8122 
Balances in ſundry tobeels — 25, 47,00 
Due from Mr. Foyer, which Mr. . Middleton has mid 6s to get paid T1, oo, ooo 
Ditto from Mr. Alderſey — — — 30, ooo 
Ditto from Mr. Lambert — — 20,000 
Ditto from Dewan Coflinaut — — 22,200 
Sundry extra expences, viz. | Ys 
Gave the Governor and Mr, Middleton —— — 3,00,000 
Preſents gave away to ſundry, in jewels, ſhawls, &c. as per particulars > 14-1 644p1 
Ditto i in money, _ ditto — 5 1 14 a 


3 $2,99.695 3 7 2 2 


N. B. It may be obſerved that theſe 8 5 not amount to the fam ſet down as the total. 
The inaccuracy is in the copy tranſmitted from India, in which there is an omiſſion of ſome item 


amounting to rupees 94,255 O 12 2. 


Not printed at large, as che demil of what is due to each individual does not appear to be . 


From 
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From Munny Begum, addreſſed to the Governor General, 
and Council, received the 14th une 1775, 


% T6-#y being Sunday the 11th of Ribbee Aſſanee, or June, a little after 
ſunſet, Mr. Goring, Mr. Anderſon, and Mr. Maxwell, came to me and 
preſented me with a paper, containing queſtions from the Governor General 
and Council, without any ſeal or ſignature. 8 
In the ſaid paper is the following queſtion : Whether any application was 
made to me for the account of the three lacks of rupees, which are laid to the 
charge of the Governor and Mr. Middleton; or whether 1 delivered it vo- Fel. 625. 
luntarily and without ſolicitation ? The caſe is this: Mr. Goring, on his 
arrival here, ſeized all the papers and ſecured them under his ſeal, and all che 
Mutſuddies attended him, and explained to him all the particulars of them. 
Mx. Goring inquired of me concerning the arrears due to the Sepoys and 
Bhelah, obſerving, that the Nizamut and Bhelah money was received from 
the Company; from whence then could the balance ariſe? I made anſwer, 
That the fum was not adequate to the expences. Mr, Goring then aſked, 
What are thoſe expences which exceed the ſum received from the Company ? 
I replied, All the particulars will be found in the papers; the affair of the 
three lacks of rupees, on account of entertainment for the Governor and Mr, 
Middleton, has been, I am told, related to you by Rajah Goordaſs ; beſides pul, 646, | 55 ; 
Which, there are many other expences which will appear from the papers. | 
As the cuſtom of entertainment is of long ſtanding, and accordingly every 
| Governor of Calcutta, who came to Moorſhedabad, received a daily ſum of 
2000 rupees for entertainment, which was in fact inſtead of proviſions; and 
the lack and half of rupees laid to Mr. Middleton's charge, was a preſent, 
on account of an agreement entered into by Baboo Begum; I therefore affixed 
my ſeal to the account, and forwarded it to Mr. Goring, by means of. the 
Nabob. | WARREN HASTINGS, 
ts I J. CLAVERING, | 
GEO. MONSON, . 
RICHD, BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS.” * 


Nuned Roy tranſmits a paper of occurrences to General Clavering, and gecret Conta's 
another addreſſed to the General and the Gentlemen of the Council in the fol- Wie. 24k 
W, es Ay I e FE July 1773. 

In conformity to your pleaſure, I privately cauſed an account to be pre- 
pared under the hands and ſeals of the officers of the Nizamut Sheriſtah, &c. 
ef the profits received by the Governor and Begum. Rajah Perbooram arriv- 
Ing in the mean time from Calcutta at Moorſhedabab, came with Mr, Goring 
to the Kellah, and fitting down in che Cutcherry of the Nizamut, opened all 
the parceis of papers which had been ſeized, delivered them into the charge 
of the Sheriſtadars, deprived me of all authority, and procured an order from 


8 | Mr, 


* 
* — — — a——————— dr 


OY 
* —_— 


— EE i . OOO 
- 


Fol. ga. 


„ 
Mr. Goring to prohibit my going to the Kellah. In conſequence of this, the 
ſaid Sheriftadars kept the account which I had prepared, and would not return 
it at my repeated ſolicitations. I incloſe you, however, a copy of the ſaid ac- 


count for your inſpection. God willing, when a Perwannah to Mr. Goring 
and the Nabob ſhall be ſent, enjoining them to deliver the papers into my 


charge, I will cauſe ſuch an account, as above ſpecified, to be prepared by the 


Sheriftadars, and will forward it to you. I incloſe you a paper of intelli- 
gence, from the firſt of Rubbe Aſſanee, or June, till the ſecond of the ſame 
month, which you will peruſe. 

4 Particulars of the receipts of the Governors, with his dependants from 


the repreſentations of officers of the Nizamut, &c. who are acquainted with 


the circumſtances, excluſive of what was raiſed by Mr. Middleton, of which 
you have been informed by Mr. Goring. 
„„The Governor, at the time of his going to the Coſſimbuzar factory, in- 


veſting the Begum with the adminiſtration, and making Rajah Goordaſs 


Dewan from the firſt of Rubbee-ut-Auril, of the 14th Sun, v VIZ, 
At Coſſimbuzar, through Nurſing Baboo, youngeſt brother to Kauntoo 
Baboo, for the cuſtom of entertainment (when a Governor arrives at Moor- 


 ſhedabad, it is an eſtabliſhed cuſtom, to make him a daily allowance of 
. 2,000 rupees), - & 8 5 ” 1,50,000 


On account of inveſting the Begum with the adminiſtra- 


tion, in the form of a Nuzzeranah I at Calcutta, viz. 


N e Kauntoo Baboo, from the Begum's private trea- 


ſury - 1,00,000 
5 Through Maha Rajah Nundcomar, at the 
written deſire of the Begum, on the 12th Aſſur, 


in the Bengal year 1 179 - - = _- 1,00,000 
— — 2, O, o 
1 Jewels and clothes on the day of an entertainment; the | 5 
particulars of which I cannot n without * the papers 
in my poſſeſſion, — - - 2 5,000- 
Zeminſtanny ( Wi inter Clothes ), + vix. 
In the 14th Sun 18,000 
« In the 15th Sun - 2 12,000 
| * 30,000 


4 On account the entertainments of Yateram ul Dowlah, 
Sidos Sahib, Merza Daood, Shazadah, Seets Satribban, Ma- | 
homed Errich Khan, Mahomed Yar Khan, and others - ___  1,00,000 

« Kauntoo Baboo, at the time of the Begum's being inveſt= 

ed with the adminiſtration, viz. | 

« On her inveſtiture - 40,000. 

« A Kellaat poart necklace, clephan, F<: - 7,000 


— — 


+7 „000 


Carried forward 5.52, 00 


} Preſent or offering from an inferior to a ſuperior. tif a fn paid to government, as an ac- 
know ledgment for a grant of lands, or any public office. 


„„ | 
Dronghe torvard 552,00 


Receipts of Dewan Santiram', 
t At the time of the Begum's being inveſted ; | Fol. 694. 
with the adminiſtration 40,000 
„Profits from the arrears of the Seapoys, 
paid at Mootiſil, on condition of receiving a 
fourth part, the ſum paid amounting to 
3,71, 504 15 as per the following particulars, viz, 5 
Paid the firſt of Zeheja, of the 14th Sun, 2 67665 I s t 
<« Paid in the name of Murza Zeinul Obdien 
and others, through Bowanny Metre t, in the 
14th Sun, on account of wages for the 13th Sun, 12,336 
Paid in the 16th Sun, on account of wages for 
the 13th Sun, through Dewan Santiram, 70,605 
_ Through Bowanny Metre, 10, ooo | 
80,605 | | 
On account of the Dakellah of Kerut Chund 9,000 


oh Rupees 35715504 15 
The fourth part of this ſum, which he re- 
ceived, amounts to - 92,876 3 1 55 
va Zemiſtanny I, . 8 20,000 


— 1512,76 3 15 
An account of preſents at taking leave, in the name of 

Bowanny Metre, and Neinſook Aumin, on the part of the 

Governor and Mr Middleton, viz. | 
% An account of preſents at taking leave, 17,000 
<« Profits from the Officers of the Nizamut, - 12,000 


Rupees - 7:33.876 3 18 
„ Particulars of the profit received by the Munny Begum, from the GPL 
iſt of Rubee Aſſanee, of the 14th Sun, to the 15th of Rubee ul Awil, of 5 
the 16th Sun, taken from the repreſentations of the Sheriſtadars, and perſons 
_ acquainted with the circumſtances. _ 
„Two months wages from the Sepoys ſervants and Bhelah, viz. 
On account of Jummadee Aſſanee of 12 
the 14th Sun, 66 hog 


« On account of Rubbee Aſſanee of the 
1gth Sun, 66,625 
. | 1,33»250 
Carried forward 1, 33, 280 
Mr. Middleton's Banyan, t Mr. Graham's Banyan. 1 Winter Clothes. 


8 2 « An 
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Brought forward 1, 33,250 o © 
ie An account of Akrence in the time of appointing, 


and deductions in the wages of the ſervants, as ſettled by the 
Governor, viz. 


« From the iſt of Rujgub, to the laſt of 


Rubbee Aſſanee, of the 14th Sun, the ſums 


agreeable to the Company's ſettlement, is 


550, 00 
« Wages paid to the ſer- 


vants, as appears on the Seriſh- 


tah of the Nizamut | 4,445,421 11 10 
— — 1,056,578 , 4 10 
« From the 1ſt of Jummadee ul Avrul of 475 
the 15th Sun, to the laſt of Rubbee Aſſanee of | 


the ſame year, agreeable to the Governor's ſettle- 
ment, 5,00, 000 


« Wages paid to the ſervants, as 


appears on the Seriſhtak of the Niza- 
| — | $419,324 


— 80, 676 
From the 1ſt of Jummadee ul Auril of che 


16th Sun, to the 15th of Rubbee ul Auril of 


the ſame year, 3725, 00 
„ Wages paid, as appears by the 

Sheriſta of the Ni izaamut, 4,51, 800 
e 


5 _— „Ne 
« Account of Nozzeranas, for appointments of Officers 

of the houſehold and Seriſhtadars, together with two months 

falary from Munſaram, Pame Sing, Hinchmun Sing, Futtah, 

Khan, Achul Sing, and others, 

Profit on account of Batta on Sonaut, Patna, Dacca, and 


Viziry rupees, and on Benaris, and Becherſhaby gold nuns, 


_ and on the purchaſe of jewels, &c. viz. 


On account of Batta on Sonaut rupees, and 


the others ſpecified above, - 2923161 -": 254 gO00 *: 
On account of the purchaſe of Jewels, &c. 75,000 © 
| — — 1,30, oo0 
On account of diſcharge of debts, which 
are entered in the accounts of the Bhelah „ 
burſements, and the loans not. credited. 7: 96,000 


Carried forward 6,59,004 4 10 


© Preſents. 


E 1 

Brought forward 6, 59,04 4 10 

ce Preſents entered in the Jumma Cruch, 1 59 4 * 
of the Bhelah, viz. 

% In the 14th Sun, 18,000 

0 In the 1 5th Sun, | | | 12,000 


30, 00 
« PDeduct for what may have been expended 
on that account, 5,000 
5 5 — 25, 00 
« On account of Nuzzer Salams from the 
17th of Jummadee ul Auril, of the 14th Sun, | | 
to the 15th of Rubbee ul Auril, of the 16th Sun, 25,000 
<« Receipts of Akbar Ally Khan, viz. 
« On account Mohurrana agreeable to an „ 0s 
invoice, ſigned by the Nabob, received from | 
the Nizamut Seriſhtah, 10,000 
On account of colluſion, and repairing the oy 
Kellah, &c 40,000 
On account of arrears to the L3th Sun, 
paid at Mootijel, in a fraudulent manner, in the 
16th Sun, viz. 


„ Arrears due, 1,36, 605 
„ Deduct what was paid through 
Santirams, 55 1 80, 605 


Rupees 56, ooo 

« From this ſum, he paid the Sepoys, 42, ooo 
i — 14, ooo 
— (4,000 


— — 


— 


77304 ” 10 


* Intelligence incloſed in the above. 

. On the iſt of Rubbee Aſſanee or June, between the hours of eight and 
nine in the morning, Rajah Goordaſs went to viſit Mr. Anderſon, and at 
about ten, came to the Kellah, and applied himſelf diligently to the buſineſs 
of the Cutcherry; Rajah Peerbooram coming to the Munny Begum's door, Fel. 67+ 
entered into a private conſultation with Akbar Ally Khan, which laſted near 
three hours; after which, he went to Ferrah Baug, where Mr. Goring con- 
tinued till the evening, and then went to Mr. Anderſon, and remained with 
him, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. James Grant, till nine at night, and then returned 
to the gardens. On the 2d of the ſame month, between ſeven and eight in 
the morning, Rajah Goordaſs went to Ferrah Baug, and was received very 
—.— by Mr. Goring, who expreſſed his pleaſure at the kindneis of the 
Rajah in this viſit: after which they entered into converſation with 1 

| 8 Irs, 


0. 698. 
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Burr, the Bhelah treaſurer, concerning the Nuzzarani given to the Governor, 
amounting to two lacks of rupees, which was ſent to Calcutta at the time 


of the Begum's being inveſted with the adminiſtration, At laſt, the ſaid 
Treaſurer mentioned ſomething contrary to the orders of the ſaid gentleman, 


and was therefore put under a guard of Sepoys for near two hours; after 
which he agreed, that he would relate in the evening whatever he might be 


able to diſcover from Akbar Ally Khin, and from an examination into the 
papers. On this he was releaſed. Rajah Goordaſs and the ſaid Treaſurer 


went in the evening to Ferrah Baug, and remained there till near eight at 
night, I underſtand, that nothing was ſettled. Victuals being ſent to Mr. 


Goring from the Nabob's Sircar, according to an eſtabliſhed cuſtom, he ſent 


it back again, The papers of the Seriſhtah of the Nizamut Bhelah, &c. 
remained open from nine o'clock in the morning till feven in the evening, 


From Wuned Roy. Addreſſed to the General and the other Gentlemen 
/ the Council, Received the 5th of June. 1150 


« After taking my leave of you, I proceeded with Mr. Goring and Mr. 
James Grant to Moorſhadabab; and agreeable to my inſtructions from the 
Preſence, on the 15th of Ribbee ul Avril, anſwering to the 16th of May, 
1775, about 11 o'clock in the forenoon, I attended Mr. Goring to the 


Kellah, ſeized upon all the papers of the Nizamut, and affixed a ſeal upon 
them. Aft rwards, on the 19th of Ribbee ul Auril, or the 2oth of May, 


Rajah Peerbooram arrived from Calcutta; and aſſembling together all the 

old and new officers, who were under apprehenſion on account of the miſ- 
applied money, carried them to Mr. Goring, and thus adviſed him, Let. 
« your inquiries be ſo managed as to create confuſion in the Company's 


affairs, and prevent Nuned Roy from making any examination into the 


«© papers of the Nizamut, for he is a perſon well acquainted with the buſi- 


„ nels; and in the courſe of the inquiry, the ſum of ten lacks of rupees, 


« including Batta, of which the gentlemen of the Council have received in- 
« formation, will turn out twice as much. Should no inquiry be made by 
« Nuned Roy, it will be matter of great joy to Munny Begum and Ma- 


„ hommed Reza Khan, as they will thereby preſerve a good name. The 


cc 


gentlemen who have held the adminiſtration at Moorſhadabad have con- 
te nived at theſe matters, and it is neceſſary that you ſhould connive at them 
« alſo.” Accordingly, on the 26th of Ribbee ul Auril, or the 27th of 
May, Peerbooram went with Mr. Goring to the Kellah ; who, in the preſence 
of the Nabob, and all the officers of the Nizamut, gave orders to Rajah 
Gourdaſs, to forbid Nuned Roy from coming to the Kellah, or near the 


Cutcherry. In this caſe I ſhall appear to you deficient, in reſpect of the papers 


which I delivered to you. Moreover, to this time not a ſingle Nizamut 
account, owing to the obſtructions of Rajah Peerbooram, has been preſented 
to the inſpection of the three gentlemen who were appointed to examine 


6 them, 


L 165 J | 


them, which therefore obliges me to explain theſe circumſtances particularly 
unto you, —On the 22d of Ribbee ul Auril, equal to the 23d of May, Eng- 
liſh ſtile, Rajah Peerbooram went to the Nizamut Cutcherry, and broke 
the ſeals from off the accounts which I had before ſeized upon, and delivered 
them to the Sheriſtadars, who are rendering in their accounts, Being there- 
fore remedileſs, I addreſs myſelf to you, that poſitive orders may be 
tranſmitted to Mr, Goring to deliver the papers to me, that I may daily 
approve myſelf worthy of your favour, by ſerving the Company. There Fol. 
are ſeveral Sheriſtadars of the Nizamut, who are well acquainted with the 
buſineſs, and are enemies to Akbar Ally Khan, who 1 have made my friends, 
and learn from them that the account which I delivered to you will turn out 
much more; but if ſuch obſtructions as theſe are flung in my way, I am 
remedileſs, and hope for redreſs from you.” 5 


On a ſeparate Paper. 


« Every day's news is tranſmitted you; from which you will be acquainted 
with all particulars. I incloſe you a paper containing an account of the 
Begums of Jaffier Ally Khan, and I hope that you will favour me with a. 
ſpeedy anſwer.” “ N 5 pen TM 
Paper incloſed in the foregoing. 


Shah Chanim deceafed was ſiſter to the Nabob Mahabud Jung by the 
fame father, but different mothers. She married Meer Mahomet Jaffier 
Khän, by whom ſhe had a ſon and a daughter; the name of the former was 
Meer Mahomed Sadduce Ally Khan, and the latter was married to Meer 
Mahomed Coflim Khin. Sidduce Ally Khin had two ſons and two 
daughters. The ſons names are, Meer, Sydoo and Meer Sobeen, who are 
now living. The daughters were married to Sultan Merza Dod. | 

 «&. Baboo Begum, the mother of the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah, was. 
the daughter of Summen Ally Khan, and married Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Khan, DoF 7 85 | 
„The hiſtory of Munny Begum is this: At a village called Baleunda, 
near Sekindra, there lived a Widow, who from her great poverty, not being. 
able to bring up her daughter Munny, gave her to a ſlave girl belonging. 
to Summen Ally Khan, whoſe name was Biſſoo. During the ſpace of five 
years, ſhe lived at Shah Jehanabad “, and was educated by Biſſoo, after the 
manner of a dancing girl. Afterwards, the Nabob Shamul Jung, upon the 
marriage of Ikram ul Dowla, brother to the Nabob Surage ul- Dowlah, ſent 
for Biſſoo Beg's ſett of dancing girls from Shajehanabad, of which Munny 
Begum was one, and allowed them 10,000 rupees for their expences, to 
dance at the wedding. While this ceremony was celebrating, they. were 
kept by the Nabob, but ſome months afterwards, he diſmiſſed them, and 
they took up their reſidency in this city, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan then 
took them into keeping, and allowed Munny and her ſet 500 rupees per 


Another name of Dehli. 
month; 


— — 


Fol. 704. 


| Fol. 705. 
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month ; till at length finding that Munny was pregnant, he took her into 


his own houſe. She gave birth to the Nabob Nazim ul Dowlah; and in this 
manner has ſhe remained in the Nabob's family ever fince.“ 


Extraf? of Fort WW liam Secret Conſultations, 
31/ Jug 1775. 


The Board being aſſembled to read the draft of a neneral letter prepared 
to be ſent to the Honourable the Court of Directors, by the Northumber- 
land; | 

It is accordingly read. 

Mr. Barwell propoſes, © In ordet to prevent the Company's being miſled = 


by any partial ſelection of papers which relate to any Member of this Board, 
more particularly to the Governor- general, that the whole ſubject and matter 
of Mr. Goring's commiſſion, his mode of procedure in the execution of it, 


all that has paſſed upon his different repreſentations to the Board, the obſer- 


vations thereon, and inſtructions in conſequence, be inſerted. in the body of 
the general letter; or, to ſave unneceſſary trouble, that a reference, in the 


uſual form, be made to the proceedings in which they are entered; for theſe 
reaſons he moves for the following amendment: For what has paſſed till 
<& this time in that buſineſs, and for Mr. Goring's different reports in his cor- 
reſpondence, we beg leave to refer to the Conſultations 1 in which they are 
<« recorded, as noted in the margin.“ 

Mr. Francis. * think that whatever letters or intelligence from Mr. 
Goring have been followed with orders or reſolutions of this Board, ſhould 
be mentioned in the general letter, and this I preſume was the rule obſerved 
by the Secretary in drawing up the paragraph in the Draft. Mr. Goring's 
other letters may be generally referred to in the Conſultation, unleſs any of 
them contain tacts, which any Member of the Board may think deſerving of 
any particular notice. I ſhall not object to the mention of any ſuch facts,” — | 
This opinion includes a negative to Mr, Barwell's motion. 

Mr. Barwell's opinion is compriſed in the motion. 

Colonel Monſon. The Secretary has drawn up this paragraph from the 
Proceedings agreeable to the uſual cuſtom, therefore I think it ſhould ſtand a 
part of the Letter. If there are any other of Mr. Goring's letters which refer to 
any particular circumſtance, I have no objection to its being particularly 


noticed in the letter; but if there are no ſuch circumſtances, I think it un- 


neceſſary to {well the letter with the whole of Mr. Goring's correſpondence. 
I am therefore againſt Mr. Barwell's motion. 

General Clavering. © It appears to me, that the amendeneint propoſed by 
Mr. Barwell to the draft drawn out by the Secretary, ſhould not be adhered to. 


A reference was made by this Board to the Begum, on the ſubject of the charge 


of having given three lacks of rupees to the Governor-general and Mr. 
Middleton; 
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Middleton ; and as | her anſwers of exculpation accompany the 57 1 6 © | 
letter 


_ think ita fair ſtatement of facts, and ought to be inſerted in the general 
for the information of the Court of Directors, and the King's miniſters.” - 


The Governor- general. have no objection to the mention of this fact in 
the general letter. I object to its being ſelected from many other points of 


equal importance, which appear on the proceedings reſpecting Mr. Goripg's 


appointment, and conduct in the execution of it; becauſe it may miſlead 
thoſe by whom the general letter may be read, into the belief that nothing 

elfe worth noticing is contained in them, The majority having formed their 
reſolutions, and it depending on them to word the letter in what manner they 
think proper, I take this occafion to ſignify my earneſt requeſt to the Ho- 


nourable the Court of Directors, that they will be pleaſed to read tne whole“ 
of the proceedings which have any relation to this ſubject, ot to any other, 


which have been matters of controverſy between myſelf and the Board, 1 
hope I ſhall not be thought to depart from the refpe& which I owe to my 
employers, in ſuppoſing this petition neceſſary; or that, in the midft of ſo many 
important objects as occupy their time and attention, they may not read of 
advert to every minute which is recorded in the voluminous books of out 
Conſultations, unleſs they are pointed out as meriting theit particular obferva- 
tion, and I requeſt that theſe debates may be tranſmitted a number in the 


packet.” 


Agreed, That the paragraph in the general letter remain as drawn up by 


the Secretary. : | MY 17 
Ordered, That the proceedings of this day's Council be ſent in the packet 
to the Court of Directors. EE Fr 


Extract of Fort William Secret Conſultations q 
_ the qth September, 1775. 


Received the following letter from Mr. Goring : 
„ Honourable Sir and Sirs, . 


* Incloſed I tranſmit you the account you directed me to demand of Ra- 


jah Gourdaſs of receipts, from the 2 1ſt January 1772, to 1775, with the ba- 
lance in the treaſury the 20th January 1772. WE 
„ have the honour to acquaint you, I this day completed the delivery 


Fol, 1:8, 


of the accounts in my poſſeſiiva to Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant, 


and that I wait your further orders: I beg leave to inform you, ſuch triſles 


as I could not refuſe accepting without giving offence, I have inftantly ſent 


to Rajah Gourdaſls, acquainting him they were the property of the honourable 
Coinpany, and depoſited with him till you ſhould direct in what manner you 
would have them diſpoſed of. 5 „ 

I am, &c. 


28th July 1775. (Signed) C. GORING.” 


* lt is hoped the Reader will conſider this paſſage as an apology tor troubling him with many 


papers at large which may ſeem immaterial, 


T __ Orarred, 


8 


Zecret Conſult- 
ation, 4 Sept. 
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Ordered, That the accounts incloſed in the foregoing letter“ be entered 


after this.day's conſultations, and that he be permitted to return to the Pre- 
ſidency. 


| T o Mr. GORING. 
„ Sr, 
« We have received your letter of the 28th July, with the account which 
we had required you to obtain from Rajah Gordaſs. 
As you have compleated the buſineſs upon which you were ſent, we 
deſire that you will return to the Preſidency, 
We are, &c.“ 


 « Agreed (in conformity to the commands of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, ſignified to the late Council, in the 26th paragraph of their ge- 
neral letter, dated 28th Auguſt 1771,) that Rajah Goordaſs be required to 
tranſmit, at the end of every three months, to this Board, regular accounts of 
the receipts and diſburſements of the offices of the N abob's houſehold, from 
the time of his appointment ; and to take care to confine the Nabob's ex- 
pences within the limits of his ſtipend, and to be particularly attentive to 
the penſious that may ceaſe by the death of the proprietors, that the aving 
on that account be brought to the credit of the Nabob. 

Ordered, That the ſame be ſignified to Rajah Goordaſs through the Reſi- 
dent at the Durbar, and that Mr. Martin be addreſſed in the following terms: 


68 fas: 


« As we think it proper that we ſhould be furniſhed with regular monthly 
accounts of the receipts and diſburſements of the Nabob's houſehold, we di- 
rect that you require from Rajah Goordaſs, ſuch an account from the date of 
his appointment, to the office of Naib Dewan to be tranſmitted to us, and a 
continuation of it to be ſent down ina like manner at the end of every month; 
you will alſo acquaint him, that it is neceſſary he take care to confine the 
Nabob's expences within the limits of his ſtipend, and be particularly atten- 
tive to reſume for him all the penſions which may ceaſe from the death of the 
preſent proprietors, and bring the amount thereof duly to his credit. 

We are, &c.” 


Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and 8 report, that they 3 received 
from Mr. Goring the papers which he was directed by Government to de- 
liver to them, containing 313 jilds and buſtahs, 17, 255 tublucks, 1,437,881 


. 1775- leaves; and that they have eſtabliſhed an office for the inveſtigation and 


tranſlation of the above papers; the expence of which is Hxed at Sicca 


e 130 8 per month, which is *pproprined. by the Governor General 
and C ouncil. 


Tpheſe accounts are not printed, as they — ſerve to ſhew the progreſſive accumulation of the 
Nabob's ba] ances 


1 
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The 16th October 1975, the Secretary lays before the Board the follow. 2398. 7:5. 
ing letter from the Company's Attorney, with the opinion of their Council "Wy 
upon references made from the Secret and Revenue Departments, 


— 


To F. P. Auriol, Eſq. Secretary, Sc. &e. tay: 
« Sir, 5 7 1 
I beg you will be ſo obliging as to lay the incloſed papers before the 
| Honourable Board this day. Fo 5 
RO 10 
Od. 16, 1775. (Signed) ROBERT JARR ET, 
Attorney to the Honourable Company.“ 


To Thomas Farrer, Eſq. Counſellor at Law. 
«Sh, - 3 To 5 

« J am directed by the Board to lay before you the encloſed copies f 
papers for opinion, in what manner it may be proper to proceed in reco- 
vering to the Company's uſe the nioney which the Governor General has 
received from Maha Raja Nundcomar, or Munny Begum, for ſervices done 
to them through his influence. „ e 
Peu William, I am, &c. = 

18ch March, 1775. (Signed) | HERCULES DURHAM, 

1 5 Attorney for the Honourable Company. 


te] have peruſed the ſeveral proceedings and papers, laid before me by the 

directions of the Honourable Board, referred to within, and am of opinion, 
that as the ſervices mentioned to have been performed therein, were not, nor 
could, from the nature of them, be conſidered as rendered by Mr. Haſtings 

in his private, or individual capacity; but, on the contrary, by virtue of the 
influence and power derived, and ariſing from his public ſtation as Governor, 
he muſt be conſidered as acting, in ſuch tranſactions, as the ſervant of the 

Company; and that as they, for the due diſcharge of the duties of his office, 
allowed him an adequate ſalary, all monies received by him upon this occa- 
ſion muſt be deemed their property; and that they may, upon a waivure of all 
penalties, file a bill of diſcovery againſt him, ſhould the ſame be found 
neceſſary, to oblige him to ſet forth every particular upon oath. This con- 
ſequence, as I conceive, ariſes from general principles, independant of any 
particular rights which the Company may derive from the engagements and 
covenants between Mr. Haſtings, as governor, and them, or the penalties, 
if any annexed thereto. What ſuch particular rights or penalties, or the 
mode of proceeding for the recovery thereof, may be, I cannot form any 
judgment, as neither ſuch engagements or covenants, or copies thereof, have 
been laid before me; but have, as it is ſtated, been tranſmitted to the _ 

T-2 | -- © 
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of Directors, and no counterparts returned. Wherefore, as well as from the 
importance of the matter in queſtion, and the obvious expediency of havin 

every information which the nature of the caſe admits of, I ſhould with all 
deference adviſe the directions of the Court of Directors to be taken, before 
any ſuit i 13 commenced, or other proceedings are had thereon, 


8 (Signed) THOMAS FARRER.” 
Calcutta, gth October 1775. FEE | 


« Ordered, That the above opinion lie for conſideration, and that the 
opinion reſpecting the reference from the Revenue Department, be ſent to the 
Secretary of chat —ä— 


WARREN HASTINGS, 
5 J. CLAVERI NG, 

GEO. MONSON, 

RICHP. BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS.” 


| Covenant of Mr. Warren Haſlings, of Council at Fort 


Seo. George (as 10 Preſents). 
(COPY.) 


Civil. No. 1000. 1770. 


THIS INDENTURE, made the tenth day of February; in the ninth: 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace 
of God, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 

and fo forth, Band in the year of our Lord One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſixty-nine, BETWEEN Warren Haſtings of London, Merchant, of the one 
part, and the United Company of Merchants of England, trading to the 
Eaſt Indies, of the other part: WRHER EAS the ſaid Warren Haſtings is now 
employed in the ſervice of the ſaid United Company as one of their Council 
and covenanted ſervants at their chief ſettlement of Fort St. George, on the. 
coalt of Choromandel in the Eaſt Indies, Now Tris INDENTURE WITNESSETH, 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings in compliance with a reſolution of a General 
Court of the ſaid United Company, and for and in conſideration of what he 
is or ſhall be intitled to receive from the ſaid Company, in reſpect of his faid 
ſervice, or in reſpect of any other ſtation, capacity, or employment, in which 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings may hereaiter be retained or employed by the 
ſaid United Company, or their Court of Directors, Dorn hereby for 
himſelf, his heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, covenant, promiſe, and 
agree to, and with the ſaid United Company, that he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſhall not, nor will at any time or times hereafter, during his being 

employed in the ſaid Company's ſervice, in any ſtation or capacity 8 5 
7 either 


„ 


either by himſelf or by any other perſon or perſons whomſoever, in truſt for 
him or tor his uſe, directly or indirectly, accept, take or receive, or agree to 
accept, take or receive any gift or grant of lands, or rents or revenues ifſuing 
out of lands, or any territorial poſſeſſion, juriſdiction, dominion, power or 
authority whatſoever, from any of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, 
or Nabobs, or any of their Miniſters, Servants, or Agents, for any ſervice 
or ſervices, or upon any atcount. or pretence whatſoever, without the licence 
or conſent of the Court of Directors for the time being of the ſaid United 
Company, ſignified under their hands; nor ſhall or will, at any time or times 
hereafter, during his being employed in the ſaid United Company's ſervice, 
in any ſtation or capacity whatſoever, either by himſelf or any other perſon o- 
perſons whomſoever, in truſt for him or for his uſe, directly or indirectly, acr 
cept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take or receive any gift, reward, 
gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenlation, in money, effects, jewels, 
or otherwiſe howſoever, from any of the Indian princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, 
or Nabobs, or any of their Miniſters, Servants, or Agents, exceeding the 
value of four thouſand rupees, for any ſervice or ſervices performed, or to be 
performed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in India, or upon any other account 
or pretence whatſoever, without the like licence or conſent of the ſaid Court 
of Directors of the ſaid United Company, ſignified as aforeſaid; nor any 
ſuch reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenſation, exceeding the 
value of one thouſand rupees, and under the value of four thouſand ru- 
pees, without the licence or conſent of the Preſident and Council for the 
time being of the preſidency or ſettlement where the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
mall be employed; and that he the faid Warren Haſtings ſhall and will 
convey, aſſign, and make over to the ſaid United Company, for their 
ſole and proper uſe and bentfit, all and every ſuch gifts or grants of lands, 
or rents or revenues iſſuing out of lands, or any ſuch territorial pol- _ 
ſeſſion, juriſdiction, dominion, power, or authority whatſoever; and alſo 
account for and pay to the ſaid United Company, for their ſole and proper 
uſe and ber efit, all and every ſuch gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, 
donations, or compenſations whatſoever, which, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of theſe preſents, ſhall come to the hands, poſſeſſion, or power of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, or any other perſon or perſons in truſt for him, or for his 
uſe as aforeſaid. IN WiTwess whereof, to one part of theſe indentures the. 
faid Warren | /aſtings hath ſet his hand and ſeal, and to the other part thereof 
the ſaid United Company have cauſed their common ſeal to be put, the day 
and year above written. 


WARREN HASTINGS. (L. S.) 


Sealed and delivered (being firſt duly tamped) 
in the preſence of 


Rv. HOLT, 
THO. PIKE. 


= 


THE: 
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THE preceding ſheets contain an account of every thing material to the 
elucidation of this ſubject, which appears upon the records of the proceedings 


in Bengal. It remains to ſhew the repreſentation made thereof by both 
parties to the Court of Directors. 705 | . 


Extract of the Majority s Minute, addreſſed to the Court of Directors, 
dated 16th May, 1775. PO 


The Begum is removed from her office of guardian to the Nabob; the 
charge againſt her is, for the embezzlement of a ſum of money, not leſs than 
10 lacks, in the adjuſtment of the Nabob's accounts with his houſehold. 
The diſcovery was unexpected: the original accounts of the Nizamut are 
ꝓroduced by a perſon lately in the Begum's ſervice : Mr. James Grant, the 
gentleman to whom they were communicated at Muxadavad, comes down 
to Calcutta, on purpoſe to lay the papers before the Board. The ſteps taken 

by us, in order to inveſtigate the truth of this diſcovery, appear fully on the 
records of the Secret Department. Whether the ſums ſuppoſed to be em- 
bezzled, belong to the Nabob, or to his creditors, or to the Company, can- 
not be yet aſcertained. They appear to have been received by the Begum, 
though not fairly accounted for by her. Her removal from all influence or 
authority, while the inquiry was depending, appeared to us indiſpenſably 
neceſſary. The natives of this country have neither virtue nor courage 
enough to ſtand forth as evidences againſt perſons actually high in power. 
This lady is no way related to the Nabob; nor can we perceive any juſt reaſon 
why ſhe ſhould ever have been appointed to be his guardian. Such an office, 
in our Opinion, ſhould never have been entruſted to a woman, particularly 
in this country, where every circumſtance contributes to make a woman 
incapable of executing it. The Nabob we hear is a young man of a moſt 
promiſing diſpoſition and character, though his education has been ſhamefully 
neglected, and little attention paid to the care of his morals. He is now of 
an age not to require much longer the ſuperintendance of a guardian; and the 
Expence of that office may be ſaved to the Company,” ; 


Extract of the Governor General's Addreſs to the Court of Directors, 
dated 18th May, 1775. 


< You will be informed by the general letter from the Secret Department, 
of the decree paſſed by the Majority on the gth inſtant, for diſmiſſing Munny 
Begum from her office of guardian to the Nabob, and from the charge of his 
| houſehold; and for conferring thoſe truſts on Rajah Goorda$ the ſon of 
Maharaja Nundcomar. Fa, | | 
A revolution ſo ſudden, ſo extraordinary, and ſo important in all its con- 
ſequences, required the moſt wary circumſpection in thoſe who projected it; 
and the moſt aſſured conviction both of its juſtice and neceſſity before they 
9 carried 
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carried it into execution. It will naturally be concluded, that they proceeded 
on ſome proofs, or ſtrong preſumption, that the Begum had diſſipated or 
embezzled the Nabob's eſtate, groſsly neglected his education, or engaged 
in projets which might injure the peace of the country, the Company's 
intereſts, or their connection with the Nabob; or at leaſt that ſhe had been 
concerned in diſputes with their Government, or encroachmehts on their 
Dewanny privileges. You will expect that in the proceedings againſt the 
Begum, the ſtricteſt regard will have been paid to her honour, and every 
ſcrupulous attention oblerved, which the delicacy of the Oriental manners 
| preſcribes with reſpect to her fex, and her rank and character particularly 

demand; and that in the choice of her ſucceſſor, due conſideration has been 
paid to the requiſites for ſo diſtinguiſhed a charge: that his rank is ſuch. 
as at leaſt may not wound the Nabob's honour, or leſſen his credit in the 

eſtimation of the people, by the magiſterial command which the new guar- 
dian muſt exerciſe over him: with abilities and vigour of mind equal to the 
ſupport of that authority: and the world will expect that the guardian be 
eſpecially qualified, by his own acquired endowments, to diſcharge the duties 
of that relation in the education of his young pupil, to inſpire him with 
ſentiments ſuitable to the dignity of his birth, and to inſtruct him in the 
principles of his religion. How far theſe points have been attended to by 
the majority in this tranſaction, will beſt appear from the following authen- 
tic detail of it. 3 5 5 188 

« On the 2d inſtant, General Clavering reported to the Board, that Mr. 
James Grant had obtained poſſeſſion of the accounts of the Nabob's houſe- 
hold for eight years paſt, and had brought them to Calcutta, with the 
perſon from whom he had received them, for the purpoſe of depoliting, 
them in the hands of Government, thinking them of great importance to 
the Company's intereſt, 

«© Mr James Grant was called before the Board, with his informant 
Nuned Roy, and delivered a parcel of papers, containing accounts, written 
in the Perſian language, which they ſaid were the accounts of the Ni- 
zamut; and would prove that Munny Begum, on her appointment to the 
management of the Nabob's houſhold, had overcharged nine lacks ſixty 
_ thouſand and odd rupees in the arrears then due to that office. This is the 
ſum of the information given by Mr. Grant and Nuned Roy, and was not. 
obtained from them without great difficulty, and many repeated interroga- 
tories. Their examination merits your attention, 

« On the 5th, Mr. Grant was again called before the Board, and ex- 
plained the above charge in the following words: I venture to ſay, that. 
« from the accounts in my poſſeſſion, and other corroborating circumſtan- 
« ces, the ſum of nine lacks and ſixty- ſeven thouſand rupees-and.odd, could. 
e be proved to be due from the houſhold, on account of the advance of 
« the twenty lack, twenty-five thouſand and fifty-two rupees, paid for ar- 
% rears.” That is, as I ſuppoſe, (for I do not think he has yet made his. 
meaning ſufficiently apparent,) of 20,2 5,052 rupees, which were paid here in 

| account 
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account by the Company for the Nabob's ſtipend, the Begum had diſ- 
burſed no more than 10,48,000, and had defrauded either the ſervants of 
the houſhold, or the Nabob of the remainder, 
« To prove this, Mr. Grant propoled that he might have authority granted 
p kim, aſſiſted by Nuned Roy, to examine all accounts and officers of the 
_ Nizamut, | 
„On the gth, Mr. Grant produced an Engliſh abſtract of the ſame ac- 
count, and expreſſed a doubt, whether a further ſum of 269,563 15 would 
not appear on inveſtigation to have been unaccounted for by the Begum. 


On theſe grounds the following motions. were n made, and 
carried by the majority: 


Motion by Ge- 
ne:al Clavering. 


« I move, &c. Vide the motion in page 77. 


Mr, Francis 46 1 move, &c. Vide the motion in page 79. 


_ Motion, 


Mr. Monſou's * I move that the Nabob's perſon and houſhold be defiverett to the care 
Mages. « of the preſent Dewan Rajah Goordaſs, until further orders,” 
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"FD theſe denne I objected, and proteſted againſt the firſt and the 
laſt, 

Ni The next day Mr. Goring applied to the Board for an authority to 
remove Munny Begum from the Kella, or the Nabob's palace, to a houfe 
formerly belonging to the Nabob Meer Jaffier, which is ſituated at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from it in the city; and to ſeparate from her councils ſuch- 
perſons as he ſhould find endeavouring to throw obſtacles in the way of 
his enquiries, and either to fend them ro Calcutta, or keep them in con- 
finement, until his reſearches were compleated.“ 

% To theſe propoſitions the Board agreed; I objected and proteſted. 
„Thus on a vague unſupported charge, which even if proved as to the 
fact, will require other proots to fix upon it the charge of criminality, 
Manny Begum, the firſt woman of theſe provinces, has been diſmiſſed from 

the offices which ſhe held by a ſolemn act of your Government, confirmed b 
vour fulleſt approbation, and is now expoled to be ignominiouſly excluded 
irom her houſe, and the p:occetion of her family, at the diſcretion of Mr. 
Goring, who has never yet atiorded proof, either of that judgment or integrity 
which would qualily him for {v uncommoen a tut; and ths Nabob's perſon, 
houſehold, ai:d education, committed to the charge of Rajah Goordaſs, who 
was lately her ſervant, a young man of mean abilities, a Gentoo, and the 
ton of Maharajah Nundcomar. 

Whatever oſtenſible colour may be given to this violent meaſure, it is 
evidently connected with the object Which has been invariably purſued by the 
majority, of eradicating my authority, and ſo well calculated to ſupport the 
influence of their creature Nundcomar, and deter witneſſes from appearing 
againſt him, that J make no ſcruple to > aflert my belief, that theſe are the 


real 


N 
+ 
-% 
"> 
3 
9 
"= 
2 
{IN 
\ 
is 
H ; * 
— 
8 
A 
i 
5 
8 
44 dy 
2 
A 
__ 
3 
mo 
rg 
3 
. 438 * 


nf 
2 


3 


, 6 

GCGWWWWWWWWWG Taba 
S FAULT CIS 3 orrg 0s 16” 
Ea es tes 


ſovereignty of theſe provinces. 
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real motives of the difgrace of Munny Begum, and the unmerited elevation 
of © x Goordaſls. | 


« Jt is unneceffary to offer proofs at this time of the determined deſign 


of the majority to deſtroy my authority. Nothing was wanting to complete 
it, but to repeal the firſt meaſure of my Government, which was underitogd 
to have taken place under your expreſs authority, and was conſpicuous to the 


view of all the inhabitants of the two provinces. 
For proofs of the laſt motive aſſigned for this tranſaction, I appeal to the 
whole tenor of the public conduct obſerved by theſe gentlemen towards 
Nundcomar. 2; 35 
« They never afforded him the lighteſt countenance till he became my 
oftenſible accuſer, from that time he has poſſeſſed every external mark of 
their favour: : | 
On the 19th of April, Nundcomar was examined by the judges of the 


Supreme Court, on a charge of a conſpiracy againſt myſelf and others, the 


principal members of your preſent and late adminiſtration ;, and the judges de- 
clared, there was matter fufficient for a proſecution : on the day following, 


the gentlemen of the majority honoured Nundcomar with a public viſit. 


Their motive for this cannot be miſunderſtood, and could be no other than 
that of ſuſtaining the credit of Nundcomar, againſt the effects of a criminal 


arraignment; thereby proclaiming their patronage and ſupport of him at a 


ſeaſon, and on an occaſion, in which, of all others, it will be generally. 
thought, that they ought to have avoided every appearance of a connection 
« On the 6th of this month, Nundcomar was committed to jail, in order 
to undergo a trial at the next Aſſizes, for a charge of forgery which was 
exhibited againſt him by Mohun Perſand, a merchant of this ſettlement. 
On the gth, the gentlemen of the majority paſſed the act already mentioned 
in favour of his ſon, which elevated him to a. rank ſcarcely inferior to the 


For further proofs of their attachment to Nundcomar, of the temper. 


with which they have endeavoured to ſupport him, and even to conteſt the 


powers of judicature in his favour, 'I beg leave to refer to the Conſultations 
of the 20th and 24th of April, and the 8th of May, in the Secret Depart- 


ment, the poſtſcript to the general letter from that department, and the in- 
cloſures to which it alludes,” 95 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to the Court of Directors, 
dated 31ft Fuly 1775. 1 5 
The Begum, ſince her diſgrace, has been added to the liſt of my ac. 


cuſers. The manner in which this extraordinary manceuvre was effected, 


will be too plainly ſuggeſted, even by the facts which appear in the abrupt 
and myſterious relation of it by Mr. Goring. 


U | « Mr. 


E 


Mr. Goring was deputed by the Board to diveſt the Begum of her 


authority, to place - it in the hands of the ſon of Nundcomar, to receive 


from the Begum the accounts of the Nabob's expences, and to deliver 


them to the gentlemen who were at the ſame time appointed to examine, and 


report them to the Board. What private inſtructions he received I know ] Z 


not; but one of his firſt acts of authority, (after having taken care to im- 
preſs the Begum with a proper idea of the extent of his power over her own 
perſon, by appriſing her of the order of the Board for her removal from the 


palace to a remote houſe in the city, and that the execution of this order 


depended ſolely upon his option,) was to impriſon Akbar Ally Khän, her 
chief eunuch and confidential ſervant, on the complaint of one of the ſervants 
of the houſhold, reſpecting a private grievance totally foreign from the de- 
clared purpoſe of Mr. Goring's commiſſion. By this ſpecies of torture, in- 
flicted on the mind of a weak woman, who had hitherto been accuſtomed to 
the gentleſt treatment and moſt reſpectful addreſs, from all perſons of what 
rank ſoever who approached her, ſhe was compelled to deliver a paper to 
Mr. Goring, containing an account of two ſums charged to have been 


paid to Mr. Middleton and myſelf, each amounting to 150,c00 rupees. 
Akbar Ally was, in conſequence, immediately releaſed from impriſonment, 


and the Begum permitted to continue in poſſeſſion of her own apartments. 


elt is remarkable, that even the obvious ,precaution of introducing this 


ſtrange production, with ſome circumſtances which might mark it as the 


voluntary act of the Begum, was totally diſregarded ; and the Begum, a 


woman of the firſt rank in the province, made abruptly to preſent a formal 


accuſation againſt the firſt member of the preſent, and the two firſt members 


of the laſt adminiſtration, with the gloomy ſilence of a common mercenary 
informer. OE | 
« The following Extracts will ſerve as a ſpecimen of the oppreſſion exer- 
ciſed on the Begum and her officers; the mode choſen by Mr. Goring for 
eluding the appeals, which ſhe might be provoked to make to the Supreme 
Court of Juſtice; and the deriſion with which this infolent young man has 
declared to treat her feelings, even in a letter written by him to the Council. 


The extracts here ſtated are, 


From Mr. Goring's letter of 17th May 1775, printed in page 91. 


beginning at * On the Munny Begum's hearing, &c. . 

From Mr. Goring's letter of 5th June, printed in page 125, the laſt 
paragraph. 

From Nuned Roy's letter of 24th July, printed in page 132.— beginning 
at the words, On the 2d of ihe ſame month, Cc. 2 


« Mr, Goring {till continues at the city, notwithſtanding the oſtenſible pur- 
poſes of his commiſſion are, or ought to have been long ago concluded, re- 


taining the Begum in the moſt abſolute ſtate of dependance, and perſiſting in 
his endeavours to extort from her, further accuſations; ſometimes practiſing on 


her 
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7 1 
her fears by threats ; at others, tempting her by promiſes of reſtoring her for- 
mer authority. This I learn from private information; but I do not think it 
ſafe to divulge my authority, you will judge of the probability of it from the 
facts avowed by Mr. Goring in his letters, and from the general tenor of his 


commiſſion, This treatment of the Begum has hitherto produced no other 
effect than to irritate her to ſhort guſts of anger, and ineffectual reſolutions to 


come down to Calcutta for an aſylum againſt a tyranny, which ſhe could no 
longer ſubmit to. 


„Such is the ſtate of the perſon, whom your former adminiſtration 


thought worthy of being placed in the firſt office of dignity in theſe provinces, 
and whom your ſubſequent commands have ſince confirmed in that truſt, 
with expreſſions of your fulleſt approbation, and even the moſt honourable 


teſtimonies of your applauſe, beſtowed on myſelf, for the part which T had 
in the plan and conduct of this tranſaction. . e ang 

As your curioſity may be excited to read at large the proceedings on the 
diſmiſſion and ſublequent treatment of Munny Begum, and the other matters 
produced from both, I beg leave to recommend to your peruſal the following 


conſultations of the Secret Department in which they will be found, viz. 
iſt, 5th, gth, 10th, and 25th May, 8th and 12th June, and 24th July ||. 


Extract of the Majority's Minute, addreſſed to the Court of Directors, 


dated 3d Auguſt 1775. 


% By an account current between the Company and the Nabob Mobarek 
ul Dowla, made up by Mr. Crofts *, to the end of February laſt, it appeared 
that there was a balance then due to him, on account of his Penſion, of Sicca 
rupees 7,64,958 F. As his affairs have been left in the utmoſt confuſion by 
the Begum, and very conſiderable debts are due from him to the ſervants of 


the Houſehold, Seapoys, and others, we were in hopes that, by a juſt and 


careful application of the above balance, the moſt urgent of his creditors, 
who are in great diſtreſs, and of courſe very clamorous, might have been 
paid, and the Nabob himſelf relieved from a variety of preſling difficulties, 
in which the embezzlement, or miſmanagement of his ſtipend, had involved 
him, — On a more minute inquiry, however, into the ſtate of his accounts 
with the Company, we diſcovered with equal ſurprize and concern, that a 


material error had taken place in adjuſting thoſe accounts; in conſequence 
of which, inſtead of having a balance due to him, at the end of February laſt, 
he has been actually overpaid. In conformity to the expreſs order of the Court 


of Directors, dated the 10th of April 1771, the reduction of his ſtipend, from 
31 lacks, 81,860 rupees to 16 lacks, was to take place on the 2 1ſt of January 


| Y7ge all thoſe conſultations which are before ftated. 
* Vide the account in page 105, 


+ Balance about g0,coo J. ſterling, in favour of the Nabob. 


U 2 gin 1772, 
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1772, and the remainder ordered to be appropriated to the payment of debts 
and other ſervices, Yet it appears, that the whole ſtipend, according to 
the higher eſtabliſhment, was iſſued to him up to the end of the year 1772 T.— 
This error, which the Governor General admits to be a very material one, 
and ſays mult be rectified, in fact creates an over-payment, or balance againſt 
the Nabob of 7, 30, 225 Sicca rupees; and being long ſince ſquandered 
away, or embezzled, cannot, in our opinion, ever be recovered, It will, 
as we preſume, appear the more remarkable to the Court of Directors, when 
they obſerve, that although the Nabob is credited for his whole ſtipend for 
the year 1772, yet the ſinking fund 1s credited in the firſt article, with the ſum 
of 24 lacks, 12,333 rupees, which includes the ſavings ſuppoſed to ariſe in that 


year, by the reduction of the Nabob's ſtipend. In what manner ſuch large 


ſums have been applied, while the debts of the Nabob have been ſuffered to 
accumulate, and he himſelf kept in a diſgraceful ſtate of indigence, can only, 
for the preſent, be matter of conjecture, . 


d The examination, which we have ordered to be made into the accounts 
of the Nizamut, will, we hope, throw ſome ſatisfactory light upon the ſub- 


ject. In the mean time we can, on the authority of ſome accounts ſent to Mr. 
Haſtings by the Begum herſelf, inform the Court of Directors, that there has 


been an exceeding in the Nabob's expences of above nine lack and a half * 
beyond his allowance.  _ 1 | | 


« The Begum of her own accord has ſent down a declaration of her 
having given the Governor General a lack and a half of rupees; which ſhe 
adheres to, and confirms, in the anſwers to certain queſtions put to her on 
this ſubje& by the Governor's deſire. The above is the ſum mentioned in her 
letter to Rajah Nundcomar, which he laid before the Board, and probably is 
the fame. The Court of Directors will judge how far the eſtabliſhment of 


this part of his charge againſt the Governor, confirms the probability of the 


remainder.” 


« The turn which has been given to a viſit we thought fit to pay Maharaja 


Nundcomar, ſome time ago, and the invidious colours induftriouſly thrown 
upon an action, indifferent in itſelf, and for which at all events we do not 


deem ourſelves accountable, makes it neceſſary for us to obviate any miſ- 
repreſentation of the fact, by ſtating it as it happened. The Rajah was 


ſummoned to attend a meeting of the Judges, on Thurſday the 2oth of April 


laſt, when he and Mr. Fowke underwent an examination of ſeveral hours, 


upon a charge of a conſpiracy againſt the Governor General and others. Ir 
appeared to us, that the evidence ex parte againſt them, could not have been 
very ſtrong or concluſive, ſince they were not held to bail; and the 
gentlemen, againſt whom they were ſuppoſed to have conſpired, had four 
days allowed them to conſider whether they would proſecute or not. Our 


viſit to Nundcomar took place the day after the examination, We had rea- 


t Viae the ſame account in Page 105, 
Balance about 90, oo0 l. ſterling againſt the Nabob, 
Rupees 9, 02, 371. 
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ſon to think, that the charge he produced againſt the Governor General, had 
made him an object of perſecution.—We had a right to preſume that he was 
innocent; and conſidering the high rank and influence of his proſecutors, 
we thought it incumbent on us to give a public demonſtration of our opinion 
that he was ſo. In other reſpects, there was nothing like parade or often- 
tation in the circumſtances of our viſit, which laſted about ten minutes. 
The compliment, from our ſtation, was no greater than his rank in this 


country might at any time have entitled him to. The criminal charge, of 


which he was ſince found guilty, had not at that time been produced, 


Extract of the Majority's Minute, addrefſed to the Court of Directors, 
Aated 15th September 1775. Wes 


| «Tn anſwer to every thing the Governor General has ſaid upon the ſubject 
of the diſmiſſion of Munny Begum, we content ourſelyes with abſerving, 
that it was not an operation of ſuch mighty and pompous importance as 2 


makes it. She is not the Nabob's mother; ſhe is not by birth a woman of 


any rank; but originally, as we are informed, a ſlave, and a dancing girl. 
We conſider her merely as an inſtrument in the Governor's hand, to diſ- 
poſe of the Nabob's revenue as he ab hp think proper. His committing the 

| woman, as he calls her, in another 
place, is not to be accounted for on any other principle. In this country 
{till more than in any other, a woman is particularly diſqualified for ſuch an 
office. We affirm alſo, that her appointment was in direct oppoſition to 


the orders of the Court of Directors, contained in their letter of the 5th of 


Auguſt 1771 3 they order the Governor and Council to ſubſtitute ſome per- 


ſon, in the place of Mahomed Reza Cawn, who might be well qualified for 
the affairs of Government, and to recommend him to the Nabob, to be Mi- 


niſter of the Government, and Guardian of the Nabob's minority. Inſtead of 
obeying theſe judicious orders Mr, Haſtings and his Council divided the 
office, and the ſalary annexed to it, among three Perſons. The firſt a 
weak woman, incapable in this country, of any a&ive employment. We 
believe that there never was an inſtance in India of ſuch a truſt ſo diſpoſed 


of. The ſecond, Rajah Goordaſs, whom Mr. Haſtings now calls a young man 
of mean abilities, a Gentoo, and the ſon of Rajah Nundcomar ; the third, Raja 


Bullub, whole youth and inexperience evidently made it impoſſible that he 
ſhould be fir for ſuch an office as that of Roy Royan. In the hands of the 
Governor General, he may be a convenient inſtrument, By chis flate of the 
whole tranſaction, it appears that the firſt meaſure of Mr. Haſtings's 
government was a direct diſobedience of the Company's orders. 3 

„Our appointment of Rajah Goordaſs was temporary. We had no 
choice, but between him and the Nabob's mother. As for Munny Begum, 
the preſent diſtreſs of the Nabob and his family, the clamours of his credi- 
tors, the mean and diſhonourable ſtate in which he was kept, ſufficiently 


6 ſhow, 


1 150 J 


ſhow, what care ſhe took of his revenues, and in what manner they were diſpoſed 
of: her care of his education ſtands much upon the ſame footing. While ſhe 
was deſtroying his fortune, it is not likely that ſhe ſhould attend to the 
cultivation of his mind; nor do we conceive it poſſible, that ſhe could be 
qualified for ſuch a truſt. The accounts brought down by Mr. James Grant, 
are under examination. The overpayment of near fourteen lack, on account 
of the Nabob's penſion in the year 1772, is admitted by Mr. Haſtings, as a 
material error. The Nabob's preſent debts, contracted during the guardian- 
ſhip of the Begum, are ſuppoſed to amount to nine lack. If any regard 
had been paid to the Company's orders of Auguſt 1771, which direct, that 
the Miniſter at the Durbar ſhould deliver annually to the Board, a regular 
and exact account of the application of the ſeveral ſums paid by the Company 
to the Nabob, ſuch waſte and embezzlement could not have happened; but 
on the other hand, ſome gentlemen, who appear to have profited by the 
Begum's bounty, would have been precluded from one of the principal 
ſources of their emoluments. 85 5 
. We now proceed ta the Governor's minute, of the zoth July. He aſſerts, 
That the Begum was compelled to deliver a paper to Mr. Goring, containing 
an account of two ſums of a lack and a half each, given to Mr. Middleton 
and the Governor, We pay no regard to that private information, from 
which the Governor collects his accounts of Mr. Goring's ſuppoſed ill treat- 
ment of the Begum. We do not believe, that any compulſion was uſed with 
her, to induce her to make this diſcovery ; if there was, let him prove it. — 
The Court of Directors will ſee, that, on her mentioning an intention to 3 
come to Calcutta, ſhe had immediate permiſſion given her to remove to this = 
town, or to any other part of the provinces, We confeſs, it appears very 
extraordinary, that Mr. Haltings ſhould employ ſo much time and labour, to 
ſhew, that the dilcoveries againſt him have been obtained by improper means, 
but that he ſhould take no ſtep whatſoever to invalidate the truth of them, 
He does not deny the receipt of the money. The Begum's anſwers to the 
queſtions, put to her at his own deſire, make it impoſſible that he ſhould 
deny it. It ſeems, he has formed ſome plan of defence againſt this and 
ſimilar charges, which he thinks will avail him in a court of juſtice, and which 
it would be imprudent in him to anticipate at this time. If he has not 
received the money, we ſee no reaſon for ſuch a guarded and cautious method 
of proceeding. An innocent man would take a ſhorter and eaſier courſe, 
He would voluntarily exculpate himſelf by his oath. | 
Par. 2: „The Governor quotes part of a letter from Nuned Roy. If he had 
given the whole of it, the Court of Directors would ſee that it contains an 
account of ſeven lacks of rupees, diſtributed among gentlemen in the Com- 
pany's ſervice, out of the Nabob's treaſury. . 
8 The Governor's pathetic repreſentation of the tyranny exerciſed by Mr. 
Goring over the Begum, the Nabob, and their ſervants, has not a fingle 
fact, or proof, to ſupport it. Suppoſing the neceſſity of diſmiſſing the 
Begum, of which we are every day more and more convinced, we — 
b 5 | OW 
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how ſuch a meaſure could be conducted with greater mildneſs and moderation. 
The remainder of the Governor's minute is in the ſame ſtile of declamation. 
We have made no authoritative demands on the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture, nor propoſed any enſnaring queſtions to them; neither have we re- 
duced the Nabob and his houſhold to a ſtate of ſervitude: on the con- 
trary, we have relieved him from the vileſt dependance upon the caprices 


of a woman who waſted his fortune, neglected his education, and denied 


him not only every indulgence, but even the common neceſſaries to ſupport 
an appearance equal to his rank.“ | 


To this laſt minute of the majority, which goes to a great number of 
other ſubjects, the Governor General has replied by another minute, in 
which he enters into his defence, paragraph by paragraph. To the 14th, 
15th, 2oth, 21ſt, and 29th 5 above quoted, he anſwers in the 

e require no reply“? 
Upon this evidence, therefore, he deliberately reſts this part of his cauſe 
with the Court of Directors. FW 12 9 8 
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STATE of the CHARGE brought by the 


RANNY of Burdwan. 


N the month of May 1750, Tilluck Chund Raja of Burdwan died, leay- 
ing his ſon and ſucceſſor, Tage Chund, an infant of about ſeven or eight 
ears old. 8 5 
? The Preſident * and Council confirmed the ſon in the Zemindary, and 
appointed the Ranny his mother to be guardian, allowing the ſon a ſtipend 
of 20,000 rupees (or about 25001. Sterling) per month, of which 40co ru- 
pees per month were to be paid to the Ranny for neceſſary expences, and 
the ſurplus was to be depoſited till her ſon ſhould come of age. 


On the 27th of December 1774, the Ranny preſented a petition to the 


Governor General and Council, as follows : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Governor General, and Superior 
Council, 
Gentlemen, 


« The anceſtors of my huſband Marajah + Tillook Chund have, from Revenue conf 
time immemorial, enjoyed the Zemindarry of the Burdwan diſtrict, which tations the oth 


has been ſucceſſively confined to them under every Government through 
which this country has paſſed. - In the Bengal year 1174, Marajah Tillook 
Chund died, and left his infant ſon, Marajah Tage Chund, his heir and 
ſucceſſor ; appointing Lalla Omichund guardian to his ſon, and ſole admi- 
ſtrator of his affairs. Upon my huſband's death, I ſent Birje Þ Kiſhore to 


Calcutta, to ſolicit from the Governor and Council a confirmation of my 


ſon Marajah Tage Chund's ſucceſſion to the Zemindarry, which the Gover- 
nor and Council were pleaſed to grant. Bridjoo Kiſhore had received, upon 
his departure, from the officers of my houſehold, a quantity of gold, jewels, 


and other valuables; theſe he unjuſtly appropriated to his own ule; and b 


a diſtribution of them in the Durbar, obtained for himſelf the office of 


* Mr, Cartier. | 
+ Maha Rajah means The Great Rajah, of which title Marajah is an abbreviation, 
7 la other places called Bridjoo Kithore, * B.rgo Kilhwer, 


December, 1774. 


Duane 


#3 


63 134) 


Duan “. As my huſband had appointed Lalla Omichund, who was a rela- 
tion and faithful friend to the family, ſole adminiſtrator of his affairs, and 
guardian to his ſon, I did not think proper to confirm Birje Kiſhore in the 
office of Dewan ; from which I accordingly diſmiſſed him. Mr. John Gra- 
ham was at that time Chief of the Burdwan Diſtrict, and Birje Kiſhore hav- 
ing obtained that Gentleman's friendſhip and protection, forcibly retained 
poſſeſſion of the Dewanny, and tranſacted the buſineſs of the Zemindarry. 
In this, being unable to reſiſt, T was forced to acquieſce. Some time after I 
applied to Birje Kiſhore for an explanation of the ſtate of the Zemindarry; 
but having entered into a fraudulent confederacy with Ram Kaurit Roy, 
Gocul Majendar, Kiſhen Praun Mitter, and Gowry Churn Mullick Vakee), 
perſons in principal employments of the Zemindarry, and theſe having all 
bound themſelves in this aſſociation by a ſolemn oath, Birje Kiſhore abſo- 
lutely refuſed to give any account of the Zemindarry. I repreſented my 


* 


ſituation in an application to the Governor and Council, and they were 


pleaſed to ſummon Birje Kiſhore to appear before them. Birje Kiſhore was 
upen this much alarmed, and wrote an account of the affair to Mr. Graham 


at Moorſhedabad. He then went to Calcutta with Kiſhen Praun, and Go- 


cul Majendar, and I ſent Lalla Omichund on my part. In-conſequeiice of 
Birje Kiſhore's letter, Mr. Graham came to Calcutta, and having exerted 
his utmoſt influence amongſt the Gentlemen of Council in ſupport of Birje 
Kiſhore, he obtained his confirmation in the Dewanny, | 

« My ſon's ſeal was in my own poſſeſſion ny affixed it to no paper 
without firſt peruſing it, Bitje endeavoured, by every method, to get it 
into his own hands; which I conſtantly perſiſted in refuſing him. Upon 
this, in the Bengal year 1179, Birje Kiſhore having prevailed upon Mr. J. 
Graham to come to Burdwan, took from me my ſon Tage Chund, then 
about nine years of age, and confined him in a ſeparate place under a guard, 
In this ſituation, through affliction and apprehenſion, having remained more 


than ſeven days without ſuſtenance, to the abſolute endangering my life, 
and finding no reſource, I gave up the ſeal. Having now the ſeal in his 


poſſeſſion, Birje Kiſhore appropriated to himſelf, and diſtributed amongſt 
his partizans, large quantities of land, under the title of Charity Lands, to 
the great prejudice of Government, as a conſiderable revenue was before 
collected from them. Theſe alienations ſtrike at the very root of the Ze- 
mindarry; and indeed the conduct of Birje Kiſhore, as a ſervant, is totally 
unprecedented ; as every action of his tends to the entire ſubverſion of my 
family. The Governor and Council were pleaſed to allow my fon a ſalary 
of rupees 20,c00 per'month (or 2,40,000 per Annum) to be paid from the 
Revenues of the Burdwan diſtrict: and further ordered, that out of this 
ſum 4000 rupees per month ſhould be allowed me for my neceſſary ex- 
pences; and that the-remainder ſhould be depoſited in ſpecie till my fot 
ihould be of age. The ſurplus of this ſalary for fix-years, from 1175 to 


* Tresſurer. lt | 
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11$1, Which ſhould: have been depoſited according to the order of Council, 
Birje Kiſhore, in conjunction with Mr. John Graham, has embezzled. Birje 
Kiſhore has laviſhed the whole wealth of my family in ſupporting his intereſt 
with Mr. Graham; and by the influence he has thus gained, has prevailed 
upon that Gentleman to execute every ſeverity and injuſtice upon me which 


_ himſelf has iniquitouſly ſuggeſted. I requeſt therefore, that for theſe ſe- 


veral offences, Birje Kiſhore may be diſcharged from the office of Dewan, 
and Kiſhen Praun Mitter, the only ſurvivor of his aſſociates, from any em- 
ployment in the Zemindarry, and that honeſt and upright men may be 
appointed in their room; and as Marajah Tillook Chund's penalty bond, 
by which he engages to make good all deficiencies in the revenue, is in the 
Company's poſſeſſion, by which I conſider myſelf as bound likewiſe, I re- 
queſt that Birje Kiſhore may be compelled to lay before me for inſpection 
the accounts of the Zemindarry, that the lands he has given away may 
again become liable to collection; and I engage to give a ſatisfactory ac- 
count to Goyernment of the whole Zemindarry : and it 1s my further requeſt, 
that Birje Kiſhore give account of the family wealth of which he has em- 
bezzled to a large amount. e 3 ͤ ol 
„I have no relation with me but my ſon, and when I reflect upon the 
enormities which have been committed in this city of Burdwan (one inſtance 


of which was Juggut Roy, the anceſtor of my ſon, who was here treache- 


rouſly murdered) and that the iniquities of Birje Kiſhore, who is my in- 
veterate enemy, have already exceeded all example, I cannot but be under 


ſtrong apprehenſions of the further advances he may make to ſtill greater 


crimes ; it is therefore my requeſt that my ſon and I may be permited to 
remove to Calcutta, and that an order may be ſent to the Engliſh Chief re- 
ſiding here, for that purpoſe, without which J ſhall not be allowed to depart 
from this place. | | 

27th December, 1774. | lam, &c.” 


Reſolved, That copies of the foregoing petition be ſent to Mr. Graham 
and the Dewan Bridjoo Kiſhore, DE | | 
| Ordered, That the proceedings on this ſubje& in the time of Mr. Cartier's 
Government, the proceedings in 1772, and the laſt year, be procured by 
the Secretary for the peruſal of the Members of the Board. 
The honourable Mr. Monſon propoſes, ** that a letter be written to the 
Chief and Council of Burdwan, directing them to acquaint the Ranny, that 
ſhe has the permiſſion of this Board to proceed to Calcutta with her ſon; 
and that a ſafe-condutct be allotted her and her ſon, and that ſuch honours 
be paid to her and her ſon as are due to their rank.” 

Mr. Francis, © I agree to it.“ 1 
Mr. Barwell, ** I muſt object to it; becauſe I don't think the Ranny's 
preſence at all neceſſary, ſuppoſing ſhe has any new caſe of grievance to lay 
before the Board. The matters repreſented in the body of her petition have 
already, if I am not miſtaken, been canvaſſed at three different times in two 
„„ adminiſtrations. 


( 156 ) 


adminiſtrations, The proceedings are very voluminous, and engaged the 


attention of the former adminiſtrations fer ſix months. On theſe proceed- 
ings it appears, that the propoſition now made to the Board is diametrically 
oppoſite to the repeated acts of paſt Governments; conſequently, ſhould I 


acquieſce in it, or ſhould it be carried by a majority of the Members, it wilt 
convey to the ideas of thoſe people that theſe acts are repealed, that the ſon 


of Rajah Tillook Chund is again put under the authority of the Ranny, 
and that the honours and countenance ſhewn to her is a declared intimation 
from this Government that other meaſures are adopted. Theſe ideas will in 
all probability fix the ſentiments, that upon this change of Government 
former deciſions are to be entirely ſet aſide; and of courſe burthen our pro- 
ceedings with every matter of the paſt adminiſtrations for a repeal. It will 
naturally have an effect on the revenues of the country; becauſe: on a ſu 
poſition of the fall of acting authority, it will make the people keep back 
their rents, and it will alarm all degrees of the natives by inſtilling into their 
minds that they have no ſecurity from deciſions paſt by any former adminiſtra- 
tions or courts of judicature, On theſe grounds it is, I give my negative.” 
General Clavering. The queſtion before us being ſimply, Whether we 


grant permiſſion or not to the petitioner to come to Calcutta, ſeems to me, 


that by refuſing her that permiſſion, we ſhould deprive her of a right which 


is inherent in every ſubject, unleſs they have committed ſome crime which 


requires that that perſon ſhould be reſtrained, or that they are in a ſtate of 
inſanity ; and as neither of theſe reaſons are yet alleged for confining her, I 


muſt agree to the propolition that ſhe and her ſon have liberty to come to 


Calcuna,” =: 

Governor General, * I object to the anon) becauſe 1t cannot poſſibly 
be attended with any advantage to the proſecution of any inquiry which the 
Board may chule to make into the charges inſerted in the Ranny's petition z 
and becauſe it can only ſerve to diſturb the peace and quiet of the lettle- 


ment by admitting a violent woman into it, to excite factions among the 


Banyans and dependants of every perſon of power or ſuppoſed influence. 
] object to her bringing her ſon with her, becauſe by a ſolemn and repeated 
act of Government the charge of her ſon has been taken from her and com- 
mitted to proper guardians, both for the benefit of his education, and to 
deſtroy the influence which ſhe poſſeſſed with his perſon. This act cannot 


be regularly repealed but by an expreſs act of the Adminiſtration paſſed for 


that purpoſe, and any reſolution taken in breach of it muſt be publickly 
conſide red as an indignity offered to the laſt Government by ſuch a ſlight 
paſſed on its decrees. I particularly object to the Rajah's being brought in 
any manner to Calcutta, becauſe it will occaſion alarms in the country de- 


trimental to the collections. | Rr 
„ The majority of the Board agree to the propoſition. 


„% 'The Governor General begs leave, for the ſake of conſiſtency, to re- 


mind the Board, that they are aſſembled on ſpecial buſineſs, of which the 
9 RE Queſtion 


83 


e 


7 
5 
. 
2 
x: 
- 
by 
5 
1 
TN 
*X< 
ted 
* 
2 
2 
5 
485 
* 
rt 
SH, 
8 
5 5 
mg 
7+, 
Xo 
70 
22 
US. 
LEW 
pe b, 
. 
iv 
oy 05 
ns 
528 
1 
> 
Opt 
8 
Py 
+ 304 
„ 
ee, 
x Eb 
8 
28 * . 
6-7" 
We 
- 28 
9 
IT 
* ” 
* 
Sh 
"he 
1 
* 
* 
n 


( 157 ) 


N. before them is no part, and to enter his objections to any farther 
ſu 


penſion of the buſineſs for which they are ſpecially met. 
The houourable Mr. Monſon propoſes, ** that an order be ſent to the 


Chief of Burdwan for Bridjoo Kiſhore and Kiſhen Praun Metre to repair 


forthwith to Calcutta, to anſwer the charge exhibited againſt them by the 


 Ranny, and that another Duan and Guardian be immediately appointed in 


their room.” 

Mr. Francis. I think it very neceſſary.” 

Mr. Barwell. I think it very improper, that you ſhould firſt puniſh = 
man by depriving him of his honours and employments, and by ſuch a de- 
ciſive act uſing influence upon his fears, and promulgating, through the 
whole Province, a ſuperceſſion of former Adminiſtrations ; and this without 
any new lights before the Board, than what they have already upon the old 
proceedings, or any proof of malverſations attributed to Bridjoo Kiſhore ; but 


of thoſe he formerly acquitted himſelf. If it is ſufficient to remove a miniſter” 


of the Government from his office and employments, upon a complaint, 
without ere e. the foundation of it, no man in public employ can 
be ſafe an hour; for this precedent eſtabliſhes, that whenevera repreſentation, 
whether true or falſe, be made, he muſt ſuffer; ; the previous act to any en- 
quiry being his removal.” 

General Clavering. I agree to the oiopoſition” 

Governor General. I object to the queſtion.” 

The propoſition being agreed to by the majority, the General propoſes 
Lalla Coſhall Chund to be temporary Duan, aud Roopnarain Chowdry 
Paiſhcar *, and both of them guardians to the ſon. He has named theſe; 


but if any objections are ſtarted to them, he is ready to withdraw his pro- 


poſition. 


Mr. Francis. I can have no objection to the temporary appointment 
of theſe perſons to the reſpective offices propoſed by General Clavering.“ 

Mr. Barwell, I could wiſh to know upon what ground theſe prope 
are named by the General,” 
| The General anſwers, At the recommendation of the Ranny. 

Mr. Barwell. „] object to them, becauſe I do not. think the Board 
ſhould give any authority of this nature, without the characters of theſe 
people being well eſtabliſhed, They were in direct competition with Bridjoo- 
Kiſhore for this office formerly, and rejected: the advancing them now 
will appear, among the different claſſes of people, as if the Government 
took an abſolute part againſt Bridjoo Kiſhore. Beſides, if I am not miſ- 
taken, Roopnarain Chowdry is a man of infamous character, and Lalla 
Coſhall Chund a ſecret agent in promoting her forbidden pleaſures,” _ 

The Honcurable Mr. Manſon. „] am for the perſons named by the Ge- 
neral, not knowing any poſitive exceptions to their characters. : | 


* Accomptant. 


5 i The 
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The Governor General. © have objected to the preceding g que efifon; an 
involving the condemnation of a man in high truſt unheard. I object to 
the preſe ent, as propoſing the appointment of perſons to high 2 un- 
known.“ 

The propoſition being agreed to by the majority, be That the fol- 
lowing letter be written to the Chief, c. Provincial Council of Burdwan. 


To Mr. Edward be Chie/, &c. Provinital Council of Re- 
venue at Burdauan. 
« Gentlemen, | | 
« We deſire you will acquaint the Ranny, that ſhe has the permiſſion ot 
this Board to proceed to Calcutta with her ſon; and we direct that a ſafe- 
conduct be allotted to her and her ſon, and that ſuch honours be paid to 
them as are due to their rank. 
«© We have further to inform you of our r-havieg appointed Lalla Coſhall 
Chund to be the temporary Duan, and joint guardian of the Rajah, in the 
room of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, whom we have directed your Chiet to ſend to 
the Preſidency. We have alſo appointed Roopnarain Chowdry Paiſhcar 
and joint guardian to the Rajah, in the room of Praun Kiſſen Metre, who 
is likewiſe ordered to repair to the Preſidency. 


Fort William, zoth Dec. 1774. We are,“ G. Ce 


Extract of Fort- William Revenue Conſultations, the 6th Jan. 177 5. 


Read the following letter from Mr. Graham to the Secretary. 


To Richard Sumner, 77 Secretary to the Council of Revenue, 


*S1 KR, 


« T have received your _—_ of the zoth December, accompanying a | 
copy of a petition preſented to the Governor General and Council, by a 
perſon who ſtiles himſelf the Vackeel of the Ranny of Burdwan. 

At a time when, after a long, and, I truſt, an irreproachable ſervice, 
I am about to depart Bengal, 1 cannot but be impreſſed with the deepeſt 
concern, to find that a paper unſupported by proofs, and apparently fabri- 
cated to calumniate my character, and to ſet it in an unfavourable light ro 
my Honourable employers, by whom it has hitherto been viewed rather 
with an eye of indulgence and approbation, has been allowed a place on the 

public records. From the juſtice and candour of adminiſtration, | had 
reaſon to expect that this would not have been the cale, eſpecially if they 
have conſulted former records, in order to aſcertain the fas which this 
extraordinary piece pretends to ſet forth, and which I humbly conceive 
would have clearly detected its fallchood. 


66 Although 


N 


690 


„ Although no perſon could be more ſolicitous than 1 ſhould to vindi- | 
cate my conduct, and diſculpate my character from every real imputation 
that might be brought againſt them, yet can I not deem it incumbent upon 
me to undertake a defence of it from allegations ſo general and unſupported, 
eſpecially when they are preferred by a perſon of ſuch notorious character as 
the Burdwan Ranny, and through the medium of an agent ſo very obſcure, 
that even his name I am a ſtranger to, notwithſtanding my many years re- 
ſidence at Burdwan, and intimate knowledge of the people of that province. 
If therefore the Governor General and Council expect that I ſhould anſwer 
to the contents of this 1njurious petition, 1 mult firſt claim from their 
juſtice io be enabled to do it on grounds of equality, and for this purpoſe 
that the following previous. conditions be required. of the perſons who pre- 
tend to be my accuſers. 

rhat the perſon named Dowlutchund ſhall produce and record the 
credentials which authoriſe him to preſent himſelf to the Board, as Vackeel 
of the Ranny of Burdwan, and to prefer thoſe complaints. 

That this ſaid perſon, as well as his principal the Ranny, ſhall enter 

into ſecurity, which ſhall be recoverable in the courts of the country, to 
Forfeit to the Honourable Company an equivalent penalty, ſhould they fail 
in eſtabliſhing the charges they have advanced. 
e ae redreſs that might be obtainable from the laws of this country, 
ſhould the Ranny and her agent be found to have falſely accuſed me, per- 
mit me to obſerve, would be but an inadequate retribution to a perſon who 
has filled a ſeat in the adminiſtration of the Company s government, for the 
attempt to deprive him of his good name. Under theſe circumſtances, 1 
am perſuaded the feelings of each member of the Board will ſpeak for 
mine.; and I hope therefore I ſhall not be thought unreaſonable in further 
expecting from them an aſſurance that they will inflict ſome puniſhmeat or 
mark of public diſgrace upon the Ranny and her agent, ſhould they be 
unable to make good their accuſations. 

I would tain hope that theſe requiſitions will neither be deemed ex- 
travagant, nor intended to obſtruct the inquiry. I am compelled to pro- 
poſe them, as the only ſources from whence I can derive reparation tomy 
much injured character, from the peculiar predicament in which J ſtand 
with my accuſers; myſelf amenable to the ſupreme court of judicature, but 
the Ranny and her agent (neither being Britiſh ſubjects, nor dependants of 
Britiſh ſubjects) totally exempted, according to the ſenſe I have been able to 
form of the act of parliament and charter of Juſtice, from its Juriſdiction 
and authority. 

If I am right in theſe ideas, the temporary advantages with which my 
accuſers act, of courſe become obvious; and I truſt I ſhall be juſtified in 

laying, that, on theſe grounds, I am ready to afford the Board every ſa- 
tisfaction in my power, on the ſubject of the production you have ſent me; 


but that, on any others, I conceive it will be moſt conſiſtent with my cha- 
racter to decline giving an anlwer. 


« The 


— ——— —7Ü—. como = 
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« The circumſtances of my preſent ſituation, I mean with reſpect to my 
intended departure, oblige me to requeſt that you will endeavour to procure 
me the Board's ſpeedy determination on the ſubject of this addreſs. 

Calcutta, I am, Ge. 


2d January, 1775. : (Signed) ]. GRAHAM.” 


The Governor General propoſes, whether Doolychund, the man pro- 
feſling himſelf the Vackeel of the Ranny, ſhall be called on to produce his 
credentials, or the authority under which he acts? | 


Mr. Francis. * I agree to the propoſition.” 
Mr. Barwell. <1 have heard him named as the Vackeel of the Ranny. b 


and I really believe him to be ſo. I ſee no neceſſity to call him in for his 
credentials.” 


The Honourable Mr. Monſon. © 1 have: no objeRtion to his being called 


upon, to ſhew by what authority he acts.“ 


The General is of the ſame opinion. 

The Governor General.] am of opinion that he ſhould be called upon 
to produce his authority ; not that I have any doubt of it, but that I think 
the Ranny might diſavow it, if it were not to be authenticated to the 


Board.“ 


Or dered, That he be called upon accordingly by the ſecretary, and or- 
dered to deliver them to Mr. Elliot. 


The Governor General further moves, That the Ranny and her Vackeel : 


be called upon, © to enter into ſecurit „ Se. words of Mr. Graham's 
P y 


letter, 


The Governor General propoſes this, as agreeable to his ideas of the 
laws and uſages of the country; of which if the Board entertain a doubt, he 
deſires the opinions of the Pundits * and of the Canongoes _y be taken 
upon it. 


Mr. Francis. © Before I give my anſwer to the propoſition, I beg leave 
to aſk the Governor General or Mr. Barwell, whether, when a ſimilar com- 
plaint was made ſome time ago by the Ranny, ſhe was then called upon by 
this Government to give any ſuch ſecurity as that now propoſed.” 

The Governor General, © 1 was not here at the time; I do not recollect 
in what manner the complaint came before the Board.” 

Mr. Bartwell. The ſame, but that Muchulkas ꝙ are not always offered 
or demanded. Whenever they are demanded by the accuſed party, they 
are always taken from the complainant.” 

Mr. Francis. Suppoling it proper for the Ranny to give any ſuch 
ſecurity, I have yet no ground to think that it is the duty of this Board to 
demand it of her; ſhe muſt abide by the laws and cuſtoms of that court, 
whichever it be, in which ſhe may think fit to proſecute her complaint.“ 

Mr. Barwell, © From what I have already ſaid reſpecting the cuſtom of 
_ country, I think, as a Muckulka is demanded, that it ſhould be 
taken,” 

| * Expounders of the Gentoo Law. + Written obligation, or 8 

e 
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The Honourable Mr. Monſon. © I think this Board has no right to de- 
mand of the Ranny the ſecurity and conditions required by Mr. Graham. 
The court in which ſhe may inſtitute her ſuit will undoubtedly proceed ac- 
cording to their uſual forms and cuſtoms.” 

The General. 1 am of opinion that this Council has no power to compel 
any perſon to give a ſecurity to forfeit an equivalent penalty to the Honour- 


able Company, in a proſecution or ſuit in the Supreme Court of Judicature 


againſt an Engliſh ſubject, in which court alone they can be proſecuted; 
and that an interference by this Council to compel a perſon to give ſuch 
ſecurity, might be conſidered by the ſupreme court as an obſtruction of 
Juſtice, and the Company be made liable to be proſecuted for it.” 

The Governor General. As Mr. Graham has mentioned and I have 
referred to. the uſage of the country courts of juſtice, I ſhould be glad to 
have the following queſtion put to the Pundits and Canongoes. 

Queſtion to be anſwered by the Pundits (or * of the Gentoo 
law) and by the Canongoes. 

e [If a perſon accuſed of fraud, embezzlement, or oppreſſion, or of any 
other crime of whatever nature, ſhall require of the magiſtrate to exact a 

Muckulka or obligation from his accuſer to make good the accuſations 
againſt him, under forfeiture of a ſum of money 1n failure thereof, is it in- 
cumbent on the magiſtrate, or is it lawful, or is it agreeable to the nes of 
the country, to compel the accuſer to execute ſuch a a; Muckulka +5; 

Ordered, That it be ag e 


* 1 ＋ Fart IVilliam Revenue 8 11th February, 1775. 
Read the following Anſwers of the Purdits, | 
Anſwer of the Pundits to the Queſtions put to them by the Board, on the 61h January, 


lf one man accuſes another of fraud, embezzlement, or any other crime or oppreſſion, the 
magiſtrate may take a penalty bond from the accuſer, to the following purpoſe : ** If I do not 
prove the truth of my accuſation, I will pay a fine to Government,“ and in this caſe, whatever 
ſum the perſon who gives in the accuſation chuſes, is to be inſerted in the penalty bond. 

But when the perſon accuſed petitions the magiltrate to take a penalty bond from his accuſer, 
it 1s certainly incumbent upon the magiſtrate to do ſo; this 1 is the law of the Hindoos,” 


Anfwer delivered in by the Naib dum, , to the Queſtions put to them 0 the Board, on the 


1, It ie in ths power of the magiſtrate, upon the requeſt of the . accuſed, to take a 
penalty bond from the perſon who gives in the accuſation, to this purpoſe: In caſe 1 do not 
prove the truth of my accuſation, I will pay a certain ſum of money to Government by 
« way of fine,” 

2. According to the cuſtom of the country it is incumbent upon the magiltrate, upon the re- 
queſt of the perſon accuſed, to take a penalty bond from the perſon who gives in the accuſation, 
to this purpoſe : In caſe I do not prove the truth of my accuſation, I will pay a certain ſum of 
6 money to Government by way of fine. 

Mr. Barwell 


E 


Mr. Barwell, in addition to what he has already ſaid on the Governor 
General's queſtion, remarks, ** That though the cuſtom of the country au- 
thorizes the demand of Muchulkas, and he is certain that will be the ſenti- 
ments of the Pundits, &c. yet as it is liable to be interpreted as an obſtruction 
to the courſe of juſtice, he 1s for ſuperſeding the right which Mr, Graham 
undoubtedly has and claims. 8 | | 
The Governoor General. I think it alſo neceſſary to add, that I had not 
the idea of the neceſſity ſuppoſed by the General's minute, of compelling 
the Ranny and her agent to prove their accuſations in the Supreme Court oft 
Judicature, but ſimply to prove them, Theſe accuſations are before the 
Board ; if the Board do not mean to proceed upon that complaint, there 
is no occaſion for them to exact the Muchulka required; but I muſt 
remark, that in my judgment they have already gone too far into it, in 
the deciſions which they have paſſed upon it, which ought only to have 
followed the cleareſt and fulleſt conviction z unleſs theſe had been intended 
as preparatory to ſuch an inveſtigation, by the removal of that influence 
which the Dewan poſſeſſed in the country which was to furniſh the 
evidences againſt him. By recording the accuſations of the Ranny, by de- 
grading from their employments ſuch of the perſons accuſed as were 
ſubject to the authority of the Board, and ſubſticuting their adverſaries in 
their room, the Board have marked the ſtrongeſt condemnation of all the 
perſons included in the fame charges, without affording them the means 
neceſſary for their defence. CO et 1 

Ordered, That Mr. Graham be written to by the Secretary as follows: 
That the Board are incapable of forming an opinion prejudicial to his 
honour or character, merely on an accuſation produced without any proofs 
attending it; that, in accepting the petition of the Ranny, they meant only 
to give her an opportuuity of coming to Calcutta to proſecute any com- 
plaints which ſhe might think neceſſary to bring before the proper courts; 
that they did not enter into the allegations or merits of her petition, but 
only complied with the prayer of it, nor do not wiſh to prevent him from 
requiring any ſecurity of the Ranny, that he may be intitled to, accordin 
to the cuſtoms of the court where ſne may bring her complaint; and that 
the Board have directed the Vackeel of the Ranny to be called on to pro- 
duce his credentials, or the authority under which he acts. | 


Read the following reply from Mr. Graham. 

To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor General, Ce. Council of 
« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 1 5 

« As a duty which I owed myſelf, as a duty which I owed to ſociety, to 


endeavour to preclude the malevolent effects of general and unſupported 
| accuſations, 
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accuſations, I propoſed the conditions contained in my letter to your 
Secretary of the 2d inſtant, but with which, by his anſwer of the 4th, 
J find you have not been pleaſed to comply. To adhere to my original 
principle, I ſhould ſtill decline an anſwer to the Burdwan Ranny's petition; 
but as I had at the ſame time determined in my own mind to anſwer fully 
and unconditionally to my honourable employers on my arrival in England; 
and as, upon further conſidering the matter, it appears to me, that they will 
_ eſteem it more regular, and agreeable to the rules of their ſervice, to receive 
what I may have to offer through the channel of the preſidency at which 1 
have ſerved, and where the complain thas been preferred; I have prepared 
an anſwer as explicit as the ſhortneſs of my time and want of materials 
would admit, and requeſt that you will allow it a place on your records. 
* am honoured, Gentlemen, by the declaration through your Secretary, 
„That you are incapable of forming an opinion prejudicial to my honour 
and character, merely on an accuſation produced without any proofs 
<« attending it;“ but what ideas am I to expect will impreſs the minds of 
that part of the world, who are not endued with any ſuch liberal ſenti- 
ments; and who, from want of acceſs to be better informed, will hear the 


ſtory with manifold exaggerations. When I reflect on this, I cannot repreſs 


the indignant ſenſe I entertain of ſo injurious an attempt to aſperſe my 
character, and preclude the flattering credit, which I truſt abides me, of a 
_ favourable reception from my honourable employers, on a return from up- 
_ wards of fifteen years faithful ſervices. The attempt is aggravated by the 
peculiar time at which it has been exhibited. My intentions of returning 
to England have been known in the ſettlement above theſe two months, 
and even the order for my paſſage on the ſhip Dutton, has iſſued from the 
public office near four weeks ago. Theſe were ſurely the periods for my 
accuſers to have brought forward their charges, if they had any to prefer, 
but this would not have ſuited their malevolent intentions: it muſt be done 
at a time when, on the very eve of my departure, from the conſtant occu- 
pation and embarraſſment of my mind in adjuſting my affairs, and when, 
from the want of materials, my papers being all gone to the ſhip, I am in- 
capacitated to diſprove ſo fully as I could have wiſhed, their falſe and 
injurious accuſations, Every liberal mind muſt feel with me, and feel for 
me on this occaſion. To fuch, I am perfectly convinced, I now addreſs 
myſelt; and although the proceedings for the ſhip on which I embark may 
have been cloſed, I am perſuaded you will not think it an unreaſonable. 
requeſt, to intreat, that copies of my two letters, and of my anſwer to the 
Ranny's petition ſent herewith, may be forwarded, Numbers in the packet 
to the Company, that ſuch heavy charges as are alleged againſt my 
character, may not appear before them unanſwered and unrefuted. 5 
el beg you will do me the favour to ſignify by your Secretary, whether 
you are pieaſed to comply with chis requeſt; and whether the Ranny's 
| "3 DE” Vaqueel 
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Vaqueel has produced the credentials of his miſſion; if he has, I requeſt to 


be furniſhed with a copy of them. 
TE I am, 
Calcutta the 6th of January, 1775. 


&c. 


(Signed) JOHN GRAHAM.” 


The Burdwan Ranny's Petition diſſected and anſwered | by Mr. 
26 =. ho 


 Ranny's PETITION. 


1. © In the Bengal year 1174, Ma- 


rajah Tillook Chund died, and left 8 
34 2 e e meditated falſehood, and bears the 


his infant ſon, Marajah Tage Chund 


his heir and ſucceſſor, appointing 


Lalla Omichund guardian to his ſon, 
and ſole adminiſtrator of his affairs. 


Mr. Granam's AnsweR, 


1. The petition, in the very be- 


inning of it, aſſerts the moſt pre- 


complete ſtamp of human malice. 


From the death of Raja Tillook 
Chund all the grievances complained 
of, are ſaid to have commenced. — 
To have told the truth therefore as 
to the period of that event, would 


have been to have invalidated every 
circumſtance that is made to depend 


upon it, as far as they are applicable 


to my conduct; for in three months 


after the demiſe of the Raja, I 


finally quitted all charge, authority, 
and public truſt in the province of 
Burdwan; and even during that in- 
termediate ſpace, was nearly half the 


time employed at Houghly, a new 
charge which had been allotted me 
by the Governor and Council. This 
wilful perverſion of time is well 
worthy of remark, becauſe it appears 


to ſhew the cloven foot of ſome hid- 
den adviſer to the Ranny : withour 


ſuppoſing her totally deſtitute of the 


feelings and affections of the human 
heart, ſhe could not of herſelf have 
ſo. far forgot the courſe of events, as 
to have aſſerted the occurrence of 
her huſband's death three years be- 
fore it actually did happen, — 
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family and affairs, 
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&« If the conſtruction J have here 
put is not fairly deducible from the 
premiſes, the. circumſtance muſt at 


leaſt evince the total ignorance of 


the Ranny's agent of the ſtate of her 


« Rajah Tillook Chund did not 
die in-the Bengal year 1174, but in 


the Bengal year 1177; in the Ben- 


gal month of Jeyt, anſwering En- 
gliſh ſtile to the month of May 1770. 
4 I finally and totally relinquiſh-. 
ed my charge at Burdwan the end 
of Auguſt 1770; and during that 


ſhort time, one half of which I was 
abſent at Houghly, the Ranny, fo far 


from accuſing me of power, oppreſ- 
ſion, or embezzlement, was laviſh, 
nay extravagant of her praiſes and 


profeſſions of gratitude for the ſer- 


vice I rendered her family, in ob- 
taining the confirmation of the ſuc- 
ceſſion of her ſon ; and enabling her- 


by money advanced from my own 


private funds, and repaid with only 
the rate of intereſt now eſtabliſhed. 
by act of parliament, to perform the 


funeral rights of her deceaſed huſ- 


band, in a manner equal to his digni- 
ty and rank in life. 

J was not on the ſpot at Burd- 
wan when the Raja died, and I 
cannot therefore confirm or contra» 


dict the aſſertion of his appointing 


Lalla Omichund guardian to his ſon, 
&c. but I. venture to. think it very 
improbable. — The Raja had lon 

entertained the moſt rooted 66 
to Lalla Omichund, who he con- 
ceived to harbour deſigns inconſiſ- 
tent with his dependence as a ſervant, 
and his allegiance as a ſubject. He 
had menaced the Raja in his life- 
time on the ſcore of his family; the 
Raja had in conſequence obtained 


his removal from office. Is it pro- 


bable 
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2.0 Upon my huſband's death, 


I ſent Bridjoo Kiſhore to Calcutta, 


to ſolicit from the Governor and 


Council, a confirmation of my ſon 


Marajah Tage Chund's ſucceſſion to 
the Zemindary, which the Governor 
and Council were pleaſed to grant; 
Bridjoo Kiſhore had received upon 
his departure, from the officers of 


my houſehold, a quantity of gold, 


| Jewels, and other valuables, theſe he 
unjuſtly appropriated to his own uſe, 
and by a diſtribution of them in the 
Durbar, obtained for himſelf the 
office of Duan.” 8 


c As my huſband had ap- 
pointed Lalla Omichund, who was 
a relation and faithful friend to the 
family, ſole adminiſtrator of his af- 
fairs, and guardian to his fon ; I did 
not think proper to confirm Bridjoo 
Kiſhore in the office of Duan, from 
whichTI accordingly diſmiſſed him. Mr. 


John Graham was at that time chief 


of the Burdwan diſtri, and Bridjoo 
Kiſhote having obtained that gentle- 
man's friendſhip and protection, 
forcibly retained poſſeſſion of the 


Dewanny, and tranſacted the buſineſs 
of the Zemindary. 
unable to reſiſt, 
quieſce.“ 


In this, being 
was forced to ac- 


bable then, that he ſhould commit 
the guardianſhip of his ſon on his 
death-bed, to a perſon who had thus 
ſhewn himſelf hoſtile to his ſons 
pretenſions? 

2. © This is a very true repre- 
ſentation, ſo far as regards the ſend- 
ing Bridjoo Kiſhore to Calcutta. He 
was the Ranny's ſpontaneous choice 
for that ſervice, for he then ſtood 


high in her confidence and favour, 


That he carried with him a quaatity 
of gold, jewels, and other valuables, 
I am totally ignorant of, nor do I be- 
lieve it, ſeeing I had myſelf to ad- 


vance a large ſum, and to procure 


from others, loans for the Ranny, 
to enable her to perform the Raja's 
funeral rites, which loans were after- 


_ wards repaid by an aid allowed to 


the Raja from the Treaſury, by the 
Governor and Council. 

* The Raja's ſon's ſucceſſion was 
confirmed by the Governor and 
Council, and Bridjoo Kiſhore was 


appointed Duan.” 


3. Whilſt I remained at Burd- 
wan, Bridjoo Kiſhore, as far as I was 
informed, continued to ſtand high in 


the Ranny's favour; I never receiv- 


ed from her (to the beſt of my recol- 
lection) the moſt diſtant overture to 
remove him from office, nor, if 1 
had, could it have depended on me, 
to comply with it; Bridjoo Kiſhore 
derived his appointment from my 
ſuperiors, wanted not my friendſhip 


and protection to ſupport him in 


office, nor could he have been res» 
moved from it by my authority.” 


4. The 
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4, I repreſented my ſituation in 
an application to the (Governor and 
Council, and they were pleaſed to 
ſummon Bridjoo Kiſhoreto appear be- 
fore them, Bridjoo Kiſhore was up- 
on this much alarmed, and wrote an 
account of the affair to Mr. Graham 
at Moorſhedabad ; he then went to 
Calcutta with Kiſhen Praun and 
Gocul Majendar, and I ſent Lalla 
Omichund on my part. In conſe- 
quence of Bridjoo Kiſhore's letter, 
Mr. Grahain came to Calcutta, and 
having exerted his utmoſt influence 
among the gentlemen of the Council, 


in ſupport of Bridjoo Kiſhore, he ob- 


tained his confirmation in the Dew» 
anny. 


3. My ſon's ſeal was in my own 
poſſeſſion, and as 1 fixed it to fo 
paper without firſt peruſing it, Brid- 
joo endeavoured by every method to 

3 


4. The beſt and moſt complete 
anſwer to all this charge would be 
formed from the public records, had 
I time and permiſſion to refer to 
them. The complaint of the Ranny, 
and the whole trial of Bridjoo Kiſhore, 
are there entered at large; it hap» 
pened in 1771, before the Governor 
and Council, when I was employed 
as one of the Council of Revenue 
at Moorſhedabad, and held no pub- 
lic truſt or authority at Burdwan, I 


was called upon by letter in the courſe. 
of the trial, to furniſh my ſuperiors 


with ſuch informations as might be 
in my power on the ſubject of their 
inquiry ; 1t was my duty to comply, 
and my letters which are on record 


will ſpeak for themſelves. The light, 
however, in which my being in Cal- 
cutta at this time is endeavoured to 


be placed, is deſerving of notice; I 
ſhould, I apprehend, have been called 


to anſwer at Moorſhedabad, had I 
not been in Calcutta, as Mr. Stuart 


was at Burdwan; but the manner 
in which my appearance at Calcutta 
is expreſſed, is calculated to leave 
the impreſſion of my being a linked 
aſſociate of Bridjoo Kiſhore; if it is 


thought neceſſary to interrogate Mr. 


Middleton, or, on an occurrence ſo 


immaterial, to give that gentleman 


the trouble to anſwer; he can inform 


the Board, that the firſt intelligence 


we received of the Burdwan diſputes, 
was the day we landed at Coſſpore 
Garden, Mr. Middleton and my- 
ſelf came in company at that time 
from Moorſhedabad.” 4 | 
3. Here again a reference to 
the records of the Government in 
1772, would enable me to give a 
proper anſwer; for by them it way 
be 
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get it into his own hands, which [ 
conſtantly perſiſted in refuſing him; 
upon this, in the Bengal year 1179, 
Bridjoo Kiſhore having prevailed upon 
Mr. John Graham to come to Burd- 
wan, took from me my ſon Tage 


Chund, then about nine years of 


age, and confined him in a ſeparate 


place under a guard; in this ſitua- 


tion, through affliction and appre- 
henſion, having remained more than 
ſeven days without ſuſtenance, to 
the abſolute endangering my life, 
and finding no reſource, I gave up 
the ſeal,” . - 


be clearly ſhewn, that the ſeparation 
of the Raja from his mother, and 
putting him under proper guardians, 
was the deliberate aft of Government, 
and the orders were carried into exe- 
cution by the Company's reſident. 

„ was then a member of the ad- 
miniſtration of Fort William, was not 
the Company's reſident, nor poſſeſſed any 


ſeparate or public charge, authority or 


truſt, in the province of Burdwan. 

„This appears to contain a ſuf- 
ficient anſwer on my part to this 
heavy charge, but the ingenious per- 
verſion of my viſit to Burdwan de- 
ſerves ſome remark, as it teſtifies the 
Ranny and her agent, to be totally 
loſt to all ſenſe of gratitude as well 
as truth. Motives of private friend- 


ſhip alone induced me to make the 


viſit I did to Burdwan in May 1772; 


if the Raja's affairs could be ſaid to 
be anyways concerned in the purpoſe 
of it, it was to give him a freſh 


proof of my attention to the intereſts 
of his family. Above a year before, 
(in 1771) I obtained at Moorſhe- 
dabad, the Dewanny Sunnud, in 
confirmation of the Sunnud from the 
court, for the Raja's Zemindary. 
This I did free of all expence, al- 
though the Sunnuds from the court 
had coſt a conſiderable ſum of 
money; at a viſit I made to the 
Raja the day after my arrival at Burd- 


wan, I preſented them to him, and 


received the following day a com- 
plimentary viſit from him in return; 
this was all the intercourſe I had 
with the Raja during my three days 
ſtay at Burdwan; although the 


Ranny comprehends under it, the 


pretended tranſactions of a period of 
ten, The Ranny, on that occaſion, 
2 was 
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6. The Governor and Council 
were pleaſed to allow my ſon a falary 
of 20,000 rupees per month, (or 
2,40,000 per annum) to be paid from 


the revenues of the Burdwan diſtrict ; 


and further ordered, that out of this 


ſum 4000 rupees per month ſhould 


be allowed to me for my neceſſary 
-expences, and that the remainder 


ſhould be depoſited in ſpecie till my 
ſon ſhould be of age. The ſurplus 
of this ſalary, for ſix years, from 
1175 to 1181, which ſhould have 
been depoſited, according to the 


order of Council, Bridjoo Kiſhore, in 


conjunction with Mr. John Graham, 
has embezzled. Bridjoo Kiſhore has 


laviſhed the whole wealth of my 


family, in ſupporting his intereſt with 
Mr. Graham, and by the influence 
he has thus gained, has prevailed 
upon that gentleman to execute every 
ſeverity and injuſtice upon me, which 
himſelf has iniquitouſly ſuggeſted.” 


was as uſual, laviſh of her encomiums 


and profeſſions for my attachment to 


her and her family, and the freſh 
mark of attention in procuring the 
Dewanny Sunnuds, bur ſhe has now 
found, or been inſtructed, in other 
motives, to aſſign for my conduct, 


foreign from reality and inconſiſtent 


with truth, but perfectly conſonant 
the malign bias of her own evil mind. 


The manner in which the Board's 


orders were executed, with reſpe&t 
to ſeparating the Raja from his 
mother, and putting him in charge 
of his guardians, will be beſt ex- 


. plained, if neceſſary, by the gentle- 


man who was my ſucceſſor.” “ 
6. This is the moſt barefaced 


flagitious calumniation, that ever 


was invented to traduce a character. 
„The wilful perverſion of the 


date again occurs, and is the firſt 


thing to be remarked. Raja Tillook 
Chund was alive, and in the ma- 
nagement of his own affairs, for near 


three years after this ſcene of em- 


bezzlement is ſaid to commence. 
« The diſtribution mentioned of 


the Raja's allowance, was made by 


the Governor and Council in 1771, 

ten months after I had finally quitted 

Burd wan. „ 
The ſhort period that interven- 


ed from the Raja's death to my final 


relinquiſhing Burdwan, has been al- 
ready remarked, and how, and where, 
I was employed; ſuffice it to add, 
that from September 1770, (Bhadun 
1177) until the preſent hour, I have 
had no publictruſt whatever at Burd- 
wan, no authority to receive, pay, 
or in any ſhape interfere with the 
monies of the province, or the 
Raja's allowance. 
3 « To 
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7. I have no relation with me 
but my ſon, and when I reflect upon 


the enormities which have been com- 


mitted in this city of Burdwan) one 


inſtance of which was, Juggut Roy, 
the anceſtor of my ſon, who was 


here treacherouſly murdered) and 
that the iniquities of Bridjoo Kiſhore, 
who is my inveterate enemy, have 
already exceeded all example, I can- 
not but be under ſtrong apprehen- 


ſions of the further advances he may 


make to ſtill greater crimes; it is 
I 


« To ſo general and unſupported 
an accuſation, what further can be 
oppoſed but a ſolemn aſſeveration of 
its untruth, unleſs a few words were 
beſtowed to elucidate the abſurdity 
which the allegation carries on the 
very face of it. The whole amount 
of the allowance is admitted to be 
20,000 rupees per month, the Ran- 
ny, impliedly at leaſt, acknowledges 


the receipt of her portion of it; the 


ſurplus of 16,000 rupees per month, 
1s ſaid to have been totally embezzled. 
Thus the Zemindar of the firſt rank 
of dignity in Bengal, muſt have ſup- 
ported the expence of his houſehold, 
his wardrobe, his buildings, his 


temples, his alms-houſe, his religious 


offerings at Benares, and his annual 
religious rites, which are frequent 


and heavy, without the ſmalleſt aid 


of pecuniary finance; it is a juſt 


_ adage, that cunning often over- ſhoots 


its own purpoſe ; and if amongſt the 
number of thoſe to whoſe knowledge 
this famous paper ſhall come, there 
exiſts 1n the breaſt of any one that 
exceſs of credulity, which can afford 
its belief to this abſurd accuſation, 


it would be in vain my attempting 


my defence, on any one point, in 
the eye of ſuch a perſon.” 
7. The concluſion of this piece, 
1 expreſſed only in dark and 
unintelligible alluſions, delineates in 
the ſtrongeſt colours, the evil heart 
of the fabricator, and ſurpaſſes in 
wickedneſs even the article which has 
juſt been anſwered. There are few 
men ſo callous to the admonitions 
of conſcience, or ſo ſteeped in guilt, 
as not to recoil at the moſt remote 
idea of the perpetration of ſo atro- 
cious a crime as murder. Who does 
not at this inſtant feel this ſenſation 
thereforc 


3 
3 


aint /} 


therefore my requeſt, that my ſon 
and I may be permitted to remove 
to Calcutta, and that an order may 


be ſent to the Engliſh Chief reſiding 


here, for that purpoſe, without 
which I ſhall not be allowed to de- 
part from this place,” 


towards the murder of Juggut Roy? 
But who under theſe impreſſions 
knows, that Juggut Roy died a na- 
tural death, arid that the murder of 
Kiſſenram Roy, his father, the event 
to which the uninformed writer of 
the petition means to allude, hap- 
pened above a century ago? What 


an infamous attempt, by connecting 


this idea with the pretended iniqui- 
tous conduct of Bridjoo Kiſhore, to 
glance upon a man, the ſuſpicion of 
a murder, committed at a time 


whilſt himſelf, his father, and per- 
haps grandfather, were ſtill unborn; 

if it is neceſſary the ſtory ſhould be 
known, let the Ranny tell it. If it 


is neceſſary that I ſhould ſpeak to my 
character on this particular it can- 
not be but if it were, I would aver, 


that with regard to ſeverity, oppreſ- 


ſion, or cruelty, towards the natives, 
I depart Bengal with the cleaneſt 


hands and the pureſt heart; 1 hold 
all ſuch acts in the utmoſt abhor- 


rence, and as a proof of it, I can 
affirm, that I collected the revenue 
of the large and valuable province 


of Burdwan for three years and a- 
half, without impoſing a laſh of the 


Chawbuc on any farmer, under far- 
mer, or Ryott, except in one in- 
ſtance, which is mentioned on record, 
in my correſpondence with the Col- 


lector General. 


The neceſſity of the occaſion, as 
it compels me, ſo muſt it apologize 
for my becoming my own eulogiſt; 
and now that I have followed the 
writer of this petition through the 
wanderings of falſehood, I muſt 


_ crave your pardon for treſpaſſing on 
your time with a few words more. 


„During the whole of my admi- 
niſtration in the reſidentſhips of 
L 2 Midnapore 
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Midnapore and Burdwan, the ſole 
and undeviating principles of my 
conduct were the intereſts of the 
Company, the eaſe, welfare, and 

rotection of the country and its 
inhabitants. The teſtimonies I could 
obtain of this, would my time allow 
me to collect them, are numerous. 
Let the records of the Company be 
referred to; let the records of the 
Midnapore and Burdwan Cutcherries 
be conſulted; nay, let the vox populi 
of theſe two provinces be obtained. 
To theſe criterions, the laſt, the moſt 
ſevere, by which the conduct of a 
Revenue Collector can be tried, I 
am willing to ſubmit mine, and by 
the reſult to ſtand or fall in the o- 
pinions of all good and impartial 
men. 
But to conclude with the moſt 
intereſting circumſtances to me in 
the whole of this tranſaction : What 
ſatisfaction, what reparation am I to = 
receive, for ſo iniquitous an attempt zT 
to blacken my reputation, which has 
hitherto ſtood fair in the eyes of the 
world? I am mylelf amenable to 
the laws of my country, and I never 
wiſh to ſtand in a more indulgent 
predicament ; but my accuſers, as I 
have already ſaid, in my letter to the 
Board, are exempted from that juriſ- 
diction and authority, and have 
ated on this occaſion with every 
temporary advantage. From the 
Board then alone can I expect re- 
dreſs, and I hope they will, notwith- 
ſtanding my abſence, conſider the 
preſervation of a character in ſociety 
ſo much their immediate care, as to 
embrace the means of granting it 
protection, by paſſing ſome cenſure, or 
mark of public diſgrace, on the Ran- 
ny and her agent. 


(Signed) J. GRAHAM *,” 
Mr. Graham failed for Ecgland a day or two after the date of this letter, and is fince 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, That copies of them be forwarded, Numbers in the packet 
of the ſhip now under diſpatch to Europe, and that Mr. Graham be adviſed 
_ accordingly by the Secretary, £2 EIT. 
| Ordered further, That the Ranny be furniſhed with copies of Mr. 
Graham's anſwer to the charges exhibited by her againſt him. 6 


WARREN HASTINGS, 
J. CLAVERING, 

GEO. MONSON, 
RICHARD BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS. 


: Extract of Fort William Revenue Confultations, the 14th January 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 6th inſtant. 15 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following tranſlations of the 
papers delivered to him by Dowlee Chund, the Vakeel of the Ranny of 
Burdwan. | Dh ont, „ 


To the Governor, 5 
[The letter is ſealed with the ſeal of a man named Sahanee Biſhenchund, 
but the ſtile is that of a woman.] E | 
4, who live under your protection, pray for the increaſe of your riches 
and fortune, and being ignorant in what place to take refuge, but under 
your protection, am hopeful that you will attend to the repreſentations 
made by Dowlee Chund my Vakeel, who attends upon your perſon; by 
which means I ſhall receive comfort, and ſhall eſteem myſelf honoured. 
A true tranſlation. | 5 
(Signed) A. ELLIOT.“ 


* 


Repreſentation to the Nabob, Governor. general, and the Gentlemen of the Council, 
under the ſeal of Sabanee Biſhenchund. TR 

« The Zemindary of the diſtrict of Burdwan deſcended to my huſband 
from his anceſtors, and he was always ſupported in his right thereto with 

honour and credit by the former managers of the Government; I have 
frequently made known the miſery of my ſituation, but it is impol- 
fible for me to expreſs, in how particular a manner I have been oppreſſed 
by Bridjoo Kiſhore, who proved an unfaithful ſervant. In the Bengal year 
1176, my huſband Mahah Rajah Tillook Chund, having before his death 
nominated and eſtabliſhed my ſon Mahah Rajah Derage Tage Chund Behader 
in the poſſeſſions, died. I ſent Birge Kiſhwer to the Gentlemen of Cal- 
cutta to procure an order of poſſeſſion of my ſon: The Gentlemen were 

| 5 prompted 


n 
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prompted by equity to grant the order required from them, When Birge 


Kiſhwer left Burdwan, he carried away gold mohurs and jewels, &c. 5. 


my houſe and wardrobe, which he made himſelf maſter of, without 
knowledge, and by intrigues, and diſtributing his money amoneſt thoſe who 
conſtituted the Government, he obtained the poſt of the Dewannee. My 


ſon was at that time a child, in conſideration of which my huſband, a little 


before his death, put him under the charge of Lalla Amun Chund, who- 
was connected with me, and in my confidence, and appointed: him to the 
management of all his affairs; for this reaſon I would by no means conſent to 
the appointment of Birge Kiſhwer as Dewan, and informed him of ſuch my 
intention. Mr, John Graham had at that time the management of the 
Burdwan diſtrict, and Birge Kiſhwer having obtained his patronage, with- 
out paying any attention to me or my ſon, unjuſtly inſinuated himſelf into 
the management of the buſineſs of the country. I then became helpleſs. 
Some time after this, I requeſted that the papers of the different parts of 


my Zemindary might be ſubmitted to my inſpection, and inquired under 


whoſe charge my money and effects were. lodged, profeſſing myſelf at the 
ſame time perfectly ignorant on thoſe heads. Bridjoo Kiſhore colluding with: 
Ram Caunt Roy, Gocaul Mujomadar, Kiſhen Prawn Metre, and Goree 
| Mullick Vakeel, and others, in treachery and villany, they all took oaths 
with their hands in the water of the Ganges, amongſt themſelves, and would 
give me no papers; by which means my ſituation being rendered deſtitute, 
f drew up a clear ſtatement of my caſe in a petition, and ſent a perſon to 
preſent 1 it to the Gentlemen in Calcutta, all of whom agreed to inquire in- 
to it, and ſummoned Birge Kiſhwer to appear in Calcutta. He being alarmed 
at this, wrote to Mr. John Graham, then reſiding at Moorſhedabad, and 
taking Kiſhen Prawn Metre and Gocul Mujomadar along with him, proceed- 
ed to Calcutta, I ſent Lalla Ameen Chund to Calcutta, Mr. John 
Graham, in conſequence of the letter of Birge Kiſhwer, left Moorſhedabad 
and went to Calcutta, when, by aſſiduity, and by recommending Birge Kiſh- 
wer to the Gentlemen, he got him nominated Dewan, and he was ſent 
back to Burdwan. Upon his arrival at which place, he took the whole 


management of the buſineſs to himſelf, and I could obtain no juſtice ; the 


ſeal of my ſon was in my poſſeſfion ; whenever any event happened, I in- 


quired into it, and the Sunnuds“ were ſealed in my preſence; Birge Kiſhwer 


uſed every manner of perſecution to get the ſeal from me; I did not how- 
ever yield it up. At laſt, in the year 1179, Birge Kiſhwer having brought 
Mr. John Graham from Calcutta to Burdwan, took my ſon, who was from 
eight to ten years of age, and got him confined under a guard of Seapoys; 
and having prevented me from eating for ſeven or eight days, till I was up- 
on the point of death, I found myſelf without remedy, and gave the ſeal 
into his poſſeſſion. Birge Kiſhwer having thus got the ſeal, granted away 
land, which paid a revenue to Government, to many people on Aima tenure, 


Grants or orders. 
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or upon a low rent, in Dewooter Bermooter, and Mohutteram and Kheirat, 
or lands held rent free, and took ſome lands likewiſe to himſelf; by thiy 
means the Government ſuffered a loſs in its revenue., Land is the root from 
which the Zemindar ſprings ; what kind of Zemindarree can that be deem- 
ed, the Zemindar of which has no lands yielding a revenue left in his poſſeſ- 
ſion ? All the meaſures adopted by him are intentionally to ruin me; be- 
ſides this, he affixes the ſeal to papers with the nature of which I am un- 
acquainted, according to his own. pleaſure, It never before this happened 
that a ſervant, having got the management of his-maſter's buſineſs, ingroſſed 
the lands which yield a revenue; no ſervant of any Zemindar has behaved 
with ſo much treachery in any diſtrict, The Council having granted 
twenty thouſand rupees by the month, or two. lacks and forty thouſand 
rupees by the year, as a fund to defray my ſon's expences, gave aſſignments 
for that ſum ; out of this, four thouſand rupees by the month was granted 
to me, and the balance of the whole amount was to remain in depoſit in the 
cheſt till my fon ſhould come of age, that it might not be ſpent unneceſſarily. 
This was the order iſſued by the Council. I do not receive the whole of 
the ſum of four thouſand rupees which was granted to me monthly. What 
I do receive is not ſufficient to defray my neceſſary expences. I ſell my 
own effects and jewels for that purpoſe. From the beginning of the year 
1176 to the end of 1181, the money for {ix years is not to be found in the 
cheſt ; Birge Kiſhwer Roy, jointly with Mr. John Graham, has made away 
with it, Birge Kiſhwer Roy having obtained the patronage of Mr. John 
Graham, that Gentleman laviſhed every ſpecies of injuſtice upon me, to 
which he was adviſed by Birge Kiſhwer. I never in any one inſtance was 
guilty of a fault towards Mr. Graham; wherefore I beg that Birge Kiſhwer 
may be diſmiſſed from his office, that the effects and riches of my huſband, 
the balance of money which ſhould be in the cheſt for ſix years, the papers 
of my family and houſehold, may be demanded from the Treafurer and ſub- 
mitted to my inſpection ; it will then be known to what amount Birge Kiſh- 
wer has plundered me, in order to procure for himſelf the patronage of Mr. 
Graham, how much he has given to that gentleman, and how much he has 
taken to himſelf. My affairs are every way ruined by the treachery of 
Birge Kiſhwer. To this day another inſtance has never been known of a 
ſervant oppreſſing his maſter. I have no other connection but my ſon, and 
to him Birge Kiſhwer has at all times ſhewn the greateſt enmity ; for which 
reaſon I am in conſtant apprehenſion of his actions. The greateſt villany 
has been perpetrated in this place, as in the caſe of Mahah Rajah Juggu 
Roy, one of my ſon's anceſtors, who was treacherouſly murdered by the 
hand of an enemy; for which reafon I cannot conſider myſelf ſecure. Ram 
Caunt Roy, Gocul Mujomadar, and Goree Mullick Vakeel, three of the 
men who ſwore with their hands in the water of the Ganges, as above men- 
tioned, died in one year, and Birge Kiſhwer Roy and Kiſhen Prawn Metre 
are yet alive, I have before this made repeated complaints, but "7 bad 
ortune 
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fortune ordained that I ſhould never be able to obtain zoster. I pray that 
Birge Kifhwer and the others who have been unfaithful ſervants may be 
diſmiſſed, and that good men may be appointed in their places. For a 
penalty bond, executed by my huſband, is in the poſſeſſion of the Gentle- 
men of the Council, which runs as follows, That if the revences of the 
Government hould fall ſhort, he would pay the balances on condition that 
he ſhould: receive the overplus as his profit.“ I too promiſe and agree to 
the ſame terms. I further pray that the above-mentioned ſervants may be 
ordered to produce their accounts, that what is due from them may be 
known, and that the lands which Birge Kiſhwer or to others and took for 
himſelf may be reſumed, and the revenues thereof paid to Government, that 
thus the buſineſs of the Government may be . carried on. In what 

manner ſhall I expreſs the oppreſſion to which I have been ſubjected? 
] am hopeful that an order will be iſſued to the Chief of this place, 
directing him to permit me to proceed to Calcutta with my ſon, that I may 
have an opportunity of laying my complaints before you; without ſuch an 
order I cannot come. Lalla Doolee Chund is ſtationed at Calcutta as my 
Vakeel; 1 have for the preſent ſent you this ſtatement of my caſe; my 
Vakeel will wait upon you with it, and inform you more particularly of the 
circumſtances. 
bs. A true tranflation, 


(Signed) 4 ELLIOT.” 


Extract of Fort WW 7/504 Revenue Gnfulation, the 1 
of February, 1775. 


Read the following petition of Doole Chund Vakeel of the Ronny of 
Burdwan. 

Birge Kiſhwer, the former Dewan, has thought ke to bring along with 
him to Calcutta the houſehold papers, &c. which uſed conſtantly to be kept 
in the wardrobe of the Maharajah, my conſtituent, together with Gopee Burall 

the houſehold Mohrir *.—The Dewan Ghuſtat Chund, in conſequence of 
orders from my conſtituent, wrote to Bridjoo Kiſhore, to ſend back the above 

Mohrir, with the papers, but he paid no attention to this letter, and has 
not yet delivered them up.—l therefore pray, that Bridjoo Kiſhore be taken 
into cuſtody, and brought before my conſtituent, with the above papers 
no Mohrir, to deliver in the account..“ 

Ordered, That the Secretary do direct Bridjoo Kiſhore, the late Dewan, 
to deliver the Ranny all the original papers and accounts in his poſſeſſion, 
which belong to the office that he held as Dewan of the houſchold. 


| The Board do not think proper to give an order for his confine- 


Writer. 


Copy 


„„ 


Copy of a Letter from the Ranny of Burdwan. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, E,; Governor General Sc. Council 
of Fort William. 


« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 9 
& have received from your Secretary, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Graham's 
anſwer to a letter, which I had ſome time ago the honour to lay before you, 
upon the ſubject of oppreſſions committed upon my family, by that gentle- 
man and Bridjoo Kiſhore. Though it might appear, as Mr. Graham has poſi- 
tively denied every article of the charge, that the whole ſhould, without 
further reply, reſt entirely upon the proof; yet as, in anſwering a very 
plain narrative, Mr. Graham has induftriouſly interwoven many reflect ions 
upon my private character, has vehemently accuſed me of ingratitude, a 
crime, of all others, the moſt odious; yet, leaſt admitting of proof, has 
repreſented me as the mere inſtrument of wicked and malicious perſons, 
who, ignorant of the cauſe they undertake, have no other view than that 
of injuring Mr. Graham's name; for theſe reaſons I have taken the liberty 
to requeſt your attention to the following further repreſentations upon 
this ſubject. ö . „5 5 5 | 
« I muſt begin with begging your forgiveneſs for a miſtake which the 
tranſlator of my laſt letter has been guilty of, in the date of Marajah 
Tillook Chund's death, where, inſtead of the year 1176, he has written 
1174.— That this is merely a miſtake in the tranſlation, a reference to the 
Perſian copy, delivered by my Vakeel to your ſecretary Mr. Sumner, 
will, I believe, fully evince. Mr. Graham's pardon, upon this occaſion, 
I need not aſk ; he has more than ſufficiently made himſelf amends by the 
unjuſt and ungenerous concluſions he has drawn from it. To a mind more 
_ diſpaſſionate than Mr. Graham's, a ſlight attention to that part of my 
letter, which particularly ſpeaks of the embezzlements, would have ſhewn 
that che alteration of the date, in the former part of the letter, could have 
added no kind of force to the accuſation. Theſe embezzlements, which, 
as Mr. Graham juſtly remarks, are ſuppoſed to commence from Marajah 
Tage Chund's minority, are then ſpecified to have been committed within 
fix years, from the concluſion of the year 1175. Such a manifeſt contradic- 
tion in the dates could have anſwered no other purpoſe than that of offer- 
ing opportuni:y to an adverſary of invalidating the charge. The further 
difference which appears in Mr. Graham's and my account of the time of 
Marajah's death, is owing to this, that it is the conſtant cuſtom in the 
Zemindarry accounts, not to reckon the year concluded till the Pooneah, 
or annual adjuſtment of the revenues with the different land-holders has 
taken place; and therefore, though Marajah did indeed die in the ſecond 
month, that is Jaite, of the year 1177, yet as the Pooneah had not then 
\ A | been 


„ 


been made, with reſpect to the Zemindar, the year was confidered as not 
yet finiſhed, — = | 

« Mr, Graham, after a long enumeration of the religious, and other 
expences, of the Zemindar, conſiders it as a very concluſive argument 
againſt the charge reſpecting the embezzlement of the 2,40,000 rupees an- 
nual ſalary ; but if it be conſidered that this ſum is by no means the onl 
ſupply, which the Zemindar receives, the conſequence does, I think, by 
no means follow, that theſe expences were defrayed from that alone. At 
any rate, I preſume it will be admitted, that if no account of any part was 
rendered me, I had a right to lay my demand for the whole. 

« Mr, Graham contends, that his journey to Calcutta, at the time my 
petition for the removal of Birje Kiſhore was heard in Council, is unjuſtly 
and invidiouſly repreſented by me. What were the motives of Mr. Gra- 
ham's breaſt, it may perhaps be very difficult to prove, but the extraor- 
dinary exertions which he thought proper to make in favour of Birje 
Kiſhore, and the diſſent of two members of the Board, which J believe will 
be found upon record, ſeem to argue that his preſence was at leaſt very 
neceſſary to the cauſe he ſo warmly eſpouſed; and that whatever was the 
occaſion which brought him to Calcutta, it very fortunately coincided 
with his own wiſhes. CS Sn on Eg fon 

« Mr. Graham has very vehemently and heavily charged me with in- 
gratitude for the many favours he has been pleaſed to confer upon me; and 
particularly mentions a loan of money for defraying the expences of Ma- 
rajah's funeral, the obtaining a Sunnud from court, the confirmation of my 
ſon in the Zemindary, and laſtly, the viſit which he made me at Burdwan, 
for the purpole of giving my ſon a freſh proof of his attention to the in- 
tereſts of his family. In the firſt of theſe inſtances, I muſt confeſs my 
obligation for the low rate of intereſt at which the money was lent me; yet 
I muſt add, that the proſpect of payment was not ſo deſperate as Mr. Gra- 
ham would intimate. It is the cuſtom, on the occaſions of funeral and 
feſtival ceremonies, for the Riots to make an extra collection for defraying 
the Zemindar's expences ; and in the preſent caſe, they were ready to have 
' raiſed the cuſtomary ſum, but were prevented by Mr. Graham, who ated, 
1 ſuppoſe, by order of Council. It was here natural to ſuppoſe, that as the 

Zemindar was deprived of a ſupply which he had from time immemo- 
rial enjoyed, the Company would not leave him without ſome aſſiſtance 
in the unexpected and the heavy, yet neceſſary expences, which he muſt 
| ſuffer. I acknowledge myſelf, however, much obliged to Mr. Graham, 
and | wiſh his ſubſequent conduct had not totally cancelled this obligation, 
and compelled me very much to alter the opinion which my gratitude upon 
that occaſion might have made me expreſs. With reſpect to the Sunnuds, 
Mr. Cartier juſtly claims the whole oft my thanks. Mr. Graham was here 
no more than an agent, being the Company's ſervant, then reſiding Chief 
at Burdwan, and conſequently the channel through which all public appli- 
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cations to the Governor muſt paſs. I am rather ſurprifed, that when Mr. 
Graham diſavows the power of removing the Dewan of the Zemindary, he 
ſhould claim that of obtaining from his Majeſty the Sunnuds for the con- 
firmation of the Zemindar himſelf. If Mr. Graham, as he intimates, did 
really obtain the confirmation from Council of Marajah Taje Chund's ſuc- 
ceſſion to the Zemindary, his ſubſequent conduct has thoroughly convinced 
me, that any acknowledgment of thanks I might then have made him, was 
very improperly beſtowed; and that motives, very different from a deſire 
of benefiting me, induced him to promote the ſucceſſion of a minor to the 
Zemindary. The laſt demand of Mr. Graham upon this ſcore, in his viſit 
at Burdwan appears very extraordinary, and I am totally at a loſs to diſ- 
cover upon what grounds he makes it, unleſs the delivering with his own 
mouth the harſh orders of Council (if ſuch they were) for the confinement 
of my ſon, or the treating me, by the mouths of low men, with unmanly 
threats and abuſe, can be interpreted as ſuch. 

*« The concluſion of my laſt letter, which contains my requeſt for per- 
miſſion to remove to Calcutta, could not, I think, by the moſt conſtrained 
conſtruction, be ſuppoſed to relate to Mr, Graham ; but as that gentleman 
has choſen to anſwer for Bridjoo Kiſhore, a reply upon this head may here 
be requiſite, The murder of Juggut Roy, the particulars of which are 
very circumſtantially recorded in the family, is ſo well known throughout 
the whole province of Burdwan, that I am ſurpriſed Mr. Graham ſhould 

take upon him to contradict it, That Kiſhen Ram Roy his father was 
| likewiſe murdered, is equally true: but the inſtance of Juggut Roy, who 

ſuffered in time of peace, by the hands of a treacherous ſervant, was choſen 
as being more applicable to the preſent caſe. The event was mentioned as 
an argument, in ſome degree, of the danger to which a perſon of my ſon's 
rank was expoſed, where his own ſervants had acquired too great a power. 
Bridjoo Kiſhore 1s not accuſed of the intention, but the temptation only, 
under which he might be ſuppoſed to lay, is fer forth. Villany ſtops not 
ſhort in the midſt of its career; and ſurely, after having embezzled and 
ruined my ſon's whole fortune, been the inſtrument of diſgracing him, and 
groſsly affronting his mother, prudence itſelf might forbid reſigning the 
reins of power to a youth, whoſe indignation he might juſtly fear, and 
whom he had injured beyond the poſſibility of forgiveneſs. Whatever Bridjoo 
Kiſhore's virtue on the occaſion might be, [ pretend not to ſay l accuſe 
him not; but think my own fears fully juſtified, in wiſhing never to put it 
to the trial. 

I ſhall ſay nothing in anſwer to the dark inſinuations Mr. Grabam has 
thrown out againſt my friends, confident that whenever openly called upon, 
they will be able to anſwer for themſelves, For myſelf, I recede in nothing 
from what I have advanced, and reſt the truth of my accuſations upon 
the proof; and whenever that proof is admitted, it will appear whether the 
declamatory vehemence which Mr. Graham here manifeſts, is the real and 
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honeſt indignation of injured innocence, or may not rather be attributed to 
the inſolence of tyranny, long unuſed to controul, and the malice of de- 


tected guilt, I am, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


with great reipect, 


Calcutta, the Your moſt devoted and moſt humble Servant. 
17th February, 1775. | | | Wo | | 
- The ſeal of the Ranny of Burdwan = |[| = 


A true copy, Revenue Department, RicHarRp SUMNER, Secretary. 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 4th Fe- 
Bas 7 | 


The Secretary further acquaints the Board, that he has given directions 
to Bridjoo Kiſhore to deliver his papers, &c. to the Ranny of Burdwan ; 
in anſwer to which he begged leave to preſent the following addreſs to the 
Board. a | 
Tranſlation of the Repreſentation of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, to the Governor-gene- 

val and Council. 

] have received an order from the Governor General and Council, to 
ſettle my accounts with Maharajah Dehrage, and the Ranny of Burd- 
wan. I am ready to produce my accounts according to their order, but 
Maharajah being a child, cannot underſtand them; and the Ranny is a 
woman who is totally unacquainted with the nature of accounts, or even of 

common writting. —Otherwiſe, why ſhould I, whoſe family have for gene- 
rations paſt been the ſervants of the Burdwan Rajas, wiſh to keep my 
accounts from the knowledge cf my maſter? No good could poſſibly 
accrue to me from ſuch a conduct. — There is nothing I wiſh for more, 
than to have my accounts clearly underſtood ; but you, Gentlemen, who are 
well acquainted with the inveteracy of the enmity which Whooſts Hall 
Chund and Roop Narrain Chowdry, the preſent ſervants of the Raja, bear 
me, muſt be ſenſible it would be the occaſion of great trouble to me, and 
unneceſſary diſputes, were my accounts ſubmitted to their examination. I 
am therefore hopeful, that your equity will prompt you to permit four or 
five of the inhabitants of Calcutta, who are not ſwayed by partiality in this 
affair, and whoſe knowledge of buſineſs is undiſputed, to receive the ac- 
counts from me, and to lay a ſtatement of them before the Raja and 
Ranny ; and further, that when my accounts have been ſettled, a regular 
acquittance may be given me. By this means, the Gentlemen of the 
Board will be able to form a true opinion of me and of my conduct. 
A true Tranſlation. 
6 (signed) A. Ertiot, S. K. R. 
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Agreed, That for the preſent the accounts ſhall be delivered to the 
Ranny ; if any exceptions ſhall be made to the accounts, on a proper 
preſentation, the Board will determine on the mode of their being adjuſted ; 
and that Gopee Burral, the houſehold Mohrir, be directed to attend the 
Board next Council day. 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 11th 
February, 1775. ets, 


Read the following repreſentation of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 
Repreſentation of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 


I before made a repreſentation to the Governor General and Council; 
in anſwer to which, I have been informed by Mr. Sumner, that the Gentle- 
men of the Council have thought proper to order me to lay my accounts 
before the Raja and Ranny of Burdwan. As my ſituation renders me de- 
pendant upon you, and as my family have for generations paſt been the 
{ſervants of the Raja and his anceſtors, it is not poſſible for me to refuſe 
obedience to your order. I am not, indeed, deſirous of concealing my 
accounts, as nothing can be more agreeable to me than to render them clear 
to my Maſter the Raja. As he is, however, a child, and as the Ranny is a 
woman who underſtands nothing of accounts or writing, it is not to be ex- 
pected that they will themſelves be able to examine them; and Lalla 
Khooſhhall Chund, and Roop Narrain Chowdry, who are the ſervants of 
the Raja, but who do not wiſh well to his affairs, being my inveterate enemies, 
will repreſent every thing in a falſe light, to throw a blemiſſi upon my honour. . 
Is it proper to oblige me to lay my accounts before ſuch men as theſe ; my an- 
ceſtors have always been the ſervants and the well-wiſhers of the Raja's and 
his family, and have ſhewn the greateſt attachment to the Company. If theſe 
men are to be the examiners of my accounts, they will purpoſely involve 
them in confuſion, and I ſhall have no remedy. I am therefore hopeful 
that you will appoint four or five men who are not ſwayed by partiality, 
that they may together draw up my accounts, and lay a true ſtatement of 
them before the Raja and Ranny, that a general acquittance may be 
given me. By theſe means the ſtate of my affairs will be clearly underſtood _ 
by you. 3 8 
& A true Tranſlation. 

(Signed) A. ELLIOT.” 


Reſolved, That he be directed to deliver his accounts to the Ranny. If. 
any objections or diſputes ariſe about his accounts, he will have his appeal to 
the Board, who will order them to be adjuſted. 

| ZE Extraf 
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Extract of Revenue Conſultations, "th March 1 77 5. 


The Secretary informs the Board, that having in purſuance of their 
commands tranſmitted to the Ranny of Burdwan the petition delivered in 
by Bridjoo Kiſhore, he has received an anſwer from her, accompanied with 
a repreſentation, of which the following is a tranſlation : 


Tranſlation of a repreſentation delivered in by the Ranny of Burdwan. 


[This is written in anſwer to the ſpecious petition laid before the Board by 
Bridjoo Kiſhore.] _ „ „ 
„ Rulnee Sur, father to the ſaid Kiſhwar, was formerly Shaickdar of 
Purgunnah Bolee in Burdwan. Raguide, his brother, was once employed 
by me as a Vaqueel, and afterwards ſerved Lalla Aumin Chund, in the 
capacity of a Paiſhcar *. Kiſhwer himſelf was employed two or three dif- 
ferent times by Government, and upon the death of his brother officiated 
in his room for ſome time as Paiſhcar to Aumin Chund, 

6 Upon the death of my huſband, having ſent the ſaid Kiſhwer down to 
Calcutta as my Vaqueel, in order to procure a confirmation of Zemindary 

in favour of my ſon Rajah Tage Chund, he there, by colluſive means, got 

himſelf appointed Dewan againſt my inclination, The bad counſel which 
the ſaid Kiſhwer has always given me, is well known to all ranks of people; 
he has not rendered an account of the jewels, gold mohurs, rupees, rich 
cloths, and other things of value which he embezzled. Accounts he has, 
to be ſure, given, both of my houſehold expences and other affairs, bur 
they are far from being ſatisfactory, as upon a ſcrutiny made into them by 
ſome of my people, it appears that in the account he has delivered in of 
my daily expences during the year 1180, he has omitted giving any account 
of particulars, and only mentioned at once the ſum total. It has been the 
cuſtom of our family always to give Chits, or written orders for every thing 
that is wanted; but theſe the ſaid Kiſhwer has taken care to conceal.— The 
general accounts current which he has given in are deficient in the ſame 
particulars with the daily ones. I ſhall lay before the Board the accounts 
he has rendered me of my houſehold expences from the year 1175 to the 
end of Augun 1181, Bengal ſtile, after they have been properly arranged 
and digeſted, and will then leave the Board-to judge if even from them he 
appears to have acted honeſtly or not. 8 

« ] am hopeful that you will call him up, to produce the Chits that 
were paſſed for every charge made in the accounts he has lately ſent me 
down, and that you will further order him to explain thoſe that are till in 
the country, 5 | 

„As both my ſon and myſelf experience greater inconveniences every day, 
from the bad qualities of the air and water of this place, I propoſe ſhortly | 
proceeding to Burdwan; but ſhall leave ſome capable perſon behind me, to 


* An Accomptant. 
explain 
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explain the above accounts, and to prove the embezzlements committed by 


the laid Kiſhwer. 
1 4 A true tranſlation, 
(Signed) W. Cuarmess, 
Per, Tranſl, to the Khalſa,” 


Mr. Francis moves, That the Ranny be informed that the Board expect 
that ſhe, or perſons properly authorized by her, ſhall exhibit and make 
good ſpecific charges againſt Bridjoo Kiſhore within thirty days from the 
date of the letter, otherwiſe the Board will proceed to the acquittal of 
Bridjoo Kiſhore: That ſhe came to Calcutta by the permiſſion of the Board, 
and ought to have applied for a like permiſſion to return.“ ; 


Agreed to unanimouſly, and Ordered, That the Secretary do write to 


her accordingly. ny 
Mr. Barwell moves, © That the Ranny be particularly called upon to lay 
before the Board the reaſons that alarmed her with apprehenſions for her and 
her ſon's life. And as the danger ſhe conceived herſelf and her ſon to be 
in, made her think her removal from Burdwan abſolutely neceſſary for her 
and her ſon's ſafety, from what information or circumſtances ſhe imagines 
the practices of which ſhe was ſo apprehenſive have fince ceaſed; and that 


unleſs ſhe can make it clearly appear to the Board from late concurrent 


cauſes, that there were foundations for theſe fears (that Bridjoo Kiſhore, 


who is charged with ſuch practices, may be brought to puniſhment for ſo 
atrocious a deſign; or the perſons who have dared to alarm her with falſe 
intelligence of- deſigns againſt her life and the lite of her fon) that unleſs 


the is able to give ſome ſatisfaction to the Board, on a ſubje& of ſuch hei- 
nous import, the Board will think little credit is to be given to any other 
part of her petition.” : wy 3 
Mr. Francis. I approve of Mr. Barwell's motion as far as the word 
ceaſed , but do not think the latter part neceſſary or proper, for this reaſon ; 
a woman may really be under great apprehenſions for her perſonal ſafety, 
without being able to aſſign ſuch cauſes for it as Mr, Barwell expects; but it 
does not therefore follow that the other- parts of her petition, which have 
no relation to her perſonal apprehenſions, are not true. 7 


. 


The Honcurable Mr. Monſon, * I approve of Mr. Barwell's motion, and 


ſhall not give credit to the allegations ſet forth in the Ranny's petition, un- 
leſs ſhe produces evidence to prove them.” | | . 
General Clavering. Altough I conceive, that by the previous reſo- 
lution of the Boardupon Mr. Francis's motion by, which the Ranny is re- 
quired to exhibit and make good the ſpecific charges ſhe had ſer forth in 
her petition, to be involved {in this ſubſequentm otion made by Mr. Bar- 
well, and conlequetly unneceſlary, yet I do agree to it, with a view that 
Mr. Graham and Bridjoo Kiſhore, who are principally complained of in her 
petition, may be acquitted by this Board, if ſhe ſhould nor produce the 
proofs required of her, as far as our authority can operate to that effect.“ 
Governor General. l agree to the motion.” | 
The motion being agreed to, 


Ordered, That the Secretary do write to her accordingly, 
Extras 


o 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General aud Council, in 
their Revenue Department, the roth March, 1775. 


Read the following letter and incloſures from the Ranny of Burdwan. 


70 the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Ei; Preſi dent and Governor, &c. Council 
of Revenue. 


ee Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


& ] now take the liberty of laying before you the following papers, viz. 
% No. 1. Account of embezzlements of Mr. John Graham, during the 
time he was Chief of the Burdwan Province, for the Bengal years 1175, 


1176, and 1177, and after he had quitted his e in the Bengal years 
1180 and 1181, amounting to — 


2,02 85 
% No. 2. Account of moneys unjuſtly ka by] Mr. John Sins 
Graham, through the means of Ramhurry Chowdry from the 
Ejarah Munteſur, belonging to the mother of Rajah Tillook 
Chund, — — — 8 8 36,065 
No. 3. Memorandum of the money ey expended mam the 
Conſumah's caſh “, found out as per that account, ſaid to be 
received by Governor Haſtiogs and Gentlemen of the Council, 1,50,000 
No. 4. Account of moneys paid to Kantoo Baboo the : 
Banian of Governor Haſtings, — — — — 5,500 
Sum total of the above A 3.94, og0 
« No. 3. Account of embezalements of Bobany Churn Metre, the Ba- 


nian of Mr. John Graham, during the time he was Reſident at Burdwan, in 


Bengal years 1174, 1175, 1176, and 1177, likewiſe afterwards in the 


Bengal years 1180 and 1181, as Dewan on the part of the Company in the 
ſaid Province, amounting to — — Rupees 30, 423 

No. 6. Account of jewels taken by e Churn Metre from the Ran- 
ny's private treaſures by the hands of Chourſing Dewan, of which he has ren- 


dered no account, and the value whereof cannot be aſcertained, as no price 
was ſet upon them in the Raja's books. 


« No. 7. Account intitled, 
„DP Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy Dewan at Burdwan, employed in the Conſum- 
mary, and Ruzedam, from the Bengal years 1175 to 1176, as Naib when he 


acted as Dewan; and from 1177 to 1181 in the month of Augun as full 
Dewan, _— — — — — — Cr 


< The foregoing are the beſt accounts I have been able hitherto to col- 
le& from a load of papers delivered me by Bridjoo Kiſhore. There is great 


* Cah in the office of the Steward of the Houſehold. | | 
reaſon 
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reaſon to believe he has not reſigned the whole of his charge, as many 
chaſms are ſtil wanting to be filled up. It is in no perſon's power but his 
own to give a ſuecinet account of his diſburſements. I can only anſwer for 
the money which ought to have been received by him, azreeable to the ac- 
count, No. 7. incloſed. I hope you will compel him to give a faithful ac- 
count of what has been done with this money. If it be thought I have 
been long in bringing forward the proof of the charge exhibited by me 
againſt Mr, Graham and others, let it be conſidered, that the neceſſary lights 
| were long withheld from me by Bridjoo Kiſhote, and that when the accounts 
were at laſt delivered to me, they were far from being complete, and I had 
to collect what was ſcattered in a number of ſmaller articles through a con- 
fuſed niaſs. To make them again intelſigible to your Honour, &c. I found 
mult be a difficult taſk, fince' the Tranſlator himſelf had the ſtructure of a 
Paitch to learn before he could make it clear to another. As I am told there 
is no word of fimilar import in your language, I beg leave to inform you, 
that by the word Paitch is meant a ſtudied perplexity, an artful entangle- 
ment of any ſubject to eſcape detection and obſtruct inquiry. I now ſubm't 
it to your candour to Judge if any juſt cenſure can fall upon me for the de- 
_ lays which have happened in ſupport of my charge. Both my intereſt and 
| injuries were motives ſufficient to hurry me on to ettabl:ſh the grounds of my 
accuſation againſt Mr. Graham, who was ſoon to leave the country. I tried 
many ways in a courſe of law to put a ſtop to his departure; knowing that 
if he once took bis leave of this coumry, my expectations of recovering 
my right would be at an end. But I could not make my council underſtand 
that I had any fair claim upon Mr. Graham ſufficient to arreſt his perſon or 
require bail from him; nice diſtinctions were made, which nobody could 
make me underſtand. I knew I was injured, I knew | had ſuffered great 
indignities, and that was all I knew. Flow to obtain ſatisfaction nobody 
could inform me; inſtead of wondering at my delays, it is more to be won- 
dered at that I have preferred any charge at all, and which could never have 
happened but through a combination of circumſtances which has not hap- 
pened at any time before in this country, nor often happens in any other. 

& Should any queſtion ariſe on the accounts of the province, as col- 
lected from Bridjoo Kiſhore's papers, I beg, that Roop Narrain Choudry 
may be interrogated upon them, as being moſt intelligent upon theſe ſub- 
jects of any of my fervants. OHA: 34) e 8 

« There yet remains a great deal to bring to light, and therefore I hum- 
bly entreat that the following perſons may be ordered to repair to Burd- 
wan in order to render a particular account of their reſpective charges, 
viz. Bridjoo Kiſhore, Kiſtnoo Praun Metre, five Vackeels, by name, Lol- 
beharry Roy, Hidderam Mueccajee, Ramjoy Mullick, Monahar Roy, and 
Kiſtnoo Deb Metre. 1:05 Mig , e501 4 

« | am further to repreſent, that during the minority of the Raja, Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy Dewan, did at his pleaſure grant ſundry Sunnuds of different 
places to fundry people under colour of gifts of charity and charity lands. Of 

n ee B b | | theſe, 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General aud Council, in 
their Revenue Department, the 10th March, 1775. 


Read the following letter and incloſures from the Ranny of Burdwan. 


25 the Honourable Warren Haſtings, E.; Preſident and Govornor, &c. Counci! 
of Revenue. 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
I now take the liberty of laying before you the following papers, viz. 
No. 1. Account of embezzlements of Mr. John Graham, during the 
time he was Chief of the Burdwan Province, for the Bengal years 1175, 
1176, and 117;, and after he had quitted his Chiefship in the Bengal years 
1180 and 1181, amounting to — — — ** 
« No. 2. Account of moneys unjuſtly taken by Mr. John 
Graham, through the means of Ramhurry Chowdry from the 
Ejarah Munteſur, belonging to the mother of Rajah Tillook _ 
Chund, 9 e OE at 3 * * 36,065 
No. 3. Memorandum of the money expended from the 7 
Conſumah's caſh *, found out as per that account, ſaid to be 
received by Governor Haſtings and Gentlemen of the Council, 


No. 4. Account of moneys paid to Kantoo Baboo the 
Banian of Governor Haſtings, — — — 


1 55,500 


Sum total of the above Accounts 3, 94, 30 


« No. 3. Account of embezzlements of Bobany Churn Metre, the Ba- 
nian of Mr. John Graham, during the time he was Reſident at Burdwan, in 
Bengal years 1174, 1175, 1170, and 1177, likewiſe afterwards in the 
Bengal years 1180 and 1181, as Dewan on the part of the Company in the 
ſaid Province, amounting to — — — Rupees 30,425 

No. 6. Account of jewels taken by Bobany Churn Metre from the Ran- 
ny's private treaſures by the hands of Chourſing Dewan, of which he has ren- 
dered no account, and the value whereof cannot be aſcertained, as no price 
was ſet upon them in the Raja's books. 

« No. 7. Account intitled, | 

« D* Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy Dewan at Burdwan, employed in the Conſum- 
mary, and Ruzedam, from the Bengal years 1175 to 1176, as Naib when he 
acted as Dewan; and from 1177 to 1181 in the month of Augun as full 
Dewan, „ — — — ee 

% The foregoing are the beſt accounts I have been able hitherto to col- 
lect from a load of papers delivered me by Bridjoo Kiſhore. There is great 


* Cah in the office of the Steward of the Houſehold. 


reaſon 


(00) - 


reaſon to believe he has not reſigned the whole of his charge, as many 
chaſms are ſtill wanting to be filled up. It is in no perſon's power but his 
own to give a ſuccinct account of his diſburtements. I can only anſwer for 
the money which ought to have been received by him, agreeable to the ac- 
count, No. 7. incloſed. I hope you will compel him to give a faithful ac- 
count of what has been done with this money. If it be thought I have 
been long in bringing forward the proof of the charge exhibited by me 
againſt Mr. Graham and others, let it be conſidered, that the neceſſary lights 
were long withheld from me by Bridjoo Kiſhote, and that when the accounts 
were at laſt delivered to me, they were far from being complete, and I had 
to collect what was ſcattered in a number of ſmaller articles through a con- 
fuſed niaſs. To make them again incelhigible to your Honour, &c. I found 
muſt be a difficult tafk, fince the Tranſlator himſelf had the ſtructure of a 
Paitch to learn before he could make it clear to another. As I am told there 
is no word of fimilar import in your language, | beg leave to inform you, 
that by the word Paitch is meant a ſtudied perplexity, an artful entangle- 
ment of any ſubject to eſeape detection and obſtruct inquiry, I now ſubm't 
it to your candour to Judge if any juſt cenſure can fall upon me for the de- 
lays which have happened in ſupport of my charge. Both my intereſt and 
injuries were motives ſufficient to hurry me on to eftabl:ſh the grounds of my 
accuſation againſt Mr. Graham, who was ſoon to leave the country. I tried 
many ways in a courſe of law to put a ſtop to his departure; knowing that 
if he once took his leave of this country, my expectations of recovering 
my right would be at an end. But I could not make my council underſtand 
that I had any fair claim upon Mr. Graham ſufficient to arreſt his perſon or 
require bail from him; nice diſtinctions were made, which nobody could 
make me underſtand. I knew I was injured, I knew | had ſuffered great 
indignities, and that was all I knew. tow to obtain ſatisfaction nobody 
could inform me; inſtead of wondering at my delays, it is more to be won- 
dered at that I have preferred any charge at all, and which could never have 
happened but through a combination of circumſtances which has not hap- 
ned at any time before in this country, nor often happens in any other. 

„ Should any queſtion ariſe on the accounts of the province, as col- 
lected from Bridjoo Kiſhore's papers, I beg, that Roop Narrain Choudry 
may be interrogated upon them, as being moſt intelligent upon theſe ſub- 
jets of any of my ſervants. 1 | | 

« There yet remains a great deal to bring to light, and therefore I hum- 
bly entreat that the following perſons may be ordered to repair to Burd- 
wan in order to render a particular account of their reſpective charges, 
viz. Bridjoo Kiſhore, Kiſtnoo Praun Metre, five Vackeels, by name, Lol- 
beharry Roy, Hidderam Muccajee, Ramjoy Mullick, Monahar Roy, and 
Kiſtnoo Deb Metre. 7-07 20 1 V 

« | am further to repreſent, that during the minority of the Raja, Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy Dewan, did at his pleaſure grant ſundry Sunnuds of different 
places to fundry people under colour of gifts of charity and charity lands. Of 

8 | B b theſe, 
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theſe, ſeveral Sunnuds were iſſued for digging Tanks for religious pur poſes, 
which, inſtead of being digged, were turned into arable land. The reve- 
-nue of the company has fulffered much by theſe alienations. I therefore 
beg, that I may be empowered to reſume theſe lands, and that the places 
really deſigned for religious uſes may be employed in no other way, 
Ihe dates of the papers I have incloſed, as I have not dared to Fl them 
up according to the Engliſh reckoning of time, as an error might eaſily hap- 
pen in accommodating your time to ours; and having made a miſtake in 
reckoning, in my firſt petition, from which ſome ungenerous inferences 
were drawn, I dread expoling myſelf to a ſecond attack upon the ſame 


account. 
_ am, Kc. 


Seer 2, | e - ſignature. of the 
10th March, 17735. | 8 


- Ranop of Burdwan,” 


ENCLOSURE, Embezzlements of Mr. John Graham, during his Chief- 
No. * of the Burdwan province, for the Bengal years, 1175. 


1176, and 11773 and allo after his Chiefship in the Bengal years, 1180, 
: and 1181, VIZ. 


1175 J. from) Received by Mr. Graham, through the 
211 to 22d. means of Bridjoo Kiſhore, in ready caſn, from 
the Conſumah's cheſt — — 15,200 
Auſſeen 20th, Received by ditto, through the means of Mock. | 
underam Byſack, and Rammoo Podar, the pro- 
vincial Caſh-keepers — — 4, ocαõο 
N. B. To underſtand the nature of this tranſaction, it will be 
neceſſary to give ſome explanation of it. Firſt, it is ne- 
ceſſary to premiſe, that the caſh collected from the revenues 
of the province was kept under the charge of Mockunderam 
Byſack and Rammoo Podar, the former having been the 
ſervant of Mr. Graham, and the latter the ſervant of the 
Raja; both account with the Chief for the money they 
received. Every body knows that the Raja had a month- 
Iy ſalary allowed him by the Company; but Mr. Graham, 
inſtead of paying this ſalary in one payment every 
month, was uſed to direct it to be paid unequally to Bridjoo 
Kiſhore, who had the charge of the Conſumany, by an order 
addreſſed to the Provincial Caſh-keepers aforeſaid. 7% 
The orders being given to the Provincial Caſh- keep- 
ers, to pay to Bridjoo Kiſhore the above ſum of 4000 rupees 
in the manner which has been deſcribed, Bridjoo Kiſhore does 


Carried forward, 19,2G0 
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Brought forward, 19,200 
not actually receive che ſame in caſh, but obtains a credit 


for it in the Caſh-keeper's books, apart from their office 
as Provincial Caſh-keepers, and. has a running private 
account with them; ſo that whatever ſums Bridjoo Ki- 
ſhore may afterwards chuſe to preſent Mr. Graham, he 
orders to be transferred to his credit, from the above- 
ſaid running private account, which is deſigned to carry 
the face of a private tranſaction between Mr. Graham 
and Bridjoo Kiſhore, on account of trade, buſineſs of ex- 
change, or on any other account. The money ſo ordered | 1 = 
to be paid into the hands of Bridjoo Kiſhore, he fets down | 
as paid into the Conſumah's hands; but never paid it, as the | 
Conſumah is ready to declare ; inſtead of which, he tranſ- 
fers it as above to the credit of Mr. John Graham. In this 
method, Mr. Graham becomes poſſeſſed of the 4000 rupees 
mentioned in this article, by the means of Mockunderam 
Byſack, and Rammoo Podar, the provincial Caſh-keepers. 
It will be incumbent on Bridjoo Kiſhore, who has the charge 
of the Conſumany accounts, or the Conſumah for him, o | 
ſhew how the Conſumah balances an account of money en- 
| tered in his account received, but never received from the 
provincial Caſh- keepers on account of the Raja' $ ſalary. 


oy 


« From 26 to 31 (7 


Aſſur, 0 
„ OOO. 12 July, received by ditto—ditto, afcer the 
e peine Manner fee... — _ 21,000 
« From 6 to Wo — | | 
RAGE, 23 Auguſt, received by ditto — 6,000 
= From 26 to 10 | 
Bhagur,: 31 September, received by ditto. — $5,000 
1176, . | 
<« From 16 to 19 os | 
Jait, 30 May, received by ditto _ 5 1 60, oo 
60 From 26 to 32,9 | : 22457 BEE 
* g 0 15 October, received by ditto Rus 8,000 
a From 11 to 21 to Men Mal 
Shut, 1 April, received * Mr. condi through | 


the hands of Mr, Graham, from Bridjoo 


3 15 


. | — B b 2 Carried forward, 1, 19, 200 


. 4 


— 


k 
3H 
f 
q 
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Brought forward, 1,19, 200 
Kiſhore, to the Provincial Keepers, i in their | 
private Capacity, as explained in the pre- 
ceding entry, to be entered in the Conſu- 


mah's account — ,200 
Ditto Received ditto - ditt by an order from v Briejoo Kiſhore,, 
do the Cazedanha Doroga 


1, o 
N. B. The Cazedaun, or Khauzedaun, is an office in which the 
preſents given to the Raja are kept, and preſents from 
him provided. The Cazedaun ha Daroga, or Over- 
ſeer of this Office, likewiſe diſtributes money in charities- 
at particular times; and whenever his eaſh- is drained, he 
is ſupplied with more, by an order of Bridjoo Kiſhore, on- 
the Conſumah's ebeſt; and whenever there is a fuper-abun- 
dance, the ſame Bridjoo Kiſhore gives an order on the Cazes 
daun, to refreſh his friends with. che en 


11 
1177. From 6 to * « Received by Mr. Graham, through 


Aſſur. means of Mackunderam Byſack, and 
Rammas Pedar,. as explained at large in 
the 24 article of this paper — 40,000 
From 26 to 31 |; | 
Aſſur. Received by ditto—ditto — _ 1,006: 


Received by Mr. Graham, through the means of a. 
bond forged by Bridjoo Kiſhore from the Ra. 
ja, in the name of Modun Byſack, dated 
12 Chait, 1180, or March, A. D. 1174, for: 


principal money — Sa, Rs, $5,000 7 
Intereſt accruing. upon itt: — _ $5,085. 3 40,085- 
2,02,485, 


N. B. This article demands a mecticider . which take as 


follows: 
« Bridjoo Kiſhore orders the above bond tobe drawn out payable to Mo- 
dun Byſack for money borrowed of him, to defray forme expence con- 


tracted abroad, but does not receive any money. The perſon whoſe buſi- 
neſs it is to enter the ſame in the Conſumany account, deſires to know 


how he is to ſet down an aecount of money borrowed by the Rajah, when 
no money has been received; he is told, that the money was borrewed on 
account of the Rajah abroad, from Modun Byſack, and is directed to debit 


the Conſumany account for it as money received from Modun Byſack, tho 


never received, and ſet it off again by. Durbar charges, or houſhold charge. 
In this method the caſh is put right, and Modun Byſack remains with a 
eredit, the amount on the Raja's bond, without having paid any thing 

| or. 
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for 1t. Some time afterwards, Bridjoo Kiſhore orders the Raja's bond to be 


diſcharged by two ſeveral remittances in bills of exchange on Motee Chund's 
houſe at Calcutta, in favour of Modun Byſack, dated 19 Auſſin and 10 


Poos, 1181, which are paid for out of the Conſumah's cheſt, on account 


of a debt due to the Modun Byſack. 
This account ſtated in figures would ſtand thus: 


Conſumah's Caſh.. 


Dr. . Cr. 
1180. 1774. 5 1180. | 
Chait 12. To Modun-Byſack: Chait 12. By Durbar charges 

borrowed of him on ac- (a fallacious entry) to ſet 
count of the Raja, for off the other fallacious en- 
which a bond is given (a try )) 
fallacious entry, no mo- | 
ney: having been received) 35,000 - 33,00 
Aſſin 19. By Modun Byſack 
_ "(a true entry) paid for a 
ß eee 
Poos 10. By Ditto, paid for 
another bill (a true en- 
V 
Modun Byſack. 

Dr: Cr. 

To the amount of bills paid By caſh paid the Raja (falla- 

by the Conſumah (a true cious entry) = -- 35,000/ 

entry,). viz. b DT os 


1 Bill for = 435,000: 
2 Ditto for - = $085 


«© The foregoing article may perhaps be made ſtill more intelligible by 
the following tranſlation of a certificate given by Diaram Burraul, Caſh-. 


| keeper of the Conſumany belonging to the Raja of Burdwan. On the 17th 


of the month Faugun, and year 1181, Bengal tile, faith, . that Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy Dewan to the ſaid Raja, on the r2th of the ſaid month Chait, 
and year 1180, Bengal ſtile, ſent for him to his houſe, and told him to 


make out a bond in the name of Modun Mohun Byſack, for the ſum of 


35,000 rupees, which he did agrecable to ſuch orders, and to which the 
ſaid Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy affixed the ſeal of the ſaid Raja, and with his own: 
hand alſo put or wrote drown thereon the ſaid ſum of 35,000 rupees, which 
being done, he the 1 Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy then told him to enter the ſame 

| in 


* _ * * ht mois 
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in the Conſumany account, to the credit of the faid Modun Mohun Byſack , 
and upon being aſked to what account the uſe or expence of it ſhould be 
charged, anſwered, that it muſt be charged as having been ſent to Lol 
Beharry Roy, one of the Kaja's Vac keels in Calcutta, for the purpoſe of 
the expence of the office of Conſumany, and other offices, there having 
been orders given for the. keffening of the Raja's lalary ; ; to prevent which, 

as allo to ſtrengthen the young Raja's intereſt, & was neceſſary to make 
uſe of it, and that therefore it mult be charged to this account, and to the 
credit of the ſaid Modun Mohun Byſack; that the ſaid Diaram Burraul en- 
tered the tranſaction in the boks agreeable to ſuch inſtructions; but as to 
«he-caſh, or the ſaid Modun Mohun Byfack, he never ſaw either. 

That on the rgth of the month Aſſin, and year 1181, the ſaid Bridjoo 

Kiſhore Roy told him, that in order to pay the ſaid Modun Mohun Byſack 
the money borrowed of him, to get a bill of exchange from Mootechund 
for that purpoſe ; ; agreeable to which he procured ſuch bill from the {aid 
Motechund, in part of what money laid in his hands belonging to the 
Conſumanees, and thereon charged the caſh account of the ſaid Conſuman 
with it, as having paid off the money borrowed of the ſaid Moden Mohun 
Byſack, being 35,000 rupces, on the 19th of the month Aſſin; and on the 
roth of the month Poos another bill of exchange was obtained in the like 
manner for 5085 rupees, OY: for intereſt, amounting in the whole to 
40,00 5 rupees, 

Sie 1 SAMSUNDAR SURMAH. 
| i PIBMEE  2DIARAM SURMAH. 
Witnefs ; 
BoLORAM SURMAH. 

RAMSUNDER SURMAH. 
Ovkoir MANNAR. 


Calcutta, 
the 1oth March, 1775- 


nn. Account of monies unjuſtly taken by Mr. John Graham, | 
No. II. 3 through the means of Ramhorey Choudry, from the 
Ejarah Monteſur, belonging to the mother of the Raja T look 


Chund. 
1774+ 4 
Maug 28. Received by Mr. Graham . „„ RE 
2 þ 2. | 
Juſtey 23. Ditto Ditto - - - - 3,000 
Sraben 1. Ditto Ditto «, - - 2,847 
1176. . 0 | 
Auſſin 19. Ditto Ditto ) 2,000 
Ougron 15, Ditto Ditto 3 Tons Boy =” 
Poos 24. Ditto Ditto — = - 


a — — 2 


Carried forward, 20,676 
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5 | Draught forward, 20,676 

Chait 10. Received by Mr. Graham, - | a 389 
1178. | YO 

Juſtey 30. Ditto Ditto - - - = '15,000 
| Calcatia, | 


10th March 1775. 


ENCLOSURE Memorandum of the money expended from the Conſumany 
No. III. 5 caſh, found out as per that account, and ſaid to be received 
by Governor Mr. Haſtings, and Gentlemen of Council. | 
Paid by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy to Governor Mr. ann Rems By ſack to 
the 1 Aſſur year 1180 at Calcutta 15,000. 
Ditto to Gentlemen of Councit by four bills of exchange 
for total ſum 90,000 rupees, drawn on the houſe of Moote- 
chund, in favour of Laulbeary Vackel, in year 1180, viz, 
$ Bhaudur 21 = 1 Bill fo — 45,000 
Cartuck 8 - 1 Ditto 4 ͤ ˙ðùlh“ RIS 
Poos ?Ü - 20,000 
Chait ar- -: 1 Ditto - — _ 10,000. 
DB A To 90,000 
Ditto to Gentlemen of Council by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, for 
ſo much ſaved out of the expences from Poolbundey *, Buxey 
Dufter +, or from the Tannadars Þ, &c. - - 


1 


455000 


— — — — : 


Calcutta, © : | Rupees 3 150, 0 
ban ne 1775- 


— 


— 2 


Ka E, | Account of the money paid by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy out det the 


No. IV. 3 Conſumany's caſh to Cantoo- Baboo and his mate, Banian of 
Severe Mr. Haſtings. 


Paid to Cantoo Baboo - - 4a 5.000 
Ditto to Kiſlenchurn Chaturjeah the Mate 6&7. - EO 


Rupees - 54,500 


Calcutta, 
10th March, 1775. 


ExclosugE, Embezzlements of Bobany Churn Metre, the Banian of Mr. 
No. V. John Graham, during the time he was reſident at Burdwan, 
in Bengal years 1174, 1175, 1176, and 1177, and likewiſe after- 
wards in Bengal years 110 and. i 181, as Dewan on. the. part of the 
Company in the ſaid province, viz. 


1174, Received by Bowbany Churn Metre, By the hands of - 


Jait. F Gavindram Pany, ready money from the Conſumnah's. | 
N elt - 5 ts; i 8 4eo 
Carried forward, 40⁰0 


8 Se the agcounts verified on oath,. pages 275, 2 6, and 277. 


Money allowed for repairing 8 banks, and bridges. + The office of pay- 
maſter. | t The commanders of ſmall forts. V1: 
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Brought forward, 400 


Sawan 22. Received by Bowbany Churn Metre, through the 


means of Kiſſenperon Metre, ready * from the 


Conſumnah's cheſt * 8 - 600 
From the 11th} Received by ditto, through the means of Door- 
to 15th Aſſin. F garam Goſaul, ditto on - 1,300 


N. B. The three foregoing ſums taken without diſguiſe from 
the Conſumah's caſh cheſt, by the order of Bridjoo Kiſhore. 

Received by ditto, through the means of Doorgaram Goſaul, 
ready money from the Bahaular, or Cauſedawn - 15000 

N. B. The nature of this tranſaction has been already ex- 
plained in a paper delivered into Council this day, entitled 
Embezzlements of Mr. J. Graham, &c. | 

From the 26th? Received by ditto, through the means of Sunker 


to 29th Aſſin. Metre 7 W * 1 5 - | | 125 
Maug 21. Received by ditto, ditto - 'S , 100 
1175. 

From 6 to 107 Received by ditto, through the means of Ram- 

Bhauder. moo Podar, ditto - - „600 
F _— 3% (Received by ditto, ditto - 5 600 
F wy 3 FReceived by ditto, ditto - 600 

artic. Fr ET . 5 
a FReceived by ditto, — ditto 85 - 1,000 


N. B. The foregoing ſix articles are of the ſame nature with 
the ſecond article explained in the paper, entitled Embez- 
zlements of Mr. John Graham, above quoted. 

Maung. Received by ditto, of Ramperſaud Vakeel of Bobany 


Churn Metre, ready money you from s CR, or 
Bahaulah - 2,000 


Chait. Received by ditto, through the means of Kiſſen Dosis 


Roy, the Gomaſtah of the Raja, ready money from the 
Cauſedawn, or Bahaulah - - - 500 
N. B. The two foregoing articles have been explained above 
in the 7 article, 
- 3450, E 
From 1 to 197 Received by ditto, through hi means of Data- 


„ "Jak; ram Dutt . 177000 


Received by ditto, through the means of Rammoo Podar - 1,400 


TORR iy * F Received 7 ditto, ditto „ „1,0 
phe” kg ö Received by ditto, ditto 25 =o 
From 1 to 5 3 by Bobany Churn Metre, through tho 

Poos. means of Rammoo PodaeTr 2000 
F 1 e Received by ditto, ditto ; . 


Carried forward, 20,825 


„ 

Brought f forward, 
N. B. The foregoing ſix articles are of the ſame nature with 
the ſecond article explained in a paper delivered into 


Council this day, entitled Embezzlements of Mr. John 


Graham. 
117% - 
From 21 to31 Liquidated by Bobany Churn Metre, the balance 
* Byſack. due from himſelf, an account of farms rented 


by him of the Zemindary _ - 4 


N. B. This money was incloſed as received, though not re- 
ceived in provincial caſn, and ſet off n as paid to the 
Conſumany account, the Raja's Salary. 

1177. 
From 6 to 10 ere by Bobany Churn Metre, through the 
Aſſur. means of Rammoo Poder 


N. B. This money was taken out of the reaſiry, and ſet 


down as paid to the Conſumany account, the Raja's 
ſalary. 


1181. | 
29 Augun. Received by ditto, by the hands 4 Butcheram 


Metre, who took the ſame from the provincial treaſury, 


by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore, and ſer down as paid to the 
Conſumany, on account of the Rajah's ſalary = 


Maug 12. Liquidated by Bobany Churn Metre the balance Jas 


from himſelf, on account of farms rented by him of the 
Zemindary, — — 
This article explained above, under date 2 1 to 31 Byſaack. 
1181. Received by Bobany Churn Nane e the means 
of Rammoo Podar - 7 
Received by ditto, by the means s of Bucteram Metre - 


N. B. This article and the preceding agrees with that above of 
29 Augun 


20, 8 23 


1,3009 


6560 


4,000 


1,000 
650 


— 


Calcutta, 
10th March, 1775. 


3 


22 


Rupees 


Liſt of the following Jewels received by Bobany Churn Metre Sow the Ranny, 
being her own property, in the year 1180, for which be is bound to give an 


 acCOUNT, 
Gold Paunchey, or bracelets — 1 Pair. 
Ditto, Denny, or ear-ring ſet with ſtones, I Ditto. 
Ditto, Dawney ditto, — — 1 Ditto. 
Ditto, Bennah ditto, — — 1 Ditto. 
Ditto, Surpuh ditto,  — — 1 Ditto. 
Ditto, Paundaun or Betle box with baſon, 1 
Ditto, Ban, — — — 1 Pair. 
Ditto, Bullah, or rings for the hands, 1 Ditto. 
Calcutta, 


roth March, 1773. E Cc 


if 
% 
F 
| 
4 
4 
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| Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, Dewan at Burdwan, employed on the Coins 


and Kazedaun ſince Bengal year 1175 to 1170 as Naib, acted as 
Dewan, and from 1177 to 1181 to | the month of Augun as full 


Dewan, 
„ 

To caſh, paid you my allowance from the Company for 
ſeven years, — — — 
To ditto, my allowance as Muſgoorat Toncha from the 
Company, = — — — 
To ditto, my allowance to defray the expence of 
Pooneah, — _ — 
To profits on the Malgoozary, — — 


To caſh, paid you from the Company my allowance of 


Purboony, &8&c, — — N 


To caſh, paid you from the Company account the cere- 


mony or Chauraud on the death of my father, 
To ſalary paid you by the ſervants, — . 


To ditto from the Tanahdar — _ 9 


To caſh, recovered by you account the Falook of my 


| To profits on the Ejarah Pergunnah i Monſhurry y. 


To caſh, paid you to N the expences of my e 
or Deory, QC, — 
To caſh, paid you from my own caſh or Kazedan, 


| To caſh, lent you at your coming down 


to Calcutta in the month of Juſtey in 
the year 1177, paid by the hand of 
Riſtnodoolaul Roy, one of the Deory 
ſervants as follows, 

Auckboroy Mohurs 5000 at 16 ru- 


pees each, — 
Soltaney or Chukeens 1000 at 48 
rupees each, — — 4,500 © © 


Sicca rupees, 


16,15,931 


9 o 
3.55,958 0 © 
1,76, 43 0 © 
21,118 Oo O 
£0,500 © 
40,220 9. 
52935 0 
1,44,031 8 1 
13,963 9 1 
33.758 8 © 
2,59-712 8 0 
84,500 ©. © 


29,929,905. 3 1 


Bridjoo 
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Bridioo 2 ;ſhore Roy, Dewan at Burdwan, employed on the Conſumanny 
and Razedaun ſince Bengal year 1175 to 1176 as Naib, afted as 
Dewan, and from 1177 to 1 181 to the month of Augun as full 


Dewan, 


By ſundry diſborſewricats faid to be made by you as fol- 


lows: 
Burdwan and Calcutta Durbar expences, 8 10,771 
Family expences, or Booteads, 3,94, 3 10 


Dead ſtock, or Toſſacanah expences, 4, 04, 537 
Account buildings, repairs, and daily | 


expences, — — 1,27,051 
Servants wages — — 2, 63, 85 
Account preſents, or Nozor, 95808 
God offering, or Poojah, . 
Account Brammoneys, or Gonſoy, &c. 47,170 
Ezarah Cazanah, or rent, — 43,142 
Account the ceremony or Chauraud of 
my father, _ — 76,813 


Account the expences of my being 


|  Brammoney, or Chooracaron, — 56,129 
Charges general,  — — t, 80, 936 
Account the expences of Rannys at 

- Amboab, | mt. — 37.000 
Ranny's own expence, — — 1, 32, 248 
Received in caſh by the Ranny, 40, 147 
Ditto in my own caſh, or Kazedaun, 1,16, 641 


The amount paid account the loans of 


money with intereſt, — 65,492 


13 6 
9 
6 


209, o, 405 3 


By balance due by him, account loans as per contra, 


Sicca rupees, 


Extracted the above accounts from Bridjoo Kiſhore's papers. 


Ce 2 


K OV 0.0: 


0 ONO OO 


© 


QAO 


84,5c0 © 


29,90,905 


p 
0 
IJ I 


N. B. 
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N. B. The article of Burdwan and Calcutta Durbarꝰ expences, amount- 
ing to rupees 8, 10,771 13 6, which Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy credits himſelf 
for in the foregoing accounts, I deſire the particulars of, as that money, if 
diſburſed, has been diſburſed without my privity or conſent. I further 
humbly intreat, that the perſons to whom ſuch ſums may be ſaid to have 
been paid may be confronted with Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, and that he alſo 
deliver the particulars of all the other articles ſet down by him, that I may 
have an opportunity given me of proving the overcharges, if any ; that he 
alſo declare what is become of the 5000 Mohurs and the 1000 Chekeens, 
amounting to 85,500 Sicca rupees, paid him by the hands of Kiſnodoolaul 
Royon of the Dewry ſervants. 

& ] have delivered as above, whatever accounts have been given me of 
the Conſumanney and Kazedaun ; but I have received no accounts of the 
ready money, jewels, and goods which my huſband ſtood poſſeſſed of at the 
time of his deceaſe; nor have I received accounts of what has been received 
by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy from the Choota and Burra Dewry in caſh, and to 
whom paid; nor what has been received on account Poolbundy and 
Buxey Dufter; for all which reaſons it is my earneſt requeſt, that Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy may be directed to attend me to Burdwan, in order to give a 

full account of his truſt, and be confronted with ſuch perſons as may have 
diſpoſed of any part of my eſtate by his order, 


Calcutta, 0th March, 1775. 


Ordered, That the Perſian letter and accounts accompanying it be tranſlated» 

It being inquired who brought the foregoing letter and accounts, the Se- 
cretary's Jemautdar anſwered, they were given to him by a Servant of Mr. 
Fowke's. 

The Governor-general © Deſires they may be firſt ſhewn to the Ranny, and 
that ſhe may be queſtioned whether ſhe ſent theſe papers or not.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Elliot, the Superintendant of the Khalſa records, ac- 
companied by a Moonſhy and the Ranny's Vakeel, do go immediately to 
the Ranny's houſe, and aſk her, whether the Perſian incloſures, accompany- 
ing the Engliſh petition and incloſures, ſealed with her ſeal, was written and 
ſent by her order; and that they be read to her by the Moonſhy attending. 

The Geverner general © Deſires allo he may have copies of the letter and 
its incloſures.“ , 


The General © Delires Mr. Elliot may be ſent for to the Board to receive 
his inſtructions,” 
The Vakeel being called in, is aſked, If he brought a letter from the Ranny 
of Burdwan, delivered in this morning! ? 
ie anſwers, he brought it. 
Queſt. Did you bring g it from the Ranny 2” 


fuſe | Yes. lt is ligned by Roop Narrain Chowdry, and Roop Narrain 
is here.“ 


* Durbar expences mean money given 10 perſons in power. Vide gloſſary annexed to the 
printed trial of Nundocomar. + About 100, ol. Sterling. 


The 
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The Secretary's Jemautdar being called in, and aſked who gave it him. 
Anſ. He (the Vakeel) delivered it; Mr. Fowke's Hircarrah * firſt de- 
4 it to the Vakeel, and then the Vakeel gave it me.” 

ueſt. Would you know the Hircarrah if you was to ſee him again! ? 
Anſ. Yes, —He came again and brought a note to the General.” 
Ordered further, That Mr. Elliot do require from the Ranny the original. 
accounts from which the accounts incloſed in her N were tranſlations. 


Extract of the PROS JE of the Governor General and 
Council in the Revenue Depariment, the 1 ith of March, 


2775. 
At a COUNGIL 


PRESENT, 


The Hon. WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq; Goremor-generl, Preſident, 
Lieut. General CLAVERING, 
The Hon. GEORGE MONSON, 
- RICHARD BARWELL, Je : 
PHILIP FRANCIS, Toa: 


Read and approved the Proceedings of yeſterday. 
Read the following Petition from the Ranny of Burdwan. 


T o the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eh; Preſi dent and Governor 
and Council of Revenue. 


&« Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 

&« have received your orders of the gth inſtant by means of your 
Secretary Mr. Sumner, which did not arrive till the Council were ſeated 
this day ; had it arrived ſooner, I ſhould have been able to have returned a 
full anſwer. The following words in the orders aforeſaid ; namely, That 
it was proper I ſhould apply to Council for their permiſſion to return to my 
ewn home as I had by their permiſſion come down here, appears to be an 
alluſion to ſome former letter which J cannot comprehend, I conceive in 
this there muſt have been ſome miſtake, and therefore I humbly requeſt 
that I may be indulged with the peruſal of the original Letter alluded to, 
or that my ſervant who attends may be allowed to take a copy of it at the 
Council Houſe. I hope I ſhall never forget the duty and reſpect I owe to 
this Government, 
I am, &c. 
Calcutta, 1oth March, 1775. The ſignature of the 


ana 11 — 
171 — 


Ranny of Burdwan.” 


* Meſſenger. 
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To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Preſident and Governor 
and Council of Revenue of Fort William. 


95 Hondourable Sir and Sirs, 

« It is with the profoundeſt ſubmiſſion, veneration, and reſpect that I 
deſire the permiſſion of remonſtrating againſt the ſeverity of your command 
received yeſterday, directing me to deliver into the hands of Mr, Elliot all 
the papers and accounts of Bridjoo Kiſhore, relative to his management 
of my eſtate, 

ee had in the morning been acquainted by a letter from your Secretary 
Mr. Sumner, that unleſs 1 made my charge good againſt Bridjoo Kiſhore 
within a month, his innocence would be admitted. In the afternoon, by 
ordering Bridjoo Kiſhore's papers out of my hands, you take away the only 
evidence I have in ſupport of the charge I have already advanced, and 
you deprive me of the means of making further diſcoveries. 

Happy for me the evidence contained in Bridjoo Kiſhore's papers is 
inconteſtible: ſo long as they are kept ſafe, I know that I am ſo: yet acci- 
dents may happen to them, and where the all of any perſon is at ſtake, it is 
allowable to feel anxiety. I ſee my honour, character and fortune, even 
the ſplendor of my houſe included in their preſervation, I feel upon this 
occaſion both anxicty and anguiſh! Diſtracted with theſe reflections I have 
' ventured to detain a few leaves, which contain a particular and circumſtan- 
tial proof of facts ſet forth in my paper N“. 3. incloſed in the letter I 
had the honour to write to you under date the 1oth inſtant, Theſe too I. 
am ready to reſign unto your own hands by my ſervant Roop Narrain 
Choudry if ſuch be your will, proſtrating my ſelf at your feet, and humbly 
craving your pardon for this ſhort detention of them in diſobedience of 
your orders. | 

« In ſurrendering the papers which mention the name of the Governor 
General, I beg 1 may be underſtood to do it in compliance with my duty 
and a regard to my own ſafety. I muſt condemn, or be condemned. No 
alternative is left me. As a private perſon, I ſincerely feel pain, whilſt I 
_ exhibit the charge; and if I knew of any terms by which I might expreſs 
my reſpect ſtronger, my inclination would lead me to make uſe of them. 
I lament that words cannot be ſoftened, in this Place, equal to the ſenti- 
ments I feel. 

„ When I wiſhed to have your permiſſion to return ſoon to Burdwan, it 
never occurred to me as a poſſible caſe that Bridjoo Kiſhore could be ordered 
again into my ſervice, after the proots I had in my poſſeſſion of his infide- 
lity and robberies 1n his own hand-writing, 
„I humbly beg pardon for the offence I have given, in not having ex- 
preſſed myſelf more cautiouſly in reſpect to my return; all I can fay in my 
defence is, that it was the fartheſt from my intention to make-uſe-of any 
expreſſions but ſuch as ſuited with the dignity of this government. 

&« It is true that I ſuffer both in body and mind, whilſt 1 ſtay here; and 

as my ſervants can do all that may be expected from me, 1 ſhall accept, 
11 | with 
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with gratitude, your permiſſion to return with my ſon to Burdwan. The 
difficulties and obſtacles to obtaining my right in a courſe of law, are ſuch 
as I dread to contend with; and 1 would rather loſe a large ſum of money 
than be haraſſed with too tedious a proceſs in a language I do not under- 
ſtand. 

«: Whatever favour and indulgence ſhall be ſhewn to me and my family, 
will, I flatter myſelf, be fully repaid to the Company in their revenues, 
being well aſſured that the antiquity of my houſe will always operate to 
the Company's advantage, by the influence it will have in eſtabliſhing that 
authority over the Riots neceſſary in the collections, and in ſecuring that 
obedience which will be chearfully yielded to a family who has ſo many 
years preſided over them. 

Jam, &c. 
Calcutta, 11th March, 1775, The ſignature of the 
— 12 


Ranny of Burdwan,” | 


The Governor moves, © „That the Perſian accounts delivered by the Ranny, 
being the originals from which the Engliſh account incloſed in her Petition 
delivered into the Board were taken, be ſent to Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, and 
that he be required to declare whether they are genuine, and whether they 
agree with the account delivered by him to the Ranny.“ 

Mr. Francis. ** IT am of opinion that Mr. Elliot ſhould be forthwith or- 
dered to attend the Board with the papers which he received from the Ranny, 
and that Bridjoo Kiſhore be likewiſe ordered to attend with his Mohrir, and 

both of them examined, on oath, relative to the queſtion propoſed by the 
Governor General.” 

The Honourable George Monſon. © 1 think Mr. Elliot and Bridjoo Kiſhore- 
ſhould be ordered to attend immediately.” 

General Clavering. ] agree to Mr. Francis's opinion.” 

Agreed, That the requeſt contained in her petition of the roth March 
be complied with.“ 

The Superintendant of the Khalſa attends the Board, and delivers the 
following report; he alſo brings with him the. papers entruſted to him by 
the Ranny, in a bundle under her ſeal. 

« In conſequence of the Board's orders of yeſterday, the Superintendant 
of the Khalſah records proceeded immediately to the houſe of the Ranny of 
Burdwan; where, upon his firſt entrance, he was met by Khooſh- hall | 
Chund, with whoſe perſon he was perfectly unacquainted. The Superin- 
tendant having informed him that he had waited upon the Ranny by orders 
of the Governor-General and Council, was anſwered, that he could not then 
be admitted; but upon the order of the Board being repeated, Khooſh- 
hall Chund retired into the inward apartments; from whence, after remain- 
ing about a quarter of an hour, he returned, and delivered a meſſage from 
the Ranny, ** That ſhe could not at that time admit the Superintendant ; 
but that, having the moſt perfect confidence in her Dewan, Khooſh-hall : 


Chung, . 
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Chund, ſhe requeſted the orders of the Board might be communicated to 
him.” The Superintendant again repeated, in a more peremptory manner, 
that it was his orders to converſe with the Ranny alone, and therefore de- 
fired that no time might be loſt in ineffectual meſſages. Khooſh-hall Chund, 
upon hearing this, once more retired; and, after another abſence of about 
ten minutes, introduced the Superintendant into the Ranny's apartments. 
After the cuſtomary compliments had paſſed, the Moonſhee * who attended 
Was directed to read the papers to the Ranny, who was concealed behind a 
Purdah +, and to explain them to her in the Mooriſh language, when the 
Ranny appeared to underſtand the contents of the papers. Ihe Superintend- 
ant aſked, if ſuch papers had been written and delivered into the Council 
by her orders? — She anſwered in the affirmative; and added, that they had 
been drawn up from the accounts delivered to her from Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 
She likewiſe acknowledged the ſeal upon the Engliſh papers to be her's, 
which ſhe ſaid had been affixed to them in her preſence. The Superintend- 
ant then deſired that ſhe would order the original accounts of Bridjoo Kiſhore 
Roy, from which ſhe had formed her petition and incloſures, to be deli- 
vered to him; this ſhe profeſſed herſelf unable to do immediately, as they 
were depoſited in the houſe of the Mohrir; but promiſed to ſend them in 
two or three hours, which ſhe accordingly did; and they are now in the 
poſſeſſion of the Superintendant, under her ſeal. %%% 8 
© The Superintendant thinks it his duty to inform the Board, that it 
appeared in the courſe of his converſation with the Ranny, that Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy's accounts, from which ſhe had drawn up her addreſs to the 
Board are not under his ſignature, but are only ſigned by his Mohrir. He 
likewiſe thinks it neceſſary to mention that Dowlee Churn, the Ranny's 
Vackeel, endeavouring to go into the inward apartments of the Ranny upon 
their firſt arrival, was prevented by the Superintendant, 
(fgned) ALEX. ELLIOT. 
March 11, 1775. | Superintendant Khal. Rec®.” 


The Governor obſerves, “ That a miſtake has been made in the order for 
demanding the original of the Engliſh accounts, which were incloſed in the 
Ranny's petition delivered yeſterday to the Board. His meaning was to de- 
fire that the original accounts in the Perſian or Bengal language, from 
which the Engliſh tranſlations were made, might be laid before the Board; 
as it is certain that neither the Ranny nor any of her ſervants underſtood 


ugliſh, and therefore the account muſt have been firſt drawn out in a lan- 


guage familiar to them before the Engliſh account could be written, Ir ap- 
pears that the packet now {ent by the Ranny contains all the original ac- 
counts ſaid to be delivered to her by Bridjoo Kiſhore, which the Governor 
propoles ſhould be returned. . 5 a, 

« To explain to Mr. Francis, who was not yeſterday at the Board, the na- 
ture of my demand, I beg leave to add, that the packet ſent by the Ranny 


to the Board yeſterday morning contained a perition in the Englith language; 


* Perſian Secretary. | + A cuitaia, 8 
| | T two 
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two Perſian papers, which J underſtood to be the originals of that petition; 
and ſundry accounts written in the Engliſh language; but the originals of 
thoſe accounts are the originals from which thoſe accounts were tranſlated. 

I require thoſe originals; I ſhall be ſatisfied even with copies from thoſe 
originals; but I inſiſt upon their being demanded immediately before they 
can be tranſlated from the Engliſh.” 

Ar. Francis. © As 1 underſtand from Mr. Elliot's report, that the 


Ranny's petition, together with the accounts annexed to it, to which ſhe 


has affixed her ſignature, were read to her in Perſian, and in the Mooriſh 
language ; and That ſhe acknowledged them to be her accounts, and alſo 


that the two other Engliſh accounts to which her ſignature is alſo affixed 
were ſhewn to her, and that ſhe acknowledged them alſo, I am of opinion 


that the papers ſo authenticated are the originals, for the contents of which 
ſhe 1s anſwerable, and that this Board have no right to demand any other 
papers from her.“ 

Colonel Monſon. © I am of opinion that the papers to which the Ranny 
has affixed her ſignature, muſt be deemed original papers, and the papers 


from which they may have been copied, can only be looked upon as extracts 


from the original papers {ent in by Bridjoo Kiſhore : I therefore think ſhe is 
reſponſible for the contents, and that 1 It is unneceſſary to require of her the 
foul drafts of her accounts.” 


General Clavering. I underſtood vefterday that the Engliſh petition, | 


and the Engliſh accounts that were ſent to the Board of Revenue, were 


tranſlations from the Perſian petition, and the Perſian accounts which ac- 
companied them; I thought it a juſtice due to the Governor-genera), and to 


the perſons accuſed in the petition, to acquieſce in the motion made by the 
Governor-general, to demand from the Ranny the original papers and ac- 
counts from which thoſe accounts had been extracted; theſe papers and 


accounts I underſtand have now been delivered to us by Mr. Elliot, and I. 


wiſh that Bridjoo Kiſhore might be called in to be examined upon oath in 
regard to the originality and authenticity of the papers and accounts in 


quettion, The Ranny, by a letter written to the Board to-day, now offers 
to ſend in by her ſervant Roop Narrain Chowdry ſome other papers which 


ſhe had reſerved veſterday, containing, as ſhe ſays, a particular and cir- 
cumſtantial proof of the facts ſet forth in her paper, No. 3. encloſed in 
her letter of yeſterday. I think it agreeable to juſtice that this paper ſhould 
likewiſe be ſent for, and authenticated by the Board.“ 

The Governor General, ] beg leave to remark upon the General's mi- 
nute, that ic is no anſwer to my queſtion, it being impoſſible that the Engliſh 
accounts which were {ent yeſterday with the Ranny's een can be tranſla- 
tions of the great volumes which are ROW before the Board, 1 want the 

riginals of thoſe tranſlations.” - 

General Cl: ering. * I never. ſaid that the Engliſh petition preſented 


yeſterday was a tranſlation of the papers now before us; I ſaid, it was a tranſ- 


lation from the Perſian petition, and that the accounts, as I underitand, were 


IMewiſe tranſlations from the Perſian accounts tranimiited along with her pe- 
D d tition. 
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tition. I conſider the papers before us, and thoſe which ſhe declares ſhe 
will ſend, containing the particular and circumſtantial proofs of the facts ſhe 
has alledged, as the original vouchers, which ſhe herſelf received from Bridjoo 
Kiſhore; and which, if they were examined, would prove, or diſprove, the 
facts contained in her petition,” 

The Governor General. I would wiſh to ſhorten the debate, by deſiring, 
that the General would declare whether he 1s for or againſt the queſtion. 

| Again, I repeat my queſtion in other words, The Engliſh accounts which 
were incloſed with the Ranny's petition delivered yeſterday, muſt have been 
tranſlated from Perſian, or Bengal accounts, I deſire that thoſe Perſian or 
Bengal accounts may be demanded of the Ranny.“ 

General Clavering. The Governor General cannot have a more convinc- 
ing proof of my candour towards him, than my agreeing to his propoſition 
yeſterday, that all the original papers from which the Ranny had extracted 
her accounts ſhould be delivered up. In doing this, I believe, I went far- 
ther than I could juſtify towards the Ranny, in depriving her of the only 

Proofs by which ſhe could aſcertain the facts mentioned in her petition, The 
only papers reſerved, ſhe ſays, ſhe is now willing to deliver up; and, there- 

fore, I agree in the Governor's propoſition, that this paper may be called 
for.“ 

Governor General. Having made many ineffectual efforts to bring the 
queſtion to a concluſion, | gave it up, underſtanding it to be determined 
againſt me. I made no requiſition for the paper alluded to by the General. 
1: agree with the General, that the demand of all her papers was improper ; 
it was the fartheſt in the world from my intention to make ſuch a demand, as 
it could not anſwer my purpoſe.” 


Ordered, That Mr. Elliot return to the a wich the bundle of papers, 
now brought from her. e 


Read the following Letter from the Ranny of Burdwan. 
Revenue Depart- Ty 


ae s the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Preſident, and Council of 


tion, 14th March | Revenue at F ort , lam, 
1775. | 


« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


« cannot ſufficiently expreſs my thanks for the favour you have done 

me in returning Bridjoo Kiſhore's papers of accounts into my hands. My 

_ Paiſhkar + aſſures me, there are yet many which have been never put into his 

hands at all. Ir will be the ſtudy of my life, to behave ſo as to merit the 

countenance and protection of the upright government under which I 
live. 

« [ humbly intreat that a day may be fixed for conferring the Khelait * 


on me and my ſon, and my ſervants, as has always been cuſtomary, and Winch 
will be received with the utmoſt gratitude. 


+ Accomptant, * An honorary dreſs, 


9 As 


= 


« As my honour is deeply at ſtake in proving what I have advanced, I 
muſt further requeſt, that Roop Narrain Chowdry and Bridjoo Kiſhore may be 
brought face to face before council. It will then be ſeen whether Bridjoo 
Kiſhore will deny his own hand-writing, and the countenance of the innocent 
will be diſtinguiſhed from the countenance of the guilty. The innocent, 
our wiſe men ſay, will look up, and the guilty will look down. The guilty 
man will not ſtand in the preſence of his accuſer, he will be aſhamed. 


I am, &c. 


Calcutta, 13th March, 1775. The Signature of the Ranny,” 
HEN Ih — 12 
Mr. Francis. I move, that the requeſt of the Ranny to have a day fix- 
ed for conferring the Kbelaat on her, her ſon, and ſervants, as I underſtand 
has been cuſtomary, may be complied with.“ | | 
Governor Gen:ral, © ] beg leave to inform the Board, that as far as I 
underſtand the cuſtom, the Khelaat, is not uſually granted when a Zemindar 
attends at the Sudder, or capital, on a requiſition of his own, and not for the 
ſervice, or at the ſummons of government. The reaſon aſſigned for the Ranny's 
appearance in Calcutta was, that ſhe was in fear of her life, and deſired to 
come down to Calcutta as to an aſylum; and, I think, therefore, that neither 
ſhe or her ſon are intitled to a Khelaar at their return.“ | 5 
Mr. Francis. 1 do not pretend to affirm that the Ranny, or her ſon, 
are ſtrictly intitled to this mark of our regard. I underſtand the conferring 
the Khelait to be a compliment. A compliment implies voluntary grace 
and favour. The Ranny, as a woman of the firſt rank, and as a widow, and 
her ſon the Rajah, as an infant, ſeem to me to deſerve not only a real and 
effectual protection from this government, but marks of grace and favour; 
particularly thoſe marks, the refuſal of which, in the eyes of the natives, 
amounts to a poſitive diſgrace. Of this nature I underſtand conferring 
the Khelzat to be. EE | 
Mr. Barwell. ** I do not recollect in any of the proceedings of the government 
ſince the Company's acceſſion to the Dewanny a motion ſuch as the preſent. I 
have always underſtood that the head of the government was to be held up in 
that ſuperior light to the natives, that a voluntary compliment to a perſon who 
had no expreſs right to it, was left ſolely in his gift. In matters that concern 
the government itſelf, it has been the cuſtom for the Preſident always to 
propoſe ſuch honorary diſtinctions as were proper to the occaſion; but where 
the government is not concerned, it appears to me ſomewhat ſtrange, that a 
matter of this nature ſhould be introduced. It would indeed allow of ſome 
excuſe, had it been affirmed, that the Khelaat required on behalf of the 
Ranny was ſuch as ſhe. was intitled to, and had been refuſed by the Preſi- 
dent. In this caſe, the matter would properly have come before the Board, 
but that the Ranny herſelf did not think, in the intimation ſhe gave to the 
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Board of her intention to leave Calcutta, that ſhe was intitled to this mark 
of particular favour, appears upon the face of that letter of intimation. She 
appears now to have altered her opinion, and being taught to ſhew that re- 
ſpect to government which ſhe had formerly neglected to do, concludes her 
requeſt of permiſſion to return, with deſiring a Khelaart, She condeſcends 
to make the requiſition for her return, merely in reſpect to the authority of 
the Board; but ſhe adds to the ſighting inſult ſhe has already ſhewn to the 
| Governor, by deviating in the uſual courſe of application in theſe cafes, and 
defiring, in fact, that the Preſident may be ordered by the Board to give her 
a Khelaat, which ſhe has no right to claim but as mere indulgence and favour. 
I cannot, therefore, give my voice for granting the prayer of her petition in 
this particular, as 1 conceive it would be declaring to the world, that it is a 
mortification we inflict on the Preſident, for the gratification of the Ranny 
of Burdwan, who will more than ever, from the ſucceſs and management of 
her applications, be encouraged to look down upon the firſt officer in the 
ſtate, and to hold him merely in the light of a pageant. I am, therefore, as 
I faid before, againſt the Board's inſiſting on the Governor's preſenting the 
Ranny with a Khelaat, and for leaving it entirely with the Preſident.” 

The Honourable Mr. Monſon, © I underſtand that the conferring the 
Khelait is an act of compliment; as the Ranny and her fon are people of the 
firſt rank in this country, 1 think that mark of diſtinction is due to them 
from this government; I, therefore, am of opinion, that the uſual Khelaats 
thould be given nem,” HE: is 5 N 

General Clavering. © I am of opinion, that a Khelaat could not be refuſ- 
ed her, without fixing a ſtigma of diſhonour upon her and her fon, which 
never could be effaced. I am, therefore, for the motion.” _ 

Governor General. 1] conſider this as a freſh inſtance added to the liſt of 
indignities offered to me perſonally ; and, therefore, I will not conſent 
to it.“ 

The majority of the Board are of opinion, that a Khelaat ſhould be 
granted to the Ranny of Burdwan and her ſon, 

Mr. Francis. © I move that the Khelaat may be conferred on the young 
Raja in Council, on Friday next, and that the Preſident be requeſted to 
confer it; but that if it be diſagreeable to him, that then the ceremony may be 
performed by the oldeſt member of the Council who may happen to be 

reſent.“ : 

Mr. Barvell. I am againſt the motion for reaſons already aſſigned 
in the former queſtion, that it will render the Governor a pageant.” 

The Honourable Mr. Monſon, 

General Clavering, | 

Governor General, ] object to the motion for the reaſons which I have 
already aſſigned, and becaule it propoſes a change in the conſtitution of the 
government, againſt which I ſolemaly proteſt. The reſolution of the Board 
can be carried into execution only by their Preſident, or by their Secretary, 
and they have no right to ſubſtitute any other member of the Board nam 

| | orm 


5 are for the motion. 
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form that office; it is to raiſe that member above the Preſident, which I be- 
lieve to be the intent of the Board; all their meaſures have an evident ten- 
dency to that end. I will not be preſent at it, nor wilt I ſummon a Council 
for that purpoſe. Iwill meet the Board daily; and twice a day, if they will 
enter upon the diſcuſſion of ſuch affairs as regard the intereſt of the Com- 
pany; but I will not aſſiſt them in a triumph over myſelf.“ 

Mr. Francis. I beg leave to aſk the Governor General a queſtion for 
information : Whether it 1s his opinion, that if he, or any future Governor 
General, as this government is now conſtituted, ſhould reſolve not to ſend 
out ſummons for the meeting of the Council, there could for that reaſon be 
no Council aſſembled ? 


Governor General, © Caſes may poſſibly occur and have occurred in the | 


courſe of human affairs, which have rendered it neceſſary to break through 
the molt poſitive inſtitutions, and the neceſſity has been commonly deemed 
a juſtification for the breach of them. Ir is the rule of this ſervice, that 
the Preſident only can ſummon the Meetings of the Board, and diſſolve the 


Meetings, I believe 1 may venture to afhrm, that there is not an inſtance 


in the Company's annals cf the Council having either been ſummoned 
by any other authority, or adjourned by any other ; and I conceive it to be 
a point ind.iputable, that all the former rules and uſages of the ſervice 
which have not been abrogated or changed by the late Act of Parliament, 


and the inſtructions of the Court of Directors ſubſequent to it, ſtill remain 


in full force. If a caſe ſhall ever occur in which the Preſident ſhall refuſe; 
or neglect to ſummon the members of the Council to meet for the diſpatch 
2 real buſineſs, and an evident loſs and injury is likely to be ſuſtained by 

he Company during ſuch ſuſpenſion, in ſuch caſe the other members of the 
Bod might be juſtified in breaking through the preſcribed forms, and in; 


atſuming an unauthorized power for the intereſt of the Company. In any 


other inltance theſe proceedings would in my judgment be usjuſtifiable, 
and even in this illegal; ſince the Members of the Board do not exiſt as 
a Council but when t they are legally aſſembled, and no individual but the 
Prefideat has a right to aflemble them.“ 

The Majority of the Board agree to the Motion. 


Ordered, in conlequence, that the Raja be defired to attend by the 


Secretary on Friday next, to receive the Khelaat for himſelf an the 
Ranny; and that the Secretary be ordered to provide Khelaats and the 
uſual compliments for the Ranny, the Raja, and ſuch of her chief ſervants. 
as uſually receive thoſe marks of tavour, unleſs the Governor General ſhould 
think proper to take any other part in this ceremony. 

General Clavering. © I move, that Roop Narrain Choudry may be called 


in, and that Bridjoo Kiſhore, if he is not here, may be lent for, and that 


they may be brought face to face in Council to produce the account men- 
tioned in the Ranny's letter of the 10th inſtant, in order to have the account. 
No. 3 authenticated, 
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Board of her intention to leave Calcutta, that ſhe was intitled to this mark 
of particular favour, appears upon the face of that letter of intimation. She 
appears now to have altered her opinion, and being taught to ſhew that re- 
ſpect to government which ſhe had formerly neglected to do, concludes her 
requeſt of permiſſion to return, with defiring a "Khelait, She condeſcends 
to make the requiſition for her return, merely in reſpect to the authority of 
the Board; but ſhe adds to the lighting inſult ſhe has alre ady ſhewn to the 
Governor, by deviating in the uſual courſe of application in theſe caſes, and 
deſiring, in fact, that the Preſident may be ordered by the Board to give her 
a Khelaat, which ſhe has no right to claim but as mere indulgence and favour. 
I cannot, therefore, give my voice for granting the prayer of her Petition in 
this particular, as ] conceive it would be declaring to the world, that it is a 
mortification we inflict on the Preſident, for the oratification of the Ranny 
of Burdwan, who will more than ever, from the ſucceſs and management of 
her applications, be encouraged to look down upon the firſt officer in the 
ſtate, and to hold him merely i in the light of a pageant, I am, therefore, as 
I faid before, againſt the Board's inſiſting on the Governor's preſenting the 
Ranny with a Khelaar, and for leaving it entirely with the Preſident.” 

The Honourable Mr. Monſon, © I underſtand that the conferring the 
Khelaar is an act of compliment; as the Ranny and her ſon are people of the 
' firſt rank in this country, 1 think that mark of diſtinction is due to them 
from this government ; ; J, therefore, am oy opinion, that the uſual Khelaats 
ſhould be g given them.“ 

General Clavering. ] am of opinion, that a Khelaat 69070 not be . 
ed her, without fixing a ſtigma of diſhonour upon her and her ſon, which 
never could be effaced. I am, therefore, for the motion.“ 

Governor General. conſider this as a freſh inſtance added to the liſt of 
| indignities offered to me perſonally; and, therefore, I will not conſent 
to it. 

The majority of the Board are of opinion, that a Kheliat ſhould be 
granted to the Ranny of Burdwan and her ſon. 

Mr. Francis, © | move that the Khelaat may be confi on the young 
Raja in Council, on Friday next, and that the Preſident be requeſted to 
confer it; but that if it be diſagreeable to him, that then the ceremony may be 
| performed by the oldeſt member of the Council who may happen to be 

reſent.“ | 
: Mr. Barwell. * J am againſt the motion for reaſons already aſſigned 
in the former queſtion, that it will render the Governor a pageant.” 

The Honourable Mr. Monſon, 

General Clavering, be 

Governor General, J object to the motion for the reaſons which I have 
already aſſigned, and becaule it propoſes a change in the conſtitution of the 
government, againſt which I ſolemnly proteſt. The reſolution of the Board 
can be carried into execution only by their Preſident, or by their Secretary, 
and they have no right to ſubſtitute any other member of the Board to per- 
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form that office; it is to raiſe that member above the Preſident, which I be- 
lieve to be the intent of the Board; all their meaſures have an evident ten- 
dency to that end. I will not be preſent at it, nor ill I ſummon a Council 
for that purpoſe. I will meet the Board daily; and twice a day, if they will 
enter upon the diſcuſſion of ſuch affairs as regard the interelt of the Com- 
pany ; but I will not afliſt them in a triumph over myſelf.” 

Ar. Francis. I u beg leave to aſk the Governor General a queſtion for 
information: Whether it is his opinion, that if he, or any future Governor 
General, as this government is now conſtituted, ſhould reſolve not to ſend 
out ſummons for the meeting of the Council, chere could for that reaſon be 
no Council aſſembled? | 

Governor General, Caſes may poſſibly occur and have occurred in the 
courſe of human affairs, which have rendered it neceſſary to break through 
the molt poſitive inſtitutions, and the neceſſity has been commonly deemed 
a juſtihcation for the breach of them. Ir is the rule of this ſervice, that 
the Preſident only can ſummon the Meetings of the Board, and diſſolve the 
Meetings. I believe 1 may venture to affirm, that there is not an inſtance 
in the "Company's annals ct the Council having either been ſummoned 
by any other authority, or adjourned by any other; and I conceive it to be 
a point ind.iputable, that all the former rules and uſages of the ſervice 
which have not been abrogated or changed by the late Act of Parliament, 
and the inſtructions of the Court of Directors ſubſequent to it, ſtill remain; 
in full force, If a caſe ſhall ever occur in which the Prefident ſhall refuſe; 
or neglect ro ſummon the members of the Council to meet for the diſpatch: 
- real bulineſs, and an evident loſs and injury is likely to be ſuſtained by 

he Company during ſuch ſuſpenſion, in ſuch caſe the other members of the 
Board might be juſtified in breaking through the preſcribed forms, and in; 
alluming an unauthorized power for the intereſt of the Company. In any. 
other initance theſe proceedings would in my judgment be unjuſtifiable, 
and even in this illegal; ſince the Members or the Board do not exiſt as 

a Council but when they are legally aſſembled, and no individual but the: 
Prefideat has a right to aſſemble them.“ 

The Majority of the Board agree to the Motion. 

Ordered, in conſequence, that the Raja be defired to attend by the 
Secretary on Friday next, to. receive the Khelaat for himſelf and the- 
Ranny; and that the Secretary be ordered to provide Khelaats and the 
uſual compliments for the Ranny, the Raja, and ſuch of her chief ſervants. 
as uſually receive thoſe marks of tavour, unleſs the Governor Gene: al ſhould 
think proper to take any other part in this ceremony, 

General Clavering. I move, that Roop Narrain Choudry may be called 
in, and that Bridjoo Kiſhore, if he is not here, may be lent for, and that 
they may be brought face to face in Council to produce the account men- 
tioned in the Ranny's letter of the 10th inftant, in order to have the account. 
No. 3 authenticated, 
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the Board have aſſerted a dite opinion, but I conceive it to be uſeleſs to 
collect opinions on a ſubject of this kind, The majority may continue to ſit 
by their own authority, as they did beſore the opinions were collected. I 
will not ſit with them, nor acknowledge their proceedings to be legal; once 
more, however, let me repeat the propoſition which I have already made, 
That any examinations which have my conduct for their object may be taken 
by a Committee of the Board, You may certainly obtain by this means all 
the ſatisfaction which you can receive in a Meeting which I cannot acknow- 
ledge to be lawful, and at which I cannot be preſent. If you have the ho- 
nour of your Preſident at heart, which you have repeatedly, and too repeat- 
edly, declared, at a time in which you are wounding it in the moſt eſſential 
manner, you will acquieſce in this propoſition. If you reject it, the Court 
of Directors, and thoſe to whom theſe traniactions will be made known, may 
judge of your motives.” 
FFF hik it very neceſſary that the Court of Directors 
ſhould be informed, that no Member of this Board, to my knowledge, had 
ever expreſſed a wiſh that the Governor-general ſhould be required to give 
his perſonal attendance at the Board in any caſe in Which it would be per- 
ſonally diſagreeable to himſelf to do ſo.“ 


The General's queſtion being read again, 
Mr. Francis agrees to it. 


Mr. Barwell. “ As the Governor has objections to Bri joo Kiſhore and 
Roop Narrain Chowdry being called before the Board, I think they ought not 
to be called, I fee no particular purpoſe that it will anſwer, as any charges 
exhibited are in writing, and the party can reply to it in writing. If it is 
meerly for the purpoſe of certifying a paper, Ithink that Bridjoo Kiſhore may 
be called for to the Council houle, and the Secretary go to him in the adjoin- 


ing room, to aſk him the ſimple queſtion whether the paper is authentic. 
The honourable Mr. Monſon, 


General Eu are for the queſtion. 


Governor general, © I am againſt it. I think it my duty to declare, that 
TI diflolve the Meeting of this Board. If the Members coatinue to fit, I 
ſhall not conſider their proceedings to be legal,” 


Governor-general and Mr, Barweil withdraw. 


Sioned, WARREN HASTINGS, 
RICHARD BARWELL. 


This Declaration of the Governor's being contrary to the Reſolution of 
the Board, expreſſes nothing but his ſingle opinion, and reſolved that It can 
have no weight or conſequence whatever. 
Reſorved, "Thar General Clavering be defired to AG the Chair, 
Ordered, That Bridjoo Kiſhore be ſent for. 


Ordered, That Kiſhen Cauntoo Baboo, and Kiſhen Churn Chatterzea be 
lent fort o attend the Board Immediate Iv. 


9 | | 3 


6209 


Mr. Chalmers, the Perſian tranſlator, attending, Roop Narrain Chowdry is 
called in, and queſtioned as follows: p — 

« Queſtion. Have you got the paper or papers marked No 3s which the 
Ranny mentions in her letter of the 10th inſtant to contain a particular and 
_ eircumſtantial proof of the Juſtneſs of the account ſent in, nn 
the ſaid letter? 

. « Anſwer. Yes. 1 

% Queſtion. Deliver them. 

Aunſwer. I hope I ſhall be excuſed in delivering them—T am 1 Seduced to 
the neceſſity. —ÞBridjoo Kiſhore has oppreſſed me. — He produces a number 
of papers. 
4 Oveſtion. Are theſe papers you deliver i in, what the Ranny | refers to and 
call, No 3 ...... 

« Anſwer. They are. | ; 

« Oueſtion. In which paper is mention made of the Governor, Mr. Haſt- 
ings having received-(1 5,000 Rs.) fifteen thouſand rupees ? 

* Anſwer. He ſhews the leaf on which it is mentioned. | 

* Queſtion. Where is the leaf or leaves containing an account of (90,000 
rupees) ninety thouſand rupees, ſaid in the Ranny's letter to be given to the 
gentlemen in Council, and drawn for in four bills of exchange on the 
houſe of Moote Chund in favour of Laul Beharry ? 

* Anſwer. He produces them. 

Bridjoo Kiſhore being called in, is queſtioned as follows: 
 « 9weftion. Do you acknowledge the paper which is now ſhewn to you to 
be your account (being the account before preſented to Rebe Narrain) * ? 

- * Anſwer, The Perſian ſignature is not mine, 

« Queſtion, Is it a part of the account you delivered in to the Ranny ? 

* Anſwer. I did not give this leaf.—It appears to be a ſeparate account, 

<« Nueſtion. Were the other papers delivered in by you? 

_« Anſwer, I will inſpect them.“ 
Ordered, That a Brahmi be ſent for to ſwear him. 
Roop Narrain Chowdry is queſtioned as follows: 

* Queſtion. Where is the leaf or leaves containing an account of 45,000 
| rupees alleged in the Ranny's account to be given to the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil by Bridjoo Kiſhore, being ſo much ſaved out of the expences from Pool- 
bundy, Dufterbuxy and Tannadar, &c. 

& Anſwer, That the papers are at Burdwan, 

% 2weſtron. How do you know they are at Burdwan ? 1 
th Anſwer. I am no new y ſervant of the Ranny' 8—1 know the papers : are 
there. | 

« Queſtion. ane can you prove chat this ſum of money was paid to the 
Gentlemen of Council ? 

* Anſwer. From Bridjoo Kiſhore's own account in the Dufter Burdwan, 

66 " In what Dufter ? | | 
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« Afr. From the accounts in Aumeen and Buxey Dofter v. 
Quscſtion. When did you fee them there? 

An ſerer. The whole came into my hands. have ſeen them. 

& Qreftien. In whoſe cuſtody are theſe papers at preſent? 

e Auſdocr. Ramdeb Roy and Gouree Naut the Treaſurers of thoſe Duf- 
ers. - 
«© Dueſtion. Are Ramdeb Roy, and Gouree Naut ſervants of the Ranny? 
« Anſwer, They are the ſervants of the family. 
40 Queſtion. The ſame queſtion repeated regarding the account, contain- 


Ing a ſum of 5,000 rupees, received. OP” Cantoo Baboo, the 3 
neral's Banian ? 


& Anfoer. Here—pointing to it. 


The tame queſtion repeated about the 500 rupees g given to Kiſhen Churn 
Chattetjea. | 
« Anſwer. This i is it—ſhewing it. | | 
* Queſtion, If you was to write to Ramdeb Roy and Gouree Naut to ſend 
down the papers - would they? 
« Anſwer. Not unleſs J was to go myſelf, 8 
Ordered, That a letter be written by the Secretary Wwöldehy to the Pro- 
vincial Council of Burdwan to apply to the houfe of Moote Chund a mer. 
chant in Burdwan, to know whether he paid four bills of Exchange in fa- 


vour of Laul Beharry, drawn by * Kiſhore, of the following dates and 
amount, 


The 21ſt of Bhadoon, for — £5 4 5.000 Rupees. 
8th of Cartie, for - 21,000 Ditto. 
iſt of Pooſe, for 8 - 20,0.0- Dito. 
16th Choit, for $50 LS _ - 10,000 Ditto, 


_ Fereed, That we write the following Letter to the Governor General : 
Six, 


« Agreeably to the bn paſſed this day at the Board, to inveſt the 
| Rajah of Burdwan on Friday next with a Khelaat,—We requeſt that you 
will order the uſual ſummons to be iffued for chat day in this department. 


We are, &c.““ 


EKiſhen Cantos, Baboo, and Kiſhen Churn Chatterjea, having ſent an- 
ſwers to the ſummons ſent them, the following are the tranſlations, 
Tranſlation of a Bengal note received from Cantoo Baboo. 
% have been honoured with the receipt of your note, defiring my im- 
mediate attendance on the Board. | 
« The Governor has acquainted me that the Council i IS broke up, and: 


that therefore there is no occaſion for my going. I muſt | on-that account de- 
cline complying with your orders.” 


In the Office of the Paymaſter and Superintendant of the Revenues, : 
11 Tranſlation 


( 24) a 


Tranſlation of a Bengal note received from Kiſhen Churn Chatterjea. 
have been honoured with the receipt of your note, and have repre- 


ſented the ſubſtance of it to the Governor, who has ipformed me that the 


Council is broke up, and that, there is no neceſſity therefore for my artend- 
ance; I muſt decline for this reaſon complying with your orders,” 
Reſelved, That we conſider it as a very high indignity offered to this Board, 
that a Banian, who, as we are informed, holds a conſiderable number of W. 
crative farms from government, ſhould preſume to refuſe complying. with 
an order of the Board requiring his attendance. 
EKReſolved, That we conſider the uſe which the deppen Cantoo Babod, a 
ſervant of the Governor's, has preſumed to make of the Governor General's 


name, in declaring, © That the Governot had told him the Council was 


broke up, therefore no. occaſion. for him to obey the order,” or to that 
effect, is highly injurious to the Governor General's. character, as it ſup- 


poſes him to communicate with his ſervant, and to abet and encourage him 
in a preſumptuous and wilful diſobedience to the orders of this Board; 


Ordered, That the Secretary do prepare an account of the different farms, 


where ſituated, and the annual Jumma * of them granted to Cantoo Ba- 


boo, the G s Banyan, or Gowra Churn Nundee, his brother, or his 


Jon Lucknaut Nundee, at the time, or ſince the ſettlement of the Commit- 
tee of Circuit; and that he will mention particularly whether he has relin- 
quiſhed any of them, the reaſons for it, and the balances that remain due 
to Government from him at the time of his relinquiſhing them ? Whether 


thoſe balances have yet been paid or written off? And an account alſo of 


ſuch Zemindaries as may have been granted to him ſince the time of Mr. 


-Haltings's acceſſion to the government; and likewiſe another account of 
ſuch ſalt Khallaries as have been farmed by him. 


* Roop Narrain Chowdry being ſworn, according to the uſage of his reli- 
gion, that he will anſwer truly, is queſtioned as follows : 
« Oveſtion, If that leaf, containing the ſum of fifteen chouſand rupees, 
(rupees 15,000) ſaid ro be given to the Governor, is. the paper that was 
delivered by Bridjoo Kiſhore to the Raony of Burdwan ? 


« Anſwer. They were given me by Bridjoo Kiſhore's Mohrir Diaram 
Burrall. 


The ſame queſtion repeated to o him regarding the paper of (96,000 ru- 


pees) ninetysſix thouſand rupees, that was ſaid to be given to the gentlemen 
of the Council. . 


« Anſwer. They are contained in PER different papers, and were given 
me by Gopee, relation to Diaram Burrall. 


The ſame queſtion repeated to him regarding the five thouſand rupees 
(5,000 rupees) ſaid to be given to Cantoo Baboo, che Governor's Banian, 
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in which is included the (500 rupees) ive hundred rupees x to Kiſhen Churn- 
Chatterjea. 

„ Anſwer. Diaram Burrall gave it me. 

& Qusſtion. Were thoſe 3-9 ccoployed by Bridjoo Kiſhore to deliver- 
them to you for the Ranny's uſe ? 

« Anſwer. Bridjoo. Kiſhore being dilatory i in ſending in the e ee 
and Khanſumanee accounts, the Ranny complained to the Board; Bridjoo 
Kiſhore was in conſequence enjoined on this head, and ſent them to her by 
his Mohrir Diaram Burrall, and his relation Gopee Burrall.” | 
Ordered, That the papers be again ſhewn to Bridjoo Kiſhore, Ty that he 
be told that Roop Narrain Chowdry has ſworn that he received them from Di- 
aram Burral- his Mohrir, and Gopee, his brother, by an order from him 
Bridjoo Kiſhore. The Board now deſire to know whether theſe Papers were 
ſent by you, amongſt your accounts to the Ranny?. 

Blridjoo Kiſhore being ons: eyes to the uſage of- his religion, an- 
ſwers as follows: 
Anſwer, © Bill 10,000 rupees.. It is one of theſe: papers which I ſent U to 

the Ranny, marked A. 

| „Bill 21,000 rupees. This I did ſend, alk B. 
& Bill 20,000. — This I did ſend; marked C. 
Bill 45,000 —— This I did not ſend, marked D. 
cc | | | | s V2 
& _ Me { _—_ This I did ſend, marked E. 
Bill 45,000. — This I did ſend, marked Fi. 


The following are tranſlations from the accounts. . 


Tranſlation of an extract of — account current for the Bengal Year: 
1180. 


« To bills drawn on the houſe of Mocey dd as follows: 
F. To one drawn the 21iſt of Bhadoon, for 45,000 

B. To ditto 81h of Cautick, for 21, 00 

C. To ditto 1ſt of Poos, for 20, 00 

A. To ditto. 21ſt of Chyte, for 10,000. 


66 8 i 


22 —————.—_—_ 


Rupees 96,000” 


—ñ—— — 


Paper D. 


Tranſlation of an extract of an account current from the 8th of Byſack, 
1179, to the end of Aſſar, produced by Roop Narrain Chowdry. 
« To caſh paid by Laul Beharee, from the Khanſumanee 


money, — — — Rupees 13, ooo 


as 


As the Gentlemen in Council are wanting to curtail the Rajah's Khan" 
ſumanec allowances, and as they did not receive any thing * upon his ſucr 


ceſſion to the Zemindaree, it is ordered that the above ſum ſhould be paid | 


to the Governor out of the money allotted for that purpoſe.” 


Paper E. 


Extract of Ditto—Ditto written on a ſeparate leaf. 


Jo caſh paid Cantoo Baboo for exerting himſelf in this affair, Rs. 5, oo 
* To. caſh paid Kiſhen Churn as Cauntoo's Naib, Dn. 
' ſame account, - - 500” 


Gopee Burrall Mohrir being called; in, is ſworn. and queſtioned : as fol- 
lows: 


« Queſtiin. Whoſe hand- writing is this.? (chewing him the paper 


marked D.) h 
% Anſwer, It is Diaram Burrall's. 
« Queſtion. Whoſe writing are thoſe? (ſhewing him okay leaves.) 
« Anſwer, Diaram Burrall's ; and one ſigned by Bridjoo Kiſhore. 
_ © -&. Pweftion. Do you know this hand: writing! ? (chewing the paper marked 
F.) 
1 Anſwer. The fon of a Mohrir of the Conſumany, in the ſame ſtation as 
Diaram Burrall, named Ram Churn Burrall. 
AQusſtion. Is here any ſignature to this? (mewing another leaf.) 
« Anſwer. Not. 
Queſtion. Who wrote this? (chewing another leaf in C.) 
« Anſwer. The ſon of Diaram Burrall, named Ramyoy. . 
«© Queſtion. Is there any ſignature to it * 20 
Anſwwer. No. 
« Oneftion, Do you know this hand-writing (MEG. the paper marked A.)? * 
Ander. Diaram Burrall's ſon Ramjoy.“ 
Bridjoo Kiſhore is queſtioned. as follows. 
«© Oyeſtion. Do you know of any ſum of money being paid as a a preſent. 
to the Governor, or to any other perſon for the Governor's uſe ? 
« Anſwer, How can F "pretend to ſay whether. any other perſon gave 
money I gave him none. 
* Queſtion. Whether the ſum of (15,000 ese fifteen tbouſand ru 4 
that appears in this paper by the following title, ſigned by Loll Beharry 
the Conſumany money.—** As the Gentlemen in Council are wanting to 
e leſſen the allowance made to the Raja for his conſummannee charges, and 
« .as they did not receive any thing upon Raja Taje Chund's ſucceſſion to , 
the Zemindary, it is ordered that this ſum ſhould be paid to the wa | 
nor out of the money allotted far that purpoſe.“ | 


— 


4. 


Eight out of twelve Councillors had been changed ſince the Raja's ſucceſſion, . 


« - Queſtion, 


: + Loa 
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40 2 Did Loll Beharry acquaint — that this ſum. of money (15,000 
rupees) was given for his uſe ? 

« Anſtuer, He neither acquainted me, nor did I give him ſuch orders. 

« 9ueſtion. Upon the 96, ooo rupees which appears to have been drawn 
for upon the houſe of Mootee Chund, to whoſe uſe, or to what purpoſe wag 
:the money applied! 

by Anſwer. It is now two years ago, -Leannot exactly temember, but be- 
lieve it was applied to pay off his debrs. lf you chuſe, I will examine my 
accounts and give you in a report.“ 

Ordered, That he give in a report accordingly. 

Queſtion. Why did not you deliver i in theſe accounts, with the other ac- 
counts ſent to the Ranny ? U 

Anſwer. A particular account of each charge was delivered into the 
Ranny at the ſame time with the other papers. 

* Queſtion, Have you regularly received the Raja' 8 ſalary, and allowances 

from the Company? 

* Anſwer. No particular time was fixed for its being g received, 

« Queſtion. Have you received the whole ſum due in a. year ? 

% Anſwer. Laſt year, and the year before, I received it all, but of this 

ear there are four months due. 


QAQueſtion. Have you the account of the diſburſements of the Raja's 
houſehold ? 


% Anſwer. | have delivered . an account of ſuch of the Ranny's af- 
fairs as were under my management. 
Queſtion. Have you the particulars of an account conſiſting of eight lacs 
of rupees, and upwards, ſet dawn to the head of Durbar charges, or not? 

« Anſwer, I have an account of the particulars of whatever ſums were 
expended during my adminiſtration. There was not ſo much expended dur- 
ing the time I had charge. 

« 9ueſtion. Have you delivered this account to the Raony ? 

% Anſwer, I have ſent all accounts to the Ranny. 
e Ruehion, Did you not keep copies of the accounts you delivered to.the 
Rann 

1 SPE No. We never keep copies. I have not any. 

* Oveſtion, What did you mean when you faid you would examine your 
accounts, and let us know the particulars.of them ? | 
Anſwwer. I meant I would recollect, and find out, from what memo- 
randums ! have, the particulars, 

« Queſtion. Could you now fetch thoſe memorandums | ? 

« Anſwer. 1 am not able now. 
KJ ueſtion. Where can Loll Beharry, be found? You aid bs was ih 
Calcutta? 

Anſwer. He lives nigh my houſe.“ 

Diaram Burrall being called in, is ſworn and 1 
D)2 Rueftion, Do you know this hand-writing (ſhewing the paper marked 


'« Huſcwer. 


cus 


6 Anſeer. It is mine, 
« Oveſtion: By whoſe order did you write it? 
90 ue. By the order of Dewan 8 207 Kiſhore Roy, 
« QNueſtion. Who wrote this (ſhewing 
« Anſwer. I wrote it. 
« Queſtion. By whoſe order did you write it ? 
« Anfwer. By the order of Duan Bridjoo Kiſhore Rog, 
« Queſtion. Is Bridjoo Kiſhore's — affixed | to thoſe leaves (looking. 
over them) ? „ 
&« Anſwer. It is to two. 
« Queſtion. Whoſe hand- writing is hls; B? 
& Anſwer. Mine. 
* Queęſtion. By whoſe order did you write it? 
« Anſwer. By order of [Duan Bridjoo Kiſhore, f 
% Queſtion. Did you write this (ſhewing the paper marked F) E 
„ Anſwer. My brother's ſon. 
« Oveſtion. By whoſe order did you write them? 
« Anſwer. By the order of the Duan Bridjoo Kiſhore. 
C Oyeftion; Who wrote this (paper marked C)?. 
« Anſwer, 1 wrote it. 
Queſtion. By whoſe order did you write it? 
« Anſtwer. By the order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 
= 08 Queſtion to Bridjoo Kiſhore, Whether this paper (marked D) in the- 
hand-writing of Diaram Burrall, was written by his (eee Kiſhore's) - 
order ?. 
_« Anſwer. 1 did not order him, 
0 Pueſtion to Diaram Burrall—Did Bridjoo Kiſhore 9+” WY you to write - 
this leaf? 
«& Anſwer. He did,” 
Roop Narrain Chowdty being aſked whoſe ſignatufe is to the accouut 
No. 4. accompanying the Ranny's petition? | 
Anſwer. Mine. 
« Queſtion. Whoſe is this (eving No. 3. )? 
« Anſwer. Mine. 
« Queſtion. Whoſe: is this (ſhewing No. 2.)? 
% Anſwer. Mine. 
.* Queſtion, Whole is this (ſhewing No. 5)? 
c Anſwer. Mine. 
Queſtion. Whoſe is this (hewing No. 6.)?: 
& Anſwer. Mine.“ | 
Queſtions to Bridjoo Kiſhore. 
4 Queſt ions. Had you any orders from the Ranny to diſburſe che Durbag 
expences? 
a Anſiver. I was maſter I diſburſed them according to the cuſtom of the - 


country. 
8 cc Rueſtion--. 
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*« 9ueftion, To whom did you make your payments ? 

« Anſwer. That will appear from the accounts—1 have written all their 
names. 

Q ueſtion. Did you take receipts from the perſons to whom you paid 
the money? | 

© Anſwer. Receipts are never taken for things of that nature. 

„ Qlleſtion. What have you done with five thoufand gold Mohurs, and 
one thouſand Chequins, amounting to 84,500 ſicca rupees, paid 25 by the 
hands of Kiſhno Dowlet Roy, one of the Dowry ſervants? 

HAnſwer. Upon the death of the Raja, I came to Calcutta to obtain the 
confirmation of the Zemindary, and as it was the cuſtom of this country to 
expend large ſums on ſuch occaſions, I then expended ſuch part of this ſum 
as was neceſſary to obtain it, as will appear by the papers I have ſigned. 

« Oveſtion. In what manner did you expend that ſum of money ? 

&© Anſwer. Part of it was given in preſents to the gentlemen, according 
to the uſual cuſtoms of the country. Part went to defray my own expences, 
and the wages to my attendants; ſome part I gave to Mr. Coxe. 
© Queſtion, Who were the gentlemen to whom you gave part of this 
money? 

* Anſwer. To face gentlemen, ſmall Nuzzers “, according to cuſtorn. 

Queſtion. How much did you give Mr. Coxe? 

« Anſwer. I do not exactly recollect the particular ſum, but I believe it 
was between (22 and 23,000 rupees) twenty-two and twenty-three thouſand 
rupees; however, it will be known for certain by the accounts. | 
Queſtion. Who ordered you to give the Raja your maſter's money to 
Mr. Coxe? 

Anſwer. ] gave it him, becauſe he exerted himſelf very much. The 
Ranny ordered me to expend what I thought might be neceſſary for the pur- 
poſe of getting her ſon confirmed. 

Queſtion. Have you any order ander the Ranny's hand or ſeal for giy- 
ing away the young Raja's money? 

* Anſwer, To be ſure I muſt have had.—lIt is now five years ago. 

* Qneſtion. Did you not return to Burdwan from Calcutta in a high 
ſtation given you by the Gentlemen of Council ? 

ey {nfwer. Yes, 

« Qlieſtion. Was you ſent by the Ranny from Burdwan to procure that 

ftation for yourſelf 2. 


„ Anſwer. The * ſent me to get the young Raja confirmed i in his 
Zemindary. 

% 9ueftion, Did vou give Mr. Graham the ſum of 1 5,200 rupees from 
the Conſumanee cheſt ? 

* Anſwer, 1 was not Duan then, Raja Tillook Chund was alive. 

1 5 aF. Lid you give that ſum of money to Mr. Graham at any time 
Or not 


# Preſents, | F 3 
% Hnſcwer. 
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c Anſwer. Upon Mr. Gratuin' s arrival at Burdwan, I gave him a ſum of 
money by way of compliment. I do not recollect the exact ſum. [ paid it 
him by orders of Raja Tillook Chund. 

« Queſtion. Did you give Murrunderain Byſack, and Ramoo Podar, pro- 

vincial caſh-keepers, any orders to pay Mr. Graham a ſum of money ? 

« Anſwer. I did not give the firſt any orders. He was a ſervant of Mr. 
Graham's, but I deſired the latter and Attaram, by order of Raja Tillook 
Chund, to pay Mr. Graham a ſum of money, amounting either to thirteen 
or fifteen thouſand rupees as & a compliment I do not recollect the particu- 
lar ſum. 

« Queſtion. Did you, ſince you have been Dun, ever give Mr. Graham 
any money through the hands of Murrunderain Byſack, Ramoo Podar, or 
any Other perſons ? 

« Anſwer, I never gave him any money either myſelf, or through any 
other perſon. I made him and his family ſome preſents of ſhauls and 
cloths to about the value of four or five thouſand rupees, 

3 85 Rueſtion. When did you ſee Cauntoo Oey the Governor's Baniah, 
laſt ? q 

Anſtwer. J have not ſeen him theſe fifteen or teen days. 
AQusſtion. Have you received any letter from Cauntoo Baboo lately! ? 

« Anſwer, No.” 

Loll Beharry being called i in, and ſworn, is aſked, ** Have you been em- 
ployed in doing buſineſs for Bridjoo Kiſhore at any time? 

% Anſwer, ee Kiſhore was Duan, it was my duty to obey his 
orders. 

* Nueſtion. Did you ever ſee Bridjoo Kiſhore's accounts Conſumany as 
Duan ? | 

&* Anſwer, No. 

% 9aeſftion. Did you ever pay any money for him ? 

« Anſwer, No, I never did. 

Queſtion. Do you know the hand- -vriting of this paper, D.? 
« Anſwer, I do not know it. 

* 9xueſtion. Do you know the hand-writing of Diaram Burrall ? 4 

* Anſwer. I cannot diſtinguiſh it from that of another. 

« Yueſtion. When did you {ce Kiſhen Churn Chatterjea? 

* Anſwer, J have not ſeen him theſe two years and a half. 

| Ordered, That the papers be returned, copies of A. to F. 

Ordered, Thar the Secretary do prepare copies of theſe proceedings, and 
the ſeveral papers belonging to them, to be delivered to the Company's at- 
torney, that he may lay them before counſel, for their opinion how to pro- 
ceed in recovering the money that may be due to the Company, with the 
copy of the Ranny's letter of the zoth March, and encloſures, 
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Par. 9. 


in 1174) acknowledges to have diſſipated the ſum of 84,500 Sicca rupees 


Raja, diſreſpectful to the Ranny, and a calumniator of the ſervants of the 


gentlemen ſhould have been received by them. I think him an improper 


Extract of a Minute from the Majority, addreſſed to the 


a more compleat account of ſums irregularly obtained by Engliſh gentle- 
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Extract Fort William Revenue Confultations, dated 17th March 
1775. 


The Honourable Mr. Monſon. From the proceedings of the laſt con- 
ſultation it appears, that Bridjoo Kiſhore (during his ſhort ſtay at Calcutta 


in Nuzzars to the gentlemen of Council, in a preſent to Mr. Cox, and 
in his own expences. That he procured for himſelf the office of Dewan to 
the Raja, contrary to the intention of the Ranny. In his accounts conſi- 
derable charges are made to ſeveral perſons; one of the enormous ſum of 

2,02, 483 * rupees to Mr. John Graham; another of 30, 425 rupees to 
Bobany chund Metre, Banian to Mr. Grabam, five thouſand five hundred 
to Cantoo Baboo, Banian to Mr. Haſtings, and five hundred to Kiſſen 
Churn Chaturgia, Cantoo Baboo's ſervant, From this conduct it appears, 
that Bridjoo Kiſhore has been an unworthy and unthrifty ſervant to the 


Company, unleſs it ſhould hereafter be ſhewn that the fums debited the 


perſon to be employed by the Company, or to hold any olfice of confidence 
or truſt near the Raja's perſon, or in his houſehold, 
e therefore move, that Bridjoo Kiſhore be entirely diſwiſed the Raja's 
ſervice, and that the Ranny be pemitted to appoint ſuch perſons, as ſhe 
ſnall think proper for the education of the Raja her ſon, and for the 
management of his houſehold.“ 
The Board agree to the motion. 


Court of Directors, dated 16th May, 1775. 


The Ranny of Burdwan has lately tranſmitted to the Revenue Board 
men and others from the Raja's eſtate. This account is collected from 
the papers delivered up to her by Bridjoo Kiſhore, and authenticated by 
the oarhs of the Mohrirs or Writers employed i in his office. 


About 25,000 l. Sterling. + About 3,800 1, Sterling. 


Extract 
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Extract f the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue at Fort 
William, 12th May 1775. 


Read the * — and incloſures — the Vackeel of the Ra- 
ja of Burdwan: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eg: Prefs dent and Governor, &c. Gouncil 
F Revenue. 


6e Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
I beg leave to incloſe the following papers, which are all the accounts 
of embezzlements which the Paiſhkar* Roop Narrain Chowdry has been hi- 
therto able to make out from Briddjoo Kiſhore's books, or rather leaves. In 
order to bring the Burdwan tranſactions under one point of view, I have 
brought into theſe accounts what I formerly delivered into Conſultation the 
10th March laſt, 

« No. I. Durbarexpences in full made by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, extracted 
from the papers of the accounts delivered by him of the Burdwan diſtrict 
during the management of the affairs in his hands, ſince the Bengal year 
1174 to the month of Poos the Bengal year 1181. | 
II. Durbarexpences unjuſtly made by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy out of the 
Conſumaney, &c. caſh, from the Bengal year 1174 to the month of Poos 
1181 following. 

III. An account particulars of money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Stuart 
during the time of his reſidence at Burdwan, from the month of Afar 1175, 
to Jail of the year 1180 of the Bengal ftile, 

* IV. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Becher, through the 
means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal year 1175. 

„V. An account of money ber taken by Mr. James Alexander, 
through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal year 1176. 

« VI. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Mr. George Vanſittart 
at Burdwan, through the means of Beidjoo Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal year 
1181. 

« VII. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Fleetwood at Burd- 
wan, through the means of Briqjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1278 to. 

1181 following. 

«VIII. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Colonel Semple, through 
* means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal year 1177 to 1179 fol- 
owin | 
0 IX, An account of money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Goodlad, through 

the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the Bengal year 1179. 

& X. An account of money and jewels unjuſtly taken by Bobaney Churn 
10 from the Ranny's own caſh, from Bengal year 1174 to 1180 fol- 
owing. 

« Xl, An account of money unjuſtly taken by Callyperſaud Boſe, 
* Accomptant. | 


F f 2 Banian 


6 
Banian to the Honourable Charles Stuart, Eſq; at Burdwan, through the 
means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1175 to 1181 following. 

« XII. An account of money unjuſtly raken by Rambullub and Ram 
Rutton Tackoors, Mr, Alexander's Banians, through the means of Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal year 1176. 

« XIII. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Ramhorey Tackhoor, 
through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1179 to 1181 
following. 

« XIV. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Coſſinaul Baboo, through 
the means of 960 Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1175 to 1181 fol- 
lowing. 

Xu. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Ramchurn Roy, through 1 
the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1175 to 1181 fol- 
lowin 

wh XVI. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Horey Kiſſno Tackoor, 
Mr. Becher's Banian, through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal 

ear 11 
I XVII. An account of money unjuſtly taken by Mokundram Byſack, 
Mr. Graham's caſh-keeper, through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from 
Bengal year 1175 to 1178 following. 

« XVIII. An account of money unjuſtly taken. by Ramram. Boſe, 
through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1 175 to 1176 
following. 

«© XIX. An accaunt of money unjuſtly taken by Goopey Goopto, through 
the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal year 1175 to 1179 fol- 
lowin 1 

2 Xx. An accountof remittances made by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy to Gourey 
Mulleck and Laulbearey Roy, Vackeels at Calcutta, from. Bengal year 
1175 to 1181 following. 

« XXI. An account of Durbar expences. made at Burdwan by Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal year 1175 to 118 1 following. 

*« XXII. An account of Durbar charges, being the ſavings from a ſum 
allowed for thoſe of Poolbundy, Buxey Dufter, or Tannadars, Sc. from 
the Bengal year 1179 to 1181 following. 

„XXIII. An account of ſalt contract made by the Honourable Com- 
pany with Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the name of Raja Tage Chund, for the 
quantity produced in Pergunnah Mondulgaut, &c. extracted from the pa- 
pers of ſaid Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, of the year 1179 Bengal ſtile. 

I am, with profound reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs,. 
Your. dutiful ſervant,. 


Calcutta, | | | , 
gth May, 1775. (L..S*) 


The Signature of Dooley Chund, 
Vackeel of Raja Tage Chund. 
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No. I. 


Durbar Expences in full made by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, extracted from the Papers 
of the Accounts delivered by him of the Burdwan Diſtrit, during the Ma- 
nagement of the Affairs in his Hands, ſiuce the Bengal Year 1174 to the 
Mecnih of Poos Bengal Year 1181. Ys 


Burdwan and Calcutta Durbar expences, 

charged in his account current under 

this head in full — — 8, 10,71 13 6 
Durbar expences made by Brid joo Kiſhore 

Roy in the months of Juſty, Ackery, 

year 1174, found out in his papers. 

charged under this head, and not 

brought to his account current of the 
above period at all, — — 18,725 © O 
Ditto, ditto, in the month of Augun, 8 

but wrote in the Conſummany account 

in the month of Poos, year 1181, 

charged under this head, but not 

brought to his account current, as „ 

above, — — — 12,400. © @ 
Ditto, ditto, found out in his papers % Tae 
charged under this head, which is in- 

cluded in his account current of the 
above period, under the head of Ser- hy 
vants Wages, — — — 50,050 0 ©. 
Ditto, ditto, found out in his papers. 

charged under this head, which is in- 

cluded in his account current of the 

above period, under the head of 

Charges General. — 19,359 14 0 


3 9,11,306 11 6 
\ Diſtribution of the following ſums, 
which is really made under the 
Durbar expences, which Bridjoo Ki- 
ſhore Roy has not brought to any of 
his. accounts during the manage- 
ment in his hands, viz. 
Received out of Ranny's own caſh, as 
per account of that quarter by Bobany- 
Churn Metre, — — — 50, 500 0 0 
By Callyperſaud Boſe, — — 40,000 0 o 
- — 90,500 © o 


Carried forward 10, 01, 806 11 6 
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Brought forward 10, o1, 806 M 6 
Received out of Ezrah Mounteſeer, be- 
longing to Raja Tillook Chund's 
mother, through the hands of Ram- 
horry Chowdry, as per account given 
him by Mr. Graham, — 36,065 © 
By Mr. Stuart, — — — 90, 728 
By Cally Perſaud Boſe, — — 8,072 
Received ditto out of the provincial caſh 
through the hands of Ramoo Podar 
and Dattaram Dutt, as per account 
given them on account of Batta, — 23, 383 0 0 
Ditto out of provincial caſh ordered by 
3 Kiſhore Roy, through the 
andsof Rammoo Podar, on Poolbun- 
dy Buxey Dufter, or from the Tanna- 


o O o 
000 


5 | — 2,93, 149. 8 o 
Sicca rupees 12,045,054 11 's 
Calcutta, May gth, 1775. (Signed) by Rooe NARRAIX CHOWD Rv. 
No. II. 


Durbar Expences unjuſtly made by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, ont of the Conſumaney, &c. 


Caſh paid to the following Perſons, from Bengal 2 ear 1174 to the Month of 
Poos Bengal Year 1181, as follows, 


Mr. John Graham, as per account, No. 1. 
delivered in Council on the 1oth 


March 1975, — — — 2, 02,4883 0 0 

Ditto, No. 2. ditto, ditto, — 36,065 0 o 
— — 2,338,350 0 0 
The Honourable Mr. Stvart, as fey account incloſed, 

No. 3. — — — 2,177,684 0 O 
Mr. Becher, ditto, ditto, > — — — 2,100 0 0 
Mr. James Alexander, ditto, No. 5. — — 431,000 0 0 
Mr. Haſtings, as per account, No. 3. delivered in Coun- N 

ci] on the 1oth March 1775, — — — 13,000 © © 
Mr. George Vaniittart, as pn e account incloſed, 

No. 6. — — 35,400 © 0 


Mr, Mackdonald, in Bengal year 1179, in the-: 30 Aﬀen, 


3 Carried forward, 5,39z734 0 © 


( 223 } 


Brought forward, 5,39,7 34 
through the hands of Rammoo Podar, provincial "eg 


caſn- keeper, — — — — 8088 


Mr. Fleetwood, as per particular account incloſed, No. 7. 23,430 
Mr. Short, in Bengal year 1181, in the month of Augun, 
through the hands of Rammoo Podar, but wrote in 

Kauzdan account in the month of Pos, — — 4,000 
Mr. Swain, in Bengal year 1179, in the 20 Aﬀar Acke- 

rey, through the hands of Rammoo Podar, by Cally 


Perfaud Boſe, — — "BOY: = 6,000 


Colonel Sample, as per account incloſed, No. 8. — _ 3,000 
Mr. Samuel Lewis, in Bengal year 1181, in 27 Srabon, | 
through the hands of Rammoo Podar, provincial 


caſh-keeper, by Ram Colchon Mittre, — — 2, 
Mr. Goodlad, as per particular account incloſed, No. 9. 10,000 


Bobany Churn Metre, as per account, No. 5. delivered 


in Council on the 10th March 1775. — — 30,45 
Ditto, No. 10, incloſed this day, . — 50, 300 
Callyperſaud Boſe, as per account, No. 11. — — 1,01,675 
Ramballub and Ramrutton Fackoors, ditto, No. 12. 13,713 
Ramhorey Tackoor, ditto, No. 13. — —— 1,000 0 


Raja Nobkiſſen, in Bengal year 1176, from 26 to 31 
Srabon, through the hands of Gengaram Roy in Cal- 


O OO 
O © 


0 90090 80 
00000 


_cutta, — — — — — 4,556 o © 
Caſſynaut Baboo, as per account incloſed, No. 14. — 14,120 0 0 
Cantoo Baboo, as per account, No. 4. delivered i in Coun- 
cil on the 10th of March 1775, — — — 58000 o o 
Kiſno Chaturjeah, duto, No. 4. ditto, ditto, — 300 0 0 
Ramchurn Roy, as per account incloſed, No. 15. — 2,751 14 O 
Horrey Kiſno Tackoor, ditto, No. 16. — — 2,000 0 0 
Ramroodo Mittre, in Bengal year 1181, in 26 Aſſen, 
through the hands of Ramoo Podar, — — 500 O © 
Mokundram Byſack, as per account incloſed, No. 17. 1,500 0 O 
Ram Ram Boſe, ditto, ditto, No. 18. _ — 500 0 0 

Goopey Goopto, ditto, ditto, No. 19. — — 8 0 0 
Sicca . 8, 19,674 14 O 

Account Remittance. 
Remitted to. Calcutta, as Land Face account incloſed, 
No. 20. — — 2,831,524 14 6 
Ditto to Moorſhedabad "a a bill TONAL on is houſe of 

Mottee Chund, in 30 Aſſin, year 11799, — — 4,437 4 © 
Expended at Burdwan, as per account incloſed, No. 21. $54,417 11 0 
11 6 


Carried forward, 11,60,054 


1 


| Brought forward 11,60,054 11 6 

Expended at Burdwan, as per particular account incloſed, : 
No. 22. the total ſum of which has been delivered in 
the Council, as per paper, No. 3. on the 10th of 


March 1775, = - - - 45,000 © 6 


— — 
oy 


Sicca rupees 12,05,054 11 6 


Calcutta, gth May 1775. (Signed) by Roo NARRaiN CrHowpsy. 


No. III. 


The Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Stuart during the Time he : 
das at Burdwan, from the Month of Aſſar, in Bengal Year 11755 to the 
Month of Fuſly, Bengal Year 1180. 


Rev. Conſ. Received by Mr. Stuart thro' the 
12 May 1775, fol. 206. { hands of Rammoo Podar, Pro- | 
1175, from26to31 Afar.) vincial Caſh Keeper - - - 800 
From 16 to 19 Juſtey, Ditto Ditto as above - 10,000 _ 
= | — 10, 800 
1776, from 6 to 10 Srabon, Ditto Ditto = 555 1, 000 
1177, Poos 29, | .Duto "Ditto. =: 235,000 | 
„„ Ditto Ditto „ 1 
5 2 — — 26,000 
3 from 26 to 31 ) Ditto through the hands of Ram- BY ng 
Rhauder, { moo Pordan = 1,000 -. 
1179, from 21 to 31) Ditto through the hands of Ezu- 
Shabon, tulba Jamadar = - N 
Rhauder 31, Ditto through the hands of Ram- 
| moo Podar - „ 
At the end of 19 Aſſan, Ditto Ditto - 2,000 
Ditto Ditto - 33,000 
: Dito Ditto - - 8,000 
| Ditto Ditto - 6, ooo 
ll Ditto Ditto - 31,000 
| Ditto Ditto - = 2,000 
| Ditto Ditto © »- 2,036 | 
| — 86,636 
| 5 = 88,030 
1180, July, - - Ditto Ditto 120 


Received by Mr. Stuart through the means 
of Rhamhorry Chow dry from the Eza- 
rah Monteſeer, belonging to the mo- 
ther of Raja Tillook Chund, viz. 


ö I Carried forward, 126,956 


(225 


1 Brought forward, 126,956 
i177 Aſſin , N e by Mr. Stuart, - - 5,000 
28, - Ditto Ditto = $5,000 
5 — 10,000 
. Poos - Ditto Ditto 22,100 
Cheyte - Ditto Ditto 2,187 
3 — 24,287 
1178, Faugun 17, Ditto Ditto 20, ooo 
Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,132 
1 _— 
1179, Aſſin, - Ditto Dnto 15,000 
Cartick, - Ditto Ditta - 20, o00 
Ditto. Ditto Ditto -S. Wo. 


352309 


Seca Rupees 65. 


_ COT R 


Calcutta, gth-May 1775, | (Signed) | Roor Nannen Crowes. 


No. IV. 


2 Be Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Decker, rea the means * 
Bridjoo 8 Roy in Bengal Year 1175. 


| Received by Mr. Becher, through the 

hands of Rammoo Pordar, Provin- 

cial Caſh-keeper, - = 1000 
Ditto by Ditto, from Kauſedan 1008 


Rev. Conf. 


12 May 1775, fol. 207. 
1175, from 1 to 20 Aﬀar, ) 


31. 


2,000 


Behauder 2, Ditto by Ditto Ditto = = 100 


Sicca Rupees 2,100 


— — 


Calcutta, th May 1775. (Signed) by Roor NARRAIN CHOWNRY, 


No. V. 


The Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. James Alexauder, through 
the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal Year 11 76. 


Rev. Conſ. Received by Mr. James Alexander thro? 
12 May 1775, fol. 2. the hands of Rammoo Podar, Pro- 


1176, from 26 to 32 Aſſar.] vincial Caſh-keeper, - - 1,000 


Ge Carried forward, 1,000 


(2428-3 


| Brought forward, 1,000 
Shabon 20, - = Ditio by Ditto from Kauſdawn, through 


the hands of Bridjoo Kiſhore, . 500 
Cartick 8, - Ditto by Ditto from Ditto, as above, 25,000 


mmmmm——— 


Sicca Rupees 31,000 


n 


Calcutta, gth May 1775. (Signed) Roor NAR RAIN CHOWDREY. 


No. VI. 


The Particulars of the Money hy taken by Mr. Gange 7 we tart at Burk: 
wan, through tbe means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in Bengal Year 1181. 


. J by Mr. Vanſittart through the hands of 


| Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-ke t dif- 
12 May 1773, fol. 207. ferent times, = rovincia = SO WI 
1185, Behauder g. Ready money, — . 5,000 


Aſſin 19, By a bill of exchange remitted in Cal- 


cutta, drawn on the houſe of Moote- 
chund, - - - - 10, 000 


Ready money E?2ͤĩ;0ÿöwm S000. 
Augun 35, Ditto = - - - 6,000 


Ditto, wrote in the Conſumany? 5 
account in he month of Poos, 400 
. RE 5,400 
4 — 
Sicca Rupees 33, 400 


Calcutta, gth May 1775. (Signed) Roop Narrain CHñBOW-o RV. 


No. VII. 


The Enden of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mr. Fleetwood at Burdwan, 


through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from * Year 1178 to the 
Bengal Year 1181. 


12 May 1775, fol. 207. f the hands of Rammoo Podar, Pro- 
1178, Faugun 26, vincial Caſh-keeper, - , = 6000 
From 26 to 30Cheyte, Ditto by Ditto, as above, 2 b6ooo 


Rev. Conſ. Peta from Mr. Fleetwood, thro? 


Carried forward, 12,000 
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FG Brought I 2,000 
£179, Aſlar 19, - Ditto by Ditto, as above, 2,400 
Behauder 2, Ditto by Ditto 2 1000 
3 . — $3,400 
1180, Behauder 31, Ditto by Ditto — 23275000 
Augun 29, - Dirto by Ditto - -. <0 680 


| Cheyte 21, Ditto by Ditto — 1,000. 
| | 1 bot; ; Re | | | — 75550 
1181, Aſſin 26, Ditto by Ditto Gn - 4 5 300 


Sicca Rogers 2 3,450 


— 


Calcutta, 9h May 2975. ũ) (Signed) by Roor N ARRAIN Cnowpay, 


No. vil. 


The Particulars of As Money unjuſtly taken by Colonel Semple, "eek the 
means of Bridjoo es Ray, Fee — Tear 1177 40 rs 1 Year 1179. 


Rev. Conſ. . 5 
12 May 1775, fol. 208. (Received b Colonel Semple though the 
1177, from 26 to 31 { hands of Rammoo Podar Provincia! 
Bhauder. 4 Caſh-keeper, 2 es „ 100 
1179, from 26 tO 32 } Dino by dino ax above, - — ce 
Bhauder 2d. Ditto by ditto, WWW 
e Sicca rupees, 3, 00 
| Calcutta, (Signed) by Rooy NAR AIX Chowpk v. 


gth May 1775. 
No. IX. 


The Particulars of the Manej 910 aalen by Mr. Goodlad, through tbe 
means of Ne Kiſhore Roy, in Angel Year 1179. 


Rev. Conſ. Received by Mr. Goodlad, through the 
12 May 1275, fol. 208, hands of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, which 
amount were borrowed by him from 

1170, Maug 29. ] Ramchurn Roy, — — $5,000 
| Ditto by ditto, on a bill of exchange ſent 


G g 2 | Carried forward, 5, ooo 


2 228 } 


Brought forward, 5,000 
to him, drawn on the houſe of Moote- 


chund, e e eee 

Sicca rupees, 8850 

gh Way 1793, (Signed) by Noob Nn Cai. 
1 No. X. 


The Particulars if the Money and Jewels, &c. unjuſtly taken by Bobaney Churm 
| Meire, Mr. Graham's Banyan, from the Ranny's own Caſb, as per Account 
given by her, from Bengal Year 1174 to the Bengal Year 1180, 


Received by Bobaney Churn 
Rev. Conf. ( Metre by Boban oth 
12 May 1773 fol. 209. the hands of Ramhory | 
1174; Maug 28. 3 Chowdry, | — W — 1,500 0 
1175, F ——_— 9 Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,100 0 
At the As of x8 Juſtey. Ditto Ditto Ditto 300 © 
2176, Poos 24, - - Ditto Ditto Ditto 2,000 © 
1179, Aſſin 6, - Ditto Ditto Ditto 2,000 o 
= Faugun 16, — Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,000 oO 
'Vear 1180, - Ditto, Ditto, through the EE 
| : handsof Norohory Doorwan, 2,000 © 
In the month of Aſſin, Ditto, Ditto, through the 
8 80 N hands of Choarſing Doorwan, 1,000 o 
Maug Ditto Ditto Ditto 3-000 © 
| * - 14,100: 
Received by Bubaney Churn Metre in RF... 
Jewels, &c. through the hands of 
Goopey Goſe, from the Toſſah Connah, 
1 Induſtan Palinkeen, valued _ 515 10 
1 Ivory inkſtand, ditto 23 14. 
Received by Bobaney Churn Metre, thre? : 
the hands of Norohory Doorwan, 
2 Strings of pearls with diamonds and 
rabies, viz. 1 ſtring valued. 11,400 
+ Dons Ward „ HE Ts 
— 23,050 ©: 
1 Gold Doogdoogee ſet with diamonds. 
and rubies, mating with gold: 
chains, valued — 25235 0 


— i__ 


Carried forward, 2 35624 s 14, 100 
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Brought forward, © 8 144100 
1 Pair gold Peonchey ſet with dia- 


monds and rubies, valued — 887% 8 
1 Pair ditto Congone ſet with dia- 


monds, valued — — 3,500 o 
1 Pair ditto gold Denrey, or ear-ring, 5 
ſet with diamonds, &c. valued 2,000 © 
x Gold Dawney ſet with diamonds, 
Kc. valued — „ 
I Ditto Bennah, E above, b N me, 


1 Pair gold Con one, Sicca Wt. 25. 
1 Ditto, do. Raſſon Coſſah, ditto, (20ũ) 


o 
1 Gold Battah, ditto, (40 0 
1 Ditto Abcorah n do. (25) /375 © 
1 Silver Battah, ditto, \ 95 © 
1 Ditto Abcorah, _ ditto, (30) )  \$20 ©. 
4 Pſs. Shauls, valued — 775 © 
3 Shauls, &c. Rajoy , through the hands 3 

af Chourling Doorwan, » valued 5711 © 


— 36,400 


| Sicca rupees, 50,500 


Calcutta, gth May 275. (Signed) by Roor NarRAin Crownay. 


No. XI. 


The Particulars of the Aoney unjuſtly taken by Callyperſaud 805. Banyan to the 
Hon. Charles Stuart, Eſq; at Burdwan, through the means of Brig 00 Ki ſhore 


Rey, from BU 175 to hee 1181. 


Rev. Conſ. 1175. 
From 16 to 19 Juſtey. 


Received he Callpperſaud, through 
12 May 1775, fol. 210 


the bands of Rammoo Podar, 


and 211, Provincial Caſh- keeper, | © 1,000 
1176. | 
From 26 t0.31 Behauder. Ditto by dime as above, — 800 
Aſſin 24, Ditto | ditto ditto. 2,000 
From 21 to 25 Faugun. Ditto ditto ditto — goo 
Li77, Ain 6. Ditto by ditto, through the — 2, 300 


hands of Ramrondro Roy, 
from the provincial calh, 600 
Ditto by ditto — 400 
— 1,000 


Carried forward 1,000 3, 300 


Poos 29. — 15 8 


From 16 to 20 Maug. 


1771. 
From 26 to 30 Aſſin. 


From 1 to 5 Cartick. 
| Ditto. „ 


DD It tO. Ons * 


Cheyte 6. 


1179, from 1 to 24 Sha- 
bon. 
Behauder 31 


Augun 30. 
Byſack 5. 


At the end of 19 Aſſar. 
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Brought farward, 

Ditto. by ditto, through the 
hands of Rammoo Podar and 
Govindram Podar, Provincial 
Caſh-keeper,  — — 5,000 

Ditto ditto 3,000 


1, 000 3, 300 


Ditto, ditto, through the 


hands of Bobanny Boſe, 200 
Ditto, ditto, through the 
hands of Goverdon Goſe, 200 


— 
85 725 | 3 4,900 
Ditto, ditto, through the hands of 
 - Rammoo Podar, Provincial 
__ Caſlh-keeper, — — 3,000 
Ditto, ditto, ditto, 1800 
Ditto, ditto, through the 
hands of Goverdon Goſe, 200 
Ditto, - ditto, - through the 
hands of Bobanny Boſe, 200 
e 400 
Ditto, ditto, through the hands of 
Goverdon Goſe — 100 
500 
Received by Callyperſaud Goſe, 
[ through the hands of Mono- 
hur Goſe, — — 200 
Ditto, ditto, through the hands 85 
of Rammoo Podar, — 2,000 
Ditto, ditto, ditto, 4,000 
Ditto, ditto, through the - | 
handsof Bobanny Boſe, 200 
Ditto, ditto, through the 
handsof Goverdon Gele, 1000 Z. 
b 3.30 
Ditto, ditto, through the hands of 
Rammoo Podar, — 1,000 
Ditto, ditto, ditto, 1,000 
Ditto, ditto, through the 
hands of Bobanny Goſe, 200 
Ditto, ditto, through the 
hands of MonohurGoſe, 100 
| 1,400 


Ditto, ditto, through the 


Carried forward, 7,900 17,200 
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8 | Brought forward, ,900 17,200 
| ES . hands l Po- * 
dar, Provincial Caſh- , 
Aſſar 22. =<- Ditto. ditto, through the 
| hands of Goverdon Goſe, 100 
— 5,120 | 
13,020 


Fol. 211. Ditto, ditto, thi the means of Ram- 
horry Chowdry from the Ezara Mon- 
teſeer, belonging to the mother of Ra- 
ja Tillook Chund, from the Bengal 

year 1177 to the Bengal year 1 179 

Received by eee this day, 1,000 


1177, Aſſin 1. > 


28, -- -- Ditto, _. ditto, e — 1,000 

Cheyte » Ditto, ditto, — — 1,000 

Ditto -= -- - Ditto, ditto, — — 998 

1178, Ditto — Ditto, ditto, — — 1,851 

1179, Augunn - Ditto, - ditto, * — — 1,167 
Cheyte Ditto, ditto, _ — 1,056 
8,072 


| Received by Call yperſaud Boſe, from. 
the Ranny's own caſh, from Bengal 
year 1175 to the Ben al year 11 79. 40, o 

Ditto by ditto, through the hands of 
Rammoo Podar, account Batta, on . 
the 18th of Augun, i in the year 1179, 23,383 


SICCA rupees, 1,0 675 | 


The particulars of the ben 40,000 Rupees, viz. 


1177, Maug 19. Received by Callyperſaud Roy, through 
the hands of Rammoo Podar, from the 


Buxey Dufter ) 86 Rs, $,990- 
Ditto by Ditto, through the hands of Go- 
verdon Goſe, as above - . 30 


— I 95000 
1179, Afar 14. Ditto by Ditto, through the hands of Jug- | 
naus-Goſe, 1 Surpetch, valued - - 1,000 
Behauder 3. Ditto by Ditto, through the hands of Keſtno 
Doolaul Roy and Juggernaut Podar, 


| in ſpecie - - $4,000 
8. Ditto by Ditto, through the wane of Brid- 
300 Kiſhore Roy - - 15,000 


"6 Carried forward, 21,009 9,000 


( 232 ) 


Brought forward 21,000 9,000 
11. Ditto by Ditto, through the hands of Keſtno 


Doolaul Roy and uggernaut Podar 10,000 | 
| | —— 31,000 
a * | e Sicca Rupees 40, 


4179, Behauder 1. Received by Callyperſaud Boſe, through the hands 
of Keſtno Doolaul Roy, 1 pair gold Cangone, value unknown. 


Calcutta, * ROOP NARRAIN CHOUD RT. 
gth May, 1775. | * 


No. XII. 


The Particulars of the Money #njuſtly taken by Rambollub and Ramrutton 


Tackoors, My. Alexander's Banians, through ** means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, 
in Bengal Jour 1176. 


12th May 1775. Fol. 213. f ton Tackoor, through the hands * 8 
From 26 to 31 Bhauder. Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy = 2,000 
From 16 to 20 Aſſin, Ditto, Ditto, on a bill of exchange re- 
_ mitted them by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, 
drawn on the houſe of Mootechund of 


Rev. Conf. PER by Rambo lub and Ramrut- 


93 Calcutta — 5 5,000 
Cartick, 21 to 25, Ditto, Ditto, through | the hands of Brichoo 
Kiſhore Roy - 2,000 
Faugun 21 to 25, Ditto Ditto Ditto = 1,000 
From 20 to 23 end of | Ditto Ditto from the Kauſedan, gold mohurs 
Juſtey, 352, at 14 Sicca rupees per Mohur 4,228 
26 to 32 end of Aſſar, Ditto Ditto through the hands of Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy — 5 575 
From 6 to 10 Srabon, Ditto Ditto Ditto — - 210 
Sicca rupees 1 53713 
Calcutta, (Signed) by RoOr Narain CHOWDRY, 


Oth May, 1775. 


No, XIII. 


© 


— 
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No. XIII. 


7 he Particulars of the Money unjuſtly token by Ramborry Tactoor, Myoagh the 
means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal Tear 117 9 Yo the 2 2 ear 


1182. 


1179, From 11 to 15 


Srabon. 


£181, Aſtin 25th, 


Calcutta, gth May, 1775» 


| P 


— 


* 


i: ved by Ramborry Tackoor, the amount 


1 4 


remitted by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in ſpecie 300 
Fan by A785 as above 701 888% 8 
Den 5 Sicca rupees 1009 


No. XIV. 


(Signed) by Roor Naira Crown, 


T be Particulars of the Money unjuſtly taken by Coſſynaut e N the 
means of Bridjoo R. Pore Rey, from Bengal Year 1175 to Bengal Yea ear 1181. 


1175, From 1 to 5] Received by Coſſnaut Baboo, the amount 
remitted him by Bridjoo Kiſhore, in ſpecie 1,000 

Ditto by ditto on a bill remitted by Bridjoo 

Kiſhore Roy, drawn on the houſe of Motte- $11 

't chund of Calcutta 

From 21 to'25 Cartick, Ditto 

From 21 to 25 Faugun, Ditto 


Srabon, 


1176, From 26 to 31 


Srabon, : 


. 
Aſſin 144. 


Cartick Jo." - 
1187, Aſſin 25, 


% <a „ 


x 
* 
— 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Calcutta, ↄth May 1775. 5 \ 


The Particulars of the Money u 
neuns of Bridjod Kiſbore Roy, 


t 


* yt Ta 5 


1175, From 6 to 10 


Mavg. 


ro 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


| (Signed) 2 


: Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


— — 
— 
3 , 
* ; — 


ready money 


4 . : — 4 
_ — 


Sicca rupees 


2,000 


14, 120 


— 


by Roo NA RRALINV CHoWD RT. 


unjuſtly taken by Ramchurn Roy, through the 


Received by Ramchurn Roy, through the 


hands of Rammoo Todes to be N che 


farm rene; enn 


Hh 


p 1 mn | Wo FF iS 
Carried forward, 


N 
TH \_# * 1 


1 
. 


rom Bengal Tear 1175 70 196 2404 [ we 


170 © 


170 © 


( 234 ) 


Brought forward, 170 © 
1176, From 26 to? p; : b "YE 
29 Afar, { Ditto Dito _— 41 5 8 9 
0 * to Ditto Ditto Ditto 30 © 
1179, Faugun 13, Ditto Ditto Ditto „ 
Byſack 17, Ditto Ditto Ditto, thro! thbe 
hands of Kemoprawn Meller, as above 500 © 
1180, Maug 13, Ditto Ditto through the hands of 
 Rammooper Dur, as above - =—< 8r 14 
At the end of | > - TAR | 
20 Alla, Ditto | Ditto Ditto - - 100 © 
Sicca rupees 2,751 14 
Calcutta, gth May, 1775, - (Signed) | | by Roo NaRRALIX CHOwDR 1. yy 


No. XVI. 


The Particulars of the Zhu unjuſtly taken _ Horrey Kiſno 7 8 Mr. 
Bechers Banian, e * þ means f AT: K! ys Key, in He Year 
1175. | 


12 "Rs FS! 213. I | by Horrey tie Tackoon; thro” 
1173, From 16 to , the hands of Rammoo Podar, Nee . 
20 Aſſer, Caſh-keeper 1, oo0 
Srabon 2, Ditto ditto through the hands * Gourey 
Mullick Vakee), being the amount re- 
mitted from the r to Calcutta 1, opo 
Sicca rupees 2, ooo 


Clulcutta, goth May, 1775. (Signed) by Roor NARRALIN CHOwWD Rx. 


No. XVII. 


The Perticalers of the Money unjuſtly taken by Mokundram Byſack, Mr. 


Graham's Caſb-keeper, through Mg. means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Bengal 
Tear 1175 to the Bengal Year 1178. 


12 May 177 5. Fol. 2 13.) Received by Mokundram Byſick, 
1175, From 6 to through the hands of Rammoo Po- 
o Mavg. dar, provincial Caſh-keepers -= 100 


— — 


bY: Carried forward, 100 


(- 235) 


Brought forward, 100 
1176, F / hap 15 don Ditto Ditto 100 
From 1805 30 Cantick, Ditto Ditto Ditto 100 
From 1 5. Poos, Ditto Ditto Ditto 100 
From 6 to 10, che Ib Ditto Ditto eee 
end of Aſſar, 8 100 
1178, From 26 to Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,000 

30 Cheyte, 7 


Sicca rupees 1, 50⁰0 


; ASS 


(Signed) by Roop Nazzain Cuonvar, 


V3G 1» 


Calcutta, the gth May, 1775s 


No. XVII. 


The Parti caters of the Money unjuſtly taken by Ram Ram Boſe, ws the 
means of Bridjoo K. 8 Ray, mt g Tear 1175, 1 the SORE Z.. ear 
1176. 


1175 From 11 to 7 Received by Ram Ram Boſe, through the 


25 Cartick, Ce 2 ara . e ed 180 
From 26 to n Ditto Ditto Ditto 200 
1176, From 22 to ) Ditto Ditto through the hands 10 
25 Maug. Kemoprawn — e 200 

1 5 "1 4 | 


Sicca rupees 500 


— — ——o—— 


Calcutta, gth May, 17754 | (Signed) by Roor NaaxA Caowpar. 


| No. XIX. 


The Particulars of the Money iel taken by Goopey Goopto, Sia the means 
of Brigjoo 1 More R , from Bengal year 1175 to Bengal year 1179. 


Received by 'Goopey Goopto, through 


1175, From 1 10 5 Cheyte, ; the hands of Rammoo a. provincial 


| Caſh-keeper _ 50 
1176, from 1 to o 5 Favgun, Ditto Ditto | Ditto 30 

1177, from 6 to 10, Cheyte, Ditto Ditto Ditto 50 
1178, from 1 to g; Cartick, Ditto Ditto Ditto 30 
1179, Aſſin 30. Ditto Ditto Ditto 50 


Sicca rupees 2 50 


(Si Bed) by Roor NAR RAIN Cuowonv. 
Hh 2 No, XX. 


Calcutta, gth May, 1775. 
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. 4 ; 
PE, ES GOtF'S 4 i 
No. XX, e e 


The Particulars of the Abet, of Remittances 8 by Brie K; TI . to 


Gourey Mullick and Laulbearey Roy, Vackeels at be * Bengal year 
: 1175 to the Bengal year 1181. 012.04 


Remitted to Gourey Mul- 
: 175, wy: hn 1 lick in ſpecie, out of Con- 
Md bare; 0 ſumaney's caſh, 2,025 
From i to 5Cartick, Ditto Ditto Ditto 600 
From 21to2 5 Maug, Ditto Ditto Ditto 600 
From 6 to io Meyte, Ditto Ditto Ditto 10,000 
nnn Juſtey, Ditto Ditto Ditto 354 


2 1850 
Poos 17. Ditto Ditto Ditto, out 5} 8 
of Kauſedan, 10,000. | 
Attheend of 16AMar, Ditto Ditto Ditto I 5,000 [11 
— 23.0 
1176, from a1 to 2 Ditto Ditto Ditto, | eo es eo the” 
25 Stabon, . out of Conſumany, 97,000 
From 6 to 1 Ditto Ditto Ditto 10, ooo 


10 Aſſen, J Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,437 
From 24 to 2 5Fau un, Ditto Ditto Ditto 300 
From 16 toz20Cartick, Ditto Ditto Ditto 29 


| Ditto Ditto, by a bill 
From _ 0 drawn on the houſe 
7 


of Mootechund, 4,000 
From 11to 25 Augun, Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,350 
From 6 to 10 Poos, Ditto Ditto, in ſpecie, 69 
From 6 to 20 ditto, Ditto Ditto Ditto 25 
From 1 to 5 Faugun, Ditto Ditto Ditto 32 
F rom1to gend of Aſſer, Ditto Ditto Ditto 27 
From 16 to 17, Ditto Di „ 
end of Srabon, dee A 5 5 4 27,387 8 
Aſſen 2, Ditto Ditto out of Kauſe- | 335 
dan gold Cheekeens, 
1053, at 4 rupees 8 . 
annas each, „ 


| Ditto Ditto, by a bill 
Faugun 1, ) drawn on the houſe of 
| Mootechund, 50,000 
Cheyt 4, | Ditto Ditto, In ſpecie, 4,000 
Juſtey 20, Ditto Ditto Ditto 4,000 


— 62,738 8 


Carried forward, 129,105 o 


( 237) 


| = Brought forward, 1,29,105 o © 
From 1to 5Cartick, Ditto Ditto, out of Con- . 


ſumaney,, = | | | 4,000 0 0 
From 6 to 10 Poos, Ditto Ditto Ditto 285 
From 1 to 20 ditto, Ditto Ditto [,000 
Ditto Ditto, gold Mo- 
nne, Maug, 1 hurs 100, [r 1,365 5 
From 20tozoFaugun, Ditto Ditto in ſpecie, 300 


Remitted to Gourey | £99 , 


1178, Mullick, by a bill of 
From 21 to 25 exchange, drawn on 
Bhander, the houſe of Noyan- 


days: >; 2,000 
From 21 to 25 Aſſen, Ditto Ditto in ſpecie, 200 
From 16 to 20 Poos, Ditto Ditto Ditto 12,280 


From 26 to 30 Faugun, Ditto Ditto Ditto 200 
Ditto Ditto by a bill on 
From 26 to 30 Choit, 1 the houſe of Moote- 
chung 2,000 


From 26 to 3oByſack, Ditto Ditto in ſpecie, 500 
From 1 to 13, 4+ Ditto by a bill on the 
end of Aſſar, houſe of Noyanday, 1,000 = 
Sy 8 6 72200 0 0 
1179, from 11 to | Ditto to Laulbearey e 


15 Srabon, Vackeel in ſpecie, 950 
Aſſin 14, Ditto Ditto Ditto 627 

Cartick 30, Ditto Ditto Ditto 2,274 

Pos 1, Ditto Ditto Ditto 5000 
Cheyte 3, Ditto Ditto Ditto 275 


Received by Bridjoo 
From 8 By ſack to! Kiſhore Roy, at his 1 front N — 


1 Aſſar, coming down to Cal- 
1 TT cutta, - 18,980 9 6 
At the end of Remitted to Laulbearey 
22 Aſſer, F Vackeel | in ſpecie, 500 | 
— — 224. 106 9 6 

922 Ditto to Ditto by a bill 

118, Bhander 21, 1 on the houſe of 
Mootechund, ' 45,000 


Aſn 2, Ditto Ditto in ſpecie, 997 
Ditto Ditto by a bill 
Cartick 8, 1 on the houſe of 
Mootechund, 21,000 


FH { 
. 
7 7 


Carried forward, 66, 997 1, 71, 104 14 6 
5 | 
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Carried forward, 66,997 1, 71, 104 14 6 
Pdos 1, Ditto Ditto Ditto 20,000 


3, Ditto Ditto in ſpecie, 3380 6 
Faugun 30, Ditto Ditto Ditto 19 
Cheyte 18, Ditto Ditto Ditto 159 


1 Ditto Ditto by a bill 
on the houſe of Moote- 
Q chund, - - 10,400 


WW 


213 


Fol. 118, Reminds to Laulbearey 


Cheyte 28, in ſpecies, ., = ©... - 25 
31, Ditto Ditto Ditto 100 
Atthe endof 20 Aſſer, Ditto Ditto Ditto 600 
1481, Srabon 16. Ditto Ditto Ditto 500 
Ditto Ditto by a bill 
Ditto, | on the houſe of Moote- 
| chund, - 44.293 
Bhauder 36, Ditto Ditto Ditto 10, ooo 
Aſſen 25, Ditto Ditto in ſpecie, 430 
Ditto 31, Ditto Ditto Ditto 547 
| —— 16,49 £ 0.9 
e 2 5,524 14 6 
Calcutta, 9th May 1775. (Signed) by Roor NanR aN 5 


No. xxl. 


The Particulars of „ Durbar Expences, th at Burdwan by Bridjoo Kiſhors 
Roy, from the Bengal Year 1475 #0 the Bengal year 118 1. 


21 17 5; from 16 to 20 Aſſer, Received by Bridjoo Kiſhore | 
Roy, through the hands 
-of Rammoo Podar, Pro- 
vincial Caſhkeeper for the 
Burdwan, Dourbar ex- 
pences, and charged in 
the Conſumany account, 600 
From 26 to 31 Bhauder, Ditto by Ditto as above, 50 
From 21 to 25 Maus, Ditto Ditto 100 
From 16 to 19 end of Juſty, Ditto Ditto 6,791 11 
Ditto, Ditto Ditto 8 30 
- — 1.3591 11 


—— ——— 


Carried forward, 7,591 10 


( #59 ) 


Carried forward 7691 11 | 
1176, from 6 to 10 Afr, Ditto Ditto © 377 


Do. from 26 to 32, Ditto Ditto 70 
From26to 29 Faugun, Ditto Ditto > 100 LES, 
1176, from 26to 31 Byfack, Ditto Ditto as above, 200 e 
117 ago” Ss : Ditto Ditto 1000 
From 26 to 29 Faugun, Ditto Ditto 100 
3 | — 1300 
1178, from 26 to 30 Cheyte, Ditto Ditto - 1000 
1179, from 21 to24 Srabon, Ditto Ditto 5 150 
Bhauder 21, Ditto Ditto — 350 
Aſſin 1g, Ditto Ditto : 1000 
At the end of Aſſan, - - 600 
1180, Bhauder 37. Ditto Ditto 2500 
Aflin 8, Ditto Ditto 5000 
Ditto Ditto 200 
From 23 to 25 Cartick, Ditto Ditto 2500 
Augun 29, Ditto Ditto — 2500 
| Maug 12, Ditto Ditto 1 7500 
1181, Affin 26, Ditto Ditto 4000 
„ Seem at, woo: -Þþ 
Ts” Ditto Ditto 5 100 800 | 32400 
Sicta rupees. 944.417 Ir 


N. B. It is incumbent on Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy 


to relate in. what manner the above ſums 
have been diſburſed. | 


Calcutta, gth May 1775. (Signed) Dy Roor Nara cnowonr. 


MM XXII. 


Particulars of the Durbar Expences, made at 8 for fo much ſaved out 


of the Expences from the Poolcundy, Buxey Dufter, or T, e Se. Jute: 
Bengal Year 1 179; to Bengal year 1181. 


1179, Srabon 9, Received by Callyperſaud Boſe, 
through the hands of Ramoo 
Podar 300 
25, Ditto by Ditto, trough the bands 
of Ramdeb Roy Buxey, and 
Lucky Canto Boe, — =- 1893 


Carried forward, 2193 


12 


Brought forward 


1179s Bhauder 4, Received by Callyperſaud Boſe, 


through the hands of Ramuſoo 


Podar, — 


Augun 6, Ditto by ditto, through the hands 


of Rambdeb Roy Buxey, and 


Lucky Canto Boſe, 


18, Ditto by ditto, through the hands 
of Rammoo Podar, 


2193 
209K. 


2000 


2081 


2 


28, Ditto by ditto, of Ramdeb Roy 600 
Poos 7, Ditto by ditto, ditto of Ramdeb 


Roy and Luc 


key Canto Boſe, 
Maug 4, Ditto by ditto, ditto of Ramoo mn 
Podar, — — 150. 
20, Ditto by ditto, ditto of ditto, 1000 
Byſack 25, Ditto by ditto, through the hands 
of Ramdeb Buxey, and . N 
Canto Boſe, — — 3181 
Jayte 22, Ditto by ditto, ditto, — 1144 
1179, Srabon 29, Received by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, 8 
through the hands of Roy Buxey, 3500 
Ditto by ditto, through the hands 5 
of Ramoo Podar, — 1000 
Augun 20, Ditto by ditto, ditto, ditto, 1000 
Poos 21, Ditto by ditto, ditto Ramdeb uy I, 
| Buxey, — 200 
Mavg 12, Ditto by ditto, dino. ditto 100 
22, Ditto by ditto, ditto — 50 
Faugun 11, Ditto by ditto, ditto ditto 160 
Cheyt 13, Ditto by ditto, ditto ditto 60 
1180, Maug 28, Ditto by ditto, * ditto ditto 1000 
1181, Augun 25, Ditto by ditto, ditto ditto 1000 
Received out of Provincial caſh, | 
ordered by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, 
through the hands of Rammoo 
Podar on. Poolbundy account, 
the particular of which Bridjoo 
Kiſhore muſt be accountable . 
for. In year 1180, Juſtey 15, 
received by Kiſno Perſaud Moo- 
| kerjea, — — — Io,coo0 
Afar 2, Ditto by ditto, — — 12,000 
Srabon 2, Ditto by ditto, _ — — 3,098 4 
1181, Aſſin 15, Ditto by ditto, — — 


Calcutta, th May, 1775. 


. 6297 
nn 


Sicca Rupees, 
(Signed) Roor NARRAIN CHOWDRY. 


10,745 


255300 


4 5,000 


( a1} 


E 


Memcrandum oo the Salt Contratt, mods by the — Bates . 
Bridjos Kiſhore Roy, in the Name of Raja Tage Chund, for whatever Salt 
ſhall be produced in the Pergunnab Mondulgaut, &c. extraBted 8 the Ar 
of Bridjoo Kifhore Rey, in the Year 1179. 7 125 


Received by Bridjoo Kiſhore Ro from the | ds 
Company, as an advance for falt, „„ 
Deduct the amount of ſalt deliyered to the | EY. 
Company, in part from the produce of | 
Mundull gaut, &c. viz. ſalt delivered to 
the Company of 82 Sicca weight, 
maunds 1,30,000, at rupees 66 2 12 
125 10 maunds, „„ e 


C 6 of Merchandize, "ap . | 8 


Waſtage in the Gollahson maunds.... : _ 
1, 30, ooo, at 5 maunds per G- 
mand, amounts to maunds 
6,500, and 66 r. 2 14 à. per 10 
maunds .. — 4298 11 1 4 mot; 


| Cooley here on the above from 


* ner cr to Bunder 19 


— P — 


10, 341 3 
Deduct for ſhort weight on the 
delivery at Amtah, &c. 1950 
maunds, at 30 rupees per 10 


maunds, . = 9s 
ee 9.366 3 
3 N "Oy — 95338 11 | 
Balance due to the Company, — — n 24,6615 


6 


N. B. Sold by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy to Ramparamanick, c. in 
full of the above produce of Mondulgaut, &. being- the 
amount of what has not been delivered to the Company of 82 
Sicca weight, 14,523 an, 3 fie ſic. at 166 8 per 10 maunds, 
Sicca Rupees, — 235349 
Salt Contract made by Bridjoo Kilkore Roy, with the 
honourable Company, given in writing for 150,000 
maunds at 75 rupees per 10 maunds, to be delivered 
in the year 1180, amounted to Sicca upees, 1,12, 500 


w : 


Ii Carried forward, 1,32,500 


(242 


Brought forward, 1, 12, 300 
Received by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy from the honourable 
Company, in part of the above contracts, — Mane 
Deduct Need by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy to the Mul- 
lungees from the above receipts, «© = — 733500 
Balance remaining in the hands of Bridjov Kiſhore Roy 
from the above receipt, — — —— ONE 
Ditto, remaining due from the Company, — ee 
N. B. Salt produced from the above contracts per M.. 
Cool, — — — 2 96, 067 - 
Balance due to the Company, to complete the above 
contract, reduced for \ want of money in borh parties, 33,932 26 
— — 
Maunds. 150,000 
—_ ITT 
Salt contract made by Bridjes Kiſhore Roy with the honourable 
Company, given in writing for 150,000 maunds, at 7g rupees. 
per 100 maunds, to be delivered 1 in . e amounted to 
Sicca rupees, — 2112, 300 
Received by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy t to the 5 5 Auge, a aJ GY ns] 
part of the above, — — 64,502 8. 


Balance due from the Company, — 


Advanced by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy: to Mollongers apy of the 
above receipt, — — 40,000. 
Balance remaining due from Pridjoo Kiſhore Roy from the 
above receipt, _ — — — 24.702 I 
1 1 4 5 — 
e- ca 8 


Calcutta, ” (Sigted) by. Rour Nannen Copa v. 
gth May, 1775. | 


nr, Letter from the Governor GeneraFFund _ to the Provincial” 


Fol, 134+ Council at Burdwan. 


« Incloſed we ann ſundry Acevants, which have been Gidivited in 
by the Vakeel of the Ranny of Burdwan. We dite@ that you examine the 
bankers and che perſons there mentioned as to the facts alled + 


( 243 ) 


Letter from Provincial Council at Burdwan, to the Governor General 
1129 evil oro ORE: e 
% Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, rs bl 
« Having at length completed the Examinatien into the authenticity of 
the accounts referred to in your letter of the 26th May laft, we new tranſmit 
you the iſſue of our inquiries, — '' _ TOO e 
5 We are, Kc.“ 


Anſwer to article Mr. Graham, in Ne. g. No particular account ſent, 


Confultation, 10th July, 1778. Fr 

The Board how proceed to the inveſtigation of the accounts tranſmitted 
by the Honourable Council of Revenue, accompanying their letter of the 
26th May laft. As account, No. II. contains the ſubſtance of all the other 
accounts, they obſerve that the moſt regular and eaſy mode af candutting 
the inquiry, will be to proceed on this Number article by article. 

The firſt article, amounting to rupees. 2, 38, 559, ſtands againſt the name 
of Mr. Graham. As it appears, from enquiry, that a part of this ſum was 
paid by Rammoo Podar, the provincial Caſh-Keeper, he is called before 
the Board; and being firſt dyly ſworn, is interrogated as folows: : 
LQueſtion. Was you Pogar or Provincial Caſh-keeper in the years 1175 
and 1179, when Mr. Graham was Reſident at Burdwan ? ; 

„r , 

% Queſtion. Do you know whether or not the fum of rupees 2, 38, 5 30 
was paid to Mr. Graham from the Burdwan province ? „ 

* Anſwer. I do not know that he received this particular ſum; but the 
following is an account of what I paid myſelf to his agents: | 


1175, Aſſar 20. Paid to Mr. Graham's Cafh. keeper, Muc- 


_ kendrum Byſaack, | 4,000 
Ditto 31, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 21,000 
Rhadogn 10. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 6,000 
Ditto 31. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 5, oo0 
1176, Jeyte 19. Ditto Dittes Ditto Ditto, 60,000 
Aſlar 32. Ditto Ditta Ditto Ditto, 8,000 _ .. 
| | | | oy — 68,000 
1177, Aſſar 1. Dito Ditto Ditto Ditto, — 41,000 
1176. To Modem Byſaac, on account of Mr. 
; Gal, = 118 « 1, 200 


Carried forward, 1,46, 200 
11 2 


31 OR, 1775. 


Conſultation, 
* 3th July, 1 775. 


Conſultation, 
22d Jaly, + 


11 244 ) 


Queſtion to Rammoo Podar. 


% O©uetion, On what account were the above ſums paid ? 
_& Anſwer, I don't know; I paid them «& order of Bridjoo | 
Kiſhore Roy, the Zemindarry Duan. 
Queſtion. From what fund were they paid? 
« Anſwer, From the Zemindarry treaſury. The ſum dif- 
burſed the 10 Apou 117 7: paid from Tez Chund's, and the reſt, 


from Tillook Chund's. 


_ Firſt Article in No. II. continued.” 


The Zemindarry Dewan acquaints the Board, that the remain-" 
der of the ſum which ſtands againſt Mr. Graham may be found 
by referring to the Conſumany, &c. Dufters. 

Ordered, "That the Mohuers of the Conſumany be directed to 


attend te Board with their accounts. 


Firſt Article in No. II. continued. 


Sam Burrah, the Conſumany Mohuer, attending in conſe- 
quence of the orders of the 3 iſt inſtant, is called before the Board, 
and being duly ſworn, is aſked, If it appears, from his accounts, 
that any ſums were paid from the Conſumany fund on account 
of Mr. Graham? To this he replies in the affirmative, and deli- 
vers in the following account : 

1774, from 217 Paid, by order of Raja Tillok Chund, 
to 22 Jeyte. through Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, by the hands 
of Deearam Podar, 15,200 


1180, Aſſin 14. F rom Raja Tez Chund's privy Caſh, 
by order of Sooberam Ghoſe Dewan, 


to the leſſer Dewery, through the 
hands of Manick Podar, 1,000 
Queſtion to Sam Burrah. 
te Queſtion. How do you know the above ſums were paid 


on account of Mr. Graham? 
* Anſwer, I was directed by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, to inſert 


the former ſum in that Gentleman's name, and I received the 
ſame order from Sooberam Ghoſe, with reſpec̃t to the latter. 


Brought forward, „ 40, 200 


8 Carried forward, 1, 62, 400 


(245 ) 


Brought forward, 


« Queſtion. Do e appear any more ſums in your accounts 


as received by Mr. Graham. ? 
« Anſwer, No, there do not. 


Queſtion to the Zemindarry Dewan, 


In the account delivered in by the Ranny, there appears the ſum. 


of 2,38,550 rupees againſt the name of Mr. Graham, we have 
only aſcertained from Rammoo Podar, 1,46, 200 
And from the Conſumany aceount, 16, 200 


625 400 


In all, 1,62, 10 | 


— — 


« Oueſtion; Do you know of any. further ſums being inſerted 
in the Conſymany accounts againſt Mr. Graham ? 


* Anſwer. The ſum of 40,085 rupees, included in account 


No. XX. was remitted to Calcutta on his account, and Bridjoo 


Kiſhore Roy, and Laul Beharry Vakeel, will give the particulars. | 
of it. The ſum of 36,055 rupees will be accounted for by the- 


ſervants of the Burrah Dewery or Amboa Ranny. 


The Board obſerve that the appropriation of the Grft ſum of | 


40,085 rupees, cannot now be aſoertained, as Bridjoo Kiſhore 
Roy and Laul Beharry Vakeel were at Calcutta, 


With regard to the 36,065 rupees, Ordered, © That the Off | 


cers of the Burrah Dewery be ſummoned with their accounts, 


Nemay Mitter, Shacy Naveſs or Regiſter of accounts to the- 


Burrah Dewery, attending, in conformity to the orders of the 
22d ultimo, is called before the Board; and being duly ſworn, 
he is aſked, If he knows any, and what particulars of 36,065 ru- 
pees ſaid to be paid to Mr. Graham? To which he replies, the fol-- 
lowing ſums are inſerted in his accounts, as paid on account of. 


that Gentleman : 


1174, Maug 28. From the Amboa Ranny's private Caſh: 
> paid to Mr. Graham, - - 


1175, Jeyte 23. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 3000 


Sacon 1, Dito Ditto Ditto Ditto, 2847 


1176, Aſſin 29, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 20⁰00 


Avghun 15. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 985 


| 40,065 


2,081 


5,847 


—ů — 
— — 


Carried forward, 985 2000 2, 10,413. 


Conſultation, 
5th Aug. 1775. 
Saturday Even» 
ing. 


Po 
8 


a 


| Conſultation, 
11th Auguſt, 
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Brought forward, 985 2,000 25107413 


Ditto, ditto, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto, 
for Shawls, plates, &c. arti- 
cles for Mr. nn 1,763 
— 2,748 
Cheyte 10. Ditto, ditto, paid for Daulies of ſugar, &c. 
do him at Culna, 5 

« Oveftion, How do you know the above ſums were diſburſ: 
ed on account of Mr. Graham? 

« Anſwer. Ramhurry Naug told me they were paid on his 
3 and ordered me to inſert them accordingly in my 
books 

% Queſtion. Did the Amboa Ranny know that they were diſ- 
burſed on Mr. Graham's account? 

« Anſwer. She ſaw the accounts after they were wrote out. 

Radoo Bhoſe Burrah Dewery Mohurer, being alſo duly ſworn, 
and aſked the ſame queſtions as was firſt put to Nemay Meetur, 
he replies, that the fo lowing article is inſerted in bis accounts, 
by order of Gopaul Ghoze, He Burrah Dewery Naib Cazenchy. 


1177, in Jeyte. Paid to Mr, Graham, from ſhe Ambga Ran- 
ny's caſh, 

Ordered, That Gopaul Bhoſe be Gramoned, to know from 7 

him by whom this ſum was paid. 


Gopaul Ghoſe attending in conſequence. of the 3 of the 
5th inſtant, is called before the Board, and queſtioned, on oath, 
regarding the payment of the above ſum of x 5,000 rupees z he 
ſays he was directed by Ramhurry Naug to inſert it in the ac- 

counts as paid to Mr, Graham; account Durbar Crutch, 
Queſtion. Who paid the money ? 
& Anſwer. Ramhurry Naug. 
Queſtion. How do you know? 
- * Anſwer. He told me ſo himſelf. 

Being in'ormed by the Zemindarry Dewan that this man, Go- 
paul Ghoſe, is acquainted with the payment of $8,000 rupees, 
on account of Mr. Graham; this ſum being the balance of 

2,38,550 rupees, which ſtands againſt that Gentleman's name 
in No: IT. he is accordingly interrogated as follows : 
Queſtion. Do you know of 8,000 rupees having been paid 
from the Burrah Dewrey fund, on account of Mr. Graham! 1 


Carried forward, 4 
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Brought forward, 
11 16, Pooze 74, « Anſwer, Taferted in the accounts 8,000 
repees by - Ramhurry Naug 8 e as 
paid to Mr. Graham, — 
&« Quęſtion. Who paid the money ? 
« Anſwer. Ramhurry Naug. 
« Queſtion. How do you Know ? 
& Anſwer, He told nie f6. 
“ Quseſtion. From what fund? 
& Anſwer. From Dewery caſh at Burdwan. 
Auęſtion. On what account was it paid © ? 3 


5 Aiſwer. I do not know.” 2 
Sicca Rupees, 26,550 


2530,50 


* 


8,000 


Extracted from: the proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. „ 
(signed) D. H. MDowas, See. 


— — 


Anſwer to No. III. Particulars of Money taken 15 Mr. Stuart, during FY tine 
be was at Burdwan, from the er 1175, 1 180 Bengal 1 . 
Conſultation, 10th July, 177 * 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial C aſb-Reeper, upon cath; 


“ Queſtion. Did you pay any money to Mr. Stuart, or on his account 
at Burdwan, from the year 1175 to 1180 ? 


« Anſwer, Yes, I paid him as follows, through Callyperſund Bhoſs 
his Banyan, from the Conſumany : 
1175, Afar 31. Through Callyperſaud Bhoſe - 800 
Jeyte 19. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 10,000 
. 5 | — 10,00 
1176, Sewan 10. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,000 F 
1177, Poole 29. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 26, ooo 
1178, Bhadoon 31. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,00 
1179, Bhadoon 31. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 5 F,000 » 
Aſſar 19, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto taken by 
him from the treaſury, and wrote off in the Conſu- 
many account as paid to Mr. Stuart — 86, 636 
Ditto ditto, through Callyperſaud Bhoſe 5 — 10 
Sawun 24. To Ezotulla Jemmadur - — 400 
6 * Ryeſtion. On what account were the above ſums paid? 
4 Carried forward, 1, 26,936 
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RI TE Fond of | Brought forward, 1,26,956 
t Anſwer, I do not know.—From 1175 to 1177, they 1 

were paid by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, and from that time 

to 1180 Callyperſaud took them himſelf, as he was Dewan 

to the Collector. | 

The Zemindarry Dewan acquaints the Board, that the re- 

mainder of this Number will be found in the accounts of the 

Burrah Dewery, in the poſſeſſion of Nemay Meetter, 
Ordered, That he be — 


Conſultation | Examination of Nemay Meeter upon oath, 
JAW HT | 
« Queſtion. 'Do- you know of any ſums having been paid * 
Mr. Stuart, or on his account, from 1175 to 1180? 

© Anſwer, The following ſums are inſerted in my accounts, 
by the order of Rammaut 'Meeter, as paid from the Amboa 
| Ranny's caſh to Mr. Stuart, 


1177, Aſſin iſt, By Byrom Podar, gs Callyperſaud 


Bhoſe - - $5,000 
Ditto 28. By Rammaut Meeter, — be 
ON, ditto FA 236,000 
Pooſe 3. A Bill drown by Nayan Dag, at 
Amboa, on his houſe at Burdwan for 20, ooo 


Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto in pay- 
ment of a bond taken by Callyperſaud Bhoſe 
from Ram Hurry Naig, in 1 name of Ram- 


tonoo Bhoſe - „„ 25100 
Cheyt 30. Inſerted in the accounts, as paid by 
Ramhurry Nague - AY En -' | 2187 
— — 34.287 
1178, Faugun 17. Taken up from Mr. Sqor, on SO £1 
bond, by Ramhurry Nague, at two per cent, 
-, per month, and paid to Mr, _ through 
Callyperſaud Bhoſe - - - 20,000 
Ditto, Ditto. On account Shauls = 646141519 


a R 21,132 
1179, in Aſſin. Taken up from Mr. Sprot on bond, | 
by Ramhurry Nague, at 25 per cent. per 
month, and paid to Mr. Stuart through 
8 Callyperſaud Bhoſe - - - 15,000 
Faugun 1ſt. Ditto ditto from 
Mr. Murray, by Ramhurry Nague, at two 


3 5 


Carried forward, 15,000 582,375 : 


( *p.. ) 


Brought forward, 15, 00 1, 82,375 
per cent. per month bond, dated back to the | 
1ſt Cautick - — — 20,000 
Fagun iſt. To Mr. Stuart's ſervants COTE 
F 
„ Queſtion. Were the above-mentioned bonds diſcharged ? 
"Wh ue. Yes they were.“ 
| Sicca Rupees 2,17,684 


Extracted from the Provincial Comet of Revenue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) . M. DOWAL, 
Secretary. 


Anſwer to No. IV. The Particulars of Money taken by Mr, Becher a 
the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the Bengal gear 1175. | 


Conſultation, 1075 July, 1775. 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Coſb-Keeper, upon oath. 


68 | Queſtion, Did you pay to Mr. Beecher, or to any. perſon on his ac- 
count, the ſum of rupees 2, 100 in the Bengal year 11783 
« Anſwer. I paid only rupees 1, ooo on his account, and this ſum was 
received by Hurry Kiſhen Taggoor, his Banyan. 
1175, Aſſar 7. From the Conſumany caſh, by order of Raja SET 
Tillook Chund - - - - - 1,000 
Queſtion to the Zemindarry Dewan. - 
By whom was the remainder of this article paid? | 
Anſwer. By Jaggurnaut Podar, one of the Conſummany 


ſervants.” . 
Ordered, That he be ſummoned. Ne 
Jaggurnaut Podar attending in N to the ſummons of Cone, 
the 10th inſtant, is called before the Board, and being duly e 1779 


| ſworn, he depoſes, that he paid as follows: 
1175, Aſſur 31. By order of Raja Tillook K Chund, from the 


K k ö Carried forward, 1,000 
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Brought forward, 1,000 
privy caſh to-Bridj o0 Kiſhore Roy's ſervant, who ſaid it 


was on account of Mr. Becher - - 1,000: 
Bhadoon 6th. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 100 


——— 


Sicca R upees hs 25 100 


— 


Extracted from the proceedings of the Provincial Council of. Revenue at at 
Burdwan. 


(Signed). D. H. M DOW AL,, 
Secretary. 


Anſwer to No. V. Ye Particulars of Money taken by Mr. James Alerander, 
through the means of BEridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the Bengal year. 1176, 


Conſultation, 10th Fuly, 1775; 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-Keeper, upon oath, 


« Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. James Alexander, or to any perſon on: 
his account, rupees 1,000, in the Bengal year 1196? 
« Anſwer. I did not in 1176, but I paid that ſum in 1175, 
1175, Jeyte 25th. From the Conſummany caſh, by order of 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, to Ram Bullub Taggoor, Mr. 
Alexander's Banian, on account of Mr. Pa Wo * ad 
pronounced by the deponent = 3 1, 00 
The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, chat the remain- 
der of this Number will be accounted for by Sam Butran, one of 
Conſumany Mohurers. 
Ordered, That Sam Burrah be ſummoned. 


Confoltation, Sam Burrab's aum upon oath. 
2ad July, 1775. 

66 Queſtion Do you know of any ſums having been paid in- 
the year 1176, on account of Mr. James Alexander ? 

% Anſwer, In my accounts there are inſerted the following par- 
ticulars, which I was ordered to write by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 


Cartied forward, 1,000 


* Suppoſed to be Mr. Dalrymple, 


62351) 


Brought forward, 1,000 
1176, Sawein 20th, Paid on account of Mr. Alex- | 
ander, from the Conſumany caſh - 3, ooo 


Cartic 8th. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 25,000 
_ - 30,000 
« Oveſtion. Do you know by whom the above ſums were 
* or any thing further regarding them. 8 
« Anſwer. No, I do not. e 
Sicca Rupees 31, 


Extracted from the * of the Provincial Council of Revenue at at 


Burdwan. 
(Signed) D. H. M DO WAI. 
Secretary. 


Ago to Article Mr. Haſtings in No. IL 
The particular account not fent, _ 


Conſultation, 1045 July, 177. 
Examination of Rammoo Padar, Provincial Cafh-keeper, on Oath. 


_* Yueſtion, Do you know of 15,000 Rupees having been paid to Nr. 
Haſtings? 
« Anſwer. I do not know of any ſum having been paid on his account.” 
The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board that Sam Burrah, the Con- 
ſumany Mohurer, can give them information regarding this article, 


Examination of Sam Burrab upon Oath. 


Queſtion. Do you know whether or not the ſum of 15,000 rupees 
Was 1 to Mr. Haſtings? 
« Anſwer. I only know the following circumſtances regarding this article. 
1179, from Byſacky When Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy went to Calcutta, he told 
to Aſſar. 4 to inſert 15,000 Rupees in the Conſumany ac- 
counts, as paid to Mr. Haſtings * Laul Beharry 
Roy, the Vake cl, 135,00 
« Oueſtion. How do you know the money was received by 
Mr. Haſtings ? 
Anſwer. I only know what Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy told me, aa 
above mentioned, - 3 — Sicca Rupees 15,000 


Extracted from the proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re» 


venue at Burdwan. 
D. H. M*Dowar, Secretary. 


Kia Anſfwee 


| 8 
220 July, 1775s 
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Anſwer to No. VI. Particulars of Money taken by Mr. George Vanſittart at 
Burdwan, through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in 1181. 


Conſultation, 10th July, 177 5. 


Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh keeper, upon Oath. 


« Queſtion. Do you know of any N having been Po on account 
of Mr, Vanſittart in the Bengal Year 1181? 
1181, Rhadoon g. Anſwer, I paid, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, 
on account of Mr. Vanſittart, from the Conſumany 
EE caſh; Ram Roudur Meetur his treaſurer, 13,000 
1 | Weſton. Did you Pay no more than this ſum on that gentle- 
man's account? 
« Anſwer, I will refer to the Confumany accounts "00 ac- 
W vou. 


Conſultation, Examination of Damoodur Doſs, Gomaſtab 1 to the 2 of Mooty- 
280: July, rl. Chand, 


a Queſtion Did you grant a bill of exchange for 10,000. ru- 
pees on the houſe of Mooty-Chund, bearing date 19th Aſſan? 1 
1181, Aſſar 19. Anfwer, Yes, I did for that lum: - 10, ooo 
% Queſtion, Who paid you the money? 
% Ayſwer. The Naib Conſumany Dewan Juggut Meetur, 
«© Queſtion. In whoſe favour was the bill drawn? 
« Anſwer. In favour of Mr. Killican of Calcutta. 
% Yueſtion, To whom did you grant the bill? 
« Anſwer, When Jaggut Meetur paid me the money, he told 
me to put it down to the account of Roogonaut Meetur. 
« Oveftion, Who is Roogonaut Meetur? 
« Anſwer, I do not know. 
% NQueſtion. On what account was the money paid? 
« Anſwer, I do not know. 
1 Queſtion. Did Juggut Meetur pay you the above ſum TR 
ſelf ? 


« Anſwer, It was paid me by Jaggemaut Podar.“ 


Cooſultation, Rammoo Podar attending with his accounts, in conformity to 
20 July, 1775, his anſwer of the 10th Inſtant, he is called before the Board, and 
he delivers in the following account upon oath. 
1181, Aſſin 18. That he paid, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore 
N Roy, to Ram Roodur Meetur, Mr. Vanſittart's 
Mutſuddy, on account of his Maſter, - - $5,000 


Carried forward, 30,000 
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Brought forward, 30, ooo 
Cartick 24. Ditto, ditto, ditto, for travelling charges, e 
Augun 8. Ditto, ditto, ditto, as the firft ſum, - = $5,000 


« Qucſtion. How do you know Mr. Vanſittart received the 
ſums above ſpecified ? 
« Anſwer. Bridjoo Kiſhore told me they were paid on his ac- 
count. | 


Sicca Rupees 35˙4⁰ 


Extracdted from the proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowaLr, Sevretary. 


* 


Anſwer to Article Mr. 2 D in N 0, 2. 
The particular account not ſent, 


Conſultation, 10th Fuly, 1775. 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſb- keeper, upon oath. 


&« Queſtion. Do you know of 500 rupees having been paid to Mr. 
M*<Donald or Mr. M<Dowall the 30 Aſſim 1179 Bengal ſtile? _ 

« Anſwer, I do not at preſent recollect that any ſuch ſum was paid to 
that Gentleman; but J will refer to the Conſumany accounts and Inform 

ou. 
? „ Mr, M<Dowall, the Secretary, begs leave to acquaint the Board, that he 
received the above ſum of 500 rupees on the occalion of the Pooneah® in 
1179, to purchaſe a horſe. 

c That there was then an allowance of 35,000 rupees annually W to 
the Raja by Government, for the expences attending the ceremony; and a 
proportion of this ſum was paid him, as aſſiſtant to the Reſident, in which 
light he ſolely conſidered it; further, he did not regard the accepting of this 
preſent as any infringement of his covenants with the Company, which 
authoriſe him to receive 1000 rupees, it VERY offered to him, 


1179, Aſſin 13. Rammoo Podar attending, in conformity to his an- Conſultation, 
ſwer of the 10th Inſtant, informs the Board, that by order Lek thay 1775 
of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy he paid to Jaggemaut Ghoſe, Mr, 
M-<DowallPs Banian, 300 rupees, on account of a Horſe for 
that Gentleman, at the ceremony of the Pooneah, 300 


Sicca Rupees 50⁰ 


Extracted from the proceedings of the Provincia Council of Re- U 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowaurL, Secretary, 


* A Feſtival, 
T Anſar 
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Anſwer to No. VII. Particulars of Money taken by Mr. Fleetwood at Burdwan, 
through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal year 1 178 to 1181. 


Conſultation, 10th July 1775. 
Examination of Ramoo Podar, Provincial Cafh-keeper, upon Oath. 


« Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Fleetwood, or on his account, from 
the year 1178 to 1181, 23,450 rupees ? 


« Anſwer. Yes, 1 did, as follows: 


43755 Faugun 26, To Durmoo Doſs his Podar, by order 
| of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the 
_ Conſumany caſh, - = _- 6,000 
Cheyt 30. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto - 6,000 
© 1 — — 12, ooo 
1179, Afar 19. Ditto Ditto Ditto 2, 400 
Bhadoon 2. Ditto Ditto Ditto = 1,000 


1180, Bhadoon 31. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ph 


- - 3,000 
Augun 29. Ditto Ditto Ditto <= = 3,550 
Cheyt 21, Ditto Ditto Ditto - = 1,000 
3 PE i F 
1181, Aſſim 26. Ditto Ditto Ditto, as before, = 6500 
Sicca rupees | 23,450 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. MDowar, Secretary. 


— — 2 — 


Anſwer to Article Mr, a, in No, II, 


No particular account ſent. 


Conſultation, 10th Fuly, 1775. 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſb. kecper, on Oath. 


F 60 Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Shott, or Mr. Short, or any perſon on 
= his account, the ſum of 4000 rupees, in the month of Augun 1181 ? 


« Anſwer. I do not now recollect, but will refer to the Conſumany 
accounts, and inform you,” 


IL Rammoo 


62350 


RNammoo Podar attending agreeably to his anfwer of the 10th inſtant, conttuncn, 
acquaints the Board, that he 2 to Ram Roodur Meetur, on account of 224 July, 1773. 


Mr. Short, from the Conſumany caſh, _ _=_ 3 1181, by order of 


Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, i. SS - WY 4,000 
| Sicca rupees 4,000 
— 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 


venue at Burdwan. 
4 55 (Signed) D. H. Do wart, Secretary. 


Anſwer to Article Mr. Swain, in No. II. 

No particular account ſent. 

5 Conſultation, 1oth July, 1775. 

Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſb- keeper, upon Oath. 


ec Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Swain, or Shewen, or on his account, 


the ſum of 6000 ruptes,. the 20th Afr 1179? 

_* Anſwer, I know nothing about it.“ 

The Zemindary Dewan being aſked; in what account the above ſum i is 
inſerted ? he replies, That Sam Burrali, the NIE A, is ac- 
quainted with the particulars of it. | 

Ordered; That. he do attend. 


Cinfultatian, 224 uh, 195 8 


* Borrah, the Conſumany Mohurer, attending in e of 
the orders of the 10th inſtant, he is aſked upon oath, If it appears from his 
accounts that 6,000 was paid on account of Mr, Swain in 1 179? To which 
he replied, That the garden-houſe built by Major Fiſher belonged to Mr. 
Shewen, who ſold it to Bridjoo Kiſfiore Roy for the Raja the 20th Aſſur 
1179: That he was to receive 60, ooo rupees for it; and this ſum was de- 
dutted by Callyperfaud Bh6ze, in Cheyt 1180, from 41,000 rupees iſſued 


from the treaſury on account of the Raja's allowances. = _- 6,c00- 
* ᷓueſtion. How did the above circumſtances come to your k nOwW- 
ledge? 


i auler I was told them by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 


Queſtios 


(256) 


Queſtion to Roop Narrain Chowary's Vackeel. 


e Qusęſtion. How came the above ſum to be inſerted as unjuſtly 
taken by Bridjoo Kiſhore, 2 82 it appears there was value received 
for it? 

% Anfewer, It compoſes! a part of the account bust went made 


during the adminiſtration of Bridjoo Kiſhore, and was therefore in- 
cluded. 


Sicea rupees 6,000 


— = 


Extracted from the Proceedings of che Provincial Council of Re- 
venue of Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. MDowaLt, Secretary. 


150 to No. VIII. Particular of Money taken by Colonel Semple, through 
| the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the Bengal Jears 1 1775 1178, and 1179. 


Conſultation, 10th July 1775, 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Caſh keeper, upon Oath. 
e Queſtion. Did you pay to Colonel Semple, or on his account, the ſum 


of 3,000 rupees, in the years 1177, 1178, and 1179 ? 
* Anſwer. Yes, I did, as follows: 


1177, Bhadoon g1, To Cartick Roy, his Mutſuddy, by order of 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Raja's caſh, 


for a horſe at the Pooneah, <- - = 1,000 
1 178, Bhadoon 31. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto — 1,000 
I 179 Bhadoon 31. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto — 1,000 


Sicca rupees q, ooo 


Extradted from the Procerdingh of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowauL, Secretary. 


* ; | | 


Anſwer 


257) 


Anſwer to Article Mr. Lewis, in No. II. 
No particular account ſent. 


Conſultation, 1 roth July, 1775. 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Culler upon Oath. 


« Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Lewis, or on his account, the fum of 
2,000 rupees, the 27th Strabon 1181 ? 

% Anfever, I do hot now recollect, but 1 will refer to the Conſumany 
accounts, and inform you.“ | 


Rammoo Podar attending, acquaints the Board, that he paid to Ram r 
Lockua Metur, Mr, Lewis's Mutſuddy, the ſum of 2,000 rupees, on ac- ** 778. 


count of his maſter, the 27th Strabon 1181. 


1181, Strabon 27. By order of arne Kiſhore Ts from the Raji's 
caſh, _ „ Rood- 


Sicca rupees 2, 00 


Extracted from the . of the Provincial Council of Re- 


venue at Burd wan. 
(Signed) D. H. M*<Dowau.t, Secretary. 


Anſwer to No. IX. Particalars of the Maney taken by Mr. Goodlad, through 
the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the Songs Year 11 79. 


Conſaltation, 10th uh, 1 77 Go 
| Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-keeper, upon Oath. 


* Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Goodlad, or on his acconnt, the ſum of 
10,009 rupees, in the year 11799? ' 
Anſwer. No, I did not; nor do I know any thing of i it.” 
The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that part of the above fum 
will be found in the accounts of Sam Burrah, he Conſumany Mohurer. | 
Orgered, That he do attend. 4 


Examination of Damoodur Daſs, Gomaſtah ta the Houſe of ene ; Confoltation, 


21ſt July, 1775. 
* Queſtion. Did you grant a bill on the houſe of Mooty Chund for 5,000 
rupees, on the 29th Mavg 1179? 
1. 1 « 4nſwer. 


( 459) 


1179, Poos 17. © Anfiver. No, I did not on that day, but I granted one- 
on the 17th Poos 1179, for the above ſum, - - = 5,000 
«* Queſtion. Who paid you the money ? | 
* Anſwer, Jaggumaut Podar, in the Raja's ſervice, who told 
me to put it down in the name of Laul Beharry Roy, the Nh 
Vackeel. SN 
« Oneftien. On what account was this money paid! ? 
& Anſwer, I do not know, _ 
 « Oveſtion. In whoſe favour was the bill drawn ? 


* Anſwer, In favour of Laul Beharry * 196 Vackeel at Ca: 
| cutta.” 


Con 3 : Examination of Sam Burrab, Conſumany Moburer, upon Oath. 
2 Kd july, 1775. | 
Queſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Goodlad, or on his account, 
the ſum of 3m, oo0 rupees, the 29th Maug 1179 ? 
1 179, Mug 29. ** Anſwer. By order of Brijoo Kiſhore Roy, I paid 

to Laul Beharry Roy, the Vackeel, 5,000 rupees, 

on account of Mr. Goodlad, which ſum was. 

| borrowed of Ramchurn Roy for the Raja, 500 


Sicca rupees 10,000: 


 Extrafted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re · 
venue at Burdwan. 


; (Signed) D. H. MDowalr, Secretary. 


— 


Anſwer to Article Bowanny Meetlur, in No. II. 
No particular account ſent. 


Conſultation, 10th Juh, I775. 
Examination of Rammoo Poder, Provincial Caſt-keeper, upon Oath. 


„ Quseſtion. Do you know of 30,425 rupees having been paid to Bow- 
anny Meettur ? 39 £06 

Anſwer. I know only of the following ſums, which I paid myſelf on 
his account: | 


1175, Bhadoon 10. Through Sunker Meetur, by order of Bridjoo 


Kiſhore Roy, from Rajah Tilloock Chund's 
caſh, — — — 600 


Aſſin 30, Caſh, ditto ditto — — 600 


Carried forward, 1, 200 


( 259 ) 
Brought forward, 


2,800 


Proſe 5, Ditto ditto ditto — — 1,000 
1176, Aughun 29. Ditto ditto . ditto "Lg eee 
Maug 21. Ditto ditto ditto — 100 


Jeyte 19. Through Sunker Meetur, by. order of 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Raja Til- 


look Chund's caſh, — — 8,00 


Sawem 25. Ditto ditto ditto — — 1,000 
Aſſin 25. By order of Bridjoo Kiſhore 5 from 

os the Raja's caſh, — — 600 

Poos 25. Ditto ditto ditto — — 1g coo 

Faugun 29. Ditto ditto ditto — — 1, 00 


1177, Aſſar 10. Ditto ditto, account Parbanny, &c. 


k ! LET: . 1,200 
Cartick 5. Ditto ditto ditto — — . 600 


12,225 


2,000 


1180, Augun 29. Ditto ditto ditto — — 650 


Maug 12. Ditto ditto ditto — — 4, 000 


3 


1181, Af gr. Ditto dito dito — — — 


The Zemindary Dewan acquaints che Board, that the remainder 
of this article will be accounted for by Sam Burrah, the Conſu- 
many Mohurer. 

Ordered, That he do attend with his accounts, 


4,050 


108. 


Sam Burrah attending, depoſes, That the following ſums are in- 


ſerted in his accounts, as paid from the Conſumany caſh by Jag- 
gemaut Ghoſe Podar, on account of Bowanny Meetur : 


1174, In Jeyte. Through Govindy ph by order of Raja 


Tillook Chund, — 400 
Sawem 22. Through Kiſhen Prawn, 


Jum 11. Meetur, by order ditto, — — 600. 
Aſſin to 13. Ditto, Dungaram Gopaul, ditto — 1, 00 
Ditto, ditto, Ditto, ditto, Parbanny to his ſervants, 300 


Ditto, ditto, Ditto, ditto, on account of his mother's 
funeral, ditto, — — — 1, ooo 


1175, | In this year, through Ramperſaud Mirck- 1 8 
| erjeea, his Vackeel, _ — 2,000 
1176. Ditto, ditto, Rien Doolau] Roy, — a 

OS os i Carried forward, 


37300 


29,125 


Conſultation, 
224 July, 1775, 


2,500 7 


—— — — — — 


( 260 ) 


Brought forward, 29,125 
From 26 7] By order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, on account 


ſack to 31.) of the balance due from Bowanny Meettur's 
farm, — — — 2 15,300 


Jaggurnaut Ghoſe Podar confirms the above upon oath. 
Sioca rupees 30, 425 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M DowaL L, Secretary. 


Anſwer to No. X. Particulars of Money taken by Bowanny Chnxn Meetur- 
from the Ranny, as per Account given in by her, from the Bengal Year 1174 
to 1180. — 5 1 

Conſultation, 31ſt Juhy, 1775. 1 
« The Zemindary Dewan and Roop Narrain Choudry, Carcoon, acquaints 

the Board, that the amount of the atop. &c. inſerted in this Number can- 

not be juſtly aſcertained, as it is oaly an eftimated value which has been put 


upon them, as taken from the Ranny's recollection only, there being no 


particular account of them. That as Noorhurry Doorwan is dead, the de- 
livery of ſuch of the jewels as were ſent through him to Bowanny Meetur 


cannot now be proved; but that Jaggurnaut Ghoſe, the Toſſa Connah Mo- 


hurer and Chour Sing Doorwarn are ready to give information of the de- 
livery of ſuch articles, as they were ordered to give to Bowanny Meetur.“ 
The Board obſerve from the above information, that the ſum which can- 
not be aſcertained in this Number for the deceaſe of Chour Sing Doorwan, 
amounts to — — — — — 3519 > 
Jaggurnaut Ghoſe, the Toſſah Connah Mohurer, and Chour 


Sing, the Doorwan, being called in and duly ſworn, the ne- 


ceſſary Queſtions are put to them, and they depoſe as follows: 


Jaggernaut Ghoſe's Depoſition. 


1775, Aſſen 17. That by order of the Raja Tillook Churn, 
he gave a Palanqueen to Bowanny Meetur, 


- voalued at — — — — 515 10 
Poos6. And an ink-ſtand valued at - 23 14 = 
— — 
Chour Sing's Depoſition. 


1180, In Aſſin. That he paid to Bowanny Meetur, by order 


7 Carried forward, 35,688 8 


{ 26x } 


Brought forward, 35,688 8 


of abi Ranny, who gave him the money from 


behind-the curtain, _ — 1,000 
In Maug. Ditto ditto ditto. — — 3-000 


By order of the Ranny he carried. him ſome Shauls and an 
Apult. 

10 Queſtion. What was their value ? 

« Anſwer. I don't know.“ 

The Board obſerve, that in No. X. this article is valued at 

The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that Nemay 
Meetur Bunah Duverey Mohurer and Gopaul Ghoſe Naib 
Cazancy can account for the remamder of this Number. 

Ordered, That . do attend. 


Examination of Nemay Meettur upon Oath. 


6 Queſtion. Do you know of any ſums having been paid to 
Bowannee Meetur, or on his account, from 1174 to 1180? 
„ Anſwer, The followiag ſums are inſerted in my Es 
as paid to him from the Burrah Dewrey's Caſh. 

1174, Maug 28. By order of "pt 36k Naug, — 1000 


Paid by Aſſignment on Riſhenram Poore, 30 


—— | 


1176, Jyte 28. By order of Ramhurry Nau g. — 
11 79» Aſſin 6. Ditto ditto ditto — — 2000 
© Favgun 16. Ditto ditto: ditto — — 1000 
6 Queſtion. How do you know the above ſums were paid on 
account Bowanny Meetur ? 

& Anſwer. Ramhurry Naug told me.“ 

The Board obſerve, that as Ramhurry rg Was dead, the 
payment of them cannot be aſcertained. 


8 13 -_ Ghoſe's Depot one”: 
1175, Cartick 5. That he paid to Attaram Vakeel, on account 


of Bowanny Meetur, by order of Ramhurry 
Naug, from the Bunah Dewery caſh, 500 


Jyte 18. Ditto ditto gie — — 500 


From 17 Inſerted in the treaſury as paid to 
to the 28th. I Bowanny Meetur from the Amboa 
Ranny's treaſure, —  — 100 


— — 


\ 


711 0 


Conſultation, 
5th Auguſt, 


1775 


1,500 © 


3,000 | ©, 


Conſoltatios, 


1, 100 0 


18th Auguſt, 
1775. 


Carried forward, 46,500 8. 


{ 262) 


| | Brought rund, 4 6,500 8 
Poos 24. Ditto ditto ditto, by order of 
Ramburry Naug, — _— — 2,000 © 
« Oueſtion. By whom were the above ſums of 2000 rupees 
and 10:0 rupees paid to Bowanny Meetur ? 
% Anſwer. I do not know.” | 
The ſum inſerted in No. 10, as paid in 1180, through the 
hands of Noorhurry Doorwan, cannot now be proved payment 
of, as he! Is dead, — — — — 2, oo © 


— 


Sicca en 50,500 8 


Extracted from the 3 of the Pooigeia) Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


3 D. H. N Dowarz, Secretary, 


— 


22 — — 


Anſwer to No. XI. Particulars of the Money takes by Callyperſaud Boſe, Daves 
to the Hon. Charles Stuart, Eſq; at Burdwan, 8 the means of Bridjoo 
Ki your Roy, from the Bengal Year 1175 t0 1181. 


Conſultation, 10th Tub, 1 77 5. 
: Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-keeper, upon Oath. 


Queſtion. Did you pay any ſums to Callyperſaud Boſe, or on his ac- 
count, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the year 1175 to 1181 ? 
« Anſwer. I paid the following ſums on his account: 


1175, Jyte 19. By order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from Raja Tillook 


Chund's caſh, through Govindram Podar, 1,000 

1176, Bhadoon 31. Ditto ditto ditto 800 m 
Acſſin Ditto ditto _ ditto - = 1,000 
Fevghun * Ditto ditto ditto goo 


: | r 25300 
1177, Pooſe 29. Ditto, ditto, Conſumany caſh, - £5,000 


Maug 18. Ditto ditto ditto 31890 
Ditto - Through Bobanny 1 280 
Ditto Ditto, ditto, To Gobudden Ghoſe, 200 
1178, Aſſin 30. By order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy to 8,400 
Govindram Podar from the Con- | 
ſumany caſh, - - += "2,000 
Carticx 5. Ditto, ditto, Parbonny, „ 000 
Ditto - Ditto, ditto, Bobanny Bhoſe,* - 200. 
Ditto Ditto, ditto, Gobudden Ghoſe, 200 
Chyte 26. Ditto ditto ditto ditto - 100 
= — 4,500 


9 Carried forward, 16, 200 


6: 263 


3 Ie tial and: | Brought forward, 16, 200 
5179, Sawun 24. Ditto, ditto, Monha Ghoſe, - 200 


Bhadoon 31. Ditto, ditto, Govindram Podar, - 2,000. 
Aſſin 30. Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, 23,000 
Dito Ditto, ditto, Bobanny Bhoſe, 200 
Ditto — Ditto, ditto, Gobuddur Ghoſe, - 100 
Aughun 30. Ditto, ditto, Govindram Podar, 1,000 
Byſaack 5. Ditto, ditto ditto ditto =< 1,000 

Ditto Ditto, ditto, Gobuddur Ghoſe, 100 
Ditto — Ditto, ditto, Bobanny Bhoſe, 200 
Ditto Ditto, ditto, Monhur Ghoſe, 100 
Aſſar 19. Ditto, ditto, taken by Callyperſaud. x ; 
_- Ghoſe, from Conſumany allow- _ 
ANCE, on — $5,020 
Ditto 22. Ditto, ditto, to Gobuddur Ghoſe,,, 100 


„ . fe 425 eee 0 
1179, Augun 18. Paid to him from the treaſury, amount Batta 55 
on Sun Sicca rupees, collected from the 
farmers, and not brought into the Compa- 
ny's account as formerly, an order having 
been iſſued by the Governor and Council, 
directing that. 11 and 12 Sun Siccas ſhould 
bear the ſame. value, and prohibiting the 


Batta being levied,  — — a... 
1177, Mung 19. Paid to him from the treaſury, out. of the 
N Tannah Curch allowance, „ 


Ditto, ditto, Gobuddur Ghoſe, — 30 | 
«© Oveſtion, By whoſe order did you pay the two laſt ſums ? 
« Anſwer. By Callperſaud's order, which I could not diſpute. 


Ds Us 5 Depot. ntinue | Conſultation, -. 
 Rammoo Podar's. Depoſition continued. Er 
1775. 


1179, Bhadoon 8. Paid from the treaſury to Callyperſaud Bhoſe, 
from the Ranny's allowances of 4, ooo ru- 
pees per mont. — — 15,000 
*« Oyeſtion, By what authority did you pay the above ſum ? 
* Anſwer. Cally perſaud Bhoſe produced me the Ranny's re- 
ceipt for it. 5 i | 
Afar 14. Paid him on account Surpeach, from the Con- 
ſumany caſh, by order of Bridjvo Kiſhore 
Roy, — — — 1,000. 


Carried forward, 77003 ; 


( 264 ) 


Brought forward, 47,603 
The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that Jaggurnaut 
Ghoſe, the Conſumany Podar, paid ſeveral ſums ta Callyper- . 
ſaud Bhoſe. He is therefore called in, and being duly ſworn, is 
aſked, What ſums he paid? He replies as follows: 
| Bhadoon 3. By order of the Ranny through Kiſhen Dowlaul 
Roy, I paid to Kiſperam Dos, Callyper- 
ſaud's uncle, from the privy caſn, — 5,000 
| Bhadoon 11. By order of the Ranny, through Kiſhen Dow- 
laul Ray, I carried 10,000 rupees to Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy, who directed me to pay it to 
Callyperſaud Bhoſe, which I accordingly did. 10,000 
© Queſtion, On what account were the above ſums paid ? 
5 Anſwer. I] do not know.” 
Kiſhen Doolaul Roy confirms on oath, that part of Jaggurnaue 
Gboſc's depoſition which regards him. 
| Queſtion to Kiſhen Doolaul Roy. | 
Did you give to Callyperſaud Bhoſe a pair of cold Congoe 
From the Ranny ? 5 
« Anſwer, Yes, I did; Kiſhen Prawn Meetur told the Ranny 
that Callyperſaud Bhoſe wanted a pair of Congoes for his Zerma- 
nah, and the Ranny deſired me to fie him a pair. 
Qu eſtion. What was their value? 4 
« Anfwer, Rupees 500, I paid tor mem myſelf fome time be- 
fore,” Ro | 3 3 gt 


Sat lee, 1477, Ain 6. Ram Roodur Roy being called* upon and duly 


28th Avguſt, | ſworn, is aſked, If he paid 1, ooo rupees this 
2 date to Canyperſaud Bhoſe? To which he an- 
ſwers in the affirmative, adding, that it was by _ 
order of the Amboa Ranny, — — _ 1,000 


The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that the remain- 
der of this Number will be accounted for by Nemay Mettur 
Dewery Mohurer. He is therefore called upon and being duly 
| ſworn, he is aſked, What fums were paid to Callyperſaud Bhoſe; 
to this he depoſes as follows: 
1177, in Aſſin. That Callyperſaud Bhoſe received by the order 

of Ramhurry Naug, from the Amboa Ran- 


ny's caſh, — — 2,000 
In Cheyte. Ditto ditto ditto ditto 1,998 | 
; n 5 „ | ——_— "008 
1178, in Cheyte, Ditto ditto ditto ditto — 1,551 


Carried forward, 99,452 


6 265 
Brought forward, 99,452 


1% Chen. FDitto ditto, ditto die — a,22g 
« Queſtion, How do you know that the aboye ſums were 15 5 
to Callyperſaud Bhoſe? 
6 2 n Naug old n me fo. 
Sicca rupees, 1, of, 675 
Extracted from the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan. 
(Signed) | D. H. M*eDOWAL, Secretary. 


Anſwer to No. X Il. Particulars. of Money taken by Ram. Bullub and Raw 


 Ruttun 7. agoors, Mr. Alexander's Banjos ere the means of Bridjoo 


Kiſhore Roy, in the Bengal Year 1176. 


Conſultation, 21}, July 17757 = + 
| Examination of Damoodur Doſs, Gomaſtah to the Houſe of Ae Cbund. 


ec Queſtion. Did you grant a bill on the houſe of Mooty Chund for 

rupees 5,000, between the 16th and 2oth Aſſin 1176? 

1176, Aſſin 17. Anſwer, I granted one for that ſum, e .. 0 
« Queſtion. Who paid you the money? i ne 
« Anſwer. Jaggurnaut, one of the Raja's Podars, whe defired 

me to draw the bill on Mooty Chund's houſe at Chinſurah, in fa- 

vour of Gowny Mullick Vakeel at. Caleutes, which 1 accordingly 

did. | 

% Oueſtion. On what account was this money to be paid ? 

% Anſiwer. I do not know.“ 


Examination of Juggutram Podar to the cha upon Oath. 
ce Nueſtion. Do you know of any ſums having been paid 1 
Ram Bullub and Ram Rutton Tagoors, or on their accounts, 135 
by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, in the year 1176? 3 : | 
1176, from J paid the under - mentioned ſums to Brijoo 5 
32 7 Kiſhore Roy by order of the Raja Tillook _ 
| Chund, on their accounts, from the Raja” 1 
| caſh, in gold mohurs 352, which Bridjoo 
23 8 Kiſhore Roy told me to put down to the 
names of Ram Bullub and Ram Rutton Ta- 
5 goors, _ 55 , 
om. a6.t0. 25 o the ſame accounts, ditto, ditto. = ads 575 


Mm Carried forward, 10,503 


' Conſultation, 


ak Auęuſt, 
1775. 


46 


Brought forward, 10, 50 3 
From 6 to 10 z Dito, an account of the marriage of Ram Niddy 1 


Sarvem. Tagoor's daughter, niece to Ram Bullub, 
From 24 to 1 to Mooty Chund's houſe, by order of Jug- 
31 Bhadoon. gutram Meetter, Conſumany Dewan, who 

told me to inſert it in the accounts to the 
names of Ram Bullub and Ram Rutton Ta- ; 

| goors, from the Conſumany caſh, — 2,000 

40 Oueſtion. Who got the draft for the above ſum! E 5 


cc Anſwer. ] do not know ; 1 paid the money according to 
order.“ 


From 21 9 25 Paid to Mooty Chund's houſe, ker. as above, 2. ooo 


* Queſtion. The ſame, 
3 % Anſwer. The ſame. | 
roms : - 25 Paid to Mooty Chund, &c. as above, — 
N 60 The bill heard was ſent to Calcutta,” 


210 


1,000 


. 


Sicca rupees, 93. 


Extracted from the Provincial Council of Revenue at dds. 
(Signed) D. H. 3 Secretary, 


Anſwer 40 No. XIII. Fanta of the Money 4 FR Ramburry Tagoor, 
by the Means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal Year 1179 101181. 


Conſultation, 12th Augnſt, 1778. 
Examination of Sam Burrah, C onſumany Mohurer, upon Oath, : 


Queſtion, Do you know. of ryPpees 1,000: having been paid to Ram 
Hurry Tagoor from 1179 to 1181? 
HAnſtver, It appears from my accounts that 1500 rupees was paid 
him by Laul Beharry Roy, to whom it was ſent in ſpecie from the Conſu- 
many caſh, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore. Roy. 
1179, from 11 to + Remitted in ſpecie to, 13 Beharry Roy at 
15 Sawum. Calcutta, — 


1181, Aſſim 2 5. Ditto ditto ditto 


— | =o - 500 
— —— 
Sicca rupees, 1,00 


— ; 


Extracted from the proceedings of is W Council of Revenue at 
Burdwan, 


(Signed) D. H. M. DO WAL, Secretary. 


5 Auſcver 


( 267 ) 


| fever to Article Raja Nob Kiſhen, in No. II. 
No particular account ſent. 
Conſultation, 4th September, 1775. 


The n Dewan acquaints the Board, that the amount of thiz 
article was paid by Jaggurnaut, Podar to the Conſumany. 
1176, from 26 2 Podar being in conſequence called in, 
to 31 Sawan. he depoſes upon eath, that he paid, by order 
of Tilleek Chund, to Gongram, who carried it 
to Calcutta, on account of Raja Nob Kiſhen, 
for the expence of his mother's funeral, 41550 
60 Queſtion. Do you know whether or not he received = 
money ? 
« Anſwer. On his return Gongram informed me be had paid 
it; and he is ſince dead. 5 


Sdeca rupees, oy 556 


— — 


Dm from the proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at 
Burdwan, F 
Eo (Signed) D. H. NI DOWar, Secretary. 


* „% — „ hs 


Li 8 8.4 


Hof wer to No. XIV. een of "POR taken by Coff naut «Babes. . through 
nde means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal Year 11 75 to 1181. 


Conſultation, 15th Auguſt, 1775, 


The Zemindarry Dewan acquaints the Board, that as the ſums inſerted 
in this Number were paid from the Conſuwany, Sam Burrah the Mohu- 
rer will give the account of them, Sam Burrah being in conſequence 
called before the Board, he delivered in the following account upon oath : 


1173, from the 1ſt} Sent in caſh to Gowry Mullick Vakeel in 


to the 5th Sarvem. Calcutta on account, Coſlinaut Baboo from + 
the Confumany, - — — 1,000 
1179, Ain 14th. Ditto, ditto, Laul Beharty ditto, ditto, 1,000 
1181, 'Aflin 23th, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 1,000 


1176, Servem ) Paid by Jaggurnaut Podar, to the houſe of 
26th to 3iſt. 3 Mooty Chund in Burdwan for a bill in fa- 
vour of Gowry Mullick, on account Coſſi- 
1 naut Baboo, — — 25,000 
Cartick eld to a th. Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 2,000 
Saugum 21ſt tozgth, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto 6, 120 


10, 120 
ee 


Mm 2 Carried forward, 13, 120 


(268) 


Brought forward, 13, 120 
1179, Cartick zoth. Ditto Nan Dhes houſe, Laul Beharry Roy $ 


favour, account ditto from ditto, 1000 


Conſultation, Damoodur Doſs Vakeel to the houſe of Mooty Chund being called 
th September. before the Board, and aſked, If he granted bills _e the three 
ſums ſpecified by Sam Burrah ? 5 


He replies, that he granted only two of them: viz. 


1176, 24th Cartick, one for — — 2,000 

24th Faugun, one for — — — 6, 120 

8,120 

ce Qneſtion. Do you know on whoſe account the above ſums. 
were paid ? 


« 4nſwer. No, I do not.” 


| Jaggurnaut Podar depoſes upon oath, that he paid to the houſe- 
of 4 Add Chund the three ſums mentioned by Sam Burrah. As 
Nayan Dhe's houſe has failed, the granting of the laſt bills men- 
Toned by Sam Burrah cannot be aſcertained, 


 Liera rupees: 14,120 


Enxtracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burd wan. 


(Signed) D. H. M. Dowalr, Secretary. 


Damooden Doſs declines king an oath, alledging, that it is derogatory. 
to his character as a merchant. 


—— — _ — 
. 


Anſwer to Article Canto Baboo, in No. II. 


No particular Account ſent. 


Conſultation, 4th September, 1775. 


The Zemindarry Dewan acquaints the Board, that Sam Burrah attends. 
with his accounts, to prove this article. 
1179, from the 8th By- z Being called in he depoſed, that Bridjoo 
ſaack, to 1ſt Aſſan. Kiſhore Roy paid him five 84 
rupees in Calcutta, and ordered him. 
to inſert in the accounts as received by 
Cantoo Baboo, — — 5, 


« Queſtion. Do you know if Cantoo 19 8 received. the above 
fam ?: | 


6— 


Carried forward, 55000 


(6269) 


Brought forward, 5, oo 
% Anſwer. No. I only inſerted it in the account, agreeable to 
Bridjoo Kilhore's orders, who told me, that Laul Beharry Roy had 
* the _ — 
Sicca rupees 5,000 


ww 


Haag from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan, 
9 ee D. H. MDow aur, Secretary. 


* : 
OO —„— te 


Anſwer to Article Ki jhno bee in No. 1. 
No particular Account ſent. 


Conſultations, 4th September, 1775. 


The Zemindary 3 acquaints the Board, that the Conſumany Mobi 
er. Sam Burrah, attends to prove this article. 


1179, from 8th:By- { Being called in he depoſed, that when Biidjoo 5 
ſaack to Iſt Aſlan. Kiſhore Roy was in. Calcutta, he paid to Kiſh- 
no Chatturjeah five hundred rupees, which ſum 
he ordered the deponent to inſert in the ac- 
counts accordingly, _ — — goo. 
C Queſtion. "How: do you: know chat Kiſhno Charterjeah. received 
the money ? 
* ee 1 heard! it verbally from Laul Behaery Roy Vakeel. 
| Sicca rupees 500 
Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. . 


(Signed) D. H. M.Dowal Lz Secretary. 


— ———— _ — 


Anſwer to No. XV. Particulars of 1 * by Ram Churn Roy, through: 
the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal Year 1 175 10 1180. 


Conſultation, 10th July, 1775. 


Examination of Rammoo Pogar, Provincial Caſh-keeper, . oath. 


1175, Mavg 1ioth. © Queſtion. Did you pay 170 rupees on ac- 
count Ray Churn Roy, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Ry? 170 
te Anſwer. Yes, I did pay that ſum from the Conſumany, | 
being amount balance of rents of Joor Haut farm. 
1175, Aſan 2gth, ** Queſt ion. The ſame, — | 500 


„ 


Carried forward, 670 


1 270) 


ce - Anſwer, The ſame. 


Brought forward, 67 


1178, Cheyte zoth. © ®yeſticn. The ſame — 23 
* Anſwer. The ſame, | 
1179, Sarvem 15th, © Queſtion. The ſame. — — 47 


The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that Sam Burrah is 
* with the particulars of the balance of this Number 


cas: Exantnaties of Sam Bitrab, the Conſumany Moburer, upon cath, 


N 1179, Byſaack 17. Queſtion, Do you know of 500 rupees 
having been paid e Kiſhen Prawn Meether, on account 
Ram Churn Roy, — — — — 500 
« Anſwer. Les; Jaggernaut Podar paid -that ſum to Kiſhen 
Prawn Meether on account Ram Churn Roy's farm, . order 
of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the e : | 
through Rammoo Podar. — — 81 14 
* Anſwer, The ſame to Bridjog Kiſhore Roy on account the 't 
Funeral of Ram Churn Roy's mother, 555 
Aſſin 20th. - Queftion. The ſame. — — — 1,000 
e 3 The ſame from the Conſumany. ? 
Ordered, That Jaggurnaut Podar do attend the Board, to 
aſcertain the paymeht of the three laſt ſums. 


Jaggurnaut Podar attending, depoſes, that he paid the above 
mentioned ſums to the perſons named by Sam Burrah. — 
Sicca rupees, 2,751 14 


Conſultation, 
Ich Sept. 1 775. 


— — — 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 


venue at Burdwan. 
| (Signed) D. H. M.Dowal kr, Secretary. 


( 232 ) 


wer to No. XVI. Particulars of Maney taken zy Hurry Kifono Tagcor, 
— Recher's Baxian, through the means of Bridjoo War * in ſhe Ben: 
gal year 1175. 


Conſitatin, 1075 Jah, 1727. 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſb- keeper, upen os 
11 750 from Aſſin n 4 Queſtion. Did you pay to aid Kiſhno 
161 


to ditto 29th. J Tagoor — 1000 
Aſan 7. Anſwer. I paid him chat hum, - 
Conſumany Mohurer Sam Burrah ueſtioned upon oatl. Confultatong 
Sawem 2d. ueſti:u. Do you know if there was ſent from the W 4s 
Kauſſdawn to Gowry Mullick Vakeel at Calcutta, — 1000 | 


5 „ 7 Ys .2000 
&< Anſwer, Yes, that was on account Hurry Kiſhno Tagoor. e 


| 


Sicca rupees, 2000 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowaLL, Secretary. 


— 


1 


Anſwer to Article Kam Wade Meetre in No. II. 


No particular account ſent. 
Conſultation, 4th September, 1775. i 
Examination of Rammoo Padar upon oath. EE 4 


© Queſtion. Did you pay to Ram Roodun Meettre 
500 rupees, in the 26th Aſſin, 11817 
12181, Aſſin 26th. 6 Anſuer. Yes; I paid that ſum by order of Brid- 


joo Kiltore Roy on account Parbanny from 
the Conſuman ß. — _ — 500! 


> aro ns 


Sicca rupees, 590. 


Extracted from the Proceedings of tle Provincial Council of Be- Re- 


venue at Burdwan. | K 
(Signed) D. H. MiDowar.t. * 


i 11 | Anſwer. 


q + 


627 


Anſwer to No. XVII. Particulars of the Money taken by Muckendram Byſaack, 


Mr. Graham's Caſh-keeper, through the means of Bridjoo 8 8588 R 7. from 
1175 to 1178, Bengal Stile. 


Conſultation, 10th July, 1 775. 
Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-keeper, upon oath, 


* © Queſtion. Did you pay to Muckendram 
©  Byſaack, or on his account, the ſum 
of 1,500 rupees from 1175 to 1178. 
1175, Maug roth.“ Anſwer. Yes, I did as follows by order 
of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, on account, 
Parbanny from Raja Tilloock Chund's 


_ caſh, — — 100 
4176, Alfa 25th. Ditto . ditto 100 
Cartick zoth. Ditto ditto ditto 100 
Poſs 5th. Ditto ditto ditto 100 
Aſſer 1oth. Ditto ditto ditto 100 
Cheyt zoth. Ditto ditto ditto 100 


Sicca rupees, 1, 500 


 Extrated from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowaLL. 


—— — 


| Anſwer to No. XVIII. Particulars of Money taken by Ram Ram Bhboſe, 
through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Bengal year 1175 10 
1178. ; 

Conſultation, 4th September, 1775. 


Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-keeper, upon oath, 


1175, from 26th * Queſtion. Did you pay 300 rupees to Ram Ram 
to Zoth Bhadſon. 3 Bhoſe, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy? 

** Anſwer, I paid him by order of Raja Tilluck hund. from the 
Conſumany, — — — 200 

«< Queſtion. Did you pay him nothing more? 1 

« Anſwer. No, I did not.“ 

The Zemindarry Dewan acquaints the Board, that Sam Burrah can 
inform them who paid the remainder of this article. 


8 Carried for 1 200 


( 293 -) 


= 


Brought forward, 290 
Sam Burrah being in conſequence called in, he depoſes as follows : 


From 1 1th Car- Fo Jaggurnaut Podar, the Conſumany Caſh- 
tick to 15th, keeper, Pad Ram Ram Bhoſe, . order of the 


Raja Tillook Chund, 100 
1776, from 22d Hers ditto ditto, chrough b Kiſhen Praun 
Mavg't to 25th. Meetter ditto, — — 200 


Jaggurnaut being ſummoned, confirms on oath, 
tho above Particulars. 


SICCA rupees, Leet 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowaLL. 


— —_— * 5 


—̃— 6— 


Anſwer to No. XIX. Particulars of the 1 taken by Gopey Gooptoo 
through the means of Bridjoo Kiſhore Kay, from 117 5 to 11 179, Bengal Stile. ; 


Conſultation, 10th July, 1975. 
Euum nation of Rammos Podar, Provincial Caſb-teeper, upon oath. 


« Dueſtion, Did you pay to Gopey Gooptoo, or 

on his account, the ſum of 250 rupees, from 

the year 1175 to 1179? 

1175, Cheyt sth. Anſwer, Yes, I did as follows, by order of 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, from the Conſumany. 


1176, Faugun 5th. Caſh on account, Parbonny, — — 

Ditto ditto _ ditto ditto — 30 
1197, Cheyt roth. Ditto ditto ditto ditto — 50 
1178, Cartick ↄᷣth. Ditto ditto ditto ditto — 58 


1179, Aſſin goth. Ditto ditto ditto ditto 


Sicca rupees, 230 


Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Re- 
venue at Burdwan. 


(Signed) D. H. M*DowaLL, Secretary. 


Nn Anſwer. 


( 2794. } 


Anſwer to No. XX. ons Particulars of Money remitted to Calcutta by 
oP Kiſhore Rey, from Bengal Year 1175, to 1181, 


Conſultation, 13th July, 1775. 


© The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that Sam Burrah, the 
Conſumany Mohurer attends, to give an account of the ſeveral ſums men- 
tioned in this Number, He is in conſequence called in, and he produces 
the following account particulars, which being duly ſworn to by him, and 
tranſlated by the Accountant, is entered as follows : 


1175, From 11th Aſſar to the 25th. Account Remittance to Calcutta, 
ſent through Netoy Seedar, by the hands of Atta Poyke to Gowry 
_ Mullick on account (Mocame Curch) _ 
Expences Calcutta - 150 35 
Ditto, on holding the Pooneah in lieu of a Sur- 
pau of horſe to Laula Ameed Chund Dewan 1, ooo 


2,025 


From 1ſt Cartick to 5th. Sent from the Buxey 
Dufter, through Goura Connoy, on ac- 
count expences Calcutta - =” 600 
From 21 to 25 Mavg. Sent from the Buxey 
Dufter by Puta Pike, on account, ſundry 
articles bought by the Dewan, and ſent by 
him from Calcutta = 600 
From 6 Chorte to 10. Sent through Abdul 
Reſheid, &c. attended by Ahmud Buxh 
Jemidar and Madary Hircarrah, for a Nuzzar, 
in receipt of the Royal Phirmaund < - 10,000 
From 16 Jeyte to 19. Sent through the Car- 
riage Dufter, oh account expences Calcutta 354 
From 11 Poos to 17. Sent from the Khas 
- Dan (or privy purſe). of the factory at Chin- 
ſura to Laula Ameen Chund - 10,000 
Aſſar 16. Sent from ditto to Gowry 
 Mullek - - 135, O00 
—— 26,000 
— 3,7 0 
1176, From 6th Afar to 10th. Sent from the 2 
Dufter, by the hands of Biſnah Corrah, 
&c. to Gowry Mullick, the ſum of rupees 
11,437, which when Laula Dewan went to 
Calcutta was expended through Gocul Go- 


_— 


_ Carried forward, 38,779 0 0 


„ 
Brought forwin, 
aul as follows: paid for ſundry articles, and 


38,779 


expended in Durbar Crutch - - 10,000 , 
Paid for ſundry articles, and expended on ac- 
count expences at Calcutta N — 1,437 


From 21 Sawun to 23. Sent from the Buxey 
Dufter, under charge of Bridjoo Naut Sing, 
2 by Radoo Goop, &c. Coolies belong- 

to Allam Goop Serdar, on account the 
balance of ſundry articles bought laſt year, 
by Laula Dewan when in Calcutta _ Dur- 

bar Curch —— 7,000 

Aſſin 21ſt. Remitted to the Vakeel at Cal- 
cutta, one bill on the houſe of Mooty- 
chund = = = 1,500 

Deduct on account of Callyperſaud - 

Boſe's Parbanny, inſerted in ſeparate 
account - . WS 1,000 


Rowan for Parbanny to Mutſuddies - 500 

From the 16th Cartick to 20th. Sent through _ 

Pennanund Moonſhey in rupees and gold 

mohurs, for a Nuzzar to Mr. Ruſſel < - 29 
From the 2 iſt Cartick to the 25th. Remitted by 
bill on the houſe of Mooty Chund 6,000 
Deduct on account Coſſinaut Baboo's 

wages inſerted in a ſeparate account 2, ooo 


Remains for Gocul Goſaul on account — 
articles purchaled -<- = | 4,000 
176, From 11th Agun to 15th, Ditto by ditto, dit, | 
to purchaſe cloths for a Nuzzer to the Gover- | 
nor on his leaving Bengal = — 1,350 
From 6th Poos to 1ioth. Sent through Per- 
manund Moonſhey, by the hands of Kibla 


* 
- * — 4 * 
* Ret : 6 * E. — + A —— 475 _ wW 2 5 «7 
PPP T. ——— —— tage — — —— R — — iS. 


Dowria, on account Nuzzeer to Mr. Cartier 69 
From 16th ditto to 20th. Sent in ſpecie, on ac 

count Allack Doſs Mohunt's expences — 25 
From the 1ſt Faugun to 5th. Ditto through 

Pernamund Moonſhey, on account Nuzzer, 

to Mr. Cartier Arg” - 32 
From the iſt Afar to the ach. Ditto Ditto | 

Ditto Ditto Mr, Middleton - - 47 


From 16thSawun to 18th. Expended by Bridjoo | 


N n 2 Carried forward, — | 38,779 


* 

f 
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( 276) 


Brought forward, 24, 469 38,779 0 0 


Kiſhore Roy and Prawn Kiſhore Werten in 


in Calcutta, as per account current 35118 8 


Aſſin 2d. Sent from the Khas Dawn b Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy and Sooberam Duns for Mrs. 


Cartier, Zechins 1053, or 4.738 8 


Faugun iſt. Remitted by the Khas Dawn by 

bil on the houſe of Mooty Chund, on ac- 

count of Mr. Ruſſel ' = £0,000 
Jeyte 2oth. Sent in ſpecie, from the Khaſdawn, 

by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy and Sooberam Ghoſe, 

for Mrs. Cartier - - - 4,000 
Chyt 4th, Ditto ditto ditto ditto ditto for ditto 4,000 


117, From the 1ſt Cartick to the sth. Sent in ſpecie 
to Gowry Mullick, by Gualla Barray, belonging to 


Allum Goop 


From the 6th Pooſe to the YR Sent through Catinds 


Hircarrah in on Mohurs for Nuzzer to Mr, Alex- 
. .”  Bnder = 

From 16th ditto to 20th. Sent to Gowry Mullick chro? 
Dulol Pike 


From 11th Maug to 1 5th. Sent in Pee to Gowry | 
Mullick, through Pernamund Moonſhey, for Aa 


Nuzzer to the King, gold Mohurs 101, or - 
From the 26th Faugun to zoth. Ditto ditto, by Kiſhen 
_ Hircarrah, on account a ticket in a lottery - 


11 78, From the 2 1ſt Bhadoon to 25th. Remitted to Goury 


Mullick by bill of exchange on the houſe of Nior 
Day 
From the 21ſt Aſſin to the oth Sent in ſpecie by 


Kibla Douria to F cloaths "or Mutſuddies and 


Parbann 


F rom the ch Poole: to che 30th, Sent by the Dey 


Dufter, through Guna Copnoy, on account Cal- 


cutta expences, and balance of Pouban - - 

From the 26th Faugun to 20th. Sent by an order to 
Sam Chatterjea Farmer, to pay on account Calcutta 
expences out of the rents of the Re Chakeran 
land in his farm - 


From 26th Cheite to 3 iſt. Remitted by Bridico Kiſhore 


Roy to the Vakeel by bill-on the houſe of Mooty- 
chund - — 32000 
Deduct in pat of the above bill paid to 


ee 


90,326 


45000 


28 


1,000 


1, 362 | 


300 


.2,000 


200 


1,280 


220 


O O 


O © 
O © 
O O 


O GO 


— — 


Carried forward, 32900 1,39,495 5 0 


(277) 


Brought forward, 2,000 1,30, 40 0 
Callype rſaud Boſe to purchaſe Shawls bh” — 
the Raja's Tera Comah (or wardrobe) 1, 000 
eres O00. 
From the 26th Byfaack to 31ſt, Sent in ſpecie by Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy, through 1 Burdarty, account 
Calcutta exPences and prſems to n ſer- 
vants 00 
From the iſt Afar to 5th. Remitted to Gan Mul- 
lick by bill, on the 1 of Nion Day, * account 
11 Calcutta expences - 1,000 0 o 
79, From 11th Sarwen to 15th, Sent chrough Chilan 
Pordar to Laul eher Roy, on chunt Calcutta 
expences, &c. 950 00 
Aſſin the 14th. Sent on 1 Murſuddies Parbanny 627 O 0 
Cartick the 3oth. Remitted by bill on the houſe of 
Nion Day, on account Calcutta expences 274 
On account intereſt of money barrowed of 
Raja Nundcomar Roy + - 2, 000 
| | | — 2,274 O © 
Pooſe 1ſt. Sent from the Buxey Dufter to Laul Be 5 
11 harry Roy, in ſpecie, on account Calcutta expences 500 0 Oo 
79, Cheyt 5th. Paid by Sam Caneerzen an agent Cal- 


— 99% 0a 


Cutta expences — 175 © © 
Ditto 8th. Sent by Hoory Sing Hircarrab, &c. on e 
account ditto - 100 0 0 « 
From Byſaack S th to Aſſin iſt. As e account current 
of Calcutta expences 18,980 9 6 
Ditto 22d. Sent from the Carridge Dufter by Togu | 
Roy on account Calcutta expences 500 00 ö 
1180, Bhadoon 21ſt. Remitted to Laul Beharry by bill on | 
the houſe of Mooty Chund * - 45,000 a © | 
Aſſin 2d. Sent from the Buxey Dufter, by Canes 
Connoy to Laul Beharry Roy, on account cloaths for | 
Parbonny - - i. 6407 | 
On ditto—wages to Lau] Belarry. 's Bear- ö 
ers, and on ditto Calcutta. expe — 350 | 
Cartick 8th. Remitted by Bridjoo KiſhiSre Roy to Laul | 
Beharry Roy by bill on the houſe of Mootychund + 15,000 © o- | 
Ditto ditto. Ditto through Buckt Mahl by bill on the © N 
houſe of R aja's Hurron Muhl Omad daul Chund 6,000 © 0 
Pooſe 1ſt. Remitted to Laul Beharry Ray by bull on: | 
the houſe of vn Chund T - - 20, 00 © oO 


Carried forward, 2, 54,98 14, 6. 
| ® See page 191. + Ibid, t Ibid, 


General and Council, 


( 278 ) 


Brought forward, 2,54,098 14 6 


Ditto ad. Sent by Naul Chund Nejera an allignment 
on Sam Chatterjea, on account Calcutta expences 
Faugun 2gth. Paid wages to Bearers ſent from Per- 

gunnah Balia to Laul Beharray Roy at Calcutta - 
Cheyte 18th. Sent an order on the Farmer Sam Chat- 


terjea, to pay on account Calcutta expences, out _ . 


the rents of the Raja's Chakeram lands - 

Ditto 21ſt. Remitted to Laul Beharry Roy ri 2 on 
the houſe of Mooty C hund“ - 

Ditto 28th,” Sent through Conney Buxey on account 
wages to Laul Beharry Roy's Bearers = 


Ditto 31ſt. Sent to Laul — 1 98 from the Eat 


ridge Dufter - 


Afar 20th. Sent to Laul Beuge Roy, thyoogh Hy- 

deram Mokerjeah, on account Calcutta expences 
1181, Sawun 16th. Remitted to Laul Beharry by bill on 
the houſe of Mooty 9 T 9 ſalt and . 


cutta expences 
Baudoon 1 6th. Remitted t to Laul Beharry Roy by bill 


Aſſin 25th. Sent to Laul Beharry Roy from the 1 
Duftore by Gowry Con — 


Ditto 31ſt. Sent ditto from ditto, ditto by ditto, on 
account Parbanny, &c c. - . 


350 
19 


547 


9.0 


— 


— —-—. 


Sicca rupees, 2,8 1,21 14 6 


A true copy from the Bengal enn, delivered in oy Sam Burrah 


Conſumany Mohurer. 


Burdwan, : (Signed) Wu. TavLoR, Accomptant. 
13th July, 1775, . | | | | 


The Board obſerve, on a peruſal of the above account delivered in 
by Sam Burrah, that the particulars of the. application of many of the 
charges are not ſpecified : being aſked the reaſon of this defect, he ſays, 
that "they are not inſerted in his accounts. Lolla Coſhaal Chund, 
Dewan, and Roop Narrain Chowdry, being aſked how this information is to 


be obtained, they reply that the following g perſons are acquainted with the 
circumſtances : 


Loll Beharry Roy in Celcuirs;- 


the 


Romjey Mullick, ſon of Govind Mullick, the Raja's late Vakeel in 


Callcutta, 


Heederom Mokurjea, relation of Bridjoo Kiſhore in Calcutta. 
The Board obſerve, that it will reſt at the pleaſure of the Governor 


See page 191. 
9 


on being furniched with the above information, 


eithre 


4 29") 
either to ſend the perſons. mentioned to Burdwan, or to cauſe them to be 
examined in Calcutta. 

The Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that the ſums mentioned 
in the accounts delivered in by Sam Burrah were paid. to the houſe of 
Mooty Chund, by Juggernaut Podar from the Conſumany. 

« Juggernaut Podar being in conſequence called in, he confirms the 
af ove upon oath ; and Damoodan Doſs, Gomaſtah to Mooty Chund, ac- 
knowledges that the ſeveral bills mentioned in the accounts delivered in 
by Sam Burrah, were drawn on the houſe of his principal, and duly paid+.” 
Extracted from the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue 

at Burdwan. 

(Signed) D. H. Macoowait, Secretary. 


alan to Article in No. Il. Remittance to dba * bill on the houſe 
| of Mooty Chund, 


Conſultation, 47 Septemder, I 77 * 


be Zemindary Dewan acquaints the Board, that Sam Burrah, the 
Conſumany Mohurer, is ready to anſwer to this article. Being called in, 
he depoſes, that the ſum of rupees 4, 437 4, was remitted from the Con- 
ſumany to Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy at N to procure a title for 
Kaja Fiz Chund, viz. - 


1179, Aſſan 30. Sent in ſpecie by Jaggunaut Podar, 287 4 
Ditto, ditto. By bill on Mooty Chund's houſe, 
drawn in favour of Chatterſud Mo- 
zundar, and Govendram Mozun- 
dar, at Moorſhedabad, - 4,150 © 


— 43437 4 
« Oueſtion. How do you know the above ſum was appropri | 


ated to procure a title for the Raja? | 
«* Anſwer. I inſerted it in the Chellan“ under this head, by 
order of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 5 | 


Queſtion to , the Zemindarry Dewan. 


&« Oueſtion, Was there a title procured for the Rajah about 
the above period? 

% Anſwer. A Phirmaund ive at Moorſhedabad from the 
King, for the Raja, and was ſent to Burdwan. 


| Carried forward, 4,437 4 
+ See page 191. Particular of the Remittance, 
Queſtion. 


A 280 ) 


Brought feinard 43437 4 
PR to Roop Narrain Chowary's Vakeel. 


e Nueſtion. How came the above ſum to be inſerted in the 
account of money unjuſtly taken by Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, when 
it was Paid for the Raia's Phirmaund ? 
% Anſwer. The article was taken from Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy's 
accounts, during his adminittration. — 


Sicca Repots, 4.437 + 


1 _ 


Extratted from the proceedings of the Provincial Council of 
Revenue at Burdwan. 
(Signed) D. H. M. Dowalk, Sec. 


— 
— 


Anj wer to No. XXI. Particulars of the Durbar Expences made at Burdwan 
by Bridjoo Ri More Roy, from the Bengal Year 1 175 to 1181, 


Conſultation, 15th July, 1775. 


Examination of Rammoo Podar, Provincial Caſh-kerper, upon Oath. 
% Queſtion. Did you pay to Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, on his own account, 
or by his order, 542417 : 11 rupees, from the year 1175 to 1184? 


1175, from 16 Aſ- 2. MY % gan 
; 5 * Anſwer. Tes, I did, as follows : 


From the Conſumany caſh, by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore . 
through Gowry Mulluck, on account —— to Mr. Becher's 


ſervants. * 600 
1175, from 26 Bho- ; * "Fad | 
1 or 1 Ditto, ditto, To a black Writer, 80 

From 21 
Maug tog. ? Ditto Ditto Ditto, | too 
Te _ 3 Ditto Ditto Ditto, 5 50 
Ditto. Ditto, ditto, ditto, To So- 


hadeh Rhoſe Conſumany 
Mhorer, through Meekin- 
dram Byſaack, on account of | 
Rool Lad Ketcher expences, 6, 791 11 
1176, from 6 Aſſen ) From the Conſumany caſh, 
to 10. 3 by order of Bridjoo Kiſhore 
Roy, through Mukindram 


6 Carried forward, 7,591 11 


1281) 


. 8 Brought forward, 7,591 11 

. | | Byſaak, to Schadel Bhoſe, 
3 account Bootad, - 3776 © 

From 26 Aſ- } Ditto, ditto, To Ram Rullub 

ſon to 32. Tagoor, on account of Mr. 


Alexander's ſervants - #750 © 
From 26 8 Ditto, ditto, To Muddun Ba- 
gun to 29. boo, for a black writer, 100 0 
Fer rom 26 By- Ditto, ditto, To Inggool Muc- 
ſaak to 31. 5 2 on account of Par- 


banny, | -” — ow 0 


1177, from 26 Bha- Ditto, ditto, Paid to the houſe | 
doon to 31. 1 of Mooty Chund, for a bill in 

favour of Govry Mulluck, Cal- 

cutta, on account a horſe to 

Mr. Ruſſell, on the occaſion 


of the Pooneah, 5 — | 1000 
From 26 Fau- 3 . | 
gun to 29. : D ditto, To a black writer, a 100 


1178, From 26 Ditto, ditto, To Kiſhen Churn Mutta, 
Cheyt to 30. } through his Podar Dumoo Daſs, 


1, 100 0 


1,000 © 


e, the Conſumany ' caſh, by order 


of Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, on account of 
the funeral of Ram Kiſhore Roy, 150 
15 Bhaden 21. Ditto, ditto, To Mr. Sprott, through 


to 26 


Collyperſaud Bhoſe, - 350 
Aſſin 15. Ditto, ditto, To Kiſhen Sun Meetur, 1 1,000 
In Aſlan. Ditto, ditto, To Mr. Marriot, ac. | 


count, through Perſaud Bhoſee, 6,000 , 
7,500 ® 


> _——_e 


1180, Bhadoon 31. Ditto, ditto, To Kiſhen Perſaud 


Muckeejea, "Bo. ©.» S500; 


Aſſin 8. Ditto, ditto, ditto, - 5,000 
| Ditto, ditto, Muckujea bbs, 200 
From 23 Car- Oh 

e Ibis. ditto, ditto, ditto. = . 2,500 
Augum 29. Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, - 2, 500 
Maug 12. Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, - + 7 

FOR m—— 20,200 0 
1181, Aſſin 26. Diete ditto, FREY ditto, — - 4,000. 
Ditto 31. IR II ditto, _ PEEL Em 

i O oO Carried forward, 4,200 42,217 11 


* 
* 
— — e : : Sow , 
- 7 * *Y : _ 64 oy > 
_ —— 5. "0 —— U z 5 — 95 IR hen, ooo 22 R * 


( 282 1 
Prougbt forward, 4, 200 44,217 11 
Poos 4. Ditto, ditto, ditto, -” 8800 


12,200 O 
NS wt 


Sicca Rupees 54,417 11 


Extrated fro the tholtediligs of the Piovincilt Council of Re- 
venue of Burdwan. 


D. H. ö. 


Aꝛſu er io No. XXII. - Pariteulsrs 7 the Durbar Ex ences made at 8 


for ſo much Javed ont of the. Expences, from the Poolbundy, Buxey Dufter, or 
7. annadars, Sc. Jin nce the Bengal Year 11 79 tO1 * I. 


Canal, I 340 July, 1 77 . 
Examination of Rm" Podar, Provincial Cafh- keeper, upon Oath. 


288 1004 


1179, Sancum 9. Queſtion. Did you pa) to Callyper- TA 
ſaud Bhoſe,'. - 300 
2 Anſwer I paid that ſum to Minbir Ghoſe, on 
account his father's funeral, by orgex, of my 


Kiſhore Roy, tro the, Jumm [ | 
Rhadoon 4s. 70m Hil F 19 6 . 914 00 
Anſiwer. He took that ſum be el 23 the 

Tanna Guch 


Augun 18.“ Queſtion... The "fame. - - 2,081 
+ Anſwer. The fame. : 
Maug. 4. .. © Queſtions, The 7 19 99 130 
" Aſus The Bowanne Chum Chum account 
Ponbon : | 
Maug 20. 500 Set on. 'T be e. 1, 00 
* Anſwer. To Callyperſaud Bhoſe, from the 
 Jummah Curch. 
Sawun 29. ine, Did you Pay to  Bridjoo Ds 
Kiſhore R OY = 1,000 
« Anſwer. Yes, 1 did f 22 5 Tenna Crutch. 12 
Augun 20. Queſtion. The ſame, - = 1, 000 
— 7.612 0 
« Anſiver. The lame. 3 
Rs 22 By what authority did you pay the above 
ums? 
66 Anſwer. To Cally gerfaud Bhoſe, by his. own order, 
and to Bridjoo Kiſhore oy, agreeably to cuſtom. | 


«. 


3 85 „„ Carried forward, 7,612 


283) 


- | Brought forward. 7-012 0 
1180, Jyte 15. “ Oveſtion. Did you pay any ſum from the 
Provincial Caſh to Kiſno Perſau Muckerjea 


cc A I paid bis Podar as follows; from the, Pool- | 
bundy fund, on. account. Coar Connah expences, &c. on | | 
the above date, - „ 10,000 0 ls 
Afar 20. . Ditto . 7 12,000 © 
Sawun 2. - - Ditto . 12,000 0 | 
5 | — rp 25,098 4 
Aſſar 15. To Ramtoodet Meetur, ditto Ro oe 201 12 


Mr. Roſewell puts the following two Queſtions to Rammoo Podar, 


« Queſtion. How do you know the above ſums were paid for 
| Caar Commah expences ? 5 

« Anſwer. Kiſno Perſaud Mukerjea told me ſo. 

« Queſtion. When did*hetellfyou? | 

”= 3 After payment of the * 


7 be Board 4 . bim as follows: ; 


IH 


« Oveſtion. In what month was the above information given 
you? 7 
ce 3 In Faugun 1181, 1 wad the particulars. 
« 9yeſtion. At the ſame time you paid the firſt ſum of rupees 
10, ooo, was you told for what purpoſe it was diſburſed'? 
©« Anſwer. I aſked Kiſnoperſaud Muckerjea, and he laid. i 
was > Coar Connah, &c. expences. 


Ram del Roy, Buug, examined upon oath, Conſultation, 
Zul July, 1775. 
« Queſtion. Was you Buxey in the years 1179 and 1180 ? 1 
”" a Yes, 1 was. NY 1. 
Sawun 25th. © Jueſtion. Did you pay to any one from the 
: Baue Dufter, er Hier! alldwahces * 5 1 1893 
“ Anſwer. Yes, I did, to Call Nene Bhoſe, 9 
from the Buxey Dufter allowanc | 
« Queſtion. Why did you pay him that ſum,? - 
« Anſwer, He confined me and m "officers for 
ſeven days, till I ſatisfied him. | 
« Oueſtion. Nt you Gr to the reſident? > 


2 nfo. 


O O 2 Carried forward, 


= Fas © o 


—— 8 — — ” 


- — — — 3 


: 
— — — 
-__ wel! - 


L 
« 
. . — * 8 -Y wy 1 . = 
—_— : — . . 2 , _— = - * 9 r 5 4 
Ga. a rn i yn CE f cnt; n bl” on — 4 G r — 8 — 
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| Brought forward, 
Avghum 6th. Queſtion. Did you pay <- = 
&« Anſwer, Yes, 1 did. to e 
ſaud Bhoſe on the ſame account, 
bur I was not then in confinement, 


Ditto 28th. Queſtion. Did you pay — 


«© Anſwer. Yes, as above. 
« Queſtion. The lame, - „ 
« Anſwer. The ſame, 

Byſaak 25th. ** Queſtion, The e 


Anſwer. The ſame yeug balance of Jummah 


— 


Curch 313 
By order of Callyperſaud Bhoſe. to a | 
Brahmin. Lo. 


Rupees 2 


Jeyte 22d. Queſtion, The ſame. 2 IP 
« Anſwer. This ſum was expended at the Ramna 
(a park) on repairs of a Bungalow, &c. Mr. 


Stuart ordered Callyperſaud Bhoſe ro pay me 

the amount, but he did not do it, and made 

me inſert it as paid from the Jummah Curch. 

Sawun 29tb. . Queſtion. The ſame. _ 
« Anſwer. To Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, through Ro- 

gooram Roy, from the Jummah Curch. 

Poos 21ſt. Queſtion. Did you pay - - 

« Anſwer. Yes I did to Rogooram Roy on ac- 


count Bridjoo. Kiſhore Roy from the Jummah 


Curch. 

Maug 12th. * 2yeſtion.. Did you pay ORE 
Anſtwer. The ſame. © 

Ditto 22d. Queſtion. The ſame. = 


6 Anſwer. To Gowry Naug. the Buxey Dufter f 


Carcoon as a Nuzzar. 


Faugun 11th.. “ Que. Did you pay 5 
« Anſwer. To Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy. 


Cheyt 13th. © Queſtion. The ſame. „„ 
1 Anſwer. The ſame. | 


1,893 
2,000 


600 


1 


357811 


1,144 


50 


ᷓNueſtion. How do you Know that Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy re- 


ceived the ſums inſerted as above, as paid to him? 


« Anſwer, I aſked him if he had received them? and he 


told me he had. 


| « Queſtion, Why did you pay that money to him? : 
II | Carried forward, 


LS — 


10,088 


— 


735500 


( 285) 
Brought forward, 43,000 
76 Anſwer. Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy ſaid to me, you paid ſuch and gs 
ſuch ſums to Callyperſaud Bhoſe, you mult pay me ome: 
thing alſo. | | 
60 Nueſtion. Had you any order from Mr. Stuart, or the 
head Buxey, for difburfing the money you have inſerted as. 
paid to Callypc:ſaud Bhoſe ? 
“ Anſwer, No, I had not. | 
« Queſtion. Then how come you to be ſo laviſh of the pub- 
lic money, which was entruſted to your charge? 
« Anſwer. Callyperſaud Bhoſe treated me very ill, and I. 
was compelled to ſatisfy him; with reſpect to Bridjoo Ki- 
ſhore Roy, I have already anſwered. 
C Qusſtion. Why did not you complain. to Mr. Stuart of this 
ill- treatment? 
% Auſwer, I could not get acceſs to Mr. Stuart. 
The Board obſerve, there are two ſums inſerted in this No. 
XXII. under date the 28th Maug, 1180, and 25th 
Aughum, 1181, of rupees 1000 each, as paid by Ram | 
Del Roy Dences. The Zemindary Dewan being aſked;, l- 
where they are to be found, he ſays, That Rammoo. | | 
Podar can give an account of tem. | 5 
Rammoo Podar, being in conſequence called before the 
Board, he is queſtioned as follows upon oath : _ 
1180, Maug 28. Queſtion. Did you pay 1,000- 
% Anſwer. Yes, I did, to Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy from 
the Tommah Curch agreeably to cuſtom. 
Aughun 25th, © Queſtion. The ſame, — = 1,000 


« Anſwer. The ſame. 2 
| | Yieca Rupees 5 45.00 


* 


Extracted from the proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at. 


Burdwan. 
(Signed) D. H. M. DO WAL. 
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Anſwer to No. XXIII. Memorandum 4 the Salt ContraBs of Mundle Gant. 


Conſultation, 224 Auguſt, 1775. 


4 The Zemindary Dewan, and Roop Narrain Chowdry Carcoon; acquaint: 
the Board, that there is only one article | in this Number which requires. 
Proof, 


n — = — = — 8 — - 8 = ” — 
* 3s 2 af. £ SG: * 5 
** * 2 L 2 8 
. 5 * 0 FS) e oe % OE, EE 
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683860 


roof, viz. The clandeſtine; ce of Maunds 14,023 33 8 falt made by 
Bridjoo Kiſ 10re Roy, 'the other articles being publicly known, and 4 — 
in the Honourable Comp any's Accounts. "That the perſon who bought 
the ſalt is now attending, and ready to anſwer any queſtions the, Board 
may be pleaſed to put to him.— The perſon mentioned by the Dewan, and 
Correo being called i In, and duly ſworn, is interrogated as Wem 17 
« QNQueſtion. What is your name? 
« Anſwer, Ram Punah Munny. 
0 Queſtion. What! is your occupation : 2 
« Anſwer, lama merchant, 
66 Queſtion. Did you. purchaſe | any ſalt from Bridjoo, Kiſhore Roy i in, the 
Bengal Year” 1179. 
1180. Byſaak, or Jeyte. “ Anfwer. In Byſaack i in Je te 1180, Bridjoo Kiſhore 
Roy ſent for me, and told me he had Tome ſa t in mundlegaut, which 
he deſired 1 would buy at rupees 166 8 per 100 maunds. This I con- 


ſented to, and pou for Munde 14702 3,33 20 that 7865 which amounted 


to = | 237349 
« Queſtion. Whoſe  propert 77 was the above alt! ? 


« Anſwer. I. houg ht it Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, but 0 not. 
know what ſalt 1 it 80. 

« Queſtion, Where did you ell it? 

« Anſwer. I fold it by fetail to the Pycars, at Guttaul, and 
another 1 in a Mundle s Haut. 

&« Queſtion. Pid you pay any duties « on the ſalt? 

„% Anſwer, 1 paid 15 rupees, per 100 maunꝗs on that account, 
which was in cluded, in 100 above- mentioned Tum, and 1 
was to have Pd 15 rupees more on receipt of the Rowan- 
nah“, which, however, I never received, and therefore 
did not pay the extra 15 rupees. 

« Queſtion. Were the Company's duties paid? 

3 Anſwer. I do not know. 
Sage "Di you know whether or not the above ſalt was 
ed 

* Adr. I do not know. A deed of ſale paſſed on the oc- 
caſion, b but {fog pot remember its contents. 


* 


Queſtion ty Mr. N dee 


« Queſtion, Why did not you demand the Rowanna from 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Boy. after you. had paid one half of the 
unn 

Mr. Higginſon has no other objection to putting the above 


"Sag? Os, 


* 
1 


. Paſſport. 


Carried forward, 223,349 


( 27) 


Brought forward, 23,349 


queſtion, but that the perſon, under examination is a private 
merchant, and the anſwer to it may make againſt himſelf, 
as he is upon oath, 

Mr. Roſewell remarks, the perſon now before us comes vo- 
luntary to give his evidence, and ie may anſwer any queſ- 
tion put to him or not, as he pleaſes; and, further, Mr. 
Roſewell adds, that it is an error on the right fide (if it is 

one at all), by doing too much, rather than too little, in 
0 ordet to. authenticate all matters of inquiry that are referred; 
to them by the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council. The Chief underſtaiids, the ſenſe of the inquiry 
2 referred to this Board, relative to Bridjoo Kiſhore's ſale of 
ſalt to be confined to the proof of his having ſold the ſpe-- 
cified quantity; to; Ram Pana Munny, and that Bridzoo- 

| Kiſhore, will afterwards be called upon by government, to 
Prove his property with reſpect to the perſon under exa- 
mination, he being a private merchant, and not in the em- 
ploy of the Honoutable the Company; any queſtion that 
may lead to his own, condemnation, the Chief eems incon- 
ſiſtent with the rules of © 59.8 


Anſwer to Mr. Rejewell's dune. 


40 An eber. By our a gteement I was to Pay I rupees more for 
the ole beg in caſe it ſhould be 8 but as it was 
not wanted, [ did not pay the I 15 rupees. 


R % * Fu 


Sicca Rupees EE 23,349 


1160 110 9 


| Exctafied Bom the proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue 
(Signed) D. H. M.DO WAI. 


e > 
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Extract of Fart William Revenue Conſultations, 37 
October, 175. 


The Secretary lays before the Board, the opinion of the Company's 
Counſel upon the charge of the Ranny of Burdwan, againſt different perſons 

for monies received by them; the proceedings and papers upon which ſubject 
_ were tranſmitted the Attorney for that purpoſe, the 14th of March, wich 
directions to take the opinion of Counſel how to ü in e the 
ſums that might be due to the Company. 

% have peruſed and conſidered the ſeveral proceedings and papers with- 
in referred to, and am of opinion, that upon the general principle men- 
tioned in my opinion on that caſe, relative to the tranſaction between the 
Munny Begum and Mr. Haſtings, the then Governor, the monies received by 
the different .perſons, ſervants of the Company, mentioned in the Ranny's 
Charge, for the public ſervices performed, or to be performed, by them, in 
virtue of the influence and power arifing from their public ſtations, do of 
right belong to the Company. But in this I mean to be underſtood with ſome 
reſtriction, viz. that as the Ranny's charge conſiſts, in a great meaſure, of 
an accuſation againſt Bridjoo Kiſhore, her then ſervant, partly of his having 
diſſipated her monies in obtaining prefermeat for himſelf without her con- 
ſent or knowledge, and partly of his having connived at the embezzlement 
and miſapplication of them, I think the monies falling under either of theſe 
deſcriptions are recoverable by her only; both ſhe and the Company may, 

I think, file bills of diſcovery, for recovery of their reſpective right in 
the premiſes, againſt the ſeveral perſons on whom they have claim, thereby 
obliging them to ſet forth upon oath all the particulars of theſe tranſ- 
actions; but in reſpect to the Company, 1 ſhould think it adviſeable, for 
the reaſon given in my opinion above referred to, to wait the directions of 
the Court of Directors, as to ſuch meaſures as they may, think proper, in 


a caſe ſo circumſtanced, to purſue, Lk in the mean time to give the matter 
A thorough inveſtigation. 


Calcutta, gth Oct. 1775. (Signed) Tno* Flies. 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor and Council in 
_ Bengal, in their Revenue Department, the 7th April, 
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T m Kiſhen, 
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| „eld YM 2 

W Done „ 

E A the following tranſlation of the original letter 
delivered on the uſt April, 1775. WW! 


- 
* 


from R 


Nu the Governor General, and the other Gentlemen of the Council, 
* In conſequence of the oppreſions I had ſuffered, I left Rumagore and 


came down to Calcutta, to ſeek an opportunity of obtaining the happineſs 


of an interview with the gentlemen. in Council; that I might, under that 
advantage, ſet forth the miſerable ſituation of the country, and the em- 
bezzlements which have been committed for theſe ſome years back by 
Engliſh Gentlemen through their Mutſuddies; but as my ill- fate made me 
deſpond of ſucceeding in that attempt, I concluded that my ſtaying in 


Calcutta was not agreeable, and therefore retired dejected to Roenagur, 


The following are the circumſtances, Gentlemen, that I have to re- 


preſent: Beſides the ſums that were unjuſtly exacted from my Zemindary, 
I fold jewels from my houſe, together with the religious ornaments, &c. 
of the family idols, and took up loans from merchants to pay the revenues ; 


bur theſe ſums were not received by Government, but were diſſipated. in 


another manner, and a balance now ſtands againſt me in conſequence, 
« An account of what I have above alluded to, is ſent accompanying, 


and will, I hope, fall under your notice. I am hopeful, alſo, that you will 


be pleaſed to order me into your preſence, that I may prove, before you, 
the embezzlements ſtated in this account, under the head of money, as well 
as thoſe committed by different people, under the name of farmers. If the 
deputed in the country to aſcertain them, and the matter will then be prov- 
ed beyond a diſpute, : pan and 

% Delail Roy, a weak man, and one utterly unacquainted with the na- 
ture of the revenue buſineſs, having formed a connexion with Prawn Boſe, 


5 »Otherwiſe called Raujeſhahy, Hor Raja Shay. Vide page 61. 


P one 


N 
5 
| 
1 
f 


Coun. Rev. 


| fol. 260. 


count, will meet with your approbatien, that 
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one of my inferior ſervants, who is accountable to me for conſiderable ſums, 
became farmer, and has, in that capacity, ruined the face of the count 
and forced the Ryots to abſcond, as is evinced by the many thouſands of 
them who are now in Calcutta complaining againſt him. L pray, 
that this perſon may be removed, and that ſome other be appointed in his 
room, with whoſe joint aid I may be able to frame a ſettlement adapted to 
the benefit of the country, and through whom I may pay the revenue, I 
am nagen! that the ſeveral requeſts IL have page e in the agcompanying ae. 
may, by your ounty, eat 
my bread in content of mind, and in conſtant prayer for a long continuance 
of bfe to you, attended with increaſe of rank and fortune.” 


lodotſement. 


Rajah Ram Kiſhen put his ſeal to Rajah Ram Kiſhen wrote this letter, 
the cover of this letter, in my pre- and affixed his ſeal to the cover of 


tence, as witneſs 80 lea, it before me, 
at ang ace 225 Ron Cuuxbzx Sane, 
[The ſeal of}. | Traute J e 
5 one . HALMERS, | 
{xm . LE ng N ace Trondatar to the Khalſa. 


Read the tollowing letter from Rajah Ram Kiten. | bone 


To the Honourable Warren Haltings, Eſq Preſident and Governor, 6. Coon 
"af of Reveoue Y For earn 7 not 


* Honourable Sir and Sim 15461] 
la conformity ta the orders of 3 am now a in Calcutta, 


and haue already given ia my complaint. ee dope char vou wink be 
iteration, 


Pleafech to take thr ſame inte con 
Culeuna, 7th April, 1775+ | THF BI9W 1 lam. Nc. 


Re of F ort Willam Revenues Gln. I 15 April, 


1775s | 


Read the falawiug Patizion and Account accompauying from the Ze- 
minder of Radſhaby. 


To. the Honourable the Council of Rena of Fort William. 
The humble Petition of the Zemindar of Radſhahy, 


SHEWETH, 


„ That the books and papers of your Petitioner's Zemindary are carried 
under — to Motyjil, by order of the Durbar there, which, unleſs they 


are 


( age ) 


dre brought here, your Petitioner will not be able to ſapport and ptoperly ex- 
plain the aſſertions adyanced on account of the embezzlement already given in. 

„That the Bengal year 1181 is elapſed, and the Bengal year 1182 com- 
menced the 11th April 1775; the revenue of the new year your Petitioner re- 
queſts may not be demanded in paft of the former year before the ſettlement 
is made. 3 Pn oe SA ene een | 


« Your Petitioner further requeſts, that this honourable Board will dif 


patch the Ryotts of your Petitidnet's Zemindary, who are detained here in 
order for being redreſſed for the injuries done them by Delail Roy, under- 
colle&or of revenues, by whoſe cruelties the whole of your Petitioner's 
Zemindary is in a deplorable ſituation, Wherefore he moſt humbly prays 


this honburable Board wHl catife the ſaid Dtlail Roy to be removed, and order 


another in the room; and your Petitioner will ever pray, _ 
. 1 Rajan RAK ISEN. | Seal. | 


The Tranſlation if the . Paper, N® 1 and 2, of the Monty extoried | 
e | | | 


From the Perguinad Radjhaky by the following Preſons, viz. © 

| Received by Cantos Babooꝰ from Pergunnah Radſhahy, &. 

In year 1179 Ready Money, — — , 40,452 

Dito 1 19 125 Yo. from the mohth i 

of Byſack to Jact, — — |. — 20, 3 

Ditto by ditto from Baharbunder, (c/n. 

In year 1179, Ready Maney, — — 2,432 6 

Ditto 1180 dittos— — 27,727 

Ditto 1181 ä ditto —— — 9.544 ine 
T7 — — 644 


Ditto by Santaram Singee+ from Pergunnah Radſhahy, 
In year 1179, Ready Money  — — 75,000 
Ditto ditto through Muzcoory — — 36, doo 


TOTS OG 95558 80, ooo 

Ditto 1180, Ready Money, — — 20ð0, oco 

Ditto ditto ditto— — — 1,00,000 . 
8 e — , 20, ooo 


JFF 8 2, oo, ooo 
Ditto by Bobanny Mittre ꝓ from Radſhahy, c. 
In year 1179, Ready Money, «w — 1,00,000 

Ditto ditto ditts = — 1 


” | — 1, 13,000 


$ Rupees 4,40,001 
The Governor's Banian. F N. Middleton's Banian, 
4 Mr. Graham's Banian. 9 About 30, ooo l. Sterling. 


Pp 2 


Fol. 261. 


7— CEE —— —— —_— —— TT 


Fol. 262. 
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NV. B. The above ſums were received through the hands of RY: 955 


Mooraly Podars, Nundekiſſore, and Bory Kits, Sircars, &c. 


Governor General. © 1 þtopoſe that Rajah Ramkiſſen be called ee to 
deliver in a liſt, or account, of the books and papers ne wants. e 
Agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 


Extract of FE Proceedings of _ Ge wil Cheb 2 


their Revenue Department, the 28th April, 1 775˙ 


Read the following tranſlation of a letter from Maha Ranny Bonanny'. 85 


7 ranſtation of a Letter from Maba Ranny Bowanny. 
I have already reſpectfully repreſented my diſtreſſed ſituation, as well 


as the miſerable ſtate the country is reduced to, from the undue demands 


and the exaction of Mathoote, &c. made by the farmers, which tend to the 


annihilating of my Zemindary; as juſtice has not yet been rendered me; 


and the country is ſuffering prejudice daily from the oppreſſions of Delail 
Roy, the farmer, as will * from the clamours of the Ryotts, who are 


now in Calcutta complaining; and as the feaſon for cultivation is elapſing; 


I have ſent down my ſon, Rahch Ramkiſſen, who is the ſoul of N 


and the channel by which I ſpeak, to obtain the happineſs of a meeting 


with the Gentlemen in Council; that having laid before them the miſery- 
I labour under, he may be honoured with redreſs, and get ſome perſon: of 


honeſty appointed farmer in the room of Pelail Roy, who would join his 
endeavours with my people, to bring the country into an improved ſtate, 
and to pay Government N Let whatever the 5 8 ſets forth be 
conſidered as coming from * 


£ I F * . 
* 1 ine 429 £ * 


Maha Rannee Bowannee's Signature. 


A true Tranſlation, 
; „ (Signed) WX. CHALMERS, 
Written on the Cover. This Seal (the Seal on the Cover) WAS: 
- | | affixed in zbe Preſence: of me, Cr % 


Ram Go Abl. 
NARAYIN ee 


Ditto. Ditto. | 
RAM RAM PA ul. 
Ditto. Ditto. 


5 SkREE RAM CunT Dass. 
* The Ranny of Radſhahy. 4 T4019 | D947 
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General Clavering, © The Ranny having acknowledged Ram Kiſhen for 
her adopted ſon, and he having before applied to us by his letter, entered 
in conſultation the 1ſt April, informing the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, that ſums to a very great amount had been oppreſſively and unjuſtly 
taken from the Zemindary; which ſums, inſtead of being appropriated” to 
the paying the balances due from the Zemindary, had been embezzled 
and applicd to private purpoſes; and the Rajah having offered to prove the 
allegations of his petition before this Board, if the books and papers be- 
longing to his Zemindary, which, he fays, have been carried under a guard 
to Mootcygill, were delivered to him; I move that all theſe papers be now 
delivered to him, or to ſuch perſons as he ſhall appoint; and that an order 
be ſent to the Provincial Council of Moorſhedabad for that purpoſe.” 
Governor General. ! deſire that the Secretary will inform the Board, 
whether he delivered, or cauſed to be delivered, to the Rajah the order of 
the Board of the 14th Inſtant. SR ne I aro tm done 6 

The Secretary informs the Board, that he ſent a meſſage to the Rajah,, 
deſiring him to depute a Vakeel * to him to receive the Board's inſtructions; 
and on the Vakeel's waiting on him, he directed the Vakeel to inform his. 
maſter of the Board's orders, and has ſince received no anſwer thereto. _ 

Mr. Francis. The Ranny's letter, read this day, puts it out of all 
doubt that Rajah Ram Kiſhen is her adopted ſon and authoriſed repreſent- 
ative. I think the whole of the papers belonging to the Zemindary, and 
now at Moteygill, ought to be delivered to him.“ 5 
Mr. Barwell, ** I think the Rajah ſhould have what papers he requires, 
excepting thoſe which relate to the farm, or can any way interfere with the 
revenue. I ſhould ſuppoſe the Rajah's ſervants mult have all the Zemindary, 
papers in their poſſeſſion, and that the want of papers, was only a pretext to 
decline the proſecution of the allegations he has made. The ſame papers 
that would have furniſhed him with thoſe allegations, cap likewiſe furnifſi 
him with the proofs. His object ſeems to me to be to obtain, by any 
means, the management of the revenue, and to procure the ejection of De- 
Jail, Roy. From the manner in which he has proceeded in this buſineſs, I 
apprehend, he will neglect no means that may inſure him ſucceſs. The 
charge of malverſations in his firſt petition, is confined wholly to Delail 
Roy, and the arguments in it entirely calculated to deprive that mam of the 
management of the Zemindary ; theſe have failed, he ſeems now to have 
adopted another mode of proceeding z whether that will prove more pro- 
motive of the end, can only be determined by the ſequel, I have no ob- 
| jection to the gentlemen of Moorſhedabad being written to, to deliver any 

papers of which the Rajah may give a liſt. A general order for all papers 
may impede the collections to be made by the farmers.” 5 5 

The Hon. Mr. Monſon. From the letter now before the Board of the 

Ranny of Radſhahy, I underſtand ſhe has authoriſed the perſon called Rajah 

Ram Kiſſen to be her repreſentative; and as he requires certain books and 
accounts in order to make good the allegations ſet forth in a petition pre- 
* An Agent. 8 
ſented 


—: vPPe)ͥe)Ü]?1ÜZj r ·˙ p 
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ſented to this Board on the iſt April; J am of opinion that they ſhould be 
given him, or any other perſon he may depute. 1 am not in the leaſt ſur- 
priſed that Rajah Ram Kiſſen ſhould wiſh to recover his Zemindary from 
the hands of the preſent renter, who holds it at an annual rent of ſeveral 
lacks of rupees leſs than when the Ranny was diſpoſſeſſed of it: terms ſo 


_ advantageous to the preſent renter muſt, I ſuppoſe, be allowed from good 
cauſes, I make no doubt the Ranny would have paid the preſent rent if 


ſhe had been permitted to remain in poſſeſſion of her Zemindary; but the 


exorbitant increwe that was demanded of her by the Committee of Circuit, 


made it impoſſible for her to fulfil her engagements with Government, and 


was made the ſubſequent pretence of diſpoſſeſſing her of her ancient rights, 


in order to introduce the preſent renter, who was an old ſervant to the fa- 
mily, as I have underſtood, and had the management of the country when 
it fell ſo much in arrears to Government.” * 

Governor general. 1 qe to the queſtion, becauſe I don't know what 
books and papers Ram Kiſſen wants. The Board thought it neceſſary when 
he made this requiſition, to deſire that he would ſpecify them; he has not 


thought proper to comply with their orders, and I preſume there can be no 


more reaſon now, but rather leſs, to comply with his demands than at the 
time when it was made; I have no objection, however, to his being allowed 
ſuch books and accounts as he may require, whether thoſe belonging to the 
family, or to the collection, provided the buſineſs of the collections ſhall 


not be impeded by it. | ſay nothing to the authority of the letter, as that is 


not a queſtion before the Board.“ 


The majority of the Board being for the motion, agreed in conſequence, 
that the Provincial Council of Moorſhedabad be written to as follows: 


To Mr. Edward Baber, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at 
 Moorſhedabad, 
4 GENTLEMEN, 

« The Ranny of Radſhahy having made an application through Rajah 
Ram Kiſſen to receive the papers and books of accounts belonging to her 
Zemindary, we direct you to deliver them to Ratncaunt Bhaduree and 
and Funke Baugchee, Mohrirs, taking a liſt and regular receipt for all pa- 
pers ſo delivered.” Ok . 

Ordered, That the Secretary do acquaint the Rajah accordingly. 


Exiract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, dated 
12th May, 1775, 
The Rajah Ram Kiſſen being called in, and ſhewn the Perfian petition 


delivered in the laſt Council day, and queſtioned if it is his ſeal. 
He anſwers, -Yes. 


8 Rajah 
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Rajah Ram Kiſſen delivers in the following petition and incloſures : 


a, | the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Preſident and Governor general. Sa. 


5 CAGE Supreme Council of Revenue. 
C Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


In the year 1179 I took the Pergunnah of Radſhahy, &c. in farm from: 


the Company, and diſcharged the revenues of the firſt year. At the con- 


cluſion of the year, I, with difficulty, by the ſale of my goods, and raking 


up money upon intereſt, raiſed the ſtipulated amount. The officers on the 
part of the Company, with great injuſtice, did not bring to account the 


whole of this amount, paid by me, and there was in conſequence a nett 


balance declared to be due from me of rupees 2, oo, ooo *. — I was then 


turned out of the farm, and it was given to Delail Roy, at the rent of 
rupees 23, og, ooo f. The conduct ot Delail Roy has been fa oppreffive in 
the management of the farm, that there are now at the Prefdency five 


hundred of the principal Ryots with complaints againſt him. The Ryots 
have no other intereſt in the continuance or removal of thoſe who are ſer 
over them, than as they find themſelves leniently or oppreffively treated. — 


The difficulties and expences, to plain unlettered men, attending an appeal 


to the ſuperior Members of Goverament, is an inducement to them to bear, 


when it is not exceſſive, even ſome degree of oppreſſion. The oppreſſions 


committed upon the body and inferior part of the people, more particularly 
cry out far the attention of Government; they may be ſaid to cruſh the 
very ſeeds of fertihty and proſperity in the country, and they diſcover, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, the deliberate and ſtudied rapaciouſneſs of the op- 


preſſor, whg can travel through every village and hamlet, collecting, with 


patient cruelty, the ſcanty fruits of induſtry and labour. Theſe motives 
have always induced the former rulers of this country to liſten, with peculiar 
indulgence, to the remonſtrances and complaints of this uſeful body of 
men. The preſent occaſion particularly demands the ear of the Honour- 
able Board. This 1s now the ſeaſon for tilling the earth; a great part of 
it is indeed elapſed. The Ryots, who are now at the Preſidency, are the 
| Principal men in their ſeveral villages; they may be ſaid to reprelent the 
villages to which they belong ; their companions and labourers at home 
wait the .ſucceſs of thoſe who have ventured with complaints to the Preſi- 


dency, and will very languidly, if at all, enter upon their labours, till they 


be aſſured, by the reception their fellows meet with, that they will be per- 
mitted to reap the fruit of their toils,—Several of the unhappy com- 


plainants, who firſt came to Calcutta, are now dead, many returned to- 


their own country in deſpair of obtaining redreſs ; where, repreſenting the 
melancholy ſucceſs of their applications, they diſcourage their fellow Ryotg, 
who fly from the Pergunnah, and leave it a deſert. Imagining that the 
number and diverſity of theſe complaints might make an enquiry into the 
whole of them too long and tedious, I have drawn an account of ten only, 


* About 25,0001.. Sterling. 1 About 299,co0 |. Sterling per annum. 


* * Which 


Folio 6 f. 


Fotio 65 
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which I take the liberty. to, accompany with this; at the ſame time begging 
leave to repreſent, that, ſhould further inſtances be thought neceſſary, they 
are immediately produceable, upon the Honourable Board's ſignifying ſuch 
their pleaſure. I herewith tranſmit to the Honourable Board an account 


of the exactions that have been made from my private fortune, the provfs 


of which are immediately produceable. When the accounts of the Ze- 


mindary are delivered up to me, I doubt not but that I ſhall be able to 
ſupport the charge I have advanced, of the great enormities committed in 


the diſtrict. I beg leave, however, with great ſubmiſſion, to ſuggeſt to the 
conſideration of the Honourable Board, that the officers of the Zemindar 
are thoſe who are principally witneſſes to the embezzlements and exaCtiohs 


T have complained of. That if Delail Roy cannot be called an accomplice 


of thoſe who ſo unjuſtly deprived me of the farm, yet, as he is deeply inte- 
reſted in their ſucceſs in the preſent cauſe, he will undoubtedly ule all his 


power with the officers of the Zemindary to prevent their appearing as 
evidence in my favour, and that whilſt Delail Roy continues with full power 
at the head of the diſtrict, I muſt ſuppoſe there are but few of the officers 


who will, from a mere principle of conſcience, expoſe themſelves and their 
families to his powerful reſentment, when their ſilence only would procure 


I remain, with great reſpect, 


. G ooh May, Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 
1775. ITͤ0our moſt faithful, &c. 
5 1 Seal} 


| The ſignature of Rijah Ram Kiſſen. 


The 
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An Account of Exactions by the undermentioned Perſons 


T0 * the Rajah of Radſbaby Pergunnah, &c. 


11 
Aſhin ch, By Cantoo Baboo“, and 5800 thro? 
the hands Morrulley. and nee 14,000 
Deduet returned - . 9 1 955 
13,991 
Jait roth, Ditto through Mattoo, Bitte, and 


Morulley Podar - R 5,000 * 
——- 13th, Ditto through Morulley Podar - 1,000. 
Aſhar 19th, Ditto - | — 375461 


Ditto by a deductlon from the rent of 
Pergunnah Shaw Ujialdew by Can- 
too to the Ryah - W 
1180. 20,461 
ait 12th; Ditto by a Bill on Mother Naid Banker ; 20, 0 


60,452 
N. B. There are in the whole I,2 5,001 rupees. exacted 
by. Cantoo Baboo, of which the particulars 60, 452 
rupees have been received as above, and an account 
of the remainder 64,549- rupees ſhall be given' when 
1179, received from Pergunnah Bahar Chund. 
Aſhin 30th, By Santeram Singee F, and received through 
the hands of Jugul Wokeel and Roop 
Fr Poodar — — — 40,000" 
Kartuk 2d, Ditto through Jugal Mohal — — 2,000 
Oghun ioth, Ditto through Morulley Podar — — 3,000 
Poiſh 25th, Ditto through Jugul Wohul — — 5,000 
29th, Ditto through Morulley Podar — — 30,000 
1180. 
Cheyt 27th Ditto by a deduction from the rent of Per- 
| gunnah Ifcampoor, &c. as due by Santeram- 
to the Rajah: — — — — 20, oco 
Jait zoth, Ditto from the factory Juggut Seat, being 
the amount ſales of the Rajah's jewels and 


. 2 00 oo 


Carried over, 2, 60,4 32 


* Governor's banyan. + Mr. Middleton's banyan. 
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Brought forward, 2,60,452 


1179 
Alun Sth By Bobhanny Metre t, and received through 


the hands of Noyan and Morulley Podars 34,944 


— 6th Ditto through Ramkiffore and E 


Podars — — 14,590 


— iꝛ2th Ditto through Morulley and Akil Podars 
Kartick 11th Ditto through Anunderam Wahul, by a paut 
or draught of Motichund Banker 
—— 17 Ditto by a draught on Pergunnah Nurrullah, 
9 5 through Dur narain Wakul, &c. at Dacca 

Poiſh iſt Ditto chrough Lamkiſſore and e Po- 
dars 

— 6th Ditto through Sadanund and the aſſiſtant of 
Morulley Podars _ 


Niang 7th Ditto through Anunderam Wahul and Po- 


6,066 
3,400 
$5,000 
— 10,000 


— 15,000 | 


ruhtet Morer — — — — 26,000 


Rupees 35755452 


I,1 5,000 


N. B. The above FOR 1 79464 


The amount exacted by Cantoo Baboo as allove ſet forth, 


the particulars of which are not yet come to hand, 64,549 


— —c 


In the whole exations — Rupees 4149091 


337 63452 


Signed (in ſignature of Raja Ramkiſſen) 1538 


Calcutiay 9 May, 1775+ 


Mr. Barwell, © I deſire the firſt petition delivered by the 3 may Folio 68g, 


be produced, that the Board may ſee whether this account of Ryots tally 


with that he formerly brought in. 
The Governor. Queſtion to Ramkisſhen, 


„Was this petition written by your order (chewing FE his Perſian 


Petition) ? 
% Anſwer. It was. 

Aueſtion. Did you dictate it ? 

« Anſwer. Yes, 1 ſpoke it, another wrote it, 
3 1 Who wrote it? 

« Anſwer. One of my people.” 


t Mr, Graham's banyan. 


Qq 5 


Governor 
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the contents of that.“ 


be taken upon the neceſſity of a deviation from them; and that the Rajah 


the Board for the return of the Ryots to Moorſhedabad.” 


hands of Morully and Sodanund Podars? (Excepting 9 rupees returned.)“ 


: (- 460-} 


Governor General, © I move, that the Perſian petition be delivered for 
tranſlation.” _ 

Mr. Francis. lng no objection to it's being tranſlated ; but as the 
Rajah has delivered one tranſlation which he authenticates by his ſignature, 
and for which he is anſwerable, I think the Board ought to proceed upon 


Mr. Barwell. I think the petition ſhould be tranſlated.” 
T he honourable Mr. Monſcn. * I have no objection to its being tranſlated.” 
General Clavering. I have no objection to its being tranſlated , but 


think that we may proceed upon the tranſlated Petition, ſince he has authen- 
ticated it, and is anſwerable for the contents.” 


Ordered the Perſian petition be tranſlated accordingly. 


General Clavering. * Queſtion. Have you the witneſſes here to prove what 
you have aſſerted in your Petition?“ 


Mr. Barwell. I have already moved, that the firſt petition of the 
Rajah may come under the cognizance of the Board, and the orders of the 
Board in conſequence of it may be here inſerted, becauſe it is neceſſary we 
ſhould recur to our former reſolutions on this point, and the ſenſe of the Board 


ſhould be aſked, why he has neglected compliance with the orders of 


Foregoing queſtion of the General's to Ramkiſhen put. 
_ Anſwer. Yes, I have the witneſſes with a Vakeel attending with the 
apers.' 
General Clavering. * Queſtion. Have you the witneſſes to prove, that 

14,000 rupees was paid to Cantoo Baboo, and received through the 


« Anſwer. My Vakeel and the witneſſes are here; let Cantoo Baboo be 
aſked firſt, whether he will acknowledge the receipt of this money.” 

General Clavering. * Nueſtion. Have 225 witneſſes that will prove it : ? 

« Anſwer. Yes. 

% gQueſtion. Name what witneſſes will prove that ſum to have been paid. 

* Anſwer. Ram Gopaul is my Vakeel, who will anſwer to this; there is 


another witneſs, named Jugull, who paid the money into the hands of 
Santiram Sing; let Cantoo Baboo firſt be interrogated,” 


Ramkisſhen is informed, that he muſt produce witneſſes who ſhall prove 


his allegations 3 and that he is not, for this purpoſe; to draw proofs from 
queſtions propoſed to perſons accuſed. 


« Anſwer. I can; but it is not the cuſtom for one like me to act myſelf 
in matters of this kind, deſire therefore to be heard by my Vakeel. 


Got er nor. general. Queſt ion. Are you acquainted with the facts and cir- 
cumſtances contained in your petition ? 


« Anſwer. Jam; | have read them. 
* Queſtion, What is the ſubſtance of your complaint ? 


5 | Mr. 


„ 


Me. Francis. I object to the queſtion, becauſe the ſüb kate of the 
complaint is ſet forth in the Perſian petition, which he has acknowledged, 
and for which he is anſwerable.. If there be any doubt of the petition 


being his, that ought to be cleared up.“ — 


The honourable Mr. Monſon. ** I think it unneceſſary to put this queſtion 


to the Rajah, as he has already acknowledged the petition to be his.” 

General Clavering. The Rajah having acknowledged the petition, I con- 
ſider every queſtion that ſhall divert the attention of the Board from the main 
object, which is to enquire, , whether Cantoo Baboo and the other perſons 
named therein, have received the ſpecific ſums which the Rajah has brought 
witneſſes to prove, as tending to protract and obſtruct the inquiry; 1 


therefore object to the queſtion to be put to him; and deſire, that the 


witneſſes may immediately be called in,? 


Governor General. * think it proper to mention, that my motive for 


propoſing the queſtion was to know, whether Rajah Ramkisſhen was 

really acquainted with the charges he has produced before the Board.“ 
General Clavering. The Rajah, who is very young, and uninformed 

of the affairs of his Zemindary has already ſaid, that he means to prove 


the allegations by the means of his Vakeel, who is now attending without.” 
Reſolved, the queſtion as propoſed by the Governor General be not put, 


and that the Vakeel be called in. HOY ON. 
Ramgopaul Vakeel being called in, is queſtioned as follows: 
General. Queſtion. Have you the witneſſes to prove that 14,000 rupees 
was paid to Cantoo Baboo, and received through the hands of Morully 


and Sodanund Podars (excepting 9 rupees returned)? 


« Anſwer. Morully, one of the Podars, through whom the monzy was. 


paid, is here preſent.“ 
Morully Podar is called in. 
« Oveſtion. What is your name? 
* Anſwer. Morully Podar. 
Queſtion. What profeſſion are you? 
e Anſwer. A Podar, I weigh and ſort money. 
. Queſtions to the Vakeel. 
Queſtion. Have you not taken down the depoſitions of the ſeveral 
witneſſes in writing? 8 5 | Fare 
« Anſwer. Ves. 
« Queſtion. Where is it? hay 
«* Anſwer. This man has it,” pointing to Morully. 
Morully produces a Bengal paper, together with the following tranſla- 
tion of it, | | - | 
| Calcutta, the 3oth of the laſt Byſack, in 1181. 
I, Morully Podar, do hereby declare, that Cantoo Baboo has received 
through my hands, the following ſums of money. 


1179. 
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Folio 494. 


Folio 69 5. 


117 
Aſhich 3. Paid him at e eh by me _ _ 13,991 
Jayt Ir, Ditto, — — — 5,000 
13: Dino, — — — 1, 000 
Aſhar 19 . Ditto, — —— — — £5,401 
8 A transfer made by me on the rent of Pergunnah 
Shaw Ujial due oy him — — 1 5:000 20,461 
40, 452 


General Clavering to Morully. | 

% Oueſtion. Will you ſwear to the truth of what is written in this paper?“ 
—Shewing him the Bengal paper. 

% Anſwer. Yes.” 

 —He is ſworn accordingly to anſwer truly to what is aſked him. 

* Queſtion, Is what is written on this paper tree —Shewing Din the 
Bengal paper. 

Anſcwer. Yes. 

“ ᷓQueſtion. When you paid theſe ſeveral 5 to Canto Baboò, do you 
know on what account they were paid him? 

«© Anſwer. The Zemindar told me to pay it —1 paid | it. 

ce ®ueftion. Do you know for whoſe uſe the t money WAS intended! ES 

* Anſwer. I do not know ſo much as that; when the 7 Zemindar tells me 
to pay money, I pay it. | 

« Oneftion. Have you any more, witneſſes to prove theſe payments | ? 

% Anſwer. Not here. _ 

& 9veſtjon. Have you any witneſſes e elſewhere ? 3 

e Anſwer. Ves, I have one at Mootjjill. 

* Queſtion. Tell him to come down.” 

Queſtion to the Vakeel. 

4 Aueſtion. Can you prove the payment of the 20,000 rupees by a 
bill on Mothur Aid banker ? 

* Anſwer. Pumanund Vakeel, who! is in waiting, can prove it.“ 

Ordered to be called in. 

. * Wueſtion to him (Pumanund Vakeel), as above. [1 

* Anſwer. A bill tor 20,000 rupees, drawn upon Mooterand and Doo- 

In Dher, was ſent to me, which I ſhewed to Cantoo Baboo, who ſaid to 
me, carry it to the perſon's ſhop upon whom it is drawn, and get it accepted. 
1 ſent the bill by Collinaut to the ſhop, and the Shroff“, having accepted and 
dated it, ſent it back to me. After that I ſent the bill to Cantos Baboo by 
Hotoo Biſwaſs Vakeel; Cantoo fent a man of his own, who received the 
money; I wrote a receipt upon the back of the bill. 

«© Oveſtion. By whoſe orders did you pay the money? 

« Anſwer. The Ranny wrote me a letter to pay It. 

« 9eftion. For whoſe uſe was the money to be given to Cantoo Baboo? 


* The Banker, 7 F 
cc 71 wer, 


4 

« Anſwer. She wrote to me to pay it td Canitddò Baboo, 

« Oyeftion. Will you ſweat to the'truth of whit you have auſwered? 

«© Auſtder. Thave not told a lie; the people are preſent who can prove it. 

« Queſtion, What mern? 

" Anſwer. Coſſinaut is here; Mooteraund lives in che Buzit; he is 
not preſent.” | 

Coffnaut called in ig afbed if he Will Fett to ſpeak the truth to ſuch 
queſtions as are put to him ? 

« Anſwer. Yes.” —Sworn actordingly. | 

% 9veſtion to Coſſinaut.— Did you go with a. bill Nhable 8. to Cantoo 
Baboo, Arcen upon Mooltrand and Dookoll Dheer, to their houſe for poo 696 
acceptance * Pg 
e. I did catry a bill for 20, 06 rupees td the houſe” of Modle- 
and and Doololl, and the agent of Cantoo Baboo received the money, and 
Permanund wrote a reteipt + or the ſame, 
Queſttion: Abbut what time did you carry this bill? Do you recollect? 

&« Anſwer, The money was carried to Cantoo Baboo the 1 ath/Jeyt, 118, 
about a year ago. 

veſtion to the Vakeel Ràmgopaul. 1 

« Qucſtion. Have you any other werſbitz* to prove the payment of the 
money? 
S * Yes,— —]Jvgull and: Anunderam. 

Ordered, + that ugull be called in. He is ſworn, 

« Queſtion ave you written down what on know concerning money 
paid to Santeram? 
Anſwer. Yes; and 1 in a Bengal! paper, and the 1 


tranſlation. 


| Cakuttd, 30th of the laſt Byſack, in 1181. 
« I,-Jugnll Vakeel, do hereby declare, that Santeram Singee has received, 
through my hands, the following ſums of money: 
AM in 3oth 1179.—Paid into the hands of Dhurrunny Cojanchy, a at Mutij— 


hel, by his deſire, — — — 40,0 
Kartick 2d. — Ditto, N — — — | 20,00 
Poiſh 25th, —Ditto, _ — — — 55000 


Rupees 47,000 _ 


——ů—— 


(signed) Jvoala Vaxzkr. 


QNusſtion. Is, it all true that is related i in-this paper? 
« Anſwer. Yes. 
Queſtion. Aſked upon each ſum 
« Anſwer. Tes. 
« Queſtion, By whoſe orders did you pay this 40,000 rupees? | 


« Anſwer. By Santeram Sing's. Folio 697. 
6 „ ©ueftion, 


7 9 82 
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« Oyeſtion, Who is Santeram Sing? 
« Anſwer. He was Mr. Middleton's Dewan. 
Queſtion. On what account was this money paid to Santeram Sing? 


« Anſwer. The Maha Rajah ordered it to "8 ſent from * 1 
don't know on what account. 


Annunderam is called in; —is orn. 


« ᷓQueſtion. Do you know any * of any money being R's to San- 


teram Sing ? 


« Anſwer. 1 have no connection in paying money to Santeram Sing ;— 


mine is to Bowany Metre. 


| «. Oveſtion. Have you put down in writing what you have paid to 
Bowany Metre ? 


% Anſwer. Delivers in Bengal accounts, together with the following 
tranſlations : 

« We, Annunderam Doſs and Parichett Sun, Jo hereby declare, that 
Bowany Churn Metre has received, through our hands, the undermentioned 
ſum of money. 

1179. 8 
Maug 7th. Paid him by us, — — Rupees 26,000 
(signed) AnnUxDERAM and PARICHETT SUN, 


Calcutta, zoth of the laſt Byſack, in 1181. 
ce J, AO Vakeel, do hereby declare, that Bhobanny Metre has 


received, through my hands, the undermentioned two draughts : 


1179. 
Kartick 11th, A Fats or draught, of Motichund, banker, in his Farouk 
| or — _ —_ _ 5400 
— 7th, A draught on Pergunnah Murrullah from 1 
Darpnarain Vakeel, &c. at Dacca, — 5,000 
8,400 


« Queſtion. Is what is here written true? 
« Anſwer, Yes. 

« Queſtion. Who is Bowany Metre ? 

« Anſwer. He is at Burdwan. 

« ugſtion, What was he when you paid this money: 
„ Anſwer. He was Mr. Graham's Dewan *. 

« Queſtion. In what capacity is he at Burdwan ? 

« Anſwer. He is the Council's Dewan. 


&* Yueſftion. On what account was this 20,000 rupees paid to Bowany 
Metre ? 


« Anſwer. He took it; I don't know the reaſon. 


« Queſtion. Is there any one elſe preſent to prove theſe payments? 
& Anſwer. Yes—one named Parichett. 


* Treaſurer, 


„ Ordered, 


„ 

Ordered to be called in- and, being ſworn, is queſtioned. 
« Oweſtion, Do you Know of 26,000 rupees being paid to — Metre ? 
60 Anſwer. Yes. | | Folio 699. 
« Queſtion. In what year? ; | 
« Anſwer, In the year 1179. 
* Que/tion. By whole order was the money paid? 
« Anſwer, By order of Bowany Metre it was paid. 
«© ueſtion. Repeated, 
« Anſwer. By order of the Rajah my maſter. 
« Queſtion. What was Bowany Metre at that time? 
« Anſwer, He was Mr. Graham's Dewan. 
« Oueſtion. Do you know on what account that money was paid? | 
* Anſwer, My maſter ordered me—I mr it. How ſhould I know Gon 
what account? _ | ia 
«© Queſtion to Vakeel. 

« 2yeſtion. Have you uy more witneſſes : ? 
« Anſwer. No. 
« Morully Podar called in. 
General Clavering. Queſtion. You have ſworn that Cantoo Baboo has 
received through your hands 40,452 rupees. Who 1s Cantoo Baboo * ? 

«* Anſwer. Mr, Haſtings' Dewan. 
«© Permanund called in. 
« Queſtion. Who is Cantoo Baboo ? 
% Anſwer. The Governor's Mutſuddie. 
« Queſtion to the Vakeel, Ramgopaul. 
« Dueſtion, There are ſeveral other ſums mentioned which you have not 
proved. How, and by whom, do you intend to prove theſe payments ? 
LAnſer. The witneſſes in the Moffuſil“ are unable to come, from the 

fear of Delail Roy.— When they are brought here, I will prove them. 
«* Oweſtion, What number of witneſſes have you here to prove the * Folio c. 
preſſion committed by the farmer? 
Answer. There are plenty of witneſſes, but they cannot come from fear 
of the farmer. | 
AQAueſtion. You ſaid you had ten people here. -— Where are they ? 
„ Anſwer. There are ten Riotts, who delivered in accounts reſpecting 
the oppreſſions of Delail Roy. 
« The ſeveral witneſſes are ordered to withdraw. 
The following Queſtions put. 
General Clavering. ** Queſtion. Whether it appears to the Board, that the 
ſums of 40,452 rupees to Cantoo Baboo, 47,000 rupees to Santeram Sing, 
34,000 rupees to Bowany Metre, have been paid to thele perſons reſpectively, 

Mr. Francis. The evidence being poſitive, particular, and upon oath, 

I ſee no reaſon to doubt that ſuch payments were made. | 
Mr. Barwell, *< 1 ſee no neceſſity for this queſtion, The ſtating the 


* The office of Collection. OE 
R r ___ evidence 


Folio 701. 


Fol. 702, 
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evidence would anſwer every purpoſe, and the Court of Judicature can 
alane judge, whether there is ſufficient proof.” 

The Hen, Mr. Monſon, I think it appears from the evidence, which 
was in general delivered upon oath, that the ſums abovementioned were 


paid to the perſons to whom the Rajah ordered them to be paid.” 


General Clavering., © It appears, from the evidence, in my opinion, 
that the ſeveral ſums mentioned in the above examination have been paid 
to Cantoo Baboo, to Santeram Sing, and to Bowany Metre.” 

Governor General. * think it not proved.“ 


Reſolved, That the ſeveral ſums do appear to have been paid to the 


ſeveral people. 


Governor General. « ] deſire that the members of the Board, who con- 


duct this examination, will inform me, what is the object of it; and 


whether it is meant as a regular and judicial enquiry, or as preparative only 
to an inveſtigation of theſe accuſations before a court of juſtice.“ 

Mr. Francis, I came here without a determined reſolution of any 
ſort, Until I heard the evidence, I could form no opinion whatſoever; 
nor do I mean to propole any farther proceeding in conſequence of this 


: inquiry. The facts will appear before the Court of Directors, and I con- 
ceive it ta be my duty to contribute my utmoſt endeavours to procure 


every poſſible information for the Court of Directors, when * of this 
nature are brought before the Board.“ 


Mr. Barwell. © I have no opinion to give upon this requiſition.” 
The Hen, Mr. Monſon. © ] came here without any decided opinion 


upon this petition, It's my intention ta form my judgment upon the 


evidence that may be produced. I do not conceive this Board to have any 
judicial authority with regard to queſtions of this nature. I mean the 
inveſtigation of this petition, for the information of the Court of Directors, 
that they may judge how far it is poffible for the Rajahs and Zemindars of 
this country to pay their rents duly to the Company, when ſuch confide- 
rable ſums, as mentioned in the petition, are taken from them by the 


| Banians of the principal gentlemen in Government. I think the Rajah 


might have his remedy at law; but that is for him to judge of as he ſhall 
think proper.” 

General Clavering. I conceive that tie ao of this inquiry 1s for 
the relief of the Rajah of Radſhahy; who reprefents, that he ſhould have 
been able to have paid the rent of his Zemindary, which was fixed at an 
increaſing rent, from 25,74,000 to 30,74,000 rupees *, had the money 
which he paid, or which was extorted from him, by the Banians of per- 
ſons, at that time, very high in the ſervice of this Government, been 
reſerved for the uſe of the Company. It is but too well known, how many 
farmers, who took farms from the Committee of Circuit, have been ruined 
by ſuch extortions, and the balances, I am afraid, for ever loſt to. the 
Company; but this examination, as well as many others, which we have 
gone through ſince the eſtabliſhment of the new Government, will prove, 

From about 320,000). to about 380, ooo l. Sterling per annum. 
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beyond a doubt, into what hands thoſe balances are gone, I do not 
know what ſteps we can take here for the recovery of the money, which 
we are able to prove has been embezzled, but I truſt that, either the Court 
of Directors, or the Legiſlature, will be able to deviſe ſome more ee 
method, than we can find here, for the e of them.” 


Extract 'o Fort William Committee of Revenue Proceedings, Folio 194. 
May 12, 177 5: | 


66: The Committee being met agreeably to the reſolutions in the morn- 
ing to examine the ten Riotts, who complained againſt the farmer of 
Radſhahy, c called in, 

Hedaram, the firſt complainant, who is ſworn and queſtioned' as fol- 
lows : 

„ 1ſt Queſtion. Was any Pottah * granted to you by the fariner of Rad- 
ſhahy Delail Roy ? wo 

Anſiwer. A Pottah was given to me. 

** 2d Queſtion. How much ſhould you have paid to the farmet according 
to your Pottah? 
Anſwer. I ſhould pay according to the terms of my Pottah 158 nen 

per annum. 

« 2d Quęſtion. How much was collected from you? 

“ Anſwer. 263 rupees. 

« 4th Queſtion. Under what pretence did he collect this extraordinary | 
tax ? 

« Anſwer. My rent, as I have. before ſaid. was only 1 22 He 
over and above collected 108 ; he, being maſter, took it by force.“ 


Zende Khan, being called in, is ſworn. 
Jo queſtion the 1ſt, he anſwers, I have had a Pottah for ten gene- 


rations paſt. I got no new one when Delail Roy took the farm. 
ad Qurſtion. How much ſhould. you have paid to the farmer? 
* Anſwer, 658 rupees 15 anas. 
“ To queſtion 3d he anſwers, 1277 rupees 8 anas. 
„Jo queſtion 4th, He.took it by, force, ſeizing the grain; &c. 


Oneep Roy; being called in, is ſworn. | | 
Jo queltion the 1ſt he anſwers, He gave no Pottah. 1 had been in 


poſſeſſion of the lands long before he held the farm. 
«« To queſtion 2d, 10g.rupees, 14 anas, 14 gundas. 
„ To. queſtion 3d, 149.8. 10 | 
To queſtion = He collected, over and above my ſtipulated 'renr, 


45 9 16, which he took from me by ſelling my cattle,” &c. 
Bulram Dols is called 1nand ſworn. 

« To queſtion the 1ſt, he anſwers, He did not. 

* A grant or leaſe from the Farmer to the Under-tenant. 


R E 2 0 
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& To queſtion 2d, 125 13 17. 
« To queſtion 3d, 182 9 7. 
To queſtion 4th, By ſelling my cattle by force. on 
Mohadeb Podar, being called in, is ſworn. 
« To queſtion the fſt, he anſwers, No; I had one before. 
* To queſtion 2d, 7 4 6. 4 
« To queſtion 2d, 21 12 15. 
« To queſtion 4th, By force.“ 
Coonjoram Doſs 1s called in and ſworn. 
e To queſtion the 1ſt he anſwers, No. 
To queſtion 2d, 8 6. 
Jo queſtion 34, 22. 
* To queſtion 4th, Forcibly.“ 
Govind Goſe, being called in, 1s ſworn. 
* To queſtion the 1ſt he anſwers, No. 
« To queſtion the 2d, 109, 
« To queſtion 3d, 156. 
* To queſtion 4th, He collected it by way of tax.” 
Gopaul Shoor, being called in, is ſworn, 
** To queſtion the 1ſt he anſwers, No. 
* To queſtion. 2d, 40 6. 
&« To queſtion 3d, 67 14. 
© To queſtion 4th, Selling my cows, and taking them by force.” 
Moodnarain is called in, and ſworn. 
«* To queſtion the 1ſt he anſwers, No. 
* To queſtion 2d, 153 7 1 3. 
* To queſtion 2d, 256 
* To queſtion 4th, Forcibly ; he was the maſter,” 
Nurſing Gole is called in, and ſworn. 
To queſtion the 1ſt he anſwers, Les. 
*« To queſtion 2d, 76. 
« To queſtion 3d, 115. 
« To queſtton 4th, Under different names, as taxes s over. rated above the 
ſtipulated rents.“ | 
The following queſtion is put. 
* Does it appear by the repreſentation: of theſe ten people, that the 
preſent farmer, Delail Roy, has collected more from them than he ought 


to have done by the ſettlement made with them. 


Mr. Francis. I think it does, beyond diſpute. 
« The Honourable Mr. Monſon. I think it does; and that the tarmer 


has exceeded the powers which I underſtand are given to all farmers, by 
the Amulnama, or deed of poſſeſſion ſettled in 1772; in which it is ex- 


preſſed in the 11th and 13th articles, that no farmers are to exceed the de- 


mands of the former years, or to raiſe any Mathoot or taxes. 
1 x This 
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This farmer, having raiſed arbitrary fines and taxes, is ſubject to the 
enalties expreſſed in the foregoing articles. 


General Clavering. It appears to me from the examination of the ten 
Riotts, that very conſiderable ſums have been collected from them, under 
various denominations, and the titles of Chout and Mathoot, more than 
was ſtipulated by the ſettlement. Theſe taxes were expreſly prohibited by 


the Pottah, granted by the Committee of Circuit; therefore Jam of opi- 
nion, agreeably to the 11th article of it, that Delail Roy ought not only 


to repay to the Riotts the ſums which he has extorted from them, bur. 


make a proportionable forfeiture to government. 
_ « Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Board to deprive Raja 


Delail Roy of the farm of Radſhahy; and that the Ranny be reinſtated in. 


the poſſeſſion of her lands in fam. 


« The Committee are confirmed in their opinion, in favour of the Ranny, 
from the following paſſage in Mr. Middleton's letter of the 5th February 
laſt, which they think ought to be quoted in this place, for the immediate 


obſervation of the Court of Directors. 


« The Zemindar is, in every light he can be viewed, the propereſt 
« and the only perſon to whom government can conſiſtently, with the 


« welfare of the country, let the lands. The Riotts reſpect him, and 


« will gladly ſubmit to every thing, but the moſt cruel hardſhips from 
« his hands without repining, as they look towards him as their natural 


« maſter and protector; and he himſelf, conſidering his intereſt as perma- 


E nent in this country, will avoid every oppreſſion, which, as it. muſt 


« injure the country, muſt alſo tend in the end to the detriment of him- 


« ſelf and family. Very different is the caſe with the Izardar*®, Noways 
concerned in the welfare of the country, beyond the date of his engage- 


« ments, his only care is to realize, as faſt as he can,. what he has con- 
* tracted to pay government; and to appropriate to himſelf a. conſider- 
« able ſum of money, perfectly indifferent when thoſe ends are accom- 


« pliſhed, how far the country may be. diſtreſſed, and the future reve- 


« nues of government diminiſhed.” 


% Reſolved,. That the Ranny be permitted to recommend to. govern-- 
ment, for their approbation, a proper perſon to be Duan in the place of 
Nunduloll, who we underſtand 1s her preſent Duan, and. that the new- 


| ſettlement be made at the next meeting. of the Board.“ 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in 


Bengal, m their Revenue Department, the 19th May 1175. 


Read the examination of the ten Riotts of Radſhahy, entered 
on the Committee's proceedings of the 12th inſtant, with the opinion of 


the Committee thereon. 


“ Governor General. I beg leave to remark, that the examination of 
the Riotts, on the charge of exactions levied on them by the farmer Delail 


* A Farmer of the Revenues who is not Zemindar of the diſtrict. 


Roy, 


Folio 19 8. 


Folio 139. 


{ 310) 


Roy, being unſupported by proof or evidence, although their complaints 
are delivered on oath, are not ſufficient to authorize his being diſpoſſeſſed 
of his farm, eſpecially as he himſelf is abſent, and, poſſibly might, were 
he preſent to make his own defence, either acquit himſelf altogether of 
the charges againft him, or explain the facts in ſuch a manner as to re- 
move the blame imputed from them. I have not a doubt of the reality 
of the complaints, having been aſſured, that theſe exactions were actually 
made both by him and his predeceſſor Ramkiſhen, when the latter had the 
management of the farms under the authority of Ranny Bowanny; 
and that Delail Roy formed his Bundabuſt or ſettlement with the Riotts, 
preciſely on that which had been before formed by Ramkiſhen. This, I 
think, if it be fact, would greatly exculpate the preſent farmer; but grant- 
ing that he has no ſuch excuſe to plead, and that the exactions were clearly 
proyed againſt him by a regular inveſtigation: ſtill no greater puniſhment 
can be regularly inflicted on him than the forfeitures of double the ſums 
exacted by him from the Riotts, unleſs convicted of a repetition of the ſame 
oppreſſion a ſecond time. I underſtand. that, Delail Roy has paid up the 
full of his arrears. to goyernment. For all. theſe reaſons, 1, object to his 
being deprived of his, farm, I object alſp to the motion for. re-inſtating 
the Ranny in the farm of Radſhahy, believing her, from experience, to 
be :ncapable of paying due attention to it; and. that, the country will be- 
come a prey, as it did before ta the Aumils and Collectors employed under 
her authority. Ihe ohjections ſtated, in Mr, Middleton's letter, to every 
word of, which I, heartily, agree, apply with equal force to Ramkiſhen as 
he can only hope to retain the beneht; of the, farm during the term of the 
preſent leaſe, or the life of the Ranny; after which the, Zemindary mult of 
courſe devolye to the natural heirs; and ag he can never expect, from 
his preſent connection with the Ranny, to be employed. after that period 
in apy charge of the collections, it becomes, of courſe, his intereſt to 
make the molt of the preſent time, without regard to future conſequences, 
having no future intereſt, as the Zemindax, has, in the good ſtate of the 
lands. In this reſpect he ſtands preciſely, in the ſame predicament with a 
common farmer: and I know. of no, other merit. or, pretenſion which he 
can have, to, the farm, unleſs. his being the inſtrument of bringing. accula- 
tions before this Board, can be ſuppoſed to give him a juſt claim to fo 
great an indulgence. I ſhould not have made this latter remark, but that 
1 find another reſolution following the former, to recommend the appoint- 
ment of another Duan. in the. place of Nundeloll, but without any reaſon 
aſſigned, lam credibly informed, that this man has all along refuſed to 
have any concern in the above accuſations. I object to the interference ot 
the Board. in obtaining his diſmiſſion.“ | 3 
The Hon. Mr. Monſon, „I beg leave to obſerve (in anſwer to what the 
Governor General has been pleaſed. to, ſay, that he is credjbly informed, 
that Nundelgll, refuſed to be concerned in: any of theſe. accuſations) I ſome 
time ago was ſhewn a paper, which I was told came from Nundeloll, The 


papcr 


„ 


paper was in Perfian.— The contents of it, as I Was teld by an Englith 
gentleman, contained accuſations againſt the Governor General, and ſeveral 
bother Engliſh gentlemen, in the feceipt of five lacks and a half of rupees, 
for tranſactions during the Governor Gehefal's relidence at Moorſnedabad. 
J told the perſon who ſhewed me the paper, that | would not be cuncernetl 
in making public any ſuch repreſentation; that I had reaſon to think that 
it was a contrivance of Nundeloll's, in order to induce me to bring before 
the Board, an accuſation againſt the Governor General, which he would 
afterwards diſown; as I knew at the ſame time the cohnections betweeh 
this man and the Governor General's Banian Cauntob Babvo, made tht 
give little credit to this thformation; and I only lob ked upon it ds a devite, 
in order to juſtify the Governor General's conduct, and tv caſt an Vdiurn 
upon peffons who might be fo ineautieus as tb make the like repreſenta- 
tions. I eſteem Nunckeloll a very artful and infidious ma, and very im. 
proper to be intruſted with the conduct ef any affairs. With tegard rb the 
bother objections ſtated by the Governor General in the föfmer part of his 

minute, I muſt obſerve, that I look upeh Rämkiſhie as the 4 opted heit 
of the Ranny; and I think he was acknowledged to be futh by the late 
adminiſtration, but not to ſueceed to the Zemindafy of Ratſhahy, fot 
what reaſon J am unatquainted; as, actordifie to the laws of this country, 
an adopted child, in default of legitimate offspring, ſueceeds to the inhe- 
ritance. I therefore think Ramkiſſen the propereſt per ſoi to be intruſted 
with this Zemindary, as he will eſteem it his inhérfitanee; and tteat the 
Riotts in a ſuitable manner. He will undoubtedly fucceed to it, unleſs the 
influence of Government ſhould graft if ſomeé other petfon. I therefore 
abide by the eres 1 gave in the Committee, that the Ranny ſhould be 
re-inftated in the pofſeffion of her farm; and that ſhie ſhould be allowed to. 
recommend for our approbation another pefſbi to be Duan,” | 

Mr. Francis. F adhere to the ſeveral opinions delivered at the Com- 
mittee, reſpecting the reſtoration of the farm to the Ranny or her repre- 
ſentatives; and to her being left at liberty to recommend another Duan in 
the room of Nundelofl.“ 5 | | 
General Clavering. I confirm the opinions that I gave at the Com- 
mittee, that the farm ſhonld be reſtored to the Ranny, or her repreſentative 
Rajah Ramkiſhen; and that Nundeloll ſhould be removed from the office 
of Duan, becauſe I believe him to be a man of very bad character, and 
connected very cloſely with the Governor General's Banian; which reaſon. 
would be an exception with me againſt employing any perſon as a Duan to. 
any province or diſtrict.” Og 

Governor General. As the opinion of a member of this Board has been 
recorded, that Ramkiſſen has a legal right, as the adopted ſon of Ranny 
Bowanny, to the inheritance of the Zemindary of Radſhahy, when it hall 
become vacant by her death, I move that the Secretary be ordered to 
extract from the conſultations, all the proceedings which have been al- 
ready taken upon the ſubject of this inheritance, the reſpective claims of 

| Ramkiſhen, 


3 


Ramkiſhen, and the lineal deſcendants of the family, from which the pre- 
ſent Ranny derives her right and title to the Zemindary by her marriage 
with the laſt Rajah, and the genealogy of that family; and that the 
opinions of the Canongoes and Pundits be taken upon the right of the 
future inheritance; that the whole may be tramſmitted to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, for their deciſion thereon.? 5 
General Clavering. I have no objection either to the extracting of the 
proceedings relating to this ſubject, nor to the taking the opinions of the 
Pundits upon the right of inheritance; but previouſly, I declare, that [ 
have no faith whatever in any of the proceedings of the late adminiſtra- 
tion; becauſe I have ſeen many which have been regiſtered to anſwer a 
particular purpoſe, and others ſuppreſſed when it might ſerve the particular 
Intereſts of the party concerned. I underſtand that the Pundits are all 
dependant on the Roy Royan, and whoſe anſwers probably will correſpond 
to the views which the queſtions are propoſed to ſerve,” _ 5 
Governor General, I am forced to reply to the declaration made by 
General Clavering, which appears calculated merely ſor provocation. He 
has been pleaſed to aſſert, that he has ſeen many proceedings which have 
been 1egiſtered to anſwer a particular purpoſe, and others ſuppreſſed 
when it might ſerve the particular intereſts of the party concerned.” To 
an aſſertion ſo peremptory and ſo perſonal, which the General cannot know 
to be true, 1 have no way to reply but by a ſolemn denial, and I ſolemnly 
declare that it is not true.“ EE. „ 
General Claverinn. When I ſhall lay before the Board the deductions 
and allowances which have been made upon Cantoo Baboo's accounts, for 
his farms which he has been permitted to relinquiſh, I will pledge myſelf 
to ſhew, that deductions are allowed therein, which have been regiſtered 
for the purpoſe of the indulgence of that Banian; and with regard to 
ſuppreſſion of confultations, I call upon the Governor General to produce 
the Conſultation, wherein Mr. Barwell's taking the farm from Coja 
Kaworke and Coja Michael, giving that farm to Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen- 
deb, and afterwards reſtoring the ſame farm again to the two Armenians, 
the original farmers. As to the Governor General's ſuppoling that I meant 
ro provoke him, 1 declare I did not do it. I wiſh 1 could convey the 
truth of my aſſertions to the Court of Directors, in ſuch terms as the 
Governor General could have no objection to, and 1 would do it.“ 
Gevernor General. The General has called upon me to produce Con- 
ſultations on a ſubject with which | am utterly unacquainted ; inſomuch, 
that even the name of Coja Kaworke was totally unknown to me, until ir 
came before the Board, on the occaſion of the Habeas Corpus that was 
iſſued ſome months ago againſt him. If there was any Conſultation which 
contains the matters aſſerted by the General, he will doubtleſs be enabled 
to furniſh the Board with the particulars of the ſuppreſſion, by the ſame 
means by which he obtained the knowledge of the ſuppreſſion. If not, the 
Secretary 


4 
Secretary will undoubtedly be able to furniſh the original, and ſome 
authentic information for the Board on the ſubject.“ 3 
General Clavering. I beg it may be an order of the Board to the 
Secretary, to furniſh thoſe two Conſultations of the diveſting Coja Kaworke. 
of the farm of Nuccanſavagepore, and giving that farm to the two perſons 
abovementioned ; and likewiſe the Conſultation wherein they were diveſted 
of the farm, and its being reſtored to Coja Kaworke and Michael. In ſhort, 
that the Secretary do furniſh the Trace by which it may appear that thoſe 
tranſactions had the authority of Government,” 5 
Ordered, accordingly. * 
Reſolved, That Rajah Delail Roy be deprived of the farm of Radſhahy; 
that the Ranny be reinſtated in the poſſeſſion of her lands in farm; and 
that ſhe be permitted to recommend to Government, a perſon to be Duan, 
in the room of Nundeloll the preſent Duan. 
The Board taking into conſideration, the terms of the new ſettlement to 
be formed with the Ranny Bowanny. The queſtion is put, whether ſhe 
ſhall hold the farm upon the terms of the preſent farmer, that is 23,80,000 
rupees for the preſent, and 24,80,000 rupees for the next year. ö 
Mr. Francis, . | 
Col. Monſon, 8 
General Clavering. Conſidering how much the farm has been ruined, as 
I underſtand, from the extortions and oppreſſions of the former farmer, 
Jam almoſt afraid, that the Rajah will not be able to collect without having 
recourſe to the ſame means as his predeceſſors uſed, enough to allow of the 
preſent or next years increaſe. Mr. Middleton, Mr. Dacres, and Mr. 
Vanſittart, all agree, that the rents of the lands ſhould be lowered, and 
Mr. Middleton, ſpeaking of the Zemindary of Radſhahy, ſays, it has 
ſuffered greatly. If the Governor General will be pleaſed to declare his 
opinion, that the Zemirdary can bear an increaſe, I will agree to it.” 
Governor General. I am of opinion, that the ſame rent ſhould be 
required from the Ranny as was ſettled with Delail Roy. I believe, the 
Zemindary will bear it, provided proper perſons are employed in the col- 
lections, and a man well verſed in the buſineſs of the revenue, appointed 
to aſſiſt the Ranny, or her adopted fon, in the general ſuperintendance. 
I can inform the Board, that I have long ago underſtood by univerſal report, 
that the Ranny had not one perſon in her ſervice, excepting Nundeloll, 
who was not charged with either oppreſſion or incapacity. Great care, 
therefore, ought to be taken in the choice of the new Duan, as the whole 
ſucceſs of the preſent ſettlement will depend intirely upon him.” _ 
Reſolved, That the farm of Radſhahy be granted to the Ranny Bowanny, 
upon the terms of the preſent farmer, that is 23,80,000 rupees for the 
preſent, and 24,80,000 rupees for the next year. AY 
General Clavering. l move, that an Aumeen be ſent into the diſtrict, 
to aſcertain the amount of the over E made by Delail Roy.” 1 


are for the queſtion. 
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Mr. Francis, 

Col. Monſon, 

Governor General. I have many objections to an Aumeen, becauſe I 
think the temptation too great for the integrity of any man, who has not 
given moſt Fhar we defer the of it.” 

Agreed, T hat we defer the conſideration of this point till Tueſday next *. 
A 

Agreed, That we write the following letter to the Provinctal Council 
at — 


Agree to the motion. 


7 TY 1 Bahr, Chief, Ge. Provincial ce of Revenue, 
> at Moor ſhedabad. 


Gentlemen, 

« Having received ſundry depoſitions, ſetting forth. the great extortions - 
uſed by Delail Roy, in collecting the rents of the Radſhahy. diſtrict; we 
have reſolved to deprive him 42 farm thereof, and to reinſtate the 
Ranny in the poſſeſſion of her lands. We have accordingly offered them 
to her, on the terms on which they were held by the former farmer, that is, 
to pay a net revenue of 23, 80, ooo rupees, for the preſent Bengal year: 
1182, and the next year 1183, an increaſe of one lack. 1 88 this year's 

umma. 
. « We direct therefore, that you immediately put the Ranny in poſſeſſion 
of her Zemindary, dating the commencement of her leaſe from the iſt of 
Byſack, or beginning of this year; and we deſire you will oblige the 
former renter, to account with her agents, for the collections made from the | 
beginning of the preſent Bengal. year. 
We are, &c.” 


Fort William, 
the igth May 1775. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do acquaint Rajah Ramkiſhen, with ſuch 
part of the late reſolutions as reſpect the grant of the farm to the Ranny, 
and the power left to her, to recommend a Duan for the Board's appro- 
bation. 


Extract of the proceedings of the Governar General and Council, in 
Bengal, in the Revenue Department, the 13th June 1775. 


Read the following tranſlation of a petition from Rajah Ramkiſhen.. 
Tranſlation of a Petition from Rajah Rankiſben. 


« ] repreſent to the Board, that their order having went to Mr. Baber, 
for Delail Roy to account with my Gomaſtah, for the collections he may 


® The Conſideration was not then reſumed. 
have - 


. ) 


have made in the current year 1182, that gentleman iſſued a Perwannah “, 
deſiring, that an account of theſe collections ſhould be tranſmitted to 
Mootyjell, in order to be adjuſted there. In this affair, I am ſurpriſed, 
that the Council's orders have not been carried into execution. 1 

« Prawn Boſe is an old ſervant of mine, and I have accounts of large 
ſums of money to receive from him, but having ſerved Delail Roy for 
ſome time laſt year, he will not deliver him over to me. Gopaul Doſs, 
and many others, who are under the ſame predicament, and who have 
cauſed the Ryotts to deſert the country by their undue exaQions, I con- 
fined in the Moffuſſil + Cutcherry, on account of their accounts, but the 
ſaid gentleman fent to require them upon the complaint of Delail Roy. 
Delail Roy alſo, does not render a Sheriſta account of the laſt year's ſettle 
ment, by which means the fettlement of the current year cannot be properly 
formed. I am hopeful, that a perſon may be ſent, on the part of the 
government, with a letter directing, that Delail Roy may attend on my 
Gomaſtah, in order to account with him for his collections, that he be 
cauſed to give me the accounts of laſt year's ſettlement, and to deliver up 
Prawn Bole to me, that I may receive his accounts from him, and further, 
that Gopaul Doſs, and the others, whom Mr. Baber ſent his people to 
recall, may be put into my cuſtody, ſhould they have arrived at Mooty- 


jell yet. e 
Tranſlated. Fo ä 

. (Signed) W. CHALMERS, 

TSuchall | Per. Tranſ. to the KHALSA.” 


General Clavering. © I propoſe, that Delail Roy be ordered to go into 
the Moffuſſil, and be obliged to render an account to the Rajah, of all ſums 
he has collected from the commencement of the preſent year, and the 
exactions he has been guilty of during the preceding years. 


0 


Agreed, Thar this queſtion do remain for conſideration till to-morrow. 


Extratt of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council ir 
Bengal, in their Revenue Department, the 14th June 1775, 


Reſumed the conſideration of the queſtion propoſed yeſterday by the 
General, pri aka nl Y 6 36421189 1 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon delivers in the following opinion on the 
queſtion: nn = 81. 9d 10-9141, 201-4091) 
Mr. Mauſon. I am of opinion, that Delail Roy ſhould be ſent into 
the Mofuſſil to account with the prefent Farmer's gomaſtah, for all collec- 
tions he may have made in the current year 1182; and as he is ſaid to have 
made unwarrantable exactions on the Ryotts, his conduct ſhould be en- 
An Order. | + The Office of Accounts. t-An official Account. 
. — 
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quired into, conformable to the regulations, that Izardars are on no account 
to demand more from the Ryotts, than what is mentioned in their own Pottah 
and Cabooleat *, and in the Pottah of the Ryotts; ſhould it be proved that 
they have received more, they muſt not only refund what they have fo taken, 
but alſo pay a proportional fine to Government. M e 
Prawn Boſe, an old ſervant of the Rajah, ought not to be detained 
by Delail Roy. I do not know by what authority or right he detains him; 
it appears eſſential to the ſettlement of this year's rent, that he and the 
Sheriſta account of the laſt year's ſettlement be delivered over to the new 
Renter, to form the proper bundabuſt + of the year, and to enable the Raja 
to recover his old debt from him. If the Rajah's debtors be improperly. 
protected by perſons out of authority, and kept from him, it cannot be ex- 
pected, that he ſhould make good his engagements with Government; Mr. 
Baber has exceeded his authority in ſending for Gopaul Doſs and others, 
as it is an expreſs injunction, that no ſeapoys: or Peons be ſent by the 
Collector into the diſtricts of the Farmers, except when the power of the 
Farmer is inſufficient to enforce juſtice, or maintain the peace of the country. 
The Farmer did not require the interpoſition- of Government, he would 
have ſettled his affairs with theſe perſons if the authority. of Government 
had not interfered, by which means he is deprived of theſe. advantages which 
he has a right to expect from it; theſe perſons therefore ſhould be ordered to. 
the Mofuſſil. F Tat Fine" 1 4 ES. 
(Signed): | GEORGE MONSON.” 


Mr. Francis, ** I agree to the opinion of Colonel Monſon. 


(Signed) PHILIP FRANCIS.” 


Governor General. © I object to the queſtion for the following reaſons :- 
_ « 1xft, Becauſe an order to Delail, the old Farmer, to go into the Mo- 
fuſſil, and render an account required of him to the Rajah Ramkiſhen, 
would in effect be to deliver him over to the cuſtody of Rajah Ramkiſhen, 
his profeſſed enemy, his accufer and his late competitor for the farm of which. 
he has been diſpoſſeſſed in favour of Ramkiſhen, of courſe the moſt impro- 
per perſon to be made the judge of his conduct. It is the buſineſs of the 
Provincial Council of Moorſhedabad, to oblige Delail Roy to come to an 
adjuſtment of his accounts, they have an office conſtituted for this eſpecial 
purpoſe, called the Mazooly Dufter; Thirdly, becauſe I believe it is 
hitherto without a precedent, either in the former Government or in that of 
the Company, to give any authority to: a new Farmer over the diſpoſſeſſed 
Farmer for the purpoſe of bringing the latter to an adjuſtment of his ac- 
counts, I cannot aſſert it upon my own knowledge; but I wiſh the Board 
to aſcertain this point by any enquiries which may ſatisfy them, whether 
there ever was an inſtance: of the kind, the mode which I underſtand has 
been uſually practiſed, and which I recommend is this: — If the old Farmer 
kas made any collections ſince the commencement of the preſent year, or 


- #* Leaſes, | + Rent Roll to be colleRed ſrom the peaſants, _ 
anticipated: 
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is to ſay, he will call upon the Shekdars for the accounts of their receipt and 
diſburſements, and remittances to the Sudder or to the head Farmer; and 
he will in like manner call upon the Pautwarries currumecharies for the 


the remittances made by them to the Sheekdars, If from thele accounts, 
he finds, that any part of the collections of the preſent year have been 


| his application to the Provincial Council, who will call upon the old Farmer 
for the accounts of his collections, the truth of which will be aſcertained by 


ſpecified by the new Farmer, to whom he will be made accountable for the 


the old farm accounts and the accounts of the Sheekdars,. it may be ad- 
Juſted by an inſpection of the Darkuſt or receipts of the Sheekdars ;, if theſe 


they have brought to their credit in their accounts, 1 underſtand, it is uſual: 
on ſuch occaſion to depute an Aumeen to inveſtigate the truth by the like 
inſpection of the Durkuſt, or receipts given by. the. Sheekdars to the Paut- 
waries, &c. In the like manner, any accounts of the collections required 


only by the agency of others, who only can or ought to be made immedi- 
ately accountable in the manner which I have deſcribed; immediately 1 ſay, 


Inveſtigation of Zemindarry accounts. The Board may eaſily correct any 
errors of mine by an enquiry of thoſe who are acquainted with the ancient 
and official practice of Government in caſes of this nature. Fourthly, Be- 
cauſe I am informed, that Delail Roy has made no collections, ſince the 
commencement. of the new year, the ceremony of the Poonea not having. 
been performed in any part of the Zemindarry. If this is true, the Farmer 
has no claim on him; and the Council of Moorſhedabad may eaſily obtain 

the moſt certain information. Fifthly, Becauſe the inveſtigation. of the. ac- 
counts of the laſt year's collections is no concern of the preſent Farmer. It 
is the immediate and ſole, province of Government, not for the purpoſe of 
recovering for its own uſe, any thing which. may have been unjuſtly. extort- 

ed from the Riotts; but for the uſe of the Ryotts, to whom that reparation 

is due. Inſtead therefore of committing this enquiry. to the charge of” 


be directed to make it in the uſual and regular manner, which I believe to be 
that I have above deſcribed.” F 


An anticipation of revenue, by taking part of the new year's produce to make up the for- 
mer year's rent. 1 | | | 


gal 


anticipated the rents of it by a haulbungen * in the laſt, the new F armer will, 
as is the cuſtom, make a ſcrutiny into the accounts of the collections, that 


accounts of the receipts from the Riotts of their neceſſary charges, and of 
made by the Farmer, or by his authority, it will be regular in him to make 


a compariſon of them, with the accounts collected in the manner. above 


balance appearing againſt him. If there ſhall appear any difference between 
again ſhall appear to have received more from the Pautwarries, &c. than 
_ forthe information of Government, may be alſo adjuſted, nor can it anſwer 
any purpole to ſend the old Farmer himſelf into the Mofuſſil, as he acts 


becauſe the farmers muſt ultimately be made reſponſible for their conduct. 
It is poſſible I may be miſtaken in this account of the proceſs uſed in the 


Ramkiſhen, I recommend, that the Provincial Council of Moorſhedabad 


General Clavering. * I underſtand, that the Farmers throughout all Ben- 


" oe 
* Loa- 
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gal enjoy the privilege of confining the perſons of the under Rentors and Cot. 
lectors, till they have rendered a faithful account of the money which th 
have collected to the upper Farmer. I will not juſtify the propriety of de- 
legating ſuch a power to a farmer, and it appears to me to be one of thoſe 
inſtitutions which ought to be abohſhed before this Government can recover 
its former flouriſhing ſtate. When the Collectors have eftabHh'd any unuſual 
tax, and raifed more from the Ryotts than they were authorized to do by 
the terms of the Pottahs, it has been the practice to ſend Aumeens into 
the diftricts to inveſtigate the facts and redreſs the complaints. I once pro- 
poſed that mode, but the Governor General excepted to it, by ſaying, that 
the Aumeens could not be depended on ; and as there appears to me no 
other method of making a local inveſtigation, than by ordering the Farmer 
himſelf and his Collectors into the Zemindary, before whom an inveſtiga- 
tion of the Ryotts complaints may take place, I am compelled to adhere to 
my former propoſition ; otherwiſe J am afraid the preſent Farmer will have 
but too much reaſon to plead the inability of the Ryotts to pay their rents 
to him, if the Ryotts are not reimburſed the immenſe ſums which have 
been oppreſſively raifed upon him, by different kinds of mathout, by Delail 
Fo Nee General, I muſt obſerve, that the caſe is widely different be- 
tween the practice quoted by the General, of allowing the head Farmers 
the liberty of exerciling coercive means with their under Farmers for the 
recovery of their rents, and that propoſed to be now introduced of veſtit 
the new Farmer with the like authority over his predeceſſor in the ſame truſt, 
In the firft caſe, the principal, by the nature of the engagements, has a 
Tight to make the man accountable to him to whom he has delegated his 
authority, and from whom he has legal claims. It is a privilege which may 
be ſafely allowed to the head Farmer, with the reſerve of an appeal to Go- 
vernment for its intervention in cafes of diſputed claims, of which the prin- 
cipal being a party, cannot with propriety be the judge; but in the ſecond 
caſe, it would be to arm one man with a power to exerciſe the moſt rigorous 
oppreſſions over his equal, over his enemy and competitor, without an 
pretext of actual engagements, and with the ſtrongeſt temptation of ſelt- 
antereſt as well as revenge, to abuſe the truſt thus repofed in him. To com- 
mit ſo dangerous an authority to the charge of Ramkiffen, the preſent 
Farmer, in rhe inveſtigation of complaints from his own Ryotts of former 
unwarrantable exactions would be attended with &his further ill conſequence, 
that it would enable him at the lame time to effect the concealment of the like 
exactions committed by himfelf while he had the farm before Delail Roy 
was appointed to it. I have been informed, that the latter formed his cob 


Je&ions preciſely on the ſettlement which had been before made by Ram» 


| kiſhen, or whoever had the direction of the farm for the Ranny of Rad- 
7 «TT o do effectual juſtice to the Ryotts, and to prevent the inveſtigation 
from appearing a partial act of rigour exerciſed on Delail Roy, it ſhould 
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be carried back into the period of the former leaſe, and full redreſs afforded 
to the ſufferers, if it ſhall appear that they have been mjured. .  . 
1 confeſs, I do not like the deputation of Aumeens, becauſe; I think, 
they are not to be truſted, but ſurely, they are more deſerving of confidence. 
than. the farmer himſelf, wha beſides the common temptation of corruption, 
has every incentive of ſelf-intereſt and. reſentment, to abuſe his truſt, and 
not to bind his integrity. I have propoſed Aumeens as. the. laſt. reſource, 
and as the regular mode eſtabliſhed by ancient uſage, but in a matter of 
ſo important a nature as the 1nveſtigation propoſed: in the latter part of the 
queſtion. I ſhould recommend the appointment of a. Company's cove- 
nanted ſervant, to execute it if it ſhould be found neceſſary,”  _ 
Ar Francis. T believe it is not meant by the mation, that the late. 
farmer ſhould be under the power or cuſtody, of the preſent, but only, 
that he ſhould be ordered into the Mofuſſil, to attend in the public Cut- 
cherry, in order that the accounts of the actual collections made by him 
from the Ryotts, may be: ſettled in his preſence. I would not give Rajah.. 
Ramkiſhen any authority aver his perſon.” 5 „ 
General Clavering. The Court of Directors wilt obſerve in the pro- 
ceedings of the 12th May, that ten Ryotts had been examined upon oath,.. 
who all of them poſitively affirmed, that new taxes, under the title of 
Mathoot, had been created by Delail Roy, and that ſome of them had paid 
near double the ſum of their. rent, as it was eſtabliſhed in their Pottahs; 
that this man, in order to recover this money from them, had ſold their. 
cattle and their grain, and it was on this ground that the Board came to the 
reſolution to diſpoſſeſs Delail Roy of his farm; all I contend for in this. 
buſineſs is, that the Ryott ſhould have ſatisfaction made to them, and that. 
Delail Roy, the principal farmer, appear on the ſpot to do it, otherwiſe, 
his agents will plead, as they do every day when they are called on to- 
anſwer for their principals, that they had no authority. from them, for com 
plying with the injunctions that may be made upon them.“ 1 
Governor General, © 1 concur with the General and with the Board, in 
wiſhing to do juſtice to the Ryotts, but to do it effectually, as I have ſaid - 
before, the inquiry muſt be carri:zd back beyond the ſhort period of Delail 

Roy's leaſe, becauſe, added to the informations which I have had, which 
F had before quoted, I am convinced beyond almoſt. a poſſibility of a 
doubt, that the extraordinary, taxes levied on the Ryotts by Delail Roy, 
were not entirely of his creation.— He may have added a part, but if the 
Ryotts be true, that he collected double the amount of the rents actually 
due from them; I conſider it next to an impoſſibility, that ſo violent an 
oppreſſion could have been committed without ſuch clamour from the whole 
country, as would have compelled the government to have afforded them 
redreſs, unleſs they had been gradually introduced. If they were of many. 
years ſtanding, and no new taxes were added by Ramkiſheg or Delail Roy, 
J cannot ſay, that. ſhould with- tO make either accountable for the palt, . 
| wes ” but 
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but if theſe innovations were of their making, both ſhould be called to an 
account for them, and both obliged to make reſtitution.” 

General Clavering. & T have ſaid before, that this Board grounded their 
opinion, that Delail Roy ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed of his farm, on account of 
the oppreſſions which they underſtood from the Ryotts he had made on 
them. Tf thoſe taxes called Mathoot had been uſual ones, the Ryotts 

would have had no reaſon to complain, but it was from their being created 
by Delail Roy, and raifed by him oppreſſively, that it was judged an act of 
[ Juſtice in the Board, to diſpoſſeſs him and reſtore the former Zemindar ; that 
| | the Ryotts or the Zemindar had not complained before our arrival, it is no 
wonder; Rajah Ramkiſhen has proved by ſeveral witneſſes at his Board, 
that large ſums of money had been extorted from him, and had repreſented, 
that ſeveral of the Ryotts did actually quit their Zemindary becauſe they 
could get no redreſs, I am told, he is now ready to bring proof of the re- 
1 ceipt of the remaining ſums, which he aſſerted had been levied from him, 
1 whenever the Board is at leiſure to enter into that inveſtigation.“ 
HSovernor General. The Ryotts who complained were Ryotts brought 
by Ramkiſhen himſelf; neither their complaints nor his, introduced for the 
. purpoſe of ſtrengthening his ſolicitations to the Board for the farm of 
| Radſhahy, are to be admitted as concluſive evidence; I muſt again obſerve, 
that I do not conceive the exactions of Delail Roy to have been created by 
him, if by that expreſſion is meant, they were wholly of his invention, 
and that no part of them exiſted before, I have read over the examination 
of the complainants entered in the Committee's proceedings 12th May, 
and I find nothing in them which juſtifies ſuch a conſtruction, and I have 
given a very ſubſtantial reaſon why they could not be wholly introduced b 
Delail Roy; it is for this reaſon, I have deſired the conduct of Ramkiſhen 
may be ſubject to the like ſcrutiny. It reſts with the Board to determine 
whether it ſhall be extended to him, or to aſſign their reaſons why it ſhould 
be reſtricted to Delail Roy. 5 


Read the following further petition from Rajah Ramxkiſhen. 


Tranſlation of a Petition from Rajah Ramkiſhen, 


I repreſent to the gentlemen of the Council, that the Pergunnahs of 
Muhum Shahee, Nuſerut Shahee, Ibrahumpoor, &c. Iſlampore, Nazer- 
poor, and others of my Zemindary, Muhals have been taken in farm by 
Cantoo Baboo, Santeram Sing, and other Mutſuddies, and am hopeful as 
a loſs will enſue to the revenues, if they are continued in their hands, that 
an order may be iſſued for my renting and collecting the revenue of theſe 
Muhals myſelf. 
Tranſlated. . . 
. (Signed) WIL. CHALME RS, 
Sufaſee Perſian tranſlator to the Khalſah.“ 
[Rajah Ramkiſhen. 
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Governor General. | move, that the farms under-rented by Cantoo 
Baboo, be received back from him and granted in farm to Ramkiſhen. On 
him it will be no injuſtice, as I can inform the Board, he is willing to give 
an Eſtaffa, or paper of relinquiſhment,” _ : = 

Reſolved, That the following additional paragraphs be added to the fore- 
going letter to Moorſhedabad, and that copies of the petition of Ram- 
kiſhen, entered yeſterday, and the one juſt now read, be alſo tranſmitted to 
them. CE 

e Incloſed, we tranſmit you copies of two petitions, which have been 
preſented to us on behalf of the Ranny of Radſhahy. We deſire you 
will direct Delail Roy to go into the Mofuſſil, where he is to attend in the 
public Cutchery when called upon by the Ranny or her agents, to render 
an account of the whole ſums collected by him from the Ryotts, ſince he 
had poſſeſſion of the farm ; we do not mean by this order, that Delail Roy 
ſhould be under the cuſtody of the preſent farmer, or that the latter ſhould 
have any authority over his perſon, except to prevent his going out of the 
diſtrict, until he has rendered to the preſent farmer an account of his 
collections. 5 1 5 

& You muſt order Prawn Boſe Gopauldoſs, and the other perſons who 
are ſaid to have been recalled, to attend allo at this inveſtigation of the 
accounts in the Mofuſſel. ; 0 . 

« As the farms mentioned in the incloſed petition, appertained, we ima- 
gine, to the Zemindary of Radſhahy, we deſire you will cauſe the Ranny 
to be put in immediate poſſeſſion of them, upon the ſame footing on which 
ſhe holds the other part of the lands. 3 bh | 
We deſire you will ſend us your monthly proceedings, brought up to 
the lateſt period, as ſoon as poſſible,” 


Extract f the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in. 
Bengal in the Revenue Department, the goth June 1775. 


Extra of a Letter from the Provincial Council of Revenue at Moorſhedabad, 
the 19th June 1775. 


c In obedience to your orders, we have direded Delail Roy to attend the 
Zemindar's Cutcherry, as alſo Parambole, &c. and communicated your 
commands to the Ranny; in conſequence of which, we have received a re- 
preſentation from Delail Roy, and have informed him in anſwer, that it is 
a ſubject on which we cannot give any orders; but thoſe you have been 

leaſed to direct; at his earneſt ſolicitation, however we have taken the liberty 
to ſubmit his petition to you, Gentlemen, and accordingly encloſe it.“ 


Tt 
The 
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] have received an order from the Fluzzoor * to attend and render my 
accounts of the Cutcherry of the Zemindar of Radſhahy, &c. but the 
Cutcherry of the Zemindar is not ſeparate from his houſe, and no Farmer 
belonging to the Company attends the Zemindar's houle to render his ac- 
counts. The Khalſah Shereefah is the place at which, by the Committee's. 
regulations, every perſon who is removed muſt attend to ſettle his papers. 
Such being however the orders of my ſuperiors, which I think it my duty 
to obey ; I now go to render my accounts at the Zemindar's houſe, The 
Zemindar's people, ſince my removal, have confined in irons and greatly 
diſtreſſed Gopaul Doſs, Peraun Boſe, and my under Farmers, together with: 
my Officers and dependants, and have kept all the papers of the Mofuſſil. 
Unleſs the under Farmers and the Officers be releaſed, and the papers reſtored 
me, how am I to render my accounts? The farm was moreover ſettled upon me 
for the term of three years, and a leaſe granted me; notwithſtanding there are 
many outſtanding balances due to me 1n the country. I have completely paid 
the Malguzarry , and by the ſtrict attention I have paid to cultivation, have 
the faireſt proſpect of diſcharging the Ruſud of the enſuing year, over and 
above the preceeding Malguzarry; yet this right has been this year taken 
from me at the inſtance of the Zemindar, without any fault on my part; and 
the buſineſs of my accounts being put into the hands of the Complainant, 

how then is my knowledge of buſineſs, or the fairneſs of my proceedings 
to be proved? This conſideration induces me to hope you will give an 
order to the Khalſa Shereeſah Mutſuddies to inveſtigate this affair, that if | 
be found to have faithfully diſcharged my duty to the Company, I may 
meet with the deſerved approbation; if I have acted otherwiſe, be brought 
® condign puniſhment, 
A true tranſlation, 
(Signed) EDWARD OFFO IVES, 


Perſian Tranſlator,” 
Moorſhedabad. * 


Anunderam the Radſhahy Vakeel being called, who accordingly attends 
the Board, the following quettions are put to him: | 
« Oveſtion. Do you know where Gopaul Dols and Peraun Boſe are? 
« Anſwer. Gopaul Dols is with the Rajah, and Peraun Boſe at 
Mootigil. EE | | 
Queſtion. Where is the Rajah? 
« Anſwer. In Calcutta. 5 
« ®weſtion, Do you know any other perſon of the name of Gopaul Doſs, 
who is either a renter er dependant of Delail Roy? | 
« nſwer. No: This man is my miſtreſs's ſervant. 
« Queſtion. Was he ever Delail Roy's fervant ? 


* 'The Preſence. 4 The lard revenue, 4 The increaſe of rent, 
- | « Anſwers 
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% Anſwer. He was formerly my farmer, and upon Delail Roy's bo- 
coming fariner he was his, and is now indebted to me. | 
% Queſtion. How came Gopaul Doſs in Calcutta? - 
* Anſwer, He is not here, he is at the Rajah's houſe in the country, 
the Ranny's. 
« Yueſtion, In what place is the Ranny's houſe ? 
« Anſwer, At Bargagun. 
© Queſtion, Did he go there of his own free will, or did he go there by 
compulſion ? | 
« Anſwer, He was ſummoned and carried there on account of ſome 
balances. e 
« Omeſtion. © Is he confined ? . 
% Anſwer. © don't know whether he is confined ;—I only know that 
he is there on account of ſome money that he owes, LES 
AQueſtion. Where is Peraun Bole ? 8 
« Anſwer, He is with Delail Roy. 
% 9Oreſizon, Is there any perſon of confidence on the part of the Ranny, 
attendant on the Council of Moorſhedabad ? 
« Anſwer. A Vakeel on the part of the Ranny. 
« Queſtion, Whois it? 1 8 
e Anſwer. Shewnaut. | „ 
„ Oveſtion, Who has been ſent to the management of affairs in the 
Moffuſſcl!? | i | 
« Anſwer. Baboo Ram, Beſno Churn Aumeen, and others.” | 
. The Vakeel is told, that the Board are informed, there are no perſons 
of conſequence either attending at the city or in the Moffuſſil. . 
He anſwers, „That he will repreſent it to the Rajah,” 
Agreed, That we reply to the Provincial Council of Moorſhedabad, as 
follows: | gi, 
We are not pleaſed that you forwarded to us the petition from Delail 
Roy without a ſingle comment upon it, which was the more neceſſary, as 
you muſt have been competent judges of the facts which were reported to 
have happened under your immediate inſpection. We before directed, that 
Delail Roy, and the other farmers and dependants of the Zemindary ſhould 
attend the Ranny and her officers to ſettle their accounts; but we ſhall. 
neither authorize nor allow any violence to be uſed on their perſons, by the 
Ranny, or by any perſon acting on her behalf. We do not know that any 
violence has been uſed, but celire you will take proper means to prevent It, 
if either Gopaul Doſs, Peraun Boſe, or any other perſons are in irons 
and in cuſtody of the Ranny, as is repreſented by Delail Roy in his petition, 
we direct that you do cauſe them to be immediately releaſed, but that you 
do keep them under reſtraint, and oblige them to attend on the officers ap- 
pointed by the Ranny, until they ſhall have rendered their accounts as 
directed in our letter of the 14th inſtant.” 
12 Cast 


CAs E of the PHoUZDAR® of HoUGHLY. 


Fort William Secret Conſultations, dated 30:b March, 
8 


3 R. FRANCIS gives in a letter to the Board, from Meer Zein ul — wokg 
ob Dien, which has this day been delivered to him by the perſon Fol. 1633, 
Who ſigns it, and he begs to leave it to the conſideration of the Board, 


This letter is read as follows: 
To the Honourable Members of the Supreme Council at Fort William in Bengal, 
The humble Petition of Meer Zein ul ob Dien, 


 SHEWETH,. 8 
« Your Petitioner begs leave to repreſent to you, That the Khan Jan Khan 
having obtained the ſtation of Phouzdar at Houghly, and was engaged in the 
fervice of the Honourable Company, by the endeavours of Governor and 
General, who granted him the Kettlat, or an order to take his ſeat of Phouz- 
darſhip, by allowing him 72,000 rupees per year, which was in the month 
of Bylack, in the year 1180; and the ſaid Phouzdar had given a receipt of x, 16:4, 
bribe to the patron of Citty, to pay annually, at the rate of 36,000 + per 
year; and alſo to his Banyan, named Kantoo Baboo, 4000 per year: beſides 
his allowance, he get 32,000 rupees more, by the extortion which he per- 
emptorily acted in that province; therefore you will be pleaſed to take 40,000 
rupees in the Honourable Company's treafure, and you will put to your 
ſervant in the ſame employment, by allowing 32,000 rupees; by which 


encouragement, your petitioner will contrive to ſhew many other methods 


for the benefit of the Company, for which your petitioner humbly crave 
your protection and redreſs. Your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall 


ever pray. Signed)" 


*The Governor General deſires to be furniſhed with a copy of the above. 
Ordered, That a copy be accordingly prepared for him. 


The Chief Magiſtrate, + About 40 J. Sterling per annum. 2 
General 


— — 


Fol. 1635. 


Fol. 1656. 


3 


General Clavering. © The Governor General having made an objection to 
bringing perſons before the Board who may produce complaints or accuſa- 
tions againſt any member of the Board, to be examined on the truth of 
their allegations, I deſire that the 35th article of the Company's inſtructions 
be now read, and the ſenſe of the Board taken thereupon.” 

Read the 35th article of the inſtructions from the Court of Directors, 
dated 29th March, 1774. | Ex 

Mr. Francis delivers his opinion as follows: © I conceive that the general 
duty, by which I am bound on oath to the ſervice of the Company, would 
of itſelf oblige me to purſue the conduct recommended to me in the above 


article; and that, under this ſpecific inſtruction I cannot, without a palpa- 


ble breach of my duty, and being liable to the conſequences of diſobeying 


my inſtructions, refuſe to hear any perſons who may bring charges againit 
any member of this board, in which the intereit of the Company may be 


concerned; provided the parties voluntarily take upon themſelves to make 


good their charges, and give them in under their reſpective ſeals or ſigna- 
tures.” | 


Mr. Barwell, I would not willingly eive a haſty opinion on any in- 


ſtructions from the Company: the object of this ſeems particularly directed 


to enſure the public intereſts. Whether thele intentions can in any reſpect 


be promoted by the promiſcuous introduction of complaints that do not 


even remotely affect the advantage of the Company, will be judged by the 
directors. The whole time and attention of this Board, given ſolely to the 


affairs of the Government, would be found hardly equal to the arduous 
talk, It is rendered now far leis ſo, by multiplying matter that can be of 


no conſequence to the public. If there is any inveſtigation, from which 
at any time the Company may benefit, I ſhall moſt heartily concur in it; 
but I will neither encourage, nor be the channel of aſperiing any character, 
while it cannot conduce to the good of Government,” 

Colonel Monſon. © | think it conſiſtent with that duty I owe to the Com- 
pany, under the above-mentioned inſtruction, to receive ſuch complaints 


as may come voluntarily before me, againſt any of the members of the ad- 


miniſtration, provided the parties at the time undertake to make good the 
charges exhibited in their petitions, and to record the ſame for the Com- 
pany's information.“ 


_ General Clavering. © I conceive that the intention of the Court of Di- 


rectors, in forming this article, was gounded on the complaints that had 


been carried to England of the abulcs reported to have been committed by 


the former governments in Bengal, and to enavle the new council, lately 


Ihe 3 th article of inflruQions is as follows: “ We ire that you immediately cauſe the 
firigeſt eayuiry to be made into all oppreſtians wit. h may have been committed, either againſt 
the natives or Furopcans, and into all ibuics that may have pievaied in the collecton of the 

everu s, or any part of the civil government of the Preßdency; and that you communicate to 

us all information which you my be able to obtain relative ther<to, or to any diltipation cr 
embezzlement of the Compary's money: and that you, ſo ſoon as poſlible, form ſuch re- 
gulations, as ſhall ſeem moſt effectual for the remedy thereof, and for regulating the police of 
the country ; paying the greatell attention therein to the proteGion and welfare of the natives, 
and to his Majeily's European ſabjects, as well as to the intereſt of the Company, 
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appointed by the Legiſlature, to carry its ordinances into effect. Upon 
theſe grounds, I think I ſhould be wanting to the Legiſlature, and to the 
Court of Directors, if I were not to receive the complaints of the inhabitants 
when properly authenticated, and to prefer them to the board for inveſti- 
gation, as the only means by which thoſe grievances can be redreſſed, and 
the Company informed of the conduct of their ſervants.” | 
The Governor General. ] ſee no occaſion for the queſtion, nor under- 
| ſtand the terms of it. It appears to me, from what I have heard, to be 


the intention of the Gentlemen forming the majority of the Board, now to 


poſtpone all other buſineſs for the purpoſe of making me the ſole object of 


their perſonal attacks, They have taken their line, and they may purſue 
it. I ſhall have other remarks to make upon this tranſaction, but as they 
will be equally applicable to many others, which, in the courſe of this bu- 


ſineſs are likely to be brought before the Board, I ſhall ſay no more on the 


jubject.” 


General Clavering Ceſires, © that the Governor General will be pleaſed to 
name a day for the appointment of Meer Zein ul ob Dien to appear before 


the Board, to authenricate the facts ſtated in his perition.” 


The Governor General. My ſentiments upon this ſubje& are ſo well 


known, that I am ſorry to be again compelled to repeat them. I will not 


name a day for the appointment of Meer Zein ob Dien to appear before 


the Board, neither will I ſuffer him to appear before the Board.” 
General Clavering further moves, That the opinion of the Board be 


taken, whether the Governor-general's refuſal to appoint a day for the 


bringing a perſon before the Board, who has made a complaint either 


againſt himſelf or any other member of it, does not tend to fruſtrate the 
intentions of the Court of Directors in our carrying into execution the 


above-mentioned 35th Article of their Inſtructions.“ 


Mr. Francis. | think the Governor -general's conduct, in this and 
other ſimilar inſtances, has the tendency deſcribed in the queſtion, and I. 
muſt beg leave to add that, ſuppoſing it to be agreed among ourſelves, . 


that the Board ſhall not hear any charges or complaints againſt any mem- 


ber of it, a caſe or caſes may hereafter happen, in which, by a reciprocal 


Fol, 1637. 


complaiſance to each. other, our relpective miſconduct may be effectually _ 


ſcreened from enquiry or cenſure, and the Company, whole intereſts may be 
concerned, or the parties, who may have reaſon to complain of any one 
member individually, may be left without remedy.” _ - 

Mr. Barwell. ** | do not think it does, though it may in ſome little de- 
gree preſerve the Governor general from perſonal inſult. Where there is 


no judicial power lodged, that of inquiſition can never anſwer any good 


purpoſe. Ir is ſubject to every ſpecies of abuſe, and falſehoods may with as 
much facility be made to carry the ar of truth as any ſelf-evident fact. 
From the nature of the conſtitution of this country, and from the teinper 
of the people, they will pay their court, and in a manner which they con- 


ceive to be molt agreeable, to the power which they imagine is capable of 
promoting their deſigns. Subornation is too common and frequent in 
Bengal, 


Fol. 1638. 


Fol. 163 5 . 


Fol, 1640. 
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Bengal, and a trifling hint that a native's proſpects in life may be advanced 
by charging with crimes ſuch as are diſagreeable to the patrons they look 
up to, they will make little difficulty or ſcruple in doing it. How much 
more ſo they may be encouraged by any abſolute meaſures of the Board, 
ſpeaking a kind of ſolicitude in hearing and liſtening to complaints, is not 
difficult to point out. I have ſaid before, that I did not think the Governor- 
general's denial could fruſtrate the intentions of the Court of Directors, be- 
cauſe there is a tribunal, and a legal one, to which all the natives may ap- 
ply ; and on any very extraordinary occaſion, it reſts with any Member of 
the Board to inform himſelf of the circumſtances of a fact coming to his 
knowledge, and he may bring it with the lights he has received to the 


Council, otherwiſe the interruption to public buſineſs will be ſo great and 
frequent that it will be impoſſible to diſcharge the duties of the Govern- 


ment.“ 


Colonel Monſon. * The Governor-general's declaration precludes us from 
giving the Court of Directors that information which they require from us 
by the 35th Article of their Inſtructions.“ 


General Clavering. ] conceive that the preventing a man appearing at 


the Board to prove the allegations in his petition is, in the firſt place, a de- 


nial of that juſtice which we owe to the Court of Directors, and would de- 
prive the Goverror- general of the means of proving his own innocency. 


1 have been told a ſtory, whether the fact be true or falſe I know not, that 


when Mr. Benyon, Governor of Madraſs, was accuſed of having taken a 


| bribe of 1000 pagodas, he deſired that a bible might be given him to enable 


him therewith to purge his conſcience. If the Goverror-general ſhould 
think proper to take the ſame method of purging his own from this accuſa- 


tion, or from any of the others which have appeared againſt him ſpecifically, 
1 will be very ready, on my own part, to give my voice for the complaint 


being diſmiſſed,” | 
The Governor- general. The queſtion, by the terms of it, makes it un- 


neceſſary for me to reply to it, and therefore I ſhall make no reply.“ 
General Clavering propoſes, <* That Meer Zien ul ob Dien be required to 
attend at the Board of Revenue to-morrow.” | 
Mr. Francis agrees to the motion. | 
Mr. Barwell, ] think it may be an interruption to the buſineſs of the 
Government, and am therefore againſt the motion.” 
Colonel Monſon, ** I agree to the motion? 
General Clavering. I am for it of courſe, having propoſed it.“ 
The Governor general. ] object to the motion.“ . 
Reſolved, That Meer Zien ul ob Dien be required to attend the Board to- 
morrow, in the Revenue Department. 


WARREN HASTINGS, 
J. CLAVERING, 

GEO. MONSON, 

Rb. BARWELL, 

P. FRANCIS. 
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Extra of the Proceedings of the Governor general and 
Council in Bengal, in their Revenue Department, 31f 
March, 1778. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Extract, which he has 
received from the Public Department; and acquaints the Board, that he 


has ſent the ſummons accordingly for the attendance of Meer Zein ul ob, 


o 


Dien. 
Extract of the Minutes of Council, goth March, 1775. 


Agreed, That Meer Zein ul ob Dien be required to attend at the Board 

of Revenue to-morrow. | 3 8 

| A true Extract. | 3 

(Signed) J. P. AURIOL, 
Aſſiſt. Secretary. 


Governor General. The motion being made for bringing Meer Zein ul 
ob Dien before the Board, I am ſorry that I muſt, upon this occaſion, 
have recourſe to the ſame form which I have already obſerved upon the 
like occaſions, which I think it neceſſary to do for the ſake of conſiſtency ; 
and that I may reſerve to myſelf, the right which J have claimed of ſum- 
moning and diſſolving the Councils by my own authority. The gentle- 


Fol. 11544 


Fol. 1438. 


Fol, 1336, 


men forming the majority of the Board will no doubt adhere to their 


rule, and will either continue to fit, or adjourn themſelves as they think 
proper. I cannot fit to be confronted with ſuch accuſers, nor to ſuffer a 
judicial enquiry into my conduct at the Board of which I am the Preſident. 
As often as the real buſineſs of the Company ſhall require the attend- 
ance of the Board, I will gladly give mine; but I do not chooſe, nor do 
I think it proper to waſte either their time, or mine, on enquiries which 
1 think have no relation to it, and have myſelf only for their object. 
It is now late, and I declare the meeting of the Board diſſolved.” 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
| RICHP. BAR WELL. 
The Governor General and Mr. Barwell withdraw. 


Agreeable to the reſolution which the majority of the Board has 
formed upon former occafions, that the Governor General had no autho- 
rity to diſſolve the meeting of the Board againſt the declared ſenſe of the 
majority, 

Reſolved, That the Board do continue to fit, and that General 
Clavering be requeſted to take the chair, 

g Uu The 


Fol. 1337. 


Fol. 13 38. 
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The Board obſerve, that in either opinion, no buſineſs can be more 
eſſential to the honour and dignity of this government, and of courſe to- 
the intereſts of the Company, than the freeing the character of the Go- 


vernor General from any charges of a criminal nature; and that it is the 


importance of this obje& which induces the members now preſent to 
continue ſitting at this late hour, after they have dedicated this whole 
day to the Company's current buſineſs. They further obſerve, that the 
inveſtigation of complaints againſt the Governor General has been no in- 
terruption to the current buſineſs ; ſince, in the former proceeding, we fat 
on one day eleven hours, and on, the other thirteen hours, without inter- 
mifſion, the greateſt part of which time in the ae, courſe would not 
have been dedicated to buſineſs. 


Ordered, That Zein ul ob Dien be called! in. 
Read his petition as follows: 


To the Honourable Members of the Supreme Council at Fort William, 
in Bengal. 


The humble Petition of Meer Zein : ul ob Dien, 


 Sheweth, 
« Your petitioner begs leave to repreſent you, that the Khan Jehan Khan, 


a obtained the ſtation of Phouzdar of Houghly, and was engaged 


in the ſervice of the honourable Company, by the endeavour of the Go- 
vernor General, who granted him his Kellant, or an order to take his 
ſeat of Phouzdarſhip, by allowing him 72, dc rupecs per year, which 


was in the month of Byſaack, in the year 1 80; aid the ſaid Phouzdar 


had given a receipt of bribe to the patron of the ci y to pay annually 
at the rate of 236,000 per year; and allo to his Banyan, named Canto Ba- 
boo, 4.000 per year: beſides his allowance, he got 32,000 rupres more 
by the extortion which he peremptorily acted in that province; theretore 
you will be pleaſed to take the 40,000 rupees in the Honourable Compa- 
ny's treaſury, and will put to your fervant in the fame employment by 


allowing 32,000 rupees, by which encouragement your petitioner will con— 


trive to  thele, many other method tor the benefic of C ompany, tor which 
your petitioner humbly crave your protection and redreſs. Your petitioner, 
as in duty bound, &c.” 

Mr. Chalmers, the Perſian tranſlator being called in, the following 
queſtions are put to Zein ul ob Dien. 

« Yueftion. Do you acknowledge the petition to be 9 7 e 
him the petition) 

% Anſwer, . Les. 

« Dueſtion, Do you underſtand the contents of it; and if you do, ſtate 
them by word of mouth to the interpreter ? 

« Anſwer. 
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« Ayſwer. Khan Jehan the Phouzdar of Houghly is allowed annually 
by the Company, the ſum of 72, ooo rupees, which is paid him in monthly 
inſtallments of 6000 rupees at a time. In the year 1180, he gave Kiſhen 


| Kaunt* two teeps F, one for 4000 rupees, and another for 36,000 rupees, 


payable out of this ſum, and agreed to hold his office for the remaining 
32,000 rupees, I am ready to make good theſe aſſertions; I requeſt that 
overnment would be pleaſed to conter the- office of Phouzdar on me, 
with an allowance of 32, oco rupees per annum. 
« Oueſtion, What proofs have you to produce of what you aſſert? 
% Anſwer, I have proofs under the ſeal and ſignature of Khan Jehan. 
« Oveſtion, Have you them with you? _ | 
« Anſwer. They are at Houghly. 
«© Queſtion. In whole poſſeſſion are they ? 
« Anſwer. In the hands of thoſe who were the ſervants of the Phouz- 


dar. 2 9 
Queſtion. Who are you? In what condition of life are you? 


*« Anſwer. I am in no employment now; I was formerly a farmer of 


Tumlooks, and in creditable ſtations. | 

« Queſtion. Have you any proofs in your own poſſeſſion ? 

« Anſwer, Yes; I have a letter under the ſignature of the Phouzdar 
Khan Jehan. = . „ 

He is ordered to produce it; he accordingly delivers it in, the tranſla- 
tion of which is as follows: | 8 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Khan Jehan Khan Bahadar, Phouzdar 


of Houghly, to Monick Chund, and Bayea Fucker Chund. 


« After the uſual compliments, Meer Kuderut Ally informs me, that 
you are arrived at Houghly, I write you now, as Dewan Kiſhen Kaunt has 
been applying to me for the money which you know of. I defire you will 


immediately remit down the 3000 rupees, in the hands ot the caſh keeper, 


on account of the month of Aſſin; and alſo the amount of my eſtabliſh- 
ment, being 6000 rupees for the month of Cartick, and the 4000 rupees, 
you told me, you could procure from the caſh-keeper, altogether 13, ooo 
without delay.” 


Poſiſeript ſaid to be in the, Phouzdar's own Hand. writing. 


expect that you will exert your utmoſt endeavours in this affair, as 
I have occaſion for a ſupply of 4000 rupees above what is depoſited in the 


| Caſh keeper's hands, on account of my allowance. I hope you will do 


every thing in your power to procure that ſum for me from him, and then 
diſpatch the whole together by the Moonſhy.“ 


* Alias Cantoo Baboo. + Notes of hand, | 
Uu s Ordered 


Fol, 1340. * 


Fol, 1341, 
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Ordered the Phouzdar's Vakeel, to attend the Board in the evening. 

« Pucfion. Who is the perſon mentioned in the letter to be the Duan, 
to whom the letter is addreſfled ? 

« Auſtwer. It is addreſſed to two people, they are both in Calcutta, 

«© MWreſtion, Who is Kiſhen Kaunt mentioned in the Phouzdar's letter? 

* anſwer. Canto Baboe, the Governor's Banian.“ 

He is ordered to withdraw. 


The Rourd adjourn, qirecting the . of the Vakeet « 95 tha Phouz- 
dar, the Duan, and the Naib Duan, in the evening. 
The Board being met in the evening, Lein ul ob Dien is called in and 
queſtioned as follows: 

* aueſtion. Of what nature are thoſe proofs which you mention to be 
in the hands of the Phouzdar : ? 

*« Anſwer. From examining thoſe people, the truth of my aſſertion will 


be proved. 


Queſtion. Can you procure thoſe papers? 

« Anſwer, I cannot get them as they are in the hands of ng Phouz- 
dar's ſervants. 

* Queſtion. In whoſe hands are thoſe proofs ? 

« Anſwer. In the hands of Fucker Chund and Monnick Chund, who 
were formerly in the Phouzdar's ſervice.” 

Fucker Chund is called in and queſtioned as follows: 

« 9ueſticn, Do you know any Thing of this letter ? (ſhewing the letter 


from the Phouzdar.) 


« Anſwer, It was wrote to me, Jointly with Monnick Chund, by Khan 
Jehan. 
« Oreſtion, As you do not underſtand Perſian, how do you know it? 

% Anſwer. I do not underſtand Perſian, but J know the contents of it. 
Qᷓueſtion. How came you to know the contents of it? 

« Anſwer. A Moonſhy explained it to me. 

« Iueſtion, When did you receive it? 


Anſcwer. In the month of Augun laſt year. (November 1774.) 


« Oueſtion. Was you at that time in the Phouzdar's ſervice? 
« Anſwer. I was Naib Dewan *®. 
« Oweftion. Do you know for what purpoſe the Phouzdar wanted the 

money which is mentioned in this letter, that he applied to you for! ? 

« Anſwer, To pay Mr. Haſtings and Cantoo Baboo. 

« Oueſtion. Do you know what is the annual allowance to the 
Phouzdar from government? 
Anſwer. 6000 Sicca rupees per month, or 72, ooo Sicca rupees per 
annum. 

« Oveſtion. Do, you know whether the Phouzdar receives the whole 


of his allowance? 


® Deputy-Treaſurer, 


6 % Anſwer. 
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« Ayſwer. He receives out of it. 32,000 rupees. 

« Queſtion. How do you know that the Phouzdar receives no more? 

« Anſwer. I have been in the Phouzdar's fervice ever ſince he enjoyed 
that office, and had therefore an opportunity of knowing. 

« Oueſtion. Did the Phouzdar ever tell you that he received no more 
than 32,000 rupees ? 

« Anſwer. Yes, I was conſulted with. 

« Oveſtion. Do you know who receives the arher 40,000 rupees? ? 

ce Anſwer. Cantoo Baboo get 4000, and the balance was given to the 
Governor. | 

Fucker Chund is aſked, if he has any objection to the oath being ad- 
e to him; who anſwering, that he had not, he is accordingly 


worn. 
« Queſtion. Is every thing true that you have now related ? 


« Anſwer, Yes.” 
He is ordered to withdraw; and ordered, that the Duan Monick: 
Chund be directed to attend the Board, at cheir next meeting, and that the 
Phouzdar of Houghly, be ordered to attend on Fueſday next. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do wait upon the Governor General with 
the moſt reſpectful compliments of the Board, and acquaint him with the 
ER of the Board in his abſence. 


The Secretary lays defore the Board the following minutes, which he Re. Cont. 
received an 1 the letter he received from the Phouzdar of Houghly, 4h Apr 1778. 


on Saturday laſt. 


Honourabſe Sir and Sirs, 


« ] beg leave to forward the accompanying letter from the Phouzdar 
of Houghly, which I have received from him this renden, in anſwer to 
the ſummons for his attendance on Tueſday next. 
Jam, &c. 


Revenue- Office, (Signed) RICHARD SUMNER; 
Saturday Evening, Secu. 


Tranſlation of a Letter How Khan Tehan Khan Pbouzdax * 
Houghly to Mr. Sumner. 


„J have been honoured by the receipt of a letter from you, 1 
me to attend the Governor General and Council, on Tueſday next. I ſhall 

moſt certainly obey your orders, but as the Zemindars of this diſtrict are 
conſiderably in arrears, the collections will ſuffer in a very particular 


manner by my departure from hence, at this time. Indeed I am of opinion, 
| that 


6334 
that they will be entirely ſtopped. I have thought it neceſſary to inform 


you of theſe circumſtances. 
e A true tranſlation. | 
(Signed) A. ELLIOT, S. K. R.“ 


« As the Phouzdar apprehends, that the collections might ſuffer by his 
coming to Calcutta at preſent, I am of opinion, that he be acquainted, 
that his preſence will not be required with the Council, till the latter end of 


this month. | 
| (Signed) J. CLAVERING.” 


&« look upon the Phouzdar's anſwer, as an excuſe for his arrears of 
rent. I was ſome time ago told, that his balance was very conſiderable, 
and that there was very little reaſon to imagine. that he would be able to 
pay his rent; but that he may not have the lraſt pretence for non- pay ment, 
I will diſpenſe with his attendance for the preſent. . 3 

| (Signed) GEO. MONSON.” 


“I agree to diſpenſe with his immediate attendance for the reaſon he 
aſſigns. At the ſame time, I muſt obſerve, that, to my knowledge, the 
Phouzdar, inſtead of ſuperintending the bulineis of his collections, has 
chiefly, if not entirely, reſided here, ſince our arrival, and that it is only 
within this fortnight that he has thought fit to attend the duties of his em- 
ployment. If his collections are in arrears, he ought to be called upon to 


anſwer for it, . 5 
N (Signed) PHILIP FRANCIS.” 
The Secretary further acquaints the Board, that he accordingly in- 


formed the Phouzdar, there was no occaſion for his immediate attendance 
in Calcutta, 


Fort 
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Fort William, 4th April 1775, 
AT A COMMITTEE, 
PRESEN T, 
Lieutenant General CLaveriNG, 
The Honourable G. Monson, 


Ricav. BarweLL, ; Wire. 
Pattie Francis, 3 q 


Monick Chund being called in, is aſked if he has any objeRtions to be 
fworn to anſwer truly to ſuch queſtions as may be aſked him. He ſays, 
he has not; he is accordingly ſworn and queſtioned as follows: 

cc 9ueſtion. Was you ever, or are you now in the ſervice of the Phouz- 
dar of Houghly ? | 

« Anſwer. Yes: I was his levies. 

« Dueſticn, In what capacity? 

„ Anſwer, I was the Paiſhcar “. 

« Queſtion. Do you know F uckerchund ? 

« Anſwer. Tes. 

« Oveſtion. What employment was he in? 

« Anſwer. He was my Naib. 
 * Oweftion, Do you know whoſe ſeal is to this letter? (wewing the ler- 

ter beto:e delivered in by Zein ul ob Dien.) 
„ Anſwer. It has the impreſſion of the Phouzdar's ſeal, which 1 know 
from ha ving been in bis ſervice. 

& Queſtion. Who is the letter addreſſed to? 

« 4nſwer. To me and Fuckerchund, it may be. 

« Oweſtion. You are deſired to read the letter ? 

« Anſwer. I cannot read it. 

« Ozejtion, Do you know the contents of it? 

« Anſwer. I cannot tell the contents of this; I have received five hun- 
dred from the Phouzdar. 

Queſtion. Did you receive ſuch orders from the Phouzdar as are con- 
tained in the letter? (The letter having been explained to him.) 

« Anſwer, Yes; I did. 

« Oneftion. To whom was you to remit the ſum of three thouſand ru- 
pees, mentioned in the letter to be in the hands of the Caſh-Keeper ? 

% Anſwer, That, with the other ſums mentioned in the letter, I was 
ordered to ſend to the Phouzdar. 

QAueſtion. Did you know for what purpoſe the Phouzdar wanted the 
money which is mentioned 1 in this letter ? 5 
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ee Anſtwer. He had told me before, that when the Dewan Kiſhenkunt 
ſhould arrive, he would have occalion for that ſum, and that he would 


then write me a letter. 


*« Dreſtion Do you know to what purpoſe that ſum was to be applied, 
when Kiſhenkunt ſhould arrive ? 


« Anſwer. He only told me, that there would be occaſion to give ſuch 


a ſum to Cantoo Baboo, bur did not mention on what account. 


« Oueſtion, What ſum was to be given to Cantoo Baboo ? 

e Anſwer, I do not know. 

« Oweſtion., How much was the Phouzdar's monthly allowance? 

&« Anſwer. Six thouſand rupees. 

« Qulſtion. It appears by the letter, that 3000 rupees was to be remitted 
for the month of Aſſin, 6000 rupees for the month of Cartic, belides 
which you are to procure 4000 rupees more; for what purpoſe was that 
4000 rupees to be raiſed? - | 

« Anſwer, It was to pay Cantoo Baboo as the Phouzdar mentioned in his 


Queſtion. Where was Cantoo Baboo at the time this letter was re- 


ceived ? 


« Anſwer. He was then in Calcutta. 55 

« Queſtion. Are you now in the ſervice of the Phouzdar ? 

« Anſwer: - No. . 
Queſtion. How came you to he diſmiſſed the ſervice of the Phouzdar ? 
„ Anſwer, It was his-pleaſure ; he did not aſſign any reaſon. ; 

« Oweſiion, When was you diſmiſſed ? 

%% Anſwer. In the month of December. 3 

Queſtion. Did the Phouzdar or any one elle ever order you to be con- 
fined ſince your diſmiſſion ? 
. Anſwer, No. 

« Quseſtion. Do you believe that the Phouzdar receives the whole amount 

of his allowance for his own uſe ? 


« Anſwer. 5 — - during the eight months that 


1 was his ſervant, I do not know of any part of it having been remitted 
to Calcutta, excepting 14000 rupees, three thouſand of which was part of 
the Phouzdar's allowance for the month of Aſſin, 6000 for the month of 


Cartic, and 5000 in part of the month of Augun; as I could not raiſe the 
4000 rupees, | waited till the month of Augun, when the Phouzdar's allow- 
ance for that month became que. 

« Queſtion. Do you know whether the Phouzdar raiſes any ſum upon 
the province for which he does not account to the Company. | | 

« Anſwer. The collections were not in his hands when I was in his 
ſerviee. 

« Oueſtion, Fuckerchund has declared, that the Phouzdar told him, he 
received no more than 32000 of his annual allowance; as you was Fucker- 
chund's ſuperior in office, do you know any thing of this matter? 

« Anſwer. Ihe Phouzdar never told me any thing of the matter.” 

The 


E 
The Secretary reports to the Board, that on his ſhewing the proceedings 


of laſt night to the Governor General, he took notice of the following 
ueſtions: © Do you believe that the Phouzdar receives the whole amount 


of his allowance for his own uſe ?” and obſerved, that the following line firſt 


iven in anſwer had been eraſed, viz. 
« Anſwer. He always received it on his own account,” 


The Governor General deſired, that as this line which has been eraſed is 


the only part of the anſwer which at all applies to the queſtion, Mr. Chal- 
mers may be aſked upon oath, whether Monick Chund did make thar 
anſwer or not. 5 : 

Mr. Chalmers the Perſian tranſlator being called in, it is ſhewn to him, 
who begs the Board will excuſe his declining to take the oath, as the 
anſwer was given in the Bengal language, of which he has not a competent 


knowledge. The evidence did, to the beſt of his recollection, mention 


what is contained in the line alluded to by the Governor ; but as what he 


ſaid afterwards ſeemed to contradict that, he eraſed it; however, for the ſame _ 


reaſon he has begged the Board to excule his declining to take the oath, he 
would alſo beg Monick Chund may be called in again, and interrogated as 
to this point. | „ 3 
Monick Chund being called in, the queſtion is accordingly aſked him. 
_« Anſwer, He receives it all on his own account, &c.“ as per former 
_ anſwer, OR J. CLAVERING, 
GEO. MONSON, 
RICH p. BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS, 


Extract of Fort William Committee of Revenue Pro- 


ceedings, 12th May 1775. 


| Ordered, That Khan Jehan Khan, the Phouzdar of Houghly, be di- 
rected to attend the Board on Friday next. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and 


Council in Bengal, in their Revenue Department, the 
19th May 1775. ED, 


Read, The following tranſlation of a letter from Khan Jchan Khan, 


Tranſlation of a letter, tearing upon the cover of it the ſeal of Khan Jeban 
Khan, and addreſſed to Dewan Munic Chund Jew and Fukerchund. 
„ Munic Chund Jew and Fukerchund, I have wrote you ſeveral letters, to 


none of which you have yet returned any anſwer; I am certain, that no 
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pains will be ſpared on your parts to prevail upon Jugal Tachwieldar; but 
I know myſelf, and ſo does all Houghly, that Jugal, if he chuſes, cannot 
find any difficulty in procuring to the amount of 10,000 or 12,000 rupees ; 
I cannot help therefore, but to look upon the evaſions and pretences he 
urges, and his delaying ſo long remitting me thoſe bills, as marks of his 
immenſe attachment to my ſervice. Make a point to endeavour, by induce- 
ments and aſſurances, and as ſpeedily as poſſible to procure, beſides 


the ſum of gooo rupees you have already in your hands, on account of 


my allowances for a month and a half, 4000 rupees more even at intereſt, 


from the Tachwieldars*. From the non-arrival of theſe bills, the Bundabuſt 


buſineſs has been put a ſtop to. This is the time for buſineſs ; don't you know 
the circumſtances of your own Durbar, 
„P. S. Put the Tachwieldar in remembrance, that the month of Agin is 
nigh approached ; and that the management of the receipts, diſburſements, 
&c. reſts with him; then why ſhould he be apprehenſive.” 
Governor General. ] defire to know how 1t was delivered in.“ 
The Secretary anſwers, he believes it was delivered to him by Zein ul ob 


Dien, or his Mohrir. 


The Phouzdar of Houghly attending, agreeably to the Committee's 
xeſolution of the 12th inſtant, 1s called in and ſhewn the two letters upon 


record, namely, the letter juſt entered, and the letter recorded the 3 iſt 


March laſt, and is queſtioned as follows: 
« Queſtion. Do you acknowledge theſe letters to be yours, or wrote by 
your ider 5 bo 
Mr. Francis propoſes, © the Phouzdar ſhould be aſked if he has any ob- 
jection to ſwear to the truth of ſuch anſwers as he may make to the queſtions 
propoſed to him by the Board.” | 
Governor General. ] object to his being put to his oath, If the queſ- 


tions put to him are to prove any charge in which he is concerned, it is 


illegal to ſwear him. If he is called on as an evidence, in any charge in- 
tended to be made the matter of a judicial proſecution, in that caſe, I think 
it improper; becauſe his evidence may be given under the impreſſion of 


preſent authority, and may influence him in the future depoſitions which 


he may make before the ſupreme court of judicature,” ZT: 

Mr. Francis. I think he ſhould be informed, that he is not obliged 
to anſwer to any queſtions tending to accuſe himſelf, if any ſuch ſhould be 
propoſed, With reſpect to a proſecution 1n the ſupreme court of judica- 
ture, of any perſons ſuppoſed to be concerned in the tranſactions now under 
our conlideration, I believe it is not intended, nor would I recommend, the 
carrying this examination from this Board to any other. —— The object of it 
is, as I conceive it, to know whether the whole of the ſalary allowed by 
the Company to the Phouzdar of Houghly, be appropriated to his uſe; or 
whether he be under an engagement to pay a part of it to any other per- 
ſons, Suppoſing him to have entered into ſuch engagements, I do not 

Collectors of the Revenues, | 


think 
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think that he would be liable to any puniſhment on that account. I agree 
to the motion, with the above explanation.“ ö 

The Hon. Mr. Monſon, © 1 think the Phouzdar ſhould be required to 
anſwer upon oath to the truth of ſuch anſwers as he may make to the queſ- 
tions propoſed to him, provided thoſe anſwers may not tend to his own 
accuſation, The Phouzdar is brought here as an evidence, to prove the 
charge made by the Duan and Naib Duan, and therefore I conceive there 
can be no improptiety in his being ſworn, but that ſuch a proceeding 1 * 
uſual and regular.“ 

General Clavering. The Phouzdar of Hougbly is ordered to attend 
here, to prove a fact, which if it be true, can by no means be conſidered 
as a charge againſt himſelf. If the deduction ſhall appear to have been 
made from his ſalary, it may be ſnppoſed, he accepted his office on thoſe 
terms, and his acceptance of it will only prove his acquieſcehce, not any 
guilt. I therefore am of opinion, his oath ſhould be inſiſted on. 

Reſolved, That he be aſked, if he has any objection to take his oath td 
fuch anſwer: as he may give to the queſtions Ons to him by the 
Board.“ | 

He 1s aſked accordingly. 

He anſwers, If you won't place dependence on my word, what is to 
be given to my oath ?” 

« General Queſtion. Did you not tell General Clavering the aber day, 
when at his houſe, that you would have no objection to take your oath 
before the Council? 

« Anſwer. The General told me I ſhould be ſworn, and muſt anſwer 
truly to what was aſked me. I anſwered, I was ready. 

“ Queſtion. You ſaid you was ready. What did you mean by chat 
word? | 
« Anſwer, I meant, I am your ſervant, and muſt obey your orders.” 

Mr. Francis. ] deſire he may be told, that the Board expect he will 
be ſworn, otherwiſe they will not examine him; as the evidence already 
taken on this ſubject before the Board is on oath.” 

Agreed to; and he is told accordingly. 

« Anſwer. If you order it I am ready; but it is a matter of ſerious 
conſequence to my character to take an oath.” 

General Clavering. © I move that the Board will conſider it as an inten- 
tion in him not to give the Board the information they wiſh to have from 
him, fince he before told me he ſhould be ready.” | 

The Phouzdar ſays, The gentleman who interpreted for the General 
told me, that the lerter would be ſhewn to me, and my oath required, cl 
anſwered, I was ready ;—if you aſk, I will tell the truth.” 

Mr. Francis, © 1 deſire he will give a determinate anſwer whether he 
will ſwear or not, acquainting him it is left to his option.“. 

He is informed accordingly, tes 
| XX 2 | N 
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He anſwers, „ Mean people may ſwear—my character won * allow 
me. —l can't ſwear. 1 would rather ſubject myſelf to a loſs.” 

The Phouzdar is deſired to withdraw. 

General Clavering. 1 requelt the opinion of the Board: may be taken 
on the conduct of the Phouzdar of Houghly, after having admitted that he 
was ready to take an oath, but who, on being required to do it, * re- 
Fuületl it. 

Mr. Francis. © 1 think this Board had a right to call upon him to give 
any information upon oath that they might require of him, not tending to 
accuſe himſelf; that the pretence of his rank or character is falſe or 
affected; and that his refulal is a contempt of this Board. With reſpect 
to the ſubject of our enquiry, I think this refuſal of the Phouzdar conſti. 
tutes a ſtrong confirmation of the evidence given upon oath before the : 
Board, on the 3iſt March.” 

The Hon. Mr. Monſon. I have already ſaid, that the Phouzdar of 
Houghly was brought here as an evidence in the accuſation preferred 
againſt the Governor General, and his declining to give his evidence on 
oath, I conſider as a contempt to this Board, and adds a ſtrong pre- 
ſumprion to the truth of the evidence before given,” 

General Clavering. The Phouzdar of Houghly is a Moorman, and by 
the tenets of his religion is not enjoined to refuſe taking oath. When 
he was with me the other day, I acquainted him that an oath would be 
expected from him; his anſwer was, I am ready to take it.— What reaſons 
may have induced him ſince to alter his opinion I cannot account for, but 
muſt now conſider his refuſal to comply with the requiſition of. the Board, 
as a contempt of its authority.” 

Governor General. Neither Muſſulmen nor Gentoos are forbidden by 
the precepts of their religion to ſwear. It is repugnant only to the man- 
ners, and ſtrongly ſo, I believe, both with Muſſulmen and Hindoos. I 
have given my opinion already upon the propriety of exacting an oath from 
hint at this Board; - with ſtronger reaſon, I object to the affurance taken 
from him by the General, that he would ſwear; and to any intimation 
made to him in a private viſit, of the ſubject for which he was to be 
called before the Board. I underſtood from him, when he was before the 
Board, that he ſtill repeated he would take the oath, if he was cor. 
manded to take it, —He was told it was at his option.“ 

General Clavering. As the Governor-general is pleaſed to except to 
my ſpeaking to the Phouzdar, in a private converſation, on the ſubject of his 
examination before the Board, I will inform them, to the beſt of my re- 
collection, of every word that paſſed between us on that occaſion -] aſked 
him, if he was informed of the reaſon of his. being ſent tor ?—He told me, 
he had been with Mr. Sumner and-the Governor. —I then ſaid, it would be 
requiſite for him to ſwear to the truth of the letter which had been delivered 
to the Board by the Duan and Naib Duan, and ſaid to be his. — The Go- 
Verner. N 


1 


vernor- general will be pleaſed now to inform the Board, whether any more 
paſſed between the Phouzdar and him on this ſubject than has paſſed be- 
tween the Phouzdar and me.“ 

Governor general. Although I think the queſtion very improper, and 
can ſeldom truſt to my memory tor the particulars of a private converſation, 
yet upon this occaſion I think I can ſafely ſay, not a word upon this ſub- 

paſſed between us.“ 8 . 

The Board are of opinion that the Phouzdar of Houghly, in refuſing to: 
eee oath, has been guilty of a contempt of the authority of this 
Board. 0 

General Clavering. I move that the Board will conſider and determine 
whether it would not be proper to ſhew their diſpleaſure to the Phouzdar, 
for his contempt of their authority; and whether by a cenſure, or removing 
him from his poſt. ys 


Mr. Francis. ving already given my opinion that he has been 


guilty of a contempt of the authority of the Board, 1 cannot but conclude, 
that he ought not to be continued in his preſent employment. Other rea- 
ſons, drawn from the evidence already before the Board concerning the diſ- 
poſition of the ſalary allotted him, lead me to the ſame concluſion,” | 
The Hon. Mr. Monſon. ** The equivocal conduct of the Phouzdar gives 
ſtrong preſumption to imagine that the diſpoſition of the ſalary is made in 
the manner ſet forth by the perſons in their evidence on their examination 
the 31ſt March. On this ſuppoſition, with the diſreſpe& he has this day 
 ſhewn to the Board, I think it improper that he ſhould be continued in his 
office.” . CDT 1 9 
General Clavering. © If, under the pretence of religion, the natives of 
this country were to be permitted to be exempted from taking an oath, 
when they are examined by the Governor General and Council, it would 
be impoſſible for this Board to purſue any inquiry, or to execute the ex- 
preſs orders of the Court of Directors in the 35th article of the inſtruc- 
tions, which enjoins us to make the ſtricteſt inquiry into all abuſes that 
may have prevailed in the collection of the revenues, or any part of the 
civil government of the Preſidency; and that we communicate to them 
N which we may be able to obtain relative thereto, or to 


any diſſipation or embezzlement of the Company's money. I muſt, there- 


fore, conſider the contempt ſhewn by the Phouzdar to the authority of 
government, as an act which renders him unworthy to be continued any 
longer in his office.” . N 

Governor General. I have more than once diſclaimed the authority of 
this Board to erect themſelves into a Court of Judicature, to try my 
conduct, or even that of any other perſon, ſubje& by the laws to another 
_ tribunal expreſsly appointed by the legiſlature for that purpoſe, I dif- 
claim the right which this Board appear, by the reſolution now taken, 
to aſſert, of commanding any perſon to make oath before them. On the 
preſent occaſion, however, it was expreſsly left to the option of the Phouzdar, 


Who 
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who having difobeyed no order, could not be convicted of contempt, and 
therefore does not merit the cenſure propoſed, or any other puniſhment, [ 
proteſt againſt the reſolution taken for his diſmiſſion; and I moſt ſolomnly 
enter my proteſt before- hand againſt any evidence delivered before this 
Board againſt any part of my conduct, under the impreſſion which ſuck 
an act may unavoidably make on the mind of an inhabitant of this country.” 
Mr. Francis. © | beg leave to obſerve that, by the option left to the 
Phouzdar, no more was meant by the Board, than that no compulſion 
ſhould be uſed by the Board to oblige him to ſwear. After the various re- 
quiſitions made to him, and the evaſive anſwers given by him, every 
member has a right to judge for himſelf, how far the Phouzdar was culpa- 
ble in refuſing to give to us the information required of him, upon a 
matter in which the public ſervice was concerned.” OO 

General Clavering. I] am at a loſs to conceive what the Governor 
meant by ſuppoſing, that this Board is not veſted with ſufficient powers to 
Examine upon oath, The Court of Directors, as I have before ſaid, have 
expreſsly enjoined us to make inquiries; and I conceive, that we are em- 
powered both as members of the government, and as Juſtices of the Peace, 
to examine all perſons, whether natives or Europeans, upon oath. The 
Judges do it daily as Juſtices of the Peace; and I ſuppoſe they are too 
well acquainted with the laws of their country not to act conformably to 
them. . 0 . 

Reſolved, That the Phouzdar of Houghly be diſmiſſed from his pre- 
ſent employment. „ e 1 

Agreed, in conſequence, That the following letter be written to the 
Provincial Council of Calcutta. 


* 


20 Mr. Henry Cottrell, Pręſident, Ge. Provincial Council of Reve- 

15 nue at Calcutta. 

Gentlemen, N 

« Having thought proper to diveſt Khan Jehan Khan of his office 
of Phouzdar of Houghly, we defire you will immediately receive from 
him the charge of the colleckions which were intruſted to his care. We 
ie, Ce SI - 
Fort- William, 
the 19th May, 1775» 


Copy of PROCEEDINGs in the Revenue 
Department of the 25th and 28th f 
April, and of the gth June and 1ſt Sep- 
tember, 1775, relative to Farms Held by 
Mr. CHRISTIE. 


Fort William, the 25th April, 1775; 
A a COUNCIL, 


PRESENT, 


The Hon. WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq; Governor General, Preſident, : 
Lieutenant General CLAVERING, 
The Hon. GEORGE MONSON, | 
RICHARD BARWELL, Eſars. 
PHILIP FRANCIS, ' { Eſqrs. 


3 the following letter from che Provincial Council of . 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, G overnor 8 Sc. Council 
| of Revenue at Fort William. 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


TTARAM PUCKER ASS, the ſecurity of Gocul Pucke- 

X rafly, the farmer of the Purgunnahs * Apole and Panjera, was car- 
ried from hence the day before yeſterday, by virtue of a warrant from the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. We have called upon the Vakeels Þ of theſe 
Purgunnahs, to be informed what perſons had the management on the 
part "of the farmer or ſecurity, and they have acquainted us, that for ſome. 
time paſt, neither the farmer or the ſecurity have had any direction or 
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authority therein; but that Mr. Chriſtie, in whoſe ſervice the ſecutity is, 
has taken the management upon himſelf; and that there is no perſon now 
in charge of the Purgunnahs but the ſervants of that gentleman. The 
balance due to the end of the year, is upwards of 20, ooo rupees; and we 

apprehend, ſhould we ſend any perſon on the part of Government at this 
late ſeaſon to take charge of the Purgunnahs, it might afford a plea 
to the ſecurity of Mr. Chriftie, to object to the payment of what may be 
due from them at the cloſe of the year: we have therefore poſtponed taking 


any meaſures relative to them, till we are favoured with your orders on 


this head, We underſtand from the ſtate of the Purgunnahs, that they 
are very capable of anſwering the amount of their ſettlement. 


Dinagepore, We are, &c. EY» 
22d February, 1775. (Signed) W. Harwoon. 
| WILLIAM Rooke, 
HERBERT HARRIs. 
GEORGE ROBERTSON, © 


AJ. B'. GoopL Ab.“ 


Read the following letter from Mr, Chriſtie. 


« Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, ” 
« As the repreſentation which has been made to you from the Provin- 
_ cial Council at Dinagepore, regarding the Purgunnahs of Panjera and 
Apole, is to you, who have on all occaſions the welfare of the country and 
the intereſt of the Company at heart, of a nature which calls for your 
' ſpeedy interpoſition, ſo is it of a tendency which forbodes ſo ſevere, nay 
almoſt an inſupportable blow to me as an individual, that I muſt crave your 
pardon if I am wrong in conceiving it a duty I owe the adminiſtration, 
upon whoſe mercy I am now thrown, to furniſh them with every light in 
my power, that may tend to aſſiſt their deciſion in this matter. In the 
courſe of which J will not ſcruple candidly to own to them, the prejudice 
that my private intereſt is likely to ſuffer in caſe of a determination to 
deprive me of my farms without any favourable ſalvo. But ſatisfied as I 
am of the juſtice and equity of the adminiſtration to which I ſubmit my 
cale, it does not become the high ſenſe I have of that equity and juſtice 
to apprehend to myſelf ſo much evil. I will therefore flatter myſelf, ſhould 
the regulations of government indiſpenſably require my relinquiſhment of 
the Purgunnahs, that I ſhall be ſecured againſt loſs. 

In conſequence of the employment which was allotted to me by the 
honourable the Court of Directors for providing ſome ar. icles of naval 
ſtores for the uſe of their ſea ſervice in Bengal, with the ſanction of the 
adminiſtration at Fort William, I proceeded to the northern frontier of 
Dinagepore (being the moſt contiguous to thoſe countries where er 
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articles were to be procured) early in 1771. The difficulties that were ap- 


parently obvious to an undertaking of this kind, I mean that of their being 


to be obtained from a country totally independent of this government, 
and of the oppoſition which it would naturally receive from the princes 
thereof, a ſhort reſidence ſoon convinced me were juſt ; and I foreſaw that, 
even if I ſucceeded, it could not be before much time would be conſumed. 
Labouring under this diſadvantage of loſs of time, and of the reſtrict on 
which government bad thought proper to impoſe upon me in reſpect of 
trade, I ſaw no other reſource left for me, either to employ my time, or 
reimburſe the expences which I was unavoidably ſubjected to, eyen beyond 
what I could reaſonably demand of the Company, but that of renting ſome 

part of the country, and improving it ſo as to afford me a ſubſiſtence. I 
accordingly directed my Sircar * to rent upon my account the Purgunnah of 
Panjera, which was ſoon to be put up at public outcry for three years: 
in this he ſucceeded, and I had the ſatisfaction to find, that by advancing 
to the Ryots as much money as they required, or to give an indulgence 
which the black Izardars F either could or would not grant, and by giving 
every other encouragement to the under renters that lay in my power, a 
moderate profit accrued to me. This little ſucceſs encouraged me in the 
beginning of 1773, to endeavour at becoming a more conſiderable farmer. 
I purſued the ſame method to accompliſh my wiſhes at that time, as I did 
- when I obtained the farm of Panjera. My Sircar was accordingly direct- 
ed to offer on my account for the Purgunnah of Apole, which was then 


to be let to farm on a leaſe of five years; and he being the higheſt bidder, 


accordingly ſucceeded ; and Government having determined on the plan of 
renting the whole country for the ſame period of time, an extenſion of the 
leaſe of Panjera was accordingly given, ſo as that their farms might 
expire together, - 

„The beginning of the Bengal year 1178, was the period from whence 
Government dated the commencement of five years leaſe. By the time ir 
had made ſo far progreſs in the plan as to enter upon the ſettlement of 
Dinagepore, ten months of that year had elapſed ; during the intermediate 
time, the lands were left under the management of the old farmers, for the 
whole of the collections which they might have made, to the time of their 
(the new ones) entering upon their charge. The farmer of Apole was, 
in conformity thereto, directed to adjuſt his accounts with the new farmer; 
upon a ſtrict inveſtigation into his conduct he was found, not only to have 
collected from the country a ſum exceeding the amount of the ſettlement 
made by Government, but alſo in the courſe of realizing that ſum, been 
guilty of many acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion upon the Ryots; in fo 
much that many of them were reduced to the neceflity of abandoning the 
Purgunnah : this appearing to Government to have been clearly the calc, 
it was convinced it would have been no lels an att of injuſtice than a 
hardſhip, to have burthened the new farmer with any part of the balance 

* Laiian, or Under-Banian. + Farmers, 
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eſtabliſned againſt the old farmer; excepting therefore the ſum which was 
due on the two remaining months of the year (which was regularly paid by 
the new farmer) the old farmer was held reſponſible for the whole of that 
year's collections; upon the adjuſtment which was made thereof, he was 
found not only to be conſiderably in balance to the Company, but alfo 
indebted to the new farmers nearly the ſum of 16,000 rupees, for which 
a decree was paſſed againſt him in the Adaulet *. From his inability, or 
rather I apprehend want of inclination, to diſcharge theſe demands, he 
allowed himſelf to be impriſoned ; and if he has not eloped ere this time, 
ought ſtill to be in confinement. In 1773, notwithſtanding my utmoſt care 
and induſtry in promoting the cultivation, and thereby to retrieve the 
country from the decayed ſtate into which it had been fallen by the oppreſ- 
ſion of the old farmer, I ſuſtained a loſs of 8,998 8, which I paid into the 
Company's treaſury from my own private funds. The Purgunnah ſtill 
continuing to decline, I was again, in the year 1774, obliged to fall upon 
ſome meature that could promiſe it effectual relief: I could diſcover none 
which was likely to produce that good effect, beſides ſettling the cultivated 
lands at a lower rent. I accordingly made a bundabuſt F with the Ryots at 
the very heavy diminution of 30, ooo rupees under the Company's jummaę, 
they promiſing to prevail on thoſe who had abſconded to return to cultivate 
the waſte lands. This, Gentlemen, I can fafely aſſure you, has had the 
deſired effect of not only ſatisfying the remaining Ryots, but has encouraged 
the return of the others. From the benefit which I flattered: myſelf might 
reſult to the country in the courſe of the two remaining years of my leaſe, 
I had no other proſpect left of retrieving the heavy loſſes which I had ſub- 
jected myſelf to in the ſtep I had taken. 
e The above I declare to you to be a true and juſt repreſentation of the 
ſtate of my farms of Apole. Under the diſadvantages it ſets forth, to pay 
the balance which now ſtands againſt it, without being allowed to poffeſs 
my farms to the end of their leaſes, would almoſt involve me in total ruin. 
I beg leave to add, that as I have conducted my buſineſs in the name of my 
| Sircar, ſo I have never claimed any indulgence or exceptions, but ſuch. as 
might be allowed to a native. I therefore humbly pray that adminiſtration 
will conſider my caſe with an eye of compaſſion, and afford me fuch ſupport 
and relief as in their juſtice and equity F may appear deſerving of, and as 
they would think fit to beſtow on a native under ſuch like circumftances; 
and throwing myſelt implicitly on your mercy 
| 7 8 I remain, &c. 
Moorſhedabad, 12th March, 1775. (Signed) JAMES ChRISTIE.“ 


® Tae Country Court of Juſtice. | + A ſettlement of a rate of rent with the peaſants, 
f The amount of the whole rent payable to the Company, - 
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Read the following petition from Gocul Kiſnoo Puckeraſſee. 


To General John Clavering. 


| The humble petition of Gocul Kiſnoo Puckeraſſce, 


SHEWETH, 

«© That in the Bengal year 1180, your petitioner did farm, from the Ho- 
nourable Committee of Revenue, the Purgunnah called Panjerah and Oppoon, 
in 1 province of Dinagepore, for the term of five years, by a proper 
Pottah. „„ 


« Your petitioner did, after farming the ſame, always regularly pay the 


revenue thereof to the year 1181. 

„That in the year 1181 next enſuing, after your petitioner had made 
the firſt payment of the ſtipulated ſums, Mr. James Chriſtie, reſiding at that 
place, did unjuſtly wreſt the ſaid Purgunnahs from your peritioner, contrary 
to the contract entered into by your petitioner with the Honourable Com- 
mittee, and the Pottah * granted to him. 


„After ſo doing, he, the ſaid Mr, Chriſtie, frequently ſent for your peti- 


tioner's ſecurity, demanding of him the revenue of the ſaid Purgunnahs for 
the remainder of the time, notwithſtanding he did ſo forcibly take the Pur- 
gunnahs from your petitioner. 5 


„Therefore yout petitioner moſt humbly prayeth your goodneſs will be 


pleaſed to take his hard caſe into conſideration, and permit him to lay the 
Pottah granted him by the ſaid Honourable Committee, for the ſaid Pur- 
gunnahs, before you for your inſpection : your petitioner is ready to pay the 
revenue of the ſaid Purgunnahs for future, as he did for the time paſt, in a 
moſt regular manner; wherefore your petitioner hunbly hopes that the ſaid 
Purgunnahs may be ordered to be reſtored unto him, and he may continue 
in the poſſeſſion thereof for ſaid remainder of the time limited in the ſaid 
| Pottah, and alſo all the loſſes he ſuffered by the ſaid unjuſt proceedings of 
the ſaid Mr, Chriſtie, by the means aforeſaid, may be ordered to be repaid by 
that Gentleman, that your petitioner may thereby be exempted from an 
utter ruin. N 
« And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray.“ 


Read alſo another petition from Seebnarain Surmah, and Olloopnarain 
Surmah. | 


To General Clavering, 
The humble petition of Seebnarain Surmah, and Olloopnarain Surmah, 


 SHEWETH, 1 | 
« That in the year 1179, Mr. James Chriſtie, an Engliſn Gentleman, 
reſiding in the province of Dinagepore, and one Atteram Puckeraſſee, did 
let out unto your petitioner a Purgunnah called the Pazrah, in the fame 


of Leaſe. 9 5 
Yy 2 province, 


3 


province, (of which they were original farmers from the Committee) for the 
term of three years, on a profit of 22,001 rupees, by a proper contract 
executed unto them by your petitioner, and they did give him a Pottah for 
the ſame; your petitioner did thereupon take upon himſelf the whole ma- 
nagement of the ſaid Purgunnah, and paid the revenue thereof in a regular 
manner, until the Bengal year 1180; and beſides which, he paid 14,666 
' rupees to the ſaid Mr. Chriſtie and his ſaid Puckeraſſey, on account of the 
profit ſo agreed on by your petitioner, as aforeſaid ; in which ſum they re- 
ceived 3680 rupees, over and above the amount of the profit due to them 
by yovr petitioner for the firſt and ſecond years. 

After receiving the aforeſaid ſum, the ſaid Mr. Chriſtie did, at the end 
of two years, or a year before the term of the contract was elapſed, cauſe 
your petitioner to be unjuſtly confined at Dinagepore; and he took the ſaid 
Purgunnah back from your petitioner, and caufed all your petitioner's effects 
and property to be ſeized and fold, and the produce thereof, which amount- 
ed to rupees 25,427 &, Was received by him; and that all the ſums that 
were received from your petitioner by the ſaid Mr. Chriſtie, are as follows: 

3 | | | Rupees. 

Received by Atteram Puckeraſſy, by order of Mr. Chriſtie, 18,346 
Received by Mr. Chriſtie himſelf, through the hands of Seebna- 


rain Goſrul and Oloopnarain Chowdry, a TI. 
| Received by them, from ſundry perſons, ſundry profits due unto 
your petitioner, | — — 3,800 


Received by Mr. Chriſtie, from one Johardin Monſee, an under 
farmer, _ 5. — 7 50 
During the time your petitioner was fo confined, they paid ſun- 


— 


dry Durbar ex peace, &c. charges, — — — 2,172 
The amount of the profit for laſt year, — — — 13,535 8 
An unknown charge, — — — 2,700 


Received by Mr. Chriſtie, from one Ramjoy Chuckerbutty, be- 
ing a profit due by the ſaid Chuckerbutty unto your petitioner 


on a place called Saj poor, — — — — 1,600 

„ N | 47,428 8 
Dedut therefrom, for the profit of three years, — — 22,001 
Received, over and above the three years profit, _ — 55427 8 


ee Therefore your petitioners moſt humbly pray your goodneſs will be 
pleaſed to take their hard caſe into conſideration, and afford them ſuch re- 
dreſs in the premiſes, as to your wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 
« And your petitioners, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray.” 


General Clavering. ] inform the Board that Gocul Kiſhnoo Puckeraſſy, 
and Atteram Puckeraſſy, preſented the petitions to me, which have now 
been read at the Board. That Atteram Puckeraſſy, upon his being 0 
mine 


1 39 ) 


mined by me, acquainted me that he was Banian to Mr, Chriſtie, and took 


the two farms of Panjera and Apole of the Committee of Circuit; the firſtat 


a rent of 55,000 rupees, and the latter at 70,000 rupees per annum, by means 
of Mr. Chriſtie's influence with Mr. John Graham: that he made a private 
agreement with Mr. Chriſtie to give him 22,000 rupees for the favour he 
had done him ia obtaining theſe farms for him; and that, in order to in- 
demnify himſelf, he underlet the farm of Panjera ro Seebnarain Surmah 
and Oloopnarain Surmah, theCutkennadars *, on condition of their paying 
to Mr. Chriſtie the above ſum of 22,000 rupees : he further declared, that 
Mr. Chriſtie, under various pretences, extorted from the above-ſaid Cut- 
| kennadar 25,900 rupees more; in all 47,000 rupees. In regard to the 
farm of Apole, he ſays, that he himſelf collected the rents, and received 
the profits, amounting to 9000 rupees ; but that this profit would have 
amounted to much more, had not 10,000 begas of land been taken from 
it by a grant which Mr. Chriſtie obtained from the late Preſident and 
Council, under pretence that it was waſte-land, Being queſtioned by me 
on this ſubje& he ſays, that ſpot was fully peopled, and that Mr. Chriſtie 
did drive off all the inhabitants for the purpoſe of making it a ſugar plan- 
tation, which he worked by Coolies PT. After they had been in poſſeſſion 
about 15 months of thele two farms, and had paid their rents regularly for 
them, Mr. Chriſtie did confine, not only the principal, but the ſecurity, 
as likewiſe the Cutkennadar; that he did detain them in confinement till 


December laſt, when the two mentioned perſons, Gocul Riſhnoo Pucka- 


raſſy, and Attaram Puckaraſſy, made their eſcape, but were taken at 
Dinagepore by Mr. John Graham, a writer of Mr. Chriſtie's, by whom they 
were conducted back again under a guard of 24 pikemen and a Sepoy : 
that being in this ſituation, they ſaw no proſpect of relief, but by applying 


for a habeas corpus to the Supreme Court of Judicature ; and having ob- 


tained the writ, they were releaſed the day before it was ſerved upon them 
by the a bove-named Mr. John Graham; he having firſt endeavoured to ob- 
tain fiom them a releaſe againſt any action they might bring againſt him 
for having ſo confined them. I deliver in the following copy of the writ 
as a proof they were confined.” 


Fort Williem) „ GEORGE. the Third by the Grace of God of Great Bri- 

in Bengal. 5 tain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and 
fo forth. To John Graham of Conſumar in the province of Bengal greeting: 
We command you that you have the body of Attaram Puckeraſſy, now ſaid 


to be confined in your cuſtody, by whatſoever name he is called, together 


with the day and cauſe of the taking and detaining him the ſaid Attaram 
Puckeraſſy, before Us, or one of the Juſtices of our ſupreme Court of Judi- 
cature at Fort William in Bengal at Calcutta aforeſaid, immediately after 
the receipt of this our writ, to do and receive what our ſaid Court of Juſtice 
mall then and there conſider of him in this behalf. Witneſs Sir Elija Im- 
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pey, knight, at Calcutta aforeſaid, the thirty-firſt day of January, in the 
fifteenth year of Our reign, | 


OE By the Court. . 
I.. S.“ (Signed) J. Px1TcHarD Clerk of the Crown, 

A. FRASER, Sealer, her 31ſt January 1775. | 

| | PrITCHARD, Attorney, 


Governor General, © T move that the proceedings of the Board in the 
public department, reſpecting Mr. Chriſtie's propoſals for the grant of 10,000 
Begas* of land for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a ſugar manufacture at Dinage- 
pore, be brought upon theſe proceedings; and that the whole of this in- 
quiry be taken down ſeparately from the reſt of the Conſultations, and, when 
concluded, entered entire.” „ 5 9 8 5 

This propoſition beipg agreed to, the proceedings of the public de- 
partment on this ſubject are accordingly entered as follows: N 


Extract of the Minute of Council, roth January, 1774. 


„ The Preſident lays before the Board the following minute and letter to 
him from Mr. Chriſtie, and deſires the opinion of the Board upon it; he 
wiſhes to encourage every undertaking which may either improve the ma- 
nufactures of the country, or introduce others which may afford more uſe- 
ful employment to the people, or bring a larger profit by commerce into 

it, than the arts already in common practice. The only objections which 
occur to him againſt the preſent propoſal are the admiſſion of European re- 
ſidents into the country, and the competition which may ariſe between Mr. 
Chriſtie and the arrack farmer, The former may be removed by allowing 
Mr. Chriſtie a farm of lands for a fixed term of years; at which time his 
property and rights ſhall revert to the Company; and by making it a con- 
dition that he ſhall be anſwerable for the conduct of his ſervants, that he 
ſhall not be allowed to employ the European ſervants for a longer term than 
a period ſufficient for ſetting on foot his works and inſtructing the natives, 
and that his leaſe ſhall be taken from him whenever the Board are diſſatisfied 
with his conduct; they themſelves determining the mode of appraiſement 
for his works, which ſhall be purchaſed by the Company. The 2d objec- 
tion may be obviated, by allowing him to ſell his rum, and rum only, in large 


quantities, but none by retail. The character of Mr. Chriſtie is the beſt 
recommendation of his propoſal. 


| Honourable Sir, 


Having for ſome time paſt reſided in the country, it was impoſſible to 
overlook the unſkilful and ſlovenly method that the natives uſe in almoſt 
every branch of agriculture, as well as their total ignorance of the powers and 
conſtruction of mills and other works of mechaniſm. Nothing can prove 
chis aſſertion more ſtrongly, than the preſent mode of ploughing their lands, 


About 366 acre: A Bega contains nearly 16,000 ſquare feet. 
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planting and cultivating the ſugar cane, extracting its juice, and refining 


the ſugar; in all theſe proceſſes they are moſt deficient, as likewiſe in the 
cultivation and cleaning of cotton, and to ſo great a degree, that theſe pro- 
vinces are obliged to apply to China and Batavia for the greateſt part of the 
refined ſugar, as well as arrack, and to foreign ſettlements for the cotton 
that we conſume, to the diminution of our ſpecie and the manifeſt loſs of 

this country. 
From the natives ignorance of diſtilling the jaggry, or moloſſes, into 


rum, or any other clean, good ſpirit, an unwholeſome and moſt pernicious 
liquor is produced, to the great hurt of the conſumers, and perhaps to the 


diminution of the inhabitants. To obviate theſe defects, I humbly preſume 
that nothing would tend more, than to form plantations for the above pro- 
duce on the plan purſued in the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands. When a work 
or two of this ſort was once eſtabliſhed, there is little room to doubt but 
that the natives would adopt the like proceſs, from a conviction of its ſu- 


periority, eſpecially as the lands would yield the Ryot a larger value, which 
would not only enable him to pay his rent the more eaſily, but might be 


the means of an increaſe to the Company's revenue. This premiſed, per- 
mit me to add, that I ſhould moſt willingly erect a work on the above mode 
in the Dinagepore province, provided that you are of opinion it is expedient; 


in which event I ſhould hope, Sir, to be favoured with your ſupport, as 


well as that of the honourable Board; without theſe it would be in vain for 


me to attempt it, and impoſſible: to ſtruggle through the difficulties that 
| muſt ariſe in this and every other new undertaking. Should this ſcheme be ſo 


fortunate as to be honoured with your approbation and protection, I have 
no doubt of its ſucceſs; to inſure which, I humbly apprehend it will be 
neceſſary to grant me the following aids, viz. | LY 

« 1{t, That articles, not exceeding 4000 ſicca rupees, be allowed me out 
of the Company's ſtores, at the Company's preſcribed price of retail vend ; 
they being chiefly articles which are not elſewhere procurable, 1 

„ 2d, That a Pottah for 10, ooo Begas of waſte or unoccupied land be 
granted for the works; for which full and ample ſatisfaction ſhall be made 
to the preſent Izardaar. 5 1 

« 3d, That ſuch lands as are put into canes or cotton ſhall not be ſubjected 
to any riſe of rent. . Ss 

« 4th, That the produce ariſing from the ſaid works be permitted to be 
ſold throughout the Company's territories, on paying the preſent duties. 

« 5th, That ſuch European ſervants as are abſolutely neceſſary, not exceed- 
ing three in number, for carrying on the buſineſs of making ſugar, rum, 
and cotton, be permitted to reſide on the plantations, they behaving peace- 


ably towards the natives. Thele are the principal articles that at preſent 


occur for which I muſt requeſt the aſſiſtance of Government; and ſhould 
any other ariſe during the eſtabliſhment of the foregoing plan, I fatter iny- 
felf that I ſhall be favoured with further ſupport. | 
Calcutta, the Jam, &c. 
Ach Dec. 1773, (Signed) JAMES CHRNISTIE.“ 
Ihe 
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The Board agree to comply with the iſt and 2d articles of Mr, Chriſ- 
tie's propoſals. 

To the 3d, agreed “ that 10,000 begas of land be granted him upon the 
terms he can ſettle with the preſent farmer, provided thoſe terms meet with 


the approbation of the Chief and Council at B on his obſer- 


vance of the following Conditions: 

4e That he ſhall, after the expiration of the preſent leaſe, pay punctually 
into the treaſury of Dinagepore the yearly rent which ſhall be ſtipulated be- 
tween the preſent farmer and him, as above; and that during the period of 
this leaſe of the farmers, he ſhall pay it regularly to the farmer,” ? 

To the 4th. © Agreed to on the footing mentioned in the Preſident's 
minute,” 

en th, Agreed to, e he delivers in their names od profeſſions, 

and that they be approved by the Board; and further, that he enter into an 


obligation to anſwer for their conduct; and that he oblige himſelf, upon 


any complaints, to bring them to anſwer before the Chief and Council of 


Dinagepore. 


« That he ſhall —_ ſtrictly with the above conditions, conform to all 


the public regulations of Government; and on his failure in either, his grant 
to be reſumable by the Company, upon their paying the firſt coſt of his 
works and improvements, according to a fair appraiſement.“ 


Ordered, That directions be given to Mr. Morris, the Company's at- 
torney, to draw up an agreement in form to the above effect; and that 
when it ſhall have been finally executed by the Board and Mr. Cbriſtie, a 


copy of it be tranſmitted, with the neceſſary directions on the ſubject, to the 


Chief and Council at Dinagepore. 


Extract of the Minute of Council, 70 Teneyuary 994. 


The Company's attorney having drawn out articles to be executed by 
Mr. Chriſtie, in conformity to the order in conſultation, the 10 ultimo, they 
are now read. 


Agreed, That they be tranſmitted, with the following letter, to Dina- 


gepore. 


Gs Wil iam Lambert, Eſq; Oc. 


© Gentlemen, 

e By the incloſed copy of the minutes of the 10th ultima, you will be 
fully informed of an application which has been made to us by Mr. James 
Chriſtie, for a grant of ſome waſte lands in your diſtrict, and of our reſolu— 
tions upon it. "We have therefore only to defire, you will conform to theſe 
reſolutions, and if the terms on which Mr. Chriſtie ſhall agree with the 
farmers are approved, that you immediately grant him a Pottah for I0,000 
Begas, according to the reſolution above referred to. We further incloſe a 


7 blank 
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blank obligation, including all the other conditions of Mr. Chriſtie's 
grant, which is to be filled vp and regularly executed when the Pottah ſhall 
be delivered to him. 

True extract. 

F ort William, | 


the 7th Feb. 1774. (signed) J. P. AURIOL, Aff. Seer. 


General Clavering. wo move, that the people whom 1 The befor e Motion for the 
mentioned may be called in!? | petitioners to be 


This motion being agreed to, Attaram Puckerafſy is accordingly called in. 
Ordered he be. ſworn. 

Mr. Barwell. Il object to the oath being adminiſtred.“ 

The General propoſes the following queſtions to be put to him. 

« ueſtion. What is your profeſſion ? 

% Anſwer, I am a Banian. 

% Oueſtion, Whoſe Banian? 

« Anſwer. Mr. Chriſtie'ss 

« Oueſtion. 'When.was-you Mr. Chriſtie's Banian ? 

« Anſwer. When Mr. Chriſtie went into the hills to cut timber, I was 
his Banian. 
AQueſtion. Was you farmer or — for the Purgunnab of Panjera 
and Apole ? 

„ Anſwer. I was ſecurity for both. | 

« Oucſtion. Security for whom? 

% Anſwer. Gocul Kiſſen Puckeraſſy cook the Pottah /for both Purgun- 
nahs, and I was ſecurity for him. 

Queſtion. Did Gocul Kiſſen Puckeraſſy take theſe farms for himſelf, 
or for any other perſon? _ 

« Anſwer. We took them for him, they were neither for himſelf alone 
or for me, but on both our accounts. 

« Oueſtion, Repeated. 

« Anſwer. He took them both on our accounts. 

« 2ueſtion, On whoſe accounts? 

„ Anſwer. On my account and Mr. Chriſtie's. 

« Ouetion, What concern had Mr. Chriſtie in theſe farms? 

« Anſwer. The committee neither knew me or my brother; Mr. Chriſtie 
recommended us, and got the Mehal * for us; Mr. Chriſtie was at expence, 
as well as myſelf and my brother. 

« Oveſtion. What profit or ſhare had Mr. Chriſtie in the farm? 

« Anſwer. Panjera, which ſub-farmed to two other perſons, yielded 
22,000 rupees profit, in three years; the whole of which was given to Mr. 
Chriſtie; the other Purgunnah was Khas +, the collections of which were 
made by my Gomaſtah. 

« Queſtion. Did you under. let to a Cutkinadar the farm of Panjera ? 


»The diſtrict, of land, + Seized into the hands of Government. 
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« Anſwer. I did to two perſons, 
« Oueſtion, What were they to give you? 
« Anſwer. 22,000 rupees profit. 
« Oweſtion, Did Mr. Chriſtie content himſelf with this 22,000 rupees 
profit, or did he take more ? 
% Anſwer, He was at firſt contented with the terms of the leaſe ſub. 
farmers *, but afterwards, having made himſelf acquainted with the ſtate of 
the country, took a larger ſum from them. 
« Queſtion. Do you know to what amount? 
« Anſwer. The Cutkinadars will themſelves ſoon give in a petition, 
with the accounts I have heard, that they mean to charge Mr. Chriſtie with 
the receipt of 25,000 rupees, above the terms of the agreement. | 
 _ «. Oeſtion, Who collected the rents of the Purgunnah Apole ? 
« Anſwer. My Gomaſtah. 
« OPuetion, On whoſe account? 
* Anſwer. On account of the Company. 
« OAveſtion., What profit did you make by it? 
« Anſwer. 9go0o rupees in the firſt year. , 
« Queſtion. Was the grant of the land which Mr. Chriſtie obtained for 
10,000 Begas, taken from the Purgunnah of Apole? _ 
« Anſwer, It was. 
« Oneſtion. Was that part which was granted to Mr. Chriſtie cultivated 
and peopled? 
« Anſwer, It was cultivated to a degree; b were people upon it; 
| | there was likewiſe a portion of it which was waſte ground. 
| « Oueſtion. When the land was taken from you, Was any ſatisfaction 
| made to you for it ? 
þ % Anſwer. None. 
1 6 en, What became of the Ryotts where they were ſuffered to 
5 remain? 
« Anſwer. The Ryotts that were upon the ground were driven amar, 
| becauſe it was rendered capable of culture. 5 
| « O9yeſtion. To what vſe did Mr. Chriſtie appropriate this land ? 
| ©« Anſwer, He plowed it, and cultivated it. 
| « Oweſtion, With what people did he cultivate it? 
| | « Anſwer. By Coolies and by robbers, which were brought from Rung- 
| Ore. | 
| & Oveſtion. Were you diſpoſſeſſed of theſe farms? 
« Anſwer. 1 was ſent to Dinagepore and confined, and he ſeized upon 
the farms. 
« ueſtion. What reaſon did he give for confining you ? 
« Jnjwer. He aſſigned no reaſon; Mr. Graham told me, if I would 
give a releaſe of the farm, and return into the ſervice of Mr. Chriſtie, I 
ould be ſer at liberty. 
„ Qucſtion. How long was you confined ? 


* Stncs ſo in the copy received from India, 
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« Ayſwer. Eighteen months. 

« Queſtion. In what manner was you confined? ? 

«©« Anſwer, Mr. Chriſtie wrote to Mr. Robertſon, who placed me under 
the charge of the Cutwal “, and five Pikes F were by him placed over me. 

« Qusſtion. Did you make your eſcape from your confinement? 

« Anſwer. No; I was eleven months in confinement when Mr, Chriſtie 
returned to Dinagepore, and took me along with him to Caunſuma ? 

« Oyeſtion, Did you not eſcape from Caunſuma to Dinagepore? 

% Anſwer. No; ; I heard of the arrival of the gentleman, and ſet off with 
an intention of coming from Caunſuma to Calcutta; Mr, Graham ſent twenty 

Pikes, and they ſeized upon me and put me under the charge of a Sepoy 
and three Hircarrahs. 

« Oveftion. How came you at laſt to obtain your liberty? 
cc Anſwer. My younger brother was here, and complained in the ſupreme 
court of judicature, and obtained a warrant; a day before the writ arrived 

Mr. Graham had releaſed me. 

« Nueſtion. When Mr. Graham releaſed you, did he not aſk a. releaſe 
from you? 
« Anſwer, Yes. —He did demand an acquittal from me to reſign the 
farm and return into the ſervice of Mr. Chriſtie. 
« Oueſtion, When was this acquittal demanded ? 
«© Anſwer. The day before the warrant arrived. 


« Yueftion, For what purpoſe or meaning was the acquittal to TP given ? 
_« Anſwer. That I ſhould have no connection with the farm, that it 
| ſhould belong to Mr. Chriitie, 
 « Oueſtion, Is the farm of Panjera well peopled and cultivated ? | 

ee Anſwer. No—great many of the people are run away.—lIt was not 
cultivated, the people run away ſhortly after I took the farm. 

« Queſtion. Were Pottahs given to the Ryotts ? 

« Anſwer. They were given to thoſe who newly came on the adn; 
the old ones continued to cultivate on their old Pottahs. 

« Oueſtion, Was N more collected from the Ryotts than bat is 
allowed by the Pottahs ? 

4 Anſwer. Larger ſums were collected which occaſioned the Ryotts to 
run away. 

cc Question. How many villages were on thoſe 10, ooo Begas, and what 
were their names? 5 

« Anſwer. How can I tell; I was retained in confinement when the 
lands were taken? How is it poſſible then for me to anſwer this queſtion ? 

* Queſtion, How many villages were there betore you were confined at 
any other time? 

* Anſwer. The lands were taken in that year in which I was confined ; 
before that, he had not cultivated it. 

Queſtion. Was it cultivated in 78 or 79 ? 
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« Ayſwer. It was cultivated the year after I took the farm. 
« Yueſticn. Before you took the farm, was it jungle, was it puteet, or 
was it cultivated ? 
_« Anſwer, It was ſome part jungle and flue part calrivned. 
„ Oueſtion, How many of theſe 10, ooo Begas were cultivated ? 
«© Anſwer. The papers reſpecting the lands are in the Mofuſſil. How 
can I anſwer to queſtions cf this nature? 
« Yueftion, How much would this land have been worth to you had 
you retained poſſeſſion of it? 
LAnſwer. There was ſome parts jungle, I cannot ſay how much; the 
papers are in the Mofuſſil, bur I have heard from a Gomaſtah, that by the 
plantation of mulberries 14,000 rupees might be made from it. 
Queſtion. What is the Gomaſtah's name. 
* Anſwer. Sebo Muſtapha. 
Queſtion. Where is he? 
Anſwer. In the Purgunnah. 
% Oueſtion, Who with? 
e Anſwer, He collects the revenues of the lands; Mr. Chriſti ap- 
pointed him to the management of the lands.” 
Seebnarain Surma being called in, is ſworn. . 
* ᷓNQueſtion. How much profit did you agree to give to Mr. Chriſti, or 
to the head-farmer for the Purgunnah of Paryera ? | 
_« Anſwer. 22,001 rupees. 
% 9ueſtion, Did Mr. Chriſtie exact any more from you than this 22,001 
rupees? | | 
10 Anſwer. He did. 
% Queſtion. To what amount? 
« Anſwer. 23, 427 rupees 7 
«© Oneſtion. Did you pay your malguzary to the Farmer or to Govern- 
ment? 
„ Anſwer. I did not pay my malguzary to the Farmer, I paid it to 
Government. 
« Oeſtion. Did you pay it regularly ? 
_« Anſwer, I paid the whole of the amount, beſides what I agreed to 
pay to Mr. Chriſtie. 
** Queſtion. To Altaram. Did you pay your rents regularly to 
Government? 
« Anſwer, I did. I call upon the records of the Council to prove it. 
* Oueſtion. You have ſaid, you don't know why you was :—on what 
pretext was you confined ? 
 « Ayfwwer. I don't know for certain. Mr. Robertſon confined me on 
account of a demand which Mr. Chriſtie made on me for 20,000 rupees ; 
bur 1t was afterwards proved, an Aumeen having been appointed to inquire 
into it, that only 23 rupees were due.) | 
Agreed the Provincial Council of Dinagepore be written to as . 
0 
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To Mr. William Harwood, Chief, &c. Proviucial Council of Re- 
_ venue at Dinagepore. 9 | 
&« Gentlemen, 


« We have received your letter of the 22d February, regarding the 
ſecurity of the Farmer of the Purgunnahs Apole and Panjera, who has 
preſented a petition to us on the ſame ſubject, of which we tranſmit you a 
copy, as well as of a petition from the under farmer of Panjera. They 
have alſo ſet forth, that Mr. Chriſtie, in addition to the ſum of 22,000 
rupees, which the under farmer of Panjera had agreed to pay him, forcibly 
collected from thence, at different times, the ſum of 25,427 8 rupees. 

« The ſecurity for the farmer of Apole has likewiſe alleged, that Mr. 


Chriſtie, under pretence that a part of the country was waſte land, which 


was well peopled and proper for culture, drove off the inhabitants to make 
it a ſugar plantation. He further declares, that the farmer of this Pur- 
gunnah, as well as himſelf and the under farmer of Panjera, were confined 
near eighteen months, and that he was only releaſed from his laſt confine- 


ment the day before a warrant arrived from the ſupreme court of judi- 


cature. „„ l 

« We require of you to inform us what you know concerning theſe tranſ- 
actions; we deſire to receive a copy of the proceedings of your Dewanny 
Adawlut, on the complaints for which Gocul Puckeraſſy, Attaram Pucker- 


aſſy, and Seebnarain Surma were confined; and to know by what means, 
and under what authority, Mr. Chriſtie was put in poſſeſſion of the farms 
of Panjera and Apole, the Pottah for which was granted in the name of Gocul 


Kiſno Puckeraſſy. 


«© We deſire alſo you will acquaint us, in what manner Mr. Chriſtie was. 


put in poſſeſſion of the 10,000 Begas of land, granted for the manufacture 
of ſugar; what was the ſtate and. condition of this land, and whether any 
compenſation was made to the farmer for this land, agreeably to the orders 
of the Board, and whether any ſecurity was taken from Mr. Chriſtie for the 


the conduct of his European ſervants, agreeably to the conditions of his 


grant, 
| We are, &c. TY 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
Fort William, 25th J. CLAVERING. 
of April, 1775. GEO. MONSON. 
RICH. BARWELL» 
Ex“. per A. Montgomerie. P. FRANCIS? _ 


Fort 
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Fort I/ illiam, the 28th of April, 1775. 


AT A COUNCIL, 
PRESENT, 


The Hon. WARREN HasTinGs, Eſq; Governor Genet, Preſident. 
Lieutenant Gen. JounN CLAVERINO. 
The Hon. Gro. Monson, 
Rich. BARWELL, Eſq; 
PaiLie Francis, Eſq, 


Reſuming the conſideration of the letter from Dinagepore of the 22d 
February, 5 
Reſolved, That the Jemand be made on the farmer and ſecurity, for the 
balance due from the Purgunnahs of Panjera and Apole, and if it _ 
appear, that the Provincial Council of Dinagepore either actually 
poſſeſſion of theſe farms to Mr. Chriſtie, or permitted him to take — 
ſeſſion of them, that in either caſe, a ſuit be inſtituted againſt him in the 
ſvpreme court, in the name of the Company, for the balance; and that 
the farm be granted with the reſt of the Zemindary, from the beginning 
of the preſent year, to the Rajah of Dinagepore. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do iſſue the neceſſary directions to the Roy 
Royan, to demand the balance due from the farmer, and ſecurity on account 
of the Purgunnahs of Panjera and Apole. 


Agreed, We write the following letter to the Provincial Council of 
Dinagepore: 


To Mr. William Harwsod, Chief, Sc. Provincial Council of Revenue 


at Dinagepore. 
cc « Gentlemen, 


« We direct that you put the Rajah of Dinagepore in poſſeſſion of the 
Purgunnahs of Panjera and Apole, from the beginning of the preſent year, 
together with the reſt of his Zemindary. 


We are, &c. 
Fort William, | 


28th April 1778. | | 
Or WARREN HASTINGS. 
J. CLAVERING. 
GEO. MONSON. 
P. FRANCIS.” 


Fort 
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Fort William, the 9th June, 1775. 
AT A COUNCIL, 
PRESEN T, 
The Hon. Warrzn HasTinGs, Eſq; Governor General, Preſident, 
Lieutenant Gen. Joun CLaveriING. 
The Hon. Gzo. Monson. 


Rien. BARwELL, Eſq; 
 PrzLite Francis, Eſq, 


Read and anproved the ſeparate proceedings of the 28th April, re- 
garding the Purgunnahs of Panjera and Apole. 

Read the following letter and encloſures from the Provincial Council of 
Dinagepore. 


To the Hon. Warren Haſtings, 2090 Governor General, Ge. | Council of 
| Revenue al Fort William. 


Hon. Sir and Sirs, 


&« In compliance with your commands of the 2 „th hie accompanying 
the petition of Aitaram, Puckeraſſy, and the Kutkinadars of Panjera 
Purgunnah, we beg leave to refer you to the encloſed extracts from our 
conſultations, which contain all the information it has been in our power 
to collect regarding them and Mr. Chriſtie, 

We are, Ec. 
Dinagepore, | | 
the 12th May, 1775. EE | 
(Signed) W. HARWOOD. 
b W. ROOKE. | 
HERBERT HARRIS. 
GEO. ROBERTSON, 
A. B. GOODLAD. 
FRANCIS GLADWIN.” 


Buran EA the procecdings of the Council of Revenue, beld at Dinagepore the 
24 of May, 1775. 


Read, the Hon. the Governor General and Council of Revenue's letter 
(and encloſures) dated the 25th u/timo, 
The Board having attentively conſidered the above, obſerve, 
1/t, That, it has been commonly reported, the farms Apole and Pan- 
Jera were intended for the advantage of Mr. Chriſtie, and held by him! i 
8 the 
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the name of Attaram Puckeraſſy his ſervant; becauſe it was forbidden by 
a public regulation, that Europeans ſhould held farms. Demand«s for the 
revenue were made upon, and the Chellans* accompanying remittances, 
ſigned by Attaram Puckeraſſy, or by others in his name. 

d, That Mr. Chriſtie never was put in poſſeſſion of Apole and Pan- 
jera by any authority whatſoever. In conſequence of diſputes between him 
and Attaram Puckeraſſy, Mr. Chriſtie took the management of the farms 
from him, but this circumſtance came to the knowledge of the Board from 
report only: Puckeraſſy never complained of his being under any confine- 
ment; nor do the proceedings of the Dewannee Adawlut, which have been 
referred to for this purpoſe, mention any thing relative to it. 

« 3d, That as no adjuſtment of the accounts of theſe Purgunnahs has 
taken place, it is impoſble to ſay what revenue Mr. Chriſtie has collected 
this year; a balance of rupees 18, 68 5 is now due. It appears by a Waſſalaut 
account found in the Aumeen Pufter I, that excluſive of Malguzarry 5, paid 
to Government, Mr. Chriſtie received from Panjera in 117, a profit of 
rupees 6,529 5 10. and in 1180, rupees 11,961 7. The private agree- 
ment between him and Puckeraſſy, and what ſhare of the advantages the 
latter was to have had for his trouble and oltealivilty, never came to their 
knowledge. 

« That with reſpect to the grant of 10,000 begas of land, which Mr. Chriſtie 
was to have had for the purpoſe of manufacturing ſugar, the Board were 
publickly adviſed of his having marked off that quantity in the Purgunnah 
of Apole, and of his having agreed with the farmers for it, at the rate of 
_ rupees 201 per annum; bur as that ſum was not judged by any means an 
equivalent rent for ſo large a tract of land, an Aumeen was ſent to examine 
into the late produce and value of it; but having been refuſed acceſs to the 
neceſſary MoffuMl | papers, from which alone he could make the report ex- 
pected from his appointment, he returned to Dinagepore, with the mea- 
ſurement of the land only, and the villages where it was ſituated ; but as the 
greateſt part of it was not in cultivation at the time he was on the ſpor, he 
made no valuation of its rent. Mr. Chriſtie, having taken upon himſelf the 
management of the revenue of this Purgunnah, in conſequence of its being 
farmed in the name of his ſervant, ſtill retains the 10, ooo begas of land, 
which he marked off for himſelf, but has never been put in poſſeſſion by 
any public authority, and of courſe has never executed the obligation co 
cerning his European ſervants. 

gt, Mr. Chriſtie did remove ſeveral Ryotts who reſided in the limits of 
the 10, ooo begas; but what e he made them, is not known to 
this Board. 

« As we are deſirous 6f giving the honourable Governor General and 

Council the molt exact information in our power on the ſubject of their letter 
no before us; and as the circumſtances of Attaram Puckeraſly's diſpute 


K Specification of the Fariucu! 'ars of remittance, t An account of agreements, pe 
and belanczs, Office of the Superviſor of the Revenue. 
Land Revenue, f Papers of the Office of Collection. 
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with Mr, Chriſtie, and the confinement of the former, happened during the 
courſe of Mr. Robertſon's collectorſhip.“ 

Agreed, He be requeſted to acquaint us with ſuch particulars as occur to 
him: upon which Mr. Robertſon delivers in the following minute: 

« Before 1 anſwer to thoſe parts of Attaram Puckeraſſy's depoſi- 
tion which particularly reſpect me, it will be neceſſary to remark, that pre- 
vious to my taking charge of the collectorſnip of Dinagepore, I had been 
informed, that though the farms of Apole and Panjera ſtood let in the names 
of Gocul and Attaram Puckeraſſy, yet that theſe farms in fact were let to 
Mr. Chriſtie, his ſervants being only the nominal and oſtenſible holders. 
Acquainted with this circumſtance, frequently referred trifling complaints 
to Mr. Chriſtie's deciſion (as I indeed did to moſt farmers who reſided in 
the Mofuſſil, it being always my ſtudy to avoid bringing people from the 
country during the time of collection); at length accumulated accuſations 
being brought to me againſt the Cutkinadars of Panjera, :I ordered them 
to Dinagepore. When they arrived, I found the buſineſs ſo various and com- 
plicared, that to have examined it minutely myſelf, would have required 
more time than at that ſeaſon could be ſpared from the material duties of 
my ſtation. I nominated one Bergo Mohun Boſe to inquire into the dil- 
putes, which he accordingly did, and reported moſt of them either not 

ſupported, ill grounded, or entirely falſe ; however, the Ryotts ſtiil perſiſt- 
ed in requiring further evidences to be brought from the Purgunnah, and 
freſh accuſations coming daily, I judged it adviſable to ſend Sunker Goſe 
and Camdeb Goſt, to inveſtigate the matter upon the ſpot ; a waſſalat was 
made in conſequence; you will find it, Gentlemen, recorded in the Aumeen 
Darter.: 7 = 

Thus much premiſed of my knowledge of the Panjera diſputes, and the 
meaſures I purſued to prevent any oppreſſion, or undue influence prevailing 
in the Purgunnah, I ſhall proceed to anſwer the aſſertions which Attaram 
has made in relation to his confinement at Dinagepore. In the month of Sep- 
tember or October 1773, Mr. Chriſtie, in order to have all his accounts 
with Attaram, &c. finally ſettled, (the which I underſtood he refuſed doing 
in an equitable manner at Panjerah) ſent them to Dinagepore under a guard; 
knowing Attaram had been a long time in Mr. Chriſtie's ſervice, and that 
there were many accounts unadjuſted betwixt them, I did not ſcruple con- 
fining him till Mr. Chriſtie ſhould ſupport his accuſations before the Court 
of Dewanny Adaolet; he remained there a ſhort time, when Mr. Chriſtie, 
inſtead of taking any further ſteps towards a proſecution in form, ſet off for 
Calcutta; Attaram was then permitted to go about Dinagepore under the 
reſtraint of Pikes, who had no further power over him than to prevent his 
leaving Dinagepore without my knowledge; indeed I ſhould not have heſi- 
tated ſetting him entirely at liberty, but that for a ſpace of many months 
Mr. Chriſtie was daily expected to return to Dinagepore : he at length 
made his appearance about the end of April or beginning of May laſt 
1774, When a reconciliation took place, and they both returned latisfied to 
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Panjera; whether Mr. Chriſtie or Atteram failed in their promiſes, I know 
not; or for what cauſe, or where he was afterwards put under reſtraint, As 
to Gocul Puckeraſſy, I do not ever remember ſeeing him till a few weeks 
ago, when he was on his way to releaſe his brother.“ 

Agreed, that a Py of the above minute, together with extracls from 
our Proceedings, viz. 

In conſultation 4th November 1774, 22d February, 14th March, 4th, 
11th, and 18th April 1775, as well as copies of the Chief's letter to Mr. 
Chriſtie, and of his Anſwer, in conſultation 25th April, with the Board's re- 


mark thereon, be tranſmitted to the honourable Governor General and 
Council of Revenue at Fort William. 


A true extract. NU 25 
(Signed) P. SP EK E, 


985 Secretary. 
eee 2d May 1775. 


Extraci of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue, held 
| at Dinagepore the 4th November 1774. 


PRESENT, 


NICHOLAS GRUEBER, Eſa; Preſident. 
Meſſrs. HERBERT HARRIS, 
S GEORGE ROBERTSON, 
G. G. DUCARREL, 
"AB. GOODLAD; 
FRANCIS GLADWIN. 


Read the following letter from Mr. James Chriſtie : 


To Nicholas G ueber, Eſq, Chief, &c. Provincial Council at Dinagepore. 
« Gentlemen, 


In conformity to the orders of the honourable Board, I have the ho- 
nour to lay before you the agreement entered into with the Tzardars of Apole 
Purgunnah, for the quantity of waſte land that Government have been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to grant unto me, and which, I flatter myſelf, will meet with 
your approbation. 


I remain with great reſpe&, 


(gde) JAMES CHRISTIE.” 
Dinagepore, 27th October 1775. 


«« Be it known hereby, chat I have granted Mr. James Chriſtie, in the 
years 1181 Bengal Stile this Pottah of 10,000 begas of waſte land, for the 
cultivation of Jute, &c. together with the Haut Pauch Beeby in the Pur- 
gunnah of Apole Sircar Panjera, for which he is annually to pay the Jumma 


of 


„ 
of 201 rupees Fooley *, together with the charges of Boty Beeſtee, in conſi- 
deration of which, he is entitled to cultivate the land, and receive the pro- 
duce ariſing from it. 

(Signed) _ GOCUL KISHEN SIRM AH.“ 


25th Cartic, 1181. 


The Board, in conſequence of Mr, Chriſtie's application, refer to the 
orders of the honourable the Preſident and Council on this ſubject, under 
date the 7th February 1774, entered in conſultation of the 22d March. 

They find that the honourable the Preſident and Council have been 
pleaſed to direct that 10,000 begas of land be granted to Mr. Chriſtie upon 
the terms he can ſettle with the preſent Farmer, provided thoſe terms meet 
with the approbation of the Chief and Council of Dinagepore, upon certain 
conditions entered into between the honourable Company and the ſaid Mr. 
James Chriſtie. ” = 

The Board in conſequence take into conſideration the agreement between 
Mr. Chriſtie and the Farmers of Apole Purgunnah, now laid before them; 
they are of opinion, that previous to giving their approbation thereto, it is 
neceſſary for them to take the following precautions on the part of Govern- 
ment. 1 5 | 
That an Aumeen be appointed on the part of the Canongoe to proceed 
to the Purgunnah of Apole, to examine into the ſtate of the land which the 
Farmer has agreed to rent to Mr. Chriſtie. 5 | 
That the Aumeen be directed to enquire whether it is waſte land as 
ſpecified in the agreement or otherwiſe. 5 | 

That the quantity is 10,000 begas, and no more, to be aſcertained by 
a fneaſurement. „ 

« That the Aumeen in queſtion do aſcertain the boundaries by ſuch known 
marks and limits as may prevent any future encroachment, and ſerve as a 
rule to decide any diſpute which may hereafter ariſe on this ſubje& between 
Mr. Chriſtie and the Zemindar of Dinagepore, or neighbouring tenants.” 

And the Board (taking into further conſideration, that the agreement 
made with the Farmer of the rent of Mr. Chriſtie's grant, affects the Farmer 
only for the term of his own leaſe, on the expiration of which, Mr. Chriſtie 
becomes an immediate tenant of Government) think it neceſſary the Au- 
meen be alſo directed to examine into the value of the waſte land in queſtion, 
and the medium rent of ſuch lands in that Purgunnah, and report the ſame, 
together with the foregoing particulars, to the Board, when they will pro- 
ceed to determine on the agreement. | 

Reſolved, That the Chief be requeſted to order an Aumeen on the part 
of the Canongoe to proceed to the Purgunnah of Apole for the purpoſes 
before mentioned; and that he be furniſhed with inſtructions agreeable to the 
reſolutions of the Board which are to be entered on this day's proceedings. 

And that a Perwannah be written to the farmer of Apole, acquainting 
him with the Aumeen's appointment, and the inſtructions given to him. 


About 20 J. Sterling, 


3 A 2 Inſtruftions 
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Inſtrufions to the Aumeen, 


* You are to proceed without loſs of time to the Purgunnah of Apole, 
| where the farmer will point out to you 10,000 Begas of ground which he has 
engaged to rent to Mr. Chriſtie. Being arrived on the ſpot, you will par- 
ticularly examine whether the ſaid ground 1s waſte and jungle land, or whe- 
ther it is in a ſtate of cultivation; you will inquire whether it has ever been 
cultivated, and how long it is ſince it was in that ſtate; you will meaſure 
it, ſee that no larger portion than 10,000 Begas are allotted to Mr. Chriſtie, 
and fix the boundaries in ſuch manner as to obviate any diſputes hereafter 
between the Sircar and the farmer; you will aſcertain the value of this land 
agreeable to the cuſtom and rate of the Purgunnah, and point out what 
annual revenue you think an equivalent to Government for the ſame; and 


having acquainted yourſelf fully and explicitly with all theſe particulars, you 
will return without loſs of time and report the ſame. 


« Conſidering theſe orders as preſſing, you will act accordingly.” 


Agreed, the Secretary acknowledge Mr. Chriſtie's letter, and furniſh him 
wich a copy of the above E eelolution, 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Pr ovincral Council of Revenue held 
at Dinagepore, the 92d of February 1775. 


PRESENT 


3 Mr. WILLIAM HARWOOD, Chief, 
WILLIAM ROOKE, 
Meſs, HERBERT HARRIS, 
GEORGE ROBE RTSON, 
LA. B. GOODLAD. 


The Chief informs the Board, that he is acquainted by the Vakeels of 
Apole and Panjera, that Attavam Puckeraſſy, the ſecurity for the revenue 
of thoſe Purgunnahs, has, within theſe few days, been carried to Calcutta by 
virtue of a warrant from rhe Supreme Court of Judicature. He further 
adds, that the balance due from thoſe Purgunnahs amounts to upwards of 
20,000 rupees, and requeſts to know what ſteps they think it will be proper 
to take for recovering this balance, as well as for the future management of 
the farm. The Vakeels being called upon, acquaint the Board, chat Atta- 
ram Puckaraſſy was carried away without their ſeeing him; that they are 
informed he has for ſome time paſt had no charge in the Purgunnahs, but 
that the farms are managed by the ſervants of Mr. Chriſtie. As neither Mr. 
Chriſtie, his ſervants, the oſtenſible farmer, or his ſecurity, are preſent, to 
give the Board any information into the above circumſtances, and as they 
do not think proper, at this late ſeaſon of the year, to fend a Sezawill “ i into 


* An officer to collect the revenues, the ſame as a Taſildar. 
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65 


the Purgunnahs, or otherwiſe to charge themlelves with the management 
of them, 

Agreed, We addreſs theHonourable the Governor-general and Council of 
Revenue on this ſubject. Vide letter dated 22d February, 1773“. 


Extrat of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue, held 
at Dinagepore the 14th March 1775. 


. 


Mr. WILLIAM HARWOOD, Chief, 
WILLIAM ROOKR E, 
HERBERT HARRIS. 

GEORGE ROBERTSON, 

A. GOOD 


The Chief acquaints the Board, that in conſequence of the many com- 

plaints which have been preferred to him againſt the people employed in the 
collection of the revenues in Purgunnah Apole, he ſent a Perwannah to Sebu 
Muſtapha the Taſildar there, to bring two people (whom it was repreſented 
had been confined in irons for a year and a half on account of their balances) 
rogether with a particular account of the demands againſt them, that the 
merits of the cafe might be inquired into: the two men have been arrived 
ſome days, but Muſtapha has refuſed to ſend any complaint, or to furniſh 
any account againſt them; that from what he has learnt, there is no crime 
to be laid to their charge; and as Muſtapha has neglected to ſend any per- 
fon to attend their examination, he has directed their irons to be taken off, 
and has ſet them at liberty. 
The Chief further informs the Board, that there ate fourteen others, 
who were formerly men of ſome repute, in the fame circumſtances with 
thoſe he has juſt mentioned, and as he judges the keeping ſo many men 
in ſuch a rigorous confinement, without allowing them the benefit of a fair 
hearing, to be an act of great injuſtice, he propoſes, with the approbation of the 
Board, to ſend for them all to Dinagepore, that the cauſes of ſuch treatment 
may be inquired into. The Kutkinadars and Ryots of Panjera are likewiſe 
come in great multitudes to complain of the ſeverities exerciſed over them 
by the Taſildars F there; and as the collections in the Mofuſſil are now at an 
end, the Chief propoſes to ſend for the Kutkinadars, that their accounts may 
undergo an examination, and that a ſtop may be put to thoſe oppreſſions. 

The Board entirely approve the ſteps the Chief has taken, to releaſe from 
confinement the two perſons who he apprehends have been unjuſtly detained 
by Sebu Muſtapha, the Taſildar of Apole. At the ſame time they cannot help 
expreſſing their aſtoniſhment and entire diſapprobation of Muſtapha's conduct, 
in preſuming to put in confinement any perſon without the expreſs orders of 
the Board, or the authority of the Court of Adawlet. They therefore agree 


Page 233. + Collectors of the revenues. 


Meſſrs. 


with 


I 


with the Chief that the fourteen other perſons who are now in confinement, 
ſhould immediately be ſent for with their papers to the Sudder, and requeſt 
that when they have been fully and particularly examined 1 into, he will report 
them to the Board. 

In regard to the number of Kutkinadars and Ryots who are come 
to prefer complaints againſt the Taſildars of Panjera, the Board imagine, 
that ſuch complaints will be found upon examination to proceed more from 

a view of gaining time in the ſettlement of their accounts with the farmers, 
and to avoid payment of the balances which may be due from them, than 
from any real act of oppreſſion they have ſuffered. They, however, agree 


with the Chief in the neceſſity of examining into their Sornpiaints and re- 
queſt he will take meaſures * 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Providial Council of Revenue, 
held at Dinagepore the 4th of April 177 5. 


PRESENT, 


Mr. WILLIAM H AR WOOD, Chief, 
Meſſrs. WILLIAM ROOK E, 
HERBERT HARRIS, 
GEORGE ROBERTSON, 
A. B. GOODLAD, 
FRANCIS GLADWIN. 


The Chief informs the Board, that the Aumeen who was ſent to A- 
pole by their order, under date 4th November laſt, for the purpoſe of mea- 
ſuring and valuing the 10,000 begas of ground intended to be granted by 
Government to Mr. Chriſtie, 1s returned : That he has meaſured the 10,000 
begas pointed out to him by the farmer; but that he has been abſolutely 
refuſed a ſight of any papers that could tend to enable him to form a judg- 
ment of their value, and ſubmits the Aumeen's report, ſpecifying the names 
of the villages and different kinds of ground for the information of the 
Board. 
- Ordered, That the Aumeen's report be entered, i that the Secretary 
do inform Mr. Chriſtie, that until the value of the ground is properly aſ- 
certained, the Board cannot give him that title to it which he required, 


Aumeen's 


1 


„ I Uftada Ze- | Abad Ze- 
8 Report; 24 meen. meen. 
Kiflexpore,, - 8 234 7 | 
Purlea, - - - 204 10 IS 4 
Goateoor, - - - 82 6 
Puraunee Aupole, - ] 502 9 | 84 6 
Ritterpoor, - 8 93 2 | 59 8 
Tazpoor, 9 — 109 1 3 
2 - - 166 5 28 9 
Gowrungpore, - - 83 9 
 Mooraidpoor, - - 21 © 
Abejarbaad, - -| 5 15 
Utterrurrer, — 1 
Sheebpore, - 64 15 | 
Nogon - 8 42 © 
B - 182 6 3.0 
Parbuthypore, - 2 0-4 
Chuckgunnis, „ 9 2 + - 
Chuckhurry Rams - < 22 © |] 
Gungaratty, = . 35 12 | 
Poohley, - |. $2 13 
Jutebatta, - i 
Shaumpore, — 197 12 
Bhattah, - |. $01 12 
Polecalegong, = „„ 
Chockkiſnerraſmm 38 4 
 Chuckjumaul, =» . 13 13 5 17 
Bogru, . - 270 10 | | 
Narrainpore, - |. 160-81 
Buſtnodaher, - . $8 8 
Nurrypoor, - - 97 13 
Dammaguſpoor, - - 10 6 
Ballegotta, - - 290 te} 
Bulrampoor, „ 54 1 
Duluezpoor, - - 147 3 
Burmoneeca, - — 120 18 
Bagwanpore, - 123 4 
Currimpore, - - 40 © 
Chaacbangar, = 131 16 
Pottabooka, - - 306 17 
Chuckſitpore, . - 5 3 
Bermoneeca, - 161 67 
Chulamonicka, - - 181 11 
Kiltnapore, - - 87 19 | 
Dummudurpore, = - 136 6 
Beekahha, - - 27 11 
Mirreah Burramonoha, 4 1 
Merreah Chutamonaka, 8 15 
Hellcund, - *]- -$14- $ 
Nurroah, - - * 
Nullwanny, - - 196 17 
Chuccellwanny, - . 71 13 
Bogonautpoor, = 280 17 
Nachmee, 9 -| 169 Ig 
Comergong, - #43848 
Chuck Govind Mud Cour, 249 7 
Beenoodpoor, - - 122 © 
Chuck Boode, + = 39 16 3 
Chuck Dudderah, - ICO 13 
Bundar, - - 428 13 2 
Syde Ahmedpoor, - 96 16 4 
Durker, — - 735 11 
Syddolee, - -| 1028 114 
Total, | 10,000 o of[198 5 | 


— 


Thuſh. 


eree. 


12 0 


29 2 


160 5 | 
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To Mr. James Chriſtie. 
« STR, 
The Aumeen ſent by the Board, to aſcertain the valve of the ground 
you have meaſured off in the Purgunnah of Apole, having reported that he 
was denied a ſight of the papers neceſſary for that purpoſe, I am directed to 


inform you, that until ſuch value is properly aſcertained, they cannot gant 
you the title you require. 


cc 


Jam, &c. 
Dinagepore, 4th April, 1775. (Signed) P, . Sec. 


Extract of the Priverdings 9 the Provincial Council of Revenue held 
at Dinagepore, the 11th April, 177 5 


PRESENT, 


Mr. WILLIAM NHARW O Op, Chief. 
Meſſrs. HERBERT HARRIS, 
© GEORGE ROBERTSON, 

A. B. GOODLAD. 
FRANCIS GLAD WIN. 


The Chief informs the Board, that agreeably to their requeſt in con- 
ſultation the 14th ultimo, he ſent for the Kutkinnadars, who were confined 
at Apole, and has made a proper examination into their accounts of the 


year 1180 and 1 181, and lays betore them the following abſtrat for their 
information. 


Alſeract of the Account of Kutkinnadars of Apole, Bengal Year 1180, 


Agreement with Gocul Puckeraſſee - „ 194 5 2 
P-Juct allowed upon Aumeen's report, - - 19,898 14 8 
Added afterwards on ſundry account - — — 9,790 1 14 
Jumma of 1180 - - - — 3835863 1 19 
Paid by the Kutkinnadars - - - - 86,099 9 11 

| | | — — 
Over- paid ) Sicca Rupees Lge. 7 12 


The Board requeſt that the Chief will detain the complainants a rea- 
ſonable time, and inform Seboo Muſtafa, that if he has any demands 


upon them, he will ſend a proper perſon on his part to proſecute them in the 
Dewannee Adawlut at Dinagepore, 


/ 


Extratt 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue, held 
at Dinagepore the 18th of April 1775. 


PRESENT, 


Mr. WILLIAM HAR WOOD, Chief. 5 
Meſſrs. WILLIAM ROO KE, 

HERBERT HARRIS, 

GEORGE ROBERTSON, 

A. B. GOOD L AD, 

FRANCIS GLADWIN. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letters from Mr. 
C 
To Peter Speke, 2055 


81 R, 
« I have been . with your letter of ath Inſtant, and am forry that 


the Aumeen ſhould have been denied the ſight of papers, or met with any 

obſtruction, during the courſe of his inveſtigation, ſo as to prevent the 
Board's deciſion relating to the value of the land that has been meaſured off 
for me, in conformity of the orders of Government. 

AI beg the favour of the Council to purſue ſuch meaſures as may appear 

the moſt likely to obtain the neceſſary Knowledge, in order that they may 

come to a determination upon this point. 


Apole, 11th April, | . J am, &c, Dy 
. | (Signed) James CarISTIE.” 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue : 
held at Dmagepore, the 25th Aprib, 1775. 


PR ES E NT, 


Mr. WILLIAM HAR WOOD, Chief, 
Meſſrs. WILLIAM ROOKE, 
HERBERT HARRIS, 
GEORGE ROBERTSON, 
A. B. GOODLAD, 
FRANCIS GLADWIN. 


The Chief lays before the Board copy of a letter to Mr, Chriſtie, and 
Mr. Chriſtie's Anſwer. 


To Mr. + Ya Chriſtie, 
« SIR, 
« The Vakeels of Gocul Kiſſen, and Attaram Puckeraſſy the nominal 


farmer, and ſecurity of the Purgunnahs Apole and Panjera having ac- 
3B quainted 


[-- 70 


quainted me, that you have for ſome time paſt had the entire magagement 
and diſpoſal of the Malguzary; 1 think it proper to acquaint you, that 
a balance of 18,685 rupees is now due from the above Purgunnahs; and to 


deſire you will immediately remit me that amount, that the accounts of the 
laſt year may be ſpeedily achuſted, 


Jam, &c. 
Dinagepore, 
14th April 17750 (Signed) WILLIAM HARWOOD.” 
20 Willie Har wood, Eſquire. 
in, 


« I have been favoured with your letter of the 14th inſtant; ond in an- 
{wer thereto I beg leave to inform you, that whatever may be the reſolution 
of the Governor General and Council, relating to me or my farms, the 
moſt implicit obedience will be paid to them ; therefore, if you will db me 
the favour to communicate to me any particular inſtructions that you may 
have received regarding them, I ſhall endeavour to conform thereto, 

94 ] truſt, that the propriety as well as the neceſſity of my acting with 
this caution will evidently appear to you, by a reference to your Board's 
addreſs of the 22d February to the Honourable the Governor Genetal and 
Council, wherein you appear to be. perfectly informed of the ne 
of my ſituation. 


« I by no means wiſh to make my plea to eule a ſertlemenity, on account 
of the meaſures that have been purſued ſince the 22d of February; but 
cannot help obſerving, that the long detention of my ſervants and Pur- 

gunnah papers at Dinagepore, and now encreaſed by a freſh order for the 
remaining ſervants, is a loſs to me, and I think; a hardſhip ; the more 
eſpecially, as I am reſolved to conform to the ordets of Government, even 
. ſhould they be to pay up the balance now claimed, to the almoſt ruin of 
my private fortune; although 1 cannot apprehend to myſelf ſo much evil, 
nor does it become the high fenſe that I entercain of the equity and juſtice 
of adminiſtration. I hope you will do me the favour to releaſe my ſervants, 
and to countermand the late order for the ſeizure of the remaining ones, 
I am, &c, 


Apole, 16th April 1775. (Signed) JAMES CHRISTIE.” 


As the Honourable the Governor General and Council have not yet 


replied to our former letter on this ſubject, we cannot take any further 
notice of Mr. Chriſtie's conduct at preſent, 


A true extract. 


Dinagepore, (Signed) P. SPEKE,Sec.” 
the 2d May, 1775. | 


Upon 
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Upon a review of the above proceedings, it appears to the Board, that Revenue De. 


» 


Mr, Chriſtie, under. cover of a, leaſe granted to his, Banian, has aſſumed to 
himſelf. the poſſeſſion, management, and profits, of the farms of. Panjera 
and Apole ; that, he has, exerciſed a very unwarrantablg. authority, in im- 
priſoning a number of perſons in the Moffuſſil; that under an order of the 
late Board, but without any regular official grant, he has ſequeſtered from 
the farm, of which he himſelf, was the actual farmer, 10,000 Begas of land, 
at the ſmall rent of 201, rupees per annum, which land being ſuppoſed to be 
waſte, was intended to be granted to him for the profeſſed: purpoſe of 
cultivating ſugar ; that he has driven the Ryotts off from ſome part of thoſe 
lands, and that he, or his ſervants, have refuſed to permit a ſurvey of the 
above land, which was ordered to be taken by an Aumeen, deputed for that 
purpoſe by the Council of Dinagepore. „ ” 

Reſolved, That Mr. Chriſtie having in theſe ſeveral inſtances above 
mentioned, acted irregularly and unjuſtifiably, he is not entitled to any 
favour or indulgence from this Board. 


Agreed, That we reply to the Provincial Council of Dinagepore as 
follows : ll Ergo 


To Mr. Willtam Harwogd, Chief, &c. Provincial Council, of Revenue at 
Dinagehere. 


« Gentlemen, 


We have received your letter of the ſecond u/timo, with the extracts of 

your proceedings accompanying it. Ore 1 

* We direct, that you adjuſt the accounts oß the farms of Apole.and. 
Panjera with Mr, Chriſtie, and demand from him the. balances: that may 
appear juſtly due from the farms to Government, and on failure of payment, 
you muſt tranſmit to us all the materials on which theſe balances may be 
eſtabliſned againſt him, that we may purſue the proper meaſures for the 
recovery of them. . 

« We direct alſo, that you depute a proper perſon to the Purgunnahs of 
Panjera and Apole, to enquire into the grievances of the Ryotts, and obtain, 
if poſſible, an account of the ſums raiſed upon the Ryotts by Mr. Chriſtie, 
or his agents, ſince he had poſſeſſion. of them : you mult allo dire& an ac- 
count to be. taken of the ſtate of the 10,000 Begas, what ſtate of cultivation 
they are in, and what progreſs Mr. Chriſtie has.made in his plan of a Sugar 


” 4 


Plantation, Os 

We direct you will tranſmit us a liſt of thoſe perſons you mention were 
confined in irons, how long they were ſo confined, who Sebo Muſtapha was, 
who is ſaid to have confined them, and the reaſons he alledges for it, 

“ We do not find, that Mr. Robertſon ever gaye any information to Go- 
vernment, that the farms of Panjera and Apole were in fact let to Mr: Chriſ- 
tie, and of his ſervants being, as Mr, Robertſon repreſents, only meer 

e an 


partment, gth 
June, 1775, 


Revenue De- 
partment, ſepa- 
rate Proceedings. 
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and oſtenſible holders. We deſire you will require his anſwer to this point, 
and whether he ever gave any information to the Board of the confinement 
of Attaram Puckeraſſy, whom Mr. Chriſtie ſent under a guard to Dinage- 
pore, al ha Mr. Robertſon continued in confinement there until Mr, 

Chriſtie's arrival. 


We are, &c, . V 

WARREN HASTINGS, 
Fort William, J. CLAVERING, 
gth June, 1775. GEO. MONSON, 


RICHARD BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS,” 


| Fort William, the 1ſt September, 1775. 


AT A CDUNCIL 
The Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Governor General, 
8 P Preſident, | 
Lieutenant General CLAVERING, „ 
The Honourable GEORGE MONSON, 
RICHARD BARWELL, Eſq; | 
PHILIP FRANCIS, Eſq; 


| Read, and approved, the proceedings of the gth June, relative to the 
Purgunnahs of Panjera and Apole. 


Dinagepore Let Read, The following letters and incloſures from the Provincial Council 


of Dinagepore: 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor General, &c. Council of 
| Revenue at Fort William. 5 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

t In conſequence of your orders to us of the gth inſtant, we have called 
on Mr. Chriſtie for the balance of the farms of Apole, &c. and ſhall here- 
after acquaint you with his reply. The inquiries which you direct to be 
made concerning his conduct in theſe farms, and the ſtate of the 10,000 
Begas, ſhall be tranſmitted you as ſpeedily as poſlible. 

Seboo Muſtafa being called upon concerning the Kutkinadars, who are 
in confinement at Apole, &c. alledges, that he is the monthly ſervant of 
Mr. Chriſtie ; that he never ated without his maſter's orders, and that the 
Kutkinadars were in confinement before he arrived at Apole, where they 
remained till lately, as he was told, on account of the balances they owed 
Mr, Chriſtie, Incloſed we tranfmit a liſt of their names. _ 

=: | « Mr, 
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« Mr. Robertſon acquaints us, that Mr. Chriſtie had poſſeſſion of the 


farms of Apole and Panjera, before he took charge of his colleQorſhip, 


and that as his predeceſſor did not inform the honourable-Board of this cir- 
cumſtance, he thought it was not particularly neceſſary for him to do it. 
Regarding the confinement of Attaram Puckerafly, Mr. Robertſon anſwers, 
that as he expected the differences between him and Mr. Chriſtie would be 
amicably ſettled on their meeting, he did not chuſe to trouble the Board on a- 


1 which he then thought trifling. 


We are, with the greateſt reſpect, 
HFonourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervants, 


Dinagepore, 
the 19th June, 1775. 


W. HARWOOD, 
W. ROOKE, 

H. HARRIS, _ 
G. ROBERTSON, 
A. B. GOODLAD, 


F. GLAD WIN.“ 


A lift of Kutkinadars who were confined in irons at Apole. 


% OudieChurnd Adakarry. 


Ram Churnd Roy, his irons were taken off by the Chief of Dinagepore. 


Raja Churn Roy, ditto ditto. 
Shew Kiſhen Buckſhee, ran away. 
5. Luckun Mujemudar. 


Rakkeakur . irons taken off * the Chief of Dinagepore. 


Juddubar Buttacharge. 


Ram Hurry Dute,—his irons taken off by the Chief of Dinegepore. 


Ramſunt Ker Dato,—dead. 


10. Jaggernaut Byragee,—his irons taken off by the Chief at Dinagepore.. 


Shuſtee Ram Sircar. 

Gapy Kiſhen Sirma. 

Raja Chunder Sirma. 

Radur Caunt. 
15. Rape Caunt. 
Nund Kiſhwar Mundal. 

Dabey Mitre. 

Ram Caunt Sircar 

Sup Ram Mundluel. 

20, Kiſhen Churnd Buckſhee.. 


21, Chun Dun Narrain Chawdriee,—dead. 
A true copy. (Signed) 


P. SPE RE, Sec.“ 


20. 
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To the Honcurable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Governor General, Sc. Council of 
Revenue at Bars Milliam. 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

« We take the liberty of acquainting you, that, i in an anſwer to the 
application made to Mr. Chriſtie for the payment, of the balances of the 
Purgunnahs Panjera and A pole, he deſired to be urniſhed with copies, of 
the accounts between Government and the farmer; z that this we accordingly 
prepared in our Cutcherry, and forwarded to him in the Perſian language 
but that he would not receive them, and ſent the acting Chief a reply, 
copy of which we beg leave to incloſe ; and at the ſame time, with all due 
ſubmiſſion to remark, that this is the third year Mr. Chriſtie has had the 
management of theſe Purgunnabs, but that it is the firſt time he has de- 
manded Engliſh accounts, and therefore requeſt to know if he is to be 
furniſhed with them. 

« We have the honour to ranſmlt incloſed an indent of ſtationary wanted 
for the uſe of this department, which we requeſt you will be pleaſed to 

order to be complied with as ſoon as poſſible, ſince we ſtand in great need of 
an TAR ſupply of every kind, We are, with reſpect, 

Honourable Sir and Si rs, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt Humble ſervants, 


WM. ROOKE, 
GEO. ROBERTSON, 
Dinagepore, As $ . GOODI. AD, 3 
26th Joly; %% | E. i 75 
Ex*, P. Speke, Secretary. 
5 SIR, 


% find by yours of the 21ſt Inſtant, that I have either not Heb ſuf- 
ficiently explicit in my former letter to you,” or you have miſunderſtood my 
meaning will endeavour to be more plain. 

« A claim is made upon me by Government for balances on theſe 
farms; of courſe I am the farmer, and I have not denied being, {o; I there- 
fore preſume it will not be thought an unreaſonable requeſt, that 1 be fur- 

niſhed in that capacity with an Engliſh account, clearly ſetting forth that I 
am the farmer as well as debtor, and that every tranſaction is particularly 
ſpecified, article by article, in order to aſcertain the juſt balance, when I will 
not fail, upon the return of my ſervants, to adjuſt the account. 1 remain 
very reſpectfully, | | | 

SIX. 


Canafumah, the _ Your very obedient Servant, 
23d July, 1775. | (Signed) Jams CHRISTIE. 
Pleaſe receive the Perſian papers, as I do not underſtand a letter or figure 
in them. 
(True Copy.) P. Sexke, Secretary.“ 
« Anſwer. 


Fn 1 
« Hyſwer,—Agreed, that we reply thereto as follows: 


To Mr. William Harwood; Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Di- 
20 8 nagepore. ; 
„ GentTLEMER;, 5 3 85 

<« We have received your letters of the 19th June and 26th July relative to 
Mr. Chriſtie, and when you have in future cccaſion to write to us regarding 
that gentleman; we Jeſire you will not. introduce any other matter in your 
IAC. ED oo e / ̃ ᷣͤ . / 
« We cannot comply with. Mr. Chriſtie's requeſt to furniſh him with 
Engliſh accounts; but we deſire you will ſend us a fettled copy of his Kiſtbun- 

ee *, an account Athy payments which have been made by him, and of the 
ferent, now due; and: you mult alſo furniſh us with every document that 
may enable us to recover. his balances by a ſuit at la 
V 5 We are, &c.““ 
the iſt September, 1775. 5 5 


HFHonourable Sir and Gendlepeny, 
ce It having been reported by t 


theſe perſons, I cannot doubt but 
* tie to deviate from truth; and I am the more ſtröngly confirmed 
in this ſuſpicion, from a late demand made upon me by the Chief of Di— 
nagepore, ſaid to be by your orders, Which proves inconteſtably that ſome 
perſon or perſons have aſperſed my character, and injured me in your opi- 
nion and eſtimation; a circumſtance exceedingly grievous to me, and which, 
in juſtice to my honour, I cannot ſuffer to paſs unnoticed: may I therefore 
humbly intreat that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to indulge me with a 
copy of ſuch charges as may have been made againſt me, that I may not on- 
ly exculpate myſelf to your Honourable Board, but likewiſe ſeek legal re- 
dreſs againſt thoſe calumniators. Fo 
„My anxiety to ſupport a character which, I flatter myſelf, hath not been 
before ſullied during a commercial life of above twenty years, will ſufficiently 
apologize for the trouble I now preſume to give you. 
I remain, with the molt perfect reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, | 
Your very obedient and moſt humble ſervant. 
(Signed) JAMES CHRISTIE.” 


Cawnſ umah, 


24th July, 1775. 


* Apreement for payments at ſtated times, 


4 8 . Ordered, 


(3876 2 
Ordered, The Secretary do furniſh Mr. Chriſtie with copies of the two pe- 
titions of the Farmer to the Security. 
Warren HasT INGS, 


J. CLaveRING, 
Geo. Monson, 


RichARD BarweLL, 
P. Francis. 


Fort William, the 10175 Sept. 1775. 


Extract of a Letter from the Provincial Council of Revenue at Di- 
nagepore, dated the 27th Auguſt 1 775. 


A balance of rupees 4.438 3 12 2 is alſo incurred in Gour Gang 
Bowanny Gung; the farm of which place ſtands in the name of Gocul 
Kiſhen Puckeraſſee, but we have learnt that, like Apole and Panjera, Mr. 


Chriſtie was the real Farmer. The Chief has demanded the balance from 
Mr. Chriſtie, bur as yet has received no anſwer.” 


Extract of a Letter to the Provincial Council of Revenue at 
Dinagepore, dated the 1 gth September 1775. 


« We direct you immediately to diſpoſſeſs Mr. Chriſtie from the flew = 
Bowanny Gunge, and to furniſh us with atteſted copies of the Cabooleats“ 
| Kiſtbundies, and other deeds by which he or Puckeraſſy are anſwerable for 


the rents of that place, with an authenticated account of the dues, receipts, | 
and balances.” 8 


Daces Sale Fans. 


Extras of Fort William Seeber Conſltations, the 21 if Folio 1530163. 
November, 177 4: 


PRESENT, 


The Hon. WARREN Hasrzuos, Eſq; Gov. Gen. Preſident, 
Lieut. Gen. (CLAYERING, 
RIchARD BAR ELI, Eſq; 


Pale FR ANC, Elgz 


E Govergor General lays hefore the Board in this Scion 
the folloy WE letter with ats incloſure addreſſed to the Board of 


Revenue. 


To the Honourable 22 Haſings, 1 His Profiggnt and Cent men of the Council 
e u’ 
86 Honourable Sir 3 | 
] am ordered iby the Honourable the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal to ſend you the incloſed paper, which is a Copy of 
an affidavit ſworn to this day in Court; and 1 am likewiſe directed to in- 
form you, that in conſequence of the bofore· mentionod affidavit, there has 
iſſued a Habeas Corpus, directed to Coje Cawall *, commanding him immedi- 
ately to bring the fifteen priſoners therein mentioned to Calcutta to be exa- 
mined by the Court touching this confinement, and that the Habeas — 
will be at the Croun Office until Monday. the 2v{t Inſtant. 
November the I am, fee. 
19th, 1774. (Signed) Rozear JarRETT, Attorney at Lay 


Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, 


Crown Office. —The King t ? 9 Bunmolly Goho Jagarnaut'Dut, and 
Coje Kawall Bowanny Perſaud Boſe, ſeverally make 
oath and ſay, that Coje Kawall, now or late of Sootalaure, belanging to the 
Pergunna of Selamabad near Dacca in the Province of Bengal, an Armenian, 
who for ſome time paſt has been, and now is, employed by the Honourable 
the Eaſt India Company jn the mapufactory of ſalt, hath confined and impri- 
ſoned, and now continues to confine and impriſon in an houſe belonging to 
the ſaid Coje Kawall at Sootalaure aforeſaid, the bodies of Sonawalla, Ram- 


In over (laces called Coja Kaworke, 


3 C = nurſing 


( . 


| nurſing Dur, Prankiſno Doſs, Keſſinſam "F"Y foynarain Claw: — 
Doſs, Sumbooram, Sumboolochun, Soudarchive Doſs, Joychunderroy Ram- 
mochun Dut, Sheikandane, Indernaroyan Ghoſe, Rajunderſhaw, and Ram- 
ſunker Roy, by reaſon and means whereof they the ſaid Sonawalla, Ram- 
nerſing Dut, Prankiſno Doſs, Keſſinſam Roy, Joynarain Shaw, Carperam 
Doſs, Sumbooram, Sumboolochun, Soudarchive Doſs, Joychunderroy Ram- 
mochun Dut, Sheikandane, Indernaroyan Ghoſe, Rajunderſha, and Ran- 
ſunker Roy, are deprived of their liberty, and are m great danger of loſing 
their lives, if they are not ſpeedily relieved by the proceſs of ny honour- 
able Court. 


Signed by the three Deponents. 


Sworn 1 in Court this 17th day of November, 
in the year of our Lord 1774. 
(Signed) Tromas BoWE ER, Clerk of the Crown.” * 


The Governor alſo lays before the Board the following Minute on the 
fabje.” 

: The notification conveyed to the Board, through Mr. Jarrett, of the 
Writ of Habeas Corpus, directed to be ſerved on Coja Kawall, and of the 
order for ſuſpending the iſſuing of the Writ till this day, I conceive to have 
been intended by the Chief Juſtice and Judges of the Supreme Court for the 
purpoſe of enabling the Board to take proper meaſures to guard againſt any 
ill effects to which the execution of it may be liable in the collection of the 
public revenue, and to inſtruct Coja Kawall in the means of making a re- 

turn in due form to the writ, in caſe he ſhould prove either an officer or 
former of any branch of the Revenues, and ſhould have exerciſed no other 
authority than ſuch as is legally veſted in him, by * conſtitution of the 
country and the rules of the Dewanny. 
„ apprehend that upon enquiry this will be found to be a caſe in which 
ſuch an interpoſition of the Council will be neceſſary, as the iſſue of it muſt 
form the rule for all other caſes of the like nature, and may prove a danger- 
ous precedent, both with reſpect to the Government and the collections, it 

it be decided that Coja Kawall is either amenable to the Court of. Juſtice, or 
liable to penalties, for an act Juſtifiable by uſage and the ancient laws of the 
country. 

“ Both the charter and the a0 of parliament on which it is founded de- 
ine the juriſdiction of the honourable Court to extend to complaints againſt 
all perſons reſiding within the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa, who 
are either Britiſh Subjects, or the ſervants of Britiſh ſubjects; it appears to 
me, that Coja Kawall againit whom the complaint has been. made, is nei- 
ther himſelf a Britiſh ſubject, nor the ſervant of a Britiſh ſubject, but a 
farmer of the public revenue, engaged with, and ſolely amenable to, the 
Honourable Eaft India Company, 1n their character of Dewan ef the Pro- 
vince of Bengal, whole Courts are open to all complaints againſt him, _— 
0 


1990 


of courſe he is not comprehended within the deſcription of the act or the 
powers of the Charter. 5 1 
I mention with tenderneſs and diffidence any opinion reſpecting the limi- 
tation of the powers veſted by the Legiſlature in the Sypreme Court; but I 
deem this to be a duty with which I cannot diſpenſe on this occaſion, without 
| hazard to the peace of the country and the intereſt of our employers, both 
which I conceive to have been the chief objects of the Legiſlature in the in- 
ſtitution of the Supreme Court. = $574 
« As I am not particularly acquainted with the circumſtances of the caſe 
in queition, I cannot judge with certainty what may be the conſequences of 
the juriſdiction of the Court exerciſed in this particular inſtance, If Ram- 
nurſing Dutt, Sc. are from of old, manufacturers of ſalt, and now refuſe 
to continue to work on the uſual terms; or if they have made engagements 
with Coja Kawall and not abided by them; he is empowered, as well by an- 
tient cuſtom as by the tenor of his agreements with Government, to put 
them under confinement; and in ſuch caſe, the bringing of him and them 
0 Calcutta, will probably ruin his authority, and diſable him from fulfilling 
his engagements, - ; Eo 1 . 
Nor will the conſequences ſtop here, for every Molungee * in the coun- 
try will in like manner appeal to the Supreme Court, whenever any con- 
ftraint is laid on him; and without ſome kind of conſtraint, it will be im 
| poſſible for the Farmers to bind the Molungees to their engagements, or 
fulfil their owa contracts with the Government. : On: 
„The Ryots will follow the ſame example throughout the whole coun. 
try, and the land farmer either will not dare to uſe any kind of compulſion 
in the levying of the rents for fear of proſecution at law, or will ſtill uſe 
-them at their peril, and pretend that they have been withheld from the ex- 
erciſe of their authority, as an excuſe for a failure of their payments. Thus 
every branch of the Dewanny Revenue will be liable to deti-iencies, if it be 
_ eſtabliſhed as a rule, that the farmers are amenable to the Supreme Court; 
or if amenable, are liable to be puniſhed for exerciſing the authority which 
has always been allowed them over their Ryots and dependants, and with- 
out which they cannot pay their own ſtipulated dues to the Government; 
for it is impoſſible for all the courts of the country united, to interpoſe 
their authority on every occaſion in which the farmer may require it, to 
compel his tenants either to attend to their labours, or pay their rents; 
much leſs can the Supreme Court alone adjuſt all the differences, which the 
ſpirit of litigation let looſe among the people at large, would produce in a 
country ſo extenſive and populous as this is. 1 
6 would therefore propoſe, that Mr. Morris, the Company's attorney, be 

called upon to give his advice on the means which. may be legally taken to 
guard againſt ſuch a deciſion of the preſent caſe, as may be productive of 
the conſequences which are to be apprehended from it, either by inſtructing 


Coja Kawa'l to make ſuch a return to the writ of Habeas Corpus, as may 


* Salt Boiler, : 


30C 2 induce 
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induce the Court to reject the ſuit inſtituted” againſt him, or in the defence 
of it before the Court. 
1 (Signed) Warren Hs TIN ds.“ 


The Board agree in the opinion of the Governor General as fignified in 
the above minute. ö „ 8 
The Secretary informs the Board, that Mr. Morris, the Company's attor- 
ncy, having been made acquainted with this affair, is now attending. 
Mr. Morris being called before the Board, delivers his opinion, that it 
would be moſt proper for Coja Rawall to reply to the officer who: may be 
ordered to ſerve the writ, that he is not amenable to the juriſdiftion of the 
Court, and to ſupport his declarative by an affidavit and other evidence. 
For the particular mode in which it will be neceſſary for Coja Kawall to 
proceed, Mr. Morris begs leave to refer to a letter which he has addrefled 
to the Secretary, as follows: . 80 \ 


Be Tl a | 

„With this you'll pleaſe receive the form of the affidavit for the Armenian 
to ſwear to, whoſe proper name is Coja Gavorke, (and not Coja Kawall as 
ſworn to in the affidavit in Court) and alſo the form of the affidavit of other 
evidence to ſupport the Armenian's, which ſhould be four in number if they 
can be had. —It ſhould be recommended, that all the affidavits be ſworn to 
in ſome cutcherry court when in judgment fitting; that then all the affida- 
vi's ſhould be tacked together and certified by the proper officer of that 
court, in writing, who ſhould aurkenticate the whole under the public ſeal 
of the court, as being ſworn to according to the country cuſtom, when 
they ſhould be delivered to the Armenian to tranſmit with inſtructions to his 
agent here, to deliver them to me to preſent to Court here, with a petition 
on his behalf, to endeavour to prevent the writ of Haheay Corpus iffuing 
againſt him. Im caſe the Sheriff's officer ſhould attempt to ſerve the writ, I 
think it ſhould be recommended to the Armenian to avoid every thing like 
inſult or abuſe to the officer, but that he calmly tell him (in preſence of 
witneſſes) that he is, and has been many years refident in thoſe parts, ſub- 
edt to, and protected by the laws of the country Government, that he is 
no-, and never was # ſervant to the Company, or any Britiſh ſubject; and 
that as he cannot conſider himſelf by any means, or upon any account 
ſubject to the juriſdiction of rhe Engliſh Court at Calcutta, he cannot take 
any notice of the writ preſented him by the Sheriff*s officer. That if it is 
true that the Armenian has the bodies of any perſons forcibly detained, to 
prevent the Sheriff's officer there from ſeeing the priſoners or hearing the 
clamours, I think it adVifable' to recommend it to the Armenian to remove 
ſuch perſons diſtant from the place where the Sheriff's officer is likely to 
come. I am, Sir, Ce. | | 3 
zd Nov. 1774. | (Signed) Tnos. Morris.” 


To Jobn Stewart, Ejq; Secretary, 


Form 
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Form for Ceja Gavorke's Aﬀdavit, 


« Coja Gavorke, an Armenian, do ſwear, That I have reſided more 
than twelve years in the diſtricts of Dacca in Bengal, and that I do now 
reſide there: That I have always, during the ſaid time, been ſubject to the 
laws, cuſtoms, and regulations of the country government, and no other: 
That T never was, nor am not now, a ſervant or agent employed by the 
Honourable Eaſt-India Company in Bengal: That I never was nor am not. 
a ſervant or agent of any Britiſh ſubject, but that I have been a farmer of 
ſalt lands from the country government in the diſtrias aforeſaid: That J. 
have quitte the poſſeſſion of thoſe lands about a month and a half now. 
laſt paſt: That, as a late farmer of ſaid lands, many perfons are juſtly in- 

debted to me to a very large amount for outſtanding balances, for the re- 

covery whereef I am- intitled to the benefit and aid of the laws, regulations, 

and cuſtoms of the country government, and that I am not amenable nor 
ſubject to any other laws in the kingdom of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa.“ 


Form of am Affidavit for each of the other Evidence to ſivcar to. 


„ I A. B. do ſwear, That I any well acquainted witk Coja Gavorke, who: 
is an Armenian, and reſides in the diltrits of Dacca in Bengal: That the 
ſad CO Gavorke has always been ſubject to the laws, cuſtoms, and regu- 
lations of the country government, and no other, for many years; and that 
he never was à fervarit or agent employed by the Honourable Company, 
nor never was, noris he a ſervant or agent of any Britiſh ſubject, but that 
he was 4 farther of ſalt lands from the country government in the diſtricts of 
Dacca aforeſad : That he quitted the poſſeſſion of thoſe lands about a 
monk aud a: half now laſt ball : That many perſons are indebted to the faid 
Coja Gavorks to a very conſiderable amount for outſtanding: balances ariſing 
from thoſe lands, and that for the recovery thereof he is intuled to ſuch. 
benefit as the laws, regulations, and cuſtoms of che country government 


Agreed that copies of theſe three laſt papers be tranſmitted to the Chief 


and Council at Dacca, and that the following directions be written to ac- 
company them. . 


To My. C. H. Purling, afing Chief, &c. Provincial Council at Dacca. 


c Gentlemen, | | ed 
On the information on oath of Bunmolly Goho, Jagernaut Dutt, and 
Bowanny Perſaud Boſe, given in to the Supreme Court of Judicature here, 
and ſetting forth, that Coja Kawall, an Armenian, now or late of Soota- 


7 laure, 


( 30) 


laure, belonging to the Pergunnah of Selamabad near Dacca, has confined 
and imprifoned, of his own authority, Sonawalla and fourteen other per— 
ſons, and ſtill continues to retain them by force, to the danger of their 
| lives; the Court have thought proper to iſſue a writ of Habeas Corpus, for 
bringing up the bodies of theſe men before them: but we being informed 
this Coja Kawall is a falt contractor, and apprehending great confuſion in 
the country, and much prejudice to the Company's intereſt, from this mode 
of proceeding, eſpecially if it ſhould become an eſtabliſhed practice, we 
think it our duty to take every legal ſtep to bring the point to an iſſue, and 
to aſcertain whether or not the juriſdiction of the covrt extends over far- 
mers, contractors, or other perſons connected with the revenues. For this 
purpoſe, we have conſulted with our attorney, who is of opinion that Coja 
Kawall or Coja Gavorke ſhould be directed to reply to the ſummons on the 
writ, that he is a ſubject of the country government, amenable to its courts 
only, and no-wiſe under the juriſdiction of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, 
being neither a ſervant nor agent of the Company, nor of any Britiſh ſub- 
ject; and that he ſhould make affidavit to the truth of his declaration; and 
alſo that he ſhould procure, if poſſible, further evidence of theſe facts; and 
that the whole ſhould be tranſmitted by him to his agent here, to be de- 
livered to Mr. Thomas Morris, whom he mult appoint his attorney, to 

oppoſe the further proceedings on this writ in Court. 5 
e In conſequence of this opinion, we direct that you immediately take 
the proper means to acquaint Coja Kawall of the writ which is out againſt 
him, of the nature of it, and of the ſteps which it is neceſſary he ſhould 
take. We expect that in all this buſineſs you give him the moſt clear and 
_ preciſe directions; and for your better guidance in them, we tranſmit you 
a copy of Mr. Morris's letter to our Secretary, with the draft of the affi- 
davits which will be required, to all which we deſire that you will punctually 
conform; only obſerving, that theſe affidavits, and any other written an- 
ſwer which Coja Kawall may make, muſt be ſent down in Perſian, to be 
\ tranſlated here for the Court. 
„As this is a matter of great importance, as well as delicacy, we once 
more recommend the greateſt punctuality and prudence in carrying, theſe 
orders into execution, and that you take care that the Armenian behave 
with the greateſt decorum and circumſpection, in refuſing his obedience to 
the writ, and that he put it merely upon the grounds of his not being 
amenable to the juriſdiction of the Court. | 3 
« We are, Sc.“ 


Fort William, 2 1ſt Nov, 1775. 
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Extrad of Port William Revenue Conſultations, the 18th of 
January, 1773. 


Read the fahosiag letter and incloſure from the Provincial Council of 
Dacca. | 


F ol, 1 33. | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Governor General, Sc. Council of 


Fort William. 


% 


cc Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


„ We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 2 1ſt altimo, 
with its ſeveral incloſures, and agreeably to the inſtructions therein con- 


tained, we gave due information to Ceja Cawork of the writ of Habeas 


Corpus iſſued from the Supreme Court of Judicature, in conſequence of the 
complaints of the Selemabad Pykars againſt him, explaining to him the nature 
of it, and of the meaſures you judged it adviſable he ſhould purſue, in order to 


enable you to aſcertain the extent of the juriſdiction of the Supreme Court, 


and to prevent a practice of this nature that might prove prejudicial to the 
country and the Company's revenues from being eſtabliſhed. 

As the beſt explanation of our attention to your commande, and of 
the effect with which it has been attended, we herewith tranſmit you our 
proceedings upon this ſubject, and hope you will with us think, that as the 


Armenian obſtinately refuſed to take oath to the affidavit tranſmitted by 


Mr. Morris; the only means we had left to purſue was, to put queſtions to 


him upon oath to the purport thereof, his anſwers to which you will obſerve 
are near to the effect of 1t. 

« If in this inſtance you think a diſcuMon of the powers of the Supreme 
Court neceſſary, theſe are the only grounds we could poſſibly furniſh, as 
the Armenian declines following the advice of Mr. Morris; we therefore 
flatter ourſelves our conduct will meet with your approbation. We muſt 
however obſerve before we conclude, that the Armenian is a Zemindar of 
a part of the Ducken Savagepore Pergunnah; and further, that the perſons 
on account of whoſe confinement the writ was iſſued, were confined by order 


of the proper power appointed at this place, and not by the authority of 


the Armenian; and that there never was ſo great a number of perſons con- 
fined, as is aſſerted by the complainants. 
« We think it neceſſary to add, that notwithſtanding the Armenian has 
reſted his inclination to ſubmit to the power of the Supreme Ccurt, upon 
his fear of ſuffering by the conſequence of a refuſal ; ir appears, that he 
muſt have other leſs laudable motives for his conduct. He is now pro- 
ſecuted in the Dewanny Adawlut for large ſums of money by black mer- 
chants, and is a very conſiderable debtor to the Company, on account of 
his breach of the ſalt contracts; being now in balance to the Company 
10,c00 maunds of the Ducken 8 and 23, ooo maunds of the 

8.  Selemabad 


4 
Selemabad ſalt, notwithſtanding the term in which he was to provide that 
of the Jaſt year has been ſome time expired; and ſome of the merchants 
who have purchaſed at the Company's ſales, are not able to procure the 
quantity they have purchaſed by a conſiderable balance.—The Peons of 
Government have -been placed upon him, and he will either be obliged to 
deliver the ſalt, or che Company's balance, with 50 por cent upon the 
amount of the deficiency; for we have from the experience of former 
years, and from the repreſentations of the people he dealt with, every reaſon 
to imagine, that theſe deficiencies have not ariſen from any real misfortune or 
from miſmanagement, but from a decret and clandeſtine ſale or embezzlement 
of Government's ſalt. The numberleſs complaints alſo that we have of cri- 
minal ſeverities charged to him by the Ryotts of the Province, if proved 
.agamft him, will prohably render him liable to the pains and penaltics of 
the -Phouſdarry Court; when we genſider all theſe .circumftances, we are 
naturally led to believe, that Coja Cawork having the judgment to per- 
.ceive that the Sele mabad people cannot caſt him for what (Government au- 
thorized his doing, is ia hopes that the (ſhall procure a raiunge from bis 
Preſent embarraſſment, by admittiog the juriſdiction of che Supreme Court, 
and thereby removing himſelf out of che province, and from whe reach of | 
the authority of the Adawluts * here. His mati ves for this conduct ate not 
difficult to be pointed out. He will progure immediate relief from bis 
preſent large demands; ;his withdrawing bimſelf to Calcutta, will not only 
m volve all proof of his malverſatiops in the management and conduct of 
the ſalt buſineſs, for which he ſtands haund to Goverment, in difficulty and 
expence, but way be the means of the people who are giving him trouble 
here, forgetting their grievances, and returning home unahle to procure 
redreſs; and he well knows, that conſiderable detriment muſt ariſe to the 
ſalt manufacture, and conſequently to the preſent contractor, if the work- 
men are either ſent to a diſtance, or allowed to be ablent from the province 
at this, or indeed any other time of the year. | 
It is ſcarce neceſſary to point out further xeaſons for the Armenian's 
conduct; but we muſt add, that his removal trom the jurifdidtion af the 
Dewanny Adawlut will equally difappoiat and alarm his creditors, and con- 
tribute very much to lower and diminich ahe influence of the Provincial 
Caurts of Juſtice ; and when the Provincial authority becomes too weak, 
or is in any inftance elu ded, it is do be feared it will eſtabliſh a precedent 
of dangerous tendency that may counteract it in inforcipg the regular pay - 
ments of the Revenue, and throw ſuch inſuperable abftacles xo the ſottling 
of the Dewanny claims and accounts, Which can only be liquidated with 
accuracy on the ſpot, that it will ſcarce be poſſible to make ſuch adjutt- 
ments. Theſe are circumſtances which we have thought it our duty to lay 
before you, as we ate not certain how far it is neceſſary for Caja Kawork 
to go down to Calcutta, and ſball wait your inſtructions. 
We are, &c. | 
Dacca, (Signed) CuaARLES PURLING, 

7th Dec. 1774. WILLIAM HoLLaxp.” 


Extra 


The Country Courts, 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Dacca Provincial Council of Ne- 
venue, December 2, 177 

| Read the following letter and incloſure from the Governor General 

and Council. OE TT IT 8 „ w 

| (fee Page 381 and 332.) 


The acting Chief informs the Board, That having received the above letter 


a few days ago, he had taken great pains to explain their contents to Coja 


Cawork, tHe acquainted him, with the nature of the writ out againſt 
Lim, and the ſteps that were neceſſary to be purſued to prevent its bein 
ſerved upon him, and informed him of the, object intended by the Gover- 


nor General and Council in the directions they had given; and that Coja 


Kawork having had the affidavit by the Attorney fully explained to him, 
declared, that he could with the greateit propriety take his oath to the con- 
tents of it; and repeatedly ſaid, that he had nothing to do with the Supreme 
Court of Judicature in this cauſe; but wiſhed to refer it to the Adawlut of 
the countiy. He alſo propoſed to him the names of four people, viz. Coja 
Michael, Coja Johannes, Rammohun, and Manick, who he ſaid would 


be evidences to the facts inſerted in the affidavits made out for them. The 
acting Chief therefore called the above perſons before him, and ſeverally ex- 


plained to them the contents of the paper they were to ſwear to; and they 
jeverally declared they would ſwear to it in the Court of Adawlut; and Coja 


Kawork and his four evidences left him in a full determination to act in the 
manner preſcribed by the Governor General and Council, after being re. 


peatedly told they were to take the oaths to no facts which were not ſtrictly 
true. He therefore delivered the affidavit to be made out in Perſian, and 
acquainted them that they would in a day or two be called on to attend 
the Superintendant of the Adawlut at the Cutcherry, in order to go 
through the form laid down by Mr. Morris: he therefore was not a little 


aſtoniſhed laſt night when Coja Kawork waited on him, and informed him 


that he could not comply with the plan which he had recommended to him, 
without having an order in Perſian under our ſignature; and declaring he 
was afraid leſt his not ſubmitting to the authority of the Engliſh Court 
might hereafter exclude him from the benefit of its protection. Coja Kawork 
being called in and aſked, where h's ſeveral evidences were; informed the 
Board that none of them will take their affidavits. Being aſked, what is the 
reaſon that after ſo lately expreſſing a ſtrong diſinclination to having the com- 
plaint of the Selemabad Pykars determined in an Engliſh court of juſtice, 
and after having taken ſome ſteps towards obviating his being obliged to 


anſwer the wrir, he now refuſes to adopt the only method that we could 


point out to give him relief, in which his conduct appears ſomething ex- 
Lraordinary, ſince he is well acquainted that the meaſures are not only re- 
3D . commended 


y £5 
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commended by Government in the deſire of terminating a public point; 
but authorized by an attorney at law. | 
Ne anſwers, „That in the country he lives in, he is wholly under the 
Jaws of the Hockim or Governors of it ; that he has done nothing contrar 
to the Orders of Government; but has always been and will be {till atten- 
tive to any written Perwannah * which the Council will pleaſe to give him. 
He further adds, That he thinks himſelf amenable to all Courts of Juſtice, 
and to the Governor and Council alſo. Coja Kawork alſo reſts his dil. 
. inclination to object to the writ of the Supreme Court of Judieature, upon an 
apprehenſion of its being overruled and ſuffering by it; and now declares, 
That if a tranſlation of the Governor General and Council's letter to us is 
given to him in Perſian, which he ſhall deem a protection and authoriry for 
his proceedings, he will a& according to what may be directed in the 
3 . 0 | 
Agreed, That in order to remove the ſcruples and apprehenfions of the 
Armenian as far as in our power, that a Perſian tranſlation of the above 
letter and of Mr. Morris's be delivered to him properly authenticated, 


Extract of the Proceedings of the 7th December 17 74. 


The Superintendant of the Adawlut informs the Board, That yeſterday 
the Armenian Coja Kawork having had the tranſlations of the Governor 
General and Council's and Mr. Morris's letters delivered him in. Perſian, 

attended with his evidences at the Cutcherry; but he refuſed to fwear to the 
affidavits made out in the Perſian An guUages according to the form preſcribed 
by Mr. Morris: as the Armenians have ſhewn a timidity and apprehenſion of 
ſuffering by a refuſal to acknowledge the competency of the Engliſh Cours, 
through the whole of this buſineſs, we ſhould think ourſelves juſtified in 
dropping any further purſuit of this object of the Government; but as ir 
has been too ſtrongly inſiſted on to allow of the poſſibility of a doubt, and 
as it may be in fome meaſure obtained by interrogating them. on oath as. 
to the matter contained in the affidavir, we are unwilling to allow this only 
reſource to eſcape us, although not ſatisfied it can be of any conſequence 
unleſs the Armenian himſelf ſhall willingly plead his ſubjection only to the 
laws of the country. 56 Vill | 

| Agreed, We call him in, as he is now in waiting, and that we put to him 
queſtions upon oath correſponding to the contents of the affidavit. Coja 
Kawork being preſent and duly ſworn, the following queſtions are put to 
him. 1 FE, 

« Owefticn, How many years have you been reſident at Dacca ? 
HAnſwer. It is now ſeventeen. years ſince I firſt came to Dacca, I went 

to and from Calcutta for the ſpace of ſeven years, after which I went to 
Moorſhedabad, remained there five years, and have ſince been reſident at 
Dacca. | 55 

GER * Written Order, 
3 « Oweſtion. 


5 


( 387 ) 


« 2xeſtion. During the above period, to what laws, VER and regu- 
lations bave you N a6 yourſelf ſubject? 

« Anſwer. When I was at Calls I thought myſelf amenable to the 
Engliſh dork eſtabliſhed there; and when I remained in the country I 
conſidered myſelf ſubject to the country Courts in the places in which 1 
reſide 

Queſtion. Was you ever a Servant or Agent of the Company, or of 
any Britiſh ſubject; or are you now the Servant ar Agent of the Company, 
or of any Britiſh Subject?“ 

The Board here explained to Coja Kawork, that his being a Servant or 

Agent of. the Company, or of any 3 Subject, was the receiving of 
wages from them. 

Anſwer. I never was a Servant or Agent of che Company, or of any 
Britfſh Subject, nor am I now. — I was the farmer of a Salt Mhal “, N from 
which I have lately been diſmiſſed. 

QAueſtion. Is there any 7 pen juſtly indebted to you among the Pykars 
or Molungees of the Salt | you lately farmed? 

« Anſwer. They are not indebted to me, but to the Company. 

Queſtion. If theſe balances ſhould be proved to be yours and not the 
Company s, by what laws do you think * entitled to the recovery = 
of them * 

«© Anſwer. By the ſame power that gave me the farm.“ 

Coja Kawork JO een whether and other perſons are acquainted 
with the above circumſtances 

Replies, That Coja Michael and Coj⸗ a Johannes are. —Coja Michael one 
of the evidences being called in and Norm, the following queſtions are put 
to him. 

6 Nueſtion. How long have you been acquainted with Coja Kawork. 

« Anſwer. 1 have been acquainted with him theſe fourteen or fifteen 
years.—At firſt he carried on a trade between Dacca and Calcutta, going to, 
and coming from thence; afterwards he went to Moorfhedabad, reſided 
there four or five years, after which he rerurned to Dacca, and has reſided 
here ever ſince. 
 « Opeſtion. During this period, to what laws, cuſtoms, and regulations 
has he been ſubject ? 

« Anſwer. ] cannot ſay poſitively, but 1 believe in whatever buſineſs he 
has been engaged in Calcutta, he has applied to the Courts there; and in 
whatever buſineſs he has had in the country, he has been ſubject to the 
country Courts. 

Queſtion Was he ever 3 Servant or Agent of the Company, or of any 
Britiſh Subject, or is he at this time the Servant or Agent of the Company, 
or of any Britiſh Subject? 

«. Anſwer. He never did receive wages as a Servant of the Company, or 
of any Britiſh Subje&t.,—He was the farmer of the Salt Mhal of Ducken- 

— for five years, from which he has been lately diſmiſſed. N 


„A Salt Diſtrict. 3 
3 6 el þ 2 


CE 

Quaſtion. Do you know of any ſalt balances due to Coja Kawork ? 

*« Anſwer. Les, there are balances due to Coja Kawork, and to the Com- 
pany allo, | ! 5 | 

* Queſiion. By what laws, cuſtoms, and regulations do you think Coja 


Kawork entitled to recover theſe balances? 
* Anſwer. I do not know,” FH 
Coja Johannis being called in and ſworn, is queſtioned as follows: 
Queſtion. How long Have you known Coja Kawork ? 

% Anſcwer. Theſe eighteen ar nineteen years.“ . 

The lame queſtions that were put to Coja Michael, being put to Coja 
Johannis. . e 
e replies, That having been long at Buſſorah, he has not been ſuf- 
ficiently acquainted with Coja Kawork to be able to give proper anſwers to 
8 FFF | 
Agreed, That we tranſmit the whole of our proceedings relative to this 
fubject to the Governor General and Council with the following addreſs “. 

True Extracts „%%% in a 
(Signed) Henry Lopor, Secretary.“ 


 Aerced, That we reply thereto as follows: 


7 o Mr. Charles Purling, AFfing Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Neben at 
OL, | DM 
« Gentlemen, 


„ We have received your letter of the 5th ultimo, with the encloſed ex- 
tracts of your proceeding. We direct that you do take proper and legal 
meaſures to compel Coja Kawork to ſettle his accounts with the government, 
and to pay the arrears which ſhall be eſtabliſhed againſt him, and we order 
you to protect the Dewanny Court in the juſt exerciſc of their authority, in 
caſe Coja Kawork ſhould ule any means to elude the claims of his private 
creditors. We recommend it to you to be very careful in recording mi- 
nutely your tranſactions on this ſubject, and uſing the greateſt circumipec- 
tion in your conduct. | SR . 
We do not ſee any reaſon why Coja Kawork ſhould come to Calcutta 
on pretence of obedience to the writ of Habeas Corpus, which we do not 
underſtand to have required his preſence in Calcutta ; but to be an order to 
him to produce the perſons detained in his cuſtody by him : unleſs therefore 
there be more valid reaſons for his coming to Calcutta, you will detain him 
until he ſhall have diſcharged the balances due againſt him, and ſhall have 
obtained an acquittal from the Dewanny Court for the ſuits inſtituted againſt 
him by private individuals, or given ſecurity for anſwering the claims 
which may be eſtabliſhed againſt him. 5 
=, 8 We are, &c.“ 


Fort William, 
the 8th Jan. 1775. 

l * Vide Page 383. 

: Extract 


Court of Judicature for his attendance in Calcutta ſhould be ſerved upon 
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Extract of a Letter from the Provincial Council at Dacca, dated 


2 Fort William... 
24th January 1775. RET events Pow 
Ds | Keg ſultations, 
« With reſpe& to Coja Kowark, unleſs a ſummons from the Supreme 8 


him, we ſhall not permit him to depart from Dacca, till his accounts with 
Government are adjuſted, and an acquittal obtained from the Dewanny 
Court; but in caſe of ſuch a ſummons, we ſhould be glad of your inſtruc- 
tions for our procceding.“ e 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General and Council to the 
Provincial Ciuncil at Dacca, dated ſ February 1775. Fol, 444+ 


© In caſe a ſummons from the Supreme Court of Judicature for the at- 
tendance of Coja Kawork in Calcutta ſhould be ſerved upon him, we deſire 
you will not ſtop him, nor in any inſtance oppole the authority of the Su- 
-preme Come” ” BE wa] 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 11th February 
1773. | | Fol. 568. 


To the Honcurable Warren Daſtings, Eſq; Governor General and Council of 
Revenue, Fort William, | | 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, . N 
« Under date the 7th lt. we did ourſelves the honour to addreſs you 

regarding Coja Kawork's ſituation, and the demands made upon him by _ 
the Sudder * Farmers for a failure in his contract with them for the manufac- 
ture of Salt. We think it neceſſary ro inform you, that by the report of 
the Aumeen we deputed to Joynagheer, we find the quantity provided by 
Coja Kawork, and lodged under the charge of the Agent, is about 80,000 
maunds ; of courſe the deficiency of his contract is 23,000, As we can. 
have no expectation of the delivery of any further quantity, we ſhall take 
meafures to ſettle rhe accounts between the Sudder Farmers and the Cut- 
kennadar , that the amount of the deficiency, together with the penalty of 
50 per cent. may be without delay brought to the credit of Government. 
It will therefore be requiſite that the ſales of that quantity of Selemabad. 
Salt be cancelled with the purchaſers thereof. N 

| | We are, &c. 


Dac a, Jan. 4. 1775. 3 REN . 
( (Signed) W. HorLAup.“ 


The ſaperior Farmers. +. Under Farmer. 


Pol. 570. 


Fol, 11 33 to 
„„ 


to the Governor General.“ 


petitioner, over and above the quantity ſo contracted for. 


( 0 P 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General and Couneil, to the 
Provincial Council at Dacca, dated 11th Feb. 1775. 


„ Gentlemen, 


c We defire you will make your demand upon the principal Farmers for 
the deficiency in their deliveries of ſalt, with the penalty for that deficiency, 


If they have any complaint againſt Coja Kaworke, they muſt ſend their 


Agents with proper materials to make their claim upon him in the Supreme 


Court of Judicature, to whom he is now amenable by an attachment lately 


iſſued againſt him.“ ; 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 318 March, 


1775. 


Coja Kaworke's petition and encloſures, having been circulated on the 
23d inſtant, and forwarded Numbers in the packet per ſhip Anſon, they are 
now recorded together with the letter from Mr. Barwell to the Secretary, 
and the letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, 


1 : the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Ejq; Governor General, and the Supreme 


Council at Fort William. 


The Humble Petition of Kawork ſon of Simon the unhappy Merchant, and 


of the Honourable Company's Contractors. 


« Sheweth, | 
That in or about the month of November 1772, when the Salt Per- 


uu or lands in the Province of Dacca were let out by Meſſrs. Dacres, 


awrell, and Graham, by order of the Honourable Committee of Re- 
venue for the terms of five years, in conſequence of the then new regu- 
lations, by proper Sunnuds or patents under the Seal of the Honourable 
Company, your petitioner did farm Savaſhpoor Mahall, a place alſo in the 


diſtricts of Dacca, of thoſe gentlemen ; and entered into a contract with 


the ſaid Honourable Committee, annually to provide a large quantity of ſalt 

in that place, and deliver the ſame to the ſaid Committee on account of the 
Honourable Company and in cafe of any deficiency on the part of your 
petitioner in the delivery of the full quantity of ſalt fo contracted for, to 
pay fifty rupees for every hundred maunds of ſalt for ſuch ſhort delivery; 
but if exceeding the quantity contracted for, to get or be allowed 25 rupees 
profit, on every hundred maunds of the {alt that ſhould be delivered by your 


* 


In 
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« In conſequence of the above-· mentioned conditions, the faid gentlemen 
did grant unto your petitioner a Pottah or Patent under the Honourable 
Company's Seal, for the term of five years, and whiich Potrah dots contain 
the particulars of ſuch conditions and covenants. 

«© Your petitioner did receive advances tn caſh from the Honourable Com- 
pany, and boil or provide falt in the ſaid place, and deliver it to the Ho- 
nourable Company agreeable to his contract. FE: 

«© Beſides the above Pergunnah, or lands, your petitioner did in the year 
1773, and month of December, and in the name of his Gomaſtah * Sona-= 
ram Paul, alfo farm a place called Selimabad, alſo in the province of Dacca; 
from Joynarain Goſſaul the original farmer of the ſaid place, for the term 
of four years, and your petitioner became ſecurity for his ſaid Gomaſtah, 
on condition that if the ſaid Joynarain Goffaul would inſiſt to take the ſaid 
place back from your petitioner, or his ſaid Gomaltah, before the term of 
four years are elapſed, he the ſaid Goſſaul ſhould in ſuch cafe take upon 
himfclf all ſuch outftanding debts or balances as may remain due unto your 
petitioner, or his fad Gomaſtah, from the ſaid place, as it is fully ſpecified 
in the contract ſigned by the ſaid Joynarain Goffaul for that purpoſe. _ 

« That on the laſt arrival of Richard Barwell, Efqy at Daccay in the 
month of February 1774, he did charge your petitioner with a profit of 
one hundred and twenty-five thoufand five hundred rupees; on the afore- 
faid two Salt Pergunnahs fo farmed by your peritioner, as a contribution, 
_ contrary to the Honourable Committees Pottahs, and the true intent and 
meaning of the contract executed by your petitioner; and in order to levy 
the ſame, he did the fame year deduct 10, ooo rupees from the amount of 
the advance money, which was ordered to be paid unto your petitioner on 
account of rhe Honourable Company for the proviſiom of fal im the Sevaſh- 
poor Pergunnah, and 10,799 rupees from the amount of the advance 
money which was to be alſo paid unto your petitioner, on account of the 
ſalt proviſion in the Selimabad Pergunnah ; and after ſo doing, he com- 
pelled your petitioner to execute and give him four different bonds for the 
{um of 57,627 rupees in, the name of one Porran Paul for the remainder 
of ſuch contribution, or unjuſt profit, as will appear by the arcount No. 1. 

« That ſome time. after ſuch bonds were extorted of Him, a Jemmadar 
with four Peons were placed to guard his „ and to recover the amount 
of the ſaid bonds; in conſequence thereof, the ſaid Peons did, by ill uſage 
and oppreſſions, recover from your petitioner at different times, altogetker 
48,656 Arcot rupees, beſides the ſum of 283 rupees, which was extorted 
from him by his Jamadar, and the ſaid Peons as per the ſaid account No. 1. 
after ſuch payment being made, two of the aforeſaid four bonds contain- 


ing 36,313 rupees were reſtored unto your petitioner, and he was again | 


committed to the charge of four Peons to pay the amount of the remaining 

two bonds. 3 . a 
« That beſides the above-mentioned unjuſtifiable profits, he, the ſaid 
Gentleman, and his people has extorted from your petitioner ſeveral other 
His Agent. 


unjuſt 
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unjuſt ſums on the Salt Mhals farmed by your petitioner, altogether amount- 
ing to 25,000 rupees as per account No. 2. ay 
And what more affected your petitioner and threatens him with utter 
ruin is, that after all ſuch oppreſſions, injuries, and injuſtice committed on 
him; he, the ſaid Richard Barwell, Eſq; did, about his departure in the 
month of October laſt, for ſelf intereſt, and without the leaſt knowledge 
of your petitioner, wreſt from him the aforeſaid two Mhals and farm them 
to another perſon ; notwithſtanding he extorted from your petitioner a 
conſiderable ſum of money as above related, on account of the ſaid Per- 
gunnahs; this laſt act of exceſs ſurpaſſing thoſe he had till then committed 
on your petitioner, as it has been a tremendous ſhock to his fortune, for 
that a quantity of more or leſs 100,000 Maunds of falt 1s now remaining due 
_ unto your petitioner from the Molungees, Sc. of the ſaid Pergunnah, 
which he could recover had he continued in his farm til! the term ſpecified 
in his contract was elapled, _ B 
„ Your petitioner further humbly begs leave to lay before this. honour- 
able Board, four accounts current between the honourable Company and 
him, relative to his ſalt contracts for two years, marked No. 3, 4, 5 and 

6; by which it will plainly appear, how faithfully your petitioner has per- 
formed ſuch his contracts with the honourable Company, and what loſs he 
has ſuſtained by the meaſures or means above related, _ 

„Under theſe and many other exceſſive and extraordinary oppreſſions, 
your petitioner has been entirely ruined, and muſt inevitably be annihilated 
with his family and children, unleſs this honourable Board will be pleaſed 
to ſtretch out its hand of relief and interpoſe in his behalf; at the ſame 
time humbly hopes this honourable Board will pardon him for the freedom 
he took in giving this ſuccinct account of the grieving hardſhips he met 
with, and is now labouring under, and humbly hopes to be relieved. 

15 And your petitioner, Sc.“ 


4 
— 


No. 2 


The underwritten is an account of the extraordinary and unwarrantable 
profits taken or received from me by Richard Barwell, Eſq; late chief of 
Dacca, on the two ſalt diſtricts farmed by me from the honourable Com- 
pany, the one called Duccan Savagepore, and the other Selimabad; con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning of che Pottahs granted to me by the 
honourable Company, and the contracts exccuted by me to the faid ho- 
nourable Company; that is to ſay, 65,000 rupees was taken on Duccan 
Savagepore, and 60,500 on Selimabad ; both ſums amounting to 1,25,500 
_ rupees, which was paid in the tollowing manner, viz. | 
1774, March 29. To caſh paid Mr. Holland by Guddader 
1 Shroff or Banker Arcot rupces - „ 
April 12. To caſh deducted by order of Richard Bar- 
well, Eſq; by Mr. Holland, from the amount of 


6,538 8 


Carried forward, 
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3 Brought forward, 6, 338 8 
the advance money paid to me on account of the ho- 
nourable Sone for the ſalt proviſion in the 
Mhall or diſtrift Selimabad 5 den ene & 


Ore 2 | - ; 

To caſh paid; that for the remainder of the abovemen- 
tioned unjuſt profits, four different intereſt bonds 
were wreſted from me, in the name of one Porawn 
Paul, banker, for the ſum of 77,627 rupees as aboye- 
mentioned, In part of which bonds, the followin 
ſums were paid to Mr. Holland in the following pe- 
riods by force and compulſion through the hands of 

\ Guddadar, banker, viz, | e 

„ , Arcot rupees 16,000 o 

Ditto 29. — f...... ». Þ 

Sept. 8. - ws — 135,000 © 

Ditto 20. - - „ 7,000 0 

Ditto 29. V " $5,000 © 

| | - 48,653 12 


1,608 12 


wa. 


To Jamadars and Peons of Richard Barwell, Eſa; t 
whoſe charge I was delivered to pay ſuch unjuſt 
lll TY 


| 


1 Acot rupees, 69,739 0 
To diet, Sc. paid from the 2d to the 18th December 

laſt to Mr. Purling's Peons, who were likewiſe placed 

over me to recover the remainder of the above unjuſt 
bonds — LF e „ 


. 


Arcot rupees 69,831 8 


—— 


No. Il. 


The underwritten, is an account of ſundry unjuſtifiable ſums taken from 
me by Richard Barwell, Eſq; for and on account of his farms, or on the 
revenue account of the ſalt mhalls or diſtricts, &c. from the time of his laſt 
arrival at Dacca, to the time he returned back to Calcutta, and alſo the 
ſums extorted by his people, viz. . 

1774. Dec. 29. To caſh paid on account of the revenue for the +3 ſhare 
of the Savagepore Pergunnah, which was ſeparated by him 

from the whole that was farmed by Nitty Cazanahe, and 

FOE 3E ; farmed 


75 { 
1 


( 394) 


5 tuned to me. for the terms of. five years, by a pottah- 


granted to me by the honourable Company; but four 


months after he reſted the ſaid Pergunnah from me, and 
gave it again to the ſaid Nitty, after having received the. 


following ſums from me on that account, 
Paid to Mr, Barwell = - "000 


Paid to Namrutton, bis Dewan or Banian 23.5500. 


Dec. 3. To caſh paid to Joynarain, Dewan or Banian to 


Mr. Shakeſpeare, on the above account 


March 31. To the profit he took from me on 10,000 + 
maunds of ſalt boiled in the ſaid place, which delivered 
to him on account of the honourable Company, over 
and above the quantity contracted for agreeably to my. 
contract; but he did not deliver the ſaid quantity of. 
ſalt to che Company, he detained or. took it for himſelf; 
and charged me with a profit. at go per cent. on the 
10, oo0 maunds of ſalt, under pretence of failure, which 


profit was paid him in the following manner : 


He took a bond, bearing date 25th January 8,000 
Paid his Banian Rawrutton 5 -. 1, 00 


Intereſt paid on the above $00 Types for 


a month and a half — 90 


on being hard preſſed, and when labouring under oppeſ- 


ſion and diſtreſs, for the payment of. the remainder of 


the unjuſt profits mentioned in the account No. 1, I did 


as, a laſt reſource apply to Ramrutton, Banian to Ri- 
chard Barwell, Eſq; and earneſtly entreated him to in- 


terpoſe in my behalf, and put a ſtop to the remainder 
of ſuch unyuſt demand. | He Ramrutton demanded. 
4,000 rupees to be paid him before-hand as a reward 
for ſuch ſervice. I paid him only.2,000 rupees, and 
promiſed him to pay the remainder, or the other 2,000 
on his performing that ſervice; he received the ſum, 
and afterwards faid he endeayoured too much, but could 


not prevail on his maſter — - 


March 26. That in the month of December, o on Mr. Bar- 
wells wreſting from him a mhall or diſtri, called Mo: 
habadpore, which I had farmed from one Ramlochun, 
for the term of five years, and giving it again to Ram- 


lochun, contrary to the honourable Company's pottab, 
and without my. knowledge, I did * a petition apply 


Carried forward, 


ER 


— 


8,50 


27000 


9,050- 


2 ,Q00: 


— — 


21,590 
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Brought forward, 21,590 
to the honourable Board in Calcutta, againſt ſuch unjuſt 
roceedings of that gentleman. The honourable Board, 
redreſſed me, by ſending their order to reſtore, the ſaid 
mhall to me; which reſtoration was ſtopped by Mr. 
Barwell, and the order of the honourable Board took 
no place, until 1500 rupees was paid to him, and 500 
' © rupees to his Banian, Rumrutton; which ſums was paid 
to them or their people, by Guddadar, banker 2,000 
Dec. 13. Joynarain Gofaul, did curtail or dedu& © 
1,500 rupees, from a certain amount of the ad- 
vance money which was ordered to be paid me 
for the proviſion of falt at Selimabad on account : 
of his contract with the honourable Company, © 1 


and retained 1 it for himſclt and his ac and 1,0 
i 


Arcot rupees 25,999 


| Ve 


3E 2 „„ 


4 8 


{4.996 ). 
| No. III. 1 
An Account of the Salt delivered in the Year 1773. 


3 
To 45,000 .maunds of ſalt delivered to Mr. Alias Abraham into 
the honourable Company's Golas * = - Maunds 45,000 
To 20,000 maunds of ſalt delivered to ſeveral perſons by order of 
the then chief of Dacca and the Dewan of Dacca - 20,000 
e 
65,000 
To balance due to the Company, which is long time ready to be 
e in the Golan - - — „ 


Maunds 66, 7 50 


6 — —— 


No. W. 


The Honourable Company in Account with CojaGavorke, the Farmer of 


Dackan Savagepore, in the D frricts of Dacca, 
op 

177 .* To amount of 50,000 maunds of ſalt, for which I have en- 

tered into an agreement with the Honourable Company 

to give the aforeſaid go, ooo maunds of ſalt at 80 rupees 

for every hundred maund, and that the Honourable 

Company is to advance me 12 4 anas upon every rupee on 

the whole contract, and the remainder 4 anas upon every 

rupee after the delivery of all the aforeſaid go, ooo maunds 

of ſalt, Further agreed, that in caſe I can make more 

ſalt than the aforeſaid 50,000 maunds, I am to deliver 

the ſame to the Honourable Company at the rate of 105 

rupees per hundred maunds. Now I charge only the 

50,000 maunds of ſalt at 80 rupees per hundred maunds, 
and which is delivered at the time agreed on, — 10.0 

1 o 20,000 maunds of falt, which was delivered more tan 

the aforeſaid 50,000 maunds, at 105 rupees per hundred 

maunds, — — — — 21,000 


Arcot Rupees 61,000 


— — — 


® The Company's Warehouſes. 
+4 To advance 75 per cent. ang pay the remaining 25 per cent, aſter gelirery. 


4 


No. III. 
An Account of the Salt delivered in the Year 1173. 
. or „ 
By ſalt agreed on | - - - Maunds- 50,000 
By more ſalt, ditto -, e 
zßjzZjZ3 ( ˙—“!l 
Deduct from ditto, the dryneſs of 65,000 maunds of falt in the 
golah, becauſe they did neglect to receive in proper time which : 
. was allowed by the Dewan, &c. at 5 per cent.. _. 3,250 
Maunds 66,750 


ES No. IV. 


The Honourable Company in Account with Coja Gavorke, the Farmer 
| _ ... of Dackan Savagepore, in the Difiritts of Dacca. 


1773. By caſh (in the month of Pooſe; Bengal ſtile) from Hurry 

Mullick, the Dewan of the Honourable Company at 
Dacca, on account ef the ſalt; but a receipt was given 
by me for 30,000. rupees,. received no more than — 27, ooo 
By caſh (in the month of Auſor) from the above-named | 
Hurry Mullick, on account of the ſalt; but a receipt 
was given by me for 10, ooo rupees, received no more 
than | —— . — 7 — E — 
By caſh (in the month of Auſor) from Hurry Mullick 
above named, on account of more ſalt delivered; but a 
receipt was given for 10,500 rupees, received no more 
tn! mo. ns anal — — 8,000 


: a 
* * 2 UI 


.9,000- 


Arcot Rupees 44,000 
By balance due to the farmer, — — — 17, o00 


Arcot Rupees 6, ooo 


—— — 
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No. V. 


The Hair Company in Account with Coja-Cavorke, the Farmer 
of Dackan Savagepore, in the Diſiridts of Dacca, 


D i = — ” 

1774. To amount of 505000 maui of ſalt, for which 1 have | 
entered into an agreement, as is particularized in the 
account 1773, at 80 rupees per hundred maunds, — 40,008 

To 27, ooo maunds of ſalt, which was delivered more than : 


the aforeſaid 50,000 maunds of in at 105 rupees per 
hundred maunds, ' — — — — 928,350 


% 


Arcot Rupees 68,350 
"To caſh paid to Richard Barwell, Eſq; the full ſale of 


27, ooo maunds of ſalt, at 200 rupees per hundred 
maunds, — — — — 84, ooo 


Atcot Rupees 1, 22, 330 


— 7 * % 6 
: 


No, VI. 


4. Account 7 the Salt delivered i in the Ye car 1774. 


D- 
To 50, ooo maunds of ſalt delivered: to Mr. Alias Abrabam i into the 
— Honourable Company's: Golah, — — Maunds 50,008 
To 27, ooo maunds of ſalt delivered, but ſince ſold by me, by order 
of Mr. Barwell, as will more fully appear in the account between. 
me and. che Honourable — bed of this Dees — — 27, ooo 
Maunds 77, 000 


— — 


( 399 ) 


No. 2 40 Fant, Ne 


Tie Honourable Copa | in Account with 22 Geverke, the Farmer 
of Daclan e in the Di fericts of. Dacca. 


| c | 
1774. By ol (in the month of Pooſe, Bengal ſtile) from Hurry 
Mullick, the Dewan of the Honourable Company at 
Dacca, on account of ſalt; but a receipt was given by 
me for 30,000 rupees, received no more than — 20, oo 
By caſh received on account of 27,000 maunds of ſalt fold 
by me, at 200 rupees per hundred maunds, to Pykars, 


by order of Richard Barwell, W the then Chief of 


Dacca, — — — — — 54,000 
FEED v2 | 5 | | 74,000 
By. balance due to the farmer, — — — 48,250 


Arcot Rupees. 1,22, 350 


No. VI. 
An Account of the Salt delivered in the Year 1774. 
r_ 
By ſalt agreed on, — — — Maunds $0,000 
By more ditto, — — — — — 27,000 


Maunds 577.000 


K——*«ð˖ — 
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To Mr. Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Council of Revenue. 


pops to | | CAS EK. 
« With this you will receive Kaworke's petition and the papers, all which 
I deſired of you laſt night. 15 „ 
U beg you will inform the Honourable the Governor General and the 
other members, that I conceive the appeal made by Kaworke has two ob- 
jeas; firft, to ſcreen' himſelf from juſtice; ſecondly, to poſſeſs. himſelf of 
a farm to which he has no right, and to defraud m. —— 
It is ſome time ſince I furniſhed an advocate at law with an account of 
my engagements with Kaworke, in order that a proſecution might be com- 
menced againſt him. I think it is about fix weeks or two months ago that 
I defired the opinion of counſel on this proſecution.” 
The whole of Kaworke's relation is a groſs miſrepreſentation of facts; 
the ſimple fact is, that in January 1774, the falt mhals of Savagepore and 
' Selimabad became mine, and were re-let by me to this man, in the names 
of Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſendeb; on condition, that he ſhould account with 
me for profits to a certain ſum, to anſwer the public engagements to the 
Company, and the ſurplus advantages were to remain to himſelf: I can aſſure 
the Gentlemen of the Board, that with reſpect to authoriſing any clandeſtine 
ales, it is a falſity. I did indeed underſtand, that inſtead of money many 
-of the ſalt workers of Savagepore, were paid for their labour in ſalt as ſo 
much money ; of courſe that the proceeds would come clear to the Com- 
| pany, and make Savagepore a very profitable farm; and in the perſuaſion 
bf its being ſo, I engaged for it. If I am miſtaken in my reaſoning, and 
the wiſh to add to my fortune has warped my judgment, in a tranſaction 
that may appear to the Board in a light different to what I view it in, it is 
paſſed, I cannot recal it; and I rather chuſe to admit an error, than deny 
a fact. | £ 
With regard to other matters fet forth in the account, I may aſſure the 
Board with confidence, I have not touched a rupee. 39 5: wi 
Whenever the Board aſſemble, I will give them any further ſatisfa&tion 
they may deſire. „„ 


”, 


J am, &c. 


Gardens, = (Signed) _ Ricnard BARW ELI.“ 
the 234 March, 1775. | | 


| To the Honourable the Governor General, 


SIR, 


« We beg leave to repreſent to you that it is our opinion, that the charge 
brought againſt Mr. Barwell by Coja Kaworke, in his petition delivered to 
Mr, Sumner on the 22d inſtant, with the accounts annexed, and Mr, Bar- 


4 ; well's 
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well's defence, ought to be tranſmitted to the Honourable Court of Direc- 
tors per Anſon, as there will be opportunity for ſeveral months to adviſe 
them of theſe particulars; we therefore requeſt, that you will be pleaſed 
to order a paragraph or poſtſcript to be prepared, and added to the general 
letter from the Revenue department, ſtating the ſubſtance of the above 
charge for the information of the Court of Directors; with an aſſurance, 
that it ſhall be inquired into by us as ſoon as poſſible. 

| = We are, &c. | 
Fort William, | (Signed) J. CLAvERNq, 
z4th March, 1774. . GkoRGE MonsoN, 
PHILLIP FRANc!s.““ 


Read alſo the following Letter from Mr. Barwell, a copy of which was 


alſo forwarded a Number in the packet. . 
To the Honouradle the Governor General, &c. Members of Council. 


Gentlemen, | | 

As the petition of Kaworke's is propoſed to be tranſmitted with your 
general letter to the honourable Court of Directors by this ſhip, to prevent 
any impreſſion prejudicial to the unſullied reputation I have hitherto ſup- 
ported, both in my public and private tranſactions in this country, I beg 
the favour of you at the ſame time to intimate, that I propoſe to lay before 
you all the advantages I have derived from my ſalt engagements ; and that 
]-have pledged myſelf to ſhew to your ſatisfaction, that I was in no reſpect 
concerned in the contraband commerce, Kaworke has the aſſurance to im- 
pute to me; that to the honourable Court of Directors I will ſubmit all my 
rights in ſalt contracts I engaged in; and that if in their opinion thoſe 
rights veſt in the Company, I will account to them for the laſt ſhilling 1 
have received from ſuch contracts, my intentions being upright; and as 1 
never did wiſh to profit myſelf to the prejudice of my employers, by their 
judgment I will be implicitly directed. The other matters ſet forth by 
Kaworke, I requeſt the favour of you to contradict, upon my word, and 
my aſſurance, that if one ſingle farthing of the ſums ſaid to have been paid 
to me, are proved to have gone into my pocket, I will pay into their trea- 
ſury three times the amount of 92 11 ſum that may be proved. 

6 am, &c. 


Om igned) Ricuane BARWELL,” 
24th March, 1975. (Signed) Ricua : 


3 F Extract 


Fort William 
Revenue con- 
ſultations, 3 iſt 
March, 1775. 
Folio 1167. 


Folio 1252» 


Folio 1253, 
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Extract * a Letter from the Provincial Council at Dacca, dated 615 
February, 1775. 


„ anten of the Supreme Court of Judicatnre for the attendance 
of Coja Kaworke in Calcutta having been ſerved upon him, we have taken 
off the Government's peons, and given him up.“ 


Extract of a Letter from the Provincial Council at Dacca, dated 
20th March, 1775. 


« We tranſmit alſo a petition preſented to us by Bulram Baurajee, lay- 


ing claim to the ſalt farms of Selimabad and Seebpore, with the remarks 


delivered in upon the occaſion by the Gentlemen who were Members of 
the Board at the time thoſe meaſures were adopted ; and that the matter 
may appear before you at one view, we have incloſed a copy of the Pro- 
ceedings and Reſolutions, which form the ſubject of his complaint. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Dacca Nei Council of Re- 


venue, dated 29th September, 1774 


Read the petition of the Sudder * farmers of the Tuffals + of Selima- 
bad, &cc. | | 


« Your petitioners, in the year 1179, farmed * Tuffals of Selimabad, 
Seebpore, &c. and engaged for the delivery of 1, 0, ooo maunds of ſalt 
to the Sircar 1. After they had concluded the contract, they were induced 


by application from Bulram Banigee, to make him their manager upon 


certain conditions, becauſe they eſteemed him to be a man of | property, 
and one, who having long had the ſalt buſineſs, was capable of conducting 
the concern to advantage. Your petitioners: therefore had the names of 
Ramhurry Sircar written in the contract, and Bulram Banigee as the fecu- 


rity ; making him, with his conſent, reſponſible to the Sircar, as he was to 


the coacerned for the buſineſs he had intruſted to him. In the co-.rſe of 


the firſt year, Bulram Banigee, inſtead of delivering the full quantity of 
falt contracted for with the Sircar, fell ſhort of the quantity. | 


e The penalty annexed to the contract for deficiencies in the deliveries 


being inſiſted upon by the Chief, it was with ſome difficulty obtained; and 


about the ſame time Bulram Banigee taking upon him to Cutkinna|| a diviſion 
of the Mhall to Joynarain Goſaul, who gave It to Coja Michael, theſe 
tranſactions created unneaſineſs to your petitioners, and which was further 


increaſed by diſputes that took place in the Mofuſſil reſpecting our 


Head Farmers. + Salt Works, f To Government, [ To ſub-let, 
rights 
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rights to the Seebpore Tuffalls. In the preſent year we are ſtill more a- 
larmed by the account we have received, that the full quantity of ſalt 
engaged to be delivered to the Su car has not yet been brought into Golahs; 
the Tuffall revenue not paid, and that Peons from the Dewanny Adawlet 
are ſet over Bulram Banigee, account ſome demands which Mr. Peter Reed 
has made upon him, and which he is unable to anſwer. This making it im- 
practicable for Bulram to attend in the Mofuſſil; and as our apprehenſions 
for the ſalt of this year muſt appear to your Honour well grounded from 
the full quantity of ſalt not being as yet lodged in Golah ; your petitioners, 
fearful of. incurring diſpleaſure, and dreading the entire ruin of their 
fortune from being further involved by Bulram, humbly pray your 
| Honours for relief from their engagements with Bulram and his agents, 
Your petitioners are ready and willing to the utmoſt of their power to per- 
form the contracts made with the Gentlemen of the Committee; and with 
the bleſſing of God and your favor will perform them. To this end your 
petitioners humbly pray for an acquittal of their engagements with Bulram 
and his engagement with Joynarain Gofaul made over to Coja Michael, 
and to have their authority fully eſtabliſhed in the Mofuſſil.“ WY: 

T he Board calling upon the petitioners, and examining into the particu- 
lars of the repreſentation before them, unanimouſly reſolve to reſtore to the 
principals the authority delegated by them to Bulram, _ =o 
1ſt. Becauſe Bulram, &c. have failed in their engagements to lodge 
within the time ſtipulated the quantity of ſalt to be delivered at the Com- 
pany's golahs, even admitting the ſalt lodged at Culnah (while the dif- 
putes reſpecting the Seepore Khallaries depended) to be a part of his de- 
liveries, : -- + e 5 

2d, Becauſe his preſent circumſtances render him incapable of attend- 
ing to the buſineſs of the Mofuſſil, and of courſe lays him under a legal in- 
capacity for the diſcharge of any public truſt, 5 

zd, Becauſe the groſs miſmanagement complained of, requires effectual 
interpoſition on the part of Government. 
4th, Becauſe the reſumption of a delegated power depends on the 
pleaſure of thoſe who confer it, and who only can judge of the eligibility 
of continuing or retracting the truſt they have repoſed. 3 

gth, Becauſe a truſt held under a particular engagement, is voided 
by the leaſt breach of any of the articles of that engagement, and by the 
failure or want of reſponſibility in either of the contracting parties, or upon 
ſuch ſufficient cauſe as the ſecurity of the Government's revenue when at 
riſk. 

The Board therefore requeſt the Chief to iſſue the neceſſary Per- 
wannahs to eſtabliſh the authority of the Sudder Farmers, and to take ſuch 
meaſures as may with the greateſt efficacy ſecure the public revenue ariling 
from the Salt Farmers. 


Read a petition from the Sudder Farmers of Salt Mhals of Ducken- 
ſavagepoor, &c. | 


3F2 « Your 
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« Your petitioners alarmed by the management of their dependants, 
humbly repreſent to your Honours, that as they are accountable to the 
Sircar for the performances of the engagements entered into with the 
Gentlemen of the Committee, to deliver the full amount of 50,000 maunds 
of Salt to the Sircar, that they hope for the favour of your countenance and 
protection, without which it is not poſſible for your petitioners to conduct 
the buſineſs properly. Your petitioners it is well known to the Gentlemen 
of the Committee, gave in the names of Ramchurn Day, Gomaſtah of 
Coja Carrel, and that of Coja Carrel ſecurity for the contract; becauſe, as 
they were the people to whom your petitioners had intruſted the  manage- 
ment of the concern, it was proper they ſhould be reſponſible with your 
petitioners to anſwer the public engagements ; but theſe people, influenced 
by a bad diſpoſition, and the ſuggeſtions of ill- adviſers, now pretend, be- 
cauſe their names appear in the contract, that your petitioners are not their 
maſters, nor entitled to interfere with the management of the Mofuſſil; but 
as the contrary is fully known to the Chief, and to the Gentlemen of the 
Committee, as well as that your petitioners are engaged for the equitable ' 
performance of the public contract, they pray the interpoſition of your 
Honours, &c. power to eſtabliſh their authority in the Mofuſſil, and have 
it ſo aſcertained, that it may not in future be queſtioned or objected to, by 
any one whoſe names they procured to be written in their contracts. Your 
Honours are fully acquainted it is the uſage of this country, and the practice 
of the native merchants, on many occaſions, to give in the names of their 
Agents, who they propoſe to truſt with the management of a particular 
| buſineſs ; but that the reſponſibility, the diſadvantages, and the benefits of 


the buſineſs have always under thele circumſtances remained with the prin= 


cipals. Your petitioners further beg leave to repreſent, that they underſtand 
the ſalt which ought to be in Golah of the produce of laſt year has been 
clandeſtinely conveyed away, and that they ſhall be compelled to make up 


the difference of price in money to the merchants who purchaſed the ſaid 
falt of your Honours. 


« Your petitioners therefore humbly pray for a Perwannah to eſtabliſh 
their authority, and to enable them to rectify abuſes, and correct the ma- 
nagement of the Mofuſſil, which they can only accompliſh by the ſupport 
their orders and powers may receive, in your favour and protection.“ 

The Chief informs the Board, that he has received intimation from 
Mr. Elias Abraham the Agent, and from the Aumeen acting on the behalf 
of Government at Ducken Savagepoor, that there is not a Chattek of ſalt 
of the laſt year's produce in Coja Cavell's Golahs, and that Coja Cavell is 

unable to ſupply the ſalt lately ſold of the laſt year's produce, agreeably to 
the order tranſmitted into the Mofuſſil. 8 5 
The Board maturely weighing the report of the Salt Agent, and of 
their Aumeen as communicated by the Chief, . 

Unanimouſly adjudge to the merchants who made the purchaſe of 
maunds 12,000 of ſalt of the produce of laſt year, a full compenſation ; 


that 
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that is, the full difference between their purchaſe price and the price of Salt 


at Narrain Gunge, the great Salt Mart of theſe diſtricts; and the Chief is 


requeſted to enforce this reſolve immediately, and with the utmoſt rigour, 
as no excuſe will be taken or liſtened to. TI TT 7 

Reſolved further, That the authority of the Sudder Farmers be ſupport- 
ed in the fulleſt manner, and that the Perwannahs required, and every other 
neceſſary aſſiſtance be granted them to reſtore their affairs, which appear to 
have been much involved by the obvious diſregard they have EXPE- 
rienced. | 


Reſolved likewiſe, That the power and authority of the Sudder Far- 


mers of Sundeep, be enforced with ſimilar Perwannah, as the members 
are unanimous in opinion the meaſure ſhould be as diffuſive and general 
as it is ſalutary. et 1 FE 

True Extract, 3 4 
(Signed) HENRY Lopce, Secretary. 


Extraft of the Proceedings of the Dacca Provincial Council of Re- 


venue, dated March 16, 1775. 


Read the following Tranſlation and Petition of Bulram Bauragee, deli- 


vered to the Board the laſt Meeting. 
, | The Petition of : Bulram Bauragee, 5 
Tour ſlave in the Bengal year 1179, having entered into a bundobuſt 


or engagement for the Mhal of Seebpore and Pergunnah of Selimabad, &c. 


took the farm thereof in the name of Ramhurry, and became his own 
Malzamin or ſecurity, the year when Mr. Grueber was Chief. Your peti- 
tioner in every ſhape performed his engagements, In the Bengal year 1180, 


Mr. Barwell arrived at Jehanguernagur, in the month of Bhaudoon ; and 


having ſettled your ſlave's accounts, ordered the four Ana part of the ad- 
vances of the preceding year, and the twelve Ana part of the year 1180 to 
be paid him“; and your ſlave having (excepting the Sudder charges) receiv- 


ed the whole agreeable to his agreements, - was going in the month of 


Augun into the Mofuſſil, but at that time Mr. Shakeſpear gave in a Durk- 
auſt + to Mr. Barwell, in the name of Bauboo Joynarain Goſaul for the 
Pergunnah of Selimabad ; and as it was agreeable to all the Gentlemen, that 
your ſlave ſhould farm the ſaid Pergunnah to the ſaid Bauboo in Cutkennah F, 
he was remedileſs; ſince the Pergunnah of Selimabad is the head of the 
whole Mhal, it was neceſſity, in order to ſatisfy the Gentlemen, that I gave 
him a writing for it; and the ſaid Bauboo gave your ſlave alſo a writing, 
that whatever balances ſhould from the accounts appear due to him, from 
the Beparries and Molungees, he would be anſwerable for; your ſlave from 
the advances he had received, advanced to the ſaid Bauboo, agreeable to 


Paid him the laſt 2 5 per cent, of the amount of the former year's ſalt, and advanced him 
the firſt payment of 75 per cent. for the ſucceeding year, 
+ A Propoſal, 1 As under Farmer. 


his 
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his agrement with him, to the amount of 1,30,c00 maunds of ſalt, exclu- 
five of Sudder charges, and your flave's profit, which was 6100 rupees, 
and took a receipt for it; but out of that, your flave kept a balance of 
10,000 maunds on account of his debts, with which the ſaid Bauboo being 
ſatisfied, took a bond from your ſlave in the name of Mr. Shakeſpear, 
upon an agreement, that he ſhould give your ſlave credit in payment of 

the bond for the ſums that ſhould appear due to him after an examination 
from the Afſſammies *®. When your ſlave was in the Mofuſſil, the ſaid Bau- 
boo confined your ſlave's Gomaſtah; and having cauſed him to borrow the 
above ſum from the houſe of Huzzeremull, took it. There is a balance 
of 51,c00 maunds of ſalt due to your ſlave from the aforeſaid Pergunnah, 
and two years are elapſed, and your ſlave has not received a cowry F of it; 
and nobedy becomes complainants againſt the ſaid Bauboo. In the part of 
the Mhal that ſtill remained to your ſlave, he made advances in the month 
of Poos; but your ſlave was again diſmiſſed in the month of Phagon, and 
Coja Kaworke, the Armenian, was appointed to the farm of the Mhal in 
the name of Ramſunker Paulit the Mutteſuddy + of Mr. William Holland; 
and the 6100 rupees profit, your ſlave's account from Joynarain Bauboo for 
the Pergunnah of Selimabad, the Gentlemen, having firſt diſgraced your 
ſlave, retook; but ſome days after, they, favouring your ſhave, diſpoſſeſſed 
Ramſunder Paulit, and reinſtated your ſlave as formerly, In this Bengal 
year of 1181, Joynarain Bauboo has received the advances for the Pergunnah 
of Selimabad ; and Mr. William Holland having again taken the farm in the 
name of Ramſunder Pavlit, his Mutteſuddy, of the remainder of the Mhals 
which were under the charge of your ſlave, has received the advances for 
them; amongſt theſe, he has given the farm of the Pergunnah of Buzergo- 
medpore 4n Kutkennah, to Rajah Gongadoes, and the Kulna Mhal, which 
was dependant on the Mhals of the Pergunnah of Jeſſore; your ſave having 
engaged himſelf for the ſpace of two years, in various quarrels, diſputes, 
charges, and a thouſand vexations and intrigues, obtained the ſeparation of 
it from Modendutt, the farmer of the Jeſſore Pergunnah, and its annexa- 
tions to the Jehanguernagur Mhal; and that alſo, the aforeſaid Gentlemen 
diſpoſſeſſed your ſlave of, in the month of Aughen. The ſettlement of 
the Committee remains in force all over the country, but the Gentlemen of 
Jehanguernagur, thinking your ſlave a poor Bengally, have violent| 
divided and taken unto themſelves in the names of their Mutſuddies, all his 
Mhals : your ſlave is weeping and in the greateſt diſtreſs, on account of 
the demands made by merchants upon him, and nobody conſiders him. 
Before this, your ſlave wrote three Arzes || to Mr. Barwell at Calcutta, but 
that Gentleman gave anſwer to your ſlave's Gomaſtah, that he had no longer 
charge of the Dacca buſineſs z and that your ſlave muſt make what com- 
plaints he might have to Mr. Purling. Your ſlave preſented two Arzees to 
Mr. Purling, and alſo complained to him by word of mouth, but did not 
obtain an anſwer ; and your flave has allo wept and complained to the 


Debtors. + A ſmall ſhell which paſſes as the loweſt denomination of Coin. 
t 1be Agent or Accom ptant. betitions or memorials. : 
M utteſuddies, 
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Mutteſuddies, but no one favours him; therefore your ſlave is hopeful, 

that his petition being received into Council he may obtain joſtice. If from 
your ſlave's being unfortunate it is not regarded, grant him a plain anſwer; 
for your ſlave hears, that at Calcutta in the Adawlet of the Lord Impey, 
both rich and poor are equal; your ſlave, wherever he may obtain juſtice, 
ſhall ſeek for redreſs; now your ſlave is hopeful of juſtice.” 


Mr. Shakeſpeare and Mr. Holland having had a previous peruſal of Bul- 
ram's petition, in which they find their names to be mentioned in a very 
invidious manner, have ſeverally drawn up their ſentiments in reply thereto, 

which they beg leave to record. . x Reg 


el cannot avoid remarking, in the firſt place, on the foregoing petition, u, Shake. 
that Bulram Banajee ſeems to have introduced the names of each individual beare's Minute, 
member at this Board, when the reſolution was formed of eſtabliſhing the 
Sudder farmers in their full authority, purpoſely to throw an odium on the 
meaſure, by making it appear that each gentleman was more or leſs pri- 
vately intereſted in it. I truſt it will not be for a moment believed I in 
any degree intereſted myſelf in obtaining the Cutkinna of the Selimabad 
ſalt-farm for Joynarain Gofau}, when I ſolemnly aver, I was wholly unin- 
formed of the circumſtance till long after Joynarain Goſaul was in poſſeſſion 
of the farm ; and this I am willing to depoſe upon oath, if it ſhall be deemed 
__ neceſſary, although Bulram ſays 1 preſented the Durkhauſt to Mr. Barwell. 
As an additional proof that the farm was originally obtained from Bulram 
Banajee without any influence being exerted, and entirely with his aſſent, I 
would propole that Joynarain Goſaul be called upon to produce his engage- 
ments with Bulram Banajee, together with the perſons who witneſſed them, 
and interrogated upon oath; and I am confident, that when Mr. Barwell 
gave his aſſent for Bulram's transferring.the Mhal of Selimabad to Joy- 
narain Goſaul, he was fully aſſured it was with Bulram's concurrence, a 
free act of his own, and that he then thought Joynarain Goſaul's engage- 
ment a full equivalent. I ſay I am confident in this; becauſe, after the 
circumſtance coming to my knowledge, I had ſubſequent converſations with 
Bulram, who in no ſhape thought himſelf aggrieved. The Sudder farmers 
afterwards being fully eſtabliſhed in their authority, granted this farm in 
Cutkinna to the Armenians the ſame year; conſequently. the intermediate 
engagements between Bulram and Joynarain fell to the ground; and for 
the preſent year, the farm being given in Cutkinna directly to Joynarain 
Goſaul, there could be no intermediate engagement with Bulram, and none 
exiſts, The public meaſure by which the authority of the Sudder farmers 
was eſtabliſhed, in conſequence whereof they removed the Cutkinnadars 
from their farms, muſt ſtand or fall by the arguments which at that time 
induced the Board to adopt it, and which are fully recorded upon. our pro- 
ceedings of the 29th September. Added to theſe, I conceive a very ſtrong 
argument againſt Bulram's holding any public truſt, as the mfamous cha- 


rater he bears, as fully appears upon our proceedings in a variety of ac- 
| "i culations 
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cuſations from Mr. Reed of the worſt of crimes, beſides his having in no 
one period fulfilled the engagements he formed, though it cannot be doubted. 
the diſtricts under him yielded to the full amount of his contract. As I con- 
ceived it not improbable that Bulram's complaint might ariſe from the 
Sudder farmers having in the courſe of laſt year oppreſſed him in his farm 
of Sheebpore, I made the beſt inquiry I poſſibly could, the reſult of which 


is the following account, which will clearly ſhew that he has barely made 


good to the Sudder farmers what they have been obliged to pay on account 
of deficiencies on that part of the farm, and that nothing has been received 
from him as a compenſation for his holding the Mhal under them, and that 
'they have reaped no benefit by holding the contract, whilſt they have 
ſuſtained the whole W 


Sudder Farmers in Account Current with the Hovearabl Company for the Di- 
e vifh ton of Sbeepbore. 

J 5 | Crt 
To 42 advance for 67, ooo By Salt delivered 49,000 

Maunds at 110 Rupees, 55,275 Maunds.ä -<- $53,900 
To deficiency of 18,000, 419,800 By Chowtee“ on 2 advance 
To penalty thereon, - 9,000 in the hands of the Ho- 
e 5 | nourable Company, - 18,425 


„55 5 725325 
Balance due to the Com- 
„ ed ne 3 


——_ 84,075 
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Bulram Baraj ee in "How Current with the Sudder Farmers for the Shrephore 
Diviſion of Selimabad, 1180 
| D. | Cee 
To + advance on 67,000 By Salt delivered 49,000 - 53,900 | 
Maunds, = = — 551275 By Caſh received 8 
To deficiency 18,000, - 19,800 him in part of his En- 
To penalty, = - | 9,000 gagements,* = - =- 12,000 
> By Chowtee, to be received 
of the Company, = - 18,425 
84,075 | 84,325 


. Duty or Tribute, + This ſum is not perfectly exact, os the Vackeel of the Sudder 
Farmers aſſerts it to be a few hundred rupees, more or leſs, 


4 Whether 
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* Whether Joinarain Goſaul is a proper perſon to be intruſted in the 
farm muſt be decided by his conduct this year, or of the orders of our ſupe- 
riors. I think if he fulfils his engagements it will be moſt for the Com- 
pany's intereſts it ſhould be continued to him. The peace of the inhabi- 
tants will be better inſured if it remains in his hands than if under the ma- 
nagement of another perſon. As Zemindar of the diſtricts, he has a natural 
intereſt in their welfare, and to diſtreſs the Molungees will in the end fall 
upon himſelf. We have already ſeen the difficulties ariſing from two diſtinct 
authorities in this very diſtrict. The Zemindar complaining that he could 
not obtain his Tuffal Revenue, valued yearly at above 12,000 rupees in his 
Jummabundee “, and the contractor conſtantly accuſing the Zemindar of in- 
terference in his buſineſs, and bringing this as a plea for deficiency. 

 « As we are now upon this ſubject, and I know it has long been the inten- 
tion of the Members of this Board, when the ſeaſon came round, to adopt 
meaſures for the better regulating the ſalt Mhals; and as we have all at 
heart the forming a plan for correcting every abuſe that has ariſen, and eſta- 

_— checks upon the contractors, to prevent the pernicious practice of 
ſmuggling ſalt, and for ſecuring every Chittack that is manufactured to the 
Company (experience having taught us that thoſe now exiſting are inef- 
fectual) I ſhall venture to ſubmit to you a few hints which have occurred to 
me on the ſubject, and ſhall be happy if they are in any degree aſliſtant to 
the Board in leading to what they ſo earneſtly wiſh to effect. The eſtabliſh- 
ment of Chokeys + ſeems the moſt likely to anſwer our purpoſe, could a de- 
pendance be placed on them; but I own I have little faith in their excel- 
lence, nor do I ſuppoſe they could confine themſelves to the purpoſes of 
their inſtitution, but renew thoſe oppreſſions and exactions for which the 
88 have already wiſely judged it expedient to aboliſh all Zemindary 

O eys. | £48.48 SET 5 | | 
„ The placing an officer at Nurrain Gunge, which is the principal, nay, 
almoſt the general, mart of theſe diſtricts for the ſale of ſalt, in quality of 

Inſpector, might be of ſervice; and his inſtructions ſhould be to let no 
boats paſs, nor any ſalt be landed there, without a Rowannah Þ ; and to exa- 
mine and ſee that the quantities imported or paſſed did not exceed what was 
expreſſed in the Rowannah, which he ſhould check by an indorſement ; and 
no ſalt to be exported from thence without his certificate, when he ſhould 
likewiſe write off the quantity paſſed on the back of the Rowannah by which 
it was imported, This expedient I think needful, as it is frequently pur- 
chaſed in ſmall quantities from thence for the conſumption of the neigh- 
bouring diſtricts; and as the Rowannah could not accompany each of theſe 
parcels, a certificate becomes neceſſary, otherwiſe abuſes might ariſe, under 
a pretence of the ſalt having already been imported to Narraingunge by 
Rowannah, and again exported from thence, when poſſibly it is directly 
ſmuggled from the Churrs; the inſpector weekly 10 report to this Board 
the quantity of ſalt imported and exported, and to ſequeſter every maund 


® Rent Roll, + Cuſtom Houſes, A paſſport or permit, 
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_ of ſalt unaccompamed by the Rowannah, giving advice thereof imme- 
diately to the Chief, VVV JF 
The Inſpector to be furniſhed with a proper number of Pulwars *, 
whoſe buſineſs it ſhould be conſtantly to ſearch all the creeks in the Magna 
Burrumpootre, Putter Golah, or Pudder rivers, which lie in the road from 
the ſalt diſtricts, and where there is a likehhood of boats being ſecreted. 
Pofitive injunctions ſhould be given to the agents not to .connive at the 
running of falt; with the aſſurance, that upon the firft proof of any ſalt 
being exported from their diſtricts, without having paid the duty, imme- 
diate diſmiſſion, and diſgrace will be the conſequence, and a proſecution 
be inftituted againſt them VTV 
A publication might be iſſued advertizing, that every boat of alt, 
deficient iof the neceſſary Rowannah or certificate, or exceeding the amount 
therein ſpecified, will be immediately confiſcated, and a reward of half the 
ſeizure be given to the informer. | This advertiſement to be publiſhed par- 
ticularly in the ſalt diſtricts. - „ 55 
% Muchulkas + might be taken from the Zemindars, that no ſalt ſhould be 
permitted to enter their diſtricts for ſalt, unleſs accompanied by a Rowan- 
nah or Certificate; or if in very ſmall quantities, then a writing to be pro- 
Unced, ſigned by the perſon who made the ſale, with a copy of the certifi- 
cate, expreſſing its date and quantity for which it was granted, and binding 
them to ſcize and give information of all clandeſtine imports. TY 
As I underſtand it is the conſtant practice of the Pykars to run a part 
of the ſalt from the Churrs immediately, to the detriment of the contractor, 
as well as the Company. It perhaps might be of ſervice to iſſue Perwan- 
nahs in thofe diſtricts where Pykars are employed, forbidding the removal 
of any ſalt from the Churrs to the Golahs, without an order under the ſig- 
nature of the contractor, and threatening fine and puniſhment upon any 
deviation from this rule. Go) nav donor ln 3 5 
As by a combination with the Agent, a larger quantity may be re- 
moved upon the delivery of the lots; I think it would be a check upon both, 
if the Zemindar or Canongoe of each diſtrict was directed to attend either 
in perſon or by Naib I to ſee the delivery of each lot, keeping an account 
of the amount dehvered. _ Gt ig | | 
Luaſtly, if we could contrive to increaſe the delivery, it might be of the 
greateſt benefit; but it will be objected that this cannot be done till the 
expiration of the contracts. However, I believe every contractor will rea- 
dily enter into it, if, as an inducement, we could alſo increaſe the premium 
upon the ſurplus ſalt; and from the ſales of the laſt and preceding year, I 
think the Company might afford. an advance of twenty or at leaſt fifteen 
rupees per hundred maunds. This will be an additional encouragement to 
the contractors, and will anſwer the purpoſe of the Company, if it is the 
means of increaſing the quantity. 1 gol | 


(Signed) J. SHARK ESP EAR.“ 


* Light boats, + Written obligations, 4 By Deputy. 
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In reply to that part of Bulram Bannijee's petition, that accuſes 
me in particular of having deprived him of his ſalt farm of Sebepore, 
and taken it to. myſelf, I have. only, imply to deny the charge which I con- 
clude he has been. led to advance. from the farm being now held by Ram- 
ſunder Pauler, a very diſtant relatlon of my Banian, and in order artfully to 
give the greater force to his inſinuation, that the dilmiſſion of him from his 
Mahals was not a neceſſary act of Goverameat, but the effect of private in- 
tereſt. As a member of the Board that concurred in this meaſure, it be- 
comes my duty to defend it; for which purpoſe I have only to oppoſe 
matter of fact to general declamation, If to be deficient in the amount 
of his contract, the firſt year he held it; if, upon receiving pardon therefore, 
to fall ſhort in a greater quantity the ſecond year; if, to have ſuch ſuits 
both of a civil and atrociouſly criminal nature, as thoſe of Mr. Reed's 
againſt him, with ſuch ſtrong proofs of his guilt, as at that time to have ren- 
dered it impoſſible for him to attend to his buſineſs in the Mofuſſil, and from 
which lie is not yet cleared, be ſufficient reaſons for diſmiſſing him from 
his farm, Bulram Baurajee can have no juſt cauſe of complaint, and though 
he may bewail the misfortunes he has brought upon himſelf by his miſ- 


Mr Holland's 
Minute, 


behaviour, and malverſations, the weeping and lamentation he deſcribes 


cannot proceed from any injuſtice that he has ſuffered. Should we however 
examine ſtrictly what are his misfortunes, we ſhall find that they lie in a 
diſappointment of his expectations, and not in any loſs that he has hitherto 


' ſuſtained. To thoſe indeed who are ignorant of the ſalt buſineſs, the balances 


Fol, 180. 


he claims may appear a conſiderable loſs; but it is very improbable that 
he has thoſe balances due to him, as he has been engaged in the ſalt buſineſs 


many years; during which time he has managed it to the great loſs and 
diſadvantage of thoſe who have employed him (I mean of individuals who 
employed him,) as an agent before the Company took the manufacture 
of the ſalt to themſelves; in whoſe accounts he always brought in ex- 
travagant balances, for which he has had an opportunity of debiting the 
ſalt pykars, as advances made to them ſince he has managed the buſineſs 
on account of the Company. Balances may be carried on in this manner, 


from year to year, for ever; but it is unfair to admit them after, at the ut- 


moſt, the third year; they ought then to be thrown in the account coſt of 
the ſalt, and if: a, profit does not accrue notwithſtanding, it cannot anſwer 
to any perſon, to be concerned in the trade, Beſides, now it 1s in the hands 
of one perſon, it is infinitely more improbable. that there ſhould be ba- 
lances, than when. it was. apen ; and there, were rivals for the Pykars, or 
perſons through whom the advances are made to the Molungees or ſalt 
manufacturers; and who received advances from many different perſons. 
For my part, I have not a doubt of the fallaciouſneſs of Bulram's balances ; 
but allowing them, what I can. never ſuppoſe to be, juſt, and that they are 
ſunk, ſtill he muſt have reaped a very handſome profit; for he is well verſed 
in the tricks of the buſineſs, and it is natural to conclude that his failures 
in his engagements to the Company have been attended with ſome ad- 

| 3 G 2 | vantage 
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vantage to him. No further reaſons however than. theſe repeated failures 
are, in my opinion, required for diſmiſſing him from his farm, inſomuch 
that I would without heſitation give my vote for any of the preſent far- 
mers being diſmiſſed upon the ſame grounds; and in order effectually to 
prevent theſe failures in future, I would propoſe that the penalty be raiſed 
from 50 to 100 rupees the 100 maunds, which will entirely remove the 
inducement to running the ſalt fo as to occaſion a deficiency. In reſpect 
to the Mhal being now in the hands of Ramſunder Paulit, when it was de- 
termined to diſmiſs Bulram, he thought he had an equal right with 
others to offer himſelf for the farm, and, being a reſponſible man, was ac- 
cordingly accepted by the Council. Certainly there can be no greater ob- 
jection to his holding of it than to Bulram Barraje's, on account of any 
improper influence he may derive by reaſon of his connection with my ſer- 
vant, ſince Bulram is entirely a dependant on the Dewan of the province, 
who from his office, joined to the eaſy intercourſe he muſt neceſſarily have 
with the natives, enjoys a power ſuperior to any member of the Council. 
1 as (Signed) Wh, HorLanv.” 


The chief delivers in the following minute which he had prepared on 
this occaſion, and is happy to find the other members of the Board concur - 
with him in the expediency of forming a plan for the better regulation of 
JJJJ;ö;B . EET MD on fo ek 

The chief object of Bulram Bundajeah's petition, which has now been 
read at the Board, ſeems to be the recovery of the ſalt farms he received 
from the Committee of Circuit. As to the manner in which he was deprived 
of them, I doubt not but the gentlemen who then held the adminiſtration of 
the Dacca province can aſſign very ſatisfactory reaſons for the meaſures they 
adopted. We have received Bulram's petition, that we might obviate any 
imputation of negligence, in affording redreſs to perſons under our juriſ- 
diction, who think themſelves aggrieved. Burt I do not conceive, that the 
acts of a former adminiſtration ought to be ſubje& to reviſion before the 
{ame Board; becauſe, the orders of the Provincial councils are always liable 
to immediate appeal at Calcutta; however, if the gentlemen whoſe names 
are here introduced now judge it neceſſary, they will of courſe record their 
remarks upon the preſent application, for the ſatisfaction of our ſuperiors. 
But, leaving the rights of individuals to be a matter of future diſcuſſion, I. 
beg leave to draw the immediate attention of the Board to an object of 
eſſential importance to the public intereſt, I mean the prevention of em- 
bezzlement and ſmuggling at the places where the ſalt is manufactured; whilſt 
it is adjudged expedient to make a monopoly of this article for the benefit 
of Government, it behoves the agents of adminiſtration to render it com- 
pletely a monopoly, by ſecuring the whole produce of the ſeaſon for the 
public auction, otherwiſe the contractors will naturally ſecrete as much as 
they are able for private ſale, which will yield them a larger profit es 

5. 925 l they 
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they would gain by delivering the whole to Government; and the ſupplies 
they thus ſend to market, being ſold for a lower price than the Company's 
purchaſes can afford to take, muſt conſequently deprive the Company of 
the benefit they ought to derive from their excluſive right of proviſion, and 
injure thoſe who purchaſe at the Company's auction. This is an evil 
which appears to me to demand a vigorous application of our authority; 
more eſpecially as the ſeaſon is now at hand, when only our meaſures can 
operate with effect for reſtraining this pernicious practice; and I am more 
deſirous that we ſhould be ſpeedy in our determinations, becauſe I have in- 
telligence that ſome ſecreted ſalt of this year's produce has already been ſold. 

Whilſt I am upon this ſubje& another remark occurs to me; I confeſs I 
could wiſh that the penalty of the contracts had been greater than 50'rupees 
per 1co maunds, becaule that does not appear to me adequate to the advan- 
tage which ariſcs from the clandeſtine ſale of ſalt, and thus the contractor 
becomes a gainer by breaking his engagements —If this is really a defect in 
the original contracts, we ſhould take the firſt opportunity that offers for 
correcting it. But, whilſt the preſent contract for five years remains valid, 
| I fear this objection cannot. be removed, without ſubjecting Government to 
imputations of injuſtice, IL OT 

However, if a ſcheme could be formed to prevent any ſalt from being 
clandeſtinely tranſported and ſold, the inſufficiency of the penalty would not 
be of ſuch material detriment; ſince we ſhould then ſecure to the Govern- 
ment, that which the contractor is bound to deliver in performance of his 
engagements, as well as the ſurplus quantity he may manufacture, and 
which he would ſell privately for his own emolument. The tenor of the 
leaſes given by the Committee of Circuit, ſubjects all ſecreted ſalt to. con- 
fiſcation.—Bur as there ſeems to be no checks eſtabliſhed, by which theſe 
colluſive procedures can be diſcovered, the condition itſelf becomes inef- 
ficacious.—l think if the ſalt agents did their duty, they might be able to 
diſcover the greateſt part of the ſalt ſecreted, and ſeize it for the public 
ſervice. —But without relying ſolely upon their endeavours, I would re- 
commend, that we ſhoyld at the ſame time. adopt other meaſures, which 
may enable us to inveſtigate the quantity of ſalt actually manufactured at 
each place, and prevent any perſons whatſoever from engaging in the ſale 

or tranſportation of ſalt that is not covered by the Government's Rowannah. 
I am ſenſible that the ſubject I propoſe is intricate, and that the chicanery 
of the people employed in the ſalt buſineſs, has frequently defeated the vi- 
gilance both of Government and of individuals; however, although we may 
not be able to remove all abuſes, I doubt not but a ſtrenuous and diſintereſt- 
ed exertion of our endeavours, will conſiderably increaſe the advantages 
which the company have hitherto derived from the ſalt manufactured in the 


Dacca diſtricts. 
(Signed) C. W. B' Rovs. 


fa) 


The Sudder farmers Vacqueel ws being called upon to reply to Bulram's 
petition, and a copy delivered to him for that purpoſe: replies, That his 
principals are in Calcutta, and he can give no anſwer without receiving their 
directions, but will inſtantly tranſmit ro them the petition now delivered to 
him, . them of the Board's requiſition. 


40% Extra of Fort William Revenue Confultations, 
188 35% March, 1775. 


Mr. Basel moves the Board, That a Committee be appointed to take 
into conſideration what he has to offer upon the ſubject of Kaworke's peti- 
tion; and in order to enable him in a connected manner to paſs through 

the different accounts and papers that may be nn in Ne his ſalt 
concerns. 


Agreed, a Committee be formed accordingly, to-conſiſt of the whole 
Board, and not to aſſemble with fewer than three. 


*% 


day , 


— Port William, the a of April, 17735. 
AT A COMMITTEE, 
PRESENT, 
Lieutenant Gen. Joun CLaveriNnG. 
The Hon. Gzo. Monson. 


Rricn. BazweLL, Eſq | 
 Pmitie Francis, Eſqʒ 


pus: Board being met agreeably to their reſolution of the 31ſt ultimo, 
Coja Kaworke | is called in, and delivers in a petition. 


Upon bn aſked, If it relates to the matter the Board are going to in- 
quire 8 anſwers, That it does. 


The former petition, delivered in the 22d March, being ſhewn to him, 
he i is aſked if it is his, « and anſwers | it is. 


Agent. 


— 


8 Read 


6415) 


Read the petition and incloſures entered on the proceedings of the 3 iſt 
of March. | 1 | 1 


Read the new petition and incloſures as follows? 


To the Hon. Warren Haſtings, Ef, Covernor G eneral, Sc. ſupreme Council 
_. at Fort William. 9 5 4 


The humble petition of Gaworke Simon, 

„ That having had a better explanation of the petition and accounts 
lately laid before you for your conſidetation, I humbly beg permiſſion to 
ſabjoin thereto theſe further accounts, which I hope will more clearly ſhew 
to you the particular and very great loſſes ſuſtained by undue extortions, and 
by unjuſt treatment, from the Company's then chief Agent at Dacca, by 
being (without the leaſt colour of juſtice) diſpoſſeſſed of the farm of Sa- 
vagepore, rented by leaſe granted from the Company's Agents, and by 
deed delivered and atteſted under the Company's feal ; on which your pe- 
titioner was given to hope the greateſt faith and credit might be reſted b 


k ? : y 
your petitioner's quiet and peaccable poſſeſſion of ſaid farm during the term 
of the grant thereof Miner” Dk - 2950011 


« Your petitioner, therefore, by his former petition, as well as by this, 
moſt humbly prays, that he may for hwith effectually be put in full and quiet 
poſſeſſion of ſaid farm, and continue to the end of his teaſe without any mo- 
leſtation, and be reimburſed all loſſes and damages be may or mall have 
ſuſtained to the time of his being, put in repoſſeſſion thereof, or otherwiſe 
your petitioner humbly prays the Company may make good to him (and 
his partner Coja Michael Sarkiſs) all loſſes and damages ſuſtained, and profits 
that might have been gained, had he been ſuffered to continue in ſaid farm 
to the end of his grant (as the accounts now produced particularly ſhew). 
And your Petitioner, &e, 


(Signed) Gavorke Simon.” 


Neo. I. | 
Richard Barwell,, Eg, De 


; 1773. To Caſh paid on acrount of the revenue for 7 ana“ ſhare of 
the Savagepore which was under the Zemindarry of Jaffer Allee, 


Seven ſixteenth parts, 


and. 
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and one Nitty Cazanchy was the Alladar of ſaid farm, and ſince 
farmed to us for the terms of four years; but four months after 
he wreſted the ſaid Pergunna from us, and gave it again to the 
ſaid Nitty, after having received the following ſums from him on 
that account, as follows: | 9 | 


Paid to Mr. Barwell, — — — 5.000 
Paid to Ramrutton his Dewan, or Banian, by you. 
order, — — — — 3,500 


To Caſh paid to Joynarain, Dewan, or Banian, to 
Mr. Shakeſpeare, for and on account of his 
maſter Mr. Shakeſpeare, on the above account, 2,000 

On being hard preſſed, and when labouring under oppreſ- 

ſions and diſtreſs for the payment of the Wande er of 
the unjuſt profits mentioned in Account No. II. I did 
as at laſt apply to Ramrutton, Banian to Richard 
Barwell Eſq; and earneſtly requeſted him to interpoſe 
on our behalf, and put a ſtop to the remainder of ſuch 
unjuſt demand, he the ſaid Ramrutton demanded 4000 
rupees to be paid him beforehand for ſo doing. We 
accordingly paid him the ſaid Ramrutton only 2000 
rupees, and promiſed to pay the remainder (2000 ru- 
;pees) on his performing that ſervice he received this 
ſum, and afterwards ſaid, that he endeavoured too much, 
but could not prevail on his maſter (Mr. Barwell) 2,000 
That in the month of December, on Mr. Barwell's wreſt- 
ing from us a Mhall, or Diſtrict, called Mohabat Poor, 
which was farmed by us from one Ramlochun, the 
original farmer of it, for the term of five years, 
and giving it again tothe ſaid Ramlochun, contrary to 
our contract, and without our knowledge, we did by 
a petition apply to the Honourable Board in Calcutta 
againſt ſuch unjuſt proceedings of that Gentleman; the 
Honourable Board redreſſed us by ſending their order 
to reſtore the ſaid Mhall to us; which reſtoration was 
ſtopped by Mr Barwell, and the order of the Honour- 
able Board took no place till 1500 rupees was paid to 
him, and 500 rupees to his Banian Ramrutton, which 
ſums paid to them or their people by Gudadar Bank- 
JZ! “P 2,090 

Joynarain Goſaul did curtail or deduct, by your 

.order, the ſum of 1500 rupees from a cer- 


— a———ga—_l: 


Carried forward 2,000 12,500 


% 


Brought forward, 2,000 12,500 
tain amount of the advance money which 
was paid us for the proviſions of ſalt at Seli- 


mabad, — — — — 135,300 
3,500 
Arcot Rupees 16,000 
—— 


(Signed) GAvoRRE Simon, for himſelf, and for 
Coja MicHAEL SARKISS, 


3 H | 5 No. II. 
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D- 
To Caja Gavorke Simon, and Cœja Michael Sartiſs, 


The Honourable Company, 


To balance of an account due to me from you in the year 1772, 
and the particular account of which delivered into the Honour- 

able Committee — ho 

To balance of an-account due to me from you in the year 1771. 
and the particular account of which alſo delivered into the Ho- 
nourable Committee. 

To amount of outſtanding debts and balances due to me from ſun- 
dry Molungees and Pykars on the farm of Savagepore; for 
which I being diſpoſſefſed, and unjuſtly turned out by the Com- 


pany's chief 2 agent at Dacca, and am thereby prevented from 


recovering the ſame = - n 5 


To expences laid out in cutting down trees and clearing two 


jungles adjoining to the farm of Savagepore, a pottah of which 


was granted us by the Zemindar, and which jungles we had 
prepared and cleared the ground for boiling ſalt; but was diſ- 


poſſeſſed thereof, when turned out of the aforeſaid farm by the 
Company's chief agent at Dacca — 5 


To our annual profits which we could have made of the nine 
Anas * on the aforeſaid farm of Savagepore, had we been per- 


mitted (as in juſtice we ought) to have continued peaceably in 
poſſeſſion to the end of our leaſe granted by the agents of the 
Honourable Company, and which would have expired at the 
end of the year i777; to which time from the time of being 
diſpoſſeſſed thereof, makes three years, at 16, OOO Per annum 


186. 800 


Arcot rupees 


17,000 


48,350 


57750 


15,700 


48 ,000 


"ia Gr S1MoN for himſelf 
and for Coja MichAEL SARK1ss. 


N. B. There is an outſtanding claim or mortgage due to us from Jaffier 


Ally Zemindar, of Seven Anas + of Duccan Savagepore, which, 
by being unjuſtly turned out from the aforeſaid farm, we have 
no hope of recovering, unleſs effectually aſſiſted by the agents 
of the Company to recover the fame; in which caſe when re- 
covered we ſhall be fatisfi-d, otherwiſe we ſhall conſider on the 
Company our debtors for che lame, to the amount of Rupees 
We alſo made an abſolute purchaſe of four Anas T of the Zemindary 
lands of the aforeſaid farm, from Jaffer Ally the Zemindar 


Nine ſixteenth patts. + Scven ſixtcenth parts. I Four ſixteeenth parts. 


chereof, 


22,000 


( 4083 _} 


thereof, whoſe bill of ſale we have ready to produce, that if we 
are put in full and quiet poſſeſſion of this fair purchaſe, from” 
which we have been unjuſtly turned out by the Company's chief 
agent at Dacca, in that caſe we ſhall be ſatisfied ; etherwiſe 
we muſt look upon and conſider the Company our debtors for 
the loſſes and damages thereby ſuſtained, which amount to 
| Rupees 30, ooo 


No. I. 


The underwritten is an account of the extraordinary and unwarrantable 
profits taken or received from me by Richard Barwell, Eſq; under the 


name of Buſſent Roy, and Kiſſen Deb, on the two ſalt diſtricts, the one called 


Puccan Savagepore, farmed by me from the Honourable Company (contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of the Pottah granted to me by the Honour- 
able Committee under the Company's feal); and the other called the Seli- 
mabad, alſo farmed by me from Joynarain Goſſaul, that is to ſay 65,000 
rupees was taken on Duccan Savagepore, and 60,500 rupees on Selimabad 
above-named ; both ſums amounting. to 125,500 rupees, which was ex- 
torted from me in the following manner, vir. 

1774. March 29. To caſh paid to Jaggernaut Shroff, banker E Bog, 
to Mr. Holland through the hands of Goddadar 6,338 8 

April 12. To caſh deducted by order of Mr. Barwell by 
Mr. Holland, from the amount of an advance money 
which was ordered to be paid me on account of the 
Honourable Company, for ſalt proviſion in the mhall _ 
or diſtrict Selimabad . Arcot rupees 11,238 8 
To a further deduction made from the amount of 
advance of caſh, which was likewiſe ordered to be 
paid me for ſalt proviſion in the mhall Duccan Sa- 


vagepore on account of the Honourable Company 1,668 12 
To caſh paid Mr. Holland's banker, Jaggernaut, 17 
through the hands of Goddadar _,- 6 1,333 8 


To caſh, that in part, or on account of the aforemen- 
tioned unjuſtifiable and illegal profits, four different 
bonds were extorted from me in four different 

months, in the name of one Porran Paul, for the 
ſum of 77,627 rupees; and for levying the ſame, 
four Peons were by his Mr. Barwell's order placed 

on me; on being hard preſſed and much oppreſſed 

by Mr. Barwell's order, I paid in part of the afore- 
ſaid four bonds the following ſums to Choiton By- | 


Carried forward, 20,799 4 


( 422 ) 


Brought forward, 20,99 4 
lack, Dewan to Mr, Barwell, through the hands of 
Guddader ShroffF or banker, viz. 


Auguſt the 26. - Arcot rupees 16,000 © 
Do. 29. - ** 5,056 12 
September 8. 5 - 15.000 90 
Do. 20. 5 80 8 „8 
Do. 29. - - 5,000 O 


3 — 18.656 1 
To caſh extorted by his Jamadar and Peons who were 


laced over me as diet and cultom, &c. 5 
To ditto paid Mr. Purling's peons, from the 2d to the e 
18th December for diet, &c. - ls 92 8 


„ L Alrcot rupees 69,831 8 
* Queſtion, Where is your Pottah for Duccan Savagepore, granted to 
you by the Committee of Circuit in the year 1772 
Anſwer. The Committee wrote my name in the book, and told me 
Mr. Grueber would give me a Pottah which he produces.” 
| Ordered, It be tranſlated, and that it be entered as follows: 


Tranſlation of a Duſtuck under the ſeal of the Khalſah, and the ſignature of Mr, 
Gerueber, directed to Radab Churn. 7 


As the farm of the Mhall of the Pergunnah Duccan Savaſhpore in 
Dacca, and Chur Marlunjah has been made over by Cojah Kaworke to 
you for five years, beginning in the Bengal year 1179, and ending in 
1183, you are hereby- directed to pay the moſt ſcrupulous attention to the 
juſt and proper management thereof, and to ſhew every ſpecies of encou- 
ragement to the officers and Molungees of the Pergunnah; that by fo 
doing, the ſalt buſineſs may be rendered flourifhing, and a greater quantity 
provided'than in any former period. You will receive at the beginning of 
every year g of the eftabliſhed price of the ſalt by way of advance, beſides 
the expences attendant upon building Golahs, hiring boats, &c. and im- 
mediately upon the receipt of this money, you are to eftabliſh Golahs at 
Chuntuah ; in which, as is written in the Cabooleat “, you have given under 
your ſeal and ſignature, you will depoſit the ſalt, of the quantities of which 
you are to give a monthly account; after which, the remaining + of the 
price is to be paid 'to you. If you are unable to deliver the whole of the 
quantity for which you have agreed with Government, a fine of fifty rupees 
upon every 100 maunds of ſuch deficiency, beſides the original price, ſhall 
be levied upon you. If you provide a greater quantity than is ſpecified in 
your agreement, you ſhall be intitled to receive twenty-five rupees above 
the eſtabliſhed price for every hundred maunds ; but you are not to {ell a 
ſingle ſeer to any one elſe. If you are detected in felling ſalt, it ſhall be 
* The Counter-part of the Leaſe, | | 


confiſcated 
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conficated to the Government. After the expiration of five years, you are 
not to give in any claim for balances in the country; if you do, it will not 
be attended to. The Beaſſanees, Pykars, and Molungees, and officers of 
the Pergunnah are to conſider you as the farmer of the Mhal, to attend 
upon you to take advances from you, and to boil and provide ſalt, &c. 
and they are to liſten to every thing which you imagine will be for the 
intereſt of the Government. Be attentive to what is above written, dated 

the ſecond of Rumzan ul Moubaruik, in the 14th year of the reign, or the 
 1&th of Augun, in the year 1179. 

* Qyetien, Have you an Engliſh tranſlation of this Pottah! ? 

% Anſwer, No. 

* Queſtion, Can you, explain to us the conditions of the Pottah, and in 
whoſe name it is? 

„ Anſwer, Les. 

% c Queſtion. In whoſe name 81t? _ 

« Anſwer, In the name of my Gomaſtah * Radachurn, on the part of 
Kaworke. 
Queſtion. Was you to pay an annual rent for the farm of Duccan 
Savaſhpore, excluſive of the ſalt which you was to furniſh the Company 
with ? 

e Anſwer. I was to pay to the Zemindar 11 ,000 Arcot rupees Revenue, 
and I gave him a prefent of 300 rupees annually. 

% 9weſtion. Was the Company to derive no other profit from the farm, 
but that which aroſe from the manufacturing the ſalt? 

„ Anſwer. No other than what is exprelled i in the Pottah. 

-« Queſtion. What is the quantity of ſalt you was to furniſh every year, 
according to the terms of your Pottah, for the Company? 

e Anſwer. I agreed with the Committee to furniſh the quantity of fifty 
thouſand maunds of ſalt, and executed a Cabaoleat to that purpoſe ; but 
afterwards Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo inſiſted on my furniſhing ren 
thouſand maunds more on their joint account. 


% Ducſtion, Who is Hurry Baboo ? 
« Anſficer. Ram Hurry Mullick, the Com any? $ Dewin at Dacca, 


« Oxueſtion, Did you remonſtrate n Tg this additional ten 
thouſand maunds of falt ? 

* Anſwer. | complained of it to Mr. Grucber, but he did not pay any 
attention to me. 

% Queſtion. Did you fulfil your agreements with the company for the 


years 1773 and 1774. 
-66. Anſwer, Yes, did. | 
“ 9ueſtion. Did you pay likewiſe the a quantity of ten 


thouſand maunds of ſalt each year, viz, 1773 and 1774 to Mr. Gruber 


and Hurry Baboo ? 
* Anſwer, I furniſhed it the firſt year as ſtated in my accounts, and I 


did not give it the ſecond year. 


9 A | 
My Agent e Olin 
6 nt? [ - 
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« Queſtion. Did you not give it the year 1774 ? 

« Anſwer, No, only in the firſt year. 

« Oveſtion. Did you pay any thing in lieu of the ten thouſand maunds 
of falt for 1774, due to Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo, or to any other 
perſon ? 

« Anſwer. | did not. 

« Queſtion. Did Mr. Grueber or Hurry Baboo ever make any demand 
upon you for that quantity of ſalt ? 

“ Anſwer. No. 

&« Oreſtion. To whom did you account for that quantity of ſalt ? 

« Anſwer, Nobody demanded that quantity of me. 

* Oweftion, Why did Mr. Barwell on his arrival at Dacca in February 
1774, charge you with a profit of 1 1, 25,500 f 

* Anſwer. Given in in Perſian.” 


Ordered, That it be tranſlated againſt to-morrow morning. 
The Committee adjourn till ten to-morrow morning. 
Ordered, that Coja Kaworke do attend, © 7 
J. CLAVERING. 
GEO. MONSON, 


RICH. BARWELL:. 
| P. FRANCIS,” 


Weidnelday, 


Rev. Deyart, Fort William, the tb of April, 1775. 


AT A COMMITTTEE, 
PEESEN TT, 


Lieutenant Gen. Joun C AVvERING. 
The Hon. Geo. Monson, 
Ricy. BARWELL, Eſq; 
Pritie FRaANCis, Eſq 


The Board being met agreeable to adjournment, 
Read and approved the Proceedings of yeſterday evening. 
Coja Kaworke is called 1 in, 


The anſwer to the queſtion delivered i in by Coja Kaworke laſt night be- | 
ing tranſlated, is entered as follows : 


« Mr, 


25) 

« Mr. Barwell, upon his: arrival at Dacca, paſd me an advance of 
20,000 rupe-s; when, according to the eſtabliſhed rate of the Company, 
which is 12 annas price of the ſalt, ſhould have received 30,000 rupees. 
After this I went into the country, in order to ſer about getting the ſalt 
made in the beginning of tne month of Phaugur; I was removed, and 
thereupon delivered over the quantity of ſalt prepared to Netanund.—Soon. 
afterwards I went up to Dacca, and repreſented to Mr. Barwell, that I had 
taken my farm for a term of five years, and begged he ſhould inform me 
what offence I had committed that 1 was deprived of it. Mr. Barwell re- 
plied, © Nettanund gives me a profit of 65,000 rupees, and he may ſell 
« whatever quantity of ſalt he can procure, after having delivered the ſti-, 
« pulated quantity to the Company.” I then ſaid to him, „It is very welt 
« if ſuch is your pleaſure ; but let me then be paid my outſtanding ba- 
„ Jances, with the expences I have incurred in advances, &c. and I will 
« relinquiſh all concern with the ſalt.“ Mr. Barwell anſwered, “ If you. 
do not agree to pay that ſum, nothing will be granted you.” Hereupon I 

ſaid. If this is your determination, I ſhall ſuffer in my credit from the 
& large ſums J have paid away in advances,” Mr, Barwell replied, «© Will 
% you agree then to pay me what Nettanund does, and a letter ſhall be 
« given you ſignifying his removal, which having carried into the country 
+ you may proceed in your buſinels as formerly.” I then ſaid, © If you 
c order me, I will take the letter, and begin my buſineſs. again, and 
& lay before you an account of the quantity I may make above what 
„is provided for the Company.” Mr. Barwell then told me to take the 
letter and go quickly into the country, as the ſeaſon for boiling the falt 
Vas approached. I hree or four days after J had obtained this letter for 
the removal of Nettanund, Mr. Barwell ſent for me, and ſhewing me two 
papers, deſired I would ſign them; but I refuſed compliance, upon which 
he was very angry and ſaid, that I muſt ſign them, and then diſmiſſed me. 
In a minute or two afterwards Ramrutton came out, and told me, that 
he was going to Hurry Baboo's houſe, where he had ſent for Rhauje 
Mokeel and Gowney Boſe, and ſignified to me, that 't was Mr. Barwell's 
| pleaſure that I ſhould ſign the above papers; that if I did not, he (Mr. 
Barwell) would turn me into diſgrace; but as notwithſtanding 1 did not 
comply, Ramrutton and Hurry Baboo got Rhaugee Mokeel to give a 
Pottah, in favour of Buſſentram and Kiſhen Deb, and in return Rhaujee 
Mokeel's Vacqueel gave them a Cabooleat to this effect; that he would 
deliver the ſtipulated quantity of ſalt to Government, and pay them a profit 
of 65,000 rupees; and over and above this Cabooleat they took a further 
ſecurity from Rhaugee Mokeel and me, to the ſame urpoſe. | ; 

* The Selimabad Mhal was originally held by Bullram Bunerjea, 
Joynarayn Goſaul let it to Sooberam Paul, upon an encreaſe of one lack 
of rupees upon the terms on which it was held by Bunerjea afterwards. 
Mr. Barwell gave it to Ramſcoonder Paulet, and in ten or fifteen days after 


31 that, 
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that, again to Bulram Bunerjea, whom he thereupon defired to pay his 
proportion of the profit of a lack of rupees that had been ſertled, according 
to his ſhare; and alſo that of Sooneram, amounting to 65,500: as Sooneram 
Paul was my Gomaſtah, this ſum became a balance againſt me, which with 
the ſum due by Banerjea, makes in all 1,25,500 rupees. On account of the 
balance thus due by me, Mr. Barwell with-held the ſum of 20,799 rupees 
from the advances of the + allowed upon the eſtabliſhed price of the ſalt, 
and beſides exacted four bonds from Rhawjee Mokeel and me. I leave you, 
Gentlemen, now to decide, if I am indebted to Mr. Barwell. If that 
Gentleman was deſirous to take ſuch profits from this country, why did he 
infringe the conditions of the Company's Pottah in paying money advances, 

or what offence did he take at me to diſpoſſeſs me ſo foon ? 

* Queſtion, Where is the agreement you ſay you made with the Com- 
mittee to furniſh fifty thouſand maunds of ſalt? 


mn Anſwer, This is the Cabooleat Radachurn gare to the committee on 
my nk 4 


| (Delivering it in) 
Ordered, That 1t be balls. 


Queſtion. Jou ſay that Radachurn was your Gomaſtah, when did he 
come into your employment, and how long did he continue in it? 
* Anſwer, There is no ſuch perſon, as Radachurn.—Irt is a fictitious 
name? 
* Queſtion. Was you, or Coja Michael your partner, hk ſecurity for this. 
fictitious contractor? 


«* Anſwer, The Pottah is in effect in my name, becauſe the farm was 
taken by Radachurn on my account. 

A ueſtion. You ſaid juſt; now, that a copy of the Pottah which you: 
have produced, was that which Radachurn gaye to the Committee on your 
part.— How could a man that never exiſted give a Cabooleat to the Com- 

mittee ? 

« Anſwer, 1 told a perſon to go to the See and ſay, that his 
name was Radachurn, and get a Pottah. I had never ſeen the man myſelf | 
before, nor have I ſeen him ſince, nor is he a ſervant of: mine. 

„QNueſtion. Is there any Chop or ſignature to the Cabooleat? 

«. Anſwer. It was ſigned by me, and Coja Michael my ſecurity. 

« Oveſtion. Why was not the Pottah made out directly in your own 
name, inſtead of the fictitious name of Radachurn? 

& Anſwer. The Committee deſired me to have it made out in that form 
by way of further ſecurity they thought two men better than one. 

« Oxeſtion, Did you continue to hold the farm from November 1772: 
to September 1774, when Mr. Barwell diſpoſſe ſſed you.? 

5 5 . I did, and furnideg two years ſalt. 


« Sueſtion. 
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* Queſtion. What reaſon was aſſigned for taking the farm from you? 
% Anſwer. Let thoſe who took it from me anſwer to that—whit do 1 
know? [2; | | 

« Queſtion. Had you complied with the conditions of your Pottah ? 

ce gd I had, and what further orders were given me by the 
Chief. . 8 | 
5 * What do you mean by further orders given by the 

iet 7 . 1 
« Anſwer. I obeyed what orders were given me. 

«© Yueſtion, What orders were given you by Mr. Barwell? 
Anſwer. He deſired me to furniſh the Company with go, ooo maunds 
of ſalt, to ſell whatever 1 could get made over and above that quantity, 
and pay him a profit of 65,000 rupees. 

&« M ueſtion. What quantity did you make more than the 50,000 
maunds ? „ N 5 f 
Anſwer. 28, ooo maunds, at the time of the ſale it produced only 
27, ooo maunds, e ens 5 . 

« Queſtion. Was you ever ſpoke to by Mr. Barwell upon any buſineſs 
but in the preſence of a third perſon? RT ; l 

« Anſwer. No. - Ramrutton was preſent always, ſometimes ſeveral. 

«© Oueſtion. Who were thoſe feveral perſons do you recollect? 

« Anſwer, Coja Michael my partner ; Coja Michael reported to me by 
letter, the converſations which he had on the ſubje& of my farms with Mr. 
Barwell and Mr. Holland; explaining himſelf, he ſays, that no one was pre- 
ſent but Ramrutton. 6 40364370 „ 1 | 
% Queſtion, Who is Ramrutton ? 

« Anſwer, Mr. Barwell's Dewan. ; SE ds 
c Queſtion. Had Ramrutton any private truſt under Mr. Barwell ?' did 
he not keep his caſh account, or tranſact any pfivate buſineſs of his? | 

 « Anſwer. I don't know in what ſervice He Was -I only know he was. 
a ſervant of Mr, Barwell 2 Se . 3 

* Queſtion. You ſaid yeſterday, that over and above your agreement to 
furniſh 50,000 maunds of falt to the Company, Mr. Grueber and Hurry 
Mullick inſiſted on your furniſhing ten thouſand maunds more on their joint 
account; do you underſtand that the profit of that ten thouſand maunds 
was to be theirs or the Company's? Es 

« Anſwer, It was for the profit of the Gentlemen at Dacca, a liſt of 
whſe names I have got in my poſſeſſion ; namely Mr. Law, Mr. Hogarth, 
Mr, Holland, Mr. Haliburton, Mr. Day, Mr. Crauford, Dr. Ruſſel, Dr. 
Mills, Dr. Legh, Mr. Grueber, all through Bowanny Churn; Mr, Grueber 
did not give me any orders about diſtributing this money, but it was done 
by his Gomaſtah, and a ſeparate order was given me for each ſum that I 
delivered. 

* Queſtion, If this money was paid to Bowany Churn, or the ſalt de- 

3 I 2 livered 
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hren to him, hw do you know it was for the advantage of 5 Gentle 
men, or for their uſe? 1 85 
6 Anſwer. The Comics of the vent Gentlemen, whole names are 
mentioned 1n the liſt, rook ſome of them ana reſpective ſhares | in money, 
others in falt. 
« Oveſtion. What was the value of the 10,000 maunds of ſalt. ? 
. * Anſwer. About 20,000:rupees. . | 
„ Qucſtion, What do you think. was the prof ariſing upon the ſale. 
of tf: 
ner. About 12,000 rupees. N | 
« ueſtion. Did this. 10,000. maunds of ſale pay the duty to the Com 
any? | 
. « Anſwer, 1 do not know. 


_ * Nyeftion, How came 1 to | have an account current with Mr. Bar- 
well? | 
« Anſwer, What account current; 

« 9ueſtion, That which you have delivered i in. 
« Anſwer. This is an account which ſhews the ſums that Mr. Barwell. 
took from me, contrary to the conditions of the Pottah. 
AQLueſtion. From whom did you receive the advances made you for the 
farm of Duccan Savage pore in the years 177 3. and 74s 
« Anſwer, From Mr. Barwell. 
AQueſtion. How much did they amount to d | 
Mr. Barwell. Before this queſtion is put, I muſt beg leave to remark 
to the Board, that the accounts laid before them are partially ſtated, touch- 
ing the engagements with me, and the payments of money made to me; for 
this reaſon, | beg leave to introduce here the ſtatement of the account be- 
tween Michael and Kaworke and my ſelf, ſtating a balance of 27,073 rupees, 
12 anas, in my favour. I deſire the different articles may be put into 
Perſian, and that the acgount may be atteſted by him, if it is a juſt one,” 
Aecount current between Mr. en and Kaworke. 


Michael 
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Ordered, That the particulars of it be put 1 into Perſian, and then delivered 
.t0 Kaworke. | 
The queſtion being repeated How och did the advances amount to? 
** Anſwer. Thirty thouſand rupees he took a receipt for, and only paid 
me 20,000 throu2h Hurry Baboo, 

«© Oveſtion, Who was preſent when you received the 20,000 rupees ?. 
* Anſwer, My bankers Guddadur and Luckun received the money 
from the Company's Chazanchy, Nittenund, 

« ueſtion, Did you give a receipt for 30,000 rupees? 1 

* Anſwer, I gave one on for 20,000, and another for 10, ooo. 

« Oueſtion. To whom did you give thoſe — 3 
* Anfwer, To Hurry Baboo. 5 

«© Dueſtion. The monies he ſets forth as paid to Mr, Barwell; were they 
on account of his engagements for Savagepore only, or not? 

% Anſwer, On account of Selimabad as well as Savagepore. 
 * Queſtion, Why did you give two receipts, one for 20,000 rupees and 
the other for 10,000? 

* Anſwer, Mr. Barwell firſt ſaid, he would give me cight anas * in ad- 
vance— but in the end gave me four anas more. 
& Queſtion. Who paid you the four anas advance? 

C Anſwer. The Chazanchy through Hurry Mullick. 

« Oueſtion, How then do you make out that you received only 20,000 
rupecs, and gave a receipt for 30,000 rupees? 

7 Ol Anſwer. My Gomaſtah received 30,000 rupees from the Chazanchy, 
but did not bring it to my houſe, but gave it to Mr. Holland's Shroff Jug- 
gernaut by Mr. Barwell's orders. 

% Nueſtion, To whoſe account was it paid into 8 s houſe ? 

« Anſwer, It was in part of the 65,900 rupees, the profit ſettled by Mr. 
Barwell. 

* Oveſtion. Have you a receipt for that 10,000 rupees ? | 

% Anſwer, It is at Dacca I have He corrected humſelft—I have no 
receipt for it, it was carried to my account. | 

% Queſtion. In what account was it carried to your eredit? 


* Anſwer. In the account current between wy banker and Mr, Hol- 
| land's banker.“ | 


The Board adjourn till ſeven o'clock in the evening. 


Ordered, That the Accountant do make out an account of the receipts 
from thoſe two farms, from the time of letting them in 1772. 


Mr. Barwell having in his letter of the 23d paſt to Mr. Sumner, de- 
clared, that in the courſe of the year 1774, the farms of Savagepore and 
Selivabad became his, and having produced an account current between 
himſelf on the one part, and Michael and Kaworke on the other, in which 
he makes them debtors in the ſum of Arcot rupees 1, 2 5,000, and creditors 


* Eight Sixteenths, 


in 
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in the ſom of 99,426 0 4; and ſtates the balance due to him, viz. 
27,073 12, on account of their engagements for providing the falt in the 
above farms. 7 | $08 | eee 
Reſolved, That Mr. Barwell be requeſted to inform the Board, by what 
eans, or by what grant, leaſe, or other inſtrument, on the part of the 
ompany, he became the proprietor of the above farms. R 
Mr. Barwell agrees to reply to it. 1 
J. CLAVERING. 
GEO. MONSON, 
RICH. BAR WELL. 
P. FRANCIS. 


| Fort William, the 57⁵ Abril, 1 77 5. | Rev, Dep. 


| Wedneſday- 


AT A COMMITTEE, 
PRES ENT 
Lieutenant Gen. CLaveriING, 


The Hon. GBO. Monson,. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Eſq; 


Read and approved the proceedings of this morning. 


Mr. Barwell. Michael and Kaworke entered into an agreement with 
me in February 1774, for the ſalt farms of Selimabad and Duccan Savage- 
pore.— The terms are to anſwer the Company's engagements, to pay a lack 
and twenty-five thouſand rupees, for having the proviſion of ſalt, any exceſs. 
of advantage to be theirs for the trouble. The engagement is written in 
the name of Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen Debſing. The reaſon of its being in 
theſe people's names was, becauſe it was not thought conſiſtent with the 
public regulations, that the names of any Europeans ſhould appear. 

In addition to this, Mr. Barwell remarks, “ that the firſt contractor Ra- 
dachurn Dey, he does ſuppoſe,. was ſubſtituted for the real ones ; for Rada- 
churn*Dey, whoſe name is written in the contract, is exiſting at Dacca, and 
if ſent for will give his teſtimony of the affair. The reaſon why the Ar- 
menian Kaworke repreſents: him in the light he does upon the examina- 
tion, is conſiſtent. with the purſuit he is now upon, to take advantage of 
any irregularities to bring himſelf in as the principal, when I believe it will 
evidently appear throughout, that he never had the management of the ſalt 
Mhalls, but on condition of accounting to the former chief and myſelf, 
tor a ſpecified advantage ariſing from them. I will not take up at preſent 
more of the Board's time, as when 1 come to aſk different queſtions of 

Fs 2 Kavorke, 


Evening. 
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Kaworke, this will be evident and plain. Permit me, however, to add à few 
words in explanation of a circumſtance on Which the Board ſeek informa- 
tion, Radachurn Dey is the farmer of the ſal: Mahls, on account of the fac- 
tory at. Dacca; as this man is living to atteſt it, 1 deſire the Board will call 
upon him.— For myſelf, I had many objections tothe entering upon this 
buſineſs; and though I arrived in the month of September 1773 at Dacca, 
] determined, without I could reconcile the intereſts of the public with my 
own private emolument, that I would not engage in this concern. This 
cauſed the lapſe of time between September 1773 and February 1774, 
before I took an intereſt in it, and then the Board will ſee it was for a 
pecified benefit in money, and every condition in the public engagement 

to be anſwered. „„ 5 

General Clavering begs leave to trouble Mr. Barwell to explain the 
meaning of the laſt words in his Minute, © that it was a ſpecified benefit 
* in money, and-every condition in the public engagements to be anſwered,” 
rwhether it is to be underſtood, that he renounced the advantage which it 
appears his predeceſſor enjoyed.of the allowance of 10,009 maunds of ſal, 
over and above the quantity which Coja Kaworke ſays he agreed to furniſh 
for the Company?“ „ SO 

Mr. Barwell. My reaſon for inſiſting on a ſpecified benefit from the 
advantages to be made in the proviſion of the ſalt, was declared expreſsly at 
the time I aſked thoſe engagements, that I could not, nor would not, receive 
any clandeftine profit in ſalt. I warned Michael and Kaworke of this, and 
rold them to take heed of what they did; that ſhould they make any 
attempt to enlarge their advantages by running ſalt, it was at the riſk'ot 
conkiſcature if diſcovered, and mult be detrimental to all.“ 

General Clavering requeſts Mr. Barwell, “ to explain in what manner 
the transfer of Radachurn Dey's right is made to him.“ 

Mr. Barwell, ** Radachurn Dey ſtands for the factory at Dacca, he 
will ſatisfy the Board that it really is ſo; and that his right as the farmer 
was the faQtory's right. Mr. Rous, the preſent Chief, who has no concern 
at all in the matter, if written to, will obtain this atteſtation from Rada- 
churn Dey; but the notoriety of the fact ſcarce renders it neceſſary. The 
preſent managers account with me, but as I deem it a legal emolument of 
ſtation, I only look upon myſelf as a Truſtee for the Dacca Chief, if he 
engages in it: if not, I think myſelf better intitled to it than any Arme- 
nian or Bengallee, Who would otherwiſe benefit in my room.” | 


„ 


The tranſlation of the account delivered in by Mr. Barwell having been 
explained to Kaworke, he deſires to be allowed till to-morrow to reply 


Mr. Barwell, * The account that I have delivered in, ſtates the re- 
ceipt of more money than he charges againſt me; I therefore beg the queſtion. 
may be repeated to him, to atteſt the, account: if he refuſes, I have no 
| WES 


85 : | objection 
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objection to his being allowed what time the Board judge proper to ex 
amine it. ü 
« Queſtion. Aſked whether the 77,627 rupees, ſtated in Mr, Barwell's 
account to your credit, you have not got receipts for? , 
« Anſwer. I have not receipts from Mr. Barwell, . 
« Queſtion. Have you any receipts for that ſum from my Banjans 
Chittan Byſaac, Ramrutton, or any other ? 
« Anſwer, No.“ 
Ordered, That a copy of Mr. Barwell's s account be given to him, and 
that he deliver in an anſwer to the Secretary as ſoon as poſſible. 
QNueſtion. Has Coja Michael any receipts ? 
* Anſwer, No. 
4 Queſtion. Is Soonaram Paul a fictitious or a real perſon” 8 names? 
% Anſwer. A real perſon. 
« Oveſtion. Have you a written agreement Fram Mr, Barnell for the 
falt farms of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad ? 
«© Anſwer. I have a Duſtuck. ; 
« weftion. Where is the Duſtuck ? bring it 


e Anſwer. Produces a Perwannah-* to the x SAG + of the ſalt Mhal of 


Selamabad, directing him to deliver to Mr. Wood, Salt Agent for the 
Sircar, monthly, the quantity of ſalt made agreeable to his Kiſbundee a 
informing them, chat Mr. Wood has orders to receive the ſame. 


Neo. 456. Regiſtered W. C. Dacca, the 11th June, 1774. 5 
« Anſwer, Perwannah to the Izardar of the ſalt Mhal of Duccan 


Savagepore, directing him to deliver to Mr. Elias Abraham, Salt Agent 


for the Sircar, monthly, the quantity of ſalt made agreeable to his Kiſbun- 
dee; informing them, that Mr. Elias Abraham has orders to receive the 
ſame. 

No. 455. Regiſtered W. C. Dacca, the 11th June, 1774. 


« A Perwanna to Radachurn Gomaſtah of Cojah Kewall, Izardar of 
the ſalt contract in Duccan Savagepore, to render an account of the ſalt 
produced this year in 7 days. 


No. 22. Regiſtered 28 September, 1773, I. S.“ 
Ordered, That a Perwannah be tranſlated and entered here. 


« A Perwannah Barkhauſt to Radachurn, on the part of Cojah Kewall, 


informing him, that Kiſſenchund Brahmin has taken the Cutkenna þ of the 
ſalt Mahl of Duccan Savagepore Churmuntah, for theiſpace of three years 
from the beginning of 1181 to 1183, from Buſſemiroy and Kiſſendeb, 
Sudder Izardars of the ſaĩd M hal, directing them to produce the. ikars, 


An Order. + The. Farmer. 
a The Under Leaſe, 1 Te Superior Farmers, 
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Tofals, Molungees, &c. before the Kutkennadar, and take a receipt front 
him, 


" No, 553. Regiſtered W. . Dacca, 27th Oct. 1773. 


In Perſian 17 74 3 admitted to be the miſtake in Engliſh ; ought to be 
1774. 

* Nueſtion to Kevorke, For what length of time did you take theſe 
farms of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad, from Buſſunt Roy and 
Kiſſendeb? 

« Anſwer. I gave a Pottah to theſe people and became their ſecurity 
for the term of four years; afterwards they took a Cabooleat from Gowry 
Booſe, Coja Michael's Vackeel. 

* Queſtion, Had you and your partner, Coja Michael, all the ad van- 
tages ariſing from the proviſion of {alt al Duccan Savagepore, before Mr. 
Barwell was Chief, or not? 


« Anſwer. Al the advantages were mine, and all the loſſes were 
mine. 

© Queſtion. Did you give nothing more to the Gentlemen of the * 

tory at Dacca before Mr. Barwell was Chief, than the ten nab maunds 

pf ſalt for Savage pore Mahl! 1 8 

HAuſwer. No. 

Queſtion. Did you receive from the Company the premium of 25 
rupees per 100 maunds, for the 10,000 maunds you delivered to the Gentle- 
men of the Dacca factory? | 

** Aufwer. No; what I delivered to the Company I received a pre- 
mium for. 

«6 Queſtion. It appears by the account, No. V. that you delivered 
27,000 maunds, the profits of which you ſay you accounted for to Mr. 
Barwell, did you receive the premium upon this ſalt ? 

« Anſwer. No; neither premium nor advances. 

% Queſtion. N came you not to be paid the premium, as it was an 
overplus quantity ? | 

« Anſwer. I ſold it to pay off the ſum of 65,000 dane demanded by 
Mr. Barwell,” 

Queſtion repeated. 

« "Anſwer. I gave in accounts of the overplus quantity 50 with the 
others to Mr. Holland, Hurry Baboo, and Mr. Barwell, but nobody 


would examine into them ; after many words with Mr. Barwell, he ordered 


me to ſell the overplus quantity, and paſs the premium on it to his ac- 
count, to fulfil the Cabooleat given Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſendeb. 
Queſtion. You ſay you gave only 10,000 maunds of falt to Mr. 
Grueber and Hurry Baboo, the profits of which were about 12,000 rupees, 
and you gave to Mr. Barwell 65,000 rupees for the Savagepore Mhal, 
what was your inducement for giving him this enhanced profit? 


hy Anſwer. 


ann 
% Anſwer. Why ſhould Mr. Barwell aſk of me ſuch a profit?“ 


Axreed, That the following letter be written to the Provincial Council 
of Daccaa. | 


To Mr. C. W. B. Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at 
> RR...” | 1 


e Gentlemen, 


« We deſire you will immediately tranſmit to us an atteſted copy of the 
Cabooleat entered into by Radachurn Dey, and delivered to Mr. Grueber, 
dated the 21 Cartic 1179, for the ſalt Mhal of Duccan Savagepore. 
We deſire alſo that you will examine Radachurn Dey, whether he. 
was the real farmer of this Mhal; whether he held it on the account of 
any other perſon or perſons, and whom; who had the management of this 
| Mhal the firſt year it was held in his name; and alſo the following years; 
and on what conditions ſuch perſons had the charge of this buſineſs. 

« After you have examined every paper upon the ſubject which you can 
find upon the records of Dacca, we deſire you will acquaint us with the 
real ſtate of the engagement which Coja Kaworke ſays he entered into with 
the Committee of Circuit, for the farming of the ſalt Mhal of Duccan Sa- 
vagepore; and likewiſe, how his engagements ſtand with reſpect to the ſalt 
farm of Selimabad. This you will accompany with the fulleſt documents 

you can procure on the ſubject of both farms. LY NY 
% Coja Kaworke has delivered to us a lift of the names of ſeveral Gentle- 
men of Dacca, who, he ſays, were benefited by him in a diviſion he made 
of ten thouſand maunds of ſalt, a copy of which we tranimit you 
encloſed, _ 3 hs £97k | | 

« As we ſhould be ſorry that ſuch a liſt ſhould be forwarded to the 
Court of Directors, without its being accompanied with the anſwers of thoſe 
gentlemen, we muſt deſire they will loſe no time in making their replies, 
that it may be ſent by the firſt conveyance. 

« As it appears by the accounts delivered by Coja Kaworke, that he has 
diſpoſed of 27,000 maunds of ſurplus ſalt, in order to aſcertain the quantity 
of ſalt made in the iſland of Duccan Savagepore and in the Pergunnah of 
Selimabad, managed by Michael and Kaworke in the courſe of the years 
1773 and 1774, we direct, that you cauſe an examination of the Mot- 
fuſſil, immediately to be made, and likewiſe aſcertain by what orders or 
NY any clandeftine conveyance of ſalt may have been made from ei- 
ther place. | „ 5 > 
bo We forward to you encloſed copies of ſundry accounts delivered in by 
Koja Kaworke, and of one prefented to us by Mr. Barwell, which you will 
pleaſe to compare with the papers which Coja Michael the partner, &c. 
| | 3 K 2 may 
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may deliver to you in the hands of Coja Michael the partner of Coja Ka- 
worke, and call upon the people concerned in the receipts of the money for 
their evidence touching the payments. 
8 We are, &c. 
2 J. CLAVERING. 
N er GEO. MONSON. 
5th April 1775. RICH. BARWELL.” 


Fort William, the $th of April, 1775. 
AT A GOMMITTEE 


PRESEN T, 
Lieutenant Gen. CLAVERING, 
The Hon. Gzo. Monson. 
RICHARD BARWELI, Eſq; 
Paitie FRANCIS, Eſq, 


Read and approved the proceedings of laſt night; Coja Kaworke's an- 
ſwers for himſelf and for Coja Michael, to Mr. Barwell's charge of 125,500 
rupees, on pretence of engagements for providing ſalt in the farms of Seli- 
mabad and Duccan Savagepore, _ wh 


That Coja Gavorke, in the name of his agent Radachurn, in November 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, farmed of the Company's 
agent for five years certain, the ſalt Pergunnah called Duccan Savagepore 
on 2 condition mentioned in the Company's grant of fard farm under their 
ſeal. 255 N | | 
That on the faith of that grant, and that he ſhould peaceably enjoy 
the benefits of ſaid farm for five years, Coja Gavorke and his partner Coja 
Michael, laid out on faid farm for improving thereof eighty thouſand rupees 
to the month of February one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, 
and to which time had exactly performed the conditions of his grant to the 
Company; and about which time Mr. Barwell, then the Company's chief at 
Dacca, without any notice whatever given of his intention, gave a written 
authority to one Nittoy Coſſonchee *, who, by virtue of that, ſent his people 
who immediately took poſſeſſion of ſaid farm and every thing thereon, and 
turned Koja Gavorke's people from ſaid farm. = 
« That Coja Gavorke immediately waited on Mr. Barwell, to know the 
reaſons why he was turned out from ſaid farm in the extraordinary manner 
above mentioned; Mr. Barwell gave for anſwer, That Nittoy Coſſonchee had 


In other places called Nettanund. 
conſented 
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conſented to allow him Mr. Barwell for himſelf annually fixty-five thouſand 
rupees, inſtead of (as Mr. Barwell ſaid) annual profits ariſing from the ſur- 
plus ſalt to be made on ſaid farm; which ſurplus ſalt Mr. Barwell told Coja 
Gavorke, that ſaid Nittoy was under no neceſſity of delivering on the Com- 
pany's account, might be applied to his own private benefit, and that if Co- 
ja Gavorke would conſent to the ſaid terms, Mr. Barwell told him he 
would give him the ſaid Coja Gavorke repoſſeſſion of ſaid farm. 

„ That to the above propoſals, Coja Gavorke told Mr. Barwell, he had 
expended eighty thouſand -rupees to improve the farm, and had advanced 
ſixty thouſand rupees more to the Molungees, &c. to make ſalt; that if 
Mr. Barwell would get him reimburſed theſe two ſums, he would quit all 
pretenſions of ſaid farm, or otherwiſe; he Gaworke would render Mr. Bar- 
well from time to time faithful account of all ſurplus falt made on ſaid farm, 
and that Mr. Barwell might diſpoſe of ſuch ſalt as he pleaſed. Mr. Bar- 
well then agreed to accept the latter part of theſe propoſals, and in confir- 
mation of it, then gave Gavorke a written order under the Company's ſeal, 
ſigned with the initial letters of ſaid Mr. Barwell's name, to re poſſeſs ſaid 
farm, which original order Coja Gavorke has to produce. 

„ That the ſaid Gavorke did not with his free will make the aforeſaid 
| propoſals, but only as he conceived them the beſt terms he could offer, as 
5 was well appriſed that arbitrary and compulſive means would be en— 
forced by Mr. Barwell moſt ſuitable to his intereſt, and the ſaid Gavorke 
knew of no other remedy. 5 OE 5 
„That two days after receiving the aforementioned order from Mr. 
Barwell, he ſent for Coja Gavorke when Mr. Barwell flew off from his 
aforeſaid terms, and told ſaid Coja Gavorke, that the only terms on which 
he ſhould repoſſeſs his ſaid farm, muſt be in lieu of ſurplus ſalt, to pay him 
annually fixty- five thouſand rupees; and at the ſame moment of time, 
Ramrutton preſented Coja Gavorke with two Bengal papers ready wrote in 
Bengal characters, and which Ramrutton ſaid had been prepared by the 
expreſs order and dictation of Mr. Barwell; and which papers Ramrutton 
ſaid it was Mr. Barwell's poſitive orders muſt: be executed by Gorry Roſs, 
the Vakeel of Coja Michael, and by Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke as 
ſecurities for the performance of the contents. Coja Gavorke told Mr. 
Barwell he would not ſign the papers, when Mr. Barwell became very 
angry, and told Gavorke to go out of his preſence; going, Ramrutton - 
followed, and told Gavorke, that if he did not conſent with Coja Michael 
to ſign the papers, Mr. Barwell never would ſuffer Coja Gavorke to re- 
oſſeſs his farm. , 
„That ſaid Coja Gavorke went wich Ramrutton to Hurry Mulluck's 
houſe, where was Coja Michael and Gorry Roſs : That Coja Gavorke hav- 
ing conſulted with his partner Caja Michael, on the arbitrary terms Mr. 
Barwell inſiſted on; and conſidering, that from the great diſburſements they 
were in advance on ſaid farm, and foreſeeing nothing but inevitable ruin to 

themſelves and families if they did not repoſſeſs faid farm, and hoping for 


3 future 
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Future juſtice againſt the violent and unjuſt proceeding of ſaid Mr. Bar- 
well, the ſaid Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael, with their Vakeel Gorry 
Roſs, did execute the ſaid Bengal papers, by which they underſtood they 
had agreed to allow Biſſent Roy and Kiſſen Deb, nominal perſons put 
therein by Mr. Barwell's order, but for his own account, to pay ſixty-five 
thouſand rupees annually, in lieu of ſurplus ſalt to be made annually on ſaid 


« That the ſame methods were purſued by Mr. Barwell, to obtain from 
Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael an agreement, to allow Mr, Barwell ſixty 
thouſand five hundred rupees annually, which he inſiſted on ſhould be paid 
in lieu of ſurplus ſalt made on the lands called Selimabad, farmed by Coja 


Michael and Coja Gavorke from one Joynarain Goſaul, and the very ſame 


reaſons and ruinous conſequences to themſelves and family by not repoſ- 
ſeſſing ſaid farm, which was the only terms on which Mr. Barwell would 
ſuffer them to repoſſeſs it, was the only inducement they had (not being 


without hope of relief by future juſtice) to conſent to allow Mr. Barwell his 


terms of ſixty thouſand five hundred rupees annually for ſurplus ſalt made 
on ſaid farm, though the ſaid Coja Gavorke nor the ſaid Coja Michael never 
executed any writing to any perſon to confirm the ſame. 


«© Thus Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael humbly hope they have fully 


_ anſwered the unjuſt pretenſions of Mr. Barwell, debiting them the 1,25,500 
_ 2 255 


« That Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael beg leave to obſerve, that the 
credit which Mr. Barwell is pleaſed to give in his account preſented to you 
the fifth of this month of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
five, exactly correſponds with the account No. 1I. already delivered to 
you againſt Mr. Barwell; and I further beg leave to remark, that Mr. Bar- 
well,. in his account, notes that the four ſums, amounting together to 
ſeventy-ſeven thouſand ſix hundred and twenty-ſeven rupees, as paid him, 
are by no means true, but made out in that artful way to hide the truth, 
which is, that for that ſum of 77, 627 Arcot rupees, the ſaid Coja Michael 
only executed four bonds for the ſeparate fums mentioned in that account; 
and which four bonds were, by the expreſs order of Mr. Barwell, made pay- 
able to a nominal perſon by Mr. Barwell, named Porron Paul; and as a 
further proof that the ſaid Porron Paul is a perſon, if he exiſts, totally un- 
known either to Coja Gavorke or Coja Michael, and ſolely ſet up and 
created by Mr. Barwell. It is true, that for the two firſt of the ſaid four 


ſums (for which four bonds were given) the ſaid Coja Michael and Coja 


Gavorke paid Mr. Barwell caſh, and received back thoſe two bonds, which 
is now ready to be produced, and by the indorſement will ſhew (which is 


Mr. Joſeph Cator's hand-writing) that were given, though in the name of 


a fictitious perſon, on Mr. Barwell's own account, by being by Mr. Cator, 
Mr. Barwell's book-keeper, entered in Mr. Barwell's books, which could 
not be the caſe, had Mr. Barwell been truly paid his money, and Coja Mi- 
chael borrowed, as was pretended, that ſum of a rea] perion called Porren 

; 6 wo LY, Paul, 
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Paul, who certainly never would have procured, in his own right, the Eng- 
liſh endorſements that appear Mr. Cator's hand on the two bonds.” + + + 
Another obſervation Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael beg to make · is, 
that Mr. Barwell, in his account delivered to you the fifth of April, one 
thouſand ſeven handred and ſeventy-five, makes a pretended balance in his 
favour, of twenty-ſeven thouſand and ſeventy-three rupees twelve annas, 
though he has more than ten days paſt inſtituted a ſuit at law in the ſupreme 
court againſt Coja Gavorke only; and it appears Mr. Barwell has ſworn that 
Coja Gavorke is indebted to him forty odd thouſand rupees for money bor- 
rowed, as is ſworn. by Mr. Barwell, from his banker Porron Paul, by 
Coja Gavorke, for the uſe of Mr. Barwell, as the copy of Mr. Barwell's af- 
fidavit will ſhew. 
That Coja Gavorke ac: Coja Michael humbly hope, that they WAR 
fully and ſatisfactorily anſwered Mr. Barwell's pretended account, and that 
this Honourable Board will pleaſe to afford Coja Gavorke and Coe Michael. 
mak relief they. have gee. for by their former application.” 


(Their Signature.) 
Coja Gavorke is called i in. 


«© Queſtion. How came you to be in poſſeſſion of. the falt farm of Selz 
mabad ? 

＋Anſwwer. Bulram was. the original renter, under the name of Ram- 
| hurry, who let it to Joynarain Goſaul, who again let it to my Gomaſtah,, So- 
naram Paul, for whom Coja Michael and. became ſecurity. , 


** Queſtion. Have you any inſtrument. to produce from Joynarain Goſaul, 
by which this farm was conveyed to your Gomaſtah? 


_« Anſwer. He granted my Gomaſtah a Pottah. for it, which was s taken 
by Mr. Barwell when J was diſpoſſeſſed. 
[Vide A, page 441.) 

% Oueſtion. Did you receive the 44 from Government in virtue of | 
that Pottah given to your Gomaſtah by Joynarain Goſaul? 

& Anſwer. The advances were paid me through Joynarain v ; firſt to. Bul- 
ram, and by him to Joynarain. 

« Quęſtian. Did you receive the whole of the advances.? | 

% Anſwer. I] was paid my advances according to my agreement with 
Joynarain. 5 "7 5 

« Queſtion. By whoſe authority was you put in poſſeſſion of the Tuffals 
of Selimabad? 


6 Anſwer. 1 obtained poſſeſſion. by virtue of the. Pottah granted by 
Joynarain.“ 


Mr. Bartvell. I requeſt this Queſtion. may be ſent. to the Gentlemen 
at Dacca, to be put to Joynarain. 

Queſtion. Whether the conditions of the Pottah granted by Joynarain 
Goſaul to your Gomaſtah were the ſame with thoſe which were originally 
granted by the Committee of Circuit to Bulram; and if there was any dit- 

terence, ſhew in what it conſiſted? 


& HAnſit er. 
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« Anſwer. Joynarain told me, Bulram engaged to furniſh the Company 
with 1,70,000 maunds, at 110 rupees per 100 maunds, and was to provide 
30,000 maunds more for the joint account; and I agreed to pay according 
to the Cabooleat juſt now produced. 1 | 

« Yueftion, What do you mean by the joint account? 
« Anſwer. The gentlemen at Dacca, 
'« Queſtion. What gentlemen? | : 
« Anſwer. Bulram and Joynaram know, I don't know. 
0c 3 You fay this was for the gentlemen. As Mr. Barwell was 
chief of the factory, did he accept of that engagement or reject it? 
„ Anſwer. 1 don't know. . e IG 
*« 9ueftion. Did you not give a different engagement to Mr. Barwell 
to pay him 65,500 rupees for the ſalt farm of Selimabad annually ? 
% Anſwer, No. „ een en 
Queſtion. You mention in your petition, that you was compelled by 
Mr. Barwell to give him four different bonds for 77, 625 rupees, in the name 
of one Porron Paul, on account of the unjuſt profit which you ſay Mr. Bar- 
well charged you with. Mention what compulſion was uſed towards you? 
« Anſwer. When Mr. Barwell was there, he put Peons over me; in 
his abſence, Mr. Holland's Peons were over me. N 
4 Queſtion. Was you at Dacca When the Kiſts became due and the bonds 
were executed? e OT? e e 
« Anſwer, J was not at Dacca when the Kiſts “ were paid.— I was there 
at the time the fourth bond was/executed, 5 
Queſtion. Do you believe that if the ſums which you ſay were extorted 
from you in deduction of the advances had been retained by you and paid 
by you to the Molungees, you could have performed your engagement to 
the Company? N 
An ſiwer. I would have been able to have done more. 
0 Queſtion. How carne you to be diſpoſſeſſed of your farm ? 
* Anſwer, When Bulram was, I was alſo diſpoſſeſſe t. 
& Queſtion repeated being told, the anſwer given is not a direct one? 
« Anſwer. Upon Ramſunder Paulet's agreeing to pay a profit of a 
lack of rupees. | e 
« Oxeſtion, Who is Ramſunder Pauler ? 
% Anſwer, He was Mr. Ho'Jand's'Mutfudie- or agent. 
« Oueſtion, To whom was Ramſunder Paulet to pay a lack of rupees? 
« Anſwer. I don't know, I Was in the Moffuſſil. | 
« Queſtion. Do you mean that Ramſunder Paulet offered to give more 
for the farm than-you gave for it at that period of -time'? 
« Anſwer. Ramlunder Paulet agreed to pay, agreeable to the 'Cabooleat 
he produces,” Sy 


* The Payments by Inſtalment. 


Ordered, 


1 5 


Ordered to be tranſlated and here entered. 


(Vide B. page 443.) 


QNueſtion. Are you the ſervant of Coja Michael or the Principal, or an 
equal partner with him, to anſwer the engagements entered into for the 
roviſion of the falt of Duccan Savagepore ? 

« Anſwer. At firſt I had the whole management, afterwards 1 gave 
Coja Michael a ſhare—l never was Coja Michael's ſervant. 
Queſtion. Are you a man of any and what property? 

% Anſwer. I am now in debt, 


&« Queſtion. Had not Coja Michael engaged to be ſecurity for the pro- 


viſion of the ſalt, would the proviſion of the ſalt have been given to you? 


& Anſwer. Yes, I would have been able to have obtained it without him. 
« Yueſtion. When it was propoſed to Coja Michael to be ſecurity to 
| anſwer the conditions of the contract with the Company, was he not to ac- 
count for a certain amount to the Chief of Dacca, for profits ariſing from 


the contracts, and the ſurplus profits to remain with him for his trouble? 


0 Anſwer. I did not agree to pay any ſum myſelf; I don't know what 


Coja Michael did. 


% Nueſtion. Did Coja Michael do any thing in the ſalt buſineſs without 


your aſſent? . . 
« Anſwer. At the time he became ſecurity he never did any thing in the 


ſalt buſineſs without acquainting me; but after that he complied with the 


oppreſſions of every Chief. 
« Quęſtion. Did not Coja Michael and you account to the Chief of 


Dacca, in the year 1179—80 Bengal ſtile, for certain profits, and benefit 


yourſelves from the ſurplus? _ - i 

e Anſwer. None in the manner I agreed to pay to Mr. Barwell. 

e Qusſtion. In what manner did you benefit yourſelf, and to what 
extent 3 | 

« Anſwer. Upon Selimabad, I gained nothing; but it has been the 
cauſe of my running in debt. If you chuſe, I will produce an account of 


my receipts and diſburſements on this account. As to Duccan Savagepore, 


if you chuſe, alſo I will lay before you an account of my profit and 
loſs on it. 5 
“ Oueſtion. Did Gregory and Nettanund offer to engage for the payment 
of 70,000 rupees to Mr. Barwell, if he would put under their management 
the proviſion of the ſalt of Duccan Savagepore ? 
« Anſwer, IJ heard that he had offered 65,000 rupees.” 


Mr. Barwell is requeſted to inform the Board who were the real leſſees of 
the farm of Savagepore and Selimabad before they became his in 1774, and 
55 what deed or inſtrument they were transferred from thoſe leſſees to 

im? | | 

Mr. Barwell. T will give an anſwer in writing.“ 

3 L Mr. 


R -4-= 
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Mr. Barwell having ſaid that the two ſalt farms were appropriated as: a: 
benefit to the factory at Dacca, or to the Chief, for the uſe of himſelf and 
the factory, we deſire, in the name of the Honourable Eaſt India Com. 
pany, that Mr. Barwell will be pleaſed to declare, whether, to his knaw- 
ledge, any money was paid to the gentlemen who were of the Committee 


of Circuit, on account of the above farm, or whether thoſe gentlemen had 
any ſhares in thoſe farms? 


Mr. Parwell, © I will give an anſwer.” 


Agreed, That the following letter be written to the Provincial Council at. 
Dacca. 


To. Mr. Charles IVilliam Boughton Rous, Chief, bo Provincial Council of 
Revenue, Dacca. 
« Gentlemen, 

& If it will not be very diſadvantageous to Joynarain Goſaul, we deſire 
you will require him to come to Calcutta, to be examined in regard to a 
petition preſented to us by Bulram; but if he cannot come, the incloſed 
queſtion muſt be put to him, and you will tran{mit us his anſwer. 

We deſire you will inquire who is the perſon that holds the falt farm 
at Luckypore, and whether it be on his own account, or on account of an 
Engliſh gentleman ? We direct you to apply to the Zemindars to obtain 
this information, if you cannot otherwiſe aſcertain it. 


Fort William, | | 7 IR We N Ge.” 4x 
Sth April, 1775» 


9 


T ranſiation of a Cepy of an agreement of Sunaram Paul with 1 
Geſau! for the ut of Salt. 


& I Sunaram Paul agree to deliver to you Joynarain Goſſaul 1,20,000 
maunds of ſalt, on the Tame terms as that furniſhed to you by Bulram 
Braham from Selimabad, viz. at the rate of 72 rupees per 100. maunds ; I 
Paying all charges and allowing 82 Sicca Seer to the Maund.—I will deliver 
this ſalt agreeable to the public regulations; and in caſe I am unable to 
fulfil my engagements, I agree to pay 50 rupees on each 100 maunds by 
way of penalty for non- performance; but on the contrary, ſhould I be 
enabled to furniſh a greater quantity than is hereby ſtipulated, I am then to 
receive 25 rupees extra upon every 100 maunds. I will tranſact the buſi- 
neſs agreeable to the regulations, and agree to be reſponſible for any breach 
of my agreements; I wall allo make up to you at the ſtared prices for the 
balances which Bulram may appear on a reference to his people to have 
incurred with you in the year 1179; and having taken on myſelf the buſi- 
neſs of the ſalt Mhal of T acebroofſoor, [ will annually, on receiving the 
Kipulated payments, furniſh you with the ſalt agreed on, You are not to 


diſplace. 
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diſplace me; but ſhould this notwithſtanding happen, you are to account 

with me for whatever arrears may appear to be my due; and I am to en- 

joy whatever profits, or ſuſtain whatever loſſes, may happen on the buſineſs, 
with which you have no concern. I muſt have now received ths of the 

payment in advance, and the remaining æth when the Company pay you. 

I have therefore given this agreement this 25th day of Aughum, in the 

Bengal year 1180, 

(Sunaram's ſignature) 


Security bond given by Raja Moweeket and Raja Rutton, two Armeni— 
ans, for Sunaram's due performance of the above. 

We Rajah Moweekeet and Rajah Rutton agree to ſtand ſecurities for 
Sunaram's due performance of his engagements, which, if he falls ſhort in, 
we are to be reſponſible. 


7 (Signature of the two Armenians.) 
A true Tranſlation. 


(Signed) John Duncan, Aſſiſt. to Sup. K. Rds. 


p. , 
Tranſlation of a Bengal Cabooleat, addreſjed to Bujjen! Roy and Kiſſen Daib 
1 1 Saine, 7 OTe 


I Ramſunder Paulet hereby agree to under-farm the Company's Salt 
Mhal in the Purgunnah of Selimabad from you Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen 
Daib Saine, from the beginning of the year 1180 to the end of the year 
1183, or for a certain term of tour years, on the under-mentioned con- 
ditions: 

II will provide annually 1,02,850 maunds of ſalt, of 82 ſicca weight, 
for which I am to be paid at the rate of 110 rupees for every 109 maunds, 
or altogether 1,13,135 rupees. I am to have the management of the buli- 
neſs both in the Sudder and the Moffuſil. The profit, if any, is to be 
mine; if a loſs enſues, or balances are incurred, I only am to be liable. 
You have nothing to do either with the one or the other. I will pay you 
annually ſixty thouſand five hundred rupees, receiving the advances at the 
ſtated periods from the Company. I will deliver the ſtipulated quantity of 
lalt, according to my agreement, at Backer Gunge in Sootalaire, and ac- 
count for it with the Gomaſtahs of the Company at the ſaid places. I am 
to pay you annually a profit of ſixty thouſand five hundred rupees. This 
I have written by way of Rut Kinnarania, that it may be produced, ſhould 
occaſion require.” 8 
. Extrat 


444-1] 


Folio 25 to 95. Extract of Fort William Committee of Revenue Proceedings, 11th 


April 1775. 
AT A COMMITTEE, 
"> PRETENKD  - 
Lieutenant Gen. Jonx CLAVERINOG. 


The Hon. Go. Moxson, 
and Rich. BaRwWEL I, Eſq, 


' Read and approved the proceedings of the 8th inſtant. ; 
Mr. Barwell. „I have promiſed the Board every light, touching my 
own tranſactions while Chief of Dacca, the buſineſs now before the Board, 
and I will fully and unreſervedly perform this promiſe ; but if from the 
queſtion now put to me it is expected I ſhall ſtand forth, either as the 
ublic defender, or the public accuſer of the Committee of Circuit for 
leaſing the ſalt farms under the name of Radachurn Dey to the chief's ſtation, 
I cannot take upon me either character, nor ſeize the opportunity this gives 
me, which I might eaſily do to vindicate the Committee, My anſwering 
ro ſome queſtions, and my declining to anſwer others, would, in fact, be 
ſubjecting myſelf to anſwer any of the moſt improper that might be put to 
me, be they ever ſo foreign to my own tranſactions, and ever ſo ſpecula- 
tive and opiniative of the conduct of others, I will therefore confine every 
matter of information to myſelf. It is my conduct, and the rights I deemed 
mine, that are at preſent under the Board's cognizance, and I deem this 
wholly diſtin&, and wholly unconnected, with matter preceding my time. 
I have ſaid already, that to my ſtation of Chief of Dacca, the ſalt farms 
under the name of Radachurn Dey are annexed. The ſalt provided in the 
diſtricts of Dacca, has, ever ſince the year 1762, been a ſource of benefit 
to the Chief's ſtation, A Committee Pottah has doubtleſs been granted to 
Radachurn Dey, though at preſent I cannot find it among any papers of 
mine. I did underſtand from my predeceſſor, Mr. Grueber, that the ſalt farm 
was immediately under the management and direction of the Chief; that 
| benefits were derived to his ſtation from them; and that the conduct and 
care of the manufacture of this article ne had intruſted ro Bulram Barrajee, 
Coja Michael, and Joynarrain Goſaul; that theſe people had accounted 
with him for the paſt year, and if it was agreeable to me, would continue 
to do ſo for the preſent, It appears from the different anſwers made by 
K aworke, that thoſe who managed the manufacture of the ſalt, though 
ſecurity for the performance of the engagement to the Company, mult have 
been bound by private engagements to the then Chief; but as thoſe do 


2. not 
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not relate to myſelf, I only mention them here as a proof that the concern 
did not commence with me. The Board deſire to be informed, who were 
the real leſſees of the farms of Savagepore and Selimabad? I reply to 
this, the Chief of Dacca in the names of Radachurn Dey and Ramhurry. 
I have before remarked, that I did not, on my firſt arrival at Dacca, en- 
gage in the ſalt farms. I had an objection to the mode in which the pro- 
fits had derived, and was determined to countenance no illicit practice, 
which, while in appearence it ſeemed to conſider my private intereſts, could 
only have been a cloak to extenſive abuſes. The intermediate time between 
my arrival at Dacca to the 7 of the engagements I demanded, was to 
form ſome compuration of the juſt profits that might be made from the 
trade, if the proviſion of it was well managed; but this was repugnant to 
the people who were then concerned in the proviſion of the ſalt; and they 
pleaded the injuſtice of a removal, when they were willing to act in the 
manner they had done formerly. They likewiſe urged, with a view, 1 ſup- 
| poſe, to deter me from proſecuting the plan I had laid down, that they 
had a right to the contract; that they were ſecurities ; that the farmer was a 
nominal one; and the reſponſibility, in fact, reſted upon them. My 
reply was ſhort, The contrary to this is notoriouſly known ; your reſpon- 
ſibility is inſtantly annulled, when a perſon of greater reſponſibility ſtands 
forth to relieve you, and to aſſert, and ſhew to the Public, from your ac- 


counting to his predeceſſor, that you were no more than agents : beſides, 


you have acted in the diſcharge of your truſt in a manner, which, was I to 
inveſtigate, mult deprive you of it; but my view is not retroſpeCtion, it is 
amendment in future; however, it is in your option, as I do not chooſe to 
look back, ſtill to conduct the buſineſs. I have had ſuch offers made me 
(ſpecifying the terms), if you will (mentioning a ſum which was equal within 
ten thouſand rupees), the management may reſt with you ; if you do not, 
I will appoint other agents, and anſwer to the Council of Calcutta : the 


choice therefore is with you, but as you have made a plea of your name 


being written as the ſecurity, giving you an independent right of theſe 
farms of the Chief of Dacca, you render it a neceſſary condition of any 


engagement I enter into with you, that you ſhall previouſly aſſign over the 


pretended right of yours to two of my dependents, Buſſent Roy and Kiſſen 
Deb.“ - 


Bulram Barrajce's Engagement, transferring any Rights to which he pretended 
40 Buſſent Roy and Kiſſen Deb. 


e Bulram Barrajee farmed from the Company, in the name of Ram- 
hurry, myſelf being ſecurity, the Salt Mhals belonging to the Company in 
the Purgunnahs of Selimabad, Buzergemedpore, Churullah, Muddahdiah, 
and Tuppah Havily, dependant on Supoor, for the term of five years 
trom the commencement of the year 1179 tothe cloſe of the year 1183 


under 


8 
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onder the following ſtipulations: That I ſhall deliver yearly 150,009 
maunds of ſalt, at 82 Siccas to the Seer, for which I ſhall receive 110 rupees 
fer 100 maunds, the whole amounting to 1,87,000 rupees, I have rented 
out the farm to Buſſent Roy and Kiſſen Deb for four years, from the begin- 
ning of the year 1180 to the expiration of the year 1183: That they having 
received the yearly advances from the Sircar, ſhall deliver the quantities of 
falt agreeable to my obligation with the Sircar, and ſhall be wholly reſpon- 
ſible to the Sudder, and 1 will have no concern therein; and they ſhall be 
accountable for all balances, profit and loſs, &c. And after having repre- 
ſented to the gentlemen of the Huzzoor*, that they have farmed the aforeſaid 
Mhals, they will carry: on the buſineſs entire thereof. 1 hereby declare 
myſelf exempted from all riſk, Sc. This is my agreement, 25th Faugun, 
1180. „ ! | 

3 5 (Signed) BULRAM BARRAIEE. 
Witneſs, RAMRUT TON Su RMA, „ 
JoyNARAIN SCRMAH.“ 


Caja Michael's Engagements with Buſſent Roy and Riſſen Deb, transferring 
„ Duccan Savagepore. | 4 


c T'Coja Michael have farmed from the Sircar, in the name of Rada- 
churn Dey, myſelf being ſecurity, the Salt Mhal of the Purgunnah of 
Duccan Savagepore, for the term of five years, to commence in the year 
1179, to expire at the cloſe of the year 1183, Bengal ſtile, under the fol- 
lowing ſtipulations : That I will deliver yearly 50,000 maunds of ſalt, at 
82 Siccas-to the Seer; and I ſhall receive for the laid talt 80 Arcot rupees 
per 100 maunds, the whole amounting to 40,000 Arcot rupees. I have 
therefore farmed out this farm to Buſſent Roy and Kiſſen Deb for the ſpace ' 
of four years, from the beginning of the year 1180 to the end of the year 
1183: That they, having yearly received the advances from the Sircar, 
ſhall deliver the ſalt agreeably to my obligation with the Sircar, and ſhall 
be wholly reſponſible to the Sudder, and I have nothing to do therein, and 
you ſhall have the profit and loſs, Sc. in your own hands; and after you 
have repreſented to the genilemen of the Huzzoor, that you farm the 
above-mentioned Mhal, and you are to carry on the entire buſineſs thereof, 
And I hereby declare myſelf to be free from all riſk, c. This is the 
agreement I have entered into, 1ſt Choit. 5 5 
5 E ah, : (Signed) Coja MichAEL. 
Witneſs, RAaMRUTTON SURMAH, | | | 
JoYNARAIN SURM AH.“ 
Kaworke being called in, is aſked, 


% QAQuseſtion. Do you know what proportions in the profits of the ſalt 
farms, which were let by the Committee of Circuit to Ramhurry Rada— 


* The Preſence.— The ſupreme authority. 
churn 
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«hurn- Dey and Joynarain Goſaul, were to be given to the gentlemen ala 
were upon the circuit? 
„ Anſwer. No. 
Queſtion. What do you mean by anſwering in the negative? Do you. 
know of no agreement, or did they receive no proportion of the profits? 
« Anſwer. J don't know; there perhaps may have been ſomething re- 2 
ceived by them in Durbar Khurch®.” : | =_ 
The queſtion being repeated, 
_ & Anſwer. I only received in advance the firſt year 60 rupees. I don't: 
know how the other 20 was- diſpoſed of . 
« 9veſtion. Did you make any demand for the whole advance ? 
6 Anſwer. I did. 
« Queſtion. What anſwer was given you for not paying the whole e FE” 
«* Anſwer, I was told that the 20 rupees per ico maunds was to be 
applied to pay the charges of the Committee. 
Aue, ion. Did not you or Coja Michael come to me, and repreſent, 
that there was more than twenty thouſand. rupees to be made by the Mhal 
of Sclimabad? And did not you urge this information, as giving you a 
merit with me, and as intitling you tO a preference to any other bidder? 
« Anſwer. I never made ſuch a- reprelentation to him, Mr. Barwell 
knows beſt whether Coja Michaet ever did. 
e Oueſtion. Did not you further repreſent, that the information you had 
iven me of the profits ariſing from the Salt Mhals had rendered all the. 
Mutſuddies your enemies, and therefore that I ſhould give you a preference ? 
« Anſwer. I took theſe Mhals from the Company for the term of five 
years, and therefore why ſhould I repreſent ſuch a thing to Mr. Barwell ? 
“ Nueſtion. Had you not a preference given to your propoſals, which if 
I had rejected and ers, others, would: have yielded me 10,000 rupees 
more? 
« Anſwer. What propoſals had I to make to Mr. Barwell ? 
Queſtion. Did neither Coja Michael nor you ever make any propoſals 
to Mr. Barwell for making the ſalt of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad? 
. * Anſwer. I don't know what offers Coja Michael might have made to 
him; I never made any application to him myſelf, excepting for the advance. 
* Queſtion. Did you not, about January 1774, when Mr. Barwell was in 
Calcutta, deſire Ramrutton Tagore to do all in his power to induce Mr. 
Barwell to. enter into engagements with Coja Michael and you tor the 
rofits to be derived from manufacturing the Savagepore ſalt ? 
« Anſwer, I deſire time to conſider this; I ſaid ſo many things to Ram-- 
rutton, I can't recollect. 
« Queſtion. Was not Coja Michael's and your engagements to pay Mr. 
Barwell 65,000 rupees for providing the ſalt of Savagepore, on condition 


* Explained in Page 449. 
+ Only received three- fourths of the value, and does not know how the other fourth was dife 


naſed of, 
N of, 
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of your baving the proviſion of the ſalt of Selimabad, on paying 60,500 
rupees for Selimabad ? 

* Anſwer. By what inſtrument did I enter into ſuch an agreement with 
Mr. Barwell ? or, if I did ſo, why did he diſpoſſeſs me? 

« Dueſtion, Had you delivered to the Company all the ſalt made at Se- 
limabad and Savagepore, muſt not the Company have paid for ſuch falr, 
2orecably to the articles of their contract? 

« Anſwer. I fold the ſurplus ſalt by Mr. Barwell's orders.” 

On the queſtion being repeated to him, 

« Anſwer, By my engagements with the Company i it oügde to have been 
ſo, but Mr. Barwell ordered me to ſell whatever ſurplus ſalt I provided. 

_ * Yveſtion, In this caſe, could not Mr. Barwell have ſtopt the money 
and ſet it off in account with Michael and you, for the engagements you 
had entered into with him? 

* Anſwer. According to the nn ecken of the Company 8 Pottah, he 
ſhould not have done it; but notwithſtanding he did. 

Mw Queſtion. Have you the Perſian paper that you produced the other 
day ? 

0 Anſwer. No. 

« Oveſtion. Have you a copy of it? 

« Anſwer, Yes (and produces a copy).” 

Agreed, That the following letter be written to the provincial council at 
Dacca, 


To Mr. Charles William Boughton Rows, Chief, Oc. Fee Council of 
Revenue at Dacca. 
66 Gentlemen, 

« We deſire you will inform Mr. Grueber, that Coja Kaworke, on | his exa· 
mination at this Board, has declared that 20 rupees per 100 maunds were 
deducted from his advances in the firſt year of his ſalt- contract, amounting 
to 12,000 rupees; which, he ſays, he was told was Sen to defray the char- 
ges of the Committee. 

e He has likewiſe further declared, that he tle an allowance to Mr. 
Grueber, of 10,000 maunds of ſurplus ſalt, for which the Company, accor- 
ding to the Pottah, would have paid him 25 per cent. and in that caſe they 
would have received all the profits ariſing from the ſale. 

« You will pleaſe to call on Mr. Grueber for his anſwer to the above re- 
preſentations, and tranſmit it to us without delay. 


Fort-William, | — We are, &c. 
the 11th April, 1775, en ET] X 


J. CraverinG, 
Geo. Monson, 
R. BAR WELL. 


_ Fort 
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PDDort William, 11th April, 1775 *, 
General Clavering, Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, deliver in the follow- 
ing minute. Pp OW, 
Revenue Department. 17 5 
Minute from General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis. 
It gives us the utmoſt concern to be obliged to take notice of the fol- 


lowing facts to the Honourable Court of Directors. Mr. Barwell, in his 
letter of the 24th of laſt month, has declared he would account to the Ho- 


nourable Court of Directors, for the laſt ſhilling he had received from his 


ſalt contracts, and deſired us to aſſert, upon his word, and his aſſurance, 
* That if one ſingle farthing of the ſums ſaid to have been paid to him by 
% Coja Kaworke, ſhall be proved to have gone into his pocket, he will pay 


Fol, 635 to 644, 


ce into the treaſury three times the amount of every ſuch ſum that may be 


e proved;” yet, in the conſultations of the Committee of this Board of the 
15th inſtant, Mr. Barwell has produced an account, in which he makes the 
ſaid Coja Kaworke his debtor, in the ſum of one hundred and twenty-five 
thouſand five hundred rupees, of which he has actually received the great- 
eſt part, for letting to him, on certain conditions, the ſalt farms of Duccan 
Savagepore, and Selimabad, for four years, as an emolument of his ſtation. 
He has allo acknowledged, that he actually receives the profits of the ſaid 


farms as a truſtee for the Chief of Dacca, ſhould the Chief think proper to 


accept them. Such an avowal after the ſolemn proteſtation above quoted, 
impreſſes us with the higheſt degree of aſtoniſhment ; eſpecially as the fact 
dppears to have been not merely a meaſure adopted by an individual, for 
the improvement of his fortune, but a part of the ſyſtem laid down by the 
Committee of Circuit, when they let the lands. We think ourſelves bound 


to add, that an univerſal report prevails of a tax being collected under the 


head of Durbar-Krutch, from the Provinces, but not brought to the Com- 
pany's account. This report has not yet been verified; but from the uni— 
verſality of it, and the meaſures taken in leaſing the above-mentioned farms, 
we are apprehenſive there 1s too much foundation for it. 


« It is with reluctance we call the attention of the Court of Directors to the 


proceedings of the Committee of Revenue of the 23d of November 1773, 
where the Board declare, that the ſalaries of 3,000 rupees per month, will 
be a reaſonable compenſation for the loſs which the members of the ſuperior 

Council may be ſuppoſed to ſuſtain, by being excluded from every benefit of 
trade, which they could not exerciſe, however diſpoſed in themlelves, without 
ſome degreeof oppreſſion. They will have more leiſure to attend to the duties 
of their ſtations, and the Chiefs of their provincial councils will be more at li- 


* Entered on Rev. Conſ. May 5, 1775. 6 
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berty to check, or correct, any irregularities of others, being under no re. 
ſtraint on account of their own private concerns. If it can be ſuppoſed that 
men of the firſt diſtinction in the ſervice, having accepted of ſuch a com- 
penſation, ſhould notwithſtanding ſo far forget the principles of fidelity and 
honour, as to engage in any concerns contrary to this prohibition; the jea- 
| louſy of their counſels will prove an effectual bar to ſuch a defien, unless 
they ſhould agree in colluſion with them, which it would be impoſtible to 
conceal. : 

«© We leave the Court of Directors to draw their own concluſions from 
theſe declarations, and theſe ſubſequent actions. We will not ourſelves 
venture to animadvert upon them. We leave it likewiſe to the judgment 
of our ſuperiors to determine, from the materials now before them, Whether 
x be probable, that the preceding were the only emoluments enjoyed by 
the members of the Dacca factory at the expence of the Company's revenue, 
and in violation of their engagements with the Company, 

«© As we had reaſon to ſuppole from the diſcoveries at Dacca, that the 
members of the other provincial Councils might likewiſe derive fimilar emo- 
luments from their ſtations reſpectively, a circular letter has been written 
to the ſeveral councils, requiring them to make a declaration of thoſe emo- 
luments, if any ſuch are received by them, in order that every private ap- 

propriation of any part of the Company's revenue may be reunited to it. 

«© The petition of Sunargong and Dacca weavers, referred to the com- 
mercial Chief of that place by the Board of Trade on the 1oth of February, 
with the then acting Chief's reply on the 11th of March, and the incloſed 
letter, will more fully explain the ſtate of the trade in that diſtrict, than: 

any repreſentation we can make on the ſubject, _ . 

« Mr. Rous, the provincial Chief at Dacca, in his letter of the 20th 
March, ſays, that on the cloſe of the Kilt of this year, ending in April 1773, 
he imagines there will be a very heavy balance, which we apprehend may 
ariſe from the unwarrantable mode of letting the lands, of which an inſtance 
is given in the above-mentioned farms, and the reſtrictions laid on the trade 
of that diſtrict, as ſhewn in Mr. Fergufon's letter. 

«© The Ryotts, particularly in the province of Dacca, act in the double 
capacity of both labourer and manufacturer; theſe oppreflions and re- 
ſtrictions, if not ſpeedily remoꝭ ed, muſt effectually operate to the ruin of 
that late flouriſhing province. ö 

e Since our arrival in this country, and during all our debates with our 
colleagues, we have not met with a circumſtance that has filled us with 
greater aſtoniſhment than the terms and purport of the plan propoſed by the 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell, for the new {ettlement of the provinces, 
at the expiration of the preſent leaſes. That gentlemen who have contri- 
| buted to ſubvert the conſtitution of the country, and the rights of the na- 
tives, ſhould wiſh to revert to that government they have ſo lately overſet; 
and ſhould fo far forget themſelves, as to recommend the abolition of the 
very ſyſtem which they every day ſupport, which the Governor General has 
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declared in one of his late minutes to be till in his opinion the beſt that 
could be adopted, and our W of which is conſtantly the ſub- 
ject of their cenſure; is only to be explained by themſelves. This conduct 
in other perſons might appear inconſiſtent, in them it is, uniform, and con- 
ſonant to that inſtability which characterizes their government. 


: J. CLAVERIVG. 
(Signed) Geo. MonsoN, 
P. Francis, 


P. S. Incloſing a copy of the letter of the 11th March, from the acting 


chief at Dacca to the Board of Commerce, that letter not appearing 


on the conſultations of that Board. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Ferguſon to George Smith, Eſq; 


Dear Sir, 2 | : Calcutta, 5th April 1775. 

« I am exceedingly glad to hear the trade is laid open at Dacca; for the 
late extraordinary meaſures there, have brought a ſeries of diſappointments 
and loſſes, not only on myſelf, but on my friends, both here and abroad, 
which I ſhall give you a ſhort detail of, from what I can recolle&, as time 
will not admit my referring to the letters that paſſed on theſe occaſions. 

In December 1773, I wrote to Meſſrs. Ruſſel and Hunter to pro- 
vide an inveſtment for the Buſſorah market, to the amount of fifty thou- 


ſand rupees for Mr. Monckton, to be ready in July laſt, They according- 


ly contracted for the goods, and made the uſual advances, for which they 
drew bills on me. 

„This done, I made advances for Radnagore, &c. goods to a conſider- 
able amount, to make proper aſſortment for the voyage, and directed the 
Dacca inveſtment ſoon afterwards, to be increaſed to one lack ; but then 
found from the change of men in power and meaſures, that the quantity 
I firſt ordered could not be depended on. 

« The evil daily increaſed, and when my goods oveht to have been 
delivered, thoſe who had contracted, tendered back the advanees they had 
received, which were accepted of by Meſſrs. Ruſſel and Hunter, who 
plainly ſaw, that reſtraint of government only prevented the contracts from 
from being fulfilled. Part of the cargo being then prepared on the coaſt, 
and advances made by me for ſuch Radnagore and other goods, as would 
only ſuit the Buſſorah market, I could not ſtop here without a certain 
heavy lots, and though my friends wrote me from Dacca, that not a piece 
of goods fir for exportation were to be got, but through the means of the 
creatures of the Chief, who put any price they pleaſed upon them, I was 
obliged to deſire them to ſubmit to theſe terms; but then found the goods 
to dear, I could not poſſibly take them. Being perfectly ſatisfied in myſelf, 
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that Meſſrs: Ruſſe and Hunter had done every thing in their power to ex- 
ecute the commiſſion, I did for the fatisfaction of my other friends who 
ordered more goods, write Mr. Crawford in Auguſt, to provide, I think to 
the amount of fifty thouſand rupees. In this he failed, for the ſame reaſon 
that Meſſrs. Ruſſel] and Hunter gave me. 

“ The bad conſequences of this have been, chat ten months intereſt on 
about one lack, thirty thouſand rupees, intended for that inveſtment, has 
been loſt. I have been obliged to ſend an improper aſſortment of goods. 

to Buſſorah on freight, and for want of a ſufficient cargo for the ſhip deſti- 
ned there, was neceſſitated to fell her, and inſtead of effeCting at leaſt a 
ſaving, if not a profitable remittance, by goods to Bombay of a lack and a 
half, via Buſſorah, for the proviſion of cotton, &c, I have been forced to 

do it by bills, and in Sicca rupees, to an evident loſs of eighteen per cent. 
Others have, I know, laid under the ſame inconvenience, and our friends at 
Dacca of long eſtabliſhed good character, have been nearly ruined, while 

a number of hitherto needy dependants are now ſuppoſed rich, 

“The poor manufacturer of that moſt beneficial branch of trade to the 
country, now, [I believe, repreſents his diſtreſs to the Governor General, to 
whom he naturally looks for aid. | 

I am, &c. . 
(Signed) Joan FEROusox.“ 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Francis Lav. 


To Samuel Middleton, Eſq, Pref dent, &c. Members of the Board of Trade 
a4t Fort William. 
6 Gentlemen, . 

« Agreeable to your order of the 10th limo, accompanying the Sonar- 
gong and Dacca Weavers petitions, I have at ſeveral times called theſe 
people before me. In. reſpect to the heavieſt charge againſt Mr. Day, the 
taking away cloths by force, and paying them eight or nine annas the ru- 
Pecs, I am referred to the llerdars; for theſe weavers avow their informa- 
tion and knowledge on this point is from them, and theſe Illetdars have 
been to Calcutta to complain, where they till remain. As for their com- 
plaints of the cloths being ſorted into low letters, this muſt ever be the caſe, 
for the letter A when advanced for, often turns out the third letter or lower. 
ReſpeCting the 1000 rupees Nazar *, ſome of the Soonargong people have this 
day ſworn before me, that Mr. Day? s Gomaſtah Jaggernaut Goapt, obliged 
them to be delivered for each weaver's houſe a rupee, and that he allo 
obliged them to deliver Muchulcas + not to make cloths but for the Engliſh 
Company. Some Dacca weavers have alſo ſwore that they were compelled 
to deliver Muchulcas not to work but for the Engliſh Company, and that 
cloths were taken from their houſes againſt their will and conſent, belonging 
10 Armenians and other merchants. How far theſe people are excited by 


* Preſent. + Engagements, 
the 


6 


the old Delolls“ to complain, is a hard matter to determine, but a general 
diſſatisfaction ſeems to prevail nearly amongſt the whole body of weavers; 
for complaints have come almoſt from all parts, though as yet none from 
Jungul Barry, and I preſume their former liberty muſt have been much 
abridged in the diſpoſal of their cloths. 
">, 7 e IJ am, Ke. | 

the 11th March, 1775«. | (Signed) Francis Law,” 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 20th May, 1775. 
8 Fort William, 15th May, 1775. 


Mr. Barwell's Minute in reply to the Minute from General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, dated Fort | William, 11th April, 1775. 


« The Court of Directors and the Public have facts to refer to, and as 
thoſe are the teſts, by which alone my conduct can be judged, I am in- 
different to the manner in which they are preſented by General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis; confident that the facts themſelves will 
not be found either to impeach my integrity, or to prove upon me any 
abuſe of the truſt I diſcharged while Chief of Dacca. 1 promiſed to the 
Company, in caſe the rights to the ſalt farms leaſed to the Dacca Chief- 
ſhip, in the names of Ramhurry and Radachurn Dey, on the moſt 
advantageous propoſals made to the Committee of Circuit, were adjudged. 
to veſt in the Company, I would account to them for the laſt farthing of 
the profits I made by ſub-letting thoſe farms; vide my letters to the 
Secretary to the Council of Revenue, of the 23d March, and to the Board 
of the 24th of the ſame month. In the courſe of inveſtigation of this ſubject, 
It is evident, the ſalt farms were leaſed out in 1772, and that the firſt 
intereſt I had in them was in January 1774. I think it will not be advanced 
that had I declined a claim to theſe farms, the private advantage to be made 
from them would have gone to the Company, not to thole who, upon 
certain conditions, held the management from me and previouſly from 
Mr. Grueber. The Company of courſe cannot be ſaid to have been. 
deprived by me, nor are they deprived of the leaſt benefit ariſing from the 
leaſe under which theſe farms are held; the point, 1 confeſs, is much 
involved by animadverſions moſt freely paſſed upon it; but if I miſtake it 
not, it is ſimply, whether I or other individuals have that right we pretend 
to in certain farms, under a certain public leaſe. As I have inſtituted a. 
fuit in the Supreme Court of Judicature, againſt the men who ſtand in com- 
petition with me for theſe farms, its deciſion will determine, whether with. 
them or with me this litigated right reſts. In this, I apprehend, the Com- 
pany can have no intereſt at ſtake; the iſſue will only affect thoſe who have. 


ſubmitted their pretenſions to the judgment of the Judicature. Having 
bs. Brokers. | 
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aſſured the Board, I would give every ſatisfaction, I delivered in an account, 
in which I ſtated in a fair and preciſe manner, the profits I had derived from 
the litigated farms; the ſums which I am otherwiſe charged with receiving, 
the ſame conſcious rectitude impelled me to declare, that if any ſums were 
proved to have gone into my pocket, or that I had benefited a ſingle 
Anna by ſuch donations, I would return them threefold, This alludes 
not, nor can be made to allude to thoſe: profits, which from the firſt 1 
avowed and acknowledged to reap from manufacturing the ſalt, but to 
preſents falſely alleged to be made to me, by which I was never advan- 
taged a ſingle rupee ; I ſhall make no reply to the ſtrictures paſſed on the 
Committee of Circuit. The gentlemen who formed that Committee, are 
doubtleſs able to vindicate their own proceedings, and to give ſatisfaction 


to the Public on many points that require elucidation ; but in fo ſimple 


tranſactions as receiving propoſals under ſeal, and giving a preference to 
the higheſt, impoſition was not eaſy, not probable, and not ſcarcely 
poſſible; however, if it can be affirmed on proof, that the higheſt offers 
were rejected, and lower offers accepted, from partiality or favour to any 
individual bidders at the leaſe of the lands, the charge will then come home, 
and the public intereſts be juſtly ſaid to be ſacrificed to private conſidera- 
tions; if this is not the caſe they will ſtand acquitted. I have not engaged 
in trade ſince January 1774, or the time I received the orders of prohibi- 
tion. A proviſion of Luckipore goods were ordered previous to that period 
of time, tor the benefit of the gentlemen of my tamily, and the money 


advanced by me. This is merely to be conſidered as a loan from one man 


to another, with which my own emoluments had not the ſmalleſt connection; 
but the goods ſelling at rates that did not return the intereſt ariſing on the 
advances prime colt and charges, the intention was fruſtrated, What 
I a&, 1 acknowledge without reſerve, and dety the moſt ſevere ſcrutiny to 
fix a ſtain on my public conduct, or to point to one ſingle inſtance, in 
which 1 have ſacrificed the intereſt of my employers to a bale purſuit of 
gain. Heaven has given me an ample fortune, deſcended to me in my own 
right, and the fayour of relations, whoſe loſs I ſhall ever regret ; yet with 


theſe advantages, and every indulgence enjoyed till of late by the ſervants 


of the Company, I have not in the courſe of ſeventeen years ſervice, 
much more than doubled the ſums received from my relations; I believe, 
however, it will be found, few ſervants of the Company have ever traded 
ſo largely as myſelf. The meaſures J have purſued in ſecuring the com- 


mercial intereſts of the Company, which for a number of years have de- 


clined at the Dacca Aurungs, were in my judgment the molt ſalutary 
that could be adopted; the many and juſt complaints received from Europe, 
of tlie debaſement of the Dacca manutactures, called for the exertion of 
my beſt endeavours; and I determined on the moſt probable means thar 
occurred to me, to retrieve and reſtore the quality of the public inveſt— 
ments, after reverting to and conſidering the principle on which Meſſrs. 
Manningham and Frankland reformed the purchaſes at the Aurungs in 
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1737, and the good effects reſulting from the fame plan introduced at 
Madraſs for the proviſion of the coaſt inveſtment; 1 reſolved to eradicate, 
as much as poſſible, the influence and intervention of intermediate agents, 
and to make the Company conduct and direct their own. manufactures, To 
effect this, it was neceſſary the manufacturers ſhould be in the immediate 
pay and under the immediate controul of the Company, and not the 


ſervants of others, who in the firſt inſtance were to ſtipulate with | the 


Company, for an agency that did not produce one fingle advantage to the 
Public. Actuated by thefe motives, I found an abſolute neceſſity of re- 
nouncing all private views. [ was to break through a combination of de- 
f2ning men, who had grown rich upon the ſpoils of the Public, and whoſe 
riches added to their influence that before was but too extenſive, I knew, 
that I muſt excite their refentment againſt myſelf, by my fruſtration of their 
ſchernes, and I was caurious accordingly to give them no handle of com- 


plaint. To confirm the propriety of my public meaſures, I need only 
appeal to the letters of che Board at Calcutta, dated 7th March 1774, to 


the ſeries of my own former correſporidence upon the ſubject, and the 


orders of the Court of Directors for ſeveral years back reſpecting the ſyſtem 


of Delollage *, which the Company has conſtantly and uniformly decried 


ever ſince ns firſt connection with India. The inveſtment I procured for 
1774, will ſpeak for itſelf; it was in every reſpect uncommonly advantageous 


to the Company, whoſe intereſts I ſtudied, and it was not an ealy taſk to 


recover the original purity of a decaymg manufattory, and to reform the 


long eftabliſhed abufes of commerce. It is hardly neceſſary for me to 


obſerve, that in proportion as the Company's inveſtment was increaſed, the 


proviſion of private merchants mult neceſſarily diminiſh; therefore, the 


complaints of individuals upon this circumſtance, are of themſelves a 


teſtimony of the good effects of my cares for the Public, and I never 
expected to fee the intereſts of the collective body of our. employers, 
ſtared in counterpoize to thoſe of any private merchant in Calcutta, whoſe 
whole licence for trade being immediately derived from the Company, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, but that licence implied a right and a power in the 
licenſers, to a preference and a priority in the market; however, in anſwer 
to that part of Mr. Ferguſon's letter, where he complains of the abſolute 


re. of Dacca goods in Calcutta, I beg leave to quote the laſt 


paragraph of the Board's letter to me, 7th March 1774. © If by theſe 
e means the Company's inveſtment can be inſured, it will diſappoint the 
« hopes private merchants may entertain of taking advantage of the 
Company's neceſſities; a circumſtance that ſhould ever vigilantly be 
guarded againſt, but of which we think there is the leſs danger the 
e enſuing year, as we underſtand there is a very large quantity of goods 
remaining upon hand in Calcutta, which may dilcourage them from 
« entering into further engagements for the preſent.” t 

This paragraph as effectually ſanctions my mode of proceeding, as it 
cenfutes Mr. Ferguſon's repreſentations. It appears that he might have 


* The ſyflem of tranſatting all the buſineſs threugh the Delolls or Brokers, | 
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found a very ſufficient quantity of cloths in Calcutta, had he thought fit to 


purchaſe them there; and his complaints of the impoſſibility to procure an 
inveſtment at Dacca, prove the ſtrict attention which I paid to the orders of 
my ſuperiors. Mr. Ferguſon, in his examination before the Board, ſeems to 
have been well acquainted with the ſtate of trade, when he pretends that 
the exports of Dacca goods fell conſiderably ſhort laſt year; yet in his an- 
{wer to the very next queſtion, he ſays, He has no idea of what quantity of 
Dacca goods were provided by private merchants the year before, But there 


is a very ſtriking contraſt to be obſerved between the whole of Mr. Fergu- 
ſon's letter to his friend at Madras, and this examination before the Board 


in Calcutta; the firſt in every line betrays the warmth of a man newly cha- 
grined by his diſappointment, and every idle and calumnious report that ſym- 


pathiſed with his feelings at that time, ſeems to have obtained an eaſy and 


implicit faith with him; at leaſt, it is difficult upon any other principle to 
account for the acrimony of his complaints againſt the Chief for enriching his 
creatures, needy dependents, &c. &c. of which he there ſhould ſeem to be 


fully informed; but the latter plainly ſpeaks a man of very circumſcribed 
| knowledge, and wholly unfurniſhed with proofs of his former allegations, 


He therein owns, that he never had heard I had benefited myſelt by any in- 
veſtment at Dacca, and of all thoſe creatures againſt whom he ſo bitterly in- 
veighed, upon the cloſeſt inveſtigation he could name but one, my banian, 
and that only by report, from his own confeſſion; it appears however, that 
he believed 1 had earneſt intentions to ſerve my friends, by his own ſtate- 


ment of his applications to Mr, Crawfurd. The ill ſucceſs of thoſe applica- 


tions 1s an additional proof, that no private conſiderations could then bias 
me from the conduct I had determined to purſue in obedience to the advice 
of the Board of Calcutta; but it is ſurely inconſiſtent to accuſe me at once 
for being injuriouſly partial to the intereſts of my friends, and to lament at 
the ſame moment, the ineffectual endeavours of one, whom he himſelf 
knew I was particularly deſirous to ſerve ; ſo vague a charge renders confu- 
tation ridiculous, I have no concern with the private engagement of my 
Banian, which he might enter into or decline at his own option, and upon 
the general footing ; and of my own family, none made any inveſtment of 
conlequence but the Honourable Mr. Frederick Stuart, which was at his 
own riſk and influence; they themſelves therefore muſt anſwer for the guilt 
of trading in competition with Mr. Ferguſon; I diſclaim all connexion with 
it. From the conſiderations I have above ſtated, I muſt own the inſinua- 
tions contained in the third paragraph of the minute before us, appear very 
extraordinary; as they are not regular accuſations, it is impoſſible I ſhould 


know what anſwer to make to them; but they are the more unjult, as they 
leave the reader's imagination to form whatever ſuſpicions he may chuſe, and 


yet preclude all my attempts to my own juſtification. 


Extratls 


n 


Extratts of Fart William Committee of Rods Proceedings, I 4th Fol, rc to 105. 
April, 1775. 


AT A COMMITTEE, 


PRESENT, 


Lieutenant. General Jon . 
| The Honourable C o. Moxson 
and RichaRD BarwzLL, Eſq. 


Read and approved the proceedings of the iath inſtant. 

Coja Kaworke is called in, and queſtioned. 

<« Aueſtion. Did not Mr. Barwell repeatedly. warn yon, that if you failed 
in the Company's contract or engagements to him, he wauld no longer truſt 
you with the proviſion of ſalt, but give the management to others who would 

fulfil all engagements ? 

* Anſwer, He told Coja Michael that if he did not pay the amount of 
the bonds remaining due within a weeks time, that he would take the 
farm from him. 

% ᷓQusſtion. As ſoon as Mr. Barwell-imagined-you had deceived him, did 
he not ſend down Moſundram an Aumeen, to Selimabad to procure accounts 
of all the ſalt manufactured at Selimabad, andito ſeize and carry to the Com- 
pany's Golahs“ all the ſalt he might find in your private Golahs, or at 
Toffalls +? 

«* Anſwer. He ſent an Aumeen to aſcertain whether the quantity I re- 
pfeſented to be i in the Golahs was really there or not.” 

The queſtion is repeated, this not being a full anſwer. 

« Anſwer. The above was the only reaſon of the Aumeen's being 
deputed. 

0 Queſtion. What. quantity of Selimabad ſalt was you to have delivered 
into che Company's Golahs by your engagement with Joynarain Goſaul? 

Anſwer. One hundred 2 1:thouſadd maunds, as by my Cabooleat. 


An Account of Salt of Sclimabad Purgunnah. 


| _ _Maunds, | Maunds. 
To ſalt in the Company's By ſalt agreed on, 1, 21, 0 © 
Golah, under the care On wy ſurplus ſalr, 8,281 10 
of Mr. Wood at Jana- 2 
gar and Sooltantary, 84,600 o 
To outſtanding falt due | 
from the Molungees at 
ſaid Purgunnah, 44,681 10 
Maunds, 1,29,281 10 || 5 1,2:,281 10 


* Warehouſes, + Salt works. 
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« Queſtion. What quantity of ſalt did you make in the Purgunnah of 
Selimabad laſt year, i. e. 1180? 


« Anſwer. About 95,000 maunds. 

* Queſtion. Have you delivered it all to the Company 2 | 

« Anſwer. All excepting eleven or twelve thouſand maunds, which I . 
ſold to the Pykars to pay my own expences, and to diſcharge Mr. Barwell's 
bond, and my debts to merchants. 

6 Queſtion. Have you any papers to produce of the quantity of ſalt re- 
ceived by the agent, and was it weighed or meaſured into the Golahs ? 

6 Anſwer. When the merchants who had purchaſed the ſalt at the ſales 
applied for it, it was weighed off in preſence either of Mr, Wood, or ſome 
of his people, and a receipt was afterwards given me for it. 

&« Queſtion. What quantity of ſalt did you deliver from Duccan Savage- 
pore, made in the firſt year of the contract 1179, and where are your re- 
ceipts for it? 

« Anſwer. I gave 45,000 maunds to the purchaſers on account the 
Company, 10,000 \ maunds to the joint account, I ſold 10,000 maunds more, 

and gave the profits of it to Mr. Barwell. 

& 9ueſtion, You ſay you paid Mr. Barwell the profits of 10,000 maunds 
of ſalt, rupees gooo z when did you pay it, and to whom? 
* Anſwer. I paid it on the goth day of December by Guddadar Podar, 
aud Luckun Podar, my bankers, into the hands of one of Ramrutton's Po- 
dars, authoriſed to receive it, whoſe name I do not recollect, but can tell by 


looking into my account. 


e Jusſtion. Did you deſire Ramrutton to ſolicit his maſter, Mr. Barwell, 
to give you the proviſion of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad ſalt, and tell 
him that it ſhould be as advantageous to his maſter as any body elſe would 
make it? 

« Anſwer. I never had any ſuch betten with Ramrutton.“ 

Kaworke deſires to make an addition to this anſwer; “ that if the Com- 
pany's Pottah granting him the farms for five years was not ſufficiently 
binding, what would ſignify words. 

« Queſtion. You mention in your account that Mr. Barwell had taken a 
bond from you for eight thouſand rupees, dated the 25th January, 17743 


which bond has been ſince paid; have you that bond in your poſſeſſion ? 
e Anſwer. No; it is at Dacca. 


„ Queſtion. In whole poſſeſſion? 
« Anſwer, Coja Michael has it. 
« Queſtion. In whoſe name is the bond? 
« Anſwer. I do not remember; however, if Ramrutton denies the re- 
ceipt of the money, I will prove the payment of it. 

& Queſtion. How came you to owe Mr. Barwell 8000 rupees ſo _ in 
that gentleman's government as the 25th of January, and before you had 
tranſaction with him relating to your retaking the farm ? 


3 N2. « Anſwer. 


* 


1 
4 
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cc Anferth. This ſam was in part of the amount of the profits of ro, ooo 


maunds of the ſalt of the year 1179, the balance was paid in caſh, 


« Queſtion. At what time was Mr. Barwell's Jemautdar and Peons put 
over you ? 


& Anſwer. From the 25th Sauren (7th Auguſt laſt) to the toth of Aſſen 


(23d September). 


66 , Queſtion, Under what pretence did they extort the 283 rupees 3 ? 
© Anſwer, It was given them to prevent their Pexcriſing ſe- 
verities. 
** Queſtion. You mention 928 rupees extorted by Mr. Purling' s Peons, 


what had Mr. Purling to do with you? 


* Anſwer, He put Peons over me on account of the two bonds in the 


name of Prauen Paul. 


« Oveſtion. On what account Aid you pay Joynarain, Banian to Mr. 
Shakeſpear, 2000 rupees? 

« Anſwer. To procure me the Arzammenee (or under ſecurity) of 
Duccan Savagepore 7 anas *, which was taken from me three months alter- 
wards ; I gave Mr. Barwell 8,500 rupees on the ſame account. 

«* Queſtion, To whom did you pay the money you ſay you have given 
on Mr. Barwell's account? 

« Anſwer. I paid it at two different times by Goddadar Podar, and 
Luckun Podar, into the hands of Ramrutton, and one of his Podars, whoſe 
name I do not recolle&t ; one payment being 5000 rupees, the other 3000 


«© AꝗAneſtion. Was there any note or bond paſſed for that 5000 rupees if 
not, had you any receipt for it ? . 
« Anſwer, I gave a writing, ſtipulating that I ſhould hold the Mhal for 


four years, upon paying the ſum of 10, ooo rupees, which writing was to 


become void upon payment of the money, whether it was returned to me 
or not? 
Queſtion. You likewiſe mention 1 500 rupees pad to Mr. Barwell; 


through whom, and in what manner was that paid? 


& Anſwry. It was by Goddadar to one of Ramrutton's Podars in the 
month of Mauh, whole name I do not recollect at preſent, but can tell on 
looking into my accounts. 

8 Dueftion. Have you a receipt for the money P 

% Anſwer, It is not the cuſtom for gentlemen to give receipts on ſuch 
occaſions. 

« AQueſtion. You fay you have not delivered to the Company above 80 
or $2,000 maunds of ſalt, are you ſure you have delivered ſo much Selima- 
bad ſalt? 

« Anſwer, Ves; I will be bound I have. 

« Queſtion, You was to deliver by the Cabooleat to Joynarain 120,000 


| ® Seyen-ſixteenths, | 
6 maunds, 
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maunds, and if you fell ſhort of this quantity, you was to bay 30 rupees on 
each one hundred maunds? 

« Anſwer. Ves; I agreed to it. 

« ®yeſtion. Have you paid 20,000 rupees, which is the difference on 
this agreement for ſhort delivery? 

Anſtwer. The Pykars entered into the ſame engagements with me that 
I had done with Joynarrain, -and 1f Joynarrain took the Mhal from me before 
the expiration of the FG he was to be anſwerable for whatever balances 
ſhould ariſe. 
Qusſtion. Is not the difference of price between what he engaged to 
furniſh the Selimabad ſalt at, and the price allowed by the Company upon 
32,000 maunds, 32,000 rupees ? 2251 engagements wan Joynarrain bind 
you to account for this ſum? 

« Anſwer. The Company allow x10 rupees per 100 maunds, and I en- 
caged to furniſh it at 72 rupees; * as the Mhal was taken from me, Ll am 
not anſwerable. 

« Quęſtion. Did you and Michael repeatedly offer to Mr. Barwell a tranſ- 
fer of Chowlie, or fourth part of the advances, in liquidation of your private 
engagements of 1,2 5,500 rupees to him? 

« Anſwer. No. Mr. Barwell told me to give a receipt to the Company 
for the Chowlie, or fourth part of the advances, that he might carry the 
amount to my account; but I neither received the Chowlie, e o 
38, 200 and odd rupees, nor gave a receipt for it. 

« Nueſtion. In whoſe preſence did Mr. Barwell ſay this? 

woe Anſwer. In Coja Michael's, and either in Hurry Baboo's, or Ram- 
rutton's, I do not exactly remember which,” 


Fort 


Fol. 115 to 192» 
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Fort William Committee of Revenue Proceedings, 
April 18, 1775. 


AT A COMMITTEE, 
PRESENT, 


Lieutenant General Joan CLaverinG, Fes 
RICHARD BAR WELL, 
7 and Is Eſqrs. 
Puli FRANCIS, 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 14th Inſtant. 

Coja Kaworke being called in, and queſtioned, 

% Oueſtion, Did not Mr. Barwell repeatedly refuſe your transfers, | in 
forming you no monies could be advanced on account of the Chowlie, 
until the deliveries of the ſalt were completed, for that the company retained 


the Chowlie to be reimburſed the deficiencies, if any, in the deliveries of 


the ſalt? 
« Anſwer. By the conditions of the Pottah, 1 ſhould receive the Chow- 


lie upon compleating my deliveries to the Company. Mr. Barwell told me 


repeatedly to give a receipt for the Chowlie, and that he would carry the 


amount to my account, as part payment of Praun Paul's bonds. 


« Oveſtion. Upon Coja Michael's repreſentation that the payment of 
the 1,2 5,500 rupees, agreeably to the Kiſtbundy, might be inconvenient, 


did not Mr. Barwell, to remove any inconvenience, propoſe your taking up 


what ſums might be wanted on loan from Praun Paul, at 1 per cent. per 
menſem, to be repaid when it might ſuit your convenience? 

% Anſwer, He never propoſed any ſuch thing to mel don't know 
what he might have done to Coja Michael We were compelled, by neceſ- 


ſity, to agree to the payment of 1,25,500 rupees. Mr. Barwell had then 


the management of the Company's affairs at Dacca. 
«* Yueſtion. Did you give a Durkaſt 8 to Mr. Barwell for the 


farm of Selimabad ? 


« Anſwer. No. 

« Queſtion. From whom did you hold the farm of Sclimabad ? 

« Anſwer. I took it from Joynarrain.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary do inform Coja Kaworke, that as the Boar 


do not propoſe to interrogate him any further, and Mr. Barwell has pro- 


poſed ſome queſtions in the courſe of the proceedings to him, if there is 
any 
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any particular information which he thinks may be neceſſary for the know- 
lige of the Board, that he is permitted to point out to the Secretary, and 
the Board will put the proper queſtions to Mr. Barwell. 

Buſſunt Roy being called in, is queſtioned. ö 

& Oxueſtion. In what capacity did you go to Dacca, and at what time? 

« Anſwer. I went to Dacca in the month of Bhadoon (Auguſt); I went 
to ſeek employment, | 5 

„AQAueſtion. Have you, during the time you have been at Dacca, had 
any concern in the ſalt farms of Sel.mabad and Duccan Savagepore ? 

& Anſwer. No. ts 5 

& Queſtion. What connection had you with Mr. Barwell ? 

„ Anſwer. I went there to requeſt his aſſiſtance to obtain me ſome em- 

ployment, as I was acquainted with him. | 

e Queſtion, What employment had you at Dacca? 

% Anſwer, None. A. Ep | +, 

« Queſtion, Did you know of any engagements written by Coja Michael 
and Kaworke, in yours and Kiſſen Deb's name, for the ſalt farms of Duccan 
Savagepore and Selimabad ? 3 

« Anſwer. Upon my arrival at Dacca, Mr. Barwell told me that he had 
put the ſalt farm down in mine and another's name, whoſe name I do not 
recollect; I anſwered it was very well, I ſhould have nothing to do with 
the profit or loſs, OY 5 
Queſtion. Did you ever hear, or have you any reaſon to believe, that 
the contracts executed by Coja Michael and Kaworke, in your name, were ex- 
torted by any compulſive means, or whether you have reaſon to think, from 
what you have heard, that they were voluntarily given? | 

'& Anſwer. I heard nothing further than that thoſe people had entered 
into engagements with Mr, Barwell. COR, | 

« Oveſtion. Have you not heard it frequently ſpoken of, and was it not 
- notorious that the ſalt farms of Dacca were in other names, for the benefit 
of the Chiefs ? | 

« Anſwer, Yes. | 

© Oyeftion. From the time that the Engliſh entered into the ſalt trade 
(1762), did not the benefits ariſing from the ſalt made in the Dacca diſtricts 
centre with the factory of Dacca ? e 

« Anſwer. I do not remember from what year, but I have always heard 
that the ſalt farms at Dacca were in other names, for the benefit of the 
Engliſh Gentlemen. 

« Queſtion. Was the ſalt trade in other parts of Bengal likewiſe appro- 
priated to the Engliſh Gentlemen ? 

* Anſwer. Yes, in the ſame manner. 

« Queſtion. Have they enjoyed it to this preſent tine? 

& Anſwer. I do not know whether they enjoy it to this day; but I 
know that farms have been taken under the names of Bengallees, and the 
profits enjoyed by Engliſh Gentlemen, 


5 « Oueſtien. 


{ 464 ) 
< Queſtion. Have the profit of the Ingelee farms been enjoyed by Eng. 

liſh Gentlemen, in the ſame manner as at Dacca and other places. 
« Aaſwer. No; on the Ingelee farm, the profit is made upon contracts. 
«© Oueſtion, Did you hear from Coja Michael or Coja Kaworke, any 
.complaint of their having engaged with Mr, Barwell to pay larger profits 


than the Mhal would afford? 


« Anſwer. No. 

* 2weſtion. Did you ever hear, or did you know, whilſt you were at 
Dacca, of Mr. BarwelPs ever ſpeaking with the Armenians in private? 

« Anſwer, No. 

Qusęſtion. Did you ever hear of Mr. Barwell's giving any orders to the 
Armenians to run alt ? 

& Anſwer. No. 


« Queſtion. Did you ever hear, in converſation with any of Mr. Bars 


wells people, that he had declined taking any alt, and ſaid that all muſt be 
delivered to the Company? 


„ Anſwer. No. 


* Oueſtion. Did you ever hear that any offers of Cale w were made to Mr. 
Barwell, and that he refufed 1 it, ſaying that all the falt muſt be delivered to 
the Company? 

« Anſwer. I heard ſo from Mr. Barwelbs people. 
Queſtion. Do you know whether Mr. Barwell had the ſmalleſt quantity 


of falt belonging to him at Dacca, and whether he bought or fold any ſalt 
when there ? 


(#8 Anfwer. 1 don't know. 

*« Oveſtion. During the time Mr. Barwell was ys do you know that 
he either received or ſold the leaſt quantity of ſalt? 

« Anſwer, I neither know, or ever heard, that he did. 

« Oxeſtion. When the ſalt was to be delivered to the Company, on Mr. 
Barwell's laſt arrival at Dacca, ſuſpecting the Selimabad contractors of be- 
ing ſhort in their deliveries, and having embezzled the ſalt, did not Mr. 
Barwell immediately ſend down an Aumeen on behalf of the Company, to 
enquire into the ſalt buſineſs, to get accounts of the quantities that were 


made, and ſtop all the ſalt in the private Golahs of Bulram and Kaworke 
to be carried to the Company's account? 


« Anſwer. Yes, in the month of Aſſin, he deputed an Aumeen. 


e Queſtion. Would ſuch enquiry be poſſibly for Mr. Barwell's intereſt, 
if he was to benefit by ſtolen ſalt? 


% Anſwer, No, it was for the intereſt of the Company. 
% Oweſtion. Had Coja Michael and Coja Kaworke delivered the quantity 
of ſalt that they made, would not Mr. Barwell have had it in his power to 


have received the price of it from the Company, and ſet it off in account 
with them for the profits they engaged to give him? 


« Anſwer, I cannot pretend to tay. 


C Queſtion. 
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«, Queſtion. If a public officer of the Government has a demand upon 
a private perſon, who is to receive a ſum of money from the government, 
and the payment is to be made by that officer, to whom the private man 
owes a debt, 1s it not eaſy for the perſon to take that opportunity of pay- 
ing himſelf? 5 33 
« Anſwer. He may ſtop it, but cannot apply it to pay off a debt of 
his own, without a receipt from the perſon by whom that debt is due. 
AQueſtion. As you ſeem to know ſo much regarding the Dacca Salt 
Farms, how many of the Salt Farms were appropriated to the benefit of 
the Chief? PE on F 
« Anſwer. I only heard that the Salt Farms in general were appropriated 
to the e e on 9 985 
« ueſtion. How many Salt Farms are there? 5 
„ Anſwer. Selimabad, including Buzorgomedpore, Seebpore, Bhezuleah, 
Nuddee, Diah, Duccan Savagepore, and Sundeep. L or oe” 
« Oueſtion, Do you know who were the Farmers of all thoſe Mhals from 
the Committee of circuit? | | | 
& Anſwer. I don't know. | 
J. CraverinG, 
R. BarweLtL, 
P. Francis.” 


Extracis of Fort William ſecret Conſultations, dated the 27th April, 
4 | 1775. ; 


AT A COUNCIL, 
| PRESENT, 


The Hon. Warren HasTinNGs, Governor General, Preſident. 
T utenant Gen, Join CLaveRiNnG. 
The Hon. GOROCE Monson. 
 Ricyard BARWELL, 
PRHILIT FRANCIS, g Eſars. 


Mr. Barwell having requeſted that Mr. John Ferguſon might be call- 
ed before the Board this morning to anſwer to ſundry queſtions, which he 
thinks it neceſſary to propoſe to him, in conſequence of a copy of a letter 
from him tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, with the laſt minutes from 
General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, by the Anſon, Mr. 
Ferguſon being accordingly called upon, he attends, and is admitted before 
the Board. 

Mr. Barwell puts the following queſtions to Mr. Ferguſon. 


30 « Pueſtion, 


Fol. 2024 to 
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&« Oweſtion, Ts this a true copy of a letter from you? 
% Anſwer, Yes, it is. 


1 by „ en Did you communicate this letter to any members of the 
oar 

« Anſwer, No. | 

< Queftion, Did you give authority to any perſon to communicate it? 

« Anſwer, The perſon I gave it to, had my authority to make what uſe 
of it he thought proper, I don't deſire to conceal any part of it. 

„ Queſtion, Will you name the perſon you authoriſed to make what uſe 
he pleaſed with that letter?ꝰꝰ 

This queſtion being objected to by the Board, it is not 1 

«© Qusgſtion. What time in December 1773 did you write to Meſl. Ruf- 
ſell and Hunter, to provide goods to the amount of 50,000 rupees ? 

* Anſwer, I cannot recollect the date without having recourſe to my 
letter book. 

“ Queſtion. Hare you it in your power, Mr. Ferguſon, to inform the 
Board the time when the bills were drawn on you by Mell. Hunter and 
Ruſſell? 

Anſiver. Yes, Sir; I think it was ſome time in the month of February 
1774, but I can tell exactly by referring to my books. 

% Oueftion, Did you ever hear what proviſion of goods it had been cuſto- 
mary for Meſſ. Ruſſell and Hunter to make at 88 in the courſe of the 

ear? | 

« Anſwer. No, not exactly; but I know they uſed to provide a conſider- 

able quantity. | 
Queſtion. Can you conjecture within 20,000 rupees of os proviſion 
made by them 1n the year 1772 ending Fun, 1773, Or from February 
1773 ending February 177445 

* Anſwer. No. I had very little connection with theſe gentlemen pre- 
vious to this commiſſion, and know nothing of the ſtate of their affairs fur- 
ther than what regarded this buſineſs. | 

« Oveſtion. Are you certain whether Meſſ. Ruſſell and Hunter advanced 
the whole of the money to the Dacca Delols at the time they drew upon 
you, or only engaged for the acceptance of the advances when they ſhould 
be tendered? 

« Anſwer. I am not certain by any means, but I have no right to ſup- 
poſe they did not, nor ever doubted it. 

« Queſtion. Are you acquainted with the mode of making purchaſes by 
advances at the Dacca Aurungs, and in what period of time any merchant 
receives a return of goods for the advances made? 

* Anſwer, I am not well acquainted with it, I have an 0 idea 
of it; and ſuppoſe it takes about ſix months, I cannot ſay how much of the 
money 1s uſually advanced, but believe it is 2 or 3. 

« Oveſtion, Were you ever informed by any merchant of Calcutta, x 

| tne 
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the ſhorteſt period of time in which returns had been made f A 
chaſed by Dadney* advances ? | N 
« Anſwer. No. a 25 | 

« 9ueſtion. Will you be pleaſed to inform the Board of it, if it has 
come to your knowledge, the amount of the inveſtment provided by Mr, 
Hunter in 1774, to February 1773 . on 
Anſcer. It never came to my knowledge; I bought ſome goods of 

him, when he came down here, but they were made before that period. 

« Oueftion. Do you know in what capacity Mr. Hunter was at Dacca, 
ſince he period of his reſidence there ? 

« Anſwer, Whilſt Mr. Kelſall ſtaid, I believe he acted as his private 
aſſiſtant, and tranſacted his buſineſs for him when he came away; he executed 
commiſſions for his friends in Calcutta a. SP 

« Oveſtion, Do you know in what manner Mr. Hunter firſt came to India? 

% Anſwer. Yes, 1 believe he came over land to Buſſorah, and from 
thence to India. OR 

« 9veſtion. Do you know whether he reſides in India by any authority 
from the Company, or any expreſs permiſſion from this Government? 

& Anſwer. I do not know. | 


* Oweſtion, Were there no Dacca goods in Calcutta, at the time you 
wanted to purchaſe goods to ſend to Buſlorah ? RE 

« Anſwer. There were ſome; but moſtly old, I believe, 

« Oueſtion, Did you ſend a liſt of inveſtment to Mr. Crawford, and 
were they not moſtly fine goods of the Company's aſſortment? W 

& Anſwer. The liſt I ſent, I think, was a copy of the Barconnat from Buſ- 
ſorah, which were moſtly coarſe goods,” To Tarts 

Mr. Barwell. I think it neceſſary to obſerve to the Board, that my 
reaſon for aſking the foregoing queſtions, proceeded from an application 
made by Mr. Crawford to me in the latter end of Auguſt, for aſſiſtance in 
procuring a proviſion of goods to about a lack of rupees; as this tallied in 
point of time to what is mentioned in Mr. Ferguſon's letter, I conceived it 
might be an application in conſequence.” 4 8 
& Queſtion. Whether Mr. Crawford did ever give you information of 
my being ready and willing to aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of my power, not 
interfering with the public proviſion of | won for the Company; and 
whether you are acquainted with the connection of Mr. Crawford and my 
friends in England, and my connections with him in this country? 

« Anſwer, Mr. Crawford never wrote to me that he had applied to Mr. 
Barwell for aſſiſtance, but in general terms, that the goods could not be 
procured; the mode of providing them being different from what it was 
formerly. I am intimately acquainted with Mr, Crawford, and have ſome 
knowledge of the connection betwixt Mr, Barwell, Mr. Barwell's friends, 

and him. . TY | 

«© Queſtion. Whether from this knowledge, or from any other circum- 
ſtances, you have reaſon to think it would not have given me pleaſure to 

Money advanced for goods. | 
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have aſſiſted Mr, Crawford, and to have advanced his intereſt, had it been i in 


my power ? 
« Anſwer. Yes, it was from that conſideration that I gave him a ſecond 
order, thinking that he could do it perhaps when no body elſe could. 

« Oueſtion, Can you name thoſe who have been ſtyled my needy de- 
pendents, and who are now ſuppoſed to be rich by ny particular advan- 
rages or privileges I gave them ? 

« Anſwer, No, T cannot particulariſe any body, but have heard in ge- 
neral terms, that moſt of the people Mr. Barwell took up, have been mak. 
ing fortunes ; particularly his Banian and ſome others, by ſharing the emo- 


luments which uſed to be more generally divided. 


© Queſtion. As Mr, Ferguſon ſpeaks from report, I wiſh he would in- 


form the Board, if ever he heard that I myſelf benefited at all from any in- 


veſtment made at Dacca? 
« Anſwer, I never did. 
% Queſtion. Do you know whether Mr. Hunter brought a fortune with 


him into India?” 


This queſtion is objected to by the Board, and conſequently not put. 

Quſtion. Do you know the computed amount of Mr. Hunter's pre- 
ſent fortune ?” 

The Board alſo obje& to this queſtion” s being put. 


Queſtion by Mr. Francis. 


ED, Queſtion, Had you any dealings to Dacca before November or De- 


cember 1773? 

« Anſiber. No, Sir; I only arrived here the preceding May. 

<« Queſtion. Do you know whether before that time the trade of Dacca 
was under thoſe reſtrictions, of which you complain in your letter? 
 & Anſwer, I don't know it from experience, but have been told that it 
was not. 
Quseſtion. Would you have any objection to producing all or any of 


the letters of your correſpondents on the ſubject of this letter? 


Anſwer. I have no objection to producing them, if they have none; Y 
but I think I cannot produce them without their conſent, 
% Queſtion. Do you know of any other merchants who have ſuffered i in 


the ſame way that you complain of? 


« Anſwer, Other merchants here have told me they had. 
mM Queſtion. Have you any objection to naming thoſe merchants ? 

« ,#nſwer. No, Sir; I think Mr. John Robinſon, and Coja Catchurt 
Cn. an Armenian, told me they had partly ſuffered; but I believe Mr. 
Robertſon made no advances, as [ had done. 

% Yveſtion, To what amount were the other orders for Dacca goods, 
which you ſay you had from your e and from what 


places? 
« Anſwer, 
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e Anſwer, The Madraſs commiſſion was ſomewhat difcretional, as 1 
might increaſe or diminiſh it according to the advices from Buſſorah. The 
firſt order was for 50, ooo rupees, afterwards I directed, it to be increaſed 
to a lack; the other one was for 30, 40, or 50,000 rUPers, whatever I 


thought would anſwer belt. . 
«© Queſtion, Was there a decreaſe in the exportation of Dacca goods laſt 
year? 


« Anſwer. I believe a very conſiderable one, the e in general dear, 
and worſe than formerly. 

« ANueſtion. Have you any information what quantity of Dacca goods 
were provided laſt year by private merchants ? 

% Anſwer. No, I have no idea of it. 

« Queſtion. Was the trade totally, or in a great meaſure ſtopt ? 

« Anſwer. I am an entire ſtranger ; I can only judge from the letters 1 
received from my friends there; they told me, they could not provide goods 
as uſual. 

« Queſtion. To what diſtreſſes do you allude, when you ſay the poor 

manufaQurers are now repreſenting them to the Council ? 
nz/wer. At the time I wrote the letter to Madraſs, I was informed 
il there were a number of weavers down here to complain of their not 
having been allowed to make goods but for the Company, which occaſioned 
numbers of them almoſt to ſtarve. 

Mr. Bar well. Upon the 2d queſtion propoſed by Mr. F rancis, I mul. 
beg leave to alk Mr Ferguſon.” | 
Queſtion. Whether he had ever heard, or underſtood, that any ad- 
vances at any one period of time before I held the Chiefſhip of Dacca, were 
ever made direct from the merchant to the weavers, and whether the mer 
chant before that period of time, was not obliged to ſubſcribe to the terms 
of a ſet of people called Delolls, to procure any goods from the Dacca 
markets? 

% Anſwer, Yes. I underſtood that formerly the money uſed always to 
be advanced to the Delolls from the merchants, and that the buſineſs was 
done through them, 

Colonel Monſon. * To whom did private merchants make advance3 the 
laſt year? | — ; 

« Anſwer. I believe to the Delolls, but am not certain. 

 « ®weftion. Did thoſe Delolls provide the inveſtment? _ 

& Anſwer. No. They returned the money, but I believe they entered 
into ſome freſh agreements, by having a longer time allowed them, and I 
was at laſt furnithed with fome goods both bad and dear.“ 

Queſtion by Mr. Bar well. 

« Queſtion. You ſpeak of an alteration made in the mode of providing, 
the inveſtment, do you mean by this, any other alteration than excluding 


the Delolls from purchaling the Company's inveſtment, and directing the 
advan-es 


(4% 
advances to be made to the weavers, and receiving the goods directly from 
them? 

4 Anſwer. No, Sir; but I underſtood that private merchants could not 
purchaſe them, even from the weavers.“ 

Queſtion by General Clavering. ” 

« Oueftion, At the time that the merchants found ſo much difficulty 
in procuring goods at Dacca, have you heard that the gentlemen or other 
dependants in Mr. Barwell's family were permitted to purchaſe them? 

&< Anſwer, I have heard that other gentlemen at Dacca, whoſe names [ 
can learn by referring to my letters, had tendered goods to my attorneys, 

but fo very dear, that they could not in juſtice to me buy them. Mr. Day 
tendered them goods through his agent. Ra 

« O9yeſtion. Have you heard that any of the gentlemen in Mr, Barwell's 
family ſent any goods from Dacca to Calcutta laſt year? 

& Anſwer. 1 have not heard any particular gentleman mentioned, ex- 
cept the honourable Mr. Frederick Stewart, who [I believe ſent ſome goods 
down to Mr. Gilberr. ER : | 

ce Queſtion. Have you heard to what amount? 

C Anſwer. I think 50,000 rupees. . 11 

Mr. Barwell corrects Mr. Ferguſon, he informs this Board it was nearly 

a lack. 1 7 

Mr. Ferguſon is now acquainted that the Board have no further queſtions 

to put to him, and he in conſequence retires,” 5 e 


Pal. reste 197 Fort William Committee of Proceedings, 12th May, 1775. 
AT A COMMIT T E E, 
PRE SE N T, 
Lieutenant General Join CLAvERING, 


The Honourable GEORGE Monson, 
Pritie Francis, Eſq. 


The gentlemen who compoſe the committee, being very deſirous that the 
Board ſhould have come to ſome reſolution upon the petition of Coja 
Kaworke, before the departure of the preſent ſhip, and having repeatedly de- 

fired to be favoured with the opinion of the Governor General and Mr. 
Barwell, on that part of the Court of Directors inſtructions, and that clauſe 
in the late act of parliament which were quoted in their report, and having 
for theſe purpoſes earneſtly deſired the attendance of the governor and 
Mr. Barwell, at the Revenue Board this evening, but without effect, they 
now think they ſhould no longer delay acquitting themſelves of their par- 

_ ticular 


ta! 


ticular duty to the Company, by laying before the Board their ſentiments 
on the tranſactions ſet forth by Coja Kaworke, which they have taken ſo 
much pains to inveſtigate. ; 

Reſolved. 1. That Mr. Barwell could not directly, or indiretly, rent 
a Salt Farm from this government, or appropriate any part of the profits 
of ſuch Farm, without a breach of the Company's poſitive orders on this 
ſubject. | 1 
. That Mr. Barwell himſelf underſtood the Company's orders in this 
ſenſe, by his not permitting his name to appear in any leaſe or contract with 
this government for the Farms in queſtion, and by the ſubſtitution of the 
names of other perſons, as the real farmers, who in fact had no other ſhare 
in the profits, nor any intereſt whatſoever in the farms, nor concern in the 
management, Wm Rn . . 
3. That Mr. Barwell has not produced any leaſes or grants whatſoever 
from government, in ſupport of his claim to the Salt Farms of Selimabad 
and Duckenſavagepore. „ 5 

4. That Mr. Barwell has appropriated to his own uſe, conſiderable ſums 
ariſing from the Salt Farms abovementioned, to the prejudice of the Com- 
pany. _ „ . 
; 5. That Mr. Barwell's being engaged, intermeddling, or being any way 
concerned, directly or indirectly, in the inland trade in Salt, from the firſt 
of Auguſt 1774, is againſt law, N 
6. That Mr. Barwell's declaration, That if the preſent chief of Dacca 
e does not engage in this emolument, he thinks himſelf better entitled to it, 
& than any Armenian or Bengallee, who would otherwiſe benefit in his 
% room,” implies a determination in him not to relinquiſh the above emo- 
lument, if Mr. Rous declines accepting it. 2 

7. That the preceding declaration is againſt law. 
8. That Coja Kaworke and Michael are the only perſons who appear to 
have had in fact the original management of the farms in queſtion, or 
upon whom the Company could have had a claim, ſuppoſing the quantity 
of Salt contracted for, had not been delivered; and that theſe perſons in 
February 1774, were diſpoſſeſſed of the Farms, and afterwards reſtored to 
them by the ſole authority of the Chief, without any order of the Council 
of Dacca. 5 3 | 

9. That the ſums received by Mr. Barwell on account of the Farms, 
whether voluntarily paid, or violently extorted from Coja Kaworke and 
Michael, do not invalidate their rights to the Farms. 

10. That Coja Kaworke and Michael ſhould be put into poſſeſſion of the 
two Farms for the remainder of the term of the original leaſe, on condition 
of their making good to the Company all balances, which may be now 
due on account of their engagement, as ſecurities for the nominal farmers ; 
and of their delivering to the Company the additional quantity of ten thou- 
ſand maunds of Salt annually, which had been colluſively reſerved for the 


uſe of the Chief of Dacca. 
** Agreed, 


Vol. 191 to 194. | 
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Aoreed, That the following letter be read from Mr. Nicholas Grueber to 
the Provincial Counc.] at CT: dated 29th April 1775. 


To Charles William Boughton Hoi, Eſq, Chief, &c. Provincia Council of 
Revenue at Dacca. | 


&& Gentlemen, 
« I have received your letters of the 17th and 20th inſtant, with their 
ſeveral incloſures. 
In anſwer to Coja Kaworke's declaration, that 20 rupees per 100 
maunds was deducted from his advances in the firſt year of his ſalt contract, 
amounting to 12, co rupees, which, he fays, he was told was given to 
deiray the charges of the Committee who made the ſalt contracts on the 
part of the Cpmpany in my name as Chief, when at Dacca ; the one for 
Duccan Savagepore was in the name of Radachurn Dey, on the part of 
Coja Kaworke, for 50,000 maunds, at 80 rupees per 100 maunds ; and, 
agreeable to the terms of his contract, he was to have an advance of 25 
rupees per 100 maunds for any quantity of ſurplus ſalt he delivered; and 
in conſequence of his private engagements with the Committee, in my 
name, to deliver 60,000 maunds, at 60 rupees per 100 maunds, I paid him 
the full amount of 30, ooo maunds. at 60 rupees per 100 maunds; and for 
the remaining 10, Coo maunds (which completed the 60,000 maunds) I 
paid him 85 rupees per 100 maunds; and the difference of the ſum re- 
ceived by Coja Kaworke is as follows, viz. | 


Difference of the price of his contract with the Company for 50,000 maunds, 


and his private agreement for the ſame quantity, Rupees 10,000 


Difference between the additional price the Company engaged to 


give for any ſurplus ſalt, and the price paid Coja Kaworke for the 
10,000 maunds, being 20 rupees per 100 maunds, 25,000 


Which ſum I paid the Committee, at their requeſt, before their departure 
from Dacca, and reimburſed myſelf out of the advances directed to be iſ- 
ſued for the proviſion of the ſalt. Furthermore, Coja Kaworke readily 
con ented to the deduction of 12,000 rupees being made out of his ad- 
van es, and during my Chiefship he never Expreſſed the lealt diſſatiſ- 
faction. 

In anſwer to Coja Kaworke's PE ROY reſpecting the 10,000 maunds 
of ſalt he affirms to have delivered me, I candidly acknowledge to have 
received that quantity, jointly with other gentle men of the Factory, in con- 
ſequence of his offer to provide the above quantity, at 60 rupees per 100 
maunds, the amount of which I paid him in two Kiſts; and the only be- 


nefit I reaped from this joint tranſaction was 3 anas 3 ples, being my pro- 


portion of 16. Excluſive of the above 10,000 maunds, he made me an 
oller of a further ſurplus, which I refuſed to accept. 


« Permit 
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« Permit me to obſerve, that before this branch of trade was taken by 
the Company, the Chief, &c. reaped a conſiderable profit from this ar- 
ticle, in proportion to their ſtations. I therefore thought ſome ſmall ad- 
vantage might be admitted, in compenſation of being deprived of this 
valuable branch of trade, as a perquiſite of my ſtation, though not avow- 
edly ; and in this light I viewed it. I preſume it could not be imagined I 
could ſupport my ſtation with the neceſſary dignity on my ſalary, much leſs 
enable me to lay up a ſufficiency to return to my native country after many 

years ſervice, ſuffering the numberleſs inconveniencies attending the ſeve- 
rity of this climate. I conſidered that 'emoluments were reaped in all 
offices, and this trifling one, as ſuch, annexed to mine. I therefore be- 

nefited thereby with leſs ſcruple, and admitted the Gentlemen of the Fac- 
tory to ſhare the concern with me. FFF 

« I flatter myſelf, after this fair repreſentation of matters of fact, I ſhall 
not be liable to reprehenſion, either from my ſuperiors in India, or my 
Honourable Maſters; for, no doubt, they are ſenſible the expences un- 
avoidably attending my ſtation were great, in compariſon to my ſalary. 

3 1 am, Gentlemen, „ 
Dacca, |... Your moſt obedient ſervant, 3 

April 29th, 1775. (Signed) NichoL As GRUB BMR.“ 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 19th May, 1775. 


General Clavering. © I call upon the Governor General to produce the 
conſultation wherein is Mr. Barwell's taking the farm from Coja Kaworke 
and Coja Michael, giving that farm to Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen Deb, and 
| afterwards reſtoring the ſame farm again to the two Armenians, the origi- 


nal farmers. As to the Governor General's ſuppoſing that I meant to 


provoke him *, I declare I did not do it. I wiſh I could convey the truth of 
my aſſertions to the Court of Directors in ſuch terms as the Governor Ge- 
neral could have no objection to, and I would do it.“ „„ 5 

Governor General. The General has called upon me to produce con- 
ſultations on a ſubje& with which I am utterly unacquainted, inſomuch 
that even the name of Coja Kaworke was totally unknown to me until it 
came before the Board, on the occaſion of the Habeas Corpus that was iſſued 
ſome months ago againſt him. If there was any conſultation which con- 
tains the matters aſſerted by the General, he will doubtleſs be enabled to 
furniſh the Board with the particulars of the ſuppreſſion, by the ſame means 
by which, he obtained the knowledge of the ſuppreſſion. If not, the Secre- 
tary will undoubtedly be able to furniſh the original, and ſome authentic 
information for the Board on the ſubject.” 5 


General Clavering. I beg it may be an order of the Board to the Se- 
cretary to furniſh thoſe two conſultations, of the diveſting Coja Kaworke 
of the farm of Duccan Savagepore, and giving that farm to the two perſons 


For the occaſion of this, vide p. 312. 


3 | | above 
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above mentioned; and likewiſe the conſultation wherein they were diveſted 
of the farm, and its being reſtored to Coja Kaworke and Michael. In 
ſhort, that the Secretary do furniſh the trace by which it may appear that 
thoſe tranſactions had the authority of Government. 

Ordered accordingly. 


Letter from Mr. Barwell io the Governor General, dated 1 9th 88 I 7750 


« Honourable 1 

« As I am too late for the public packet, I requeſt the favour of you to 
forward to the Honourable the Court of Directors the accompanying mi- 
nute. Under the regulations and reſtrictive orders of the Honourable Com- 
pany, I cannot, through any other channel than the public records of the 
Government or yourſelf, addreſs the Honourable Court of Directors. I 
flatter myſelf, therefore, you will excuſe this trouble; and if the ſubject of 
my minute is of that importance as, in your opinion, to claim the imme- 
diate attention of the Honoutable the Court of Directors, you will be 
pleaſed to lay it before them. 


Calcutta, = Iam, Se. | 
19th May, 1775» . Cerec Richaxp BARWELL,” ; 


74-600 e | Fort William, I oh May, 1775.7 


Re venue Con- 


— zh Mr. BarwelP's Minute, in reply to the Proceedings and Reſolutions of the Com- 
2 177% mittee appointed for inveſtigating the Complaints of Coja Kaworke Simon, ro- 
lative to the Salt Farms of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad. 


« A very tedious and voluminous examination has taken PRE with re- 
ſpect to a fact plain in itſelf, and, if cleared from that cloud of obſcurity 
with which it has been purpoſely involved, ſimple and unintricate. Ka- 
worke and Michael are truſtees or ſecurities for the juſt performance of a 
certain contract with the Company. They are not the contractors; they 
never could conceive themfelves as ſuch ; nor have they any proofs to pro- 
duce of it, The very Potta given to Kaworke by Mr. Grueber, which 
he produces as a title deed to the original contract, expreſsly ruins his 
claim, points out Radachurn Dey in the ſtrongeſt terms as the Sudder +, 
and makes over to him all right, power, and privilege as ſuch. The Ar- 
menian then tiles Radachurn his Gomaſtah, and preſently after affirms 
that there is no ſuch perſon as Radachurn, and that it is a fictitious name; 


® This letter is not entered on Revenue Confultations till oh zoth Oober, 1775. 
+ The ſuperior, | 


and 


6 


and that he told a perſon whom he had never before ſeen, to call himſelf 
Radachurn, and to take the contract upon his account. Yet the firſt ſheet 
of the Dacca Conſultations preſents us with the examination of this Rada- 
churn, and with his own acknowledgment that he contracted for the ſalt; 
that he⸗was ordered by Tillook Baboo to preſent the propoſals, and not by 
Kaworke, The Armenian's account is therefore very little to be credited, 
and, as I have obſerved in my letter, was merely intended to ſcreen him- 
ſelf from the proſecution I have commenced againſt him in the Supreme 
Court of Judicatute, which was the only place where this affair was properly 

cognizable. Nevertheleſs, all this prevarication tends to prove, that Ka- 
worke was not the principal in the farm, but always ated under ſome au- 
thority or other, which indeed he well knew to be the Chief of the Factory. 
The ſtate of the original contract is ſtrictly this: The Gentlemen of the 
Committee of Circuit were ordered univerſally to appropriate the ſalt 
branch to the benefit of the Company, which had till then produced no 
profit or advantage whatever to government, but was altogether a ſource 
of private emolument to individuals. The Chief and other Gentlemen at 
Dacca had always enjoyed a part of this trade, together with any mer- 
chants, natives or others, who choſe to engage in it. It was impoſſible, 


from the nature of the buſineſs, and from the multitude of tranſaftions 


which the Committee of Circuit were obliged to attend to, that they ſhould 
make a minute inveſtigation into the abſolute and entire profits that might 
be made to accrue from this ſource, eſpecially as it had never belonged to 
the public, and conſequently there did not exiſt one public paper or ac- 
count to guide this ſearch ; and as it was an entirely new acquiſition to the 
Company, they probably were eager to ſecure any certain advantages with- 
out riſk, rather than, by raiſing the terms too high, to run the chance of a 
ſevere loſs; and thought that, after a trial of the firſt five years, ſo com- 

lete an inſight would be gained of the buſineſs, that the next leaſe might 
be proportioned more nicely to the real ſtate of the profits forthcoming. It 
mult have been with theſe views that they advertiſed for propoſals, The 
Chief at Dacca was no doubt vexed to loſe, at one blow, ſo conſiderable a 
part of his ſubſiſtence, which indeed plainly appears from Mr. Grueber's 
acknowledgment, and tried every method ſtill to ſecure to himſelf a chance 
of future benefit. Therefore, when the propoſals were to be given in to the 
Committee ſealed, he offered to take the farm at the ſame terms with the 
loweſt contractor, under the name of a native. I am aware of the objec- 
tion that has been made to the Engliſh taking farms under names of na- 
tives, " prohibited by the Company's orders; and 1 muſt deviate a little 
upon this. 1 
Fu It has been generally underſtood, that the ſcope and tendency of the 
Honourable Company's prohibition of farms to Europeans, was meant only 
to exclude ſuch as could not poſſibly in their own perſons come under the 
juriſdiction of the Dewanny Courts of Adawlut; becauſe, upon any failure 
of engagements, upon any complaint of unjuſt oppreſſion, or other cauſe of 
4E 2 diſcontent 
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diſcontent whatever, it was ſuppoſed an European might ſcreen himſelf 
from the proceſs of the country judicature. But it never was ſuppoſed, 
that an European of credit and reſponſibility was abſolutely incapable from. 
holding certain tenures, under the ſanction and authority of the country 
laws, or from becoming ſecurity for ſuch native farmers, contractors, &c. 
as he might protect and employ. Thus when any farm was to be leaſed, 
or any contract to be let, upon propoſals delivered in ſealed to the ſupreme 
officers of revenue, &c. it was never doubted, that any Engliſhman might 
ſubſtitute a native Indian to give in propoſals with the other bidders, upon 
the ſame chance with them all, and with the ſame advantages to Govern- 
ment, By the ſubſtitution of an Indian name, the obedience to all orders, 
laws, cuſtoms, and duties, of the country Courts and offices, was enſured, 
and no poſſible injury could ariſe to the Government, which was always 
held to accept of the moſt advantageous offers from whatever quarter they 
might proceed, I have never heard the doubt ſtarted, Whether an Euro- 
pean might become ſecurity for any native Indian whatever, for the per- 
formance of any engagement, either public or private; or, whether he 
might make a ſecondary purchaſe of and for any office or grant held under 
Government by ſuch native, and immediately veſted in himſelf. It has 
always been ſuppoſed in the affirmative, and reaſon and juſtice fully warrant 
the opinion. Neither do I believe it can be proved, that any loſs whatever, 
has at any time been ſuſtained on the part of Government, by ſuch inter- 
poſition of Europeans, as collateral ſecurities for voluntary propoſals and 
contracts, executed between native Indians and the Compa x. 
It is in this light that I have always viewed the contract for the Dacca 
Salt. Propoſals were delivered in by various perſons, at rates unknown to 
each other, and proportioned to their reſpective ideas of the produce that 
might poſſibly be realized. If the gentlemen of the Committee of 
Circuit gave the contract to ſuch perſons as had tendered the moſt advan- 
tageous terms for the Company, they had not only a right, but an abſolute 
injunction for ſo doing; and though the contract was made in the name of 
Radachurn Dey, for the reaſons J have above ſtated, yet they well knew, 
that the Chief of Dacca was the perſon immediately reſponſible. And 
certainly, the tranſaction, when held in this view, was neither improper in 
the gentlemen of the Circuit, fraudulent on the part of the Chief, nor in 
any manner whatſoever diſadvantageous to the Company. It was not, ir 
could not be then aſcertained, what profit might accrue to the contractors; 
there was a poſſibility of a loſs, and if any gain could ariſe upon it, every 
ſtep that human prudence could dictate, was taken to ſecure it to the Com- 
pany by a poſitive injunction, that all the Salt at any time to be made, 
ſhould be brovght into the Company's Golahs, and for the Company's ſole 
ule, and with a ſevere penalty annexed to all contraband dealings. 
ef the Committee of Circuit did not accept of the moſt profitable 
oflers; if the then Chief by any colluſion whatever, procured terms too 
fayourable to himſelf, he and they muſt anſwer for it.—!I utterly diſclaim 
| all 
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all knowledge of it,—I did indeed hear and conceive, that Mr. Grueber 
had, by an after agreement upon the acceptance of his propoſals, ſtipulated 
to give ſome ſhare of the contract to the Committee, but never, till his own 
confeſſion, had I conceived the ſmalleſt idea, that he had bargained with 
them in the manner he aſſerts; and even now I am unwilling to give it 
belief. But I again repeat, that with this part of the tranſaction I have not 
the ſmalleſt concern. Upon my aſſuming the Chietſhip, I took the con- 
tract bona fide, as a fair, warrantable, and juſt agreement between the Com- 
pany and the Chief, deſcended to me; in which great part of the profit 
was ſure to centre with the firſt, and all the riſk and every contingency fell 
upon the latter, I therefore ſet about ſeriouſly to conſider, by what means 
J might carry to its fartheſt poſſible extent, the profit upon this engagement 
both to my employers and myſelf. I obſerved, that my predeceſſor had not 
ſo ſcrupulouſly attended to the public advantage as his ſtation required, and 
I was very ſorry, that his ſanction had warranted the contraband ſale of the 
commodity which was expreſsly reſerved for the Company.—I was not 
however ſo eager for a retroſpection, which is always invidious and very 
ſeldom profitable, as to ſecure the public good and my own character in the 
future. I therefore utterly refuſed every tender made to me by the 
Armenians, who then were the ſub-agents for the Salt proviſion, and em- 
ployed myſelf from September 1773 to February 1774, in making the 
neceſſary inveſtigations into the nature of the contract, the mode of its 
operations, and the reſult of its advantages. And after the minuteſt in- 
quiries, when I had aſcertained the proportion of the profit juſtly due to 
me upon the engagements, and the neceſſary ſhare of advantage that ought 
to be allowed to the immediate Agents in the work, I ſettled my own de- 
mands, as the Armenians themſelves confeſs, at 10,000 rupees leſs than were 
offered me by other merchants on the ſpot. Were there no other proofs of 
my immediate title to the contract, theſe voluntary offers from indifferent 
perſons plainly point out the ſenſe of the whole province concerning my real 
property therein. 

« The ſeveral modes in which the Armenians paid the money ſtipulated 
between us, though wonderfully enlarged and commented upon in the 
courſe of the proceedings in Calcutta, have not the ſmalleſt concern with 
the real object of diſpute before us. Payment of money muſt be made according 
to the abilities of the debtor, according to the cuſtoms of the country, and 
to the ſeveral collateral connexions of both parties. Therefore the long 
examination of the people through whoſe hands the money paſſed, the va- 
rious articles of account voluminouſly ſpread out, and the inſidious method 
of ſtating the ſeveral proceedings on either ſide, reſpecting the receipt and 

ayment of the debt, are totally foreign to the purpoſe, and after my ac- 
Ease men to have received as much as they can pretend to charge me 
with immediately upon that account, altogether ſuperfluous. 

e avow that the only offence againſt my employers, which I could have 
committed upon this contract, would have been to have connived at a con- 
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traband produce and ſale of ſalt; a meaſure which, upon the face of all 
my proceedings I appear moſt rigidly to have avoided, and upon the ver 
firſt notice, or ſuſpicion of ſuch contraband trade, I inſtantly diſpatched an 
Aumeen effectually to put a ſtop to it. He has been cloſely examined at 
Dacca, and I think no teſtimony could poſſibly have ſpoken plainer in my 
behalf, or more clearly have ſhewn the uprightneſs of my intentions. Bul- 
ſunt Roy's examination, though he was the only perſon I examined before 
the committee excepting the immediate complainant, allo fully acquits me 
of every ſiniſter view, proves that the Company's intereſt was my ultimate 
ſcope of action, and that I always made my own advantage ſubſervient and 
ſecondary to that of the public. 33 
« Having now clearly explained my own original ſentiments upon the na- 
ture of this contract, I muſt proceed in courſe to animadvert upon part of 
the order of the Court of Directors, and that clauſe in the late act of parlia- 
ment, which are quoted in the Reports of the Committee, before I ſpeak 
of the very extraordinary reſolutions which have been taken in conſequence 
of theſe proceedings. 3 1 3 
This order is expreſsly founded on the abuſes ſaid to have been commit- 
ted by Europeans on farming lands by the Company. Theſe lands being im- 
mediately cognizable by the country courts, which had not effectual power 
over ſuch Engliſh as would avow their connection with the Company, and 
claim its protection, were frequently without remedy; conſequently the 
beſt method to ſerve the Company, according to the ſpirit of their order, 
was to procure a thorough check and reform for all thoſe abuſes. I have 
already ſhewn, that this was effectually done by the ſubſtitution of a native 
Indian, who could and muſt at all times be amenable to the native courts of 
Adawlet. But if the order be conſtrued ſtill more rigidly, it cannot extend 
to the prohibition of an European becoming ſecurity to the government for 
the performance of the terms of any leaſe on the part of a native leſſee. Such 
a prohibition, ſo wide in extent, if minutely put in execution, would fully 
eradicate all connection and confidence between man and man, and leave an 
European ſcarce a ſingle poſſibility of connecting himſelf with the people 
among whom he is obliged to reſide : but it cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
ſuch a meaning; the words do not expreſs it, and the contract does not au- 
thorize ſuch a concluſion. It is not pretended that an European has ever 
done more ſince that order, than offer himſelf as ſecurity for a native; and in 
a place like Bengal, where property was ſubject to perpetual fluctuations, no 
man would become ſecurity for another without ſome conſideration, that 
might be ſuppoſed equivalent to his riſk. But if this order is applied to the 
caſe immediately in agitation, I utterly deny that I am in any way obnoxi- 
ous to it. The queſtion is concerning a contract for the manufactory of a 
particular commodity, not the farming of a quantity of land, and is no 
more coercive on me for the produce of ſalt, than on any man who ſhall 
have made a contract for cloths fabricated at the Aurungs, on account of 
6 the 
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the land wherein the cotton was raiſed from whence the cloths were 
made. [ATE wes | 
« With regard to the clauſe in the act, I profeſs the, moſt explicit obe- 
dience; I take it in the literal ſenſe, whereby I am forbidden to engage, inter- 
meddle, or be any way concerned directly or indirectly in the inland trade 
in falt, except on the account of the ſaid United Company. Can any thing be 
clearer ? I was engaged in the ſalt buſineſs for the abſolute account and be- 
nefit of the Company. I ſecured to them every advantage my ſuperiors 
pretended to reap, or to have a right to reap, or that could be reaped for the 
part of the Company, and I ſtood between them and every loſs they could 
ſuſtain. The Company diſclaimed the riſk, and the ſurplus profit was the 
equivalent to it. If by my care, or my management, their advantages could 
be increaſed, ſurely I had a right to the natural compenſation for the 
trouble, which on my part was voluntary, The moſt that was ever deſired 
or inſiſted on the part of government, was to receive all the ſalt that was, or 
could be made, at certain rates; the ſtipulated quantity was all of which they 
could enforce the manufactory; the ſurplus was to be made, or not to be 
made, at the choice, ability, or induſtry of the contractor; and the only 
condition was, that he ſhould deliver it to the Company. If 1 exerted all 
my endeavours to increaſe the ſalt manufactory, and to bring it all to the 
Company's account, I acted as their ſervant in the ſtrifteſt ſenſe, and pro- 
moted their intereſts to the fartheſt poſſibility, If the Company received 
the ſalt at the cheapeſt rate, and fold it at the moſt profitable; if all that 
was, or could be manufactured, was thus effectually brought to their ac- 
count, can it be other than indifferent to them who ſhould receive the occa- 
fional and ſub- profits upon their own fixed price? and would they not na- 
turally wifh, that he who could make the engagement turn our moſt to 
their emolument, ſhould have the preference? I ſay therefore, that in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe, and under the very words of the act of parliament, I engaged 
in ſalt on the account of the Company. | 
„But I was willing to carry my obedience ſtil] farther, and to avoid a poſ- 
ſibility of cenſure from the moſt cavilling diſpoſition ; I therefore, accord- 
ing to the orders of the ſaid act, which allows to every perſon nine months. 
from the firſt of Auguſt 1774, for the diſpoſal of all concerns that may in 
any manner be deemed repugnant to the true intent and meaning of the 
ſaid act, have within that limited time diſpoſed of all my right and title to 
the ſaid contract of ſalt far a certain conſideration, and for the uſe and be- 
refit of the immediate Chief of Dacca, if he chuſes to accept ir, who 1 look 
upon as my legal ſucceſſor in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid contract, and as he 
has not choſen it, I look upon myſelf as having a better title to it than 
any Armenian or Bengallee who might happen to be my Sub-agent. 
„] am ſorry to obſerve it advanced in the preamble to the reſolution of 
April, that the Gentlemen ſhould have earneſtly entreated my attend- 
ance at the Revenue Board on that day without effect; becauſe I was at that 


time 
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time but juſt recovered from a fever, and the Council had ſet that day till 
ſix o'clock in the evening: If, therefore, my attendance upon this buſineſs 
was of ſuch material importance, it would have made but little difference to 
have deferred it till the next day, rather than to inſiſt upon completing it 


that very evening, when they were well perſuaded that my indiſpoſition ab- 
ſolutely made it impoſſible for me to attend. 


4 come now to the Reſolutions themſelves, the end of all the arguments 


which I have already ſet forth, 


Reſolved, 1ſt, That Mr. Barwell 


could not directly or indirectly rent 


fits of ſuch farms, without a breach 
of the Company's poſitive orders on 
this ſubject. N 


upon this article in another place, 
a ſalt farm from this Government, 
or appropriate any part of the pro- 

ed upon to anſwer for the tranſac- 
tion, even ſuppoſing it contrary to 


ſtroke at the immediate ſettlers of 
buſineſs; for myſelf it is ſufficient 
to ſay, that in the names of black 
people I found the ſalt contracts of 


and had been a ſource of advantage 


my guard, and have inveſtigated 
more minutely, at the time, the real 


ed, that after the reſolution which 


who firſt executed the Pottah, and to 
whom it was fully conveyed under 


„ have already ſhewn my ſenſe 


and need only here expreſs my ſur- 
priſe that I ſhould be the perſon call- 


the Company's orders. Impartiality 
ſhould have led them to level the 


Dacca had been taken by the Chief, 


to his ſtation, antecedent to the time 
I was advanced to it. Had it ever 
been objected to my predeceſſor, that 
he tranſgreſſed his orders, or that his 
title to the contracts were null and 
void, I ſhould then have been upon 


grounds upon which I held the ſalt 

roviſion; but not even the ſuſpicion 
of ſuch objection had taken place. 
The contract deſcended to me peace- 
ably and in full poſſeſſion ; as ſuch I 
enjoyed it, and have aſſerted my 
right to it in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature.— l am ſtill more ſurpriſ- 


declares my incapacity to hold the 


contract, as derived from the origi- 
nal Pottah, even the rights of thoſe 
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the name of Radachurn, by the firſt 
Perwannah or Duſtuck, which “ di- 
rects the Baparries, Pycars, Molun- 
gees and officers of the Government, 


to conſider Radachurn to be the 


farmer, to receive his advances, and 


to deliver the ſalt to him,” ſhould 
not once be called in queſtion.— 


Why ſhould I bear the whole force 
of the ſtorm ? who ſhould evidently 
be ſheltered by my predeceſſor, in 
whom alone, if in any perſon, the 
tranſaction could be culpable; in 


; me, the ſecondary ſucceſſion render- 
ed it innocent. 


| Reſolved, 2d, That Mr. Bar well 


himſelf underſtood the Company's 
orders in this ſenſe, by his not per- 
mitting his name to appear in any 


leaſe or contract with this Govern- 
ment for the farms in queſtion; and 
by the ſubſtitution of the names of 
other perſons as the real farmers, 


who in fact had no ſhare in the pro- 


fits nor any intereſt whatever in the 
farmer's concern in the: manage- 


ment. 


has not produced any leaſes or grants 
whatever from Government, in ſup- 
port of his claim to the ſalt farms of 

Selimabad and Duccan Savagepore. 


Keſolved ach, That Mr. Barwell 


has appropriated to his own uſe, 


conſiderable ſums ariſing from the 


ſalt farms above mentioned, to the 


ken of the Company. 


Reſolved, 3d, That Mr. Barwell. 


4 have already alviajed this aſ- 
ſertion in my former ſtatement of the 


caſe, 


The whole proceſs of the tranſac- 
tions ſhew, that the Armenians ated 
under ſome authority or other ; that 
they were accountable to that autho- 
rity; and that the contractor upon 


the public account was a nominal 
one; that all the Sub- agents in the 
buſineſs, were under the authority 


of the Chief; and conſequently, that 
the right was never doubted to cen- 


| tre in him. 


I deny it utterly. — The Com- 
pany only claimed and were only to 
receive all the ſalt that was or could 
be made at certain prices, ſettled by 
public authority, long before my 
arrival at Dacca. They did receive 
all ſuch ſalt, or at leaſt all my en- 
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deavours were exerted to procure it 
for them; and as ſoon as I had the 
firſt account of malverſations, I uſed 
all my influence and authority to ſup- 
preſs the contraband trade, and to 
recover the Company's dues. If I 
had been remiſs in the affair, let me 
aſk, Who could have done the Com- 
pany any ſervice? That I have ap- 
propriated to my own uſe conſidera- 
ble ſums of money, I have no oc- 
caſion to conceal ; but not one far- 
thing to the prejudice of the Com- 
| pany; and it is altogether abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, that if I had totally waved 
my claim to all the money I have 
received, one ſhilling would or could 
poſſibly have come into the public 
treaſury. The Company could bur 
have received all the ſalt manufactur- 
ed, and have paid for it at the rate 
of their own contract. Can any 
thing be more contradictory to com- 
mon fenſe and reaſon, than to aſſert 
in one place, that the Company is 
intitled to certain conditions on a 
certain public leaſe; and again, that 
excluſive of thoſe conditions, the 
Company is intitled to the profits 
made by the leſſee ?-Admitting the 
leaſe, which is not attempted to be 
queſtioned, it is evident the only 
right the Company have, is in the 
conditions under which it 1s granted; 
and thoſe conditions being once per- 
formed, any benefit beyond them 
can only centre with the contractors 
or farmers; the competition there- 
fore I juſtly obſerve, is between the 
Armenians and me, in which the 
public have no intereſt; and that 
they mult either account to me, or I 
to them, as ſhall be adjudged by the 
Supreme Court of Juſtice, upon the 
Plroſecution 
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proſecution I have commenced a- 


Reſolved, 5th, That Mr. Barwell's 
being engaged, intermeddling, or 
being any way concerned directly or 
indirectly in the inland trade in falt, 
from the iſt of Avguſt 1774, is 


gainſt them. V 
I am not obnexious to this ob- 


ſervatian, as I have before proved. 
All other arguments and conſidera- 


tions of my right. and title to the 
contract being waved 1n- this cafe, I 
had ful} power, licence and privi- 
lege by the very act, to aſſume the 


further period of 9 months from the 


it of Auguſt 1774, to diſpoſe of all 
my concern and property whatſoever, 
in ſuch articles as are forbidden 


by the ſaid act; within which period, 
as I have already obſerved, I diſ- 
poſed of all my intereſt in the ſalt 


contracts for a certain ſpeeifled' con- 
ſideration. Bot though the execu- 


tive power of Government in this 
country, is lodged in the hands of 
the Governor General and the Su- 


preme Council, I never before heard 
or ſuſpected, that any legiſlative 


authority, or power of actual deci- 
ſion upon points of law, reſted with 


General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, 
and Mr. Francis. I was therefore 


much aſtoniſhed when I found it 


had been ſolemnly pronounced, that 
my actions were againſt law! The 
uſual mode in queſtions of law, is to 
demand the opinions of the Bench 


of Judges, or of the Chancellor, 


Has this been done? if it has, it 


ſhould have been declared; and 
counſel ſhould have been granted, to 


ſhew cauſe why they were not againſt 
law. Had theſe forms been obſerv- 


ed, a decree afterwards pronounced 


againſt me would have been deci- 
five ; but then the preſent reſolutions 


could not have been ſecretly ſent 


abroad, without a knowledge given 
me of my accuſation, and a reaſon- 
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Reſolved, 6th, That Mr. Barwell's 
declaration, That if the preſent 
Chief of Dacca does not engage in 
this emolument, he thinks himſelf 
better intitled to it, than any Arme- 
nian or Bengallee, who would other- 
wiſe benefit in his room,” implies a 
determination in him, not to relin- 
quiſh the above emolument, if Mr, 
Rous declines accepting it. 


- Reſolved, 5th, That the preceding 
declaration is againſt law. 


Reſolved, 8th, That Coja Kaworke 
and Michael, are the only perſons 
who appear to have had the original 


management of the farms in queſtion, 


or upon whom' the Company could 


have had claim, ſuppoſing the quan- 


tity of ſalt contracted for had not 


able time allowed me for my de- 
fence. | 


« If this reſolution regards the 


time already elapſed, I do avow the 


determination therein ſuppoſed to 
be implied, and will maintain it, 


until ſome Armenian or Bengallee 


ſhall prove himſelf better intitled to 
it than myſelf; which proof I do 
not expect or mean to acquieſce in, 
from any deciſion of this Board, 


but from the final ſentence of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, where 
TI have commenced a ſuit; and where, 
and where only, I aſſert, that it can 
legally and properly be heard. 


* This reſolution, upon a point of 


law, is ſtill more extraordinary than 


the former. Waving the right I 


have to be heard by counſel, I would 


alk wherein my declaration is a- 
gainſt law? If with regard to the 


time paſt, I have moſt demonſtrably 


proved, that the ſame law has ex- 
preſsly provided me a plea, by the 
grant of 9 months allowance. If 
with reſpect to the remainder of the 


term under which the contracts 


there alluded to is held, I anſwer, 
That I have already availed myſelf of 
the remedy preſcribed by law in my 
caſe, by diſpoſing of my intereſt in 
the contract within the limited term. 
This reſolution however, as well as 
the 5th, are totally void for want of 
right in the Board to reſolve in the 


ſmalleſt degree, what is or what is 


not law. 

This reſolution is, in a great 
meaſure, refuted or explained in my 
former narrative; but for a more 
complete refutation of it, I refer to 
my anſwer to the 1oth reſolution, 
which in fact is a member of this; 
and therefore all I can ſay upon the 
one, 
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been delivered; and that theſe per- 
ſons, in February 1774, were diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of the farms, and afterwards 
reſtored to them by the ſole authority 
of the Chief, without any order of 
the Council at Dacca, 

Reſolved, gth, That the ſums re— 
ceived by Mr. Barwell on account 
of the farms, whether voluntarily 
paid or violently extorted from Coja 


Kaworke and Michael, do not inva- 


| lidate their right to the farms. 


Reſolved, 10th, That Coja Ka- 
worke and Michael ſhould be put 
into poſſeſſion of the two farms for 


the remainder of the original leaſe, 
on condition of their making good 
to the Company, all balances which 
may be now due on account of their 
engagements, as ſecurities for the 
nominal farmers; and of their deli- 


vering to the Company the addi- 


tional quantity of 10, ooo maunds 
of ſalt annually, which had been 
colluſively reſerved for the uſe of the 
Chief at Dacca. e 


one, will have equal connection with 
the other. 


, 


No; becauſe I have proved 
they never had a right to the farms, 
and their own papers have confirmed 
my aſſertions, | 


Though by the 8th reſolution 
of the majority it is remarked, that the 
management of the ſalt manufacture 
had been entruſted to the Armeni- 
ans, no notice is taken of the abuſe 
for which they were deprived of the 
management; the reaſon is plain, 
thoſe abuſes were of a public nature, 
diſtinct and entirely unconnected 
with their private agreements for 
certain profits to me; and of courſe, 
incapacitated them from being conti- 
nued in employ by the Company, 
even if they had been in the firſt 
inſtance farmers or contractors of 
Government. By their engagements 
under me as Chief of Dacca, they 
were to anſwer all the conditions of 
the public leaſe: one was to deliver 


all the ſalt they manufactured to the 


Company; but inſtead of this it is 
proved, they clandeſtinely conveyed 
away 12,000 mavnds of ſalt of the 


laſt year's produce, which had been 


lodged in the warehouſes; and 
in the year they were diſmiſſed, 
as much more as they could collu- 
fively make away with; by which 
abuſe of their truſt they fell ſhort 
of the quantity expreſsly engaged to 
be delivered to the Company 30,000 
maunds in their contract with me 
for Selimabad ſalt, and run off al 

the 
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the ſurplus made at Duccan Savage- 
pore, urging in excuſe, that it was 
to enable them to anſwer their pecu- 
niary engagements to me, forgetting 
in this abſurd aflertion, it was ob- 
viouſly my intereſt that they ſhould 
have delivered all the ſalt to the 
Company, as in that caſe I could 
have paid myſelf from the money 
they would have been intitled to 
from the Company, and have it ſet 
off in account with them ; whereas, 
by their ſecretly and clandeſtinely 
running the ſalt I was deprived of 
this ſecurity, and obliged, as the 
contractor with the public, to pay 
the penalty of about 15,000 rupees 
for the 30,000 maunds deficient in 
the Selimabad contract. It does not 
appear by any public paper, nor is 
it inſiſted upon by any perſon, but 
by the Armenians themſelves, that 
they are in the firſt inſtances the con- 
tractors; the public records de- 
clare otherwiſe, and the firſt Per- 
wannah or Duſtuck iſſued, di- 
rects the Baparies, Pycars, Molun- 
gees, officers of the government 
to conſider Radachurn to be the 
farmer to receive his advances, 
and deliver the Salc to him.” Had 
the Armenians been the farmers in 
the firſt inſtance, ſuch a Perwannah 
would never have been iſſued for 
eſtabliſhing their rights upon the 
grant of a farm to them from the 
Company. As to the charge of 
compulſive means, and to influence 
the Armenians to come into the 
terms they engaged in with me, I 
declare upon my honour, that all the 
. compullion conſiſted in my telling 
the Armenians I had ſuch propoſals 
made me by others, for managing 
the ſalt farms under me, but as they 
had 
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had the management hitherto, I 
would continue it to them, if they 


would account with me for 60,000 


rupees, in lieu of all profits to be 
derived from the Duccan Savagepore 
farm; which they accepted upon 
condition I would let them manage 
the farm of Selimabad, in lieu of 
the profits of which they would en- 
7085 to pay me 64,000 rupees more; 
for Selimabad was a farm formerly 
under the management of one Bul- 
ram, and on which the Armenians 
had lately entered by an under- con- 
tract with one Joynarrain, who had 
an under contract from Bulram, who 
in the firſt inſtance had contracted 
with my predeceſſor. Now as ſome- 
thing muſt be ſunk in all theſe con- 
tracts, and the prime right was in 
the Chief, the Armenians engage- 
ments to Joynarrain, were in conſe- 
quence converted into direct engage- 
ments to myſelf, who then held the 
Chiefthip of Dacca. This is the 
ſtate of the two contracts or farms; 
for the firſt, of Savagepore, the Ar- 
menians were originally ſecurities ; 
for the ſecond, of Selimabad, they 
neither had originally the manage- 
ment, nor were originally the ſecu- 
rities. One Ramhurry, a nominal 
leſſee, for the Dacca Chief, was far- 
mer, and Bulram ſecurity, and ori- 
ginally intruſted with the manage- 


ment, Yet in the 8th reſolution, 


« General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
fon, and Mr. Francis ſay, Coja Ka- 
worke and Michael are the only per- 
fons who appear to have had in fact 
the original management of the farms 


in queſtion, or upon whom the Com- 


pany could have claim, ſuppoling 
the quantity of ſalt contracted, had 
not been delivered, &c.“ and in the 

1 1 1 1 loth 
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1oth reſolution, That * Coja Ka- 
worke and Michael ſhould be put in 
| poſſeſſion of the two farms, for the 
remainder term of the original leaſe, 
on account of their engagements as 
ſecurities for .the nominal farmers, 
&c. Hence it is evident, the pre- 
text on which the three members ad- 
judge to Coja Kaworke and Michael, 
a right to the farm of Savagepore, 
viz. on their being originally in the 
management, and originally ſecurities 
for the farm, will not hold for giving 
any right to the farm of Selimabad, 
of which they neither had originally 
the management, nor were originally 
the ſecurities, but came at firſt into 
the management by a private ſub- 
contract, in the fourth degree from 
the original proprietor, the Chief, and 
in the third degree from the oſten- 
ſible ſecurity to the Company, Bul- 
ram. I confeſs I cannot ſee what 
particular merit has recommended 
the Armenians to the conſiderations 
of the majority. It cannot be for 
the faithful diſcharge of the truſt they 
held under the Chief of Dacca to the 
Company; in that they were notori- 
ouſly culpable, and ſtand detected, 
and expoſed by their own confeſſion, in 
a clandeſtine appropriation, to the de- 
triment of the Public Revenue; their 
affirming they were authoriſed in it 
by Mr. Grueber, and ſhared with 
him ſuch appropriations, is no ex- 
cuſe; it would indeed palliate their 
offence, did it not appear to me in 
the light of a fineſſe, to involve Mr. 
Grueber, and utterly to incapacitate 
him from checking all their future 
colluſive management of the ſalt; 
but what excuſe can they make in 
my time? I never warranted any clan- 
deſtine appropriation of the ſalt, all 
my 
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my advantages were to derive from a 

fair execution of the contract on their 

part, and my collateral ſecurity for 

their pecuniary engagements to me, 

was the Company's treaſury, on which, 

in the name of Radachurn Dey, I 

ſhould have had claim in proportion 

to the extraordinary quantities of 

ſalt delivered by the Armenians; it 

was therefore as obviouſly againſt 

my intereſts, as the intereſts of the 

public, that the Armenians ſhould 

ſecret the ſalt manufactured by them, 

as much as it might prove their in- 

tereſt to do it. Next, it cannot be 

for delivering the full quantity of 

ſalt, contracted for under me to the 

public, for in Selimabad they have 

fallen ſhort about 30,000 maunds; 

and at Duccan Savagepore they have 

made away with 12,000 maunds, 

after an account had been gained of 

it, after it had been lodged in the 

Golahs, (ſalt warehouſes) and after 

it had been fold by the Company. 

a 5 Next it cannot be, that becauſe for 
theſe public malverſations the Board 
of Dacca, at which Mr. Barwell 

was head, deprived them of all con- 
nection with the ſalt farms, that they 

are fitted better for the management 

of them, and more worthy of pub— 
lic truſt, If this cannot be, may I 

aſk, in what their merit to public 

favourconliſts? Other farmers would 

have been turned out fifty times for 

far leſs abuſes, and yet thoſe men 

who were under-contractors, de- 

tected of defrauding equally the 

public, and individuals, have confer— 

red on them the rights of their prin- 

cipal, who they have equally de- 

_ ceived and abuſed. If their merit 
is decided by this criterion, they are 

welcome to their reward; and I am 
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ſatisfied with the obloquy of having 
diſmiſſed them from my agency, and 
the oppreſſion of having uſurped the 
rights now decreed to them, 


RICHARD Barwer,” 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Couſultations, of the 
23d May, 1775. 


Reſolved, That the determination of the Board be taken on Tueſday next, 
on the petition of Coja Kaworke, and the Committee's report on that 


ſubject. 


Ordered, That Hurry Mullick do attend ha Board on Friday next. 
Ordered, That Bulram Barrajee do attend the Board next Friday, 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, _ May, 1775. 


Jo tbe Honourable Warren Haſtings, Ei; Governor General and Council of 


Revenue at Fort William. 


< Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
< We have now the honour to incloſe you our ſeparate proceedings from 


the 12th to the 20th incluſive, held upon the bulineſs of the ſalt Mhals of 


Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad, purſuant to your orders covered to us 


under date the 15th inſtant. 


e Our proceedings of the 13th, will ſhew the replies made by Joynar- 
rain Goſaul, and the manager of the ſalt Mhals of the Belluah, &c. di- 


ſtricts, to the queſtion ſtated in your letter of the Sth. 


« At the requeſt of Coja Michael, further examination of the accounts 


is poſtponed until Tueſday the 25th, when we ſhall again proceed on this 
Wan 


"6b We are, c.“ 


(Signed) W. Bovenron Rous. 
C. Puktiss. 
W. M. THACK¹ERAx. 


J. SHAKESPEARE, 
W. HoLLanv. 


Dacca, 
April 20, 1 7 7 Jo 


Wedneſday, 
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Launen, at a Provincial Council of Revenue, Dacca, one 12th, 1775. 
PRE S E N , 


Crnartes WILLIAM BouchTON Rovs, Eſq; Chief. 


CT CraRLiEs PURLING. 
WILLIAM THACKERAY... 
Meſſrs. 

Jonx SnAkESPEAR. 

| WILLIAM . 


Read the following letter from the honourable Governor General and 
Council of Revenue, "dated 5th April, and its incloſures. 


Agreed, The accounts incloſed be not now put on the records, but that 


they be entered ſingly as the Board go into the proof or inveſtigation of 
each. 

The Duan being called upon for the original papers relating to the ſult 
farms of Duccan Savagepore, taken from Radachurn Dey, produces No. I. 


a durkaſt or propoſal in the Bengal language ſigned by Radachurn Dey; 


No. II. a Sudder Pottah, or contract paper in the Bengal language, exe- 
cuted in the Armenian language, in theſe words, . Janubee Kawokiltee 
<« Sye,” as read by Coja Michael, who is called in for the purpoſe; alſo 


No. III. a Maulzamenee or ſecurity in the Bengal language, executed in 


Armenian by Coja Kaworke. 


Ordered, Atteſted copies be prepared to be ſent to the honourable Gover- 
nor General and Council, the tranſlation of which are as follows : 


To the Hino ole Engh/h Company, Oc. 


Durkaſts, or Propoſals, for the Farm of Duccan Savagepore Purganuab Sali 
Mpal, for the ſpace of frve Years, from 1179 to 1183 inclufroe. 7 


c 50,000 maunds of ſalt of 82 Sicca weight, at the rate of 80 rupecs per 


100 maunds, excluſive of duties. 

I will deliver yearly 50,000 maunds of ſalt to the Saheb's Gomaſtah; I 
will deliver the quantity agreeably to the Hukumnamah, receiving the ad- 
vances at the fixed times. I will manufacture the ſalt. I will receive 80 

Sicca rupees for every hundred maunds.“ 


1179, dated (Signed) Rapacuunn Dey. 
21 Cartick. 


3R 2 Tranſlate 
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Tranſlate of Contract entered into by Radachurn on the part of Coja. Kaworke, 
through Mr, Grueber, with the Company. 


I Radachurn, on the part of Coja Kaworke, take the farm of the ſalt 
Mhals of Duccan Savagepore Pergunnah for the term of five years, from 
1179 to 1183, and contract with you for 50,000 maunds of 82 Sicca weight 
of the ſalt of this Pergunnah, for which I am to receive at the rate of 80 
Arcot rupees per 100 maunds. I will receive the yearly advances, and will 
prepare the ſalt, and agreeably to a Kiſtbundy will account yearly to your 
Gomaſtah for the above-mentioned quantity. The expences attending mak- 
ing the ſalt, the Zemindary rents, Deloll, &c. belong to me, you are in 
no ways concerned with them. In caſe 1 retard the works, and ſhould prove 
unable to deliver the aforeſaid quantity, I will pay for all deficiencies a fine 
of 50 rupees per 100 maunds; but whatever encreaſe I ſhall make, I will de- 
liver to Government, and I am to receive 25 rupees per 100 additional price to 
the Company for the ſame. To this purport I have taken the farm of the 
ſalt Mhal for the ſpace of five Years, and will adhere to it agreeably to 
. 
Dated 21 Cartick. 


Kiſtbund) * I” Le quantity of 50,000 Maunds of Salt, of 82 Sicca weight, 

In the month of Byſak or April, a proportion af three anas +; ditto, 
Jeyt or May, ditto, five anas; ditto, Aſſar or June, ditto, five anas; ditto, 
Sawun or July, ditto, two anas; ditto, Bhadoon or Avguſt, ditto, one 
ana. 

* Agreeably to this Kiſtbundy I will deliver the ſalt yearly 1 ex- 


cuſe, and in caſe any balances remain at the expiration of the term of my 
contract, I will not demand them.“ 


To the Honourable Engliſh Company, Oc. 


„J Cuja Kaworke write this ſecurity paper, viz. Radoo Dey has taken 
the farm of Duccan Savagepore for five years, or from the year 1179 to the 
year 1183 in luſive, upon condition of delivering to the Government 
50,000 maunds of ſalt yearly ; for the performance of which I am his ſe- 
curity; if he cannot deliver the ſalt agreeably to his agreement, I will be an- 
ſwerable for it. For this agreement [ have wrote, and delivered this fecu- 
rity paper to the Government.” 


1179, 21 Cartick, 1 Signature. 


* Agreement for delivery by inſtalments, 
+ Three ſixtecnth parts of the whole. 


8 Radachurn 
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Radachurn Dey being called in and duly ſworn, is neee as 


follows, viz: 


« Queſtion 1, Is the Durkauſt 
now ſhewn to you written and ſigned 
by yourſelf ? 

«© Queſtion 2. Were you the real 
farmer of the Salt Mhal of Duccan 
Savagepore, given you in conle- 
quence of this Durkhauſt, or did 
you hold it on the account of any 
other perſon or perſons, and whom ? 


« Oveſliion 3. Who had the ma- 
nagement of this Mhal the firſt year 


it was held in your name, and on 
what condition? 


oy” Queſtion 4. Who had the ma- 
nagement of the following years, 
and on what condition ? 


+ Anfewer 1. I did not write the 
paper, but the ſignature in my name 
is written by myſelf. 


* Anſwer 2. I was not the real 


farmer; I did not know at the time 
of executing the paper for whoſe 


account the farm was taken, but I 


afterwards learnt it was on account of 


the Armenians, Coja Kaworke, and 


Coja Michael. 


Le Anſwer . 1 don't know the 
particulars, but T heard that Coja 
Michael and Coja Kaworke took the 


advances, and managed the farm. 
At Tilluk Baboo, Mr. Grueber's 
Banian-houſe, Coja Kaworke brought 
me a Farkutte, or general releaſe, 
declaring I had nothing to do with 
the farm, and I ſigned it before 


3 witneſſes at the ſaid Tilluk's houſe, 


and delivered it to Coja Kaworke; 


but I do not know on what condi- 
tion they held the farm. 


« Anſwer 4. 1 know nothing 
abour it, 


As explanatory of the witneſſes anſwers to the queries ſtated by the Go- 
vernor General and Council, the Board Judge it neceſſary to put the fol- 


lowing additional queſtions : 


Queſtion 5, Were you to reap 
any benefit from the farm held in 

your name? Have you reaped any 
benefit from it, or do you know who 
was to reap the advantage ? 

* Queſtion 6, At whoſe deſire 
did you permit your name to be made 
uſe of ? 

AQueſtion 7. Did the Armenians 
ever ſpeak to you upon the ſubject 
before you gave in your Durkault ? 

o Oveftion 8, Was you ever a 
ſervant of the 488 or em- 
ployed in their buſineſs? 


* Anſwer 5. 1 have never gained 


a grain of ſalt, or a rupee, by this 


farm, nor do I know who was to be 
benefited by it. 


« Auſwer 6. At the requeſt of 


Tilluk Baboo. 


c Anſwer 7. Never. 
« Anſwer 8. Never. 


(e ON; 
Queſtion 


( 494 ) 
« Anſwer 9. Tilluk Baboo. 


« Oveftion 9. Did any one di- 
rect you, or requeſt of you, to give 
the Farkutte to the Armenians ? 

% Oueſtion 10. 
that you had no connection with the 
Armenians upon the ſubject of the 
Duccan Savagepore farm before you 
delivered in the Durkauſt for it, 
and that you delivered it in at the 
requeſt of Tilluk Baboo; who, there- 


fore, did you underſtand, upon your 
delivering in ſuch Durkauſt, was to 


reap the advantages of the farm de 
Adjourned till to- morrow. 


You have ſaid 


% Anſwer 10. Tilluk Baboo gave 
me hopes, that if my Durkavſt was 
accepted by the committee, I ſhould 
be employed by him in the ſalt bu- 
ſineſs, but I did not know who was 
to get the profits of the farm.“ 


Ordered the Duan to collet 1 all the Perſian and Bengal papers re- 
lative to the Salt Mhals ſince the Committee $ ſettlement. 


Dacca, April 13, 1775. 


The Board being met agreeable to their reſolution of yeſterday. 

Read the following letter from the Honourable Governor-General and 

Coundil of Revenue, dated the 8th April. 

The Chief informs the Board, that upon receipt of the above letter, he 

ordered Joynarain and Keddeloll to attend, they being in waiting. ; 
Joynarain is called in, and the firſt paragraph of the above letter is ex- 


plained to him; to which he replies, he hopes the Honourable Board will 
excuſe his attendance at Calcutta, as his abſence from Dacca will be at- 
tended with the greateſt detriment to him, he having cauſes depending be- 
fore this Board, which, and the buſineſs of his and his uncle Gocul Gotaul's 
Zemindaries, abſolutely require his preſence at this place. 

On the above anſwer, the Board put the following queſtion as directed in 
the foregoing letter. By whoſe authority was Coja Kaworke put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Toffals “ of Selimabad ? 

Replies. I took the falt Mhal of Sclimabad from Bulram in Kutkenna +, 
and gave him two agreements, one for the Company's ſalt, and one for 

paying the profits that were to be accounted for by him ta the Dacca fac- 
tory. After J took the farm from him in Cutkenna, I then granted it in 
Cutkenna to Sonarain Paul, on the ſecurity of Coja Michael and Coja 
Kaworke ; and after a few days, do not recolle& how many, the Chief of 
Dacca took the Mhal from my hands, and gave 1t immediately either to 
Coja Kaworke, or Coja Michael, I do not know which; the Chief granted 
a Purwannah giving the poſſeſſion to them. 

Keddeloll, who has always been the oſtenſible manager of the ſalt farms 
at Luckypore, is called in and interrogated as follows : 
AQueſtion. Who is the farmer of the Belluah ſalt Mhal. 


* Salt-works, '4 As under-farmer. 


« Anſwer, 
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« guſtwer. Obeychurn and Ramchurn are the farmers; the former is 
my nephew, and, the latter is the ſon of Gocul Mukergie, who 1s joint fecu- 
rity for the Mhal with Duttaram Turrafdar. 

bs Qucſtion. Do Obeychurn and Ramchurn hold this Mhal upon their 
own account, or on account of any Engliſh gentleman. 

« Anſwer. The farm was taken in theſe perſons names, but the farm 
in fact belonged to Mr. Barton and Mr. Sheels, For the firſt year it remain- 
ed in this ſtate ; in the ſecond year, or in the month of July laſt, theſe 

ntlemen transferred the Mhals to the perſons in whoſe names it was taken, 
and the Mhals now belong to them.“ 

The Board deeming the above anſwer ſufficient to aſcertain in whom we 
property of the farm reſts, and to convey the information required by the 
Governor General and Council, judge an examination of the Zemindars, or 

any other perſons, unneceſſary. 

The Board recurring to the original ſettlement of the ſalt Mhal of Duccan 
Savagepore and Selimabad, obſerve them to ſtand thus in the Committee's 
proceedings. 

Duccan Savagepore, Radachurn Dey the farmer, and Coja Kaworke 
the ſecurity, quantity 50,000 maunds. 

Selimabad, Ramhurry Doſs, farmer, Bulram Sirmah, ſecurity, quantity 
170,001 maunds. _ 

The Board examining the Perſian records find, 


No. IV. 
The Chief's Purwannah, dated Aughun che 6th, 1179, placing the 
Savagepore farmer in poſſeſſion. 
No. V. 


: Parent dated Phaugun the 15th, 1180, or February 24th, 1774, 
informing Radachurn, the farmer of the Mhal, that Ramkiſſen is appoint- 
ed to the ſalt buſineſs, 


No. VI. 
A Purwannah to Ramkiſſen, informing him, that Radachurn is re-eſta- 
bliſhed in the Mhal, dated the 29th Pagoon, 1180, or oth March, 1774. 


| No. VII. 


A Purwannah, dated 14th Cartick, or 27th October, 1774, informing 
Radachurn that Kiſſenchund Tagoor has taken the farm of Duccan Savage - 
pore in Cutkenna, from Buſſunt Roy, and Kiſſendeb Sudder farmers, for 


three years. 
No, VIII. 


A Purwannah of appointment to Kiſſenchund as Cutkennadar * for three 
years, dated as the foregoing, ſo far as relates to Duccan Savagepore, 


* Under-farmer, 


The 
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The Board find no documents in the book of Purwannahs, relative to 
Coja Kaworke's engagements for Selimabad, but notice the following Pur- 
wannahs relating to the farm of Selimabad, which it may be neceſſary to 
refer to in their proceedings on this ſabject. 


IX. 


APerwaiinah, dated February 24th, 1774, or Phagoon 15th, 1180, in- 
forming Ramhurry, the farmer of Selimabad, &c. that Ramſunder Pawlet 
is appointed to the ſalt buſineſs. 


X. 


4 Perwannah, dated 29th Phagoon, 1180, or roth March, 1774, re- 
moving Ramſunder Pawlet, and reinſtating Ramhurry in the farms of Sheeb- 
pore, Selimabad, Cherulleah, and Muddedeah, 


No. XI. and XII. 


Two Perwannahs, dated 25th October, 1774, informing Coja Kaworke, 
that Bowannychurn has taken Selimabad, in Kutkenna, from the Sudder 
farmer Buſſunt Roy and Kiſſen Deb, and that Ramhurry is directed to > quit 
the ſame, 


No. XIII. and XIV. 


Importing that Ramſunder Paulet has taken the farm of Buzergomedpore 
and Sheebpore for three years, in Cutkenna, from the Sudder farmers, Bul- 
tunt Roy and Kiſſen Deb, and that Ramhurry is directed to quit the ſame, 


XV. 


Duſtuck to Mohundram Aumeen, &c. dated 1ſt September, 1774. or- 
dering him to go to Selimabad, and enquire into the ſalt produced in the 
year 1180, what quantity has been boiled and made by Coja Michael and 
Coja Kaworke, Cutkennadars under the Izardars of Selimabad, to ſecure 
what is delivered, and the balance of their contract to the Company, by 
ſequeſtering and putting chops upon it; and the whole ſurplus, if there is 
any, ſuppoling it to be the amount of 25,000 maunds, or whatever it may 
be, to be allo ſequeſtered for ſecuring the Company, &c. &c. alſo order- 
ing him to enquire into the quantity of Seebpore ſalt lying at Culoeat, to 
aſcertain and ſecure it for the Company, &c, 


XVI. 


A Perwannah to Mohundram Aumeen, dated 15th October, 1774, in- 
forming him, that his Arzee has been received, and approving of his ſe— 
| queſtering 
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queſtering all the ſalt he has found during his enquiry, alſo directing him 
to ſtation one of his own people where the alt lies, and Jodge the ſame in 


the Company's Golahs; and to lodge all the ſalt he may in future find on his 
enquiry, in the Company's Golahs. 


Agreed, Coja Michael be called in, and that the following queſtions be 


put to him. 


«© Queſtion. Among our Perſian Perwannahs we do not find. any which 


puts you and your partner in poſſeſſion of the ſalt Mhal of Selimabad; in- 
torm the Board by what authority you and Four brother were put in 
poſſeſſion ? 


„ Anfeyer, I had no Perſian Perwannah, the farm was taken by Sonarain 


Paul from Joynarrain Goſaul, and I was his ſecurity, 1 

* Queſtion. How long did Sonarain Paul hold it in Cadet from Joy- 
narrain under your ſecurity ? 

« Anſwer. Sonarain Paul took the farm for four years, but held it only 
for ſix or ſeven months, when Mr. Barwell diſpoſſeſſed him. 


Queſtion. After Mr, Barwell diſpoſſeſſed Sonarain Paul and you, 6 


whom did he give it? 
% Anſwer. To Bowanny Churn J believe, but! do not remember the 
name; it is inſerted in the Perwannah. 
5 Preſtion. There are two Perwannahs in the regiſter, dated 10th 


March, 1774, the one turning out Ramhurry, and the other appointing | 


Ramſunder Paulet; does this Perwannah relate to you and your partner? 

t Anſwer. It relates to us; the whole farm of Selimabad, including 
Sheebpore, Cherruleah, and Muddedeh, was given to my partner and me, 
upon this Perwannah, in the name of Ramiinder Paulet, 

« Aueſtion. When this Perwannah was given Fo; of whom did you 
conſider yourſelf as holding the farm? 

« Anſwer. The Chief gave it me, and I held it. 

« Yeftion. After receiving this Perwannah, did you conſider yourſelf 
| liable © to the e of any ſum of money to Joynarrain Goſaul for holding 
the ſaid farm? 

« Anſwer. I did not conſider myſelf as liable to pay any money to Joy- 
narrain Goſaul; Mr. Barwell told me, that my agreement with Joynarrain 
was no longer to ſubſiſt, but that I was to obey his orders, 

Queſlion. Upon the annulling theſe engagements with Joynarrain 
Goſtal, with whom did you enter into any engagements ? 

* Anſwer, Mr. Barwell, the then Chicf, removing me as Cutkennadar 
to 133 Goſaul, gave it me again in Cutkenna from himſelf, and I 
was to anſwer with him for a profit.” 

It appearing trom the Perwannahs, No. V. and VI. that one Ram- 
kiſſen had the Cutkenna of this farm for ſome days in 1180, the Duan 
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is required to inform the Board who this Ramkiſſen was, and if he is il 
in Dacca ? 
«© Anſwer. That it was only a name uſed by a partnerſhip, of which 
Nettanund Cazanchy was the head, to whom Mr. Barwell gave the farm, 
but upon a repreſentation from the Armenians, reſtored them in it ?” 
The Board obſerving, that Nettanund 1s dead, but his ſon, who ſucceed- 
ed to his eſtate, is living, and finding that his Duan Budinaut Metre, who 
has always tranſadted the buſineſs of the houſe, is (till in Dacca; as he may 
poſſibly be able to give ſome light into the tranſaction, 
Ordered he be ſummoned. 
Adjourned till to-morrow. 


Dacca, April 14, 1776. 


| The Board being met agreeably to adjournment, and having gone 
through the Perſian records, now proceed to examine the Conſultations 
of the Provincial Council ſince its eſtabliſhment, and make the tollowing re- 
| ferences upon what relates to the points under examination, 

Confultationtte Petition of the Sudder Farmers againſt their Cutkennadars, i in the Mhals. 
2914 dept. 1774» of Duccan Savagepore, and Selimabad ; thei authority in the Mofuſſil con- 
firmed; the coſt of 12,000 Maunds ſalt, deficient in the deliverances of 

Duccan Savagepore of 1179, decreed to be paid by the Armenians. 

N. B. Copy of theſe proceedings 1s not here entered, becauſe, it has 
been tranſmitted to the Honourable Governor General and Council, 
under date the 

Durkhauſt by Kiſſen Deb, and Buſſent Roy, as Sudder Izardars of the 
Salt Mhal, for the advances of Selimabad, for the year 1181. 
Durkhauſt by Kiſſen Deb, and Buſſunt Roy as Sudder Izardars of the 
Salt Mhal, for the advances of Duccan Savagepore, for the year 1 15 bo | 


17th October. 


20:h October. 


0h November, Petition of Serekifſen, Vackeel to Buſſunt Roy, and Ki Nen Deb Sudder Tzardars 
of the Salt Mhals of Dacca. 


„ Sheweth, 
© That there is a balance of 23,000 Maunds of ſalt due to Government, 
on account of the year 1180, from Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael, 
Cutkennadars of the Selimabad Salt Mhal, which they refuſe to give. 


Your petitioner underſtands, there is a great quantity of faltpetre, now 
in the Golahs, belonging to Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael; he there- 
fore requeſts, that an Aumeen and Sepoys may be ſent to deliver the 
above quantity to Government, or to ſce that Government is paid the price 
of the ſalt, with the profit on the ſame, agreeable to Coja Kaworke and 


4 Jan, 2775. Coja Michael's Coboolcat. 0 


Muckendram Aumeen being called before the Board, informs them, 


that the quantity of falt found in the Golahs, at Joynaghur, manu— 
factured 
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factured by Coja Kaworke, the f ſecurity of the late Selimabad Cut- 
kennadar, is about. 80,000 Maunds; as it is neceſſary Coja Kaworke ſhould 
pay the penalty ſpecified in his contract, for the amount,of the deficiency, 

Agreed, That we addreſs the Honourable Governor General and Council 
on the ſubject, as follows ; 


To the Honourable Warr ren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor General, and 


Council of Revenue, at Fort William. 


55 Fort William. 
„ Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, | | 
* Under date the 7th ullimo, we did ourſelves the honour to addreſs you, 


regarding Coja Kaworke's ſituation, and the demands made upon him by 


the Sudder Farmers, for a failure in his contract with them for the manu— 
facture of ſalt; we think it neceſſary to inform you, that by the report of 
the Aumeens we deputed to Joynagur, we find the quantity provided by 
Coja Kaworke, and lodged under the charge of the agent, is about 80,000 
Maunds; of courſe the deficiency of his contract is 23,000 : as we can 


have no expectation of the delivery of any further quantity, we ſhall take _ 


meaſures to ſettle the accounts between the Sudder Farmers and Cutken- 
nadars, that the amount of the deficiency, together with the penalty of 
50 per cent. may be without delay brought to the credit of Government; 
it will therefore be requifite, that the ſales of that quantity of Sclimabad 
ſalt be cancelled with the purchaſers thereof. 
We have the honour to be, with reſpect, 

ng | Houourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Dacca, Jan, 4, 1775. Your molt obedient humble ſervants, 


Statement of the Salt of the Selimabad Mpal, for the year 1180. 


Quantity contracted to be manufac- 
tured, — — — | 1,02,859 
Delivered four lots to the purchaſers, at 
the Company's ſales, amounting to | 
Maunds of 82 Sicca weight, ES 41,140 
Amount weighed off by me n 
undelivered, 527100 9 
Amount ſuppoſed to be contained in 
 Golahs, No. 6. manufactured by Joy- 
narain Chowdry, Godadur Roy, and 
Tootaram as Pykars, who refuſe to 
have it weighed off,  —  — 4,500 
Amount in Sootaloory Golah, manu- 
factured by Godadar Roy and Inde- 
narin, not weighed off, — 8,000 


Carried forward, 30, 6419 41,149 1,92,850 
29 2 


10:h Februz ry, 


20th F ebruatys 


2th March. 
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Brought forward 30,641 9 41,140 1,02,950 
Amount in two large and one ſmall 2 
Golah, at erbten — 12, ooo 


42,641 9 


Total amount of ſalt manufactured in the year 1180, 83,7819 


_ 


Deficiency in the quantity contracted to be manufactured = 
in the year 1180, — — — 19,068 31 


Statement of the ſalt of the Buzergomedpore, Churrukab, Muddudeab, and Seeb- : 
pore Mhals, for the year 1180. | 


Quantity of ſalt contracted to be manufactured, — 67,130 
Amount delivered to the purchaſers at the Com- es 
pany's ſales, — — Maunds 91 64 
Amcunt remaining in Golah, at Backergunge, 7718 10 
Amount ſuppoſed to be lying at Culnea, — 32, 102 
| | — 48,984. I0 


— _  — 


Deficiency in the amount contracted, to be wanufactured, 
Maunds of 82 Sicca weight, „ — 18,165 30 


The Honourable Governor General and Council's orders, of the 11th_ 
February, to call on the principal farmer for the deficiencies, and penalties 
thereon, who are to make their complaints againft e Wworke, to the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Dewan ordered to call on the principal farmers, for the amount of deficien- 
cies of their contract. 

The Dewan now informs the Board, that agreeably to the orders of 
the Council of the 20th ¼ñ. he called on the Vackeel of the Sudder 
*armers, for payment of amount due to the Honourable Company, on 
account cf the deficiencies of Selimabad and Seebpore. The Vackeel 
repreſented, that his principals likewiſe had demands upon the Honourable 


Company for the Chowlie, or fourth part advances, in the other Mhals, 


which they hold of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad, and delivered the 
following accounts, which he now lays before the Board for their further 
orders. 


Drs. 
To advance on 
67,150 

To ſhort delivery of 
18,166, at 110 per 
100 maunds, 


To penalty thereon, 


50 per 100, 


Drs. 
To 4 advances of 
1,02,850 maunds, 
To ſhort delivery 
of 19,068 : 31, 
To penalty there- 
ON, at 50 Per 100 
maunds, 


(8 


Salt Farmers, on account of the Sheebpore Divjſion. 


55,398 12 © 


19,982 9 7 
9,083 0 0 


— a co 


84,464 5 7 


Salt Farmers, on account of the Selimabad Diviſion, 


84,851 4 © 
20,075 10 1 
9,534 6 2 


L ——— 


To balance due to 
the Sudder far- 
mers, 


1,15,301 4 3] 
[ 


5,081 15 0 


— 


| — 
1,20,443 3 3 


rs. 


By falt delivered, 


48,984, at 110 per 5 
100 maunds e 
By Choulie, or + ad- 8 5 
vance due to him, 18,466 4 0 


— gL— c̃— 


= 72,348 10 4 
By balance due from : 
the Sudder farmers, 12,115 11 3 


84,464 5 7 


— — cs 


Crs, 
By falt delivered, 
83,781: 9, at 
110 1900: 
maunds, 92,159 7 3 
By Choulie, or E 
| advances due to 
him, 28,283 12 0 


—— 


1,20, 443 3 3 


——— 


———— — —ͤ— 
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Salt Farmers, on account of the Duccan Savagepcre. 


Drs. Crs. 
To £ advances on | By falt delivered, 
50, ooo maunds, at | | £50,000 maunds, at 
80 per ioo maunds, 30,000 O © 80 per 100 maunds, 40,000 © o 
To balance due to the © : | 
Sudder farmer, 10,000 o o 
| — — | — Ca an, 
40,000 © © | 40, 000 O © 
Fn ! As — 


Sudder Farmers in Account Current with the Honourable Company far the Mbals 
| of Selimabad, Shecbpore, and Duccan Savagepore. 


Drs. Hi | "SY 
To balance of Sheeb- By balance of Selima- 
„ 12,115 113] bad ſalt, ene e 


To balance due them, 2,966 3 9 By ditto of Duccan _ 
1 5 = Savagepore account, 10,000 0 


CC — 


4 * 8 


— * 


| 
15,081 15 O 15,081 15 0 
| 


— — — 


The Board obſerve, that ſuppoſing the quantities to have been delivered 
agreeably to the Agents calculations, the foregoing Accounts will be right 
but as the deliveries are not yet finally completed. 4 

Reſolved, That the payment of the above balance be ſuſpended, till the 
claim ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the farmers producing the Agents receipts for 
the ſeveral quantities. 1 : 

Upon conſideration of the 6th paragraph, of the Honourable Governor 
General's letter of the 5th inſtant, recorded on our proceedings, 12th. 

Reſolved, That the following letter be written to the Agents of Duccan 
Savagepore and Selimabad. 


To the Agents of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad. 
. 
Orders were ſent to you, under date the ES to pro- 
cure accounts of the ſalt manufactured in the Bengal year 1179 and 1180. 
This is to require, that you uſe all poſſible diſpatch in obtaining them, as 
they are particularly demanded by the Honourable Governor, General and 


Council; and we have further to direct, that you will endeavour to aſcertain 
| 5 


(. 893 
by what orders or authority any clandeſtine conveyance of Salt may have 
been made from the Mhal, under your agency, whilſt it was under the 
management of Coja Kaworke. 
We are, Sir, 
Dacca, April 14, 1775. Your moſt obedient ſervants.” 


And that we proceed to interrogate Coja Michael as follows, to get 
every information he can give, as to the authority by which the 27,000 
maunds were fold, as mentioned in the letter from the Honourable Gover- 
nor General and Council. 

Queſtion. Did you manufacture any quantity of ſalt in Duccan 
Savagepore Mhal, in the years 1179 and 1180, exceeding ne amount you 
delivered to the Company? 

« Anſwer, 1 did manufacture more than the amount of my contract. 

« Queſtiun. What quantity in the year 1779? 

6 Anfeer. I don't know, I never went into the Mofuſſil; I have not the 
account of the particulars; Coja Kaworke managed the buſineſs, and has. 
the accounts. 

* Queſtion. What became of the ſurplus quantity in the year 1 179. 

* Anſwer, 1 gave 10,000 maunds exceeding my Tauchud, or the 
amount of my contrad, to the Company, and gave 10,000 maunds to the 
Joint acccunt; and Mr. wei took Ow rupees, as the profits of 10,000 
maunds more, 

« Oveſtion. You have given an account of 80,000 maunds manufactur- 
ed in the year 1179; do you Know of any farther quantity manufactured 


that year? 
« Anſwer. I do not know that there was any farther quantity manufac- 


tured that year. 

« Oueftion, Did you make any quantity of ſalt in the year 1180, exceed 
ing the Company's contract of 5000 maunds? 

« Anſwer. Yes. , 


« Queſtion. What quantity? 
« Anſwer. I gave the accounts of the whole quantity manufactured to 


Mr. Barwell's Banian (Mr. Barwell being at Calcutta), Roy Hurry Mul- 
lick, and Mr. Holland's Banian; it amounted to about 77:000 maunds. 

« Oueſtion. What have you done wich this quantity? 

% Anſwer. I gave 50,000 maunds to the Company. Immediately after 
fay ing this he corrects himſelf, and ſays, he gave the whole to the Com- 
pany : 1 demanded the price of this from Mr. Barwell, who refuſed to give 
it me, and ordered me to ſell it to diſcharge the profits L agreed 


to pay. 
«© Queſtion. Was this order conveyed to you. by Perwannah or Durk-- 


hauſt? 3 
« Anſcwer. No; he ſaid he would give me a Perwannah, but after 
4 | wards: 


* 
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wards refuſed, and gave me a verbal order; Mr. Barwell put Peons upon 
me for tlie recovery of the money, and then !] ſold the ſalt. 

& ueſtion. What do you mean by a verbal order; was the order from 
Mr. Barwell immediately to you, or to any other perſon ? 

f* Anſwer, 1 heard from Coja Kaworke that Mr. Barwell gave it to 
him. 

Queſtion. Did you manufacture any farther quantity than 77, co 
maunds in the 1180 in the Duccan Savagepore Mhal ? 

« Anſwer, I cannot fay with any certainty; Coja Kaworke known, 

© Queſtion, What quantity of ſalt did you manutacture in the Selimabad 
Mal in the year 1179 

* Anſwer. It was not in my hands 3 in 1179; 1 had it not till 1180. 

* Queſtion. What quantity of ſalt did you manufacture in the Selimabad 
Mhah in the year 1180; 0 

« Anſewer. ] cannot anſwer to a certainty; the accounts are with Coja 
Kaworke and Sonarain Paul, who are in Calcutta. 

« Aueſtion. Was any quantity manufactured exceeding the amount de- 
livered to the Company? 

« Anſwer. Fighty two thouſand maunds were delivered ; there may 
have been more manufactured, but how much more, or what quantity was 
fold, I know not; Kaworke can anſwer. 

« Oneſtion. If there was any quantity manufactured more than the de- 
liveries to the Company, by whole authority was it fold ? 

«* Arfwer, By Mr. Barwell's. 

*« Oy/tion, Were his orders conveyed to you in writing, or how other- 
wie ? | 

gſcver. They were verbal to Coja Kaworke.“ 

We till Monday the 17th. 

8 April 17 1775. 

The Board being met agreeable to che reſolution of the 14th. 

Read the follow! ing letter from tie Honourable Governor General and 
Council of Revenue, dated 11th April, 1775. 

Ordered a copy thereof be ſent to Mr. Grueber, with the following 
addreſs, 

T 0 Nicholas Grueber, Eid. 
«SIR, 

WE tranſmit you copy of a letter we have this day received from the 
Honourable Governor General and Council, and requg:t you will favour us 
with your anſwer to Coja Kaworke's a) llegations, to be forwarded to the 
Preſidency. We ate, , 

Your molt obedient bumble ſervants.” 


The W reading over the proceedings of the 13th inſtant, a doubt aroſe 
what was meant by the expreſſion Dacca factory, made ule of by Joynarrain 


Goſaul in his anſwer to the Board's queſtions, 
| I Agrecd 
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Agreed he be called in, to give an explanation, | 

Joy narrain attending, is aſked, What he means by the expreſſion Dacca 
Factory? 

Replies. The Chief. 

In purſuance to the Honourable Board's orders, Coja Michael delivers in 
.two Perſian papers of Accounts, which are ordered for tranſlation, 

Adjourned till to-morrow. 

Dacca, April 18, 1775. 

The Board being met agreeable to adjournment, the accounts mentioned 
in yeſterday's proceedings being tranſlated, and laid before the Board, are 
as tollows : 


An Account of ſundry Monies in the Hands of Mr. And Ke. A. 


The ſeven anna diviſion of Duccan Savagepore was ſe- 
parated, and we were appointed Arzamins for four 
years, but removed in hve months afterwards, — 10,500 


Pooſe 7. Mr. Barwell, = — — 8888 
Ramrutton Dewan, — — — 2, 800 
Joy narain, 3 e —ͤ 
Chytan Byſack, — IT, 3 50 
88 belonging to > Ramrutton, — 200 
10, co 


Received, on account of 10,000 maunds of Duccan Sa- 
vagepore ſalt, which was not delivered to the Com- 
pany, at the rate of go rupees per 100 maunds, — 9,090 
Choit 21. Mr. Barwell took a bond in the name of Ramchund By- 
85 ſack, the amount of which was paid in to Chytan 
Byſack Coolie by Luckhun and Gojaudur, 8,000 


Intereſt on the ſame, — — — 90 
Ramrutton Dewan, — — — 1,000 
9,090 


Ramrutton received from Lockhun and Gojaudur, for 
making a Bundabuſt of the Selimabad and Duccan 
Savagepore Salt Mhal at a low rate, which he after- 
wards did not comply with, — — — 2,000 
Feit . The farm of Mohbutpore belonged to us; ; the Omlahs 
of the Purgunnah were put under the charge of Ram- 
lochund Paulet, on an inveſtigation in the Sudder 
Adawlet; the Purgunnah was decreed to us; the 
Omlahs were put under our charge, and from- Lock- 


1180, hun and Gojaudur was taken _ — — 2,000 
_ Choir, Mr. Barwell, — — — 1,500 
Ramrutton Dewan, — — — 
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As likewiſe the accounts, No. I. and II. incloſed in the Honourable 
Governor General and Council's letter, dated 5th April, 


The Board now proceed to inquire into the accounts delivered by Coja 
Michael and thoſe from Coja Kaworke, tranſmitted by the Honourable 
Governor General and Council. 


No. I, Kaworke's Accounts. 


Iſt Article, 


2d Article, 


zd Article, 


— 6,538 8 
= 11,258 8 
- 1,668 12 


4th Article, 48, 656 12 


5th Article, 


gies 
. 


* 
— 


283 0 
8 


92 


Michaels Accounts. 
Agrees with the account B (iſt 


Article) in the amount, but differs 


in the words, being ſtated by Mi- 


chael as a deduction made in the falt 


ad vances. 


The ſum total is alike in both, but 


in Michael's account B is ſtated i in 
two articles, viz. 


From the balance of 12 anas pom: 


tion of advances, 
Account profits of Seli- 
mabad,  - »- 10,99 4 


Ditto Savagepore, „ 459 4 


31,258 8 


— — 


As the foregoing article, VIZ, 
Deduction for the advances 
of Savagepore, - = 41,500 © 


Paid by Luckun and Go- 


Jaudur Podar to Mr. 
_ Holland's Podar, - - 168 12 


2,668 12 12 


Anrees in the ſam total 


of the particulars, - 48,656 12 


Agrees, = ** „ "983 - © 


Agrees i in the total, - 92 8 
They form, in Michael's account B, 
part of the groſs ſum of 20,799 : 4, 
which ſum 1s acknowledged by Mr. 
Barwell, in the credit fide of his 
account current, tranſmitted by the 
Honourable Board; and the opinion 
is communicated to Michael. As 
to the 4th article, we oblerve it 1s 
alleged to be paid in part of bonds, 
amounting 


( 509 5 


amounting altogether to 99,627 z 
which whole amount Mr. Barwell 
acknowledges to have received from 
the Armenians in his account cur- 
rent, 


Coja Michael brings two witneſſes, 'Gojaudur Podar and Luckun Po- 


dar, who ſeverally declare upon oath, that they did diſburſe the ſums of 


283 rupees and 92: 8 for charges of Peons. 

The Board having gone through the ſeveral articles of No. I. aſk Coja. 
Michael, whether he has any proof of the compulſion alleged in taking 
the bonds, amounting to 77,027? 99 - 

He replies, © Peons came to my houſe to urge the payment of the mo- 
ney; I there gave bonds. 5 5 7 3 

LQueſtion. Were the Peons you mention ſent to you as meſſengers, 
or were they put Mohſil upon you? 

« Anſwer, They came as meſſengers to urge the payment of the 
money. 

65 Queſtion. You ſay that Peons came to your houſe to urge the payment: 
of 77,627, for which you executed bonds to Prawn Paul“; was other means. 
uſed to compel you to execute the bonds? 

« Anſwer. No.” 


No. II. Kaworke's Accounts. Michael's Accounts: 

iſt Article, - - 5,000 Agrees in the total with Michaels. 

. 3,500 accounts, A, which article differs in- 

—— the product, viz. E 

8,500 

2d Article, 2,000 Mr, Barwell, 30000 
Ramrutton, = : - 2,800; 

10,500 Joynarain, - -<—« = 2,000: 

| Chytun Byſack, - - 500 

Gunganarrain, - : 200. 

10, 500 


3d Article, 8,000 Agrees in the ſum total, and in 
1,000 the particulars with Michael's ac-- 
go count A. | 


4th Article, 2,000 Agrees with Michael's account A, 
| differing only as to the circumſtan- 
T. ͤ K woos 
* Otherwiſe Porran Paul. 


5th. 


— — 
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5th Article, 


191] 


6th Article, 


4 
111 


( 310 ) 


2,000 


(81 


Agrees with Michael's account A; 


warying only in the explanation, 


161 


15500 


25000 


There is no article of this amount 


in Michael's accounts, except one, 
which is included in the ſum of 
20, 799 (Article B), already noticed, 
and differing in the explanation, being 
ſtated in Michael's account as a de- 
duction made in preſence of Mr. 
Holland, and in the other ſide to be 
curtailed by Joynarain Goſaul. 


Coja Michael being aſked, What proofs he has to produce concerning the 
payment of theſe ſums? replies, He knows nothing of the laſt article; but 


brings the two Podars, alread 
Michael, as follows, viz. 


Queſtion to the Po- 
dars. 
« NQueſtion. What do 


you know concerning 


5000 rupees, ſaid to be 


paid to Mr. Barwell by 


| Coja Kaworke and Co- 


ja Michael, 


2. The ſame quel- 


tions concerning the 


next article of 2000 


rupees. 


The ſame queſtion 
as to the 3d article. 


Anſiwered by Cejaudur 
Podar. 


« paid to Ram- 


rutton Podar, aitoge- 
ther 8, 500 rupees, and 
T underſtood that 5000 


rupees was on account 
of Mr. Barwell, and the 
reſt on account of Ram- 
rutton, &c. Mutſuddies. 

te 1 


rain Goſaul's 
upon Joy Hurry Rada 


Kiſſen Manick Bhoſc's 
Banian for this amount; 


on whole account it was 
I know not. / 
« There was a bon 
for 8009 rupees in the 
name of Ram Sunder 
By ſack, who transferred 
it to Ramrutton and 


Coja Kaworke, and me 
to pay it to him, which 
I did in two payments; 
The iſt by a draft upon 

Manick 


gave a draft to 
Netoo, who is Joynar- 
Podar, 


y ſworn, to be examined in preſence of Coja 


Anſwered by Luckun 
Podar. 


I gave 10,500 ru- 
pees to Raimrutton, 
firſt 8 800, and after- 
wards 2000 _ 


& In anſwer to this, 
he ſays, his brother and 
partner keeps the ac- 
counts, and he can an- 
{wer to the particulars, 
therefore he can give no 
further replies. 


( 511 ) 


Queſtion to the Pho- Anſwered by Cojaudur 
dars. Phodar. 


Manicx Podar for 
5,400 given to Ram- 
rutton's Podar; and 
the 2d by a draft upon 
Rada Kiſtch for 2, 690; 
J find another article of 
1,000 rupees paid to 
Ramrutton, through 

| „„ Podars as the former. 

The ſame queſtion © I paid this ſum to 
as to the 4th article, Rada Shiſteh Podar, 
by a trahsfer upon Ne- 
too. Podar, who had 
that ſum to receive from 
Ramrutton's Podar. 

« The ſame queſtion < I paid to Roddoo, 

as to the 5th article. who is Ramrutton's 

Podar, by a transfer 

on the houſe of Netoo 


9 5 Kazanchy. 
The ſame queſtion I know nothing of. 
as to the 6th article. this article.“ 


rated by Michael, yet I think it neceſſary. to atteſt, I never received, or 
had uſe or benefit from the ſum mentioned; and my caſh-keeper, if called 


upon, will be alſo ready to atteſt that no ſuch ſums from Kaworke was 


applied or paſſed to my account.” 
Ordered, The caſh-keeper to attend to-morrow. 


Mr. Purling begs leave to record the following minute: Obſerving 


that in the accounts given by C Coja Kaworke to the Supreme Council, my 
name is invidiouſly inſerted as being the means of extorting the ſum of rupees 
92: 8 from them, by putting Peons upon them for the recovery of their 
debt to Poran Paul, I think it neceſſary to ſay a few words in juſtification 
of this, the only part of my conduct which has been attacked. Application 
being made to me for the recovery. of the bonds of Poran Paul, Mr. Bar- 
well's banker, 1 exerciſed no other authority than what every Chief has 
conſidered himſelf veſted with,; but finding the Armenians refuſed pay ment, 


referred the complaint to the Adawlet, and the bill was actually filed, and 


would have been agitated, had not the removal of the Armenians to Cal- 


Mr. Shakeſpeare. © Obſerving my name to be mentioned by Kaworke, 
in his account No, II. and alſo in a ſubſequent one, explanatory of this, 
charging me with the receipt of 2,000 rupees; although it 1s not corrobo- 
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cutta put a ſtop to it, In this caſe I ſhould have conſidered the Peons 
put upon the Armenians, entitled to 2 annas per diem, and no more; and 
I can only ſay, that having never been informed until upon the peruſal of 
this account, that they exacted more, I could not take the means of afford- 
ing a redreſs to the Armenians, which I have conſidered it my duty to 
grant upon all juſt complaints. I am concerned that this matter ſhould 
have been ſo artfully introduced into tle accounts, as to become from the 
Armenians a charge of oppreſſion; but having ever conſidered the right 
of theſe farms to be in the Chief of Dacca, and looked upon the Arme 
nians as Cutkennaders; and legally and in honour bound by al] engage- 
ments with the head farmer, as well as anſwerable for the amount due on 
Poran Paul's bonds, I ſhall reſt aſſured, that neither the art nor malice of 
this addition to the other articles, can ever affect my integrity as a Com- 
pany's ſervant, or my honour as a man.“ _ : 

Adjourned. 
Dacca, April 20th, 1775. 

The Board being met according to their reſolution of the 18th inſtant. 

Agreeable to Mr. Shakeſpear's requeſt, Ramcunt Tobildar is now called 
before the Bo arc. | i 5 

Mr. Shakeſpeare begs he may be examined on oath, and the following 
queſtions put to him: 0 1 TE 

An oath is propoſed to him, to which he objects, that being a Bramin 
it will be a great diſgrace to him to ſwear by the Ganges water; but that he 
will anſwer upon his Durham to any queſtion. The Board require of him 
to declare whether he ever took an oath in any court of juſtice, or on any 
occaſion whatever? Declares he never did. He is therefore queſtioned as 
follows upon his Durham: | 

« Iejtion, How long have you kept Mr, Shakeſpear's caſh? 

« Anſwer, Long before Mr. Shakeſpear came to Dacca, and ſince. 

« Oze/tion. On or about the Poos 1179, did you receive, or do you 
know of any one's receiving, a ſum of 2,000 rupees on account of your 
maſter, Mr. Shakeſpear, from Coja Kaworke any ſum ? EO 

« Anſwer. No tuch ſum of money was paid me by Coja Kaworke, or 
on his account at the time mentioned, or before or ſince. 

« Queſtion. Have all your maſter's payments and receipts paſſed through 
your hands, ſince you entered in his ſervice, and has ſuch payments and re- 
ceipts been inſerted in your Accounts? Es 

% Anſwer. Tes. 


Boſonaut Kazanchee appeared before the Board, agreeable to the orders 
of the 13th inſtant, 


He is now requeſted to inform the Board, what he knorvs of the tranſ- 
actions of his maſter holding the Duccan Savagepore Cutkenna ſalt farm, 
in 1180, | DE | 


9 < Says, 


( $13 ) 

Says, © He can only relate what he heard from Nitanund Kazanchy, 

who is now dead.” : 127 a 
He is aſked what he means by ſaying, that he heard from Nitanund 

Kazanchy, it having been always underſtood, that he was the entire ma- 

nager of this buſineſs. 


Replies, That it is very true that he is very well acquainted with the 
ſalt tranſaction, but that he was not preſent when Mr. Barwell ſettled it with 
him.“ | 415 | | 


Bodinavt then proceeds to relate what he knows of the tranſactions, 
which is as follows: | 10 


« Nitanund Kazanchy having the farm of the diſtrict of Duccan Savage- 
pore, and tne collection of his revenue being very much obſtructed by the 
{alt contractors; he gives in a Durkhauſt to Mr. Barwell, in the name of 
rhe Naib of the Duccan Savagepore Pergunnah ; reverſing it, that is to 
ſay, making it Ramkiſſen inſtead of Kiſhenraum, for the ſalt ; from which 
he accordingly obtained, upon his entering into an agreement to give the 
Company 80,000 maunds of ſalt, upon his receiving an advance of 80 
rupees the 100 maunds therefore; and whatever: further quantity might 
be manufactured, upon his receiving a premium of 25 rupees, excluſive 
of the advances of 80 rupees; and he executed an engagement to pay 
a profit of 65,000 rupees, He, however, only held the contract 11 days, 
| when he was diſpoſſeſſed, and the Armenians reſtored. He wanted to re- 
cover it from the Armenians, and offered 80,000 rupees for the contract; 
but Mr. Barwell would not give it him, but cauſed him to be reimburſed 
the. charges he had incurred; viz. 897 rupees 4 anas. Coja Michael replies 
to the Board, that the preſent Eaſter Holidays will prevent his attendance 
for the four or five enſuing days.” & | 


| Aereed, therefore, we ſuſpend all further Proceedings upon this ſubject 

till next Tueſday; and that our Conſultations up to this day, be tranſmitted 

to the honourable Governor General and Council of Revenue, with the 

folowing-addrefs. “ g 
REES A true Copy. 


(Signed)  Henay Lopez, Secretary. 


. j 
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as 
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To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Governor General and Council of Re- 
| venue, Fort William. 


- UB 


% % 2 * + 


« Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 1 
Having now gone through the examination of the Accounts delivered 
by Coja Caworke, we herewith tranſmit you the continuation of out” pro- 

| 2U ceedings | 


„ 


ceedings thereupon ; and only wait for the accounts from the Agents, of 
the ſalt manufactured in the years 1179 and 1180; for the expediting of 
which, we have iſſued further injunctions to the Agents, and they ſhall. 
be forwarded to you immediately as we receive them. e 

We beg leave to direct your attention to that part of our proceedings 
where it appears, that there is a deficiency of 15,000 maunds of the falt of 
the year 1179, actually lodged in the Company's Golahs; for 5,000 
maunds of which, the Armenians received an advance of 80,000 rupees 
per 100 maunds; and for the other 10,000 the ſame advance, with a pre- 
mium of 25 rupees the 100 maunds, as a ſurplus quantity, agreeable to 
the terms of their contract. 5 . nies 

e On the whole delivery of that year, namely, 60,000 maunds, we have 
given them an abatement of 3,000 maunds, at the rate of 5 maunds the 100, 
the allowance for waſtage authorized by Government; and having called 
upon Coja Michael for payment of the remaining 12,000 maunds, at the 
rate of 170 Arcot rupees the 100 maunds, the price at which it was ſold 
here by the permiſſion of the Board at Calcutta, he refers us to Coja 
Kaworke, alleging, that he was the manager of the whole buſineſs. 
Kaworke being at Calcutta, we have repreſented this matter to you, in 
order that the neceſſary demand may be made upon him. ISOs 
N We are, &c. | | 5 | 
; ( (Signed) C. W. Bouchrox Rous. 

VVV 

J. SHAKESPEAR, | 
W. Holand! -. 


E Dacca, 
27th April, 1775. 


Extract of the Proceedings of Dacca Provincial Council F Revenue, 
| dated April 25, 1775. 


The Board being met agreeable to adjournment. 


Read a letter and encloſure from the Secretary to the honourable Gover- 
nor General and Council in their Revenue department, dated the 18th 


inſtant. 


The foregoing letter came to hand on the 21ſt, when the following 
letter was written to Mr. Grueber. DN 


To Nicholas Grueber, Eſq. 


4 8 I R, | PE ES 
« We, encloſe for your. peruſal, Extract of a Letter. we have received 


from, the. boncufable Governor General, and, Council, concerning a diviſion 


63169) 


of 10,009 maunds of ſalt, ſaid to have been made by coja Kaworkej fa te 
bene fit of various perſons at Daeta. 


In purſuance of the orders of the Honourable Board, we requeſt you 
will be Resten to tranſmit us your Anſwer, to be forwarded to the Preſidency. 
We are, Sir, 
Dacca, Aprit 21, 1778, Y 
; Tour moſt obedient bombe ſervants.” 


A letter in che fike terms wi written by the Secretary to the feveral 


Gemlemen mentioneck in the lift, Who are now reſiding at Dacca, for their 


anſwers to the accufations of ech Kaworke. 


Meflrs. Holland, Haliburton and Crauford, deliver in their anſieets to 
the charge of Coja Kaworke, regarding the 10,000 maunds of ſalt, 


Ordered, They be recorded with the reſt when received. 
Read an Account, No. I. or Letter C, debiting Mr. Barwell for 16,000 
rupees. 


(signed) GaworKke SMO, 
for himſelf, and for 


Coja Mien! SERKES. 


All the articles of this Accomit have been mentioned in the Account; 


No. H. already examined and compared with thoſe delivered by Michael. 


Read an Account No. II. or C; intitled, Richard Barwell, Eſq; in ac- 


count with Coja Kaworke Simon and Michael Serkes, and ned by Ka- 
worke Simon for himſelf, and Coja Michael Serkes. 


Kaworke's Accounts, „ 
Debit Side: . 
2ſt Article = 16,000 o Is the amount total of the fore- 
| going Account. 
2d Ditto 208, 799 4 Agrees with Michael's Accounts 
1 | | B., and is noticed in our proceedings 


. . 7 of the 18th inſtant. 
3d Ditto | 9,090 © Agrees with Michael's account B, 


and is noticed in our proceedings of 


e 5145114521 4008 18th inſtant. 
4th Ditto 49,032 4 Ditto, ditto, ditto, 


94,921 8 
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TCredit Side. 1 
Iſb Article 10, 0 The Board do not find theſe ar- 
ticles agree' with any part of Mi- 
c)hael's account, nor can they under- 
AS _ - ſtand why the Armenians give cre- 
dit to Mr. Barwell, for a ſum 
which they charge him with ſtop- 
ping in the advances of their {alt 


contract. 
2d Ditto, =—- 19,00 As to. the ad. article, they ap- 
Re gre en aa | relates to_the alleged 
0 i: „ „ 44% { a 


diviſion of 10,000 maunds of ſalt, an 
explanation of which has been re- 

quired from the ſeveral n bene- 
: 0 Hited thereby. 

3d Ditto - 43,000 The 3d article concerning the 
Fo e , Ras igerge! 27,000 maunds, has been al- 
ready under an examination in our 
proceedings of the 14th inſtant, and 

orders have been ſent to the agents, 


| to aſcertain by whole authority the 
fale was made. 


Coja Michael being preſent, is aſked the meaning of the articles which 
are here brought into the credit fide-of the account, _ 

He replies, « That the claim for theſe ſums will lie hang the Cons 
againſt Mr. Barwell, and that they are included in his demand upon Mr. 
Barwell, for about 95, ooo rupees.“ 


tt Read an Account, No. II. nod, 66: "FOR Accountof fe . delivered i in 
<&< the year 1173. 1 


Debit Side. Maunds. 
1 Article — - 4 5,000 This appears to be the real quan- 


tity delivered to the purchaſers 3 
Puccan Savagepore. 


Salt as the year 11 17 3. confirmed by the Agent reer 10 


Ry to the ſeveral articles of this Account, Michael having delivered in no 
account of ſalt to be compared with thoſe of Coja Kaworke, tranſmitted 
from Calcutta, the Board can only refer to the verbal examination of the 
former, taken on the x4th inſtant, and recorded on our proceedings of that 
day, in which Michael urges to have manufactured 80,000 maunds. Far- 
ther, with a view of aſcertaining the quantities actually delivered by the 
Armenians to the Company, the Board refers to a Letter and Account from 
the Puccan Savagepore Agent, which are e here entered, 


To 


* 


6517 


To Char les. William Boughton Rous, Eſq; Chief, &c. Provincial 
Council of Revenue, at Dacca. 


. Gentlemen. 


<«. Apreeably to your commands, I now encloſe you an Account · current of 
the Salt received and delivered. in the year 1773, or 1179; as Coja Kaworke 
ſold 12,000 maunds after it were lodged for delivery, and his being po for 
it, there is no remains of the year 1179. 
The ſalt lodged for delivery for 1180, 1 apprebeni will turn out to 
much about the quantity ſold at Calcutta, and to the lodgment of fifty 
thouſand maunds 82 Sicca. The purchaſers not having received all their 
ſalt, nigh three lots remaining at this time; boats are getting ready to go 
for the remainder, which I apprehend will be all delivered by the iſt 
June, when I ſhall give in the Account for the year. 1490, waa ones 
there will be none remaining. 

© I am, Gideon, | 

“ Your very obedient, and 
Dacca, April 15th, 1775. «©: moſt humble ſervant, 
Ep (Signed) ELIAS ABRAHAM, Salt Agent 
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Upon receipt of this letter and report, the Dewan was ordered to de- 
mand from Michael the account of the deficiency here ſtated, but now re- 
ports to the Board, that Michael declines pay ment; hereupon the follow- 
ing queſtion is propoſed to Michael: js 
| «. Queſtion, In an account we have received from Mr. Abraham of the 
Duccan Savagepore ſalt delivered in 1773, credit is given to you for 

45,000 maunde, whereas you are debited paid for 50,000 maunds, at 80 
rupees per 100 maunds, and for 10,000 maunds ſurplus, at 105 rupees per 10 
maunds. Upon your having delivered in your account, ſtating the full 


quantity of 60,000 maunds, to. have been lodged in the Company's Golahs, S 


ou are allowed five maunds per ioo maunds for waſtage. What is your ob- 

jection to paying the amount deficiency of 12,000 maunds, at 170 rupees 

per 100, the price which was offered for it to the Company, when it was 
 ofidered to be in the Golahs ? 

« Anſwer, I received at the rate of 60 rupees per 100 maunds for 
50, ooo maunds, and for 10,000 maunds at 80 rupees. There was 12,000 
maunds fell ſhort, beſides the 5 per cent. allowed for waſtage. This will be 
anſwered to by Kaworke, in Calcutta, ; 

Read an Account, No. IV. entitled, The Honourable company, in 


4 account with Coja Kaworke, the farmer of Duccan Savagepore, in the 
5 — Nur of Dacca.“ 


a Debir Side. | We obſerve that Kaworke's: ace. 
5 count debits the Company for 
70, ooo maunds in the year 1773, 

whereas the Agent's reports give 

credit only for 60,000 maunds, of 


which 45,000 only were delivered to 
the purchaſers. 
Credit Side, Maunds. 
27, 00 A deduction of 3,000 rupees, in 
alan advance of 30,000. 
9,000 Ditto, Ditto, 1,000, in an ad- 
vance of 10,000. 
8,000 Ditto, Ditto, 2,500, in an advance 


of 10, 300, being charged to the 
Dewan. 


Hurry Mullick i is called upon for an explanation; he deſires leave to TS 
to the Accounts. | 
Orgered, It ſhall be entered in this place Hurry Mullick's Anſwer. 
Agrecable to the Board's orders of the 25th inſtant, in anſwer to Coja 
Kaworke's declaration, that he gave me three receipts for 50,500 rupees, 
and received only 44,000 rupees, I declare, © That I never took any receipts 
from him, or paid him any advances. I received (ix receipts from Mr. 
Grucher for Sicca rupees, 353,059 : I : 10, Which I paid to Tilluck — 
ick, 


( 520 ) 


lick, Mr.-Grueber's Banyan, out of the houſe of Netty Kazencha fine the 
Company's treaſury, being in full for the ſalt contract of the years 1179 and 


1180. 
ber will anſwer it.“ 


If Coja Kaworke has not received his advances in full, Mr. Grue- 


Michael being aſked if he has any proof of theſe deduBtions, he  replics, 
His books ſhew the real amount he received.“ 

Read an Account, No. V. entitled, Honourable Company, i in account 
* with Coja Kaworke, the farmer of Duccan SaVAgepore,! in the diſtricts of 


« Dacca,” 


Debit Side. 


1ſt and 2d Article 855 68,350 


34 Ditto — - 


543000 
Rupees 122,350 

TCredit Side, Rupees. 

1ſt Article = = 20,000 
ad Ditto = 54,000 


This is a debit formed upon an 


allegation, that Kaworke has deli- 


vered to the Company, on account 
of the year 1774, the quantity of 
maunds 77, ooo. This is contra- 
dicted by the Agent's letter above 


recorded, declaring his opinion, that 


there will not turn out more than 
the contract, or 50, ooo maunds; 
but cannot be exactly aſcertained, 
till all the deliveries are made to the 

urchaſer s. 

Said to be paid to Mr. Barwell: 
No ſuch article is found in Michael's 
Account, who is therefore aſked if 


— he has any proofs of the payment; 
he replies, „ what I paid, I have 
inſerted in my Account.” 


Michael being aſked for his proof 
of having received only 20, ooo ru- 
pees, although he gave a receipt for 
30,000; explains it, by ſaying he 
paid the 10,000 rupees through the 
hands of Mr. Holland, to Mr. Bar- 
well, on account of profits, as ſpe- 


 cified in his Accounts, being part of 


the ſum of 20,799 : 4. 
The credit of this ſum ſeems to 


be made here merely to anſwer the 


debit of the like account in the op- 
Polite fide, as the authority by 
which any ſale was made of 27,000 
maunds; the Board refer to their 
examination already recorded on 


their proceedings of the 14th. 


5 Read 
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Read an Account, No. VI. entitled, * An account of ſalt delivered in the 
“ yeaTr.1 774.“ 
Any examination of this Account appears unneceſſary, as it relates 
only to the quantities of ſalt ſpecified in the article of money, debited 
or credited in the * Accounts. 
Adjourned till to-morrow. 


Extract of the T'roccedonge of the 26th Inſtant. 


The Board being met according to their reſolutions of yeſterday, now 
proceed to examine the Accounts, 


Read No. VII. an Account, entitled, The Honourable Company 


«© debtor to Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael Sarkeſs,” 


iſt Article rupees 17,000 This ſum appears to be the ba- 
DEE. 52 610 Ilance of Kaworke's Account, No. IV. 


which has already been under exa- 
mination. 


2d Ditto 4 „ 4% %%/f· 3nn Ito, Ditto, of No. V. 
3d Ditto 577750 Michael being aſked for his crooks 


IE 


of this article, refers to Kaworke his 
partner. This article being recited 


to Coja Michael, he is aſked in 


what manner the: Chief of Dacca 


deprived him of the Run he had 
cleared, | 


He replies, I was deprived of my ſalt farm, and this was the cauſe of 
« my loſing the ground which I had cleared.” 

« Oveſtion, Have you been diſpoſſeſſed by any written order ? 
, Anſwer. No, there is no order. I am not diſpoſſeſſed, but I have no 
influence, and therefore one of the places is again become waſte by the vio- 


lence of the Zemindar. The Ryots have deſerted *. and the land is over- 


run with tygers.” 


th Article Rupees 15,700 The Board then call upon Kifhen 
e Ram, the Naib of Duccan Savage- 
pore, and enquire of him whether 
he can give any explanation? to 
which he replies, That it relates to 
two Churs or Iflands, Churſobce 
and Chur Mohunpore; the former 
belonging to Chund Talookdar, who 
accounts for his Mulguzarry to 
3X | the 


A 


— 

Un 
2 
td 

— 


the Zemindar of Duccan Savage. 
pore. As to Mohunpore, the Ar- 
menians took a Pottah from the Ze- 
mindar for a piece of Jungle land, 
and whether they have cleared it 
away or not, I do not know; he pays 
no revenues. 


Coja Michael hearing this, obſerves that Chur Soobee did belong to 
Chaund, but he bought it of him 3 years ago; Kiſſen Ram replies, That 
he yet continues to receive the rents from the family of Chaund, and is 
not acquainted with the purchaſe, e 


5th Article - Rupees 48,000 This article ſeems not to require 
Y 9 animadverſions, as it is merely a ſup- 
poſed advantage, grounded upon the 
plea of continuance in the farm. 
Upon the two articles ſubjoined 
to this account, it muſt be remarked 
that the demand of 22,000 rupees 
upon a mortgage of the Pergunnah 
of Duccan Savagepore ; and that of 
30,000 rupees upon a purchaſe of a 
| diviſion of that Purgunnah, have no 
| apparent connection with the ſub- 
jet of the ſalt farm. It ſhould far- 
ther be noticed, that theſe claims 
have ſome time ſince been preferred 
to the Dacca. Councils, in conſe— 
quence of the death of Jaffier Ally, 
the late Zemindar, of the z divi- 
ſion of Duccan Savagepore; and 
when the Board proceed to aſccr- 
tain the right of inheritance to th.s 
Zemindary, the validity. of the con- 
veyance made to the Armenians, 
will of courſe come under exami- 
nation, agreeably to a reſolution re- 
corded on our proceedings of the 2d 
March. d 


Read an Account, No. VIII. being an Account between Mr. Barwell 
and the Armenians, ſigned by Richard Barwell, 


The Debit Side. This being acknowleged by both 
18523,500 parties, needs no particular remarks, 
- ii 


t 
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Credit Side, 
1ſt Artiele - <= 20,799 4 This agrees with Michael's Ac- 
| | counts; who being aſked; ſays the 


payment was made through _w 
Holland. 


2d Ditto - = 15,656 12 Coja Michael being rd 
2 ſays this payment was made by a 
Paut delivered to Ramnarain Goſe, 
Mr. Holland's Banyan. 
zd Ditto : 20, 656 12 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. 
4th Ditto — 20,656 12 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. 
5th Ditto 06356 12 | Ditto, | Ditto, » __ 


Mr. Holland begs abs to inform the Board, That he is not particu- 
larly acquainted with the circumſtances attending the payments mad: by the 
Armenians; but is informed by bis Banyan, that ſome of che ſums paſſed 
through his hands.” | 
Asreed, That Ramnarain Goſe be called upon to Aber to the aſſertion 
of the Armenians. | 

Adjourned till to-morrow. 


Extrat of the Proceedings of the 27th Infant 


The Board being met according to adjournment. | 
Ramnarain Gole attending the Por the tollowing interrogatory is put 
to him : 
Coja Michael affirms, that he paid to you in ready money on the ſalt 
account 20,759 : 4, and in Pauts, at different periods, 13,686: 12—and 
20,656 : 12—20,656 : 12—20,656.: 12— What do you know ofthis circum- 
ſtance ? Replies, That it is true the payment of 20,759: 4 was made to 
him; and alſo, he perfectly recollects the receipts of the two firſt mention- 
ed Pauts; but as to the two latter, he does not recollect; they were received 
and delivered by Ramrutton's orders, and are not mentioned in his Ac- 
counts. I received them by his orders, and delivered them to him. 


Coja Michael hearing this, repcats, chat he did deliver all the Pauts to 
Ramnarain Goſe. 


Received Mr. Grueber's anſwer. | 

Ordered the ſeveral anſwers hitherto come to nd be now recorded, and 
that thoſe which may afterwards arrive be annexed to this day's proceedings 
fer the ſake of bringing the whole into one point of view. 
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Mr. Grueber's Anſwer, 


To Mr. Charles William Boughton Rous, Chief, &c. Pr ovincial Council of 
Revenue at Dacca, 


hs ; Gentlenien: © 


I have received your letters of the 17th and 20th inſtant, with their ſe- 
veral encloſures. 

„In anſwer to Coja Kaworke's declaration, that 20 rupees per 100 
maunds was deducted from his advances in the firſt year of his ſalt contract, 
amounting to 12,000 rupees, which he ſays he was told was given to defra 

the charges of the committee who made the falt contracts on the part of the 
Company, in my name, as Chief when at Dacca ; the one for Duccan Sa- 
vagepore, was in the name of Radachurn Dey, on the part of Coja Kaworke, 
for 50,000 maunds, at 80 rupees per 100 maunds ; and agreeable to the 
terms of his contract, he was to have an advance of 25 rupees per 100 
maunds for any quantity of ſurplus ſalt he delivered; and in conſequence of 
his private engagements with the committee in my name, to deliver 60,000 
maunds at 60 rupees per 100 maunds, I paid him. the full amount of 
50,000 maunds, at 60 rupees per 100 maunds, and for the remaining 
10,000 maunds (which completed the 60,000 maunds), I paid him 85 
rupees per loo maunds, and the difference of the ſum received by Coja 
Kaworke, and his contract with the Company, is as follows, viz. 

Difference of the price of his contract with the Company for 
50,000 maunds, and his private agreement for the ſame quantity 

rupees 10,000 
Difference between the additional price the Company engaged to 


give for any ſurplus ſalt, and the price paid Coja Kaworke for the 
10,000 maunds, being 20 rupees per 100 maunds, is 


2,000 


12, 000 


which ſum I paid the committee at their requeſt before their departure from 

Dacca, and reimburſed myſelf out of the advances directed to be iſſued for 
the proviſion of the ſalt; farthermore, Coja Kaworke readily conſented to 
the deduction of 12,000 rupees being made out of his advances, and during 
my Chietſhip he never expreſſed the leaſt diſſatisfaction, 

In anſwer to Coja Kaworke's declaration reſpecting the 10,000 maunds 
of ſalt he affirms to have delivered me, I candidly acknowledge to have 
received that quantity jointly with other gentlemen of the factory, in con- 
iequence of his offer to provide the above quantity at 60 rupees per 100 
maunds, the amount of which I paid him in two Kilts; and the only bene- 
ft I reaped from this joint tranſaction, was 3 annas 3 pice, being my pro- 


portion 
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portion of 16 excluſive of the above 10,000 maunds, he made me an offer 


of a further ſurplus, which I refuſed to accept, | 
&« Permit me to obſerve, that before this branch of trade was taken by 
the Company, the Chief, 8c. reaped a conſiderable profit from this article, 
in proportion to their ſtations, I therefore thought ſome ſmall advantage 
might be admitted, in compenſation of being deprived of this valuable 
branch of trade, as a perquilite of my ſtation, though not avowedly ; and in 
this light I viewed it, I preſume it could not be imagined I could ſupport 
my ftation with the neceſſary dignity on my ſalary, much leſs enable me to 
lay up a ſufficiency to return to my native country after many years ſervice; 
ſuffering the numberleſs inconveniences attending the ſeverity of this cli- 
mate, I conſidered that emoluments were reaped in all offices, and this 
trifling one as ſuch annexed to mine; I therefore beneficed thereby with leſs 


ſcruple, and admitted the gentlemen of the factory to ſhare the concern 
with me. ; N bs 1 
« flatter myſelf after this fair repreſentation of matters of fact, I ſhall 


not be liable to reprehenſion either from my ſuperiors in India, or my 
Honourable Maſters, for no doubt they are ſenſible the expences un- 
avoidably attending my ſtation, were great in compariſon to my 
ſalary. = Santee > 

0 7 I am, Gentlemen, 

acca, April 29, | | 25 . | #1 
NIN Sha Tour moſt obedient ſervant, 


(Signed) NicnoLas GR VEBER,” 


Mr. Holland's Anſever. 


% Tn vindication of my conduct for having received a proportion of the 


10,000 maunds of ſalt Coja Kaworke affirms to have delivered to the gen- 
tlemen of the Dacca factory, I have only to urge, that when the Company 


made a monopoly of the ſalt, I was informed that a general concern for the 


advantage of the ſervants ſtationed at this factory was to take place, and that 
my proportion as an aſl ſtant, was to be fix pice; ſoon after Tilluck Mul- 


lick, the Chief's Banian, called on me for my ſhare of the advances, which. 


I accordingly made to him; and at the expiration of about 17 or 18 


months, received an order for the delivery of 312 maunds 20 ſeer of ſalt; 
but I can with truth declare, that I did not know I was to have received 
jalt, nor in what manner my profits were to ariſe, having had no part in 
the management of the concern; indeed my chief inducement for entering 


into it was, becaule of its being general, more than from any advantage 1 


expected to derive from it; having from my firſt arrival in India been in 


eaſy circumſtances, I never eſteemed it an object; I flatter myſelf therefore, 
I ſhall not incur the cenſure of my ſuperiors, on account of a tranſaction 
1 8 N that 
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chat 1 deemed, at the time of engaging in it, of ſo immaterial im- 
portance. | 


Dacca, April 24, . | "7 | 
1775. g „ (Signed) WILLIAM HoLLAnD,” 


A. Halliburton 9 Anſe Wer. 


What I have to offer in juſtification of myſelf with regard to my hav- 
ing held a ſhare of fix pice in the 10,000 maunds of ſalt, declared to have 
been delivered to the gentlemen of this factory by Coja Kaworke is, that 
upon the Company's taking the ſalt buſineſs into their own hands, it was 
made known to me, that as an aſſiſtant I was entitled to hold a ſmall ſhare 
in a common concern, which was ſet on foot for the benefit of all the ſer— 
vants of this factory; Tilluck Mullick, brother to the Duan of this pro- 
vince, having the management of the concern, I paid my proportion of 
the advances into his hands when called upon; although 1 can aver that I 
was then entirely ignorant of the nature of the concern, nor did I know 
that ſalt was to be delivered to me in return till upwards of a year and a 
half afterwards, when notice was given me. to apply for my dividend, 
which was paid me in ſalt. The proportion aſſigned me was fo rrifling, 
that I never conſidered it as an object of attention; and had it been more 
conſiderable, I ſhould not have entertained great expectations of gain there- 
from; nor was 1 much deceived by my unfavourable opinion of it, for the 
profits accruing to me for my ſhare were very moderate, when compared to 
what might have reſulted from many other means I could have fallen upon 
to employ my money in that ſpace of time; and therefore, I flatter myſelf, 
I ſhall not be liable to the reprehenſion of my ſuperiors, for having been en- 


gaged in a matter which I all along looked upon with indifference. 
Dacca, 24th Aptil, 


1775. | (Signed) J. G. HALLIBURTCN. 


Mr. Cranufurd's Anſwer, 


In anſwer to the charge of Coja Kaworke, 1 ſhall, to the beſt of my 
recollection, give a candid narrative of the matter, ſo far as relates to my = 
ſelf, When the manufacturing of the ſalt was taken on account of the Com- 
pany, and the Mhals let out on contract; | was informed, that it was in— 
tended the gentlemen of this factory ſhould reap ſome emolument there- 
from, and that as an aſſiſtant, my proportion therein would be ſix pice; 

this 1 accepted, becauſe it was general, and that I might not by declining 
it, appear ſingular, more than from any advantage that could poſſibly 
accrue to me from ſo trifling a concern, which, in any other light, was not 
an object deſerving my attention. Here the matter reſted until the month 
of September laſt, (near two years after Tilluck Mullick, the Chief's 


Banian, 
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Banian, had drawn on me for my proportion of advances) when I received 
an order from the drawn on Coja Kaworke, for the delivery of 312 
maunds 20 ſeers of ſalt, for which he accounted with me-at the rate of 150 
rupees per 100 maunds. The foregoing, I declare, is all I know of this unfor- 
tunate affair, for I am to this day entirely ignorant how the buſineſs was 
conducted, nor did I ever interfere therein; J cannot conclude, without 
expreſſing my hope, that I ſhall not incur the diſpleaſure of my ſuperiors, 


or draw any reflection on my character by my conduct an this occafion,. as 
T can ſafely aver, it was not influenced by any ſiniſter motive, but on a ſup- 


poſition, that. whatever advantage accrued from the concern would be 
juſtifiable.. . 


| (Signed) | RoBERT CRAvFURD.,”” 
| Dacca, 24th April, 1775. 


Mr. Legh's Anſwer, 
To Charles William Boughton Rous, Chief, Sc. Provincial Council at Dacca. 


« Gentlemen, | ITED 
« 1-have the favour of your letter of April the 2oth, together with the 
extract encloſed; with reſpect to the requiſition herein contained, I have 
only to ſay, in reply, that I am indebted for the ſhare I have had in this 
| buſineſs, to the indulgence of the Chief; was at the time wholly unac- 
quainted with the nature thereof, and have had no concern whatever in its 
management. The ſum advanced, gentlemen, at different periods by me, 
is Arcot rupees 3,046 14, and have had return in caſh, Arcot rupees 
1,501 9, and ſalt maunds 781 10. 7 
I am, Gentlemen, . 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 

Dacca, 27th April, 1775. | (Signed) Thomas Leon.” 


Mr. Day's Anſeber. 
To William Boughton. Nous, Eq; Chief, Sc. Provincial Council at Dacca. 


« Gentlemen, _ | | 
In reply to your letter, encloſing extract of a letter from the Governor 


General and Council, I have to inform you, that I received a ſmall pro- 


portion of ſalt as a conſideration, publicly allowed to the Dacca factory, 
through the Chief, which I accepted of, without imagining it to be an im- 
proper profit, and (being but a trifle) that 1t would ever bave become a 
a a ſubject of future diſcuſſion. Zn 
x I am, Gentlemen, | 

Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 


Dacca, 26th April, 1773. (Signed)  MarTruiw Day,” 


9 


Rev. Conſ. 


zoth May, 
1775. 
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Mr. Law's Anſwer, 


＋ C. I, Boughton Rous, Eſq, Sc. Provincial Council at Dacca. 


«© Gentlemen, | 
« In reply to your letter of the 2oth inſtant, accompanying an extract 
from the Honourable Governor General and Council, I have to acquaint 
you, the ſhare I had in the ſalt concern was an indulgence of the Chief's, 
I was totally unacquainted with the nature of it, and have not had the lealt 


concern in the carrying it on. I have advanced at different times rupees 


4,875, and have received in ready money 2,502 8, and falt 12 50 maunds, 
| Am, &c. 5 
OY 2gth April, 1775. 5 W | Francis Law.” 


As there remains nothing to be done * the full compliance with the 


| Honourable Governor General and Council's orders upon this ſubje&, but 
to tranſmit the account of ſalt manfactured in 1179 and 1180. 


Ordered, The Secretary to write to the agents, repeating our directions 


upon this ſubject, and requiring as early a compliance as poſſible; and 


likewiſe, directing them to furniſh us with ſuch authentic accounts as they 


can obtain, of the prices paid by the contractors, for the manufacturing of 


ſalt of 1179 and 1180; but theſe accounts not being particularly required 


by the Honourable Governor General and Council, they are not to interfere 


with, or retard, the accounts of the quantity manufactured. 


The Board having gone through an examination of the ſalt account, | 


tranſmitted by the Honourable G wernor General and Council, 
Ordered, The continuance of our proceedings from the 20th inſtant, to 
this day, be forwarded to the preſidency, with the following addreſs, 
A true extract, 


(Signed) 1 Lobo, Secretary. 


Governor General. The Government can know none but the oſtenſi— 
ble farmers; that is, the perſons who have entered into actual engagements 
with it. That Radachurn Dey appears to ſtand in the Council's records, 
as the farmer of Duccan Savagepore and Ramhurry of Selimabad. 


«© Theſe are the oſtenſible farmers, and Mr. Grueber for himſelf, and the 


factory of Dacca, appears to be the real farmers. It is therefore my 
opinion, that theſe perſons ought, in ſtrict propriety, to be called upon to 


fulfil their engagements for theſe farms, and confirmed in the poſſeſſion of 
them. 


lf they themſelves ſhall deſire to decline holding the farm, or ſhall by 


deemed improper perſons for the truſt, I am of opinion, that the farms 
ſhould be let to other farmers ; [ think Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael, 


9 | To 


J ˙ Fs RAT ut oth 


„ 
fiom what appears in the proceedings, to be dangerous perſons to be truſled 
with the management of them, as the whole of their conduct ſeems to 
manifeſt a looſeneſs of principle, particularly in the embezzlement of 


12,000 maunds of ſalt, brought by them to the account of Government, 
aid for by Government, and afterwards clandeſtinely fold by Coja Kaworke 


and Michael.” 


Extract Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 3oth May, 1775. 


The Governor General propoſes the following queſtion for the deter- 
mination of the Board: _ DT. 8 
Whether Radachurn Dey be conſidered as the regular Farmer of Duc- 
can Savagepore, 333 [ 
Mr. Francis, In the examination taken before the Dacca Council on 
the 12th of April, Radachurn Dey, the nominal Farmer, expreſsly de- 
clares, That he was not the real Farmer; that he did not know at the time 
of executing the paper, for whoſe account the Farm was taken, but thar 
he afterwards learnt it was on account of the Armenians, Coja Kaworke 
and Coja Michael; from this declaration, and a multiplicity of other 
evidence before the Board, I muſt conſider this man as having no claim or 
_ intereſt whatſoever in the Salt Farm of Duccan Savagepore,” 
Mer. Barwell. © He certainly is the oſtenſible farmer.” 
The Hon. Mr. Monſon, I think Radachurn cannot be looked upon 
to be the farmer, as he himſelf declares that his propoſal was on the part of 
Coja Kaworke for the farm of Duccan Savagepore, and he has further de- 
clared to the Provincial Council of Dacca, that he had no intereſt or con- 
cernment. The advances for ſalt have always been made to Coja Kaworke, 
or his partner, and it does not appear that Radachurn was at any time con- 
ſidered as the perſon holding that farm from the Company.” 
General Clavering. When the Court of Directors ſhall read the pro- 
ceedings of this Board on the 4th, gtb, 7th, 8th, tith and 18th April, and 
12th May, and the proceedings of the Dacca Council of the 12th, 1 3th, 
14th, 18th, 2oth, and 25th Apiil, they will fee a clear account of all the 
tranſactions of this farm from the time of its being let by the Committee 
of Circuit, to that of its being taken from the two Armenians by Mr. 
Barwell; and in theſe tranſactions they will ſee an epitome of all the tranſ- 
actions of the Committee of Circuit; they will find that a man of Straw, 
one Radachurn Dey, was called forward to take the farm from the Com- 
mittee of Circuit in his own name, but really as the Durkauſt entered on 
the proceedings of the Dacca Council of the 12th declares, on the part of 
Coja Kaworke; whether Radachurn Dey made a private agreeement with 
the Factory of Dacca, does not appear on this Durkauſt, nor in the ſecu- 
_ rity which he gave on that occaſion to the Committee of Circuit; Coja 
Kaworke has however declared, that he did make a private agreement with 


3 1 the 
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the Factory of Dacca, and his evidence is confirmed by Mr. Grueber in his 
letter to the Council of Dacca, entered on their Conſultations of the 25th 
April; I am of opinion, agreeable to the minute delivered into the Board b 
the Governor General, that Government can only know the oſtenſible perſons 
whole names appear in the original writings before the Committee of Cir- 
cuit as the real farmer; that is to ſay, Coja Kaworke who was the ſecurity, 
and to whom all the rights of the farm were ſurrendered by the nominal 
perſon, who was the perſon who received the firſt advances for the ſalt 
farm, from whom the deductions were made to pay the Gentlemen of the 
Committee of Circuit, who fulfilled the engagements to Government in the 
firſt year of the Contract, and who beſides delivered 10,000 maunds of 
ſalt to the Gentlemen of the Factory at Dacca from all theſe circumſtances, 
I think nobody can be the real farmer but Coja Kaworke and his 
artner.“ 80 . | | 
. F Governor General. To me it appears clearly that Radachurn Dey is 
the oſtenſible farmer, and Coja Kaworke the oſtenſible ſecurity of the farm 
of Duccan Savagepore, and Mr. Grueber the Chief of Dacca for himſelf 
and the Factory the real farmer: there is a ſtrange irregularity and obſcu- 
rity in the firſt grants; the contract of Radachurn Dey which appears never 
to have been executed, and is called a Durkauſt, or propoſal, in their Con- 
ſultation of the 12thof April, expreſſes him to be the Agent of Coja Ka- 
worke ; Coja Kaworke's ſecurity, which was delivered and executed in due 
form on the ſame day, expreſſes Radachurn Dey to be the farmer, and him- 
ſelf the ſecurity. I find by the proceedings of this Committee on the 4th of 
April, that a Duſcuck was granted by Mr. Grueber the Chief to Rada- 
churn, dated the 16th of Augun, which was about twenty-five days after 
the date of the two preceding papers, declaring that the farm had been 
made over by Coja Kaworke to Radachurn, and inveſting him with the 
entire property and management of it. I ſhall not attempt to reconcile theſe 
inconſiſtencies, which appear to have proceeded from an entire neglect of 
forms; but I think it is evident from theſe papers, that Radachurn Dey was 
the farmer, and Kaworke the ſecurity, and that both in reality held their 
places and appointments from Mr. Grueber. As I have before ſaid, there 
are many objections againſt annulling any original engagements with the 
oſtenſible farmers, becaule, although in many inſtances it may be expedient, 
or be neceſſary, yet the precedent, if allowed, may revert to the prejudice 
of the Company and the injury of individuals: for this reaſon, I have ſaid 
in ſtrict propriety, Radachurn Dey ſhould ſtill be conſidered as the farmer, 
and confirmed in the farm; but I think his pretenſions may be ſet aſide 
without becoming a precedent, as he declares that he has no intereſt in the 
farm; he ſeems to defire to have no concern in it, and has never been made 
accountable for his engagements,. if he ever entered into any, But as 
Coja Kaworke derived his right from no better authority, I cannot ſee 
what plea can give him a better title to poſſeſſion. If Radachurn is con- 
tinued in the farm, it will in effect be confirming the Chief of Dacca N 
| the 
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the p offeflion of it; this would certainly be improper; the farm therefore 
caght to be regarded as having reverted to the Company; of courſe my 
aniwer to the queſtion is, that he be not conſidered as the regular 
farmer.” 


of the Mhal of Duccan Savagepore. 


Hurry Mullick attending the Board ee; to be orders ſent hit for | 


that 2 he | is examined as follows: 


1 Geniral: Queſtions to ; Harry Nallet. 


80 Queſtion 1. How long have you * Anſwer 1. I have been Dewan 


Reſolved, That Radachurn Dey be not eee as the regula farmer 


been Dewan of the Dacca Council ? 


Ws. Aion 2. According to the 


agreement made with Coja Kaworke 
and Coja Michael by the Committee 
of Circuit, for their ſalt farm of 
Duccan Savagepore, how much were 
they to receive each year in advance? 


« 'Queftion 3. How much did the 


farmers receive in advance the firſt 


year of their contract | 1 


* 


Le, Qleſtion Fo 1 much was 


deducted from the advances in the 
year 1179 15 


6 Queſt ion 5. How was the 12,000 
rupees withheld by Mr. Grueber ap- 
plied ? 

« Queſtion 6. The queſtion re- 
peated ro him, he declares what he 
knows of the application of that 
money. 


ever ſince the month of Cartick or 


Agine 1179. 
* Anſwer 2. 40,000 rupees, the 


amount he agreed to ſupply every 


year by his Cabooleat being 50,000 


maunds, at the rate of 80 rupees 18 


100 maunds. 


e Anſwer 3. They received 


40,000 rupees on account of the 
amount of their contracts, and 
10,500 rupees on 10,000 maunds 


of ſurplus they delivered this year, 
at the rate of 105 rupees per 100 
maunds, including the profit of 25 


per cent. This money was all paid 


by the Chief's Banian, who gave me 
the contractor's receipt for it. 
% Anſwer 4. I have heard, that 
Mr. Grueber withheld 12,000 rupees 
from the advances of the year 1179, 
and only paid the contractors their 
balance, 

„ Anſwer 5. Mr. Grueber is the 
proper perſon to anſwer this queſ- 


tion. 
% Anſwer 6. I have heard, that 


Mr. Grueber received it as for his 
own profit from the contractors, but 


whether he kept the whole of it for 


his own uſe, or gave any part of it 
to others, I do not know; Mir. 
3 3 2 Grueber 


— 2 0 Pg” » * as a: * 
1 — — — IE 2 —_— w — _ > A 
— 4 1 T % 4. — 
4 . * P $8 = p , x 1 * 


65320) 


« Qusęſtion 7. Whether he ever 
heard that any part of this money 


was paid to the Committee of Cir- 


e Fs 
« Ovueſtion 8. Mr. Barwell has 
acquainted the Governor General 


and Council, that Duccan Savage- 
pore and Selimabad are his; explain 


how they came to be Mr, Barwell's 
n= _— 


Grueber can beſt 
ſelf. | 

% Anſwer 7. I heard from Mr. 
Grueber, that a part of it was given 
to the Committee. 


anſwer that him- 


& Anſwer 8. 1 beg to anſwer 
this queſtion, by laying before the 
Board the following ſtate of theſe 
Mhals ; ſhewing the different peo- 
ple's hands they have paſſed through, 


from the time they were let in farm 
by the Committee of Circuit to this 


date. Pergunnah, Duccan Savage- 
pore, on the 16th day of Apin, 
1179, Mr. Grueber granted a Sun- 
nud to Radachurn, on the part of 


Coja Kaworke, giving him a leaſe of 
the Pergunnah for 5 years; which 


Sunnud remained in force 9 months 
during Mr. Gryeber's Chietſhip, and 
5 months 24 days in Mr. Barwell's. 


On the 24th day of February 1774, 


one Ram Kiſhen obtained a Sunnud 
for the proviſion of the falt from 
Mr. Barwell, and kept the manage- 
ment of it till the 2d day of March 
of the ſame year, when Radachurn, 
on the part of Coja Kaworke, was 
reſtored and obtained poſſeſſion; and 


continued to conduct the buſineſs as 


formerly till the 26th of October. 


After this, one Kiſhen Chund Brah- 


min took it in the manner of a 


Cutkenna, or upon an underleaſe of 


3 years, from Buſſund Roy and Kil- 
ſen Deb, and procured a Perwannah 
for it under the ſignature of Mr. 


Purling; however, the two latter 


perſons never obtained any public 
writings from Government. Kiſhen 
Chund has been in poſſeſſion ſince 
the 27th day of October, from 
which period the date of his hold- 


ing the farm commences. Forge 
| EE 
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nah Selimabad, comprehending the 
Mhals of Selimabad, Buzoor Go- 
maidpore, Cherulegh, Mudadea, 
&c. On the 16th day of Agin 1179, 
when Mr. Grueber was Chief, a 
Sunnud was granted for the farm 
of theſe Mhals to Bulleram Batargia, 
who by virtue thereof continued in 
_ poſſeſſion during Mr. Grueber's Chief- 
ſhip ; but ſome time after Mr. Bar- 
well's being appointed Chief, he let 
the Mhals of Selimabad at an en- 
creaſed rate to Joynarrain Goſaul, 
who again re- let it to Coja Kaworke; 
however, neither Joynarain. Goſaul 
nor Coja Kaworke ever had any deed. 
or inſtrument for it from Govern- 
ment. Coja Kaworke maintained 
poſſeſſion in the country till the 23d 
day of October, at which time the 
proviſion of the produce of the 
whole three Mhals was given to 
Ramſoonder Paulet: however, on the 
2d of March, Ram Hurry on the 
part of Bulram Batargia, having. 
procured an order of re- inſtatement, 
Coja Kaworke alſo recovered poſſeſ- 
ſion of Selimabad Mhal on the ſame 
footing as before. In this ſtate the 
Mhals of Selimabad remained; until. 
the 24th of October 1774, when: 
Bowanny Churn underfarmed them, 
in the room of Coja Kaworke, from 
the Sudder farmer, and obtained a; 
Perwannah under the ſignature of 
- Mr, Purling, granting him the te- 
nure of them for three years. The 
Mhals of Buzoor Gomaidpore, Che- 
ruleah, Mududea, &c. were, on the 
26th of November 1774, taken. on. 
an under leaſe of three years, by 
Ramſoonder Paulet, who obtained a 
Perwannah for them, and is ſtill in 
poſſeſſion; it will appear to the 
Gentlemen there, that the Mhal of 
Duccan 


Quseſtion 9. Did Coja Kaworke 
and Coja Michae! fulfil their engage- 
ments with the Company in the firſt 
year of their contract? 


« ᷓQueſtion 10. Did they perform 


their engagements in the ſecond year 
of their contract? 
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Duccan Savagepore 15 at preſent 
held by Kiſhen Chund; that of Se. 
limabad by Bowanny Churn; and 
that of Buzoor Gomaidpore, Cheru— 
leah, Mududea, &c. by Ramſonn. 
der Paulet, which three perſons are 


deſcribed in the Perwannahs they 


received from Mr. Purling, and ob- 
tained poſſeſſion by, to have taken 
their farms from Buſſunt Roy and 
Kiſhen Deb, called the Sudder far. 
mers; but who never had any Sun. 


nuds from Government. Having now 
related what is contained in the re- 


cords of my office upon this ſubjeR, 
and what I know from my own pri- 


vate knowledge; I have only to add 


further, that Mr. Barwell's name does 
not appear once on the records on this 


matter; and that, ſo far as this de- 


tail relates to public tranſactions, is 


taken partly from extracts and me- 


morandums of the records that I 
have brought down with me, and 
partly from my memory, 

& Anſwer 9. Yes, they fulfilled 


the conditions of their Cabooleac 
and Perwannah, 


« Anſwer 10. In the 2d year they 
executed the conditions of their Ca- 
booleat during the time they were in 
poſſeſſion ; bur on the 15th day of 
Phagun, or the 24th February 1774, 


Ram Kiſſen obtained the proviſion 


of the ſalt, and kept the manage- 
ment of it fifteen days; after which 
Radachurn, on the part of Kaworke, 
procured a Perwannah of reinſtate- 


ment, by virtue of which he main- 
_ tained poſſeſſion till the 13th Car- 


tick 1181, or the 26th October 1774, 
and performed his engagements dur- 
ing that time. | 


& Queſtion. 
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« Qusſtion 11, Was Duccan Sa- 
vagepore taken from Coja Kaworke 
and Coja Michael by the Council of 
Dacca, or only by the authority of 
Mr. Barwell, in the month of Fe- 
bruary 1774? 8 oh 


% Oveſtion 12. Are you obliged 


by your office to give information to 
the Roy Royan when a farmer quits 


his farm? 


& Oyeſtion 13. Did you give ad- 


vice to the Roy Royan of Coja Ka- 
worke being diſpoſſeſſed, and a Per- 
wannah being given in favour of Coja 
Kaworke four days afterwards? 


AQueſtion 14. You have ſaid, in 
anſwer to the 4th Queſtion, that 
Mr. Grueber withheld 12, ooo rupees 
from the advances of the year 1179; 
how much was withheld from the 
advances made by the Company to 
the contractor for the year 1180 ? 


done, 


« Anſwer 11, It is the cuſtom of 
the Dacca diſtrict for all Sunnuds and 
Perwannahs to be Tigned by the 
Chief, and ſealed with the Com- 
pany's ſeal; agreeable to which, on 


the 24th day of February 1774, a 


Perwannah was granted under Mr, 
Barwell's, the then Chief's, ſigna- 
tyre, and the Seal of the Company, 
to Ram Kiſſen. The Gentlemen of. 
the Council of Dacca know this cir- 


cumſtance. 


_«* Anſwer 12. When the Commit- 
tee appointed me Dewan, they only 


ordered that I ſhould tranſmit down 


account Jumma Waſul Bakus, ac- 
count receipts and diſburſements, 
and the proceedings of the Adawlut, 
regularly every month, to Calcutta, 
which I have accordingly always 
If I had ever received orders 
to adviſe the Roy Royan upon the 


removal or reinſtatement of farmers, 


and others concerned with Govern- 
ment, certainly I ſhould have obeyed 
tem. | 
„ Anſwer 13. For reaſons con- 

tained in my anſwer to the laſt queſ- 
tion propoſed to me, I did not give 
intimation of theſe matters to the 


Roy Royan; but I muſt obſerve,. 


it was in fifteen days after Nutun 
Kazanchee's diſpoſſeſſion that Coja 
Kaworke obtained a new Perwan- 
nah, and not in four, as ſtated in 
the queſtion, NS er 

« Anſwer 14. The contractor hav- 


ing agreed to provide 50,000 maunds 
this year, the ſum he was to receive 


was 40,000, of which he was ac- 
cordingly paid three-fourths, mak-' 
ing 30,000 rupees, in advance, at' 
two different payments, from the 
caſh of Nutun Kazanchee, according 
to two written orders for that pur- 
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poſe, ſigned by Mr. Barwell. The 
remainder 1s a- balance againſt the 
Company, and has not been received 
by the contractor. I have never 
heard that any part of the advances 
was taken by any perſon this year. 
Coja Kaworke knows himſelf whe- 
Ro ther he gave any thing to any one. 
, Oweſtion 15, As you have ſaid, *© Anſwer 15. The ſtate of the 
in anſwer to Queſtion 10. that the balance of 10,000 rupees is this: It 
contractor had performed his engage- was ſtipulated by the Committee, 
ments to the Company in the two and agreed to on the part of the con- 
years of his contract, why did he not tractor, by a Cabooleat kept in my 
receive the remaining part of the office, that he ſhould receive three- 
advance, viz. one fourth part, which fourths of the eſtabliſhed price of 
was withheld, or 10,000 rupees that the whole amount of his contract, 
you ſaid, in the foregoing anſwer, is upon the ſetting in of the boiling 
a balance due from the Company to ſeaſon, and the remaining one-fourth 
the contractor. after accounting for the complete 
e quantity he engaged to provide, and 
fulfilling the other conditions of his 
contract. The contractor did not 
give in accounts of the quantity of 
ſalt lying ready in the Golahs, and 
in the mean time another perſon was 
appointed in his room; for which 
reaſons the remaining one- fourth was 
„ not paid him. 
He is ordered to withdra cg. 
Queſtion put: How the farm of Duccan Savagepore ſhall be diſpoſed 
of 2 | 


Mr. Francis, © I ſee nothing to alter my opinion which I gave in the 
Committee on the 12th inſtant, viz. That Coja Kaworke, and Coja Mi- 
chael, ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of this farm of Duccan Savagepore, on 
the conditions ſtated in the 10th reſolution of the Committee. I am con- 
firmed in this opinion by the declaration now made by the Dewan of the 
province, that Kaworke and Michael fulfilled their engagements with Go- 
vernment, during the time they were in poſſeſſion.“ | 
Mr. Baruell. As it has been determined by the Board, that the 
oſtenſible farmer having no intereſt in the farm, cannot be conlidered as the 
regular farmer, and of courſe no rights held under him can eſtabliſh any 
preference to his, it is my opinion the farm becomes vacated, and has 
fallen to the Company, and ſhould be kept in the hands of the Company. The 
Armenians, from the ſtatement of accounts, and their own?confeſlion, have 
betrayed the intereſts of the public, by appropriations of the public pro- 
7 perty, 
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perry, in direct contradiction to the tenor of their engagements, for providing 
the ſalt, and delivering the full produce to the Company; and forembezzling 
12,000 maunds of ſalt for which they had been paid, I ſee no particular merit to 
entitle theſe people to the benefits that were formerly reaped by their prin- 
cipals: And as I do not think them entitled to any public rewards, or marks 
of diſtinction for their conduct in the diſcharge of the inferior truſt they 
held, I am againſt the Armenians particularly being employed. I have 
hkewife a further objection; it is this, that by rewarding people in this 
particular predicament, is in fact a declaration to the whole country, that 
the moſt faulty conduct will not only be overlooked, but ample gratuities 
will be given to ſuch as attempt to impeach the propriety of my conduct. 
It will ſeem, I ſay, to carry this appearance to the public; but as to the ef- 
fects it will produce, I ſtand ſecure in my own integrity.“ 0 5 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon. I adhere to the opinion J gave in the 
Committee of the +2th inſtant, That Coja Kaworke ſhould be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the farm of Duccan Savagepore for the remainder of the term; 
and I am the more confirmed in the rectitude of this opinion, as the Dewan 
of the Dacca provincial Council has ſince declared, that Coja Kaworke has 
complied with the terms of his leaſe. I differ in opinion with Mr. Barwell, 
that the doing this man juſtice can be looked upon as a reward to perſons to 
land forth to impeach his government, I think if we were not to do theſe 
perſons juſtice, it would be a ſtrong impeachment of our government. Mr. 
| Barwell's conduct in this inſtance is referred to our ſuperiors, their deter- 
mination will decide the rectitude of his meaſures,” BE Or 
General Clavering,  ** 1, am the more confirmed in the opinion that 1 
gave in the Committee, as Hurry Mullick, the Dewan of the Province, has 
now acquainted the Board that Coja Michael and Coja Kaworke actually 
did pertorm, not only their public agreement, but their private engage- 
ment to the Factory at Dacca; that is to ſay, they furniſhed 50,000 
maunds of ſalt to the Company, and 10,000 maunds for the benefit of the 
gentlemen; under what pretence the two Armenians were diſpoſſeſſed of their 
farms I do not underſtand, excepting it be for the reaſon which they them- 
ſelves give in Conſultation 8th April laſt, that Netteh Kazanchy had con- 
ſented to allow Mr. Barwell 65,000 rupees, inſtead of the annual profits 
on the ſurplus ſalt, which before was paid to the Dacca Factory; I have 
looked over the Conſultations of the Dacca Council, for the proceedings 
on that occaſion, and J have called upon Mr. Sumner, our Secretary, to 
produce them; I defire him now to declare where they exiſt,” 
Mr. Sumner. I have looked over the proceedings, and cannot find 
any mention therein, of the tranſaction the Board deſired me to ſearch 
for.” | hy 
General Clavering. Mr. Sumner's anſwer confirms my aſlertion at this 
Board on the 19th May, that proceedings had been ſuppreſſed ; theſe pro- 
ceedings | find exiſted, by an anſwer that the Dewan has given to this Board, 
to the queſtion, whether Coja Kaworke was diſpoſſeſſed by the Council of 
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Dacca, or by the authority of Mr. Barwell in the month of February 1774; 


that a Perwannah was granted under Mr. Barwell's ſignature, and the ſea] 
of the Company on the 24th February 1774, to Ramkiſſen to put him in 
poſſcſſion of that farm; the inference that I muſt draw from Coja Kaworke, 


having been regularly put in poſſeſſion of his farm, having acted regularly 


as the farmer of it, and from his having fulfilled completely his engage- | 


ments with the Company, and with the gentlemen of Dacca, that the Chicf 
alone had no right to diſpoſſeſs him of the farm, without an order for ſo 


doing from the Governor and Council; and this order I believe Was never 


given to him.” 


Governor General. ] chil the farm ought to be relet; T muſt beg leave 
co obſerve in reſpect to the transfer of the farm from Coja Kaworke to 
Netty Kazanchy, that it appears to have been a private and temporary tranſ- 
action of the Chief, not a public proceeding of the Factory at Dacca, much 
leſs a public proceeding of the late adminiſtration; it cannot therefore with 
propriety be conſidered as a ſuppreſſion mags pa to the late admini- 
ſtration.“ 

General Clavering. © Whether the records of the Council of Dacca, or 
thoſe of this Board, be ſuppreſſed, I muſt ſtill infilt on my aſſertion, that it is 


a ſuppreſſion of a public record; a Perwannah, or a Sunnud ſigned by 


the Chief of a Provincial Council, is a public act, as any other act of this 
Government. It is true, that the Perwannah of Nettey Kazanchy laſted only 
four days, becauſe Coja Kaworke, in the repreſentation that he had made, 
that he had laid out 80, ooo rupees in improving the farm, and would com- 
ply with Mr. Barwell's terms, had another Sunnud made out in his favour, 
ſigned again by the initial letters of the Chief, which muſt be deemed a 
ſecond ſuppreſſion, and an aggravation of the firſt. I have not yet learned 
whether the Dewan tranſmitted a regular accountof theſe two tranſactions to 
the Khalſa ; if he did, there muſt be again a ſuppreſſion of record at this 
Board; if he did not, the Dewan has been ſo far e e om: of his duty as 
to deſerve his diſmiſſion from his office.” 

Reſolved, That Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael ſhould dne the farin 
of the ſalt Mhal of Duccan Savagepore. 

Queſtion put.——Shall Coja Kaworke and Coja! Michael hold ee farm of 
Selimabad for the remainder of the leaſe? 

Mr. Francis.“ Jes, on the conditions mentioned i in my opinion given 
to the Committee.“ 

Mr. Bar well. No. at | EE 

The Honourable Mr. Monſon. © Yes, on the ſame terms that he held it 


in February and October 1774.“ 


General Clauvering. Yes.” 
Governor General. No.” 
Reſolved, That Coja Kaworke, and Coja Michael, do hold the farm of 
Scelimabad for the preſent leaſe. | 
Agreed, 
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Agreed, That we in conſequence write the following letter to the Provin- 
cial Council at Dacca. | 


To Mr. C. V. B. Rous, Chief, and Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 
& Gentlemen, 


« Having reſolved that Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael ſhould hold the 
two ſalt farms of Duccan Savagepore and Selimabad, we deſire you will im- 
mediately put them in poſſeſſion thereof, for the remainder of the term of 
the original leaſe, on the following conditions; that they are to make good 

to the Company all balances which are now due on account of their engage- 
ments as ſecurities for the nominal farmers, and they are to deliver to the 
Company the additional quantity of 10,000 maunds of ſalt annually, which 
had been colluſively reſerved for the uſe of the Chief of Dacca; they are to 
deliver the ſalt at the prices ſettled by the Committee of Circuit, that is, 80 
Sicca rupees per 100 maunds for the Duccan Savagepore, and 110 for the 
Selimabad ſalt, receiving the ſame premium for the ſurplus deliveries, and 
paying the ſame penalty as was then agreed on for ſhort deliveries,” 
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STATE of PRoFITS edel by Meſſts. Van- 
SITTART, BATHOE, HicGcinson, Lewis, 
and FLEETWooD, the Provincial Council of 
BURDWAN, from a Salt Farm in that Diſ- 


— 


Exit of Fort Williom Revenue Conſultations, 1th April 1775. 


GREED, That the following be circulated to the ſeveral Provincial 
Councils, the Chief of Chittagong, and the Superintendant of the 
Collections at Mongheer. 


T o Mr, Charles William Bonughtou Rows, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of the | 
; venue at Dacca. © 


« «Gates. | [ Circular. 1 


Having reaſon to believe, that extra advantages have been enjoyed 
by the Provincial Councils, excluſive of their ſalaries, and that farms. 
have been ſet apart, the profits of which have been, or were intended 
to be appropriated to the emoluments of the Members of the Council, we 
deſire and expect you will give us a fair ſtate of any ſuch emoluments, if 
they have exiſted, or do exiſt, together with the names of the farms, if any 
have been ſet apart for ſuch purpoſes. 


Fort William, * April, 1775. We are, &c.“ ” 
Extraft of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 144% April, 177 Ge 


General Clavering moves, “ That the following letter be written to the 
Provincial Council of Burdwan, which is agreed to. 


To Mr. Edward Stephenſen, Chief, Se. Provincial Council of Burdwan.. 


85 Gentlemen, 


« We deſire you will tranſmit us an account of what monies have been 
advanced to the ſalt contractors, Zemindars, or others in your diviſion, who» 
3 have 


( 542 ) 


have had engagements with the Company for the proviſion of ſalt, ſince the 
year 1772, incluſive; and that you will particularly ſpecify what deductions, 
if any, have been made from thoſe advances, by whom, and on whoſe 
account. We deſire alſo, you will ſend us an account of the quantity of 
ſalt which may have been diſcovered by the ſalt agent, or other perſons, to 
have been ſmuggled, either in Burdwan or Midnapore; and inform us in 


what manner the ſalt ſo diſcovered | to have been ſmuggled may have been 


appropriated. | 
Fort William, 14th April, 97%»: 3 5 We are, &c.“ 


: 
— 3 


Extract of Fart William Revenue Conſultations, 25th April, 1 775. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq Governor-General, Sc. Council of 
Revenue Fort William. 


& Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 
« We have received your letter of the 7th inſtant; in anſwer to which, 


we can ſafely aſſert, that we are not privy to any ſource of advantage having 


been derived to our predeceſſors, in this province, from. an indirect concern 


in the rents of the honourable Company's lands ; and we can at the ſame 


time, with the ſtricteſt truth, aſſure you, that no profit 250 been, or 8 
forthcoming to us, from any colluſion of that nature. 
We are, &c. 1 
| Burdwan, (Signed) EDWARD STEPHENSON. 
33th April, 1775. Joun BATRHOE. 
| ALES. HIGOINSOx.“ 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 


Fort William, 5th May 1775. 
To ſe Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Governor-General, &c. Council of 
Revenue at Fort William. 


ol Hooourdhle Sir and Gentlemen, 


* We have received your letter of the 14th inſtant, and have given the 
neceſſary orders for procuring the information you are pleaſed to require of 


the conduct of the ſalt buſineſs in this Zillah *, which, when received, ſhall 


be forwarded. In the mean time we tranſmit you extracts of our conſul- 
tations of the 22d inſtant, and of this date, on the above ſubject, contain- 
ing tranſlated accounts delivered in by the Dewans, of ſalt advances made 


to the Burdwan Contractor, from the 12th of April 1772 to the preſent 


* Diſtrict. ED 
period, 


n 


period, with a particular . of a difference in the accounts of the 


two Dewans, 
We are with reſpect, & WG. 


(Signed) Ep. STEPHENSON, 
25 Joux BAT RHOE, 
Burdwan, | | A. Hi6cinson, 
24th April 1775. Joux RoseEwELL, 


 MartTautw Dawson,” 
' Extra of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
the 22d April, 1775. | 


Mr. Bathoe begs leave to inform the Board, that the ſalt contracts of Go- 
vernment with the ZeminJar of Burdwan firſt took place in the Bengal 
year 1179: That a ſeparate contract was made for this year; and another 
for the four ſucceeding years, a tranſlation of which is entered on Conſulta— 
tion 13th inſtant: That for the two firſt years of the latter contract, an 
engagement ſubſiſted between him and the Zemindar, whereby the ſum of 
rupees 28,000, or rupees 14, oco per annum, for thoſe two years, was flipu- 
lated to him by the Zemindar. The amount due on the firſt year, Mr. 
Bathoe acknowledges to have received himſelf; the amount of the ſecond 
year's premium was divided between the Chief, and the other Members of 
this Board, in the following ſhares, viz, 


Mr. Vanſittart, Chief, 8. 27ths, or —— Rupees $148 2 

5 Mr. Bathoe, ſecond, 6-27, — iin ? 
Mr. Higginſon, third, 5-27, — 982692 9 
—, Mr. Lewis, fourth, 4-27, — 2074 13 
Mr. Fleetwood, fifth, ditto | — 2074 1 3 


5 


— 
. 


Rupees 14,000 © 0 


The origin and cauſe of this engagement, the time and manner of recelv- 
ing the amount, together with every other particular relative to this Ane 
Mr. Bathoe will prepare and deliver into the Board at their next meeting 
and Mr. Bathoe requeſts that every information given by him on this 
ſubject. be tranſmitted to the Honourable the Board. 

Mr. Bathoe further begs leave to lay before this Board, the original en- 
gagement, which the Zemindar made with him for two years, as above ex- 
preſſed; requeſting that a tranſlation thereof be entered on the proceedings 
at our next mecting. 

Conſul. ation, 24th April, 1775, 

The engagement between Mr. Bathoe and the Zemindar of Burdwan, as 
delivered in at our laſt meeting, being now tranſla ted, is entered as follows 

© [ngage 


654 
Engagement of Meha Rajab Teje Chund. _ 

The contract for the Company's ſalt, in the Pergunnah * Mundlegaut, 
ſtands in my name from the beginning of the year 80, to the end of the 
year 83, being 4 years. The original contract of laſt year, exceeded, by a 
very conſiderable quantity, the ſalt manufactured in the Pergunnah ; and 
the contract price alſo in the SudderF, and that in the Mofuſſul +, was the 
ſame. Through Mr. Bathoe's favour, all thoſe difficulties have been re- 
moved: The contract now ſtands for 150,000 maunds of 82 Sicca weight, 
and the price hath been increaſed 10 rupees 7 annas per hundred maunds ; 
therefore, from my own free will, agree to give to that gentleman 28,000 
rupees, as profits for two years, to be paid in 1180 and 1181, I am an- 
ſwerable for the Mofuſſul profit or loſs, and alſo for its balances ; that gen- 
tleman has no concern therein, 

Dated the 8th Sauwun, 1180, 


Mr. Bathoe, in purſuance of his declaration, entered on our laſt con. 
ſultation, now lays before the Board the following information relative to 
the above engagement, 


de In the Bengal year 1179, the Zemindar of Burdwan entered into an 
agreement with Government, for the proviſion of 185,000 maunds of ſalt, 
Bangha weight, or Buzar maunds 260,156; a quantity nearly equal to twice 
the actual produce of the ſalt mahlsF in this province. To this engagement 
there was not affixed any penalty on failure; nor did it ſpecify any periods of 
delivery. On my receiving charge of the Burdwan collectorſhip, on the 
commencement of the year 1180, I pointed out the defects in this deed, 
which ſeemed a burden on the Zemindar, and wanting in proper ſecurity to 
Government. The Zemindarry Dewany was then at the Preſidency, when 
this agreement was cancelled, and a regular contract executed by him, for 
the delivery, in that year, of one lack of ſalt, Bangha weight. At the ſame 
time alſo, another contract was ſeparately executed by him, in the name of 
the Zemindar, for the annual delivery of 150,000 maunds, of Buzar weight, 
in the four enſuing years, to be paid for at the rate of 75 Sicca rupees per 
hundred maunds, which was an enhance on the contract price of 1179. On 
the return of the Zemindarry Dewan to Burdwan, he expreſſed a grateful. 
ſenſe of the ſervice which had been rendered the Zemindar, through my in- 
terceſſion, and offered to relinquiſh to me his engagement with Government, 
for the years 1180 and 1181. This I rejected, being determined that no 
perſons, on my part, ſhould be ſtationed in the diſtricts, on any commer- 
cial concern whatever, during my reſidence in the province. Some time 


* Diſtrict of Mundlegaut. + The price paid by Government to the Zemindar was 
the ſame that he allowed to the perſon who provided the ſalt, 1 Lands producing fait, 
$ The Zemindar's Treaſurer, 


« 


afterwards, 


( 545 ) 
afterwards, the Dewan revived the ſubject, then voluntarily offering to cede 
to me a premium, on the contract of 1180 and 1181; the adjuſtment of 
which point, I referred to the deciſion. of Shaum Chatargee, the farmer of 
Mundulgaut, a man, converſant in the buſineſs of the ſalt manufacture in 


Burdwan, deſiring him to aſcertain what premium the contract would admit 
of allowing, reſerving to the Zemindar a ſum more than equivalent to 


thæ actual coſt of ſalt from the Molungees. He decided the premium. 


which could be thus allowed, at 10. 7. per hundred maunds. An obli- 


gation was accordingly executed by the Dewan, in the preſence of ſeveral 


perſons, and witneſſed by the ſaid Chatargee; copy whereof is entered on 
the proceedings of this day At the time of this tranſaction there was not 
any privacy uſed, nor has it at any time ſince been held in ſecrecy. 
The emolument which has accrued from hence, I have ever conſidered as 
appertaining to the ſtation which I held, and not belonging to myſelf as an 


individual; and therefore, on the eſtabliſhment of the Provincial Council, 


carly in 1181, I made known to the Members of our Board, the engage- 
ment for the ſalt for that year between the Zemindar and myſelf, and pro- 
poſed, that a participation of its advantage ſhould take place. This was 


agreed on, and a diviton of the amount was accordingly made, in manner 


already mentioned, - 

With reſpect to the mode of payment of the annual amount of each 
year's engagement, I can ſafely declare, it reſted wholly with the Zemin- 
darry Dewan to diſcharge it at ſuch periods as beſt ſuited his convenience; 


and 1 do moſt ſolemnly aver, that no deductions whatever were made from 


the advances iſſued from the Treaſury, on account the contracts of 1180 
and 1181, which were duly and fully paid to the Zemindar, agreeable to the 
diſburſements charged hereon, and to the correſpondent vouchers, under the 
Zemindarry ſeal. And I do further declare, that I have never had, directly 
or indirectly, concern in, or benefit from, any of the ſalt contracts ſubſiſt- 
ing in this diviſion, beyond what is here acknowledged, 
Having thus related all information regarding the only commercial en- 
gagement wherewith I have been connected, ſince my firſt appointment to 
Burdwan, I do moſt chearfully ſubmit my conduct herein to the pleaſure of 


the Honourable the Governor-General and Council, flattering myſelf, that an 


agreement, voluntarily tendered, the amount whereon due was diſcharged 

from a fund which could well admit payment of the emolument which has 

accrued from thence, will not be deemed an unwarrantable tranſaction. 
I have remaining only to requeſt the Board will pleaſe tranimit to the Ho- 


nourable the Governor-General and Council, accompanying ſtatement of the 


advances made on account the Burdwan falt contracts, copy whereof, toge- 
ther with copy of the Rajah's agreements, and of my former declaration, as 
it ſtands recorded in our proceedings of the 22d inſtant. 

; 8 (Signed) Joan BATROR.“ 
4 A Mr, 
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Mr. Higgin/on enters the following Minute. 


acknowledge having received the ſum mentioned by Mr. Bathoe at our 
laſt meeting, of rupees 2593, on account the. ſalt of Mundulgaut; and 
I can aſſert, with great truth, that when J joined in the concern, it was on a 
ſuppoſition that it was no breach of my public truſt, but a mercantile en. 
gagement, which was entered into long before the preſent public reſtric- 
tion took place. If I have erred, and my conduct in this inſtance ſhould 
be diſapproved by the Honourable Board, I hope for their indulgence, 
„As our anſwers to the Honourable Board's two letters of the 14th inſtant, 
on the general ſubject of ſalt contracts, and Poolbundee, cannot be com- 
pleted before my ſetting out for Beerhoom, I beg leave to take this oppor. 
tunity of ſolemnly declaring, that, excepting in the ſum before acknow- 
ledged, of rupees 2593, I have never, directly or indirectly, been connected 
with theſe articles, in this diviſion, in any manner whatſoever. 


Burdwan, 


24th April, 1975. | (Signed) ALEXANDER FIGGINSON, | 


'TRe 
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The Burdwan ſalt accounts which were ordered to be prepared by the 


Dewans at our laſt meeting, are now laid 


as follows : 


before the Board, and entered 


A Statement of the Advances iſſued from the 7. reaſury Office to the Salt Contraftor 
of Burdwan, compared with the Accounts of the Cotratlor. \ > 


ADD YAN CB 84:5, 
As per Treaſury Account. As per Contractor's Account. 
Totai ot each! Total of 
1179. |: re., TOS each Year, 
21 Sawun, 2cooo o „ [3 Jawen,.. 20030 "of, 
10 Aſſin, 1500 0 io Affin, 15000 0 
4 Augran, 25000 ' c| 4 Augran, 25000 o| 
5 Maug, 7coco co| | 5 Maug, 45000 cþ|. _ 
15,30, 0 of | looo c A. 
8 Byfaack, 150 0 (jo of 8 Byſaack, 1500 of B. 
. | Th 7 [1,209,000 
1180. | - CCC 
6 Aſſin, 2700 c 6 Affin, 270 e B. | 
6 Cartick, 33000 ((. 6 Cartick, 33000 of B. 
27 Augran, 10000 [ 27 Augran, 10060 c B. 

5 Poole, 14375 ( 84375 o©f 5 Pooſe, 14375 [B. | 
1 — } BY „ nome 84375 0 
1181. | 4 ©: Gs * a 
24 Aſſin, gooco (| Aſſin, 5 oo e. N 

6 Augran, 14702 10 Augran, 14702 10 C. 
1182. | | 1182. | | | 
2 Byſaack, 10000 | . 2 Byſaaek, 10000 of ; 
womans PE {i ede 
5 4 12,79, 077 10 
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che Ne for 


is ſum are in 


1 the Treaſury- 


* ry 


Mce; the origi · 


{Jnals were in the 


Refident's poſ- 
ſeſſion, | 


| B., The re- 
ſceipts for theſe 


ſums are depo- 


{fitedin theTrea- 


tu ry . office, 


eipts of theſe 


Jſums have been 
tranſmitted to 


the Preſidency, 


ji8 part of the 


remittances ac- 


count the re- 


venue of the 


2 3 OoOc | 


year 1 131, , 


The Board obſerve that the above accounts correſpond with each other in 
every article, except the advance under date the gti Maug 1179, which 
ſtands in the Treaſury accounts at rupees 70,000, and in the Contractor's 
account at 43, ooo rupees, the difference therefore is rupees 25,000, and the 
Dewans are interrogated as follows, regarding the diſpoſal of this ſum: _ 

« Queſtion to the Company's Dewan. In the Treaſury- accounts under 
date the gth Maug 1179, or the 18th January 1773, there appears an ad- 


vance to the Zemindar of Burdwan on account of the ſalt contract the ſum | 


of rupees 70,000, and he gives credit only for rupees 45,900; how ariſes 


this difference? 


« Anſwer, Iam ign 


time, 


% Quleſtion tothe Zemindarry D 


ference ariſes? 


N. 


orant of the tranſaction as I was not Dewan at the 


ewan. Do you know how the above dif- 


„ Anſwer, 


. The re- 
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« Anſwer. I gave credit for the amount I received; the remainder of 
the ſum was not advanced me, but I ſuppoſe the Cazanchees are quamted 
with the diſpoſal of the amount.” 

The Cazanchees Mohurer® | is in conſequence called before the Board and 
queſtioned as follows: 

« Queſtion. What is your name? 

6 Anſwer. Ram Caunt. 

AQueſtion. Where is the Cazanchee 2 

e Aꝛxſdver. There is no one here at preſent who acts in has capacity on 
rhe part of the Rajah, the Caarcoon Dutteram Dutt is at Calcutta. 
Queſtion. Where does he relide 1 in Calcutta ? * | 
HAnſwer. I do not know.” | 
Ram Caunt being duly ſworn is aſked the following queſt ons. : 

« Oveftion. It appears from the Burdwan Treaſury- account under date 
the 5th Maug 1179, or the 18th January 1773, that the ſum of rupees 
70,000 was iſſued from the Treaſury to the Zemindar on account falt 
advances, and he gives credit only for 45000 rupees; what! is become of 
the remaining rupees 23, 000? | 

& Anſwer, I will look at my accounts and inform you. 

«. Queſtion Do you remember any thing regarding the diſpoſal of this ſum? 

« Anſwer. Three years have elapſed ſince the tranſaction happened, 
and I cannot recollect without referring to my accounts.” 

Upon referring to his papers he gives the following anſwer: 

HAnſwer. The ſum of 45,000 rupees was paid to the Zemindar, and 
the remaining rupees 25, ooo is inſerted in the accounts under the name of 
Cally Perſaud Bhoſe f. 

« ueſtion. Who was Cally Perſaud Bhoſe, and in what capacity did he aft? 

« Anſwer. He was the Mutſuddy + of Mr. Stuart who was then Chief. 

« Queſtion, Is this all the information you can give Wa the 23, ooo 
rupees? 

4" Anſwer. - This is all.” 

Indarnarrain Bhoſ is called before the Board, and interrogated as follows : 

« Queſtion. What is your occupation? 

& Anſwer. I am a Mohurer in the Treaſury-office.“ 

Being duly ſworn, and aſked the ſame queſtion that was put to Ram Caunt 
regarding the diſpoſal of the 25,000 rupees unaccounted for by the Burd- | 
wan falt contractor, he replies: 

« Anſwer. The ſum of 25,000-rupees 1s inſerted in. account vader the 
name of Cally Perſaud Bhoſe, Mr. Stuart's Murſuddy ; I know nothing 
further regarding the tranſaction.” | 

In compliance with the requeſts of Meſſrs. Bathoe and Higginſon, agreed 
ve tranſmit extract of our proceedings of the 22d inſtant, and of this date, 


* The writer or clerk to the Cazinchee. 
t For his examination, &c, ſee page 571. + The clerk or agent, 
= ON 
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on the ſubject of the Burdwan ſalt to the Honourable, & c. with the fol- 
lowing addreſs *, | 
: 5 A true extract. f 


(Signed) D. H. M Dowal U, Secretary. 


Qaueſtion propoſed. Whether it appears to the Board, that the acknow- ee 
ledgment made by Mr. Bathoe and Mr. Higginſon in the foregoing letter letierof thengrk-. 
of the 24th ullimo, is conſiſtent with the reply made in the letter from the ultimo. 

Provincial Council of Burdwan, to the Board's letter of the 7th April, 3 

The Board are unanimouſly of opinion, that it is not conſiſtent, under- Board's opinion. 
ſtanding that reply to be a negative to the queſtion propoſed to them the 
th April. 2 | 1 F 5 

— General Clavering, © 1 move that Mr. Bathoe be called down to the Pre- Motion for Mr.. 
fidency to anſwer for his conduct in receiving the ſums mentioned in the called to the 
Burdwan Conſultation of the 22d April, in return for certain ſervices ren- Preſtdeney. 

dered to the Zemindar, through his interceſſion in ſettling the contract for 

falt for the years 1180 and 1181 between the Zemindar and the Company, 
and for the inconſiſtency which the Board are unanimouſly of opinion there 

is between his declaration of the 22d April, and the reply made in the 
letter from the Burdwan Council; the Board conſidering that reply as a 
negative to the letter of the 7th April, which required information, whe- 

ther any extra advantages have been enjoyed by the Provincial Councils | 
excluſive of their ſalaries , eden e and 
Reſolved, That Mr. Bathoe be called down to the Preſidency, and that Mr. Ba hoe call- 


the Secretary do write to him aceordingljy. ee 
Asgreed, That we reply to the foregoing letters from the Provincial Coun- Keals wks 
ci] of Revenue at Burdwan as follows: foregoing letters 


| 8 ſrom Burdwan. 
Extratt of letter from the Governir General and Council to the Chief, &c. Pro- 
7 vincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan. 


Being unanimouſly of opinion, that the acknowledgment made by Mr. 
Bathoe and Mr. Higginſon in the extracts, accompanying your letter of the 
24ih ultimo, is not conſiſtent with the reply made in the letter from you to 
our letter of the 7th ultimo, underſtanding that reply to be a negative to 
the queſtion then propoſed to your Board, we have directed Mr. Bathoe to 


repair to the Preſidency, to anſwer for his conduct in the tranſaction. 
Fort William, 8 : 1 
the 5th May 1775. We are, &c. 
* een p 


General Clavering. I move that a letter be written to Mr. Vanſittart in Oenersl Cr. 


the following terms:  ing's motion for 
« That the Governor General and Council in their revenue department Vauſitare rela- 


- 2 . . 9 : , h : 
received a letter from the Provincial Council of Burdwan, conveying ain ment. 


8 action mention 


See their letter in page 542. 1 Ba- 


0. 
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to them an extract of their proccedings, by which it appears from the ac- 


Mr. Francis's 
opinton, 


Mr, Barwell' 8 


opinien. 


knuwledgment of Mr. Bathoe, that the ſum of rupees 4148 2 3 being 
Arths of the ſum of 14,000 paid by the Zemindar of Burdwan to Mr. Bathoe, 

have been received by him. That they are unwilling to give credit to a de- 
claration, however well authenticated, which throws ſuch an 1mputation on 
the honour and fidelity of a perſon who exerciſed ſo high a truſt as Chief of 
that Council at that time from the Company as he did. We think it right 
to give him the information we have received on the ſubject, and beg 8 


favour of him to acquaint us whether 1 it is well founded or not.” 


Mr. Francis. © I agree to it.“ 1 | ? 
Mr. Barawell, I object to the whole motion. I believe Mr. Vanſittart 
to have received the money; the manner in which this comes before us will 


not allow me to doubt it; a letter therefore couched in the terms in which this 


is propoſed, 1 think mult ſtrike him in the light of an ironical reflection.“ 


General Claver- 
in's remark on 
Mr. Barwell's 
opinion, 


The Hon. Mr. Monſun. I agree to the letter being put.“ 
General Clavering. The terms of the letter which Mr. Barwell has ob- 
jected to, as conceiving them to be ironical, ought not, in my opinion, to 
be conſidered ſo by him, when he reflets, that we have now before us a 


letter from the whole council of Burdwan, of the 13th April, declaring, 


that they can ſafely aſſert, that they are not privy to any ſource of ad- 
vantage having been derived to their predeceſſors in that province, from an 
indirect concern in the rents of the Company's lands; and as that letter was 


written in reply to the Board's letter of the 7th April, requiring to be 


 Covernor Gene- 
ral's opinion, 


Reſolution «nd 
letter written to 
Mr. Vankttart 
by the Secretary, 


Letter from Mr. 
Kath oe to the 
Secr: tat Y. 


informed, whether any extra advantages had been enjoyed by thoſe pro- 
vincial Sonne excluſive of their ſalaries, J have hitherto entertained too 
great a reſpect for Mr. Vanſittart to believe the ſubſequent declaration of 
Mr. Bathoe, till it is confirmed by Mr. Vanſittart himſelf. 

Governor General, I agree to the motion, with the exception of the fol- 
lowing clauſe of it, That they are unwilling to give credit to a declaration, 
« however well authenticated; which throws ſuch an imputation on the 
e honour and fidelity of a perſon who exerciſed fo high a trult, as the Chief 
of that council at that time from the Company, as he did ;” becauſe, I 
think, it implies a cenſure upon the conduct of Mr, Vanſittart, at the ſame 
time that we call upon him to account for it, 

Reſolved and ordered, That the letter be written to Mr. Vanſittart, in 
the terms of the motion, by the Secretary. 


Extraft of Fort William Revenue e 12th May, 1775. 
| — 


Read the following letter from Mr. Bathoe to the Secretary. 


( 581) 


To Mr. Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council in their Revenue Department. 
<« I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 5th 


inſtant, and ſhall, in obedience to the commands contained therein, imme- 
diately repair to the Preſidency. 


I am, SIR, 
Jour moſt humble Servant, 


(Signed) Jon Barros.” 


«- 8: 


Burdwan, 


Read the following letter from Mr. Vanſittart to the Secretary. 


7 0 Richard Sumner, Eſq; Secretary to the Honourable the Governor- O eneral and 


Council, in their Revenue Department. 
"I | Ke 


« The information which Mr. Bathoe has given to the Board, of my 
having received the ſum of Sicca rupees 4148 2 3, in part of the Burdwan 
Zemindar's engagement with him, is very true. Soon after my arrival at 


Burd wan, Mr. Bathoe mentioned to me, that the Zemindar who held the 


contract with the Company for the proviſion of the ſalt of that diſtrict, for 

the Bengal years 1180, 1181, 1182, and 1183, had offered him a ſhare | in 

the contract; that he had declined accepting it, and the Zemindar, in lieu 
of it, had entered into an engagement to pay him Sicca rupees 14, ooo in 
the year 1180, and the ſame in 1181: That he conſidered this engagement 
as belonging rather to the ſtation he held than to himſelf; and that as there 
was now a Provincial Council eſtzbliſhed inſtead of a Reſident, he propoſed, 
if I approved: it, to cauſe the payment for the year 1181 to be divided 
amoneſt all the gentlemen. A diviſion was accordingly agreed upon, and 
I received the above-mentioned ſum for my ſhare. As this tranſaction was 
neither a detriment to the Company, nor an injury to any individual, I do 
not underſtand in what reſpect the Honourable the Governor-General and 
Council have judged it to throw ſuch an imputation on my honour and fide- 
lity. If they will be pleaſed to inform me, I will ſubmit to them any fur- 
ther explanation which may appear neceſſary, although the harſh terms they 
have uſed, without waiting for my anſwer, give me liele Encouragement to 
do ſo, 


Tam STRHK: 


Calcutta, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
10th May, 1775. | | = | | 


(Signed) Grorcet VarsITTart.” 


— Dos Away 2 — — or” 


Extract 
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Extraft of Fort William Revenue Conſultation, 19th May, 1775. 


Read the following letter from Mr. Bathoe to the Secretary. 


20 Richard Sumner, Eſq, e to the Revenue Dpa. 
5 81 R, 


« The Honourable the Governor-General and Council having thought 
proper to direct my attendance on them, I have now to adviſe you of my 
arrival at the Preſidency in conſequence thereof, and to requeſt you will 
_ pleaſe notify the ſame to the Board. 

Fam, 00 
Fort William, 14th May, 778. (Signed) Jonx BATHgk.“ 


Exiract of Fort William Revenue Conſultation, 23d May, 1775, 
Ordered, That Mr. Bathoe do attend the Board on Friday next, 


Extratt of Fort William Revenue Conſullation, 26th May, 1775. 


Mr. Bathoe attending the Board, agreeably to reſolution of laſt day, the 
following queſtions are put to him. 

General. Queſtion. You remember the queſtion put to the Provinci- 
al Councils, reſpecting the private emoluments enjoyed by the mem— 
bers thereof. In your proceedings of the 22d April, you mention 
the concern which you had in the ſalt contract Did you conſider the letter 
from the Burdwan Council, dated 13th April, as a full reply to the Gover- 
nor-General and Council's letter of the 7th April, in which they require to 
be informed, whether the Provincial Council of Burdwan enjoyed any extra 
advantages, excluſive of their ſalaries: And further, where it is required 
that the Council of Burdwan ſhould give to the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil a fair ſtare of any ſuch emoluments, if they have exiſted or do exiſt? 

% Anſwer. | conſidered it as a full reply to the queſtion which! con- 
ceived was aſked in it, which I apprehend related alone to the buſineſs of 
land rents; and in that ſenſe it was conceived by the other gentlemen then 
preſent at the Board; although the letter, in its commencement, ſpoke of 
emoluments in general terms, yet 1 conceived the particular queſtion aſked, 
as relative to the rents of lands only ; therefore I thought it, as did the other 
gentlemen of che Board, ſufficient to anſwer it as we did, and that only 
juch anſwer was required of us at that time. 

„ 9-eſtton. In the conſultation of the 22d April at Burdwan, you men- 
tion that you had made a contract with the Zemindar for four years, the 
profits on which, you ſay, on the opinion you took of Saum Chattergie, the 
Farmer of Mundlegaut, would allow of a profit of 28,000 rupecs for the two 


3 firſt 


( 553 ) 
firſt years, reſerving to the Zemindar a ſum more than equivalent to the 
actual colt of the ſalt from the Molungees. You are deſired to acquaint the 
Board, whether, according to that duty and fidelity which a ſervant of the 
Company owes to it, you ought not to have credited the Company with that 
ſum, inſtead of appropriating it to your own private uſe?  _ 

„ Anſwer, If with reſpect to the contract mentioned of four years, that 
means the contract of the Zemindar with Government, it was not made by 
me—lIt was made at the Preſideney; nor did I know any thing regarding 
the tranſaction till after the Dewan's return to Burdwan, On the return of 
the Dewan to Burdwan, he acquainted me that he had entered into ſuch an 
engagement, and propoſed to me to take a concern in it, which I entirely 
declined. It was after this that he made a tender from himſelf to me, of 
giving me a profit equivalent to what he thought a part of the concern 
would yield in the two years only, which I expected to remain in Burdwan 
as Collector; that as I well knew the contract would be productive, if 
properly and carefully conducted, of an advan De, and as it could make 
no difference to the Company whether the contractor received the whole of 
that advantage, or whether a portion of it, at his voluntary choice, ſhould 
be allotted to me, I did not conceive it inconſiſtent with the duty of my 
truſt to accept a participation therein. 5 | 

« 2ueſtiou. Do you remember the perſons names who paid you the ſeve- 
ral ſums ? | WO os ies 

% Anſwer. I do not; they were paid to my Sircar * at ſuch periods as the 
contractor thought proper to tender them, without any application on my 
part for them. J . . 

.** QNueſtion. Is your Sircar in Calcutta? 

4% Anſwer. No. 3 3 5 8 

t Queſtion. Do you know of any Engliſh gentleman holding a farm either 
in his own name or in that of his Banyan, in the province of Burdwan? 
Anſwer. I do not poſitively know of any gentleman holding a farm. 

It has been ſurmiſed that a farm in the Burdwan province was held by the 
ſervants of a gentleman reſiding there, and was in ſome degree under his 
controul. This matter was only known juſt at the time of my departure, on 
a petition that was then delivered into the Board by the perſon who ſtood 
ſecurity for that farm ; who, with the farmer who had ſigned the agree- 
ments, were only known to us, and ever conceived to be the acting and 
reſponſible perſons in the buſineſs of that farm, until the above-mentioned 
petition was entered, which was only a. few days before my departure, 
What enquiry has been made in conſequence of it, I cannot ſay, _ 

1 Queſtion. Do you know who the farmer of Shair Gur is? 

« Anſwer. The farmer of Shair Gur ſtands in the Cutcherryqꝶ records, and 
has ſubſcribed his name to the obligations entered into by Government; his 
name [I do not recollect; I think it is Oodaram Metre, or Gongaram Metre, 
The ſecurity's name is Kinoram Paulet. 

* Another name for a Banyen. + Public Office, 


4 B | 16 Queſtion. 
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« Queſtion. Was he Mr. Fleetwood's B nian? 

Anſwer. The latter has declared himſelf ſo, ſince Mr, F leetwood's 
departure. 

Queſtion. Was it underſtood, when you left Borden: that the Banian 
held the farm for his maſter ? 

e Ayfwer. I could no further underſtand i it to be ſo than from the peti- 
tion which he delivered in. 

© 9yeſtion. In that petition does he ſay that he held it for his maſter ? 2 

00 Anſwer. I don't remember, 

« Queſtion. Was Shair Gur one of the farms for which the Council of 
Burdwan applied to this Board to have a remiſſion of the balance that was 
due upon it allowed? 

Anſcwer. Shair Gur was one of the farms which was mentioned i in the 
liſt which was tranſmitted from the Burdwan Council. 
« 9yeftion, Do you recollect the balance that was due, and the ſum ap- 

plied for to be remitted ? 

« Anſwer. The exact balance I do not een he but the fork which 
was recommended to be granted in deduction for the relief of that diſtrict, 
in conſequence of the failure of the crop from want of rain in the early part 

of the ſeaſon, and to reimburſe the Ryotts F for loſſes they had ſuſtained by 

the incurſions of the Choars“ of the neighbouring diſtricts, amounted, [ 
think, to 3500 rupees. 
0 Oetion. Do you know whether the farm has been relinquiſhed by the 
Banian ? 
« Anſwer. In conſequence of the rejection of the deductions propoſed 
by the Burdwan Board, the ſum aforementioned was brought on for de- 
mand, and immediate payment of it aſked from the ſecurity ; on which it 
was that he delivered in the petition already mentioned, the purport of 
which implied a negative to payment, on which he was called before the 
Board, when he declared himſelf incapable of paying the above ſum ; on 
which he was put under reſtriction, and the farm was immediately declared 
Khas 4. Publication was made for re-letting it, and it was again farmed IF 
| another perſon before my departure from Burdwan. 
Queſtion. Has any, or what advance been made on the farm on re- 
letting it? 

bo Anſwer. It has been relet on a diſcount of 1000 rupees on what its 
Jumma 9 ſhould ſtand for the preſent year; that is, there was a Ruſſud || of 
1500 rupees to have been annexed to the Jumma of the paſt year, according 
to the former farmers agreements; but the new farmer would only give 
500 rupees Ruſſud or iocreaſe, and as he was the only reſponſible perſon that 
delivered in propoſals for it, it was accordingly granted to him“ 

Governor General, © Queſtion. The extracts of the Burdwan proceedings, 
which were encloſed | in their letter of the 24th April, begin with a minute in 


+ The Peaſants. * Banditti, 1 Forfeited to Government, & Its Rent, | An increaſe of Rent. 


which 
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which you inform the Board of the concern which you and other gentlemen 
had in the ſalt contracts, On what occaſion was this minute thus intro 
duced? 

% Anſwer, In conflquenck of a letter received from the Görerno Side 
ral and Council, which required information regarding the advances made 
on account of ſalt contracts. 

% Qusſtion. Did you not make repreſentations to Gerets that the 
former contract was defective, and that it would be proper for Government 
to make a new one? 
* Anſwer. I did not make any public repreſentation, becauſe I thought | 
ſuch would imply cenſure, highly improper on my part, on thoſe who had 

made that engagement. The defects which I conceived to be in it were 
pointed out by private letter, wherein l did not abſolutely mention that a new 
contract ſhould be granted, but that theſe defects ſhould be remedied. The 
defects which thus occurred to me were, the engaging for a much greater 
quantity of ſalt than I was informed the contractor could deliver, and the want 
of expreſſing fixed periods of delivery, or any penalty in caſe of deficiencies. 
AQueſtion. To whom did you make your private repreſentation con- 
cerning the defects in this contract ? 

Anſuer. I frequently correſponded with Mr. Graham and Mr. Law- 
rell, both of whom had been ſtationed at Burdwan.— I did not preſerve any 

copy of the letter which I addreſſed at this time; nor do I recollect to which 
of the gentlemen I mentioned it. 


« Oueſtion. Which was the beſt bargain for Government, the former or 
the latter contract? 

% Anſwer. The latter I conceive undoubtedly, becauſe it was produc- 

tive of a certain profit within a certain period; but by the former deed, 
Government was at an uncertainty whether any profit at all would accrue, 
from the defects which I have already mentioned. 

Queſtion. Do you conceive that if in the former contract the contractor 
had been obliged to deliver a certain quantity of ſalt at a certain period, the 
latter contract would be more advantageous than the former? 

Anſwer. Whatever the contract might have bound him to deliver, I 
am certain he could not have delivered a greater quantity than he really did; 
and I firmly believe, had not the defects which I have mentioned been re- 
medied, that he would not have delivered fo much as he did. 

« Oueſtion. Did you ever make known to Government your ſentiments 
on the latter contract, or acquaint them that you imagined the contract 
would allow of greater advantages to Government, as the farmer had given 
you a premium on it ? 

« Anſwer. It was not my taſk to ſpeak to Government on a contract 

which they had been pleaſed to make themſelves, nor to declare any thing 
reſpecting advantages which were to be derived to the contractor from the 
agreements which he had entered into with them, I conceive that the a- 
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greements having been made with the Zemindar, the profits were his, and 
his right alone, by virtue of his engagements. It reſted at his pleaſure to 
yield to me a participation therein, and which, as I have already mentioned, 
did not deem there was a neceſſity for me then publicly to declare it to Go- 
vernment. | | 5 | 

AQueſtion. Did the Dewan of Burdwan (Bowany-churn Metre) hold any 
farms in his own name, or in the name of any other perſons for his advantage? 

« Anſuer. I do not know of any farms that he holds in his own name. 
The Pergunnah Belliah, a very conſiderable farm, was taken on leaſe by 
his ſon, in the Bengal year 1178, two years before the time that Bowany- 
_ churn Metre was appointed Dewan to the Company, Who enjoys the ad. 
vantages, or whether there are any advantages ariſing from it, 1 am entirely 
a {ranger to. | OL 
60 7 Do you know his ſon? 3 
« Anſwer. It is his eldeſt ſon J am ſpeaking of; I have ſeen him, 

« Oveſtion, What is his name? | 3 

K Anſwer. I do not recollect his name; I think it is Radachurn, or Ra- 
dakiſſen. LY | 35 | 

« Oyueftion, How old is he do you think? 5 

„ Anſwer. I have ſeen him only twice or thrice, and that ſix months. 
ago; I cannot therefore ſpeak with certainty, but I ſhould ſuppoſe him to 
be between 23 and 30. „ FE 

Queſtion. Is Bowany-churn Metre ſecurity for any farms? _ 

« Anfwer. I think not; I am pretty confident that the ſecurity upon 
the Pergunnah Belliah is the brother of Bowany-churn Metre. 
AQueſtion. Did the Pergunnah of Belliah apply for a remiſſion ? 

« Anſwer. It did, and I think the ſum of 8000. rupees was propoſed to 
be granted to it; and that, from the particular conſideration that a. large 
tract of land, formerly a marſh, which yielded to the farmer little or no- 
thing, ſtood rated at a very high Jumma.““ 

General. Queſtion. How much is the annual rent of the farm of Belliah ? 

« Anſwer, I cannot exactly ſay; but it is ſome what beyond two lacks. 

« Queſtion. How much was the balance due fiom that farm to Govern- 
ment when you applied for the remiſſion ? 7 

«* Anſwer, I do not exactly remember; but I ſhould think its balance, 
at that time, was not leſs than 25,000 rupees. OE 1 

« Oueſtion. You mentioned in the minute of 22d April, that you paid 
14,000 rupees to be diftributed amongſt the Members of the Council ;, Was: 
that money paid by yourſelf, or by your Banian ? _ 

« Anſwer, It was paid by my order by a Sircar. 

e Queſtion. Do you remember when it was paid? 

& Anſwer. I do not, without a reference to my accounts. . 
Queſtion. Will you be pleaſed to inform the Board, this day, By a be- 
ference to your accounts ? | * 5 | 

el, „ Anſwer. 
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1 Anſwer, I have not my accounts with me, therefore cannot anſwer 
without firſt ſending for them from Burdwan.” 

Mr. Barwell, * Queſtion, Was the term of the firſt engagement ex- 
pired before the new one commenced ? 

« Anſwer. The term of the firſt contract was expired. It was made for 
one year only. It ſtands in the accounts as the contract of 1179. The ad. 
contract was for the four ſucceeding years. 

« Queſtion. What quantity of ſalt was delivered upon the firſt contract, 

and what on the 2d ? 
„ Aaſwer, There was 130,000 maunds, of 82 Sicca weight, delivered; 
upon the contract of the firſt year; in which alſo the contractor had a credit 
made him in account of 5 per cent. for loſs on weight, as the ſalt had re- 
mained a whole ſeaſon in Golahs ® at his expence. The contract of this year 
was for 100,000 Bangha maunds, or 142,000 maunds of 82 Sicca weight. 

&« Queſtion. Has the proviſion of the ſalt of W * been aus im 
the hands of the Zemindar & 
% Auſiwer. I believe it never was until the year 1179. 

« Queſtion, Who then ſet the manufacturers to work for the proviſion of 
ſult before the contract became the Zemindar's? 

% Anſwer. From the time of the abolition of the Society of Trade, 1 
believe the Reſident made engagements with the Molungees. 

* Queſtion. Was it eſteemed a N trade, and did he engage in it 
to any great extent? 

« Anſwer. It was ever underſtood to be a very r concern MN 
1 have never heard that there was ever a greater quantity "delivered than. 
10, ooo, or 160 maunds, which is the utmoſt, it is ſuppoſed, that Burd- 
wan falt diſtricts will yield, without an exerciſe 'of undue authority over the: 
Molungees: 

« Pueſtion, You have ſet forth in your anſwers, that after the abolition: 
of the Society of Trade, the Reſident of Burdwan, nor being. confined by 
any reſtrictions, engaged in manufacturing the falt of Mundlegaut, and that 
you eſteem it was at that time an advantageous branch of commerce to- 
him. By his being excluded from it entirely, what loſs do you ſuppoſe the 
ſtation of Burdwan ſuffered ? 

« Anſwer. I do ſuppoſe, that making 8 for balances that 
might accrue on the concern, the nett profit could not have been Jefs than 
60,000 Sicca rupees per annum; and this without any trouble or riſk. to the 
concern; as I do believe there were many merchants who would have taken 
the ſalt remaining from the collaries on ſuch terms. 

« Oueſtion. What is the nett profit (by compuration) that has yearly 
*. to the Company, ſince the company have manufactured che lalt, andi 
excluded the chief and every other manufacturer ? 

« Anſwer, I ſhould ſuppoſe their profits cannot be leſs than 80,000 ru- 

* Warchoukes,. + Salt Works, 
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-pres per annum, excluſive of the Government's duty; I mean of the con- 
tract. | 


General. Queſtion. Do you remember how much was paid to the Salt 
Farmer in advance for the year 1179 ?: 


% Anſwer, I think 172,000 rupees, The Treaſury accounts will ſhew 
it exactly. 


« Qusſtion. Do you remember what che quantity of ſalt was that was de- 
livered for the year 1179? 

* Anſwer, I have already mentioned the quantity delivered to the 
Khalſa orders, was 130,000 maunds of 82 Sicca weight; and that the al- 
lowance made on account loſs of weight being carried to the credit of the 
contractor, is alſo conſidered as a delivery. 

* Dueſtion. Do you know how much the 130,000 radial produced to 
the Company? 

* Anſwer, I do not exactly know the amount ſales. 

« Oveſtion. Was there any balance due from the contractor to the Com- 
pany on account of the firſt year's contract; if you know, ſay how much? 
„ Anſtwer. There was a balance, I believe, not leſs than 45, ooo rupees, 
ſtood due on the adjuſtment of the firſt year's concern, which was carried to 
the debit of the Zemindar's account in the 2d year's contract. The cauſe of 
this large balance, when the deficiency in the deliveries was not very con- 
liderable, was owing to the advances having been made on the cial en- 
gage ments for 185,000 Bangha maunds. 

„ Qusſtion. Was this balance in the 2d year conſidered as a part of the 
advance to have been made to him? 

& Anſwer. It undoubtedly was ſo, and as fagks 1 and oder. 
ledged by the contractor's Dewan; and the actual advance iſſued from the 
Treaſury on the 2d year's contract, was only to the amount of 2. 3ds of the 
contract. I adviſed the Superior Council of Revenue of the large ſum out- 
ſtanding in the cloſe of the firſt year's accounts, and received Their orders 
for transferring it's amount to the contractor's debit of the 2d Nn con- 
cern. ; 


© Queſtion, What was the balance of the account on the 2d year's con- 
tract? 
« Anſwer. I do not exact. y remember, but I ſhould ſuppoſe at leaſt an 
equal ſum, as the actual advances iſſued on the 3d year's concern amounted 
only to 64,000 rupees. I remember that this 64,000 rupees, with the 
amount of the balance, came very near equal to the amount of the contract 
for the 3d year. 
Mr. Francis. When Bowany-churn Metre was appointed Dewan of 
the province, was he then, or had he lately been Banian to any gentleman 
in the Company's ſervice ? 
« Anſwer, I knew nothing of him until he was appointed Dewan to the 
Company. 


; „„ « Oueſtion, 


359 ) 


« QNusęſtion. Do you now know, or have you any reaſon to think that he 
| was Banian to any gentleman in the Company's ſervice? EEE , 


« Anſwer. I have heard that he formerly officiated as Dewan on the part | 

of the Reſident at Burdwan ; but in what ſtation he was in at the time of- 
- his appointment, or how: be was conſidered by others, I cannot ſay,” 

Mr. Monſon. ** Queſtion. Who was Reſident at that time?. 

« Anſwer, Mr. Graham at the time that! ſpeak of.“ 

General. Queſtion... Have you ever heard that Bowany-churn Metre 
was Banian to Mr. Graham when he was upon the Committee of Circuit ? 

„ Anſwer. I have heard that he was with him on that circuit, but in 
what capacity I don't Know. 

« Q ueſtion. When you knew that there was a balance due from 
the contractor to the Company of 43, ooo rupees on the iſt year's contract, 
and near]y,. according to your account, the ſame ſum on the 2d year, by 
what rule of juſtice could you think it right to take from the contractor, on 
theſe two years, 28,000 nn preferring your own intereſt to that of the f 
Company? 

Anſiver. Becauſe 1 did not regard the balances thus mranaferred- in any 
degree deſper ite: I did ſuppoſe that the contractor, by compleating his con- 

tract on the 3d year, would fully acquit his engagements with Government; 
and therefore I did not conceive that, in the ſmalleſt degree, I attended to 
my particular intereſt at the expence of that of my Honourable employers. 
Queſtion. Do you think that a. contractor can furniſh as much ſalt 
upon an advance of 64,000 rupees, as if he had 112,000 rupees ? 

« Anſwer. I do ſuppoſe that he ought to do it; as the 64,000 ru- 
pees, with the amount of his former balance transferred, makes the amount 
of the contract, he certainly ought.” _ 

Mr, Bathoe i is deſired to withdraw. | 

General Clavering, ** I move that Mr. Bathoe will be pleaſed to inform 
the Board as ſoon as poſſible, whether he paid the Council of Burdwan their 
ſhares of 14,000 rupees in one or more payments, and the time when he 
paid them. And that the Council of Burdwan be inſtructed to examine 
Mr. Bathoe's Banian, to know of whom he received the 28,000 rupees, the 
different times when he did receive them, and to Whom he paid them; as 

| likewiſe to examine the perſon who paid the money to the Banian, in reſpect 
to the times of payment and the ſums. And that thole papers, which 

have been delivered in by the Rajah of Burdwan, may be tranſmitted to 
the Burdwan Council, that they may examine the hankers and the perſons 
therein mentioned as to the facts alledged.“ 

Ordered, That Mr. Bathoe be accordingly written to by the Secretary and Mr. Bithoe- 

Agreed, That the following letter be written to the Provin:ial Connelly 2s to. 


Letter to Burd- 
of Burdwan. ee 


20 
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To Mr, Edward Stephenſon, Chief, Sc. Provincial Council o He at 
Burdivan. 
& Gentlemen, 

„We deſire you will examine Mr. Bathoe' $ Banyan, to know if he re- 
ceived the 28,000 rupees, mentioned in your proceedings of the 22d of April, 
to have been paid by the ſalt contractor to Mr. Bathoe, the different times 
when he did receive them, and to whom he paid them. 

We deſire alſo you will examine the perſon who paid the money to the 
Banyan, in reſpect. to the times of payment, and the ſums, _ 

We are, Ke.“ 


Fort William, 
May 26th, 1775. 


The following propoſitions made by the General, having been ſent in circulation for 
approval, are here entered, 1 with the mi nutes annexed. 


'That it be Reſolved, ce That the faſt account for the farm of Mundlegaut, 
from the time of the contract being entered into, be made out between the 
Company and the Rajah of Burdwan ; ſuch deductions only to be admitted 
upon it, as are either allowed by an order of Council, or which by the 
condition of the contract are to be allowed.” 

That it be Reſolved, That this contract, together vith the above ac- 
count, be entered on the Conſultations, immediately after Mr. Bathoe' 8 
examination.“ 

That it be Reſolved, That Bowanny Churn Metre, the Dewan of Burd- 
wan, be ordered to come to the Preſidency to attend the Council.” 

I have no objections to the two firſt propoſitions made by General Cla- 
verin 

I object to the laſt, no cauſe being aſſigned for requiring the attendance 
of Bowanny Metre before the Board. 

(Signed) W. Hasrixcs. 


My reaſon for propoſing, that Bowanny Churn Metre may attend the 
Board, is to examine him on the ſalt account, and the ſalt contract, upon 
the applications that were made from the Council of Burdwan, for remiſ- 
ſions of the balances, a part of which balances, it appears from the exami- 
nation of Mr. Bathoe, were to be paid by the Company, for his own and 
Mr. Fleetwood's Banyan beneßt. 


(Signed) 1 d be 
I think that Bowanny Churn Metre ſhould attend, for the reaſons given 
by the General, (Signed) G. MonsoN. 


I agree. P. Francis. 


The 
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The Secretary acquaints the Board, that he accordingly required the at- newan ef Bura- 


= tendance of Bowanny Churn Metre, the Dewan of Burdwan, at the Preſi- wn cla 
dency. ; 129 70 


Tranſlation of a Perſian Tranſlation of Maha Rajah Taye Chund's Cabooleat + for u eva!“ 
the Contrats of the Salt Mundlegaut Pergunnab, c. in the Diſtviit f e 
Burdwan, written the 2 1% Day of Jyje 1180, Beugal Style, or the 3 1ſt Day 
r | 
1 Maha Rajah, Dehrage, Rajah Taye Chund, Bahauder, have farmed 
the Pergunnah of Mundlegaut, &. the ſalt mahl of all the Pergunnahs in 
Burdwan in which ſalt is produced, from the beginning of the month of 
Sawun 1180 to the end of the month of Afar 1184, or for a certain period 
of four years, I will deliver to Government by monthly inſtalments, to be 
fixed by the Kiſtbundee f for each year, 150,000 Maunds of 82 ſicca 
weight to the ſeer, at an even ſcale, or altogether for the four years 600,000 
 maunds, TI fhall be paid for the ſame at the rate of 75 ſicca rupees per 100 
maunds, of which I ſhall receive three-fourths in the months of Sawun and 
Bhadoon, at the periods for making the advances, and the remaining one- 
fourth in the months Maug, Phawgun, and Jyte. I ſhall pay a penalty of 
50 per cent. for whatever deficiency may arile upon my Cabooleat, beſides 
refunding the advances not accounted for, I am to deliver an account to 
Government of whatever ſurplus ſalt Il may be able to make, for which I 
ſhall receive 25 per cent. more than for the contract ſalt. I will not ſell a 
ſingle tolah of ſalt, excepting to Government; if I do, and it is diſcovered 
by Government, it ſhall be confiſcated. I will erect golahs & for the reception 
of the Callary ſalt at Shampore, Saſatee, and other places on the river ſide. 
The expences of boat-hire, &c, and other charges for conveying the ſalt 
and depoſiting it in the golahs are to be defrayed by me. I will ſend for 
people who worked in the Callary buſineſs in the time of the Committee, 
and when private more hands, &c. were allowed to make ſalt from other 
places of the country, and employ them under me where it ſhall be neceſ- 
tary for proſecuting the buſineſs. I will cut canals for paſſing the off. water, 
and raiſe embankments to repel inundations. I am to make applications to 
Government when the buſineſs may require it. The Molungees , Baldiahs, 
and others employed in the ſalt buſineſs, are ſeized upon by Merchants on 
account of old debts, and to be employed in digging and carrying chunam 
or wood ; this ſhall be prohibited by Government. I will pay hire for the 
Callaries according to their number, and the eſtabliſhed wages of the coun- 
try when any leaſe is out. If any balance remain outſtanding in the country, 
Government has nothing to do with it, nor ſhall I be able to demand it 
from the Molungees. 


(Signed) W. CHAMBERS, 
oo P. Tranſlator to the Khalſa.” 


+ Leaſe on the part of the Leſſee, || Agreement for Payments by Inſtalment. & Warehouſes, I Salt Boilers. 
| 4 C | 5 Selt 
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Salt Contractor at Burdwan, his Account. Gd with the Honours 

able Company for he Year 1180. 
| . 
To the Honourable Company for the following advances made to him for the 


delivery of 1,00,000 Banga maunds (or Aurung maunds, of 8 Pos per ſeer, 
1,40,625) at Sicca rupees 93 per 100 Banga maunds. : 


Auguſt 1772, = - - 1 20000 
September LS OUS TT TURE THI e 15000 
November 7 - - - 25000 
January 1773, - - - - . 70000 
April 9 - — 2M 15000 | 
| | 3. 1 ako oO © 


To penalty on maunds 1950. 
Being the amount whereon the Honourable Board of e have ordered 7 
a N on 50 rupees Per 1 100 e to be charged to the contractor 975 0 6 


sicca rupees 1, 45,973 0 © 


BouR PDP WAN. 
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Falt Contractor at Burdwan, his. Account Current evith the Honour= 
able Company for the Year 1180. 


| | | Er. 
By Salt, the amount of ſeveral deliveries made to the perſons hereunder men- 
tioned, agreeable to the orders of the Superintendant of the Khalſa, viz. 
To Philip Milner Dacres, Eſq; zoooo at 662, f per 100 maunds 13226 9g 
To Mr. Darrell, — 20000 - ants; : = 13226 9 
To Mr, Auriol, 20000 - ditto, - 13226 9 
To Mr, Stewart, - 30000 © ditto, - 19839 13 
To Mr. Child, - loooo - Gittoy": 6013 4 
To Joynarraia Goſuall, 10000 = ditto, - 6613 4 
To Durga Churn Meter, 10000 — ditto, - 6613 4 
To Juggo Mohun Baboo, 10000 ditto, 6613 4 . 
3 8 | ee PFs -6:-0 
Maunds of 82 Siccas per ſeer, 1,30,000 | | 
By loſs in weight. | . . | 
For the amount of an allowance under this head to the contraQor as per ſalt 
account A, maunds 6500 at 66 276 per 100 maunds — 5 4298 10 0 
By charges merchandize | 2 g0271 20 
For the amount expence tranſporting the above mentioned quantity to the 
following marts, agreeably to the rates eſtabliſhed by the Honourable the 
Preſident and Council of Revenue. 
lt ST Maunds, 
To Amptah - - = goocoatg1 9 per mille 2062 8 
To Guttaull - - -  _gocooatygs 2 ditto, 1925 0 
To Salnnpoor - - — 5 oo at 40 15 ditto, 2044 0 | 
; h | — — 6031 8 0 
Maunds 1, zo, ooo 
By Balance. | | 
Due to the Honourable Company, amount whereof is transferred to the 
account current for the year 1181 — - 49672 6 o 


—— —— — —-—. 


Sicca rupees 1, 45,975 © 0 


zoth May 1774. | 
19th Jayte 1181. 


A true Copy. 


(Signed) J. BaTHror, (Signed) W. Tavrox, 
| - Collector. Accomptant. 
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The Salt Contractor at Burdwan his Account Current with the Hy 


nourable Company for the Year 1181. 


To the Honourable Company, 


For Caſh advanced to him by order of the Superior Council of Revenue, under 
date the 17th September 1773; being two-thirds the amount of his con- 
tract for the delivery of 1,50,0c0 maunds of ſalt, in the year 1181, at 75 
Sicca rupees per 100 maunds 0 3 


For the amount of balance due on his account current, on account of the contract 


for the Bengal year 1180, adjuſted under date the zoth May 1773 ; 
To penalty on maunds 24000, being the amount deficient in this year's contract, 
as eſtimated by the contractor's agent, at 50 rupees per 100 maunds == 


Dr. = 


84375 0 © 
49672 6 0 


12000 © 0 


— Dnns emma mn 


Siccarupees 1,46,047 6 © 


\ 
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The Salt Contractor at Burdwan, his Account Current with the Ho- 
nourable Company for the Year 1181, jp 


By Salt, | Cr. 


For the following deliveries agreeable to the order of the Superintendant of 
the Khalſa, dated 20th October 1774. 


To Jugmotram - - Maunds 12000 
For the amount remaining for delivery, agreeably to the 38 

eſtimate of the contractor's agents, - 185 c8, ooo 

7 14 F —ů ꝓͤä43ä⁴t—f 

1 25 I, 20,000 


By loſs in weight. | 3 5 
For the amount of an allowance made on this head to the 


contractor, as per his account of ſalt Maunds 6000 
Maunds of 82 Sicca weight 1, 26, ooo at 75 
Rupees per 100 maunds 94500 © © 


By charges merchandize. | | 
Allowed to the contractor on account of Golah Hire, agreeable to the order 
| from the Superior Council of Revenue, dated iſt March 1774. 


On maunds 1,20,000, at three rupees per 100 maunds - >= 3600 © o 
RT, 98100 o 0 
By balance _ 

Due to the Honourable Company on this account, the amount whereof is 5 

trans ſetred io the contractor's account current for the year 1182 * 47947 6 o 

Sicca rupees 1,46,047 6 © 
g Burdwan, 


23d February, 1775. 


(Signed) W. TAvrox, 
| Accomptant, 
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Extraft of Fort William Revenue Conſultations zoth Mey, 177 3.4 


Read the following letter from Mr. Bathoe to the Secretary. 


To Mr. Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Revenue Department. 


«51K, 


e In reply to the commands of the Honourable the Governor. General 
and Council, notified in your letter of the 26th current, I have here to in- 

form you, that the ſecond inſtalment on the Burdwan Zemindar's engage- 
ment with me, under date the 8th Shrawn 1 180, or 18th July 1773, became 
due in all the year 1181; therefore with him it reſted to diſcharge his obli- 
gation in any part of that year moſt convenient to himſelf; and he accord- 
ingly ordered payment of its amount, Sicca rupees 14,000, to be made to 
me at two diſtinct periods, and nearly in equal ſums; and dividends 
thereof were in conſequence made by me to the gentlemen whom I had 
concerned therein, under the following dates, 


The 1oth of October | 
ED 25th of November (1 1 
Fort William, I am, &c. 
29th May, 1775. : | | 
e (Signed) Tous Barroz,” 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, | 300% June, 1775. 


Read the following letter from Mr. Bathoe to the Secretary. 


To Mr. Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor. General and 


Council of Revenue, 
0. 8 IR, 


« Having ſome time ſince undergone the examination for which the Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General and Council were pleaſed to ſummon me to 
the Preſidency, and as I flatter myſelf that the anſwers delivered by me on 
that occaſion have afforded them entire ſatisfaction, I have now to requeſt 
that I may be honoured with their permiſſion to return to my ſtation at 
Burdwan, 

Fort William, I am, 81 R, 


27th June, 1775. You moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


(Signed) Jon Barros.” 
: Agreed 
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Agreed in conſequence, That the following further paragraph be added to 
our letter to Burdwan. | 1 8 C 


We deſite to know if you have received ou 
and if you have, tha 


1 


quiries to us.“ 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor 
Council of Revenue Fort William. 


Ju N r letter of the 26th ultimo +, 
t you will immediately tranſmit the reſult of your en- 


Extra Fort William Revenue Conſultations, the 7th July 1775. 


« Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


Encloſed we tranſmit you extracts of our proceedings on the enquiry 
referred to us in your letter of the 26th Altimo, reſpecting the 28,000 rupees 


paid to Mr. Bathoe 


Zemindar. 


 Burdwan, 


* 


We are, &c. 


zoth June, 1775+ 


Extract of the Pro 


-F 


(Signed) 


general, Oe. 


's Banian, on account of the ſalt contract of the Burdwan 


E. STEPHENSON, 


ALEX. Hi1ccinson, 
JohN RosewEeLL, 
MArr. Dawson.” 


ceedings of the Burdwan Provincial Council of 
Revenue, th June, 1775. 


Mr. Bathoe's Banian attending in conſequence of the orders of laſt Coun- 
cil, is called before the Board, and interrogated as follows: 


iff, Was you Mr. Bathoe's Banian. in the years 79 


Queſtion 


and 80? 


« Anſwer. 


% Queſtion 
« Anſwer. 


tions. 


I have been his ſervant a long time before that period. 
24, Was you at Burdwan when the ſalt contract took place? 
I was, but am not acquainted with all my maſter's tranſac- 


« Oveſtion zd. Did you ever receive rupees 28,000 on Mr, Bathoe's 
account from the ſalt contractor, or any of his agents? 


1 will conſider of it, and in two days will let you know 


« Anſwer. 


whether I can give you an anſwer or not.” 
The Cazanchy not being preſent, his Mohurer“ is called before the Board, 
and aſked, If he is acquainted with the above tranſaction? To which he re- 
plies in the negative; adding, that Dutteram Dutt, the Caarcoon, and 
Ramoo Podar, are abſent at Calcutta, but that they are now on their re- 
turn, and will give the Board the information they require. 


* Writer or Clerk to the Cazanchy, 


4 


Þ+ See Pag: 51. 


Conſultation, 
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Conſultation 7th June, 1775. 


Mr. Bathoe' s Banian attending in conformity to his anſwer, minuted on 
Conſultation the 5th inftant, he Is called before the Board, and the 3d queſ- 
tion repeated to him. He replies, that he did receive rupees 28, 800 Nö 
the ſalt contractor on account of his maſter. 

* Queſtion, What were the di ferent times you neckved the above-men- 


tioned ſum ? 


« Anſwer. I received rupees 14,00 in the year 1180, and the other 


rupees 14,000 in 1181; but I do not recollect the | times of payment, as 
the accounts have been ſent down to Calcutta. 

& Oyeſiion, To whom did you pay the money? 

« fnſwer, I lodged it in my maſter's caſh,” 

As Ramoo Podar and Dutteram Dutt are not yet arrived, agreed, we 
defer writing to the Board till cheir arrival. 


Cenſaltation, 1675 Juve, 1775. 


Ramoo Podar and Dutteram Dutt being arrived from Calcutta, the for- 

mer attending is called before the Board, and queſtioned as follows: 
© Rueſtion. Did you pay to Mr. Bathoe s Banian 88 28, ooo, in the 
years 1180 and 1181 ? 

« Anſwer, Yes, I did. 

« Queſtion. On what account did you pay that ſum ? 

© Anſwer, On account of the ſalt contract. 

Queſtion. At what times did you pay the money? 

4e Anſwer, I will examine my accounts, and let you know.” 

Dutteram Dutt being alſo called before the Board, and aſked the above 
queſtions, he gives the ſame anſwers with Ramoo Podar ; and further de- 
livers in the following liſt of the n and the dates on which they 
were made. 


| In 1180. 
th Aſſim — — 3,000 
10th Cartick — — _ 10,000 
26th Ditto — — 1,000 
| 14, ooo 
5 „„ N 
26th Aſſin — — 8000 
7th Aughum — 6000 
—— 14, ooo 
28,000 


A true extract. | 
2 (Signed) D. W. M*DowaLL, Secretary. 
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(38 
Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 9th July, 1775: 


Read again Mr. Bathoe's letter of the 27th ultimo, and entered on the 
proceedings of the zoth ultimo 
The following queſtion is in conſequence put: 
Whether Mr. Bathoe ſhall be permitted to return to Burdwan ? 
Mr, Francis. J am againſt his returning to Burdwan. 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon. I think he ſhould not return to Burdwan in 
his ſtation. . 
General Clævering. ] am of opinion he ſhould not return. 
Governor. General. I differ in opinion. 
| Reſolved, That Mr. Bathoe be not permitted to return to Burdwan. 
Ordered, That the ſame be notified to Mr. Bathoe by the Secretary. 


And agreed that we adviſe the Provincial Council of Burdwan thereof, 
in the following letter. 


To Mr. Edvard Stephenſon,. Chief, &c. of the Provincial Council of Burd- 


wan. 
9 Gentlemen, 


This ſerves to adviſe you, that we have this day chought proper to 
remove Mr. Bathoe from his leat at your board, 


Fort William, We are, &c.“ 
72 July, 1775 


Examination of Cally Perſoud Bee eller « a Dedudtion from Salt 
Advances at Burdwan, See Page 548, 


Extract of Revenue Conſultations, Fort William, 34 May, 1775. 


The following further queſtions are put to Cally Perſaud Bhoſe. 

e Oueſtion, Was you not Mutſudee | in the year 117 79, to the then Chief 
of Burdwan? 

« Anſwer. I was his ſervant eleven years, 

« Queſtion, Ram Caunt, the Cazanchy's Mohur at Burdwan, has ſaid, 
that in an advance of 70, ooo rupees to the Zemindar of Burdwan, on ac- 
count of ſalt, 45,000 rupees was only paid to him, and that 25,000 rupees 
ſtand inſerted in the account as paid to Cally Perſaud Bhoſe; are you the 
perſon who received that money ? 

« Anſwer, It is not true; 1 never took ſo large a tum, the particulars are 
voluminous, and I will anſwer them in an Arzee .“ 

Agreed in conſequence, That the following further paragraph be added to 
our letter of this day to the Provincial Council of Burdwan. 


„ Sce Page 568. + A Petition or Memorial. 
4 D 6 Having 
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« Having diſpatched Cally Perſaud Bhoſe to you, agreeably to our letter 
of the 28th lt. we direct that you inquire into the tranſaction of the 25,000 
rupees, ſaid to have been taken by him, being part of the advance of 
70,000 rupees to the Zemindar on account of his ſalt contract with go- 
vernment. “ 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, dated the 29th of May, 1775. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor-general, &c, of the Council 
of Revenhe at Fort William. N 


« Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, e 

„ Cally Perſaud Bhoſe being arrived here, we have, in conformity to 
your orders of the 3d inſtant, interrogated him regarding the appropriation 
of the ſum of 25,000 rupees, being the deficiency of ſalt advance to the 
Burdwan contractor in the Bengal year 1179, and incloſed we tranſmit you 
extract of our proceedings on this ſubject. : 


"WE WE, AC: 
a (Signed) E. STEPHENSON. 
Burdwan, -- JohN RosEwELL. 


29th May, 1775. | MATTHREW Dawson. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan the 
19th May, 1775. . 155 


Cally Perſaud Bhoſe attending, in conſequence of our orders entered on 
Conſultation the 1 5th inſtant, and being duly ſworn, is interrogated as fol- 
lows, regarding the ſum of 25,000 rupees deficiency of ſalt advance to the 
Burdwan contractor, as appears from a ſtatement of advances entered on 
our proceedings of the 24th altimo. — 


Queſtion. There appears in the Burdwan treaſury account of the 5th 
Maug 1179, or the 18th January 1773, an advance of 70,000 rupees iſſued 
to the Zemindar on account of his ſalt contract with government, of which 
ſum he only gives credit for 45,000 rupees. The Mohurrers depoſe upon 
oath, that the remaining ſum of 25,000 rupees is inſerted in their accounts 
as paid to you. Did you receive this ſum or not? 

« Anſwer, I did receive it. : | 

„ Queſtion, In what manner was it appropriated ? 

« Anſwer, In 1179 an order came from the Council at Calcutta to Mr. 
Stuart, adviſing him that the ſalt was to be bought for the Company, 
which he was ordered to publiſh, and tranſmit them the propoſals that might 
be delivered in to contract for its proviſion. Mr. Stuart accordingly lent 


a copy of the order to be hung up at the Cutchery . Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, 


* The public office. 
| 4 the 


416 


thc Rajah's Dewan, gave in propoſals, which Mr. Stuart ſent to the Council, 
which meeting their approbation, the contract was given to the Rajah. 
Before this, Mr. Stuart told the Dewan, we on a joint concern have large 
balances in the hands of the Molungees*, which you muſt recover from 
them: this the Dewan agreed to. After the contract had been confirmed 
to the Rajah, and ſome advances had been made, Mr. Stuart ſaid, My ſalt 
buſineſs is all cloſed and the balances ſettled, which you muſt pay me. The 
Dewan replied, Get me an account of the balances, all that are juſt, and the 
Aſſamies F acknowledge, I will diſcharge. Mr. Stuart wrote to his own Go- 
maſtah 4, ordering him to procure and ſend him, with all expedition, infor- 
mation regarding the balance. When Mr. Stuart received the information, 
the Dewan was accordingly made acquainted with it, and he deſired Mr. 


Stuart to take at that time a part payment of the amount, and ſaid, What 


might remain after his Gomaſtah had examined the papers he would pay. 
After this 70,000 rupees was ordered to be advanced for the ſalt contract, 


of which 45,000 was received by the Dewan, and 25,000 rupees kept by 


Mr. Stuart with the Dewan's conſent. Mr. Stuart then ordered me to take 
this money, which I did. Two or three days after Mr. Stuart divided this 


23,000 rupees, and paid to the other gentlemen concerned in the joint 
trade their reſpective proportions, reſerving his own ſhare for himſelf. Some 


days after this, Mr. Stuart went to Calcutta, and the Dewan went likewiſe 


ſix or ſeven days following, where he and Mr. Stuart had ſome diſcourſe 


regarding the 25,000 rupees, when the Dewan denied what he had ſaid be- 


fore, and complained againſt Mr. Stuart at the Khalſah$. Mr. Stuart was 


* 


willing to pay him as much of the 25,000 as he had received for his own 
ſhare, and wanted the other gentlemen to do the ſame; but they would not 
conſent to it. Mr. Stuart, ſome days afterward, ordered me to prepare and 
deliver him the papers concerning the ſalt balances; I ſent for the Gomaſtah, 
and accordingly complied with Mr. Stuart's directions. I heard that Mr. 


Stuart intended giving theſe papers into the Council, So far I know re- 


garding this tranſaction,” 


| Agreed, we addreſs the Honourable the Governor-general and Council of 
Revenue as follows, and inclcſe them an extract of our proceedings of this 


date, on the ſubje& of the 25,000 rupees, being the deficiency of ſalt 


advances. 
A true Extract. 
(Signed) D. H. MDowarr, Secretary. 
* Salt Boilers. + People owing the money. 4 Agent. The Treaſury, 


4D 2 To 


Incloſure. 


6 572 ) 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor-general, Sc. of the Council 
of Revenue at Fort William. 


“ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

For your further information regarding the diſpoſal of the ſum of 25,000 
rupees deficiency of ſalt advance to the Burdwan ſalt contractor in January 
1772, we tranſmit you incloſed, copy of a letter on that ſubject, received from 
Mr. Alexander Murray, attorney for the Honourable Mr. Charles Stuart, 


We are, &c. 
(Signed) E. STEPHENSON. 
Burdwan, | ALEX. HiccinsoN.. 
24th May, 1775. JohN RostweLL. 


MaTTHEw DAwSON. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Alexander Murray, attorney for the Honour- 
able Charles Stuart. 


T o Edward neee, E/q;, Chief, Sc. of the Council at Burdwan, 


9 Gentlemen, | 
« Being informed that a tranſation of Mr. Stuart's while he was at 
Burdwan, relative to an advance for ſalt, is now under your conſideration; 
I therefore beg leave to trouble you with a detail of the matter, as far as 


comes within my knowledge, which may throw ſome light upon the 


_ ſubject. 


% When the Honourable Company took upon themſelves the fole ma- 
nagement of the ſalt trade, and prohibited all Europeans and others from 
being concerned in the proviſion thereof, but by contract for the Company, 
an advertiſement was iſſued at Burdwan for propoſals of contract to be re- 
ceived ; when the Rajah's Dewan, on account of his maſter, propoſed to 
contract with the Company for all the ſalt produced in Burdwan, which 
propoſals were accepted of, and ratified by the Honourable the Preſident 


and Council. At the time of the prohibition of that trade to Europeans, 


Mr. Stuart, and other gentlemen concerned with him, had large balances 


due to them from the Molunghees of that province, which were > contracted 


after the trade had been laid open; and as Mr. Stuart was then about to 


leave Burdwan, he propoſed to Bridjoo Eifſhore Roy, the Rajah's Dewan, to 


take off thele balances, ſince he, as contractor, could collect them with | 
greater facility than any other perſon; which he agreed to, and actually con- 
ſented to the payment of 25,000 rupees in part thereof, out of an advance 
of 70,000 rupees, which he was to receive from the Burdwan treaſury, on 
account of his contract, 45,000 rupees of which Bridjoo Kiſhore received, 
and 25.000 was paid to Colly Perſaud Bhoſe, on Mr. Stuart's account, by 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy's delire ; and it is by this means Colly Perſaud's 2 — 
a8 


(873 } 


has been artfully introduced into the accounts: but I think in the Burdwan 
treaſury accounts for the month of January 1775, tranſmicted to the Ho- 
nourable Board of Revenue in Calcutta, the ſum of 70,000 rupees is there 
Charged to the contractor, a circumſtance which clearly proves he was no 
ſtranger to that part of the tranſaction, though he afterwards found it con- 
venient to deny it, and to deviate from his agreement with regard to this 
balance. However, on receipt of the 25,000 rupces, in conſequence of the 
agreement with the contractor, Mr. Stuart immediately paid to the gentle- 
men concerned with him in that trade, their different proportions thereof; 
and upon the contractor's making a demand of this money afterwards, pre- 
tending that he had not received the full advance that he was charged with, 
Mr. Stuart applied to theſe gentlemen to pay back what they had ſeverally 
received on that account, and to ſtate an account of their balances to the 
Honourable Company, and truſt to their paying them hereafter, as their 
claim on the Molunghees would appear to be juſt and equitable; but to this 
theſe gentlemen objected, and refuſed to refund any part of what they had 
received. In that caſe it would have fallen very hard on Mr. Stuart to 
have paid back the whole ſum. He left no inſ{truftions with me on this 
| ſubject, nor indeed any money to anſwer that purpoſe. I ſhould therefore 
apprehend he conceives that, if the government expect him to repay this 
money, they will be ſo indulgent as to take into their conſideration the 
heavy balances that are due to him from the Molunghees of Burdwan, which 
amount to about double this ſum, and which he could not attempt to col- 
lect without infringing on the Honourable Company's orders, An account 
of theſe balances he has already delivered to the Honourable the Council of 
Revenue. I am, &c, 
(Signed) ALEX. MuRR Ax, 
S Attorney for CHARLES STUART,” 
23d May, 1775. | DI | 
A: true Copy. 
=. D. H. M*Dowar. 


fer ed, That all the proccedings relative to the diſpoſal of the ſum of 
23, oco rupees deficiency of ſalt advance to the Burdwan ſalt contractor, in 
January 1772, be extracted from the records, that the whole may be tranſ- 
mitted to the Honourabic Court of Directors. 


Poolbundy 


1 


Poolbundy hs at Burdwan. 


Extraft of Revenue Conſultation, Fort William, 14th April, 1775. 


MX. Francis moves, that the following letter may be written to the Pro- 


vincial Council of Burdwan, which being agreed to, it is accordingly 
written. 


To Mr. Edward Stephenſon, Chief, Sc. Provieial Council of Revenue at 
Burdwan, 
« Gentlemen, 

« We delire you will inquire particularly and report to us, what ſums 
have been levied on the inhabitants of Burdwan, on account of Poolbundy, 
ſince the 12th of April 1772; and in what manner thoſe ſums have been 
appropriated in each year. 

« We are induced to make this inquiry from a conſideration of the large 
remiſſions of rents, recommended by you, on account of inundations, 
which we conceive would not have happened, if the entire ſums leviedfor 
the repairs of the banks had been faithtully applied to the intended ſervice 
andalthough we do not know upon whom to fix our ſuſpicions, we cannot help 
ſuſpecting that a conſiderable part of thoſe ſums may have been appro- 
priated by perſons in office; eſpecially as we find in the accounts of the 
Raja of Burdwan's late Dewan, that ſeveral fums are therein charged, as 
privately paid to ſome of the Company s ſervants, 


We are, &c.” 


Extraft of Proceedings of the Chief and Council of Revinme at Burdwan, the 
20th April, 1775. 


Ordered, That the Accomptant and Dewan be directed to prepare an 
account of the ſums that have been advanced in the Burdwan Province on 
account of Poolbundy, fince the 12th April 1772; ſpecifying the par- 
ticular amount advanced in each year, the names of the farmers to whom 
it was paid, and the collections that have been made on this account. 


Extrali of Proceedings of the Chief and Council of Revenue of Burdwan, 
26 May, 1775. 


The Board now taking into conſideration the ſubject of the Poolbundy 
advances, agreeably to the Honourable the Soeren and Council of 


* Tax for repairing dams, banks, and bridges. 
Revenue's 


3 
Revenue's orders, contained in their letter of the 14th 2½., the Ac- 
comptant lays before them a particular ſtatement of the ae made on 
this account to each farmer, as directed on Conſultation 20th lt.; but the 
De wan acquainting us that the farmers are not now preſent, although, in 
conſequence of our orders they are afſembled at the Sudder *; Ordered, 
That they be directed to attend at our next meeting; and bring with them 
the following accounts, properly authenticated. 

iſt, An account of the ſums advanced them for the purpoſe of Pool- 
bundy, ſince the 1ſt Byſaak 117 

2d, Account of the diſb: tits made by them. 

3d, Account collections from the Ryots. 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, the 24th Oftober, 1775. 


Read the following letters and incloſures from the Provincial Council at 
Burdwan, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor general, Cc. Council of 
Revenue, Fort William. 


„ Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

* Incloſed we tranſmit you Extract of our Proceedings, on the ſubject 
of Poolbundy advances trom the year 1772 incluſive, fo far as the inquiry 
has yet gone. We are at preſent prevented from proceeding in it further, 
by the abſence of the Sudder Poolbundy Darogah + at Moorſhedabad, 
whom we have ſummoned, and as ſoon as he arrives, and we are furniſhed 
with the neceſſary materials, we will finiſh the inquiry, and adviſe you of 
the reſult. 

« As the farmers have acknowledged their having received the full 
amount of the advances for 1179 and 1180, for which they granted re- 
ceipts, but refute to anſwer to the truth of this aſſertion; we requeit to 
be favoured with your inſtructions, how far we may extend our authorit 
in procuring information from them on oath, as well as from the Daro- 

ghas I. regarding the appropriation of the ſums which they have acknow- 
ſedged to have received. 

« Although we mention a Muffuſſal & ſcrutiny in our proceedings as the 
moſt effectual means of obtaining the information which the farmers have 
refuſe to give us, yet it is neceſſary to point out the bad conſequences 
that would attend an inveſtigation of that nature at this preſent period of 
cultivation. | 

We are with reſpect, &c. 
| 1 E. STEPHENSON. 
the 5th June, 1775. (Signed) ALEXanDeR HiccinsoN, 
JohN ROSEwELL.“ 


* The Capital, + The principal Superintendent of the Poolbundy. 4 The Surverors 
or Superintendents, $ An inquiry made in the country. | 


Extras 
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Exiratct of the Proccedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
. SHE the 31ſt May, 1775. 


„The farmers of the Burdwan Province attending the Board, in con- 
 formity to. the orders of the 26th inſtant, are ind! vidually called upon, 
and the accounts they were directed to bring with them, required by the 
Board. In reply to which, they all of them allege, that they have no 

other accounts than thoſe which were depoſited in the Aumeen Duitore * 
at the time the Poolbundy advances were made, which contain only the 
- ſeveral ſums diſburſed to the farmers, agreeably to the T reaſury accounts. 

The Naib F Dewan lays before the Board, the ſeveral receipts granted 
by the farmers for Poolbundy advances, from the year 1179 incluſive; 
which being compared with the Treaſury accounts, are found to cor- 
reſpond. The farmers are therefore ſeparately aſked, whether or not they, 
each of them, received the full amount ſpecified in his receipt, or it any 
deduction was made from it? They all of them reply in the affirmative; 
but on their being required to confirm their aſſertions upon oath, they 
poſitively refuſe, under plea, that it has never been cuſtomary to ſwear in 
affairs of Government Revenue. 

« The Board obſerve, that as the farmers decline ſwearing to the au- 
thenticity of their receipts, and as no ſatisfactory anſwer can be obtained 
from them on the ſubject of the Poolbundy buſineſs, it will be impoſſible 
to furniſh the Governor-general and Council with the information they have 
required, without a Muffuſſal ſcrutiny ; or, unleſs the farmers are com- 
pelled, by the exerciſe of ſome extraordinary degree of authority, to de- 
liver in their accounts properly authenticated. _ 

„ The Poolbundy buſineſs for the year 1181 coming next under con- 
ſideration, the Daroghas who were employed on the work, attend the 
Board agreeable to orders. 

The firſt Darogha, named Khella Kiſhen Roy being called upon, his 
receipt for the ſum advanced him in the courſe of the year is produced to 
him, and he is aſked, Whether or not he received the whole amount therein 
ſpecified? In reply to this he makes many evaſive anſwers; and at laſt 
confeſſes, that he duly received the ſum for which he gave his receipt; 
but being further urged, he acknowledges that a part < of the amount was 
withheld from him. 

The reſt of the Daroghas being ſeparately called in, and e on 
the ſame point, they all of them, after ſome heſitation, make the ſame 


confeſſion with the firſt; and the following account is formed from their 
ſeveral declarations. 


# The auditor's office, - + The deputy treaſurer. 


Names 


4 


| | | — N Amount A 
| | 3 of the al- of the ſums| ©: 
Names of the Pergunnahs. Names of the Daro-|lowance as adually A 
Shas. gas de. fad to be 2 
X 2 
ceipts. Daroghas.| 8 
, Phat @ Keel Kiſſen Roy | 6,637 5.504] 1,133 
Bilgur - - - Sonker Goſpaul | 3,722 375175 547 
Hurry maul - | [ Ditto „„ 255 5 1 
Mundulgaut - N Nane Roy 35,269] 29,359 5,910 
Gualla Bhoom 8 X 693 | + 
Champanago y 5 BrijooKihorGhoſe 863 5 3,245 2,080] 565 
Bagha =» „„ — 1689 7 
Ballia 3 - Kiſſen Chunder Metre| 2 ,416] 20,416] 4,000 
Chelloah = „„ Toltaram Metre 10,598] 13,670] 2,928 
Toppe Burdah „„ Ramſunder Metre | 11,237] 9,322] 1,915 
Boorſuht "i - .»- |] Kounoy Chatterjee 22,132 18,353] 3.779 
Choumooah oo - Luckycaunt Roy | 4,070 3.378 692 
Toroff Guttaul - 0 Radacaunt Mullick 3,581 3,055 526 
Chundercounah +» | Ditto 1,511] 1,289] 222 
Ramyhatty . - I Sibu Gangolley 1,043 858 18; 
Debdow - . - | Tugulkiſſor Ghoſe 814 666 148 
VVV Beharry Roy 9.183 7,021] 1,562 
Jahanabad =» . - Gour Mukurjea 3»793] 3236 557 
Irſah - WT . 1 _Gour Mullick 1,340 1,132 208 
Manahutſhahee - - Durgaram Kuckeya 1,103 896] 207 
as 2 . 24 1,80, oh 1,24,865 25.145 | 


„ The above account ha Daroghas dochired to be r and are 


- 


ready to {wear to the truth of 1t, 


« The Daroghas being further aſked, 


regarding the appropriation of 


the ſum which appears from the above account to be deficient on the Pool- 
bundy advances; they replied, that they. received the amount which they 
have already acknowledged, from the Sudder . Darogha, to 
whom they gave the receipts. 


« As the Sudder Poolbundy is abſent at Moorſhedabad, Agreed, that he 


be ſummoned to attend the Board,” 


| Burdwan, the oth June, 1775. 
5, The Sudder Poolbundy Darogha, who was ſummoned on the 3 iſt 


ultimo, not being yet arrived, and as there is not a probability of his attend- 
ing ſoon, Agreed, we addreſs the Honourable the Governor-general and 
Council of. Revenue, and incloſe them extract of our Proccedings of the 


above date, on the Poolbundy buſineſs, 


A true Extract . 


(Signed) D. H. M Dawa Secretary.“ 


* Vide Page 574. 
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Incloſures, 


( 578 ) 5 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor-general, 2 c. Council of 
ERevenue, Fori Willian. 


« Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 
* Incloſed we beg leave to tranſmit you further extracts of our proceed 
ings on the Poolbundy buſineſs, which finiſhes the inquiry, ſo far as we are 


able to proceed, till we are furniſhed with your inſtructians in anſwer to 
our addreſs of the 5th inſtant. 


We are, with reſpect, &c. 
(Signed) E. STEPMENSON, | 
Burdwan, | 5 ALEX. Hiccinson, 
Zoth June, 1775. Joan RoSEWELL, 
| Marr. Dawson.“ 


bl 


Extralt of the Proceedings of the Burdwan Provincial Council of n 


16th June, 1775. 


The Chief acquaints the Board, that the Hircarrah ., who went with 


the ſummons to the Poolbundy Darogha at Moorſhedabad, is returned to 


Burdwan with accounts, that he is gone to a place at three wy diſtance 


| from hence, for the purpoſe of celebrating his marriage. 


Ordered in conſequence, that a ſummons be again ſent to the Sudder 
Poolbundy Darogha, directing his immediate attendance. 
The Dewan being abſent at the Preſidency, his Naib + is aſked, if he 
knows any thing of the appropriation of the 25,000 rupees, deficiency of 
Poolbundy advance; to which he replies in the negative: adding, that he 
has written to his Principal for information. 

Duttaram Dutt is called before the Board and interrogated as follows, 
regarding the appropriation of the 25,000 rupees, deficiency of ane 

advances. 


% Queſtion. The Poolbundy Daroghas allege, that they did not receive 


_ the whole amount of the allowed advances, for which they granted receipts; 


do you know what became of the difference? 

« Anſwer, It was paid to Mr. Bathoe, on account of the Þ Caur Connah 
expences, &c. 

*« 9yeſtion. Did you ever hear Mr. Bathoe ſay ſo, or who told it you? 

« Anſwer. Mr. Bathoe acquainted me with it, 

« 9ucſtion. Did you pay to the Sudder Poolbundy Darogha the whole 
of the 1,50,000 rupees, excluſive of the above 25,000 rupees ? 

* Anſwer. Yes I did excepting 201 rupees, which I paid. to Ram- 
rooder Metre, and Mr. Vanſictart's Banyan. 

% Queſtion. Why did you pay that ſum to him? 

= Anſwer, He was Caſh-keeper, and took it himſelf. 


* Meſſenger. + Deputy, t An office or apartment appropriated for that purpoſe, 


4 66 i Queſtion, 


(579) 


&« Oweftion, Was you Poddar * in the years 78 and 79, when Poolbundy 
advances were made to the farmers? 

« Anſwer, I was. _ 

ce Queſtion. Were there any deductions made in thoſe years from the 
advances ? 


« Anſwer. I do not know, the whole amount was paid to Colly Per- 
ſaud Bhoſe.“ 


Ramoo Podar being aſked the ſame queſtions, gave the ſame anſwers, 


Ordered, that Colly Perſaud Bhoſe be directed to attend at our next 
meeting. 


Conſultation, 21ſt June, 1775. 


The Naib Dewan acquaints the Board, that he has received a letter from 
his Principal, directing him to lay before them the account of the appro- 
priation of the deficiency of the Poolbundy advance in 1187, as inſerted 
in the account delivered in by the Daroghas, and entered on Conſultation 
giſt alt. He therefore introduces 1 it erding z and being tranſlated, is 
_ entered as follows. : | 


Account particulars of the advances of Poolbundy in the Burdwan province for 
the year 1180 on account the ſervice of the year 1 181. 


Advanced to the Daroghas on account of repairs in 
the Mofuſſil  — — — | 1,24,90t 12 

Advanced on account of building and reparations, 

For the building a new Adawlet F — — 4,000 © 

For building a new room, and ſundry repairs at 
(Conniantſal) the houſe allotted to the ſecond 6,000 o 

For building a new Godown, and other out- 
houſes, &c. at the factory- houſe — 35098 4 

For building additional apartments, and ſundry a 
epairs to the houſes. allotted Mr. F leetwood, 


r. M*Dowall, and Dr. Hunter — 12,000 ' o 
5 —— 25,098 4 
Rupees 1, 30, ooo o 


The Naib Dewan is queſtioned as follows: 
*© Nueſtion. How came you poſſeſſed of the above account? 


p Anſwer, It was in the Dewan' $ houſe, and he directed me where to 
find it, 


* Caſh-keeper. + Couri-houſe, 
4 E 2 «© Queſtion, 


( 580 ) 


% Oveſtion, As you muſt know that PTE was ſuch an account, where 
fore did you not deliver 1t in before ? 
% Anſwer. I knew that there was ſuch an account, as did alſo the officers 


of the Cuichery, but I did not deliver it becaule I had not the ſanction of 
the Dewan,” 


Conſultation, 26th June, 


Colly Perſaud Bhoſe attending in conſequence of the order of the 16th 
inſtant, is queſtioned as follows : 

Queſtion. Dutteram Dutt and Ramoo Podars ſay, that the Poolbundy 
advance were paid to you from the treaſury in 1178 and 1179, did you re- 
ceive the amount or not? 

« Anſwer. When orders were iſſued to the Podars for the diſburſement 
of the Poolbundy advances, I was directed by Mr. Stuart to receive the 
amount, and diſtribute it amongſt the farmers, which I eee did, 
agreeably to their receipts. 

&« Queſtion. Do you know whether or not any deduRtions were made 
from it? 
Anſwer. How could there be any deduAions made, when the farmers 
gave receipts for the whole amount? 

e Oueſtion. Will {yOu {wear that no dedoRions were made from the 
advances? 

% Anſwer. I won't ſwear, as there are ſufficient proofs without i = 

« Yuejtion, Do the farmers receipts agree with the treaſury accounts? 

« Anſwer. Yes, they do.” 

Mr. Roſewell puts the following queſtion to Colly Perſaud Bhoſe : 

* ANueſtion. The receipts of the Daroghas who were employed laſt year 
have been proved to be falſe, I therefore ſuſpe& thoſe of the preeediog 
years to be falle alſo? 

« Anſwer, If the Daroghas have given in falſe receipts, that is no rea- 
fon why the farmers ſhould. They are all here, and may be examined. 5 


Ordered, That the accomptant be directed to compare the farmers re- 


ceipts of 1178 and 1179 with the treaſury accounts, and Feport to us che 
reſult at our next meeting. 


Conſultation, 30th June. 


The accomptant acquaints the Board, that agreeably to their orders of 
the 26th inſtant, he has compared the receipts of "the farmers for Poolbundy 
advances in 1178 and 1179, with the treaſury accounts, and finds that they 
correſpond. 


Agreed, 


„ 


Asgreed, That we addreſs the Honourable the Board of Revenue, and 
incloſe them extracts of our proceedings on the oy eng bulineſs of the 
1 th, 21ſt, and 28th inſtant, and of this day's date“ 
A true Extract. 
(Signed) D. H. M'Dowar, Secretary. | 


Ordered, That Mr. Bathoe be required to attend the Board. 


Mr. Bathoe attending, is deſired to inform the Board, whether the appro- Rev, Conſolta- 
'  priation of rupees 25,098 4 Was actually made, for what purpoſes, and by 175,“ Oe. 
what authority? 
« Anſwer. The orders reſpecting the inquiry into the Poolbundy diſburſe- 
ments for the three preceding years, arrived at Burdwan before I left it. 
As the diſburſements of the year 1181 had been made under my direction 
as collector of the province, I had prepared an account of the tranſaction of 
that year, and an account of the receipts and diſburſements under the head 
of Poolbundy. I left a copy of the account, with the accounts, to be laid 
before the Board at Burdwan whenever the inquiry ſhould be begun; and a 
particular narrative of the whole tranſaction which I had prepared, | brought 
down with me, with the intention to lay it before the Honourable the Go- 
vernor-general and Council, whenever I might be called upon to anſwer for 
the proceedings of that year. This narrative J yet have, and ſhould be 
glad of the permiſſion of this Honourable Board to introduce it, in vindica- 
tion of my conduct in that buſineſs; for as I was not acquainted with the 
particular purpoſe for which this Hohourable Board were pleaſed to ſummon 
me this morning, I have not brought it with me.“ 
Mr. Bathoe is deſired to ſtep for it. 
Mr. Bathoe being returned, delivers in the following narrative: 

& In September 1772, an order was received at Burdwan from the Pre- 
ſidency, expreſsly forbidding any further expence on account of buildings 
or reparations, in conſequence whereof, no charges were incurred under this 
head until April following; when, on the commencement of the Bengal 
year 1180, the Council of Revenue formed a new eſtabliſhment of diſburſe— 
ments for the Burdwan province, limiting therein the expence for factory, 
&c. reparation, for rebuilding and repairing the public offices, for mending 
of roads, and other temporary ſervices of this kind, to 8,000 rupees per an- 

num, a {um very inadequate to the purpoſes required. The factory-houſe 
had been neglected, and was very much our. of repair. The thatched 
buildings, of which the public offices, and apartments of Mutſuddies and 
Black writers are compoled, were all in very bad order; the roads were 
much decayed, and in ſome places ſcarce paſſable. Theſe were the conſe- 
quences of a very rigid ceconomy in the preceding ſeaſon. The repairs of 
the factory-houſe, with the charge of building a new wall of incloſure 
round it, the refitting of -the thatched offices, the reparation of the public 
roads, and other leſſer ſervices, had expended the ſtipulated allowances for 
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repairs before the year was expired. So that on the appointment of the Pro- 
vincial Council in November 1773, there became unavoidably neceſſary 

ſeveral heavy articles of expence, on account of reparations and additional 

buildings, without any fund on hand for defraying the charge, except what 
could be produced by a vigilant and ceconomical attention to the reparation 

of the Bunds F, a work which was at that time under my controul as collector 
of the province. The plan therefore which had been propoſed in my ad- 
dreſs of the 3oth of January 1774, to the Superior Council of Revenue, and 

approved by them, was carried ſtrictly into execution. h 

«« To effect a complete and ſubſtantial repair of this bulwark to the 
country, was the leading object of attention. To accompliſh the work on 
the moſt frugal terms was a ſecondary conſideration ; a conſtant check on the 
accounts of the Daroghas employed in the Pergunnahs contracts made for 
labour an materials at a cheaper than the uſual rates; deputing perſons occa- 
ſionally into the diſtricts to ſuperviſe and to expedite the work, perfected this 
grand taſk in the moſt permanent manner, 1n leſs time and at leſſer rates 
than what had attended the ſame department of buſineſs in former years, in- 

ſomuch that a ſaving of above 16 per cent. in the ſum of 1,50,000 rupees 
iſſued from the treaſury in a loan to the province, for the ſervice of the 

Bund repairs, was found to have accrued from the meaſures which had 

been uſed in the courſe of the work. 

« The farmers, on being queſtioned before the commencement of the 
rains, regarding thoſe repairs, declared that the Bunds were reſtored to a pro- 
per ſtate of defence; and that it was their opinion, the work which had been 
performed, muſt, from their eſtimate of its expence, have coſt nearly the 
3 of 1, 50, ooo rupees. The event of the ſeaſon proved likewiſe the firms 
neſs and ſtrength of the work, as the violence of the torrents were effectually 
repelled during the whole period of the rains, notwithſtanding that at one 
part of it the water roſe extremely high. : 

A yet further proof of the efficacy of the work then performed is, , that 
a ſum of 50,000 rupees is found ſufficient for this ſervice in the preſent year. 
Ihe Bund repairs for the year 1181 having been thus accompliſhed, 
and a fund of about 25,000 rupees having been created by a vigorous and 
ſpeedy execution of the taſk, joined to a conſtant attention to the principles 

of ceconomy throughout the whole of the buſineſs, an allotment of the 
ſavings in this branch of public work, to other ſervices which were likewiſe 
for public uſe, could not in juſtice be complained of by the Company, the 
farmers, or the ryots. The farmer and the ryot had the fame work done 
for 1,25,000 rupees as they had eſtimated at 1,50,000, and were ſatisfied 
to be taxed according to that eſtimate; they were ſecured from inundation, 
and it was indifferent to them to what ſervices the exceſs produced by ceco- 
nomy was devoted. As to the Company, the additional ſervices which 
were executed by the ſavings from the Poolbundy were their profit. The 

property is theirs, and they were executed WIehqut expence to them; the 
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Poolbundy allowance being only a loan, which is repaid wich intereſt by the 


farmers and ryots. 


elt is well known, that Burdwan is very indifferently furniſhed with 
apartments; ſuch I mean as are proper for the accommodation of ſo exten- 
five an eſtabliſhment as is there ſtationed. The buildings which really be- 
long to the Company are very few, ſo that many of the gentlemen are obliged 
ſome to quarter themſelves in a Seray, ſome in ſmall adjacent retreats, be- 
longing chiefly to the Rajah. The houſe where heretofore the + Adawlet 


was held, became the habitation of the fourth in Council. 


It was therefore 


| indiſpenſably neceſſary that another building ſhould be erected for the 
Adawlet buſineſs, now much increaſed from the extenſion of its juriſdiction, 
A capacious apartment, adapted in every reſpect to the purpoſe for which it 


built. The expence of this fabric, which is 
for the ſervice of the Public only, was defrayed from the ſavings of the Pool- 
bundy fund, and amounted to 4000 rupees. 


« The hook allotted to the ſecond was much too ſmall to afford accommo- 


was deſigned, was accordingly 


dations for the family which was to reſide in it. 


A bedchamber, cloſet, and 


paſſage, were therefore added. The expences attendant on thus enlarging, 
from the above-mentioned fund, a houſe which is the Company's property, 
and whence its value is enhanced, amounted to 6, ooo rupees. 
« The factory-houſe was now to be prepared for the reception of the 
Chief. The timber-work, through the GERFOcUVE encroachments of = 


white ants, was much in decay. 


amounted to 


treaſury, Sicca rupees 


+ Court of juſtice, 


| (Signed) 


he charges of refitting it properly, oo making ſome warn as 
directed by the Chief, were diſburſed from the afore-mentioned ſtock, and 
their amount was rupees 4,098 4. 
The apartments which had been long occupied by Mr. Fleetwood, Mr. 
M Dowall, and Dr. Hunter, were, from the time of putting a ſtop to the 


expences in September 1772, occaſionally repaired, and rendered conve- 
nient to themſelves at their own expence, 


On the repeated application of 


Rupees 


« The total amount of the ſeveral articles of expence 
which have been thus explained, is 


« To which is added the ſum iſſued to the Daroghas em- 
ployed in the Pergunnahs on the repair of the Bunds 
They together compoſe the amount iſſued from the ————— 


1,50,000 


Joux BaTnoe.” 
t A water-courſe, 


theſe gentlemen for reimburſement, they were aſſured, that on ſome fair op- 
poriunity, their expencrs hereon ſhould be attended to, and ſome proviſion 
alſo made for further reparations and enlargements, which they had W 
might be granted to render their habitations commodious. 
4 Theſe charges, together with the expence of throwing a bridge over a 
Nullah 4 cloſe by the town of Burdwan on the Calcutta road, employed the 
reſidue of the ſum which had been ſaved | in the repairs of the Bunds; and 


12,000 
25,008 4 


1,7 4,901 12 
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Mr. Francis. * Queſtion, 1 obſerve that the receipts given by the 
Daroghas are for the whole ſum of 1,50,000 rupees, being the lum charged 
to Government on account of Poolbundy repairs of 1181; but the actual 
expence for this ſervice did not exceed rupees 1, 24, 901 12, I beg Mr. 
Bathoe will inform the Board, whether the whole ſum of 1,50,000 rupees 
was repaid to Government by the farmers, with intereſt upon that ſum; or 
whether they were only charged with the ſum actually expended. * 

* Anſwer. The whole amount of 1,50,000 rupees, which had been ad- 
vanced from the treaſury for the ſervice of repairs in the year 1181, and a 
remiſſion of the preceding years demand under the head of Ruſſud +; toge- 
ther with the premium on the 1,50,000 rupees at 12 Per cent. were formed | 
into one total, and by the Council of Burdwan brought on in public account 
for demand. The farmers at this time requeſted an indulgence of Ruſſud, 
or a remiſſion of part of the amount might be granted to them, until the en- 
ſuing year, in conſideration that many of the diſtricts had ſuffered from 
drought in the early part of the 0 z and accordingly the ſum of 70,000 
rupees nearly was ſtruck off from demand in that year, and deferred until 


the enſuing ſeaſon. Of the remaining ſum the whole amount was nearly 
recovered in the courſe of the year, except the portion which was due from 


Gocul Goſaul, who on this account, as well as on account of his rents, fell 
very conſiderably in arrears. What was remitted in the demand of laſt year, 
has doubtleſs been brought on for demand in the preſent. 

Queſtion. l underſtand by this anſwer, that the farmers were in fact 

charged with 25,000 rupees, and the intereſt thereupon, which were actually 
not expended in the Poolbundy; but that a conſiderable part of the whole 
ſum of 1, 50, ooo rupees was allowed to ſtand over to be collected in the en- 
ſuing year, I do not ſee how the ſaving which Mr. Bathoe ſpeaks of in his 


Narrative ariſes to Government, fince J conſider the ſum allowed to ſtand 
over to the enſuing year, a deſperate debt. 


% Anſwer. | cannot conſider the amount which now ſtands due, on 


account the Ruſſud of the paſt year, or the amount of the advances 
which have been made in the preſent year, in any manner a deſperate debt. 


Mr. Monſon's 
queſtions, 


The farmers have acknowledged the ſum to be due; and the whole, I muſt 
conceive, will be recovered in the courſe of the preſent ſeaſon. Thoſe parts 
of the province from which the greater part of it is to be demanded, are, 
except the diſtricts of Gocvl Goſaul, held by very reſponſible farmers.” 

The Honourable Mr. Monſon. © Queſtion. I think Mr, Bathoe has men- 
tioned in his Narrative, that part a the 25,098 rupees, ſaved out of the 
Poolbundy repairs, was expended on a bridge over a water-courſe near to 
the Factory-houſe. Is there not an annual allowance for repairing the roads 


and water-courſe round the factory- houſe ? 


& Anſwer, There is. 


* Queſtion, Had this bridge been waſhed away, Or r did Mr. Bathoe re- 


+ Incieaſe of rent, 
| port 


( 585 ) 


port to the Board that it wanted any extraordinary repair before he expended 
any money upon it ? 

« Anſwer. The eſtabliſhed allowances, I believe, make no mention at 
all of a bridge. There never had been a bridge at this place before. The 
bridge is thrown over a Nullah of ſome conſiderable width, and ſerves to join 
the road leading immediately to the factory and the road the other ſide of the 
Nullah. It was meant and intended for the convenience of the inhabitants only, 
the farmers all agreed in the utility of it, and they knew from whence its ex- 
pence was to be defrayed, which was the reaſon why I did not think it ne- 
ceſſary to make application to the Board on this account, as it was the 
money of the province expended for the uſe of the province. 

* Queſtion. Is there not an annual allowance for the repairs of the Cut- 
cherry and thatched houſes at Burdwan ? 

* Anſwer. There moſt undoubtedly 1 is z—it forms a part of the eſtimate; 
and which I have alſo mentioned in oy Narrative, to be inadequate to the 
requiſite repairs of that year. | 

Queſtion. There is likewiſe a monthly allowance for the repairs of the 
| houſes of the gentlemen ? 

60 Anſwer, Yes, eſtimated at 5,000 rupees per a annum; and which | have 
mentioned in my Narrative, had been entirely expended long before the ex- 
piration of the year, 
Queſtion. When you had expended the ſums allowed by the ot 

dency, did you make application for liberty to expend that part of the 
money ſaved out of the advance for the Poolbundy repairs in the manner in 
which you have appropriated it ? 

"+ Anſwer, I did not; becauſe I informed the farmers of the purpoſes « on 
which thoſe ſavings were to be beſtowed, and which met with the concurrence _ 
of the principal among them, | 

« 9ueſtion. Had you any inſtructions from this Board to expend money 
ron on the e on any other purpoſe than that for which it is 
raiſed? 

« fyſwer. I had not; but doubtleſs I ſhould have made application for 
expending the ſums which J did expend on the ſervices for which they are 
mentioned to have been expended in my Narrative, had I not thought the 

concurrence of the farmers a ſufficient warrant for the defrayment of the 
ſeveral articles of the expence on the purpoſes for which they are to be be- 
. ſtowed. 

Queſtion. Has it been cuſtomary to aſſeſs the farmers for the repairs 
of the Chiet's houſe, and other dwellings belonging to the Chief and 
Council? 

'« Anſwer, Until this year all charges of reparations were brought | into 
public account; nor was there any limited expence on theſe accounts; nor 
do I recolle& to have heard that, until this year, there were any ſavings 
made on the ſums which was iſſued from the treaſury under the head of 
Poolbundy advances,” | | 5 
4 F Mr. 


Mr. Francis's 
queſtion, 


Mr, Barwell's 
remark thereon, 
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Mr. Francis. Nueſtian. Mr. Bathoe obferves, that by : a Tere! Tr. igid 
ceconomy, and by a vigorous and ſpeedy, execution of th; taſk, the ſaving 
of 25,000 rupees was made on the advances charged to the Company, J with 
to know whether it would not have been proper "and neceſſary for Mr. Ba- 


thoe to have informed the Governor and Council of- this ſaving as well for 
many other reaſons as particularly for this, that the allowance for the en- 
ſuing year might be reduced in proportion to that ſaving.” _ 

Mr. Barwell. © | think this queſtion leads to no kind of information what- 
ever. The Board alone is to determine from the facts before them the de- 
linguency or innocence of Mr. Bathoe in this particular. The particulars 
are all before the Board; and Mr. Bathoe declaring himſelf not being guilty 


of any delinquency, | believe will not be admitted by the Board as an ex- 


Mr. Francis's 
anſwer, 


culpation of his conduct; ſhould the Board think otherwiſe. I have a better 
opinion of Mr. Bathoe chan to imagine him acting in oppoſi tion to any 
known duty he owed to the Public; and as this muſt be imphed, I do not 
ſee what Mr. Bathoe has now to anſwer to, that he did not think he was 
doing amiſs. This is my ſentiment upon the queſtion ; if Mr. Francis 
chuſes to inſiſt upon putting it, I have no other objection to it.“ 

Mr. Francis. This queſtion, and every other put to Mr. Ba- 


thoe, do undoubtedly imply charges againſt him of miſconduct: his 


barely ſaying he thought he did right would be no defence; I believe it will 


be expected, that he ſhould affign his reaſons for what he did I leave it 


Covernor Ge- 
neral's = 


however to. his own N to anſwer the queſtion or not, as he thinks 
roper. 

at Anſwer. 1 conceive the purport of this laſt queſtion to have been con- 
veyed in the queſtion preceding it; and that the anſwer I have given there- 
to contains every information which can be required in this; as to the reaſons 
why I did not give information to the Supreme Council of Revenue of the 
manner in which | had beſtowed the ſavings which had aroſe from the ad- 
vances iſſued from the treaſury on a loan with the farmers on account Pool- 
bundy, with reſpect to a neceſſity of giving the Board ſuch information as a 
guidance for the advances which they might think neceſſary to have been 
made, I did not conſider it in any manner r neceſſary, as the ſums annually 
iſſued from the treaſury on the above account, are not on any eſtabliſhment, 
or a fixed ſum for this purpoſe, but depend wholly on the work, which it is 
found neceſſary to be performed from a previous examination into the ſtate 
of the Bunds; and as it was the buſineſs of the perſons who had the province 
under charge, to make ſuch examination, and to form an eſtimate of the 
expence of the year from thence, ſuch eſtimate I knew would take place 
from the ſtandard rate at which the work had been done in the year 1181, 
conſequently all ſavings would be included therein, and no more iſſued for 
the ſervice of the current year, than what was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
expence of repairing the Bunds,” 

Governor General. Queſtion. By what means could a ſcrutiny be made 
with effect, into the diſburſements made by the farmers for the repairs of 


3 the 
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the Pools before they were entruſted to the charge of the Daroghas; that 
is, in the years 1179 and 1185 ti 


/ - 


_ * Anſwer. I ſhould think firſt, by the examination of the accounts as 
rendered by the farmers, which are, I believe, depoſited in ſome of the 
Dufters *, which if not deemed entirely ſatisfactory, a ſcrutiny might next 
take place of the perſons who were employed by the farmers, in the ſeveral 
diviſions of the Bund reparations in each Pergunnah. The farmer of every 
ſeparate Pergunnah having the buſineſs of the repairs of his own diſtrict 
n and a part under his management, and comparing their accounts 
with his.“ " 1 
Tbe Honourable Mr. Monſon, © Queſtion. Who audited the account of Mr. Monſon's 
the expenditure of the 25,098 rupees, which has been laid out in the queſtion. 
repairs? f Cog od atratrre Tory 
_« Anſwer. The firſt article of 4,000 rupees, for the building of an 
adawlet was audited at my order in the Aumeen Dufter, the whole ex- 
pence was there approved of; the two articles of b, ooo rupees did not 
wholly defray the expence of tne building to which it was applicd, -the 
reſidue I paid myſelf: the other articles, which are included in the total of | 1 
12,000 rupees, were chiefly examined in the Aumeen Dufter,” _ | _— 
General Clavering, *©* Queſtion, In your letter of the goth January cenerar's 
1774, you mention, that the ſupplies iſſued from the treaſury on account quellen. 
Poolbundy, are lodged in an office called the Dufter Poolbundy. In 
that account does it appear that the 25,000 rupees were applied to the 


* 


repair of the Bunds, or to the purpoſes of which you have given an ac- 


count? A | gt YO EVE Ys EY. 

" . * Anſwer. In that account, I believe it mentions the beſtowal of the ſum * 
of 25,000 rupees in the three articles of diſburſement thereof, mentioned in 
my narrative? | 

« YSueftion. As you have ſaid that you had no authority for diverting the 
ſum levied for the uſe of the Poolbundy to any other uſe than the repairs .of 
the Bunds; did you ſend any account to the Preſidency of the appropriation 
of that money? _ „„ dent es 13} 498 ov - 
. * Anſwer. For the reaſons which I have already aligned, I did not, as 
the meaſure met with the concurrence of the farmers of the province, who p 
were acquainted with the diſburſement, and from whom the loan was again. 
to be recovered, 5 5 Py Cs 4 
© « Oweſtion, I obſerve that remiſſions have been applied for, ſometimes | 
on account of inundations, and ſometimes on account of drought, be ſo 
good as to mention Which of theſe two cauſes were aſſigned. by you in | 
the following year for requeſting a remiſſion of the ſums due from the | 
| | 


1 
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farmers? 3 r Soo teny. rw £3 [4 
« Anſwer, In the following year I was only a member of the Board at 
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Burdwan. and the reaſons are aſſigned in the Conſultations, a conſideration 
in conſequence of the drought in the early part of the ſeaſon, and the 
1 f. jumma “ of ſeveral farmers who held diſtricts that were declining 
in value. i Sat tonal e 
Queſtion. Do you conceive that the Burra dowry lands are over- 
rated, or how much they may be worth more than the preſent jumma ? 
** Anſwer. No; they are not over-rated. They certainly yield an ad- 
vantage to the Amboa Ranny, who has held them many years at a fixed rent 
from the pleaſure of Government; and the advantage arifing from thence is 
meant for the defrayment of the Ranny's houſehold expences and religious 
rites. The real amount of the advantages which are derived to her from 
this indulgence, it is impoſſible for me to ſay, as no officers on the part of 
Government have ever interfered in her diſtricts ; but I believe, in the opi- 
nion of the world, thoſe advantages ftand over rated. „ 
Qucſtion. Aniongſt other claims for remiſſions or deductions, were 
there not ſome made on account of her lands? - VV 
HAnſwer. I think the Burra dowry lands were not included in the 
eſtimate of propoſed deductions of laſt year. The officers of the Ranny 
had made demand for deductions to an extravagant amount; and the Pro- 
vincial Council, from r acknowledge that advantages re- 
ſulted to her from theſe lands, thought proper wholly to reject the claims of 
her agents. I except a ſum about 3, ooo rupees, under the head of Serin- 
jammy, or charges on collections of ſome hauts which have annually been 
allowed to her for many preceding years, and which I believe was included 
in the liſt of deduCtions propoſed in the latter part of the year 1181, _ 
AQueſtion. Do you know to what cauſe is to be aſcribed the neceſſity 
ſhe was under to borrow of Hazoorimull and Dalchund, in the month of 
July 1774, the ſum of 1,66,400 rupees? 5 
LAnſtoer. For the payment of ſums to that amount, due to ſome among 
her creditors. For this ſum of 1, 66, 400 rupees, I ſuppoſe to be not more 
than one-half of what the Ranny of Amboa 1s really indebted. The reaſons 
which her ſervants are ſaid to aſſign for the taking up this ſum of the 
Bank, were, that it would be much more convenient for her to have only 
one perſon to ſatisfy in that amount, than many; and had the reſt of her 
creditors choſe to accept of the ſums due to them, which the Bank I believe 
at her requeſt would have paid, the whole amount of her debts would have 


been conſolidated into one total, due to one houſe only, a mode much more 
convenient, and much leſs expenſive, than that which ſhe had followed in 
former years, „„ nh, „ 
AQueſtion. Was the Ranny indebted to Government at this time? 
How much was the balance of her account at the end of the year 1181? 
« Anſwer. I cannot exactly ſay, I did not ſtay till the accounts of the 
year 1181 were finally adjuſted, but within the two latter months of the year, 


Rent. + This blank is left in the original. 1 


* 


( 589 } 


ſhe fell in arrears, not from want, I am firmly of opinion of her ability to 
pay, but merely for accompliſhment of the purpoſe ſhe held in view, the 
obtaining a grant of deductions; which at length her officers finding they 
could not effect, entered jointly into agreements in their own names, and in 
that of their principal alſo, for payment at ſtated periods of the balance 
due to Government, and which I have ſome reaſon to believe has been nearly 
if not wholly liquidated by this time. 
Queſtion [it appears from the examination taken at Burdwan, and 
from a gentleman who was ſent to queſtion the Ranny concerning this ac- 
count, that he received a declaration from her, that ſhe did not know any thing 
of the tranſaction of her borrowing money of Hazoorimull, or of making an 
aſſignment of her lands for the payment of it. Have you reaſon to believe, 
rhat ſhe was made acquainted with the tranſaction, and of the aſſignment 
being made of her lands for the payment of the money? | 
' & Anſwer. | do firmly believe ſhe. was acquainted with the tranſaction of 
her Agents with the houſe of Hazoorimull, for why ſhould they attempt to 
conceal this buſineſs from her, when it brought on no increaſe of her debt, 
and with reſpect to the aſſignment granted in conſequence of the adjuſtment 
with the houſe of Hazoorimull, it was not the firſt inſtance of an allotment, 
which had been made by her of a portion of the revenue of her lands for the 
benefit of certain among her creditors. The aſſignment which took place 
with the Bank, was yet on a more equitable principle, in that it granted a 
payment to all her creditors equally alike, in proportion to the amount of 
her eech, RG 1 „ 1 
** Queſtion. It is reported that the ſum of 1, 66, 400 rupees, was divided 
into 36 ſhares, whereof Hazoorimull has a fourth part, that the remaining 
27 parts were divided as follows: vo 
ra 9 Shares to Mr. Vanſittart. 
6 Do. to Mr. Batho. 
5 Do. to Mr. Higgenſon. 
4 Do. to Mr. Lewis. 
. 3 Do. to Mr. Fleetwood. > 
As the Ranny has denied her knowing any part of this tranſaction. 1 
hope the remainder of it is not true. Mr. Bathoe will give ſuch an anſwer 
as he pleaſes, g 
% Anſwer. The Bank people have doubtleſs in their poſſeſſion the 
vouchers or obligations on which they made their payments to ſeveral of the 
former creditors, to whom the reſpective ſums were paid by them: I 
humbly preſume, if theſe vouchers are called for, as alſo the perſons to whom 
they were granted, it would very clearly and indiſputably prove, that the 
fums which had been diſburſed, on thoſe vonchers being brought, and con- 
firmed by the Ranny's Agents, were made in payment of juſt and lawful 


: 1 


debts, and not for any other account or purpoſe whatever.“ 


£ 


Ae reed, 


Proceedings for- 


wWarded to Burd - 


Wan. 


(590) 


Agreed, That a copy of theſe proceedings be ue with the fol- 
lowing letter, to the Provincial Council at Burdwan, for their information 
and aſſiſtance in the enquiry ee the ae and the Ranny of 
Amboa. _ .. | 175 


T 0 Edward Stephenſon, Chih, & Sc. Provincial Council f Rane at Burdwan, 


„ Gentlemen, 
We have received your letters of the th and zoth of June, with the 


extracts of your beten on the ſubject of the Poolboady advances. 


We defire you will order a Moffuſli] * ſcrutiny i into the actual diſburſe- 


ments of the farmers of the Poolbundy of 1179 and 1180; but previous 


thereto you mult call upon the farmers again for the exact accounts both of 
their receipts and diſburſements, and inform them that theſe accounts de- 
livered on oath will, be deemed a ſufficient authentication without a ſerutiny, 
which is only intended as the laſt reſource. 


Incloſed we tranſmit, you a copy of our proceedings on this ſubject, as 


well as our examination of Mr. Bathoe regarding the loan ſaid to have been 


made to the Ranny of Amboa. We deſire you will forward to us ſuch 


obſervations mga both as you think may tend to elucidate the two ſub- 


Jorts:.; -2j; KO 
| Fort William, the - We are, Ke. 055 


Extract of W 1 the Provincial. 8 of Revenue at e 30% 
October, 1775. 


. That the farmers of the Burdwan province be directed to hold 


themſelves in readineſs to attend the Board on Monday next, agreeably to a 


Petition from 
Burdwan farme 
ers, complain- 
ing of Peons 
being put over 
them. 


liſt to be drawn out by the accomptant, of thoſe farmers or other perſons 
ho received advances on account of Poolbundy for he years 178 and 
ee é 


Extra of Proceedings of the Provincial ce of Revenue at Burdwan, 2gth 
November, 1775. tan 


Received the following petition from the head: farmers of Burdwan. 


Sudder Renters of the Poolbundy Pergunnabs of Burdwan Province. 


% An order hath been iſſued for the Poolbundy accounts of the years 
I 179 ang. 1180, APE the Peons Þ have in Huſcqvegf es Placed upon us 


„ Moffuffil ſignißes in general the county, in contradiftinAion to the Sudder or capital 
Hence the explanation given page 576. 


F Guards, 
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here, and ſent into our feveral Pergunnahs. In the gentlemen's admini- 
ſtration there hath never been but one order iſſued in an affair, nor will the 
former order be now annulled, and a new one made. We have not been em- 
ployed as Poolbundy ſervants; when the advances have been made through the 
en we receive the money, depoſiting our bonds, and afterwards repaid 
it with the premium. The Refident underſtood the accounts of the Moffuſſil 
charges, ſigned and ſealed to the paper, and lodged it in the Aumeen Duftore. 
We have received according to the diſtribution ſpecified in the Engliſh 
account. This is a paſt matter: we have given in no Cabooteat F, to give 
in accounts when they ſhould be required, and on that account have re- 
tained no copies of the accounts. You, gentlemen, are Maſters ; Peops are 
ſent to the Moffuſſil by you, and put a ſtop to the buſineſs of our revenue. 
We have taken our farms for the term of five years ; the preſent year is the 
laſt of our leaſe. From ſuch diſtyrbances in the Moffuſſil we ſhall have | 
balances, and the Company's revenues will ſuffer detriment ; you then, gen- 
tlemen, will be 2 with us. We have repreſented the e of 
our fi ituation, and. hope you will iſſue an order redrefling s. 
R. K. Perſian Tranſlator.” 


Agreed, That a Peanng z be written to the farmers in reply, acquainting 

them, that no Peons will be ſent into the Moffuſſil till the Board receive their 

| anſwer to the demand made on them for their Poolbundy accounts, which 

they: muft give the next council day; but that if they do not deliver them 

in as required, ſuch meaſures will be taken for procuting the information 
wanted as may be deemed molt effectual for the purpoſe. 


Extras 7 Proceeding of the Spee Council of Revenue at buran, I Þ 
December 1775. | 


In 0 ede of the orders of laſt Conſultation, the Vackeels'® of 5 The Vackeets 
Burdwan farmers are individually called before the Board (the farmers them- eee wen 
ſelves being abſent in the Moffuffil), and agreeably to the Honourable Go- a agree 

vernor-General, &c. Council of Revenue's orders of the 24th October laſt, x 209g Bay 
are required to produce their accounts of the Poolbundy advances in 1179 Ref.lc to give 
and 1180, authenticated by the oath of each party; but they all of them hem, 
poſitively refuſe to give any ſatis faction on the ſubject, and declined ſwear- 

ing to their accounts. Reſolved therefore, that in conformity to the Ho- 

nourable Board's inſtructions, a Moffuſſil fcrutiny ſhall take place; but as Moti gruti- 
Aughun and Poos are the heavieſt time of the collections, which in thoſe OI Is 
months amount to above 21,00,000 rupees, and ſuch a meaſure mighe give 

pretence to the farmers for with- holding their payments, Agreed, the Mof- 


fuſſil inveſtigation be deferred till the commencement of WOW: 
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e Mr. Dawſon ap- 
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As the iſſuing of the Poolbundy advances belongs to the Aumeen Dufter, 
2 Mr. Dawſon has at preſent the ſuperintendence thereof, Agreed he be 
appointed to the above inveſtigation ; more eſpecially, as from the informa- - 
tion which in the interim he will obtain in the courſe of his buſineſs in that 
department, he will be enabled to form an exact eſtimate of the expence that 


will be requiſite for the repairs of the enſuing year. 


Ertracs F Fort William Revenue Conſultations, the 26th January, 17 7 ys; 


Read the following letter and incloſure from the Provincial Council at | 
Burd was: the T7, 


2 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 
te Weduly received your letter of the 24th October laſt *, with | its inclo- 
ſures, and now tranſmit you extracts of our proceedings on Mr. Bathoe 3 


examination. od, We are, &c. 
iris Led) E. STEPHENSON. 
Burd wan, vs _ Ar xx. Hicoinson. 
zoth * en. 1776. of WiXIIAu Pvs. © 


MaTTHEW Dawson.” 


Extraft 7 rhe Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
| 10th January. | 


Wh „ Taking into conſideration Mr. Bathoe's examination before the 7 
nourable Board of Revenue, as entered on Conſultations the 30th October 
laſt, it appears, that ſeveral accounts therein mentioned were examined in 
the Aumeen Dufter; and others, the Board conceive to have been audited 
in the Buxy Dufter +, Agreed, therefore, that Mr. Pye and Mr. Dawſon 
be deſired to report to the Board ſuch accounts regarding the diſburſements 
of 25,098 4 an ſaving, as ad be tound in their PRE 


Offices.“ | | 
C onfultanions, 50: 3 


« In conſequence of the reſolution of the 10th inſtant, Mr. Dawſon re- 
ports to the Board, that he has examined the accounts of the Aumeen 
Dufter, but has not found among them any papers or accounts , which 
explain the diſburſement of the 25,098 4 mentioned in Mr, Bathoc's ex- 
amination. 

Mr. Pye alſo acquaints the Board, that there are not in the Buxey 
Dufter any accounts of the ſum of 3098 4 mentioned by Mr. Bathoe, as 
diſburſed on the repairs of the factory- houſe; bur he learns from the ſer- 
vants of that office, that theſe accounts were kept by Mir. Bathoe's Own 


people. 


| ® Vide page 590, + Paymaſter's Office, / 185 146 
3 « Taking 


( 593 ) 
« Taking i into conſideration the ſubje& of Mr. Bathoe's examination, the 
Board proceed to obſerve as follows, on ſuch of the articles as require ely- 
cidation. The particulars of the annual allowed deductions to the Burd- 
wan farmers, are ſpecified in Conſultation 1 3th February laſt, wherein thoſe 
propoſed for the Amboa Ranny's farm are included. Application Was 
afterwards repeatedly made on this account by her agents, but rejected in 
conſequence of the Honourable Governor-genera}, &c. Councił of the Re- 
venue's orders. The balance now due from the Ranny on account the Re 
venue of 1181 is rupees 1,252, excluſive of rupees 1,666, which has been 
ſuſpended from demand, till it ſhall be determined whether this ſum. is to be 
allowed her on account Serrenjammy expences, as in former years. It 
has not yet been aſcertained whether or not the Ranny was acquainted. with 
the loan to the Bank, as the has in ſeveral letters to this Board acknow - 
tedged it, and in another, delivered in by her Dewan Bendabund, denied 
knowing any thing of the tranſaction. The aſſignment on part of her farm 
was, as Mr. Bathoe obſerved, appropriated to the diſcharge 2 the whole of 
her debts, in equitable proportions: _ 
« As the Board can obtain no further information on the 4 fab» 
jects of Mr. Bathoe's examination than what is mentioned in his anſwers to. 
the Honourable Council of Revenue's — or p EM 
« Agreed, That we tranſmit them extracts of our procetings of the rock 
inftant, and this date. 25 


A true Extract. | hte Cd 
1 D. H. M.Dowaln, Secretary,” 


Examination 0 f B owanny Metre, Dewan 5 . 
x Burdwan. 


| Extra of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 11th July 1775. 


The General moves, that Bowanny Metre be ordered to attend the 
Board, to anfwer ſuch queſtions as they may put to him relating to his 
conduct in his office of Dewan at Burdwan. 


Ordered that the Secretary do ſummon him accordingly. 


4 


— Extratt 


1 594 ) 
Eeiralt F Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 1775 oh, 7s · 
The Examination taken of Bowanny Churn Metre. the Dewan of Burdwan 


i 


<6 Queſtion. When. you were ap- 
pointed Dewan of the Burdwan 
province, were you acquainted with 
the regulations of the Committee of 
Circuit for the revenue buſineſs, and 
of 01 duty in the capacity of Dew- 


4 A usſtion. In the Bengal year 


out a ſettlement was made for five 
years for the whole province of 
Burdwan at the latter end of 1179 
the farmers of Guallaboom Dodd 
fell into arrear, did not you recom+ 
mend that they ſhould be diſp 


af their farms, and did not you 18. 


commend that thoſe farms ſhould be 


given to Ramhurry Ghoſe at the de- 


creaſed, rent, 
Of the former 2 5,000 
And of the latter 35,000 


«© Queſtion. 
Ramhurry Ghoſe to be farmer of 
the two 2 of Guallabgage and 
Dyah ? 


2 Dueftion Ts Ramhurry farmer, 
or ſecurity for __ two Mahl-? 


« Ouuftien. "Ht much is. the 
 Rannty of Amboa's balance? 

* Queſtion, Bo you know wha, 
the perſons were who ſupplied. the 
Ranny of Amboa with money to pay 
ber cents N 


7 Who recommended A 


dieing now completed is entered as follows: 
hy Examination of Bewaum Churn Metre, 11th Fuly, 1775. 


„ Anſwer, Yes. 


I was. 


K. 1 At the latter end of 
the year 1179, the Pergunnahs of 
Monohur, Shahy, Azeemarſhaby, 


- Shairgur, Guallaboom, Dyah, Baga. 


and other Mahls, having fallen in ar- 
rear, I informed the Chief of it, ;wha: 


in conſequence, after inſpecting the 


accounts, wrote to the — at 


Calcutta, and they ſent orders to 
let theſe farms anew, agreeable to 
which, the gentlemen at Burdwan: 
put them up at outcry _ 


« ſever. Theſe Mahls were 
put up to public fale, at which 
every body had a liberty. to bid, and 
Rides bid for them. among't, 
others. 
Aunſer. He is the farmer, 
Ramnarayn, Metre is ſecurity for 
Dyah, and. Bnctaram. Metre, for 
Guallaboom. 
«. Anſwer: . When J left Burdyan 
it: was. about. 19,000 rupees. — 
« Anſwer. Huzzgorymull; and 
Roydalchund through: their houſe at: 
Burdwan, Roydalchund ſeparately, 
and many other. merchants, whole: 
names I do not all recollect. 


6 Que eſti ton. 


{ 395 ) 


* Oueſtion. Since you were em- 
oyed 'as Dewan, have any 'of her 
nds been mortgaged for the reim- 
burſement of the rg 


<« 'Ouyeſtion. WELD any applica- 


tions were made by the Council of 
Burdwan for deductions of her rents ? 


© Oueſtion, What deduction was 
grantes | 
« Yueſtion. What i is the name of 
the farm which you hold ? 


nc Queſtion, Whether any claims 


for deductions were made for either | 


of thoſe two'farms? 110 

Qucſtion. When were theſe 
- aki made, and her were 'they 
. refuſed? ' 


« Quęſtion. Have you any reafon 
to 7 that the ſalt farm of 
Mundlegaut was held by Mr. 
Bathoe, and that the farm of Seergur 


was held by Mr. Fleetwood, in the 


name of his Banyan ? 
« Queſtion. Do you know whether 
any part 'of 'the deb due from the 


Ranny of Amboa, to Huzzoorymull 
and others, was all of it money lent. 


of her dowry lands. 


« Anſwer, The Ranny made over 


to the amount of a lack of rupees of 
the rents of her farms, to her cre- 
ditors, but the collections were 
made by her people, and then paid 
into the band. of the r wech 
Ats, 

«© Anſwer. Appl cations were 
made for a temporary remiſſion of 
part of their old balances on uccotint 


* Auſiwor. None whatever. | 


* fyſtoty, 1 hold no farm myſelf, 
my ſon has one which is called Belli, 


and another called Bundy poor; the 


former he has had inte ths. year 
177 5, und the latter ſince the your 
1178. 

« Aufer. Yes, but they were 
not granted, 


6 Anſwer, J do not 8 


exactly when they were made, but 


an anſwer was given to them about 
the latter end of laſt Chyte. 

'« Anſwer. The ſalt farm of 
Mundlegaut is held by the Rajah, 
who took it in the Committee of 


Circuits time; Mr. Fleetwood's Ban- 


yan was 9 the former farmer 
of Seergu 


'66 ah. No. 


to her, or whether he has not heard 


that ſome part of it was a donation 


to-certain Engliſh gentlemen ? 


Question. In the year 11890 did 
not you deduct 25,000 rupees from 


the amount of advances for Pool- 
bundy, and obliged the farmers to 
give receipts for them? 


* Anfever, That ſum was de- 
ducted in the year 1180, it was ap- 
plied by Mr. Bathoe's orders to build 
a Bungalow for the Adawlet, and a 


large Godown by the ſide of the 
4G 2 Company's 


—ꝓ—ü— — — 
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«6 «Queſtion Was there not a great 
inundation in the A of Rand 
wan in the Year. 1380? 


cc 


Queſtion. How much was the 
additional allowance? MA 
« Queſtion. ,, Was there any appli- 
cation from the farmers, in that year, 
for a remiſſion of their rents, on ac- 
count of the loſſes they had ſuſtained 
9. the above-mentioned inundation? 
« Oueſtion. How much was the 


application for, - and how much was : 


| granted ? 


Company” g Ty and to o make addt- 


tions to the Company's garden-houſe | 
at Cony Hatcha, 


and to fit 
apartments for Meſſrs. Fleetwood, 
M*Dowall, and the Doctor. 

„ Anſwer, Yes, there was, which 
occaſioned there being an additional 
allowance made for a in 
that year. TI | 
Anſwer. 
actly. 

19 Anſwer, Ves. 


1 . t remember ex- 


„% Anſwer. I don't remember how 
_ they applied for, but it was a 

large ſum; three lack was 

— for the Whole province, ex- 

cepting the farm of Mundlegaut, 


which obtained this year both a re- 


miſſion on account of Poolbundy 


: and Jacavee®*, and an actual deduc- 
\ tion of 25,000 more or lefs from 1 its 


« Queſtion, How much did your 


- ſhare of that remiſſion come to, for 
the farms which you and your fon 


How ooh was 1 


hold? 

«6 „Aubin. 
jumma for that year of the farms for 
which the deduction of 36, oco rupees 
was granted? 


« Oveſiion, Did not you receive 


r from the allowances granted to 
the farmers on accatine 1 their loſſes? 


® Jeguiee ar Jegavy Money. leat to afl cultivation. 


jumma. 


" NE ; hu mn rupees. 


« len 1 kann 1 jun now. 
but, 1 believe, it will appear from, 
an account tranſmitted by the Burd- 
wan Council to the Preſidency at the 
time, in which the jumma of. each 
farm, and ſum received by each, is 
particularized. - |; ' 

*, Anſwer: Every Pergunnab re re- 
ceived according as it ſuffered ;. ſuch. 
Pergunnahs as were ſituated on the 


banks of rivers, or ſtood in low, 


ſituations, received mot. 7 


6 Queltion. 


Nd; ( 597) 


% Queſtion." Repeatod, as the an- 
fer does not apply. 


| $4 * * * * "A 
exiins.: v4 «+ 
[ 1 * $ 1 A 1 WS \ 


« Queſtion. As your anſwer is 
not yet clear, did not you receive 
35, 00 ru 


the deductions granted by Govern- 


ment of 122 edge on che n 30 


ſum of 300, 0 | bud Lt 

Queſtion. What was your W 
for obliging the Burrah Dewry De wan 
to take away the farm of Madgepore 
from the farmer, and give it to you + 
in the name of Modun Chowdry, 
allowing you a deduction of 960 
rupees from the jumma, paid by the 
former farmer, which he had done 
regularly without any, balance ? 


* Queſtion. Were you Dewan. of _ 


the Committee of Circuit ?. 1 


; 


n 131 Shs 1h; &+ 


«, Queſtion,” Who was it that 


1 with the farmer, who made 
en, rn the farm? 


* Aeon. 7 "Dickyod not interfere 
at all in ſettling the conditions of 
the farms that were let by the Com- 
mittee? 

„ ANusſtion. Do you, know how 
muck the gentlemen, who were on 

the Committee received from the 
farmer, as a. condition, for n 
each farm, whether it was not a 


centage upon the value of each farm 7 5 
oak Aufter, Rada Kiſhien my | fon. 


© 2ueſtion, Who holds the farm 
of Bundepore ?; 


2 For the proceedings in this cauſe, vide page 607 


on actoùnt of & n 


948 


. Anſwer. The proportions were 
not ſertled in this manner, the gentle- 
men allowed -ſuch deductions as the 
ere, predicament of eack farm 

emed to require, and adj e we 
ſon the ſum I have menti 

« Anſwer. No. 


* . 
* * * 
* KY © * 
* * 


” * . p ; * ; 4 
wk 53 : 4 * A b 7 ? , F &* 
7 1 * — 1 . 4 Ly a f . : 3 K „ 1 


« « Anſwer. This affair is at pre- 
ſent before the Burdwan Council, 
in conſequence of a complaint pre- 


ferred by the former farmers," I have 
nothing to do with this farm; the 


profit, or loſs of it, *. to 
Modun Chowdry “. 


4 7 hae r tent c along with Mr. 
Graham on the circuit, bur. I had no 
ublic office from, the Committee. by 
«' Anſwer. Herry Mullick, Neal- 
mony Takoor, and me at-Dacca, and 
| Nealmony Takoor and I only at the 
other diſtricts, but in Prajence of the 
Committee. 


&. Anſwer. 1 W my opinion 


upon any point, when the Com- 
PATE, aſked it. of me. 


* 6 I never knew af any; 
ſuch. condition... ivy 


P71 It ) i 03 560 


OA 


is 0 ſecurity for it, but it is held in 


the name of one Pyarafſh.9 one. of. his 
fervant 3 


* Dueſtion;. 
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& Oueſtion. Who i is Ram Hurry, 6 Anſwer. He is _ ward? my. 
the perſon that holds the farm 0 of ſon's Gomaſthas, 1446 204; E00 
Guallaboom? | 


_ © Queſtion. Did you not receive © Anſwer. No.” 
from the Sircar of Durpnarayne 
ſince March 2774. 10, 000 ruptes? | 


Extraft of Letter to the Chief ad Council of Raue at Burdwa . 


Incloſed we tranſmit you copy of an- eiae which: we 1 ien 


of Bowanny Churn Metre; we defire you will N into the truth of his 
n to the enn queſtiqn, | 


93 


Euuras t Revenue Coats, Fort 7 ven, the 23d Jamar, 2776. 


To the u Warren Haſtings, Eg Groernergeneal, Se: cane * 


Revenue, Fort n 15 


10 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


ec Having Wy ed the inquiry into the wy TY "EL Nieren 

ions to him, when under examination in your 
a oa 1 Fol V Oaobertaſt, we now tranſmit you Wracks of our eo 
ihgs on the 46 of your information. 

7 (Signed) - E. Semen 

5 bi ALex. Hiccins0Nn, 
- 8 5 2 ce WILLIAM Pyx, 
NR 1 {Aa 91 ot mw "Meters: Daweon,” 


x) 1219: TT 


Eura 5 the Proceedings ap 10 | Provincial Council 7 Rahe at nden, 
261b Oztober, 177 5. | | 


Received the follownit letter and incloſure ben the Honourable the . 


Governor general, &c. Council of Revenue, 


1 o Mr, Edward 9 Chief, Se. Provincia con 'of Revenue at 
5 Bur dan. IT 


= « Genileinien 


04 Inclofed we tranſmit you a copy of an examination which. we have 
KEE | taken 


(0 Y 


88 of BDWanny Churn Metre; wo deſire you will inquireineo the Path 
ok. e the feveral queſtions, - 
| e &c. PRs WI Ot 
(Signed) Warren Havinds,) 
Ea 01s 0 JonhwY CLAVIRNINO, 
Fort William, © Geko. Monson; 


the oſs Fee NuchARD BaRwWELL, | 


A Francis.” 


Rial That he” tne of 4 Honourable Board's ce (98 
Bowanny, Metre s anſwers, be referred for a particular: day? $ inquiry. 


Conſultation, 1ſt November, 17 38˙ 


„Taking into copſideration the examination of Bowanny Churn We as 
tranſmitted by the Honourable: Semen eee and Council of Thong: gk 
in their. letter of the-17thi t. 

RNeſalued, That ſuch. articles ag. regard- this Zillab 5 a nigh into; 
Ferſian and Bengals; and that . be delivered to the Careoon 
and Zemindary Dewan, with inſtructions ta furniſh the: Board, at. their next: 
mertinge: een information they can procure on the: ener e 4 


A . | I'S e io 1 *3 4 


3 - Conſultation,. ath December, 17757 q vt edo 
Alm Zeinindarys. Deman- and; Roop Natrain Chowdry bow delivers wo 
their report on ther axticles/in-Bowanny: Metre? $ ation: given nee eel 
"for. Air anden Wanne the iſt alt. 0 * 


Particulars of the. Replys. 


2 Sing rented: the Pergunnah of m_ in the abc 
Coſſinaut Baboo and Goddatrum Holdar; that of Gaulbhoom in the name 
of Ramkiſſen Holdar at fiye years ements, at the outcry of 58. 
Their reſponſibility. is well known throughout, the Chickla +, I learn by 
the report, that in the year 79 thoſe FPergunnahs ſuffered a loſs, and the 
renters petitioned for an indulgence; Bawanny. Metre Dewan rejected their. | 

plication, and; took. the farm of thoſe Perguonabs 1 in the name of his; 
& maſtah; Ramhurry Ghoſe, brorher:in- law to bin on. It Will, anraten 
requiry of the Moffuſſil accounts. 4510 

2d, At the time of the Bundabuſt 4, in the y year 78, the ſon of che ſaid Metre: 
took the farm of: the Pergunnah. of, Allis, . the term of five years. In: 
the year 79, Metre arrived Dewan; and in the year 81, took a deduction 

1000 rupees from the Jumma 9 " his farm, which is a profitable Mahl; 
and pracured for Bridjoo wn Roy, dec. a deduction of 0 nee. 


„ Piquict. 1 Piſuia., 6 » Ketclemen of the rent: roll, 5 + Rane, 


3d. 


Company's Dewan, to which Ee FRY, as underwritten. 


( Goo. )' 


2d, The advances being made from Government for poolbundy, the 
Bunds are fortified, In 80 there was a great inundation, on uhich account, 
in the year 8 1, on account of 84,430 was adyanced, beyond the ſum ad- 
vanced in the preceding year. From an embezzlement of the advances, 
the cultivation ſuffers detriment. Orders are iſſued from the preſence, for 
an examination of the Poolbundy expences, and for this purpoſe the 
Moffuſſil accounts have been required: when thoſe accounts ſhall be de- 
livered in and examined, the amount miſappropriated will appear. 

4th, The following are the particulars of Madgepore Hoda, appertaining 
to the elder Dewry. Jugul Mucketjea, a perſon of credit, was the former 
renter, and regularly paid his revenue.” I learn by report, that the Hoda 
is a profitable Mahl; depriving. him of his farm in an improper ſeaſon, he 


lett it to another at a decreaſe” of 950 rupees. In this Chickla a credit- 
able renter cannot, in an pen gs: een be ne out of a pe 


farm. Fake ; 
The following are "the particulars of the remiiflich for Wendet the 


accounts of inundation in the Pergunnah, ſituated on the banks of rivers, 


whoſe bounds are broke by the overflow of the water, and of all Per- 

hs which ſuffer by inundation, are examined and remitted as 
Haulbocaya ꝶ balances of the preceding year, payable in the preſent for the 
relief of the Ryots: in the Company's government this cuſtom is likewiſe 
obſerved. The Pergunnahs Soomarſhaahy ' Purdua, Shairgur Baamun- 


bhoom, Puttety Bemdypoor, Azmutſhahy,  Mozufferſhaby,' and Buggery, 


and the Talooks of Sillimpore and Duarbazzenny, are not ſituated on the 


_ of the rivers, have never been allowed for inundation, nor is Pool- 


bundy cuſtomary in them It appears, that it was on account of the two 


Annas þ theſe Mahals obtained à remiſſion; account the year 80, as alſo 


] bave been informed from the Moffuſſil, then he received the two Annas. 
The Sudder and Moffuſſil renters have been aſked : ſome-confeſs and others 


| deny itz it will be known, by. ſummoning and e them in the 


pre W 
F Rranaty Kennaway, Perſian Tranſlator. | 


be farniers: ate in conſtqnence of our former orders, they are 


ſeparately called before the Board, and aſked if 5 75 paid of rupees, 


3500, oo0, the amount of the remiſſion 1180, to owanny | Merre, the 


Modun Byſack's — Vackeel, in the negative. | 
Kilhen Bheſe“s— — Ditto Ditto. 
e ee — Ditto that he will he to his 
Hi anden 1 A Mio 1 : 3 papers, and give in bis 
2 01 neee 0 0 rin ant er. : | 
Kiſhen 1 Ram Roy — — Ditto Ditts. 
Kameaunt Sing — — Ditto Ditto. 


+ Balances of rent. Two ſixteenths. 


The farmers are now aſked if they will ſwear to the truth of their aſſer- 
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Ram Roy | — = In the negative, 

Nor Norrain Roy ET 5 -- REO; 

Gocul Goſſaul's — — Voackeel, Ditto. | 

Kiſhen Praun Meeter's f — Ditto in the negative. 

Gopault Doſs Mohunt's — Ditto Ditto. | 

Sooberam Ghoſe : 8 refer to his 

1 60 W 1 ent papers. ip 

Parbutty Roy 82 — — Ditto in the negative. 

Rogorram Roy's — — Ditto Ditto. 

Godardar Sing's — — Ditto Ditto. 

Nooncoomar Roy's — — Ditto Ditto. 82 

Kurry Kiſhen eren — Ditto that he was not Vackeel 

x 47; 7 at the time. 

Sam Chatterjea s — — Ditto in the negative. 

Savoo Sings — — Ditto Ditto. 

Mirza Hider Allys — — Ditto Ditto. 

Burra Dewrys — — Ditto Ditto. 
Choota cm to - — Ditto that he will give in his 

| I PAO. bn 

Recaub Farmer — — Ditto in the negative. 

Ram Sunker Bhoſe's — Ditto that he will refer to his 
| | papers. | 

Semmuntic's. — Ditto Ditto. 

Lalla Aumeer Chund's — Ditto in the negative. 14 


tions as above, to which none of them aſſent. 


Con vſultation, "th December, 1 775. 


The farmers attending for the purpoſe of concluding the i inquiry, com- 


menced on Conſultation 4th inſtant; Jaggutram Metre is called before the 


Board and aſked, whether he has referred to his papers, agreeably to his 


anſwer of laſt council-day; to which he replies, that he has referred to his 
accounts, and that he paid nothing on account of the remiſſion of 1180, 
either to Bowanny Metre, or any of his agents for him. Ram Caunt 
Sing, farmer of Baſtera, being next called upon, and being aſked the ſame 
_ queſtion, he ſays, that he did pay 250 rupees on account of the remiſſion, 


but not to” Bowannee Metre, or any of his agents; and that this ſum is 


two annas * of the amount granted to his farm; that it was paid by his 


Vackeel, who will, if called upon, inform the Board to whom he delivered 


the money. 


Ordered, That the Vackeel be ſumendned to attend. Ram Sunker Roy, 3 
farmer of Meheſhpore, being called upon, he ſays, that his Vackeel 1 ls lick, | 


and * ROY not referred to his papers. 


Two ſixteenths. 


1 | ___ Orgered, 


4 g ; 


* 

I, 

j } 
4" 

12 
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Ordered, That he and his Vackeel do attend at next: meeting. 


Chooſammunny, Vackeel of Monhurpore, being called on ſays, that Nesse 
were put over him for his proportion, but that he would not pay it. He 


is further aſked, if he will confirm his aſſertion upon oath, to which he 


replies in the affirmanive ; and being accordingly! ſworn, he declares as 
above. St 


Ram Caunt Sing's Vackeel attending, is aſked upon oath, 1 to whom he 


paid 250 rupees, on account the remiſſion of 1180; to which he replies, 
that he paid 200 rupees of that ſum into Bowanny Metre's Cutcherry ; and 


50 rupees into Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy's. Cundoo Ghoſe, brother to Sumboo 
Ghole, farmer of Babbalary, being aſked if two annas were paid on 
account of his brother's farm, for the remiſſion of 1180; he replies, that 


he paid 15 rupees on that account, being one half of the amount demanded 


of him ; the other half having been excuſed him. 
Jaggurnaut Sain, farmer of Renhally, being ke as above, he replies, 


that he did pay the amount of the two annas, which came to 562 rupees 


on his farm; and he will refer to his Papers, and acquaint the ora to 
whom he paid the money. 

Ram Rooder, Vackeel of the Recaut farm, ſays, that Peons were pur 
over him by Bowannee Metre, for the amount of the two annas; but on 


his repreſenting it to che Ranny, they were, withdrawn, and the demand 


ſuſpended. 

The farmers and Vackeels, to the number of twenty, who were called 
before the Board at laſt meeting, attending, are once more aſked the ſame 
queſtion as was then put to them, to which all thoſe who gave their an- 


ſwers in the negative, now declare that they paid no 8 whatever 
on account of the remiſſion * 11815 but refuſe to confirm their aſſertion 


— oath. | 

Mr. Dawſon's Minute, 85 Mr. Dawſon obſerves, chat i in. the remarks of 
the Mutſuddes on Bowaunee Metre's examination, they mention the Per- 
gunnahs Someſhahy, Purdua, Shairgur, Bamumbhoon, Puttery, Bundeepoor, 


Azmiſhahy and Muzufferſhahy, and the Talooks of Buggrey, Sillimpore, 


and Duahbaſenny, to be ſo ſituated that it was impoſſi ble they could ſuffer 
by the inundation; notwithſtanding which, a ſhare of the remiſſion granted 
in the year 1182 as well as + deduction, have been allowed to the renters. 
Mr. Dawſon thinks this merits the attention of the Board, and therefore 
_ propoſes, that the truth of the aſſertion be inquired into. He further begs 
leave to inform the Board, that he has reaſon to ſuppoſe that no part either 
of the remiſſion or deduction has been allowed to the Ryots by the farmers. 
Mr. Dawſon further obſerves, that a deduction of 2 5,000 rupees was granted 
to the Mundlegaut farmers, in 1180, on account inundation ; but as no- 
thing of the kind has happened in the preſent year, he. is: of. opinion that 
that ; So as well as any other indulgence that has been granted to the 
farmers, if not already received, ſhould now be brought upon demand. 


8 | : Ordered, 
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Ordered, With regard to the latter circumſtance, that the accomptant be 
directed to examine the accounts, and report to the Board the particulars at 


our next meeting. And further reſolved, That inquiry be made whether 


the inundation was felt in * Pergunnahs and Taalooks NILES] in Mr. 
Dawſon's minute. 


Roopenarain Chowdry acquaints the Board, that there are two ar Bow- 


annee Metre's Cutkinadars * attending, from whom he collected the two 
Annas on the remiſſion of 1180. 


Onepſing, one of the Cutkinadars of Balaah, being in ue dende 
called befor the Board and put to his oath, he depoſes, That he paid 312 
rupees, being two annas of the amount of remiſſion granted to his farm. 

Cally Churn Ghoſe, the other Cutkinadar of the ſame Pergunnah, alſo de- 
clares upon oath, he paid rupees 75, on account of the remiſſion of 1180 
into Bowannee Metre's Cutchery. Roopnarain Chowdry alſo introduces 
Dargaram Roy, Vackeel to three Cutkinadars of Chettecaah, who declares 


upon oath, that he paid three annas to the Suddet Renter of the remiſſion 
11803 but. he does not recollect the amount without referring to his ac- 


counts. Maan Govind Sing, another Cutkinadar of Chelloah, introduced 


alſo by Roopnarain Chowdry, depoſes upon oath, that he paid, 60 rupees to the 
head-farmer on account the remiſſion of 1180, which is nearly the amount 


of three annas. Davy Churn Beſwas, Cutkinadar of Chowmooah, ſwears, 


that he paid to his head-renter rupees 212- 8 on account of the remiſſion of 
1180, being two annas on the total amount. In order to complete the 


examination into the truth of Bowannee Metre's anſwers, the hoy woes mw 
ceed to make the following remarks on them, WW * 


The Board's Remarks on Bowannes Metre s 0 to the Queſtions put to hin 


on his Examination before the Honourable Governor general, oe. of the Council 
| 5 Revenue, iy I 1716 Oaober. | 


* Suppoſed joſt. | 
Bowannee Metre is les to * bots the principal in * tranſ: 
actions. 


The Amboa Ranny's balance was then rupees 10,000, but is now reduced 
to rupees 4,778. 


It is ſuppoſed that Bowannee Metre could not well be anarguainced with 


hin which is evinced of _ proceedings on nw nen L ——g Mu 
tranſmitted. C1 


The Ambos proceedings alſo pore . ee 
Theſe anſwers ate juſt. | 


This anfwer we elteem an n evaſion, as we regard him to be the actual 
renter. 


1 7 hd WS 


recon nk 


. „ eee 


a 
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Anſwers tothe Theſe Fo” AI are juſt, | | F 
311th and 12th 


interrogatories, This anſwer is juſt; for further 3 we refer: to Confileation 22d 
—— 23h, and 24th April laſt, 5th, 7th, and 16th June, and 19th and 41ſt July. 
—— * If any ſuch circumſtances have happened, Bowannee: Metre muſt kite 
been hg to them, as appears Foun the —— e tranſ- i 

mitte 


zm. This is nroved. by. Mr. Bathoe' 8 examination, and by our Conſultation of 
the 21ſt of June laſt. . 


— 16th, This anſwer is juſt. 
— —e—————_— 


17th The amount granted by government on account Poolbundy, in this year 
1181, was 15,000 rupees, whereas the ſucceeding ſeaſon there only was re- 
quired the ſum of 55,000 rupees for the work, conſequently. the THIN 

. expence in the former year is accounted for by the inundation. 1 
— 2th. This anſwer is juſt. | 
—— 29th. A total deduction of rupees 4,50,000 was applied for by. the farmers, 
which was rejected, and a remiſſion granted them of rupees 3, oo, ooo, ex- 
Fee of Mundulgaut, ler which Pergunnah a Ny: ee was 
orme | 
—— :0b. The remiſſion granted to Baliah, &c. Pergunnahs was rupees 3 5,800. E 
21ſt. The Jumma amounted to rupees 1, 90, 000. 
Tam. This matter is explained by the extract of proceedings accompanying. 


25h, Explained in Pracnecangs: wen our letter of the 4th December. 


-——26th, 7th, Not aſcertained. 
23th & 29th. 


zoth, This anſwer is juſt. 

it, Proved to be a ſervant of 18 W by the proceedings. oc accompa- 
nying our letter of the 4th December, 

— Not aſcertained. 


Fort Willlam The inquiry into Bowannee Metre's examination, as tranſmitted to us 

Tor 23l by the Honoutable Governor-general, &c. of the Council of Revenue ac- 
companying their letter of the 17th October laſt being now completed, 
Agreed, we tranſmit to them extract of our proceedings. 


Mr. Barwell withdraws. 


General's mi- General Clavering. . The governor-general refuſing to put any queſtion 
"IT Oe" relative to the conduct of Bowannee Metre, I beg leave to ſubmit to the 
Board that their opinions ſhould be given, whether they believe that Bow- 
annee Metre be guilty of the charge from the refuſal of ſeveral of the farmers 
on the one hand to confirm on oath the negative anſwers which they have 
given, that Bowannee Metre did not exact two annas on each rupee granted 
for the remiſſion for the inundation of 1178 and on the other hand, the 
poſitive affirmations of theſe who declared | they did give it him.“ 
 Ockrions theme Adr. Francis. 1 have no doubt of it.” 


Gas The Hon. Mr. Monſon, “ From \preſumprive evidence there is great 
reaſon to believe him 1 1 h 


General Clavering. I think he is guilty.” 
Governar- 
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Covernor- general. do not think he is; but I think there are grounds 
ſufficient for a judicial inquiry.“ CG . 
General Clavering. Queſtion. Whether it appears that the farms which General's far 
were held in the names of his ſon and his ſervant, may reaſonably be ſup- - 
poſed to be held for him, and if fo, whether it was not contrary to the re- 
gulations of the late Board of May 1772; and whether he did not apply 
for remiſſions to be made to him on account of theſe farms ?? 5 
Mr. Francis. © | have no doubt but the farms held by his fon are for Mr. Francis 
himſelf. It certainly amounts to the ſame thing: and 1 allo think it highly opinion. 
probable that the farms held by his ſervants were on this account. It appears, 
that in his office of Dewan, he applied for remiſſions on theſe farms, which [ 
believe him to hold in the name of his ſons and ſervant; his holding ſuch 
farms was undoubredly contrary to the regulations.“ WE OLE 
The Hon. Mr. Monſon, It may be juſtly ſuppoſed, that the farms held 1 yum 
by his ſons and his ſervants were on his account. It appears that he applied opinion. 
officially for remiſſions, by a reference to the orders of the 14th May 1772, 
article 17th; it is there mentioned, that neither the collectors nor any of their 
ſervants are to hold farms. As the Dewan may be ſuppoſed to ſtand-in the 
place of the collector, it would be equally improper for him to have that 
ermiſſion.“ e JJJ%%%%—0b ᷣ B65; 0. 2 
General Clavering. There can be no doubt but that the farms held in General, oi. 
the name of his ſons, for which he himſelf was ſecurity, and thoſe in the name nion. 
of his ſervant; were held properly for him. It is equally certain, that it is not 
only contrary to the regulations, but to good policy, that a Dewan ſhould 
have any concern in a farm in a province of which he has the ſuper- 
intendence. It appears likewiſe, that he actually did apply for remiſſions 
for the farms which he held himſelf, and alſo for others, which were ſo 
ſituated as that they could not be affected by the inundation; and that 
there is great reaſon to believe the remiſſions which were allowed to the 
farmers were not applied to the relief of the Ryots, who were the only ſuf- 
i /// on M7. | 


Governor. general. He was unqueſtionably the proprietor of the farms d, erper- gene- 

which were held in the name of his ſon, but I do not ſuppoſe him to have u opinion. 

been the farmer of thoſe which were held by his ſervants. By the 17th ar- 

ticle of the regulation of May 1772, the collector and all his ſervants and 

dependents are forbidden to hold farms. The ſpirit of this order applies 

equally to the Members of the Provincial Councils and to the Dewans, 

who were afterwards ſubſtituted in the place of the collectors, if there is not 

a poſitive injunction to the ſame effect. I believe he did apply for re- 
General Clavering. Queſtion, Whether it is the opinion of the Board ,......., f- 

that Bowannee Metre ſhould be continued in his office of Dewan ? ther motion. 
Mr. Francis. I am not ſatisfied that the office itſelf is neceſſary. If mr. Francis 

it be, I think ſome other perſon ſhould be appointed to it; at all events, opinion. 


from 


Mr. Monſon's 
opinion, 


General's opi- 
n on. 

Governor gene- 
ral's opinion. 


General's fur- 
ther motion, 
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from the facts upon which I have already given my opinion, I think Bowannee 
Metre ſhould be removed.” | 

The Hon. Mr. Monſon. © As I form my opinion. from the information. 
given in the papers now before us, I think he ſhould not be continued in 
the office.“ + 8 

General Clavering. 1 think he ought not to be continued. w 5 

Governor general. II ſee no cauſe for his diſmiſſion.“ 

Re ſolved, That Bowannee Metre be diſmiſſed from his office of Dewan to 
the Provincial Council of Burdwan.  _ ö 

General Clavering. «1, propoſe that the Council of Burdwan be written to, 
to acquaint us with their opinion, whether the office of Dewan; of the divi- 
ſion be neceſſary, and to inform them of Bowannee Metre's removal.“ 

The Honourable Mr, Monson, 
Mr. Francis, - 

Governor general. 1 agree to the reference, but no anſwer from the Pro- 
vincial Council of Burdwan will alter Dy en of the neceſſity of continu- 
ing that appointment.“ 

Agreed, That we write the, following ger to the Provincial Council of 
Burdwan, | 

„We have thought proper to remove Bowannee Churn Metre from his 
office of Dewan to your diviſion, and deſire you will tranſmit us your opi- 


| agree t to the propoſition, 


miſs wetbens the WER Dewan 4 the Avalon. is neceſſary. 


v1 Sl „„ 42 (hag, We are, &c.“ 


? 


| Extra of Fort Willon Revende Confutation, the geb Februar, 1776. 


Extras of 6 Letter, from the. Chief and; Council. of Revenue at Bardwan, 
| 6th February, "y 70. 5 


: 


iN. Regarding our put go on the neceſſit iy Tx a Dewan on the part of the 
Honourable Company, we do not eſteem the ſtation adequate to the expence, 
more eſpecially às it is too often perverted to intriguing and intereſting pur- 
poſes, to the prejudice of the revenue; we would therefore recommend the 
abolition of the office : but as it is abſolutely neceſſary for a truſt-worthy 
perſon to be employed immediately under the Chief, in the intermediate bu- 
lineſs of the Collections, we are of, opinion, that a Paiſhcar.* ſhould be 
appointed, with a moderate yſalary. by this Board (at the-recommendation 
of the hier ht 15 that parete * made we 60 leave to recommend. 


We ar. &c. a 1 
Gsdec) . | 
"ET ONT | kd j» ALEX. Hx6GINSON. 
oF Ry 3 n ANTI Re RAY W. PVE. | 
© ab . eee ee eee I Marr. Dawson.“ 
An Accomptant. | 
mY e 
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Extras of a Letter to the Chief and Council of Revenut at Burdwan, 
gth February, 1 „„ 


1 We approve of a Paiſhcar being appointed to your dels, and deſire 
you will recommend a perſon to us for this office; and at the ſame time de- 
fine in a more explicit manner the duties and powers with which 12 awe 
to en this officer.” | | 


Extra of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 2 34 January, I 776. The fubjeRt of 


this paper is re- 


2 0 the Honourable Warren Haſtings, E.; Governor General, Ws Council 1 G08: 20; BY 


Bowannee Metre 

Revenue at Fart William. | in his examina« 

£ | . | | tion before the 
8 Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, Board. | 


Having come to a deciſion on the cauſe between Joogool Makerjee, 
and Modun Mohun Chowdry, referred to by Bowannee Metre in his ex- 
amination before you as tranſmitted to us, accompanying your letter of the 
17th October laſt, we beg leave to refer you for the particulars of the trial, = + 
to our proceedings of the 31ſt July, 25th Auguſt, 1ſt, 13th, 22d, and 2 5th 
September; and incloſed we tranſmit you extract of this day s Conſultation, | 
wherein it is brought to a concluſion. 


We are, &c. 5 f 
(Signed) E. STEPHENSON, 
1 105 gets ALtx. Hiccrnson. 
4b December, 1775. WILLIAM Pyx. 


Jon RosEwELI. 
MATTHEW Dawson,”? 


Tal of Mohun Chondry. 


Extra? of Proceedings of the Provincial Conn of Revenue at Burden, 
„H 
Received the following Petition from Joogul Kiſhore RIS. 


* by Pe ition from 
Joogul Muckerjea LITER W 


« In the Burra Dowry on the ſide of Montreſut, I rented Madgepoor, exe 


complaining of 


&c. in the year 1 80, and paid my rent according to my agreement. In 8 
juſtly diſpoſſeſſ- 


* In other places called Juggool Mackerjea and Joogul Kiſhore Mackerjea. + Petition, of bis farm, 
„ 1181, 
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118 t. I took great pains and trouble in the cultivation of my farm. From the 
Poona till the month of Sawun, I paid my kiſts f regularly. In the month 
of Badoon, a ſeaſon when no renter ſhould be turned out of his farm, Ram 
Hurry Naug unjuſtly took my Izarah || from me, and gave it to Dewan Bow- 


annee Churn Metre, in the name of Modun Mohun Chowdry, allowing him 
950 rupees leſs than my agreement. I was not a cowry 5 in arrears, nor did 
he let the farm for more than 1 gave; therefore, what was my fault? and 
why was I diſplaced at an improper time of the year? Although in the 
months of Sawun and Badoon, the farm ſuffered from want of rain, and 
there was a loſs, yet I was obliged to pay the whole of my kiſts; and when 


I 'was turned out in Badoon, a Peon was ſent to my Gomaſtah, who ſeized 
his papers and all the money in his caſh cheſt. I am a poor Bramin ; and 
- theſe I complain of, are great people, therefore I cannot pretend to contend 


Orders in conſe- 
quence, 


with them. You, Sir, are the head, favour me by ordering. this cauſe to 


be tried; and if my repreſentation 1s Juſt, that I may have my Lzarah re- 


ſtored to me. This is my petition, 1181.“ 
Ordered, The * be ſummoned to attend the Board. 


| Extraf of Proctidings of the Provincial Council La Revenue at FOR, 


Joogul Macker. 
jea's complaint 
taken under 
conſideration. 


25¹¹⁰ Auguſt, 1775. Nie 


The parties attending in conſequence of the orders of the 3iſt ult, 
in the cauſe between Juggool Mackerjea and Mohun Chowdry, they are 


called before the Board, and the latter is aſked whether or not he will take 


his oath, that the villages of Magepoor, &c. were farmed by him ſolely 


on his own account, and that he was himſelf accountable for the rents to 


the + Sudder farmer, the profit or loſs ariſing thereon being his own. 
Modun Mohun Chowdry being ſworn in conſequence, poſitively an- 
ſwers in the affirmative. —Further queſtions to Mohun Chowdry : | 
%% Queſtion, Did you keep the farm in your own hands from the time 
you firſt rented it? 
« Anſtwer. Goorſoo Perſaud, my ſervant, had the management of it, 
and made the Moffuſſil ſettlement. © - 
% Queſtion, Did he let it out to under farmers ; and if ſo, who are 
they ? 
« Anſwer. He did; to five Cutkenadars *, one of whom is the com- 


plainant; the others, Rada Chatagee, Jagga Mohun Muckerjea, Ramper- 


ſaud Sing, and Ram Parain Metre. 
« Queſtion. Did you give any acknowledgment for the farm? 
« Anſwer. No; I gave nothing beyond the uſual nezet of 4 rupees to 


| SMT Nen the Burra Dou Dewan. 


I Stated payments of rent. My farm, G 
$ The ſmalleſt denomination of 1 money, : Superior farmer. 


* * Under-farmers, | | 
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uf Queſtion. Did any profit ariſe to you from the five Cutkenas E 17 
rately * 
« Anſwer. Yes; there did, which appears from my papers.“ 
The Plaintiff queſtioned as follows : 5 8 
«* Queſtion. Have you any proofs to produce in ſupport of the alega 
tions in your complaint? 
Anſwer. Every one knows the circumſtances, and that I was turned 
out unjuſtly, 
* Pueſtion. Gan you prove that Bowannee i was indirectly the farmer of 
Madgepore, &c. ? 
« Anſwer. His officers, and two Peons came to my houſe and carried 4 
away my papers. 
c ueſtion. What were the names of the officers? 
« Anſwer. I will refer to my papers, and inform you next Council-day.” 
Ordered, That the Parry do attend at Our next . with their n 
and proof. 


| Extra? of Proceedings of the Chief and Council f Revenue at Burdias, I of 
September, 1775. 


% 
A onthe ranks oe 
— 


Juggool Mackerjea attending, in conſequence of the orders of the 25th 8 
ll. delivers in the following repreſentation: Re 
Particulars in proof of the complaint of Juggool Mucketjea. 
„ Two Peons were ſent in the name of the Dewan Metre for the Jumma 
- Kurch * papers; which, together with my Mohurrer Ram Kiſſore Chowdry, 
they carried away, he Ramkiſlore) delivered them up to Ramnurry Ghole 
Naib and Dyharam Roy Carcoon to the Dewan. | 

« On the 7th of Bhadun 81, a Peon of Bowannee Metre came for the 
balance on the Jumma Kurchz my Mohurrer Ramkiſſore carried the ba- 
lance in full to the Cutcherry of the ſaid Dewan, and delivered it over with 
the Chellar + to Ruftoo Podar, after informing Ramhurry Ghoſe Naib to 
the Dewan, The other accounts he delivered into the hands of Perberam 
Dutt. 

« The village of Ruſſelpole was khas Þ in my hands, Ramkiſſore Roy was | 
its Gomaſta; a Peon was ſent from the Cutcherry, who brought him with 
the accounts to Rammarain Metre ; he referred him to Perberam Dutt; he 

referred him to Ramhurry Ghoſe Naib; ; and he to Dyaram Roy Carcoon. 
Dyaram looked over the papers, and delivered them to the Duftory ; he 
likewiſe placed two Peons over him, and kept him in diſtreſs for the ſpace 
of a month. 

When Ramhurry Naug was going to his houſe, I met him on the road 
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Under- farms. * Jumma Kurch—Receipts and Diſburſements, 
+ Invoice, + Seized into the hands of government, 
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at Balara; be pleaſed to enquire from Ramlochun Naug at Peuraw regard- 
ing the ſubject of converſation. 

« In the month of Aſſin, Ramnarrain Metre gave orders to Ramhurry 
Ghoſe, to give me an Amulnama * for taking poſſeſſion of Ruſſelpore, &c. 
and Ramhurry Ghoſe, in conſequence, gave me the Amulnama. 

« The gth of Augun, Ramnarrain Metre ſent two Peons to bring the 
Gomaſtah of Ruſſelpore, &c. affixing his own ſignature to the Tulleb 
Chitty F. The ſaid Gomaſtah ſent a copy of the ſaid Chitty with the news to 
my Gomaſtah at Burdwan ? Ramnarrain Metre being at that time at Bukoha, 
my Gomaſtah repreſented the circumſtance to Ramhurry Ghoſe, giving him 

a copy of the Chit. A copy of the letter wrote on the * ns Ramburry 
| Ghoſe to Ramnarrain Metre is in my poſſeſſion, 


He took the farm, receiving a diminution of 950 rupees from the 
Malguzzar | paid by me. 


At the time of the delivery of my petition Ramcaunt Togore at Cal- 
cutta is witneſs of what was ſaid to me by Ramhurry Naug.“ 

Ramlochun Naug, one of the complainants witneſſes, being called before 
the Board and duly ſworn, depoſes as follows, in the preſence of the parties: 

« That in the time of the rains in 1181, when Ramhurry Naug paid a 
"viſit to Mr. Hunter, juſt before his departure for Amboa, Juggool Mac- 

kerjea was abſent at Bycauntpore, Ramaſſunder Metre, his Naib, was preſent 
when Ramhurry Naug deſired to ſee Juggool Mackerjea, and ſent me and 
a Jammadar F to call him. We met with him near Byountpore, when he 
aſked what we wanted ? We replied, Ramhurry Naug is about to leave 
Burdwan, and wants to ſpeak with you. We were returning from By- 

cauntpore, when we met Ramhurry Naug on the road, and he and Macker- 
Jea put their pallankeens together and in my preſence diſcourſed to the 
following effect: 

„ Mackerjea aſked Ramhurry Naug kat he had done with his farm 
of Madgepore, &c.” to which the other replied, holding up his hands, 
Don't talk to me on that ſubject;“ Ramnaut Metre, and Bowannee 
Metre, carried me to the latter's houſe, and deſired me to give him the 
farm of Madgepore ; to which I replied, How can I do this. Bowannee 
_ Metre than told me, that he would ſettle any complaints that might be 

made, and Ramnarrain ſaid that my refuſing to give the farm would hurt 
my intereſt at the Durbar; on this I ſaid, there are two villages in the farm 
which I have given to my ſon-in-law, and 1 requeſt you will permit him 
to retain them; on which Bowannee Metre was much diſpleaſed, and threw 
the Amalnama at me, and I returned to my houſe. | 

« Mackerjea than aſked Ramhurry Naug what he fhould now do, 
ſaying that he would ſend a perſon to the Ranny to "Roy redreſs, as he 


* Order of government. + Summons. 1 Rent. 
$ Superintendant of the Peons. 


ſuppoſed 


(Cen , 


ſuppoſed ſhe muſt be unacquainted with the circumſtance. On this they 


parted, and two days after Mackerjea ſent me to Amboa, with a letter to 
Ramhurry Naug; on my arrival, I delivered the letter; Ramhurry Naug 
put me off with promiſes and excuſes for the ſpace of fourteen or fifteen days, 
at the expiration of which, I deſired he would give me a final anſwer. —He 
delivered me a letter to Mackerjea, which I returned with to Burdwan, 


and delivered it to Mackerjea. This is all I know.“ 


Juggool Mackerjea lays before the Board the original letter above” 


c 


mentioned, which being tranſlated, is entered as follows: 


ERamburry Naug to Juggool Mackerjea. 
I have received your letter, and underſtood its contents. 


« The bulineſs for which you wrote hath met with obſtructions here, and 


hath not therefore been done; you will always give me news of your health.“ 


Ram Kiſhore Roy another evidence, being duly ſworn, is queſtioned | 


as follows: 


* Queſtion. What is your occupation? 
& Anſwer, I am Gomaſtah of Ruſſelpore. 1 
« Queſtion. What do you know relative to the complaint of Juggool 
„„ VV 5 3 „ 
* Anſwer. The village of Ruſſelpore is included in the farm of Madge- 
pore, at the diſpatch of one of the Kiſts; my Hurridah or ſervant went 
with the treaſure to the Mackerjea's houſe as uſual, when he was informed 


that the farm was not now Mackerjea's, but Bowannee Metre's, and was 


told to carry it to him; the Hurridah accordingly went to Bowannee Metre 


with the money, and received a receipt for the amount from his Cutcherry . 


On hearing that the farm was no longer Mackerjea's, I brought all the 
village papers to his houſe, and he told me to carry them to Bowannee 


Metre; which I delayed doing for one day; and in the morning a Peon 


came to me from Bowannee Metre, and carried me before the Ramnarrain 
Metre, who told me to give the papers to Perberram Dutt, When I went to 
him, he referred me to Diaram Roy, This perſon told me, when I carried 
him the papers, to leave them under the charge of the Duſter Peon, as it 


| was then late, and to call the next day. I returned the next day, Diaram 


Roy opened the papers ; and he told me they were falſe, and made out by 
myſelf. To this I replied, How can they be falſe, I have only held the farm 
for one year? Diaram Roy then put two Peons over me, who remained 
four or five days, when one was taken off, and the other continued over me 
for near a month,. I afterwards went, to my village; and hearing that Jug- 
gool Mackerjea had again obtained poſſeſſion of it, I came to him to Burd- 


+ His office. 
4-1--2 | wan, 
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wan, when he ſent me to Bowannee's Cutchery, where 1 received over the 


papers again.“ 


Ram Kiſhore Chowdry, another evidence, being ſworn, is « queſlioned as 


follows : 
- © Queſtion, Who are you? 


„ Anſwer. I am Juggool Mackerjes' s Gomaſtah ? 


Fr Queſtion. What do you know on the. — of Mackerjea's com- 
plaint? 


6 Anſwer. In Bhadoon 1 181, a Peon came to me from Bowannee Metre's 


Cutcherry, ſummoned me to Burdwan, and to carry with me the Jumma 


Curch account of Madgepore Hoodah. On my arrival, I delivered the 
papers to Ramhurry Ghoſe. The next day a Peon came to me in Bowannee 
Metre's name, and demanded the balance of my caſh, which I delivered 


over to Rottoo Podar, amounting to 575 rupees; and afterwards, whatever 


other papers were wanted, I depoſited. with Perberam Dutt, a Tuncaw 


Perberam Dutt 


Mohurer +, 
Queſtion. Why did you depoſit the papers with Perberam Dutt? 
e Anſwer. Peons repeatedly were ſent to me from Bowannee Metre's 
Cutcherry, and I delivered the papers where I was ordered,” 
Or ad, That Perberam Dutt be ſummoned. 


ordered to be 


ſummoned, 


Extra of Proceeding of the Chief and Council f Revenue at ' Burdwan, 


1 3th September, 1775. 


Reſuming the cauſe between Juggool Mackerjea and Modun Mohun 
Chowdry, the parties are called before the Board, rogether with Perberam 


Dutt, who was ſummoned the 1ft inſtant. 


Perberam Dutt 
queſtioned, 


Perberam Putt is interrogated as follows: 
Queſtion. What was your employ in Badoon 1180 ? 
_ & Anſwer, I was a ſervant to the Amboa Ranny, employed in the Bur- 


raat Mhaal or lands ſet afide for aſſignments. 


& Oveftion. Did you receive over any papers from Ramkiſhore bert 
« Anfwer. J was ſitting in Dewan Metre's Dufter, when Gooroo Per- 
ſaud Bhoſe, Modun Chon, Mohurer, was alfo Rur Ramkiffrore 
Chowdry delivered the papers of Madgepore Hoodah to him, who ſhewed 
them to me, and aſked me if they were right: 1 ſaid the accounts were 
right, and delivered them back. 
* Queſtion. Ramkiſhore has ſworn, that he delivered over the Madge- 
joe papers, how happens it that you lay they were Mpeg with Gooroo 
erſaud Bhoſe, and not with you? 
« Anſwer, I have already declared that] did not receive them; J aſk the 
farmer Dus Chowdry'and his Gomaſtah, ö 


+ A clerk of aſſigumeits of rents to be received. 


8, | | _ Dueſtion.. 
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«1M Weſton, © | Are 42 A ſervant to any one who pays you as a 'Funcaw 
Mohurer ? 1 5 

HAuſiuer. I am a ſervant of the Burra Dewatry, and receive my pay | 
therefrom. _ * 

« Ducftion. Did you receive any ochilideratidn from Modun Mohun 
Chowdry, Bowannee Metre, or others, for examining the papers of Madge 
pore Hoodahs, or the buſineſs you did with them? 

" © Anfwer, I did not receive any 9 from them, 1 was no ſervant of 
e Queſtion. For what purpoſe were the Madgepore accounts ſhewn 
to you?; 

« Anſwer. I 1 was fitting, as 1 fd before; in Bowannee Metre 8 Dufter 
doing my own buſineſs, when Gooroo Perſaud ſhewed me the papers as a 
Mohurer, and aſked me if they were right,” 


Ramkiſhore Chowdry being called before the Board, and reminded him: 5 


of his being upon oath: he is queſtioned as follows: 

Queſtion. In your former depoſition you aſſett, that after you had 
paid the balance of the Madgepore to Rottoo Podar, you from that time 
occaſionally delivered papers regarding that Hoodah to Perberam Dare, 
who denies having received them; have you any wunefſes to 3 in 
U of your aſſertion? 

'« Anſwer. I did not take any witneſſes; let his 80 through the Gery 
trial and then, if his aſſertion proves true, jet me be puniſhed accordingly. 

* Yueſtion. Were there any people preſent at the times you delivered 
the papers to Perberam; and where did you give him them: 

e Anſtwer. I delivered them to him in Bowannee Metre's Dewan-Connah Þ> 
when there were many perſons preſent ; but, as I ſaid before, I did not 
call any of them to bear witneſs of my giving the nen to Perberam 
Dutt. 15 

Fuggool Mackerjea acquaints the Board; that Ram Caunt Tavor, the 
perſon who heard the converſation of Ramhurry Naug in Jier or Aſſal 
laſt, at the time of the petition being preſented, is attending. He is ac- 
des ly called in and being duly ſworn, is aſked as follows: | 

© Durfion. What was your employ in 1181? 35 
„ Anſwer. I was the Doctor's Carz Barder, employed i in colltiing 
in ry balances, and paying them to Juggool Mackerjea. 35 
« YPueſtion. What do you know of the tranſaction of Juggool Macker- | 
Jea's being diſpoſſeſſed of his farm? 
© Anſwer, Juggool Mackerjea ſent W Metre and me to Ram- 
hurry Naug; when Ramſunder aſked Ramhurry Naug, why he had taken 
| hy oe Mackerjea's farm from him; to which Ramhurry rephed,-< I do 
* noÞknow Modun Mohun, I did not give the farm to hat, nor 18 E take 


1 Bowannee Metre's office for tranſacting his buſineſs as Dewan, 
OG. 
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&« jt from Juggool Muckerjea: the tranſaction has been conducted by col- 
tc luſion between Ramnaut Metre and Bowannee Metre : Bowannee Metre 
« took the Aumell Namma from me; I aſked bim to continue it to my 
% ſon-in-law, for the farms then held by him 1n MAGgepore; ans even this 
« he refuſed me; I could not help it.“ 

« Queſtion to Mackerjea, How came you to ſend Ram Caunt Aba 
and Ramſunder Metre on the above bulineſs, eight months after you was 
diſpoſſeſſed of your farm? 

« Anſwer, I was then about to make my complaint, and I ſeat them 
with a view to obtain proof.” 

Ordered, That Gomroo Perſaud Bhoſe, Modun Mohun Chowdry's Go- 
maſtah, be ſummoned. 


 Extratt of the Proceedings of the Chief, &c. Council "Y W at Burdwan, 
22d September, 1775. 


Gomroo Perſaud Bhoſe, who was ſummoned the 13th inſtance] in the 
cauſe between Juggool Mackerjea and Modun Mohun Chowdry, attend- 
ing, is called before the Board, and being ny ſworn, is s queſtioned as 
follows: 
Queſtion. What i is your name? 
& Anſwer. Goorow Perſaud Bhoſe ? 
« Oweſftion, Was you Modun Mohun Chowdry' 8 Gomaſtah in Bhadoon 
1181, 
« Anſwer, Yes, 1 was. | SLE 
& 9veftion, Did you receive in Bhadoon I 181 any papers or accounts 
of Madgepore, &c. Hoodah ? 
% Anſwer, Yes, | did. Kg 
e Queſtion. From whom did you receive them ? 
« Anſwer, From Ram Kiſhore Chowdry. 
AQNueſtion. Was Perberam Dutt nn when you received the accounts? 
„ Anſwer. Yes, he was. 
© Queſtion, Whether or not did you deliver the accounts to Perberam 
Dutt, and for what purpoſe? . 
« Anſwer, | put them into his hands to look at, as he was a a Mohurer: 
& Oweſtion. Where was you at the time? 
e Anſwer, In Dewan Metre's Cutchery, 
Queſtion. Were there any other perſons preſent 1 in the Cutchery 2. 
% Anſwer, Three or four others. | 
« Nueſtion. Can you produce any witneſſes of Ram Kiſhore Chowdry' 8 
having delivered the papers to you; ? bh | 
w Anſwer. No, I have none.” 
F Juggool Mackerjea lays before the Board his final 999064 in Aa of 
is caule, 
Ordered, That they be tranſlated, and laid before us at our next meeting. 
2 Modun 


1 


Modun Mohun Chowdry is made acquainted, that at our next meeting 
he may deliver in any further anſwer he may have to make, in conſequence 
of the examination that has hitherto taken place. 


1 4 


Extract of Proceedings. of the Chief and Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
| e aut] 25th September, 1775. Re 
Received the following Arzee from Modun Chowdry, particulars of Mo- 
dun Chowdry, renter of the Torroff of Madgepore, appertaining to the 
Dewery Mahl. 1 VH Ee | 
„The Torroff, in the year 79, was held in farm by Cauly Perſaud Bhoſe, 
whom the Naib * of the Dewery in 1180, in the month of Sawun, dif- 
poſſeſſed, and gave the farm to Juggool Kiſhore Mackerjea. Afterwards, 
in the month of Sawun 1181, the Dewery Naib gave the farm to me; I 
took out an Ammelnam, and made regular payments of my revenue. The 
ſaid Muckerjea hath preſented a complaint to the Council, aſſerting, that 
the farm is not my. property ; the gentlemen, agreeable to juſtice, put 
me to my oath, which I took with Ganges water in my hand. : 
The farms of the Dewery Mahl are not likewiſe held on the Outcry 
tenure, not let on leaſes or periodical engagements. The Ranny at all 
times grants farms to and diſpoſſeſſes whomſoever ſhe pleaſes of her own 
authority. Cauly Perſaud Bhoſe's Vackeel, in the year 1180, preſented 
a complaint to Mr. Bathoe, on the ſubject of this Torroff. That Gentle- 
man finding on inquiry however, that the Dewery Mahl was not included 
in the Outcry, that no term was fixed to the leaſe, and that ſhe (the 
Ranny) gave to, and deprived whomſoever ſhe pleaſed of their lands, of 
her own authority, rejected the application; the Mutſuddies +, Munfhees . 
and Arizbegees S are acquainted with thoſe particulars, The Naib of the 
Dewery gave me the farm, I have regularly paid my revenue, and am now 
unreaſonably brought to trouble.” Omen 9 
Ordered, That a copy of the above Arzee be delivered to Juggool Mac- 
kerjea, and he directed to give in his anſwer. 18 
Mr. Higginſon propoſes, that copy be alſo given to the Dewan Lolla 
Coſſaul Chund, and Roop Narrain Chowdry; and that their opinions be 
required on that part of it, where Modun Mohun alleges that the Dewery 
lands are held on different tenures with the other lands of the Province; 
and the Ranny has the power of removing her under farmers at pleaſure. 
Mr. Roſewell cannot ſuppoſe that the Amboa Ranny has an excluſive 
privilege to commit acts of injuſtice or oppreſſion in her lands, though he 
conſiders ſhe holds them on a very different tenure from the generality of 


Deputy Dewan of the Dewery. + Clerks, | E 
+ Secietaries for the Perſian language. § Servants who introduce viſitors, 


the 


The Board's 
re marks. 


eſteems him to have an undoubted right to claim the ſame prote 


* 
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the farmers; and in this particular cauſe of Juggool Macker) jew he 

ion of 
this Board, equally ſo with others, in conſequence of the Perwanna, ordered 
on Conſultation 11th Auguſt 1774, which was intended for the general good 
of the whole, and not-to exclude any particular individual. Mr. Roſewell 
further propoſes, that Juggeol Mackerjea be preſent when the above peti- 
tion of Modun Mohun Chowdry is read to the Dewan and Roop Nar- 


rain; and that he be permitted verbally to give his anſwer ; and that they 


may then decide upon it agreeably by Mr Higginſon's propoſals. 

The Board proceeded. to aſcertain whether the order, as mentioned in 
Mr. RoſewelPs minute, was iſſued prior to the period of Juggool Mackerjea 
being deprived of his farm, or poſterior to it. It appears from the Aumil 
Namma putting Modun Mohun Chowdry in poſſeſſion of the farm, that 
it was dated 25th Sawun 1181, and that the advertiſement prohibiting 
Cutkenadars from being diſpoſſeſſed at the pleaſure of the head - farmers, is 


dated the 11th Auguſt 1774, or 29th Sawin, which was four days after- 


wards, and ſeveral days more muſt neceſſarily have elapſed before the pur- 
port of it could be made public. 

Mr. Roſewell looks upon the above remark of the Board as no matter 
of conſequence to the circumſtance in queſtion; an act of injuſtice does not 
alter by being committed five days before an order for no ſuch unjuſt 
proceedings Niug tranſacted in future, and there is no authority that can 
be produced to ſthew that they ever were permitted to exiſt at all, but 
power and an undue influence have always prevented the oppreſſed from 
getting any redreſs of their juſt complaints —Mr. Roſewell cannot ſee why 
a man is not intitled to juſtice whenever an opportunity offers for him to 

of it, 
1 It appears from the defendants laſt anſwer, as well as from a Wer 
acknowledgment of the complainant, that the latter Juggool Mackerjea 
got poſſeſſion of the farm in Sawun 1180 from Cally Perſaud, who it 1s. 
well known complained to Mr. Bathoe on the ſubject. The injuſtice there- 
fore of Juggool Mackerjea being deprived of his farm in Sawun 1181, re- 


5 mains now to be proved from Juggool Mackerjea's exhibits, the reſult of 


which will greatly tend to decide the cauſe in queſtion. 
Mr. Roſewell obſerves, that the circumſtance of Cauly Perſand” Bhoſe 
being deprived of his farm has nothing to do with the preſent. complaint 
of Juggool Mackerjea, and that it is time enough to take chat! into conſider - 
ation When a complaint is preferred by Cauly Bhoſe. 
In order that Lalla Coſſaul Chund and Roopnarrain Geer may have 


a clear idea of this cauſe to form their judgment upon, Mr. Roſewell thinks 


it is. but equitable, that they ſhould be furniſhed with a tranſlation of the 


whole of the proceedings, as he conceives that the Board's deciſion on the 


caule will greatly depend on their opinions. 
The 


667 
The queſtion being put to Lalla Coſſaul Chund and Roopnarain, agree- 
ably to Mr. Higginſon's propoſal, they reply, that it is cuſtomary for the 
farmers of the province to let out their lands to their Cutkenadars, agreeably 


to the period for which they enter into their engagements at the Sudder z 
after which, they cannot diſpoſſeſs them till the expiration of the leaſe : 


Anſwer of the 

Zemindary De- 
wan and Ro1p- 
narrain Chow- 
dry, 


that with the Dowry it is quite different, as the Ranny has it in her power 


to relet her lands yearly, or extend them at her own pleaſure. 

Mr. Roſewell begs leave to propoſe the following queſtions to Lalla 
Coſſaul Chund and Roopnarrain Chowdry : „ 7; 

Quseſtion. To deprive a man of his farm in the middle of the year 
with a ſtanding crop upon the ground, whether do you think that a juſt, or 

an unjuſt act?“ wit „ b 
Mr. Higginſon obſerves, that he has no objection whatever to any 
queſtions being put by a ſingle member of the Board to the Zemindarry 
Dewan and Roopnarrain Chowdry, and therefore thinks that Mr. Roſewell's 


Mr. Hoazginſon's 
remark, | 


queſtions had better be termed general ones, than particular, as the latter 


are for the currency of buſineſs better avoided unleſs urged by diſſents. 


Mr. Roſe well is obliged to Mr. Higginſon for the compliment of the above 


minute, and in return acquaints him, he had no objection to the ſingle 
queſtion juſt now put by him. 


« Anſwer, It is not cuſtomary for farmers to turn out their Cutkena- 


dars in the courſe of the year, but they may do it at the end of the year. 
AQueſtion. Whether can they diſpoſſeſs if he has ſecured the next year's 

-leaſe two or three months before the old year expires? 2s 
« Anſwer. Yes, certainly; they can even do it if he has received 


the Pooneah Chittee, in caſe an increaſe is offered which he does not 


chuſe to pay. 


* Queſtion, Propoſed by Mr. Roſewell, but being objected to by the 


Board, he enters it as his own. — Tou ſay, that the Amboa Ranny had an 
excluſive right on her hereditary eſtate to commit all acts of injuſtice, before 
the above order was iſſued, without being accountable to this Board or the 
ſuperintendent of the Adawlet; who inveſted her with ſuch authority ? 
Anſwer. What oppreſſion and injuſtice has ſhe been guilty of?“ 


Juggool Mackerjea's exhibits given to be tranſlated at our laſt meeting 


being prepared, are entered as follows : 


Writing of Ramburry Gboſe. 


You have farmed the village of Kaſebpore, &c. to Juggool Kiſhore 
Mackerjea. The ſaid renter pays in his rents here; a Peon is gone from 
Buck ſha into the Moffuſſil to bring in his accounts; you are coming hither, 
if it be neceſſary, the renter will deliver them in here; you are maſter, I 


trouble you to requeſt you will recall the Peons. | 
HS (Signed) R. K. Perſian Tranſlator. 
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Letter to the Gomaſtah and Renter of the Village of Ruſſelpore, dated the 147 


of Faugun. 


„ At this time it appears that the Sudder cortailinent hath never been 
cuſtomary in the village of Jookbegiret, but that you now curtail it, what 
manner is this? if it be not cuſtomary from former time. You will at 
preſent likewiſe deſiſt from curtailing it, that no further complaints may 
arrive on this head. 

« Tullib Chitty under ſignature of Ramnarrain Metre, to the Go- 

maſtah of the village Beloura, Kaſebpore, and Letifpoor, dated the gth 
3 1181. 

On receipt thereof, you will repair hither with the accounts for three 
years.” 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
4th December, 1775. 


Mr. Roſewell enters the following minute. « By the authority whereof 
Bowannee Metre, the Honourable Spin 's Dewan, exerciſed over Ram- 

hurry Chowdry, late Dewan to the Amboa Ranny, which cauſed the Amil- 
nama of Modun Mohun Chowdry for the farm of Madgepore, to be dated 
prior to the Board's hate Pe reſpecting farmers diſpoſſeſſing their Kut- 
kennadars of their farms (without ſhewing cauſe to us and waiting our 
deciſion thereon), although Juggool Mackerjea was not deprived thereof till 
Auguſt the 16th; being a tranſaction that came to my knowledge the very 
next day after he, Modun Mohun Chowdry, had taken ſo much pains to 
prove the contrary, as is entered on our proceedings, makes me record this 
circumſtance now, in order to ſhew the more clearly to you, Gentlemen, the 
greater degree of villany in his ſupporting his vile caufe by ſo flimſy an 
artifice, which the fool, it he had a grain of ſenſe, might have foreſeen would 
be diſcovered. I do not mention this as a matter that I think will better 
the other man's pretenſions that are already ſo very juſt, from the authenti- 
cated proofs he has produced; for 1 have before obſerved, that an act of 
injuſtice will ever continue ſo till ic is redreſſed, and that every man is right 
to take the opportunity when it offers of obtaining Juſtice. As this caule, 
Gentlemen, has for ſome time paſt been drawn to a concluſion, | requeſt we 
may now pals our decree upon it. 


(Signed) Jonx RoSEwWELL.” 


The examination into the complaint preferred by Juggool Mackerjea 
againſt Modun Mohun Chowdry being now concluded, the whole of the 
proceedings on the ſubject are read over, and the Board now proceed to paſs 
a deciſion on the cauſe. 

Mr. Dawſon obſerves, © That during the trial of the above cauſe, he was 
ablent ar Biſſenpoor, but from the proceedings of the Board it appears to 
him, that Jug 8800 N has unjuſtly diſpoſſeſſed of his farm; and 

„ that 
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that there has exiſted throughout the whole tranſaction, a colluſion between 
Modun Mohun and Bowannee Metre, that the latter was in fact the renter, 


and the farmer was nominally ſo.—He therefore is of opinion, that Juggool 


Mackerjea is intitled to every benefit that the farm yielded during the time 


it was in Modun Mohun's poſſeſſion. Mr. Dawſon is further of opinion, 
that Modun Mohun Chowdry and Perberam Dutt have been guilty of per- 
jury; he therefore propoſes, that they may be delivered over to the Foul- 
darry Adawlut “ to ſtand their trial; and that the Fouſdar be furniſhed with 
every information that may be requiſite for paſſing deciſion on their conduct 
in this particular.“ . 5 . 
Mr. Roſewell's opinion. As it clearly appears in the- courſe of this trial, 


that a great deal of oppreſſion, colluſion, bribery, and at laſt perjury, on 


the part of Bowannee Metre, his relations and dependants, have been tranſ- 
acted, Mr. Roſewell coincides in the above opinion of Mr. Dawſon, which 
is ſo very juſt and proper. 1255 
Mr. Pye in both reſpects is of Mr. Dawſon's opinion. 3 
Mr. Higginſon's opinion, From what has appeared in our records, Mr. 
Higginſon is of opinion, that Juggool Mackerjea was unjuſtly de- 
prived of his farm by Bowannee Metre the Dewan ; and that he alone ſhould 
be accountable to the Plaintiff for the profit which the latter may prove to 
have ariſen to the Defendant, on account the Hoodah of Madgepore for 
1181. Mr. Higginſon is the more ſtrengthened in this opinion from the 
circumſtances of the Hoodah in diſpute having been taken away from the 
Plaintiff, and given, through the influence of Bowannee Metre, to the Defend- 
ant, at a decreaſe of goo and odd rupees. As there are ſuſpicions of Modun 
Mohun Chowdry and Perberam Dutt having perjured themſelves, Mr. Hig- 
ginſon thinks they ſhould take their trial at the Fouſdary Adawlut. 


The Cbief's opinion. As it appears in the courſe of the examination into 


the complaint of Juggool Mackerjea, that Ramhurry Naug, late Dowry 
Dewan, put Modun Mohun Chowdry in poſſeſſion of Madgepore farm, he 


doubtleſs became the actual renter conſiſtent with the regulations of the 


province, and the late Dewan Ramhurry Naug was amenable to the ejected 
renter; and in caſe of his deceaſe (which circumſtance has happened) 1 am 
of opinion, that the complaint of Juggool Mackerjea comes properly againſt 
the Ranny of Amboa for the miſconduct of her Agent; and that Modun 
Mohun Chowdry has equitable pretenſions to the profits derived from the 
farm of Madgepore during the time he held poſſeſſion, As the gentlemen 
| ſeem to entertain a ſtrong ſuſpicion that the evidence of Modun Mohun 
Chowdry and Perberam Dutt has not its exiſtence in fact, however difficult 
it may be to aſcertain perjury, yet as the very arraignment may kave a 
good effect, J approve of an enquiry being commenced in the Fouſdarry 
Adawlut. (Signed) E. STEPHENSON, 


Court of Criminal JuriſdiQion, 


— — D 8 * 
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Mr. Roſewell will leave it to the judgment of his ſuperiors for them to 
conſider how far Modun Mohun Chowdry and Perberam Dutt are guihy of 
perjury, after they have peruſed our proceedings on this cauſe, or whether 
they are guilty of mere ſuſpicions, as Mr, Higginſon inſinuates.— V. B. This 
farm was a part of the aſſignment for the payment of Huzzoory Mull's 
bond and other creditors of the Amboa Ranny ; and Perberam Dutt was 
the Tuncaw Mohurer*; conſequentiy all papers regarding it came under his 
inſpection. Mr. Roſewell further obſerves, with regard to the Chief's re- 


mark, that the Plaintiff ſhould come on the Amboa Ranny for the miſcon- 


duct of her Agent; in anſwer thereto, Mr. Roſewell refers to Conſultation. 
13th September, where Ramcaunt Tagore's ſworn evidence is taken, which 
throws the whole tranſaction on Bowannee Metre. Reſpecting the decree, if 
it is to be aſſed either againſt Modun Mohun Chowdry, or Bowannee Metre, 


the Chief efteems the latter to have been more the principal on the occaſion, 
and that Modun Mohun Chowdry was merely an inſtrument. 


The Board being of opinion, that Bowannee Metre has been the principal 


perſon concerned in the injury done to Juggool Mackerjea, by depriving him 


of his farm, and that he has received the benefit ariſing from it. 
 ereed, That he be ordered to pay to Juggool Mackerjea the amount 


thereof; and that a decree be accordingly made out to this effect, and de- 


livered to the parties, who ſhall each appoint arbitrators to decide the damage 
accruing to Ju 88000 Mackerjea from his being ee at an improper 
ſeaſon. 

Ordered, That the officers of the Fouſdarry Adawlut be directed to ſum- 
mon Modun Mohun Chowdry and Perberam Dutt, to ſtand their trial as 


Propoſed aböve, and that the Darogha be furniſhed with the neceſſary papers. 


As this cauſe is one of the articles referred to us by the Honourable 
Board of Revenue in Bowannee Metre's examination before them tranſmitted 
accompanying their letter of 17th October laſt, —Agreed, we forward to 


them extract of this day's Conſultation, and refer them to our former pro- 
ceedings on the 3 


A true extract. (Signed) D. H. MDowars, Secretary. 


Extratt of the Proceedings of bs Provincial Council of Revenne at 8 
the 13th December, 1775. : 


Iuggool Mackerjea having repreſented to the Board, that the decree in 
His cauſe as paſſed the 27th ali. does not entirely correſpond with his idea 
of the order which was then iſſued, it is ſent for, and being examined, is 
found to be made out againft Modun Mohun Chowdry, inſtead of Bowannee 
Metre, as minuted in the proceedings; the acting Chief having therefore 


_ rectified it, lays it before the Board for their approbation. 


* The Clerk of that Aſſignment. 
The 


* 
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The parties attending are called before the Board, and the decree 
being tendered to them; but Bowannee Metre's Agent Ramhurry Ghoſe 
refuſing to receive it, alleging, that he cannot, without firſt adviling the 
Principal; and as he allo declines appointing an Arbitrator, agreeably to 
the order of Council, 1 | „ 
Reſolved, That the ſpace of ſeven days be allowed him to obtain his Prin- 
cipal's ſanction; but if he does not receive it within that time, an order will 
paſs for examining the Moffuſſil accounts of the Madgepore Hoodah; and 
whatever ſum may thereupon appear due to Juggool Mackerjea will be in— 
forced payment of. Ts 


Extra? of Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 27th 
| December, 1775, 


Mr, Higginſon acquaints the Board, that in conſequence of their re- 
ſolution ot the 4th inſtant, he, as acting Chief, ſummoned Modun Mohun 
Chowdry, to attend at Burdwan, as he was then abſent at his houſe; and 
that the Peon who carried the ſummons is returned, and reports that he is 


gone to Calcutta. 584,55 i DT 
As reed, That the Chief be requeſted to ſend a ſummons for Modun 


Mohun Chowdry, and Perberam Dutt being now at Burdwan, that he be 


ordered to attend the Fouſdarry Adawlut immediately. Z 5 

Ramhurry Ghoſe attending, acquaints the Board, that in conſequence of 
the orders of the 13th inſtant, he wrote to Bowannee Metre on the ſubject of 
the decree on Juggool Mackerjea's complaint, and that he has received an 
anſwer to his letter which he lays before them. N 


Letter of Bowannee Metre to Ramburry Ghoſe. 


I have received your letter, and underſtood that Juggool Mackerjea was 


before the Council on Wedneſday, and ordered to receive a decree to con- 


ſent to Arbitrators concerning the Hooda of Madgepore. The trial took 
place with Modun Mohun Chowdry, and you are directed to take the decree. 
If it was an affair of my own, I would att in conformity to the Gentlemen's 


pleaſure; but the matter belongs not to me but to another. How then can 


I receive a decree, if the Gentlemen will favourably pleaſe to appoint five 
reputable reaters, arbitrators in the claim made on me by Mackerjea, if 
by their inveſtigation, his claim on me appears jult, I will be anſwerable.” _ 
Bowannee Metre's Vackeel being again aſked, it he will appoint an arbitrator 
on the part of his Principal, for the purpoſe of ſettling the damage ſuſtained 
by Juggool Mackerjea from depriving him of his farm, he ſtill declines it; 
Agreed therefore, That in conformity to our reſolution of the 13th inſtanr, 
an examination into the Moffuſſil accounts do take place, and that the Mo- 
hurrers who were employed in the Madgepore Hoodah in 1181 be ſum- 
moned to Burdwan with their papers and account for that year, 


„ 


Caſe of the Ranwy of Autos 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, the 2 55 
July, 1775. 


RE AD the following Petition from Huzzoory Mull and Roy Dal Chund, 


| delivered in by che Governor general, from Rajah Huzzoory Mull 
and Rajah Dal Chund. 


In the month of Afar, in the Bengal year 1181 (June 1774) Mr. 
Vanſittart, who was then Chief of the Burdwan diſtrict, repreſented to us, 
that the Ranny of Amboa, who has poſſeſſion of the Pergunnah of Sein- 
paharry and other Mahals, in which the Chichlah“ of Burra Dowry is 
included, was very much involved in debt; that her creditors were urgent 
for payment, which greatly diſtreſſed her: that one of them having preferred 
a complaint to the court of Dewanny Adawlut, had actually obtained a de- 
cree againſt her. That, in conſequence, the payment of her revenue was 
interrupted, and ſhe herſelf diſtreſſed to provide for the expence of her 
houſc: that ſhe was not able to diſcharge her debts; that the intereſt on 
them was daily accumulating; and that if ſome one did not afſiſt her, ſhe 
muſt ſhortly be inevitably ruined.— He therefore deſired we would aſſiſt 
her with a loan to a large amount, to pay off a part of her creditors; = 
propoſed, that we and the remaining creditors ſhould be paid by a 
aſſignment of lands, the produce of which ſhould be divided in equal 
proportions amongſt us. 

« We agreed to this propoſal, and accordingly lent her the ſum of 
1, 66, 400 rupees +, at two per cent. per month intereſt, which was the rate we 
were authorized to receive by the Governor and Council, and which was 
as low as any of the merchants received, The whole of this ſum was 
applied by her to the diſcharge of her debts to ſeveral of the merchants, 


. + Nearly 2c, ocol ſterling, Ra 
2 a liſt 
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a liſt of whoſe names with the particulars is in our poſſeſſion; and ſhe 
gave us a bond for it under date the 18th of Sewun 1181, The remaining 
debts due from her to other merchants amounted to 1,67,000 rupees, which 
added to the loan which he granted her, made the ſum of 3, 33, 400 rupees. 
For the payment of theſe debts, the Ranny ſeparated ſeveral Mahls from 
the Dewery, and aſſigned them to us. The revenue of theſe Mahls, 
agreeable to the Huſtabood ®, ſhould amount to a lack of rupees a year; 
and the Ranny entered into an engagement, that they ſhould remain in our 
| charge till the debts were completely paid; and that in caſe of their pro- 
ducing leſs than a lack of rupees, ſhe would make up the deficiency out 
of her own treaſury, We allo engaged, that if in any year the produce 
ſhould exceed a lack of rupees, the *overplus ſhould be paid to the Ranny. 

The merchants were to receive a lack of rupees annually, to which ſettle- 
ment all the reſt of them, as well as ourſelves, . z and the Ranny Was 
pleaſed, - 

& The produce of laſt year amounted to 88 072 rupees, of which 
6,051 rupees were collected before our aſſignment took place; the remainder 
being 82,021 rupees, was, according to agreement, divided proportionably. 
We received 41,354 7, and the other merchants 40, 666 9. 

The Ranny did not pay up the deficiency according to her engage- 
ment, and has now taken the aſſigned lands from us againſt our conſent, 
and employs her own people to colle& the revenue of them. She will 
therefore embezzle what ſhe pleaſes of it to herſelf, and from the reſt will 
make partial payments to the merchants, according as ſhe is pleaſed or 
diſpleaſed with them. When we complain to the Ranny on this ſubject, 
ſhe anſwers, that if ſhe gives up theſe Mahls, ſhe ſhall be unable to diſ- 
charge her revenue ro Government, and to provide for the expences of 
her houſe. This plea is frivolous : her other lands are more than ſufficient 
for the intire diſcharge of her revenue to Government, and for the neceſ- 
ſary expences of her family. 

« If the Ranny pleads this excuſe, we are hopeful that an order may be 
iſſued to pur all the Mahls of the Burra Doury under our charge; and 
we will enter into engagement with the Government to diſcharge the full 
amount of the Company's revenue, and will pay 2,000 rupees monthly, 
for the Ranny's houſehold expences; after which the merchants ſhall receive 
a lack of rupees, agreeable to the former agreement; and whatever over- 
plus remains, after the diſcharge of theſe three articles, ſhall alſo be paid 
to the Ranny. Uf this requeſt does not meet with the approbation of the 
Council, we are hopeful, that they will iſſue a Perwannah +, that the Mahls 
. alſigned by the Ranny to the merchants, be kept ſeparate for them, that 
at all events they may, àgreeable to engagement, ſhare according to their 
ſeveral proportions. Either put theſe Mahls under our charge, or let a 
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perſon be appointed to the charge of them on the part of the Government ; 
or elſe, if the Council approve of it, let a truit-worthy perſon be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Government, to collect the rents of all the 
Mabls of the Burra Dowry, with directions to diſcharge the Company's 
0 revenue firſt, to pay the Ranny ſuch a ſum as you may judge proper tor 
her expences, and afterwards to divide the overplus amongſt the creditors, 
according to our reſpective proportions, | 
We beg the favour in our own names and in thoſe of the other mer— 
chants, that you will ſpeedily give the neceſſary orders in this matter, other- 
wile, as the ſeaſon for collecting is paſſing away, the Muttaſedies of the 
Ranny will embezzle the produce of the aſſigned Mahls, and we ſhall be 
put to great trouble. e „ | 8 5 
Asgreed, That we refer the foregoing Petition to the Provincial Council Referret to 
of Burdwan 5 5 . e 
The General moves, © That the Provincial Council of Burdwan do g.,.. 
make inquiries by whom the money was firſt lent to the Ranny; and like tion. 
wiſe with the ſeveral transfers of the ſecurity, to its coming into the hands 
of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; and to mention the whole amount of 
the ſums paid on account of intereſt for this debt, with the rate of it.“ 
Mr. Frands. I agree to it.“ N oy 
Mr. Barwell, © I think it entirely unneceſſary. If there are any ob- 
jections to be made by the debtor to the claim of the creditors, ſhe will 
naturally ſtart it, in oppoſition to the claim, and litigate the demand. 
Every private tale, however falſely advanced, by ſuch a mode of procedure, 
ſubjects individuals looking up for the juſtice of Government to vexatious 
difficulties and obſtructions; and I conceive it to be unbecoming in this 
Board, to commiſſion Provincial Councils to aſk of the Ranny of Amboa, 
or people in ſimilar circumſtances, it they have any objections to make to 
the payment of their Debts ? People in ſuch ſituations are ready enough 
to evade payment, without being called upon publickly by the Govern- 
ment for excuſes for ſuch evaſion. I have not the leaſt objection to a 
judicial proceſs being ordered in the court of Dewanny, or in any other 
court that may be particularly inſtituted for the cognizance of this com- 
plaint, to decide on its merit. But I have a very great objection to the 
adoption of any meaſures that can only tend to delay the ultimate deciſion 
of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund's claim, with the claims of the other 
creditors of the Ranny.” C 5 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon. ] have no objection to the motion. The wr, Monſons 
Petitioners have preferred their claim to the deciſion of the Board, and the „hu. 
interpoſition of it. I do not think we can decide upon It, until we are 
acquainted with the juſtneſs of their demands. I think it for the honour 
of this Board, to inquire into all matters referred to them, before they 
decide on the merits of the Petitions ; and I think a perſon in the particular | 
ſituation of the Ranny of Amboa, may be induced to comply with a | 
| | 4 L demand 
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a liſt of whoſe names wich the particulars is in our poſſeſſion z and ſhe 
gave us a bond for it under date the 18th of Sewun 1181, The remaining 
debts due from her to other merchants amounted to 1,67, 00 rupees, which 
added to the loan which he granted her, made the ſum of 3, 33, 400 rupees, 
For the payment of theſe debts, the Ranny ſeparated ſeveral Mahls from 
the Dewery, and aſſigned them to us. The revenue of theſe Mahls, 
agreeable to the Huſtabood *, ſhould amount to a lack of rupees a year; 
and the Ranny entered into an engagement, that they ſhould remain in our 
charge till the debts were completely paid; and that in caſe of their pro- 
_ ducing leſs than a lack of rupees, ſhe would make up the deficiency out 
of her own treaſury, We allo engaged, that if in any year the produce 
ſhould exceed a lack of rupees, the overplus ſhould be paid to the Ranny. 

The merchants were to receive a lack of rupees annually, to which ſertle- 
ment all the reſt of them, as well as ourſelves, agreed; and the Ranny was 
pleaſed. 

* The produce of laſt year amounted to 88,072 rupees, of which 
6,051 rupees were collected before our aſſignment took place; the remainder 
being 82,021 rupees, was, according to agreement, divided proportionably. 
We received 41,354 7, and the other merchants 40, 666 9. 

The Ranny did not pay up the deficiency according to her engage- 
ment, and has now taken the aſſigned lands from us againſt our conſent, 
and employs her own people to colle& the revenue of them. She will 
therefore embezzle what ſhe pleaſes of it to herſelf, and from the reſt will 
make. partial payments to the merchants, according as ſhe is pleaſed or 
diſpleaſed with them. When we complain to the Ranny on this ſubject, 
ſhe anſwers, that if ſhe gives up theſe Mahls, ſhe ſhall be unable to diſ- 
charge her revenue to Government, and to provide for the expences of 
her houſe. This plea is frivolous : her other lands are more than ſufficient 
for the intire diſcharge of her revenue to Government, and for the neceſ- 
ſary expences of her family, 

« If the Ranny pleads this excuſe, we are hopeful that an order may be 
iſſued to pur all the Mahls of the Burra Doury under our charge; and 
we will enter into engagement with the Government to diſcharge the full 
amount of the Company's revenue, and will pay 2,000 rupees monthly, 
for the Ranny's houſehold expences; after which the merchants ſhall receive 
a lack of rupees, agreeable to the former agreement ; 'and whateyer over- 
plus remains, after the diſcharge of theſe three articles, ſhall alſo be paid 
to the Ranny. If this requeſt does not meet with the approbation of the 
Council, we are hopeful, that they will iſſue a Perwannah +, that the Mahls 
afigned by the Ranny to the merchants, be kept ſeparate for them, that 
at all events they may, agreeable to engagement, ſhare according to their 
ſeveral proportions. Either put theſe Mahls under our charge, or let a 
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perſon be appointed to the charge of them on the part of the Government 
or elſe, if the Council approve of it, let a truit-worthy perſon be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Government, to collect the rents of all the 
Mabls of the Burra Dowry, with directions to diſcharge the Company's 
revenue firſt, to pay the Ranny ſuch a ſum as you may judge proper tor 0 
her expences, and afterwards to divide the overplus amongſt the creditors, 
according to our reſpective proportions, „„ 
We beg the favour in our own names and in thoſe of the other mer— 
chants, that you will ſpeedily give the neceſſary orders in this matter, other- 
wile, as the ſeaſon for collecting is paſſing away, the Muttaſedies of the 
Ranny will embezzle the produce of the aſſigned Mahls, and we ſhall be 
put to great trouble. a 155 i 
Agreed, That we refer the foregoing Petition to the Provincial Council Referred to 
of Burdwan. . „„ eee 
The General moves, „That the Provincial Council of Burdwan do dae 
make inquiries by whom the money was firſt lent to the Ranny; and like tion. 
wiſe with the ſeveral transfers of the ſecurity, to its coming into the hands 
of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; and to mention the whole amount of 
the ſums paid on account of intereſt for this debt, with the rate of it.“ 
Mr. Francis. I agree to it.“ a VT 
Mr. Barwell. 1 think it entirely unneceſſary. If there are any ob- 
jections to be made by the debtor to the claim of the creditors, ſhe will 
naturally ſtart it, in oppoſition to the claim, and litigate the demand. 
Every private tale, however falſely advanced, by ſuch a mode of procedure, 
ſubjects individuals looking up for the juſtice of Government to vexatious 
difficulties and obſtructions; and I conceive it to be unbecoming in this 
Board, to commiſſion Provincial Councils to aſk of the Ranny of Amboa, 
or people in ſimilar circumſtances, it they have any objections to make to 
the payment of their Debts ? - People in ſuch ſituations are ready enough ; 
to evade payment, without being called upon publickly by the Govern- 
ment for excuſes for ſuch evaſion. I have not the leaſt objection to a 
Judicial proceſs being ordered in the court of Dewanny, or in any other 
court that may be particularly inſtituted for the cognizance of this com- 
plaint, to decide on its merit. But I have a very great objection to the 
adoption of any meaſures that can only tend to delay the ultimate deciſion 
of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund's claim, with the claims of the other 
creditors of the Ranny.” “ . = | 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon. © I have no objection to the motion. The N. Montor's 
Petitioners have preterred their claim to the deciſion of the Board, and the opinion. 
interpoſition of it. I do not think we can decide upon it, until we are 
acquainted with the juſtneſs of their demands. I think it for the honour 
of this Board, to inquire into all matters referred to them, before they 
decide on the merits of the Petitions ; and I think a perſon in the particular 
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demand of this kind, much upon her knowing the influence and conſequence 
of the perſons who make the demand.” 
General's opi- = General Clavering. My reaſon for deſiring that the Council of Burdwan 
OED might enter on the examination, is to diſcover whether any perſons employed 
in the collections of the revenue, or who may have been of the Council, did 
lend the money; becauſe if it ſhall appear that they ſolicited deductions to 
be made from the rent, l think ſuch information may conduce much to guide 
the judgment of this Board, in what may be proper to be done in the matter 
now before them.” 
reer Governor- general I am aware of the objections fene by Mr. Barwell, 
but agree to the motion; rather preferring the delay, the effects of which, 
I hope, may be in a great meaſure obviated, by a ſubſequent propoſal 
which I have to make to the Board, than to leave the e of the propoſed 
inquiry to conjecture.“ 
General's for-, General Clavering, © I deſire, in addition, that the Council of Burdwan 
cher motion. will inform this Board, what application has been made fince the year 
1752, for deductions from the rents of the Ranny of Amboa, and how 
much have been obtained by the Ranny.” 
Reſolution. Fe ſolved, Agreeably to the GeneraPs motions, 
Oe nor- gene- Governor general. move that the Council of Burdwan be ordered 
ral's motion. to appoint a proper perſon to the charge of the collections of the lands 
held by the Ranny of Amboa, called the Dowry Lands, either jointly or 
independently of her, as they ſhall think proper ; and that after receiving 
ſo much as ſhall be due for payment of the rents to Government, they 
appropriate 2000 rupees per month, for the Ranny's expences, and keep 
the remainder as a depolit to be divided amongſt her creditors, as their 
reſpective demands ſhall be eſtabliſhed.” 

Mr. Francis. © It cannot require many days to obtain an anſwer from the 
Council of Burdwan, to the inquiries which they are directed to make into the 
nature and circumſtances of the Ranny of Amhoa's debts. I would not in 
the mean time ſequeſter any part of her lands for the payment of them, 

ſince this Board has no evidence of the reality of ſuch debts, but the aſſer- 
tions of the petitions ; and ſuppoſing the debts to be eſtabliſhed, a ſhort 
delay of any reſolution on the Governor- general's motion cannot be of con- 
Wanner to the creditors.“ 

Mr. Barwell. ] do not think that the Ranny ſhould be permitted to 
preſume upon the change of Government, to convert to idle expence the 
revenues et aſide for diſcharging her debts to her creditors. 88,000 rupees 

in the courſe of the paſt year were ſet aſide, and received by the creditors, The 
Ranny has'now, in defiance of the orders by which this appropriation of her 
revenue was made, taken it to herſelf.— A new ſequeſtration is not there- 
fore propoſed by the Governor-general, but that ſhe ſhould not aſſume 
into her own hands, in defiance of every rule and authority, the lands 
allotted for the payment of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund, &c.” : 
3 The 
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The Honourabie Mr. Monſon. © I am not for ſequeſtring the land until 
the juſtneſs of the demands of the petitions have been eſtabliſhed. Such a 
proceeding would be peculiarly hard on the defendants, as they might be 
for ever deprived of the advantages of their eſtate, by claims being con- 
ſtantly and vexatiouſly preferred againſt them.—Beſides, it would be ſingu- 
lar, as ſequeſtrations are, I believe, never admitted before the debts are 
roved.”— q „ 
General Clavering. © If we were to allow every claim which has been 
eſtabliſhed by © uropeans employed in the collection of the revenues upon the 
Zemindars, we might authoriſe many which have been exacted by the moſt 
unjuſtifiable means, to the total ruin both of the Zemindars and of the 
country.—I will not therefore give my conſent that any claims whatever 
| ſhall be eſtabliſhed againſt them, without ſufficient proof that the money 
was bona fide lent for the purpoſes which are mentioned in the Huzzoory 
MulPs petition.“ : Ty ooo 
Governor general, ] do not conſider the claim of the Petitions as a new 
matter, but founded on a right already decided, —The fact, as they have 
related it, is ſimply this, they lent the Ranny 1,66,400 rupees—She was in— 
debted to other perſons 1,67,000, in all 3, 33, 400. To diſcharge theſe debts 
ſhe aſſigned to all her creditors a part of the dowry lands, amounting to the 
yearly rent of one lack of rupees, and engaged to make good any deficiency 
on that ſum from her own caſh. Alt fell ſhort of that amount. She refuſed 
to make good the deficiency, and ſhe has reſumed the aſſigned lands by her 
own authority.— [he truth of this relation will be known to the Provincial 
Council of Burdwan, without even the delay of an inquiry; if it be true, 
there can be no injuſtice in diſpoſſeſſing her of the immediate charge of the 
lands after ſo notorious an act of violence and breach of faith, whereas, by 
leaving her the uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the whole, that is of the aſſigned 
lands as well as the reſt of her dowry lands, ſhe will be ſupported in a 


lawleſs act, and in the uſurpation of the property of others. —1 therefore 
adhere to the queſtion.” 


Reſolved, That the Governor-general's motion be rejected. 
General Clavering. Amongſt the inquiries which the Council of Burd- 
wan are directed to make into the nature and original extent of this debt, 
I move that the Ranny herſelf be queſtioned upon it.“ | 2 
Governor general. I have no objections to any queitions being put to Oevernor.- gene- 
the Ranny, but as her anſwers, on a ſubje& in which ſhe is the accuſed ee 
perſon, cannot be taken in evidence upon the charge, I propoſe the follow- 
ing addition—Thar they make ſtrict inquiry into the truth of the facts 
which may be alleged in her anſwers.” . 


Agreed, That we write the following letter to the Provincial Council of 
Burdwan. | | 
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To Mr. Edward Stephenſon, Chief Sc. Provincial Council of Revenue at 
Burdwan, 
„ Gentlemen, = 

« [ncloſed we tranſmit you the copy of a petition which has been pre- 
ſented to us on behalf of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund. 

We deſire you will make inquiries by whom the money was firſt lent to 
the Ranny of Amboa, and likewiſe into the ſeveral transfers of the ſecurity 
to its coming into the hands of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund, alſo of the 
whole amount of the ſum paid on account of intereſt for this debt, with the 
ſeveral rates which have been allowed for intereſt, 

« We deſire you will alſo cauſe the Ranny to be queſtioned as to the 
nature, origin, and extent of this debt, and make riet inquiry into the 
truth of the facts which may be alleged in her anſwers. 

« We require information alſo from you, whether any applications have 


been made ſince the year 1772 for deductions from the rents of the Ranny 
of Amboa, and how much has been allowed for her, 


We are, dec. 
Extradt of Fort William Revenue Conſultation, 2 7th October, 1775. 


Read the following letter and incloſures from the Provincial Council at 
Burdwan. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, Governor-general, &c. of the Council 
of Revenue at Port William. 


oy Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen. 

% Incloſed we now tranſmit you extracts of our Conſultations of the in- 
quiry into the debts of the Amboa Ranny, with a ſtatement of them. 

The caule of delay in complying with your commands of the 25th 
July on this ſubject, will appear in the courſe of the extracts. As the cr:- 
tical ſituation of theſe valuable farms ſeems to require the application of an 
immediate remedy, we beg to recommend, as the Ranny has not yet ap- 
pointed any Dewan, that a truit-worthy perſon be entertained on the part of 
Government, to ſuperintend in the management of the farm, who may pre- 
vent the lands being, as is at preſent the caſe, underlet, that the full amount 
of the rents may be brought to the Ranny's credit, by which Government 
may receive 1ts due, and a depoſit be lodged for her maintenance, and the 
gradual diſcharge of her juſt debts be effected as foon as they may be aſcer- 
tained with any degree of preciſion. From the preſent complicated ſtate 
of her affairs nothing but a continuance of that ſcene of colluſion, which 
has reduced them to ſuch an extremity, can be expected. 

As ſoon as the ceremony of the Poojah is expired, we ſhall renew our 
endeavours to complete that part of the buſineſs which relates to inform- 
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ation on the ſeveral transfers of the ſecurity till the debt came into the 
hands of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; in the mean time we beg to be 
favoured with your ſentiments, 
Wee are, with reſpect, &c. 
_ Burdwan, (Signed) E. STEPHENSON, 
26th Sept. 1775. ALEX. HiccinsoN.”, 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan. 


Conſultation, 31ft July, 1775. 


| Read the following letter and incloſure from the Governor-general and 
Council of Revenue “. 

The acting Chief acquaints the Board, That immediately on receipt of the 
above letter and incloſure, he diſpatched a letter to the Ranny of Amboa, 
deſiring her attendance at Burdwan with her officers, and the neceſſary pa- 


pers and accounts for proceeding on the i inquiry, directed by the Honourable 
Board of Revenue. 


Ordered, That in the mean time the petition of Huzzoory Mull and 
Dal Chund be tranſlated for the information of the Ranny and her agents. 


Agreed, We reply to the Honourable Council of Revenue's letter as 
follows : 


To the 8 Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governer-general, and Council of Re- 
venue at For! William. 


& Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
« We have received your letter of the 25th inſtant, with its incloſure, 
immediately on receipt of which we Alpers a letter to the Ranny of 
Amboa, acquainting her with your orders reſpecting the inquiry into her 


debts, and deſiring her attendance at Burdwan, with the neceſſary otficers 
and accounts. 


« When they arrive we ſhall immediately commence the examination 


which you direct, and we ſhall hereafter do ourſelves the honour of adviſing. 
you of the reſults, 


We are, with reſpect, 
_ Honouradle Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Your ver; obedient ſervants, 


AL Ex. Hiccinson. 
JohN ROSEWELL.“ 


Conſultation, 5th Auguſt, 177 5. 
The acting Chief acquaints the Board, That immediately on the Amboa 
Ranny's having received the letter which he acquainted them he had written. 


Bu:dwan, 
zift July, 1775. 


* Vide letter in page 628, and the petition in page 623. 
| to 
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to her on the 21ſt inſtant, ſhe diſpatched her Dewan Bindrabund, with in- 
ſtructions to tranſact any Fuge which the Board might have with her 5 
and if it was found the information which the Honourable Governor: 
general and Council require on the ſubject of her debts cannot be obtained 
through him in che ſpace of fitteen days, ſhe will then immediately proceed 
to Burdwan, requeſting at the lame time that ſhe may be excuſed if her at- 


tendance can be diſpenſed with. 


Bindrabund Dewan is in conſequence called before the Board, and made 
acquainted that the Ranny's requeſt of being for the preſent excuſed at- 


tendance, 15 conditionally complied with, and the ſubſtance of the Honour- 


able Board's letter is explained to him. He is allo furniſhed with a 


tranſlation of the petition of Rajahs Huzzoory Mull and Dai Chund, and 


directed to give in an anſwer to the ſeveral Particulars of the Board's orders 
reſpecting 1 It, 


: Conſultation, 11th Auguſt, 1775. 


Bindrabund, Dewan to the Ranny, now attending the Board, delivers 
in the anſwers 'of his principal to the petition of Rajahs Huzzoory Mull 
and Dal Chund as allo the ſeveral requiſitions of the Honourable Coun- 
cil of Revenue contained in their letter of the 25th lt. on the ſubject of 


her debts; and being alked if they are atreſted by him, he replies in the 
affirmative. 


Ordered, That the 3 ned anſwers "WM delivered to the Perſian i in- 
terpreter to be tranſlated, and that the Dewan Bindrabund be directed to 


attend at our next meeting. 


Conſultation, 18th Auguſt, 1775. 


The anſwer of the Amboa Ranny's Dewan Bindrabund to the petition 
of Dal Chund and Huzzoory Mull, and to the Honourable Board's let- 


ter of the 25th alt. ordered to be tranſlated the 11th inſtant, being now me 
pared is entered as follows : 


Reply of the 3 of Amboa. 


« The Turroff Monteſer, &c. is my farm; I pay its revenue agreeably 
to the ſettlement made by the gentlemen, and defray, from the ſmall profits | 


which I receive, the expence of the Sawee Takoos, and of my own ſub- 
ſiſtence. 


« At the end of the year 1180, when an Hircarrah * came from the Pre- 
ſence to demand my revenue, I made inquiry from Ramburry Naug, how 
my Malguzarry + had not been paid, and an Hircarrah was ſent to require 
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it; that I conducted my expences with the ſame ceconomy as heretofore, not- 
withſtanding a balance had been incurred at the Sudder. What was the 
cauſe? He anſwered, Sainpahany, &c. have been mortgaged for debts, 
that is the cauſe of the failure in the Revenue, I replied, the Mahls are my 
farm, how comes it that they have been mortgaged withuut my knowledge, 
and how have the debts been incurred? He anſwered, They have been 
applied to the Durbar expences *®. The intereſt of them to a conſiderable 
amount is become payable to the merchants, which makes the debts heavy. 
I ſaid, I have rented the farm and paid its revenue; What is the cauſe of 
the expence at the Durbar? He anſwered; That the Dewan Bridjoo Kiſhore 
is maſter of the Chuchlah if preſents be not given where he directs, he will 
take offence and raiſe difficulties in the revenue; on which account, through 
neceſſity, I have acted thus without your knowledge; | replied, You will 
be accountable for this money, I will not pay it, and in conſequence I diſ- 
miſſed him from his employ. The ſaid Bridjoo Kiſhore fent me thereupon 
a terrifying meſſage z I was without remedy; and the ſaid Naug, ſupported 
by his authority, took every matter into his own management, and gave me 
no information of any thing. I requeſt that all the gentlemen who, terrify- 
ing me, have received ſums without my knowledge, reſcind it, that I may 
be enabled to pay off my debts to the Coty , and let them receive them ac- 
cording to the gentlemen's Kookumnamah I, at the rate of one rupee per 
100 per menſem. - ple 
(Signed) RIcHARD KenNnawar, Perſian Tranſlator.” 


k 


Sums taken without my knowledge. 


Mr. Graham - | - 36,065 
Mr. Stewart - - - 90,728 | 

— 0,9 
Bowanny Churn Metre  - - 8, 100 
Cally Perſaud Bhoſe - $8,072 

i © — — 16,172 


— 
— 


1,42,905 


The above accounts have before been delivered into the Council excluſive 
thereof. 


* Money given to perſons in power, Vide page 196. + FaQory. 
1 Otder in wiiting. | | 
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Mr. Bathoe, 5 
Aſſin, 4, i Ramhurry Ghoſe 2 7 5,000 
Cartic 26, ditto Kiſhore Ferſaud Mackerjea 5, 
Poole 26. ditto ditto - - 5,000 
Faugun 14. ditto Manick Tooladar — 4,000 
Chayt 4. ditto Kiſhore Perſaud Macker)j ea 1,000 
Chayt 10. ditto Tudo Bundapadeah - 1,000 
| | — 20,000 
Behty or neglected to be inſerted above. 
On account deduction for inundation through the 
Cooty of Dal Chund, by lacitement of Bridjoo 1 
Kiſhore Roy „ 0 
Byſack 31, through Kiſhen ene - 1,000 
3 . 3,300 
In 1181. Mr. Vanſittart - - 5,000 


23 — — co_— 


Total 28,300 

T loſe ſeveral ſums being vz ally ſpent, I have incurred the debt; the 
gentlemen will be favourably pleaſed to cauſe them to be repaid, that | may 
thereby obtain relief from the latter; and I requeſt, that until ſome adjuſt- 
ment take place regarding them, my creditors may be forbidden to importune 
me. 
II 1181. Mr. John Bathgnge 4 36,652 


o 

Mr. Charles Fleetwood - - 24,085 9 
Dr. Andrew Hunter - 34,000 o 
Rajah Nob Kiſhen - 12,182 13 
Through Kiſhenram Bhoſe — 12,423 0 
Mr. MDowall— 8 16, 269 9g 
Rajah Dal Chund - - 15,000 © 
The houſe of Mooty Chund - 15.630 © 
| | 1,606,242 15 

Hundien + I56 4 

1,66,399 3 


Debt of Rajahs Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund. 


Original debt - - | 1,66,400 
In:ercſt thereon from the commencement of the 
loan till the month of Sawun 17,141 
Waſil 4 5 
Balance — - 


+ Exchange, { CulleRed. 
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Debt of Rajahs: Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund. . CE | | 
iſt Sawun 1181. Original debt „ 5 an 8 6 1 an 


Intereſt 8 3281 11 19 


3 e 2,00,681 11 19 
%%%%C%VFCC IE 


6 


Balance no" & Bs, 59-327 4 wy” 


— — 
2 


Bindrabund n called before the Board, is aſked if the ab anſwer 
Is his own, or the Ranny's; to which he replies, that it is his anſwer, and 
he was ſent here by. her to give the Board ſuch information as they might 
require. 
+ 8 Is the Ranny acquainted with the contents of the above 
anſwer f 
_« Anſwer. She did not know them before; but ſince it was ned in 
1 adviſed her of the purport of it.“ As the anſwer delivered in by Bindra- 
bund is very unſatisfactory, and does not contain the particulars which the 
Board required of him, as minuted on conſultation 14th inſtant; 
Orgdered, That an exact Perſian explanation of the ſubſtance of the ſecond | j: 
paragraph 'of the Honourable Governor-general and Council of Revenue's 1 
jetter of the 2.5th July be given to him, and he be directed to furniſh the 1 
Board with an explicit reply to each article at our next meeting. 
The Board obſerves, that the Amboa Ranny's preſence will be neceſſary 
for obtaining the particular information required. by the Governor- general . 1 
and Council on the ſubject of her debts: Agreed, therefore, that the Chief 


be requeſted to write to her again, defiring REP to s hither with all W 
eee, 2 nigrolct hor, FVV i 


Mr. Roſewell's opinion,  _. 

That the accounts now laid before us, as ſent in by the Amboa Ranny's 8 
Dewan, are by no means ſo explicit as they were expected, nor agreeable to 
what the Honourable Governor-general and Council's letter to us of the 
' 25th alt. requires, and which was accordingly dictated to him. My ſenti- 6 
ments, Gentlemen, are, that he ſhould now be furniſhed with a Perwannah, 8 
ſetting forth in the plaineſt terms, what we look for from him, in order that p 
he may be deprived of any excuſe for not complying with the ſtrict ſenſe of | 
our orders, that I ſhould conceive to be as follows: T - x. 
« Bonds for money taken up by the Burra Ranny's late Dewan Ramhurry 5 1 
Chowdry, from the firſt riſe of the loan, ſpecifying to whom each bond was = 

given, the date of each bond, the date when cancelled ; alſo the ſeveral 
rates of intereſt paid thereon ; this to be carried forward till the period of 
the grand transfer, that was made with the Agen of the Hanke on account 
of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chad oro note w | 

7 4 M . ce « A par- 


(„„ 


« A particular ſtatement of thoſe bonds, which were returned at the time 
when the new bond was given; the reaſons for that transfer, and why 
limiting the payment of it to five years. 

« The only motive that induces me for being ſo very particular, becauſe it 
is conforming to our inſtructions, as likewiſe the great deſire I have to ſee 
this buſineſs brought to a clear and deciſive iſſue for all parties concerned as 
ſoon as poſſible; it is what I am moſt deſirous for, firſt, as ſhe is in arrears on 
account of the Company's revenues for laſt year; ſecondly, with reſpect to 
her private debts, there may be a plan now found to pay the whole of what 
| ſhe owes, when it is juſtly aſcertained what that amounts to; for it appears 
from the petition of the complainants, that there is a very conſiderable ſum 
due from her to them and others; and that ſhe had aſſigned the Purgunnah 
Sainpaharry, &c. as ſecurity for it; but has ſince wreſted it out of their 
hands, and the revenue ariſing therefrom, ſhe neither diſcharges her public, 
or private debts with. _ 5 Ns 
“ look upon theſe diſputes to be detrimental to the intereſt of the Com- 
pany, as it furniſhes frivolous excuſes for her keeping back the revenue of 
1181 Bengal ſtile, which ſhe ought to be compelled to make good immedi- 
ately ; and we muſt take all poſſible care ſhe does not in future make any 

aſſignments of the produce of her farms, that the Company's full Mulguz- 
zarry may be always realized. It is alleged, that the cauſe of her preſent 
diſtreſſes aroſe from the miſconduct of her late Dewan, principally; he is 
ſince dead, the Actors for Ramhurry Chowdry, through whoſe hands all 
tranſactions paſſed, are, as I underſtand, in Burdwan. I therefore propoſe, 
they may be ſummoned, and queſtioned upon oath to the truth of all this, or 
may hereafter come before us; their names are, Kiſſen Roy, Kiſſen Metre, 
and Ramnaut Metre, lately in the ſtation of Buxey Carhoon and Vakeel for 
the affairs of the Amboa Ranny.” | 

Mr. Higginſon thinks, that the above reſolutions of the Board ſhould im- 
mediately take place; and when the Amboa Dewan attends us at our next 
meeting, that we do with aſſiſtance form a liſt of ſuch perſons whoſe evi- 
dences may be required to complete, in the moſt ſtrict and ſatisfactory man- 
ner, the orders of the Honourable Board of Revenue: he thinks likewiſe, 
that the Vakeel of Huz-5ory Mull and Dal Chund ſhould be permitted to 
attend during the courſe of the examination, which may regard the debt of 
his principals, in order that he may be enabled to give the neceſſary informa- 
tion to Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund with reſpect to the legality or ille- 
gality of their demand. „ „„ OE nes 

The Chief's opinion. As it has ever been the Chief's intention to comply 
in the ſtricteſt manner with every public order tranſmitted by our ſuperiors, 
io it is his preſent reſolution, to make an impartial inquiry into every point 
adverted to by the Governor-general and Council of Revenue reſpecting the 
riſe, progreſs, and preſent predicament of the Amboa Dowry loan; by a 


full examination of each perſon, whom the Board may deem neceſſary to 
— — 5 : 5 ſuch 


6 


ſuch inquiry. The Chief thinks that Mr. Roſewell's ſentiments on the ſenſe 
of the Honourable Board of Revenue's orders on the ſubje& may merit 
conſideration at the period of inquiry. The Chief agrees with Mr, Hig- 
ginſon, that the perſons on behalf of the claim of Dal Chund and Huz- 
200ry Mull ſhould be permitted to attend throughout the examination.” 

Mr. Roſewell's minute. Mr. Roſewell mentioned before to the Board, 
that giving to the Dewan Bindrabund, a Perſian copy of the Honourable 
 Governor-general and Council's letter of the 25th of July, would be to as 
little purpoſe as the Bengal copy, which he underſtood was given him be- 
fore as a memorandum ; and that it appears clearly to us, he did not fully 
comprehend. Mr. Roſewell then propoſed, that particulars of what accounts 
we wiſhed for, ſhould be ſpecified in the body of the proceedings, and the 
Perſian tranſlator to make an exact tranſlation therefrom. Mr. Roſewell 
explained his ſenſe of what thoſe accounts ſhould be; but being objected to, 
he accordingly entered his diſſent to the Board's mode of proceeding. Mr. 
Roſewell eſteems it very proper, that the Vakeel of the two Rajahs ſhould 
be always preſent to ſupport the cauſe, but conſiders Girrideir Dellol as an 
improper man, he being a ſtranger to the tranſactions; ſhould rather think 
it would be more for the good of the complainants that Buckar Mull be 
ſummoned, whom he learns was the agent for the Bank in all matters re- 
garding loans.” Tr TO 1 5 

Mr. Higginſon declares, he never made any objection to any accounts 
being called for; and when Bindrabund delivers in the accounts which he 
this day mentioned to have prepared, he thinks that every deficient account 
regarding the Dowry Loan, ſhould be required, 


| Conſultations, 2 1ſt Auguſt. 

The Chief lays before the Board the following anſwer from the Amboa 
Ranny to the Perwannah ſent her, deſiring her attendance at Burdwan as 
minuted on laſt Conſultation. | 3 „ 

Ranny of Amboa. I learn by the Perwannah from the preſence, and the 
writing of Baboo Bindrabund, that it is your order for me to repair to 
Burdwan, looking on bathing in the Ganges and the Sance Takoor as a 
concern of eternity, to be my principal buſineſs, I always for that purpoſe re- 
fide at Amboa, beſides which I have of late been troubled with an indiſpoſi- 
tion which frequently afflicts me. On account of Rajah Tejee Chund's wed- 
ding, whom I had a great deſire to ſee, I went to Burdwan, The Malguzzarry 
is paying up by your favour; if the merchants have made complaints, they 
are without foundation ; the debts which have been contracted will doubtleſs 
be diſcharged. I regard you as my protector; and excepting in your favour 
I have no proſpect of my welfare. My preſent requeſt is this: that the in- 
tereſt may be received from the date of the loan at the rate of 1 per cent. 
and that the term of diſcharge be prolonged to a further ſpace, that it may 
be properly repaid ; by prolonging the term, the payment of the Company's 

—__ Malguzzary, 
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Malguzzary, and my creditors debts, may be completely accompliſhed, that 
J may apply myſelf with cheerfulneſs to the Ganges Bath, and Sance Takoor, 
and remain praying for your proſperity. If any perſon has given in accounts 
againſt the gentlemen, I am entirely ignorant of the matter, and did not 
give them. This] write for your information, whatever repreſentations may 
be made to you according to circumſtances by Sunker Bhoſe my Vakeel, I 
requeſt you will favourably attend to.” | 3h 


Sunker Bhoſe, the perſon mentioned in the Amboa Ranny's letter, 
being called before the Board, is aſked how he came to be appointed on 
behalf of the Ranny, when ſhe has a Dewan here, who has hitherto conducted 
her buſineſs; and he replies, ſhe has thought proper to diſmiſs Bindrabund 
her late Dewan, for having acted inconſiſtently with her orders, and ap- 
pointed him her Vakeel. He further adds, there are ſix Hircarrahs now 
Mohuſſils ® over him; and that he met with ſome difficulty in getting away 
From them; when he received the Board's ſummons to attend them, and 
_ claiming the Board's protection. One of the Hircarrahs being called, and 
aſked, by whom he has been put a Mohuſſil over Sunker Bhoſe ; he replies, 
he had the orders of the Rajah to bring him; and he has heard there is 
money due from him, The Zemindarry Dewan being called in, and made 
acquainted with the complaint preferred by Sunker Bhoſe, and aſked why 
the Hircarrahs were put over him ; he replies, that he does not know ; but 
as Sunker Bhoſe is a ſervant, he ſuppoſes he has been ſent for on buſineſs. As 
the Board deem it very improper that any reſtriftion ſhould be put over a 
man publickly employed on the part of the Amboa Ranny, the Zemindary 
Dewan is directed to take off the Hircarrahs from Sunker Bhoſe, and in- 
formed, that it was very improper to place them over him at this particular 
period; he is alſo directed to make himſelf acquainted with the, circum- 
ſtances of this tranſaction, and report them to the Board. 5 
The Board obſerve, from the contents of the Amboa Ranny's letter, 
that it is in every ſhape contradictory to the anſwer delivered in by her 
Dewan to the petition of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; and from the 
information given us by Sunker Bhoſe, it would appear, that there exiſts a 
ſcene of colluſion amongſt the officers of the Rajah's houſehold and thoſe of 
the Burra Dowry ; they are therefore of opinion, that the orders of the Ho- 
nourable Governor-general and the Council of Revenue cannot be properly 
executed, unleſs the information required is taken from herſelf at Burdwan. 
Agreed, in conſequence, that the Chief be requeſted to write to the Ranny, 
deliring her to repair thither with the utmoſt expedition, at the ſame time 
acquainting her with our reaſons for urging- her attendance, and that we 
cannot diſpenſe with it further; that on her arrival the Board will depute 


| a perſon to her to know her ſentiments on the ſubject at the Honourable 
Council of Revenue's orders. yp: VVV 


A guard to enforce payment. 
— Conſultation, 


(7 } 

Conſultation, 23d Auguſt. 

Received the following letter from the Ranny of Amboa: 

Ranny of Amboa., I learn from my Vakeel Sunker Bhoſe's letter, that 
you have given orders for my coming to Burdwan; the merchants of the 
Bank have complained againſt me: their complaints are without foundation. 
I am attending to the means of paying up their debts: and undoubtedly a 
Bundoobuſt“ will take place concerning them. You will be pleaſed to pro- 
long the term of payment, and form an adjuſtment, including the particu- 
lars of intereſt, that I may properly pay up my Malguzarry to Govern- 
ment, and diſcharge my debts to my creditors without evaſion, conform- 
able to my engagements, You, Gentlemen, are in every reſpe& my patrons 


and protectors, and will favourably attend to the means which may be con- 


ducive to my welfare, and the Bundoobuſt of my Dowry : ſome one may 
have given in accounts of accuſation in my name; but J am entirely unac- 
quainted on what article; I never gave any thing to any one, and am en- 
tirely unacquainted with the matter; if any one has given. in accounts of 
acculation for their own purpoſes, they are entirely falſe; I have wrote on 


this ſubject to my Vakeel Ram Sunker Bhoſe, who will undoubtedly have 


repreſented the matter to you: if you ſummon me on this account, it is 
derogatory to women who live in privacy, and the Gentlemen on theſe 
affairs never ſummoned me heretofore ; the deciſion of them has ever reſted 


with my Vakeel. Always reſiding on the ſhore of the Ganges, I bathe and 
attend to the Sance Takoor; I have lately likewiſe been afflicted with a 
fever, the pain which I endure therefrom ſurpaſſes deſcription ; my Vakeel 


Sunker Bhoſe is attendant upon you, and will reply to whatever may be 

your orders; you, Gentlemen, will pay a favourable attention to the means 

of my proſperity, and be pleaſed to recal the Hircarrah. 
1 5 (Signed) N. N. Eu, TIB. 


In compliance with the orders of the Honourable the Board of Revenue, 
under date the 25th l, regarding the riſe, progreſs, and preſent ſtate of 
the debts due from the Burrah Dowry, repeated Perwannahs have been ſent 
to the Ranny, requiring her attendance at Burdwan, in order to obtain the 
neceſſary information from her perſonally, but as ſhe had ſo urgently de- 
clined coming for reaſons aſſigned; in conſideration of which, and her de- 
clining age, being reported to be upwards of 70 years, the Board agreed to 
diſpenſe with her attendance. 3 

Agreed, That as the Secretary and Perſian Tranſlator cannot be ſpared 


from the buſineſs of the Council, that Mr. Duncanſon, who is a proficient 


in the country language, be deputed to interrogate her with ſuch queſtions 
as they may deem inſtrumental towards obtaining the information enjoined 
them by the Honourable Governor-general and Council. 


* Settlement. 


Mr. 


Y . 
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Mr. Roſewell thinks no plea or excuſe whatever ſnould be admitted of 
for the Amboa Ranny's not obeying the repeated ſummons to come over to 
Burdwan; more eſpecially ſo, as there appears to be a colluſion carried on 
at that diſtance from her very contradictory letters denying the authority ſhe 
had inveſted her late Dewan with, even though it appears by a Perſian paper 
with her own ſeal affixed thereto. | 3 

Mr. Higginſon lays before the Board the above paper mentioned by Mr. 
Roſewell, being a letter he received from her, as acting chief in anſwer to 
the firſt letter deſiring her attendance at Burdwan. oo 

Ranny of Amboa. l have received your gracious letter, regarding my 
repairing to Burdwan and ſummoning my Dewan; as there are ſeveral 
neceſſary affairs, whoſe accompliſhment requires my preſence, I have 
therefore put a ſtop to my own journey : my Dewan Bindrabund hath been 
diſpatched to you, and ere this he will have arrived with you, and repre- 

ſented to you all my affairs : I hope you will pay atrention to the repreſenta- 
tions of my ſaid Dewan, and be favourably attentive to the means which 
may conduce to the welfare of my Etmaum *, that I may remain with 
cheerfulneſs, praying for your proſperity.” | 

Agreed, In conſequence of the opinion of the majority of the Board and 
Mr. Duncanſon's appointment, That a letter of inſtruction be written to 
him, and he be furniſhed with the following queſtions to be put to the Am- 
boa Ranny: -: --. 1 5 . 

Queſtions to be put to the Amboa Ranny, by Mr. Duncanſon. 
ift. Did you empower your late Dewan Bindrabund, to proceed to 
Burdwan to act for you, with reſpect to the inquiries ordered to be made 
into the ſtate of your debts; and particulars of the Dowry loan, by the 
Honourable Governor-general and Council? 

2d. Was the ſubject of the firſt letter, delivered in by Bindrabund, 
in anſwer to the Board's orders on the ſubje of the Dowry loan, wrote by 
your order or knowledge, as it was not ſealed with your ſeal ? 
3d. In your letter to the acting Chief, you therein mention, that you 
empower Bindrabund fully to tranſact every affair, relative to the buſineſs 
of the Dowry farm; For what reaſon then did you ſo ſoon after counteract 
his commiſſion, and why did you not previouſly adviſe the Burdwan 
Council? | | 1 

4th. What was the ſettled rate of intereſt at the commencement of 
the loan made to the Dowry, and at what period was the firſt loan 
made? LES 1 . 

sth. Was the debt, now claimed by Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund 
on the Dowry land, an actual original loan, or a transferred one; and con- 
tracted by your deſire and approbation ? | 


„Etmaumdar.— Perſon appointed to collect the Revenue, who generally becomes reſpon- 
ſible for the ſame, | 


th. 
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6th. © Did you-empower Ramhurry Naug, while he was your Dew- 


an from the year 1177 to 1181, to execute an 
under your ſea] ? 


7th. Did you empower Ramhurry Naug and Kiſſen Ram to execute 


y deeds in your name, and 


a bond to Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund for 1,66,000 rupees, in the month | 


of Sauren 1181? | 5 

8th. Did you further empower the two forementioned Agents to grant 
an aſſignment on certain lands included in your Dowry, as ſecurity for pay- 
ment of the above bond? VVV 

gth. “ What is the exact amount of the Dowry debt for money lent, 
and for which each creditor has received your bond? e 

 loth, © Were any transfer of debts diſcharged by the loan you received 

from Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund ? 5 5 

11th. „If ſuch transfer were diſcharged, were they executed by 
your conſent or authority, and did you conſider ſuch transfers as legal 
debts? _ „ 5 

12th. Who do you intruſt with the management of your affairs at 
Burdwan, and what degree of authority do you inveſt them with?“ 


„„ To Mr. Alexander Duncanſon. 
4 In conformity to your appointment of this date, you will proceed with 


all convenient ſpeed to Amboa; and on your arrival you will put each 


_ queſtion, as mentioned in the accompanying liſt of interrogatories to the 
Ranny, and receive from herſelf a direct, full, and explicit anſwer to each; 


admitting no degree of evaſion. After which is effected, you will require 


from the Ranny all the original accounts relative to the Dowry debt, ſince 
the commencement of it, each ſeparate account to be authenticated by. the 
ſeal of the Ranny. You will further make a requiſition of payment of the 
whole of her balances in 1181, amounting to 10,363 rupees. 
As ſoon as the buſineſs of your deputation is properly executed, you 
will return to Burdwan. | 
We are, &c. | | 
(Signed) EpwaRD STEPHENSON, 
ALEXANDER HIGGINSON, 
Johx RoSEWELL.” 


Purdwan; 
23d Auguſt, 1775. 


«< Mr. Roſewell cannot concur in the ſentiments of the other Gentlemen 


in the above queſtions to the Amboa Ranny, having before minuted his 


ſenſe of the Honourable Board of Revenue's letter of the 25th ult. on 
Conſultation 18th inſtant; and therein particularly ſpecified what accounts 


he thought neceſſary to be called for, as well as the moſt material evidences 
to authenticate them, which he eſteems to be the moſt regular mode of 


proceeding, previous to our putting queſtions, by which means we ſhould . 
| e acquire 
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acquire more knowledge of the circumſtances regarding this buſineſs, and 
be better qualified for determining what ought to be aſked her. Mr, 
Roſewell further adds, that he would recommend, as part of the inſtruc- 
tions to Mr. Duncanſon, to call upon the Amboa Ranny, and poſitively 


demand from her, the amount of her balance of laſt year.” 


The Chief and Mr. Higginſon remark, . That ſuch contradictory cir- 
cumſtances have appeared in the correſpondence from the Ranny of Am- 
boa's Agents, that they deem it the firſt and moſt eſſential meaſure, to 
receive information from herſelf of the authenticity of each circumſtance; 
after which is obtained, and we are adviſed by Mr. Duncanſon what perſon 


the Ranny inveſts with the charge of her agency, we can then proceed to 
ſuch further inquiries and examinations of fuch accounts, as may relate to 
the inſtructions tranſmitted us by the Honourable Governor- general and 


Council of Revenue, the punctual execution of which is in this, as well as 
in every other matter, their ſole object.“ 


Conſultation, 25th Auguſt, 1775. 5 
The Chief acquaints the Board, that Mr. Duncanſon has requeſted he 


may be put to his oath, as to the faithful execution of the buſineſs of his 


deputation to Amboa, to interrogate the Ranny. 
As a majority of the Board are of opinion that Mr. Duncanſon's requeſt 


' ſhould be complied with, he is called in, and the following oath 18 tendered 


to him by the Chief, and executed by him: 


« do hereby ſwear to the true and faithful execution of the truſt re- 
poſed in me by the interrogation of the Ranny of Amboa, agreeable to the 
copy of the queſtions delivered to me; and in the report of the anſwers 
which may be made by the aforeſaid Ranny. 

As witneſs my hand, 


(Signed ) - A; Duxcaxson,” 


Mr. Roſewell has already diſſented to the whole of the proceedings 


there may be no harm done in complying with Mr. Duncanſon's requeſt 
but thinks it looks very particular. 


As Mr. Higginſon regards the purpoſe of Mr. Duncanſon's deputation as 
the molt effectual meaſure that could be adopted for the execution of the 
Honourable Board of Revenue's orders of the 2 1 lt. he has aſſented to 
Mr. Duncanſon's requeſt to be put upon his oath. 


Conſultation, goth Auguſt, 1776. 


Received the following letter from the Amboa Ranny: 

Nanny of Amboa, ] learn by the letters of Ram Sunker Bhoſe of your 
having ſummoned me: Baboo Bindrabund gave in accounts of accuſations 
againlt the Gentlemen; and in order to inquire whether or not I directed 


; 6 With 


With regard to the accounts of accuſation, I never gave any thing to 


the Gentlemen, and am ignorant of the matter; I did not dire& Baboo k 
Bindrabund to give in accounts of accuſation. You have directed my þ 
- | 


going to Burdwan; I am indiſpoſed with a fever, from which I endure the | 
teverelt pains, which I before repreſented to you, and my going will, on this 7 1 
account, be prevented. If you entertain any doubt, be favourably pleaſed 1 
to depute to me a perſon of confidence, who may return to you, after | a 


being informed by me of the affair.” 


| Received the following letter from Mr. Duncanfon at Amboa, with its | i 
incloſure. „ e 5 ; | = 


To Edward Stephenſon, Eſq, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at 4 
Burdwan. e _ 
„ Gentlemen, 2 | 
&« I arrived here yeſterday at three o'clock in the afternoon, the roads pot 
ermitting me to ule greater expedition, they being ſo very bad as to take 
the bearers in ſome parts up to the middle. - = 
“this day waited upon the Ranny, and put the ſeveral queſtions to 
her, as mentioned in my inſtructions, to which ſhe returned the incloſed 
anſwers, i 5 : 
I have likewiſe required the original accounts relative to the Dowry 
debt, ſince the commencement of it, which the Ranny has ordered the 
Muttaſeddies to furniſn me with; but 1 am apprehenſive there will be ſome 
delay in procuring the accounts, as the Naib Dewan informs me, that the 
loan commenced either in 1170 or 71 (Bengal ſtile), and moſt of the ſer- + 
vants who are now 1n office being but lately appointed, it will be neceſſary 
to ſummon the ſervants who were formerly employed, as without them 
the accounts cannot be procured. I have therefore ordered them to be as 
expeditious as poſſible, in bringing the proper perſons to furniſh the 
accounts, which as ſoon as I receive, I will immediately tranſmit to you, 
authenticated in the manner which the Board have directed. 
. l am, &c. _ 
Anmboa, (Signed) A. Dux cANsON.“ 
28th Auguſt, 1775. | | | | 


he Amboa Ranny's Anſwer to the Queſtions put to her. 


% Anſwer to Queſtion 1ſt, I did not empower Bindrabund to go to 
Burdwan to act in the manner he has done, regarding the Dowry debt. I 
empowered him to act in a proper manner, with regard to what might be 
aſked him; but inſtead of that, he gave in a Baramud * which is entirely 

| falſe, for which I diſmiſſed him. | 


An account of payments, and generally implying an accuſation. 


4 N | * Anſwer. 
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© Anſwer to Queſtion od. The firſt letter that you ſay was given in by 
Bindrabund I know nothing about it; it was done entirely of himſelf, h 
. * Anſwer to Queſtion zd. In the letter I wrote to the acting Chief, l 

therein mention, „that I was much indiſpoſed, and begged that he would 
excuſe my coming, as it was not cuſtomary for women to be ſummoned ; I 
wrote nothing elle, nor did | ever empower Bindrabund to act in the manner 
he has done. I therefore diſmiſſed him, being apprehenſive that he would 
ſtrive to hurt me in ſomething elle, as he had acted agreeably to his own 
pleaſure, and without my Knowledge or conſent; I ia diſmiſſed him | 

juickly, without acquainting the Council. 

« Anſwer to Queſtion 415. I was not acquainted with any loans having 
ever blen made, nor with any rate of intereſt ; it I had, I ſhould have 
taken care that!] ſhould not have been ſo much in debt, nor am I acquainted 
in what year any loans were made. 

Anſwer to Queſtion tb. I know nothing concerning the loan made 
from Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund. 

« Anſwer to Queſtion 6th. Ramhurry Naug, when he wanted my ſeal 
to put to my papers, that were in my opinion proper, I gave it to him; at 
| theſe times he might have taken the advantage to put it to other papers that 

I was ignorant of, but I never * him to put it to any papers, 

without firſt acquainting me. 

LAnſwer to Queſtion th. I never empowered them to borrow 1,66,000 
rupees from Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund. 

* Anſwer to Queſtion 8th. 1 never empowered Ramhurry Naug Kiſſen 

oy to give an aſſignment upon any part of the Dowry lands, for any 
money lent by Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; J am entirely unacquainted 
with it. 

« Anſwer to Queſtion 9th. Thoſe people who borrowed the money know 
the amount, I am entirely ignorant of it. 

« Anſiwer to Queſtion 10th, When the money was borrowed from Huz- 
200ry Mull and Dal Chund, I knew nothing of it; then how can 1 
know whether any transfers were diſcharged with it. 

«& Anſwer to Queſtion 11th, 1 know nothing of the matter, I am entirely 
ignorant of any transfers. 

* Anſwer to Queſtion 12th, 1 have not appointed any Dewan as yet; I 
have only a Vakeel in Burdwan, Sunker Bhoſe, who is only to deliver anv 
letters that may come from me, and Acquaint 700 with any thing 1 order to 
him, and to pay up the Malguzary.” 

Agreed, We reply to Mr. Duncanſon's letter as follows: 


To Mr. Alexander Duncanſon, at Ambaa, 
cc 8 1 R, | I 


WE have reecived your letter of the 28th inſtant, incloſing the 
anſwers of the Amboa Ranny. 


I « Ay 
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As we obſerve that ſeveral of the anſwers are not correſpondent to the 
purport of two of the Ranny's letters, of which we tranſmit you copies 
incloſed, we have to deſire you will explain them to her; and further put 
to her the accompanying queſtions. ed 
Lou have not replied to that part of your inſtructions, where you are 
directed to call upon the Ranny for payment of the balance of her rents 
of laſt year, amounting to 10, 363 rupees; we defire therefore you will 
execute this part of your orders, and acquaint us with her anſwer, 
With reſpect to the accounts you mention, if there is any likelihood 
of delay in completing them, you will give directions to the Mohurers of 
the Ranny to finiſh them as ſoon as poſſible; obſerving that they are 
to be atteſted by her ſeal, on which you will forward them immediately 


to us. | 
We are, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD STEPHENSON, 
ry ALEXANDER HioGinsoN, 
Joan ROSEwERLL.“ 


Burdwan, 
zoth Augult, 1775, 


Taking into conſideration the additional queſtions to be put to the 
Amboa Ranny, the following are propoſed by the Board: 


Additional Queſtions to the Amboa Ranny. 3 

&« Queſtion 1ſt. In two of your letters which were delivered us by your 
- Vakeel Sunker Bhoſe, copies of which are now tendered for your peruſal, 
you acknowledge a debt to the Bank, &c. requeſting a Bundoobuſt for the 
payment of it, and to reduce the rate of intereſt to one per cent. per menſem. 
In ſeveral of your anſwers to the queſtions put to you by Mr. Duncanſon, 
you declare yourſelf entirely ignorant of any debts whatever, how then can 
we depend on ſuch aſſertions which are evidently contradictory ? 

« Queſtion 2d. Did you not repoſe ſuch confidence in your forme? 
Dewan Kamhurry Naug as to entruſt him with your ſeal, when he came 
to Burdwan on your behalf, and did not you regard yourſelf as reſponſible 
for every tranſaction of his atteſted by that ſeal ?? | 

Mr. Roſewell deſires the following queſtions may be inſerted with the 
above, which he has no objection to: 


Queſtions propoſed by Mr, Rofewell, 


* Queſtion Iſt. You ſay, you did not empower your Dewan Bindrabund 
to act in the manner that he has done, what were your inſtructions to him? 

« Oveſtion 2d. You acknowledge that you were entirely unacquainted 

with all your accounts and buſineſs reſpecting your Dowry farms, who then 

was your Dewan Bindrabund to receive his orders from, if he was not to 

act from himſelf agreeable to that confidence and truſt you had repoſed in 

—— 4N 2 him, 
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him, and whom you muſt have ſuppoſed to be well qualified for the ſtation, 
or you would not have appointed him ? 

« Queſtion zd. Youremark in one of your letters, Some one have given 
in accounts of accuſation in my name, but I am entirely unacquainted 
with the matter. If any one has given in accounts of accuſation for their 
own purpoſes, they are entirely falſe;* and again, in your anſwer to the 
general queſtions, you tell us, You empowered your Dewan Bindrabund 
to act in a proper manner with regard to what might be aſked him, but, 
inſtead of that, he gave in a Baramud which is entirely falſe, for which [ 
diſmiſſed him ;* how do you know that it is a falſe account? 

. * Queſtion 4th. Have your Muttaſeddies told you that no ſuch accounts 
are to be found in any of your Duftores? 

* Oweſtion 5th, Have you called upon your Dewan Bindrabund to pro- 
duce the papers from whence thoſe accounts were taken ? 

« Yueſtion 6th. Suppoſing the accounts in queſtion to be true, how can 
you reconcile the injury you have done to your Dewan Bindrabund, as alto 
the great diſgrace put upon him by this diſmiſſion ? 

« Oucſtion 7th. What reaſon had you to ſuppoſe your Dewan Bindra- 
dund had impoſed falſe accounts upon the gentlemen, and why was you 

apprehenſive that he would ſtrive to hurt you in ſomething elle ? 

« Queſtion 8th. Who are your preſent adviſers in all affairs? 

« Oweſtion goth, Have you (een your late Dewan Bindrabund ſince you 
diſgraced hin?“ 
| Mr. Higginſon conſents to Mr. Roſewell's additional queſtions being put. 
Though the Chief does not think that the whole ot the queſtions pro- 
poſed by Mr. Roſewell are entirely pertinent towards obtaining the inform- 
ation required by the Honourable the Governor-general and Council of 
Revenue; yet that he may not appear to object to any mode that may be 
productive of new lights into the inquiry in queſtion, he aſſents to the whole 
of Mr Roſewell's queries being put as the voice of the Board. 

Mr. Roſewell conſiders that he has an undoubted right to be heard at 
this Board, equally fo with the other gentlemen ; but that he never had a 
wiſh to take any particular conſequence to himſelf by deſiring ſeparate 
queſtions of his ſhould ſtand upon the proceedings, but hoped they would 
have been received as the general opinion; therefore cannot reconcile the 
propriety of the above minutes of conſent, when thoſe gentlemen had before 
verbally objected to their ſtanding as the voice of the Board. 

Mr. Higginſon remarks, that the whole time of the Board has this 
morning been unneceſſarily. taken up with debates and arguments on ſub- 

zects foreign to a compliance with the Honourable Board's orders, as far 
as has regarded private converſation and reflection, which have been each 
in conſequence ; ; he declares, that while Mr. Roſcwell was writing his 
queſtions, he wiſhed them to be general, and when he read them he did not 
object to their being ſo. 


The 
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The Chief does not recolle& having given any poſitive objection to Mr. 


RoſewelPs queries being put as the voice of the Board; however, he believes 
his minute is not in the leaſt degree inconſiſtent, as he did not authorize 
the Secretary to record his opinion but in terms as mentioned therein, 
Without taking up more time in mentioning the whole that has been 
ſaid upon the queſtions, Mr. Roſewell remarks how they came to be entered 
as his ſeparate queſtions without the Board's taking notice of it, and why 
the Secretary ſhould enter them in that manner, if he had not underſtood 
It ſo.— e ER” 5 : 
| 44 Conſultation, 6th September, 1775. | 
Read the following letter and encloſures from Mr. Alexander Duncanſon, 


to Edward Stephenſon, Eſq; Chief, &c. members of the Council of Revenue 
at Burd wan. N 


« Gentlemen, * : 3 
« am honoured by the receipt of your letter of the zoth ll. encloſing 


the additional queſtions to be put to the Ranny of Amboa; her anſwers to 


which I now encloſe you. 


« Upon demanding from the Ranny the balance of her revenue for the 
year 1181, amounting to 10,363 rupees, ſhe referred me to her Naib 


Dewan for information. I accordingly called upon him for the payment of 
that ſum, when he informed me that it was not a juſt balance, and that 
a repreſentation had before been made, requeſting a deduction, the ſame as 


had been granted in former years. I herewith tranſmit you a Bengal and 
Engliſh copy of their claims for deductions under different heads, amount- 
ing to rupees 10,101—which, according to their account, leaves only a 
balance in favour of Government of 262 rupees.” — 
] have directed the Ranny's Mohurers to be as expeditious as poſſible in 
making out the accounts relative to the Dowry debt, ſince the commence- 
ment of it, which, they inform me, will be ready in a day or two, when I 
ſhall immediately tranſmit them you. 598 


Amboa, 
2d Sept. 1775. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER DUNCANSON,” 


Anſwers of the Amboa Ranny to the additional Nueſtions, 


& Anſwer to Queſtion Iſt. My ſervants having borrowed the money, the 


merchants will undoubtedly come upon me for the payment, and according 
to the cuſtom of the country, I will be obliged to pay whatever ſums they 


may have borrowed in my name, Ramhurry Naug being dead; it was 
therefore that I requeſted a Bundoobuſt might be formed for the payment 
of theſe debts, to bear intereſt at the rate of 1 per cent. 
« Jnſwer to Queſtion 2d. I never put ſuch confidence in Ramhurry 
Naug as to entruſt him with my ſeal when he went to Burdwan ; I never 
entruſted him further than giving him the ſeal to put to an Aumilnamah,, 
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or any other paper of the kind, which he informed me was requiſite to ſend 
into any of my Dowry farms; at theſe times he might have put the ſeal 
to other papers which I was unacquainted with, how then could I reckon 
myſelf reſponſible ? n ; 

* Anſwer io Queſtion zd. I did ſay that I did not empower Bindrabund 
to act in the manner which he has done, I only empowered him to act for 
my good, ſuch as taking care of the concerns of my tarms, and paying up my 
revenue; but the part he has acted is greatly to my diſcredit, So ſenſible was 


JT of this, that when I heard what he was doing, I wrote him three different 


letters, ordering him to forbear, and not give in ſuch papers which I was 
informed he intended doing, as ſuch an accuſation againſt the gentlemen to 
whom I had never given any money, would fix a great ſtain upon my 
character. He paid no attention to my orders, I therefore diſmiſſed him 
my ſervice. _ . 
«* Anſwer to Queſtion 4th. I ſaid that I was not acquainted with any of 
my accounts or buſineſs regarding my Dowry farms; Bindrabund ought to 
have received his orders from me alone, but he never received any orders 


from me to act in the manner he has done; why ſhould he act from himſelf ? 
I never empowered him to tranſact any kind of buſineſs without firſt 


acquainting me, and obtaining my conſent; I never placed confidence in 


him, as I did not . him "of my own free will; he was not my choice, 
he was in a manner 


orced upon me by the Burdwan Ranny, who ſaid he 
was a man of abilities, for he could read Bengals, and underſtood Perſians; 
ſhe then gave him a Seropaid *, and contrary to my inclination appointed 
him my Dewan; I then told her I ſhould carry him with me to Amboa, 
where I might be able to learn whether or not he was a good man; if I 
found him 10, | ſhould keep him, if otherwiſe, I thould diſmiſs him. 

10 Anſtwer to Queſtion «th. It is very true, that | mentioned what you 
ſay in theſe two letters delivered in by my Vakeel Sunker Bhoſe; the 
reaſon I ſaid the Buramud was falſe, was becauſe I never knew of any ſuch 
ſums of money having ever been paid to the Gentlemen, for where was I 
to get ſo much money? I had not the means; from theſe circumſtances I 
am ſure it matt be falſe. Co 

« Anſwer to Queſtion 7th, When I heard that Bindrabund was pre- 
paring the Baramud, | wrote him three letters, orde:1 ing him to deſiſt, as 
I never had given any money to the gentlemen; but he paid no attention 
to my orders, nor ever anſwered any of the letters: I therefore diſmiſſed 
him; where then was the occaſion for demanding any papers from him 
when [ never diſburſed the money therein mentioned, it being entirely falſe? 

* Anſwer to Queſtion 8th. I know nothing about the Baramud; it mult 


be falſe, as I never diſburſed the money it mentions; I diſmiſſed Bindra- 


bund for my own good; and becauſe he paid no attention to my orders, his 
diſgrace ended with his diſmiſſion. 


* Sir 00-pa,—A dieſf ,— Literally, head and foot. 
& Anſwer 
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« Anſwer to Queſtion oth, He did not reply to any of my three letters, 
for which reaſon I did apprehend that they vere falle, otherwiſe he would 
have anſwered my letters; and another realon, becaule I never gave any 
money. A man that will be guilty of one bad action, will not ſtop at 
committing another, therefore J had good reaſon to dread further miſchief 
from bim + | 
% Anſwer to Qucjtion 10th, There are no people gave me any advice; 
J make the beſt uſe of the abilities and underſtanding which God has given 
me, to conduct myſelf properly, 1 8 
« Anſwer to Queſtion 11th. No. 
Claims for deductions account Toorr of Monteſſor for the years 1180 and 
1181. „ Og 
Pergunnah charges, &c. — — 15677 4 
Account Poolbundy in Toot Goneſham, &c. Pergunnah 
Mundle Gaut for the year 1180, excuſed in all the other 
Pergunnahs, — — 


Chakeran Bazeaft. 
Zameen Pottect, Bad a Pottect, Bunjer Pottect, and Na Jai; 
Gram, Serary ammy, Pykes, and Cutwals, — 3.296 
Who were formerly allowed Chankeran ground, which being 
reſumed, are now an additional expence. — 


—B 


Wa 2,068 12 
Nuddee Shecuſt. 

In Niſhcurpore, &c. Pergunnah Balgunia, &c. — 666 6 | 
Baund Gotto and Chowo Gotto. 5 i 
. Malguzzarry ground deſtroyed by making the Bunds 547 3 | 
Battee Chuppa. | __ . | j 
Ground deſtroyed by quantities of ſand lodged on it, — 1,688 1 | 
Tez Gunge duties ſuſpended, — — | | 
| 


| 158 
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Agreed, We reply to Mr. Duncanſon's letter as follows: 


L * ” 
hots. ot adhd 
== ==> x 7 


To Mr. Alexander Duncanſon, at Amboa. 


5 — — 
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„We have received your letter of the 2d inſtant, with its incloſures. 

« We deſire you will again enjoin the Mohurers of the Amboa Ranny to 
be expeditious in preparing the accounts of the Burrah Dowry debt; and as 
ſoon as they are completed, you will return with them to Burdwan, and 

bring with you Ram Nau] Metre and Kiſhen Ram metre, and one or two of 
the Mohurers who have been employed in forming theſe accounts, and are 
well acquainted with the particulars. 

« We delire you will acquaint the Ranny, that we cannot admit of her 
claims for deductions ; that in conſequence of her former repreſentations it 
has been recommended to the Govyernor-general and Council of — to 

8 allow 
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allow her the ſum of rupees 1,862 8 13, being the amount which has 
hitherto been annually granted to her by cuſtoms ; and if it is approved, it 
will be allowed her accordingly, otherwiſe not; but we direct that ſhe do 
immediately diſcharge the amount which now ſtands againſt her, excluſive of 
the above ſum. Hi | 
| We are, &c. 1 

(Signed) EpwarD STEPHENSON. 

Fes ALEXANDER HI1GGINSON, 

_Jorn RoseweiL,” 


 Burdwan, 
6th September, 1775. 


Mr. Roſewell propoſes, that Bindrabund, the late Dewan to the Amboa 
Ranny, be ſummoned to anſwer to ſuch queſtions as the Board may think 
proper to put to him. | . | 

Mr. Higginſon thinks, that Bindrabund ſhould be called before the 
Board, and acquainted that he will be furniſhed with copies of ſuch of the 
Amboa Ranny's anſwers as regard his conduct when he was her Dewan; 
and that he is required to deliver in his replies to them, which he thinks 
ſhould be entered in our proceedings, and included in the extract to be ſent 
to the Honourable Board of Revenue on the ſubject of the Burrah Dowry 
debts. The Chief acquieſces with Mr. Higginſon in opinion, as it has been 
the uſual form obſerved in ſuch caſes; and further thinks, that copies of 
every anſwer of the Amboa Ranny relative to Bindrabund ſhould be deli- 
vered to him, that he may have an opportunity of replying to the whole. 

Mr. Roſewell obſerves, that in conſequence of his propoſal made to the 
Board about two years ago, the Board fo far acquieſced as immediately to 
ſummon Bindrabund, who 1s now waiting withour, and he deſires he may 
be called in to anſwer ſuch queſtions as may be put to him by Mr. Roſewell, 
ſhould they not receive them as the voice of the Board. 

Mr. Higgin/on's minute. Mr. Higginſon remarks, that it is already the 
opinion of the majority of the Board that Bindrabund ſhould be furniſhed 
with copies of the Amboa Ranny's anſwers which reſpe& him: theſe he 
thinks ſhould be now ordered to be delivered to him, and till we get his re- 
plies to them no queſtion occurs to Mr. Higginſon as neceſſary to be put to 
him. He is unacquainted with the ſubject of Mr. Roſewell's intended 
queſtions, and his manner of propoſing them is he thinks irregular; he 
therefore declincs making any other oblervations upon it, than that the opi- 
nion of the majority of the Board ſhould be put in execution; and that we 
ſhould proceed on with the weighty buſineſs of this Zilla without interrupt- 
ing ourſelves, as has been lately the caſe, with unneceſſary arguments and 
digreſſions, which are wholly foreign to the important buſineſs we are en- 
truſted with, by the Honourable Governor-general and Council of Revenue, 
and can only tend to protract the current matter of Revenue, and the com- 
pliance with many of the Honourable Board's orders, which lie now on 
Rande 2 
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The Chief's minute. “ The Chief is extremely concerned to find the cur- 
rent buſineſs of this Zillah ſo regularly interrupted by a kind of altercation 
which does not ſeem to him even indirectly relative either to the execution of 
the Honourable Governor-general and Council's orders, or to the ſucceſs of 
the collections, but much the reverſe, where the conduct of each member as 
is to be ſuppoſed is actuated with candour, and tends to the ſame general 
point, the credit of the eſtabliſhment; the Chief thinks, that moſt points 
might be debated on and verbally decided; as it cannot be inferred, that 
matter worthy of written diſſents can ſo repeatedly occur, which cannot but 
retard the progreſs of perhaps more eſſential buſineſs; the Chief however is 
inclinable to wave any oppoſition to Mr. Roſewell's motion of interrogating 
Bindrabund before the Board, when any queſtions that may be objected to 

by the Board may be put ſingly from Mr. Roſe well.“ . 5 

Bindrabund being in conſequence called in before the Board, he is made 
acquainted that copies of all the anſwers of the Amboa Ranny which regard 
his conduct and diſmiſſion, will be delivered to him, and he muſt give in his 
replies to them. 55 | 1 8 

The Board put the following queſtions to Bindrabund: . 

4 q ueſtion. What inſtructions did you receive from the Amboa Ranny, 
when the letter arrived from the acting Chief deſiring her attendance and 
yours at Burdwan? 1 d i 0 

« Anſwer, The Ranny told me to go to Burdwan to diſcuſs all matters. 

« 9ueftion, What are thoſe matters which ſhe ordered you to diſculs at 
Burdwan, in conſequence of the ſummons to her and you ? ; 

«© Anſwer. Regarding her debt. 

«© Oueſtion, Were they written, or verbal orders? 

e Anſwer, Verbal. | 

Queſtion. Did ſhe particulariſe what debts ? 

« Anſwer. I was miniſter on her part, and ſhe verbally told me to go 
and diſcuſs all matters regarding her debts in general as might be moit con- 
ducive to her intereſt, 5 : 

« Queſtion. Did ſhe particularize any part of the buſineſs regarding the 
petition preſented by Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund to the Honourable 
Board of Revenue? 5 5 
Anſfer. The Ranny knew their Arzee was preſented, bug ſhe did not 
know the particulars. | 

« Quęſtion. Did you bring any Bengal or Perſian accounts with you 
from Amboa ? 5 

« Anſwer. I brought ſome Bengal accounts. 

« ®ueſtion. Who gave you thoſe accounts, and from what Duftore were 
they taken ? „ 

% Anſwer, I received them from Sook Deo the Dowry Carcoon; the ac- 


counts of the debts are kept ſeparate, from what Dufter ſhould they 
come? 
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« Queſtion. Do you know the name of the Dufter where the accounts of 

the debts are kept? 
© Anſwer. The Dufter! is called Hyſaab Curza, and is under the Car- 
coon. 

« Aueſtion. Were the accounts delivered into the Board as entered on 
Conſultation 18th t. taken from thoſe you received from Sook Deo Car- 
coon? 

Anſtwer. Sook Deo Sircar and Gocool Sircar gave me the accounts 
that were delivered in. 

« Queſtion. Were the above-mentioned perſons at Burdwan or at Amboa 
when they gave you the accounts ? 

« Anſwer. Sook Deo Sircar was at Amboa, and Gocool was here. 

« Oeſtion, The Ranny repeatedly aſſerts, that the accounts delivered 
into the Board are falſe, from whence did you take them? 

« Anſwer. Sook Deo Sircar gave me the accounts, and I delivered chm 
into the Board; in what manner does this queſtion belong to me? 

* Queſticn, The Ranny aſſerts, that ſhe wrote you three letters when you 
were preparing the Baramud accounts, directing you to deſiſt, and that you 
never aniwered them; did you ever receive thole letters, and did you reply 

to them ? 
FV Nine wrote to the Rajah when in Calcutta, to deliver 
in Baramud accounts; as to what paſſed between us atterwards, I have no 
witneſs of it, but look upon that letter as a ſufficient proof of her inten- 
tion. 

« Oneftion. Who brought the letter to the Rajah : ? 

% Anſwer. Sunker Boſe Vakeel. 

« Ovyeſtion, Have you now in your poſſeſſion the accounts which you 
told the Board you would produce as mentioned on Conſultation 18th »/z. ? 

« Anſwer, I have no accounts whatever; the day I was diſmiſſed I deli- 

vered them all up. 

cc Oyeftion, Into whole hands did you deliver the accounts? 

& Anſwer, Radoo Bhoſe Mohurer came, and took the accounts from 
me.” Sofa 

Mr. Roſcwell propoſes, that Sook Deo Sircar and Gocool Sircar be ſum- 
moned immediately to aſcertain, whether the accounts delivered in by Bin— 
drabund on the 18th /. are true or talſe, The day being far advanced, 
Agreed, That Mr, Rolewell's propoſal be taken under conſideration” at our 
meeting. » 


_ Conſultation, gth 3 1775. 


In conſequence of the reſolution of laſt Council day, Mr. Roſewell's 
propoſal being under conſideration, Agreed, That Sook Deo Sircar and 
Gocool Sircar be ſummoned to Burdwan. 


Conſultation, 


\ 


n. 


Conſultation, 11th September, 1775. 


Mr. Roſewell enters the following minute : 


<« Upon maturely conſidering the whole of our proceedings reſpecting the 
Amboa Ranny's loan, which appears to me in ſo rugged a ſtate, as being al- 
together a jumble of abſurdities and various contradictions, I ſhall therefore 
now endeavour to clucidate what has been the real cauſes of it; and further 
obſerve to: you, Gentlemen, that although my opinion as minuted in Con- 
ſultation the 18th 4/7, was then flung away upon you to follow your own; I 
ſay, Gentlemen, though your judgment have hitherto failed, as perhaps mine 
might have done ſo too, ſtill ! am deſirous to hint to you my further 
thoughts upon this matter, that may ſhew us the path which leads out of this 
labyrinth, and the means whereby we may yet obtain that clear and circum- 
ſtantial inquiry into the buſineſs directed by the Honourable Governor- 
general and Council's letter, as they expect and required of us; for it is 
impoſſible they can determine any thing in favour of the Bank's petition 
from the lights hitherto procured, . : 5 
The chief error that ſtrikes me, and from whence ſprings all the reſt, 
has been in conſequence of the Buno Ranny being permitted to remain at 
Amboa, where it mult be plain beyond diſpute to all, that there the ſcene of 
action lies; for much about the time I mentioned by name thoſe people 
whom I recommended to have been ſummoned, as being principal evi- 
dences, they accordingly decamped from Burdwan to Amboa, where they 
. were taken by the Ranny into her favour again, and each received beetle- 
nut from her, though for months before ſhe had Peons Mohuſſell over 
them, that they might render their accounts to Bindrabund, the ſucceſſor of 
her late deceaſed Dewan, whom ſhe had diſmiſſed and diſgraced with the 
above ſervants in queſtion, all being concerned together in the embezzling 
and making away with the produce of the revenues ariſing out of her 
Dowry farms, and involving her beſide over head and ears in debt. Is it 
not likewiſe unaccountably ſtrange ſhe ſhould, without intimating her inten- 
tion to this Board, diſmiſs her faithful ſervant Bindrabund, who had jult 
before been ſent to her by us, inveſted with full commiſſion to act in every 
thing towards her intereſt? In a few words I will explain the epithet of 
faithful, uſed by me as above, and which is as follows; that I am informed, 
ſince this man has taken charge of the management of the Buno Dowry 
farms, he has very conſiderably increaſed the revenue ; 1 would not be un- 
derſtood in railing them WM their zeal value, but by diſpoſſeſſing thoſe 
farmers who, by unfair means, heid farms at an under rent to what they 
formerly let for. You are ſenſible, gentlemen, we have one ſtriking in— 
ſtance of this now under dur conſideration, in which ſtrongly appears the 
power Modun Mohun Chowdry, alias Bowannee Metre, held over the Am- 
boa Ranny's Dewan, in taking by force from Juggool Mackerjea, his farm 
x 24 0 2 belonging 
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belonging to the Dowry lands, and the cruelty of it was particularly ſo as the 
crop was then upon the ground; alſo he had received the Poonah Chit, and 
paid up four months of the revenue of the new year, and not a ſingle ru- 
pee balance upon the old one, But to make good my obſervation of the 
late practice of deducting the revenues of the farms, he, Bowannee, obliged 
Ramhurry Chowdry to reduce the Jumma upon his farm 930 rupees. 
Other circumſtances could be urged in praiſe of Bindrabund, whom I have 
ever heard a general good character of. Next comes Sunker Bhoſe, who 
informs the Council he has received a letter from the Ranny, acquainting 
him ſhe had turned out her Dewan Bindrabund, and appointed him her 
temporary agent here, who aſſumes an immediate conſequence to himſelf 
upon it, and pablickly inſults the Zemindary Dewan and Roopnarain 
Chowdry, the guardians of the Rajah, with a frivolous accuſation againſt this 
child of a Rajah, having put ſix Peons over him, and claiming the protection 
of the Council againſt him: What then follows? Caſt but an eye over her 
different Arzees, obſerve what ſhe has wrote for her one day, ſhe in the next 
letter denies the whole ſubſtance of. Her replies to our queſtions, put by 
Mr, Duncanſon, how very inconſiſtent ! What faith or dependance can we 
put in all theſe matters? It is viſible to me, and I ſhould imagine it mult be 
10 to the Board, that this poor old Ranny is evidently agitated by the diffe- 
rent adviſers ſhe admits to her cloſet, who have guided her agreeable to their 
{ſeparate views and intereſts; one party endeavour to prevent all accounts 
being produced, and to augment the diſſenſions between the Rajah's mother 
and grandmother, which they have already promoted ; others, again, are 
at work upon her, to make her acknowledge her debts to be juſt, and which 
ſhe will diſcharge, being well ſatisfied with every one, otherwiſe ſhe will 
loſe her Dowry farms; when the drift of this, I ſhould ſuppoſe, is to get 
written evidence againſt her, that may hereafter ſerve their purpoſes in a 
court of juſtice. On the other hand, the Rajah's family wifh to have the 
accounts well looked into, the good and bad, if any, ſeparated, and a final 
adjuſtment take place, to relieve her from the preſent diſtreſſes and trouble 
ſhe is in, to ſatisfy her legal creditors, and bring honour and credit to theme 
ſelves by putting an end to the enmity now ſubſiſting in the family, that 
brings diſgrace upon the Rajah. Theſe are laudable motives, and I hope 
will be attended to. Lalla Kaſſaul Chund has already preferred an Arzee 
to the Council with this deſign, in the name of the Rajah. I then thought, 
and am till of opinion, it was introduced in a diſreſpectful manner, and was 
therefore ſilent upon the occaſion ; however, I am now thoroughly con- 
vinced in my own mind, it is the only meaſure we can adopt to eſtabliſh 
harmony in the family, where there ſhould be but one joint intereſt for the 
good of the whole; ana I do further conceive other ſalutary effects will be 
derived therefrom, by overſetting the ſchemes of all parties, from carrying 
on the colluſion any longer, and we may be furniſhed with the accounts we 
want. At preſent every thing ſeems to be at a ſtand with the Ranny's be- 
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ing at a loſs who to truſt with her concerns. It is rumoured abroad that a 
young man, the fon of Bridjoo Kiſhore, will be appointed her Dewan ; that 
we mult by all means prevent: the father has had too much to do with her 
late affairs, that he ſhould again have any thing to lay to them now; there- 
fore J propoſe, that Lolla Kaſſaul Chund with Roopnarain Chowdry be 
without delay fully inveſted to take charge and act entirely independent of 


the Amboa Ranny, who is too old, and entirely incapable to judge for 
herſelf. | | 


(Signed) Joux RoOsRwELI.“ 


Asgreed, That Mr. Roſe wells minute do lie for conſideration till our next 
meeting. „ | 


Conſultation, 13th September, 1775. 


Received the following letter from Mr. Alexander Duncanſon at Amboa, 
with its incloſures. 


20 Edward Stephenſon, Eſq, Chief, &c. Members of the Council of Revenue at 
| Burdwan, 535 


&« Gentlemen, : 
„ have had the honour to receive your letter of the 6th inſtant. 

“ In conformity to your orders, I have again enjoined the Mohurers 
of the Amboa Ranny, to be as expeditious as pollible in preparing the 
accounts, relative to the Dowry debt, which they inform me will be read 
to-morrow, I will, agreeable to your orders, bring with me to Burdwan 
Kiſimam Metre and Ramnaut Metre, together with two or three of the 
Mohurers who have been employed in forming theſe accounts, and are 
well acquainted with every particular regarding them, 

&« ] have acquainted the Ranny, that her claims for deductions cannot be 
admitted of; and that, in conſequence of her former repreſentations, you had 
recommended to the Governor, &c, Council of Revenue, to allow her the 
ſum of rupees 1862 8 15, which had been hitherto annually granted her 
according to cuſtom, and if it was approved, it would be granted her, 
otherwiſe not; and that you had directed me to call upon her, for the 
immediate diſcharge of the amount that now ſtood againſt her, excluſive of 
that ſum, amounting to rupees 8500 7 1. She then repreſented to me, 
that it was impoſſible ſhe could pay it immediately, and begged that 

a Kiſtbundy might be granted her, to diſcharge the amount within four 
months. -- |. -- 

ce In confequence of her very earneſt ſolicitation, I now take the liberty 
of incloſing you a letter from her upon that ſubject, and requeſt to be 
honoured with your final orders regarding her claims for deductions, as it 
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is the only circumſtance that detains me from proceeding directly to Burd- 
wan. | 


I am, &c. 


Amboa, (Signed) ALEXANDER DUNCaAnSON.” 
9th September, 1775. 


Ranny of Amboa, © Mr. Duncanſon is poſſeſſed of Ab and under- 
ſtanding, and I am much pleaſed with his conduct, remitting in part of my 
laſt year's balance the ſum of rupees 1,862 8 3; he with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, 
has required payment of the remainder, I repreſented, that if the Gentlemen 
do not remit the amount whereof I complained, a conſiderable amount became 
due from me; and now in what manner could it be paid up? I therefore re- 
queſted he would be favourably pleaſed to form a Kiſtbundy, and receive it 
accordingly. He anſwered, this matter does not belong to my authority, 1 
then begged he would be pleaſed to wave the demand for five or ſix days, in 
which time J might repreſent the matter to the Chief; and I requeſted he 
would likewiſe write to the Council on the ſubject: after much converſation 
he at length aſſented. I therefore repreſent, if you be pleaſed to remit the 
amount whereof I have complained, there will be no balance outſtanding 
againſt me; but if my complaint” do not meet with your approbation, be 


pleaſed to order it to be paid in, together with my revenue, according to 
the particulars under written. 


Riſlunch. 
In Bhadoon . Aſſin „„ a 1,000 
Cartic — — — e $000 
Augun — — — 3,200 
Poos — — — — 3.300 7 15 


3 8,500 7 1 5 


As ſeveral of the farmers, who were in 1 at the cloſe of laſt 
year were indulged with two or three months to pay them up. 

Agreed, That we allow the Ranny the ſpace of three months; and that the 
amount due from her be paid up in three equal payments, to be made 
in Aſſin, Cartick, and Augun; and that a letter be written to the above 
effect. 

Mr. Roſewell diſſents to the above reſolution, as he thinks the Ranny 
| ſhould be forced to pay up her balance immediately, having already been 
indulged with near ſix months of the new year. 

The Chief enters the following remarks on the preſent ſtate of the 
N into the particulars of the mortgage and loans on the Dewanny 
ands 


The 
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The Chief's Minute.] agree entirely in ſentiment-with Mr. Roſewell, that 
much colluſisn ſeems to exiſt between the Amboa Ranny and the Zemindary 
people, who are candidates for the management of her rents, as an object 
worthy their intrigues; and that the iſſoe of our inquiry into the reality of 
the mortgage, and particulars of the juſt debts againſt the Dowry lands, 
remains in a crude undigeſted ſtate, and will not therefore prove ſatisfactory 
to our ſuperiors; our proceedings however will ſufficiently evince, that the 
Ranny of Amboa, naturally tenacious of retaining a tenure granted her by 
Government, and afterwards confirmed at the preſent under-rated Bundoo- 
buſt by the Honourable Court of Directors, yet is and has been miſled 
by intereited Miniſters z inſomuch, as not to have been privy to che mort- 
gage on her lands, which meaſure ſeems to have been taken lolely through 
her Agents. The appointment and di{miſſion of her ſervants is a right which 
ſhe certainly holds in common with every native that is not a penſioner of 
Government; nor is ſhe amenable to us for the removal of Bindrabund, 
the fidelity of whoſe fervices ſhe does not ſeem quite convinced of; ſhe 
aſſerts his having been forced on her by the Burdwan Ranny, of whom he 
is known to be a dependant, and is not reported to be a man converſant in 
buſineſs, but the reverſe. : 

„The excuſe pleaded by the Ranny for our diſpenſing with her at— 
tendance, viz. her lex, her time of life, and indiſpolition, was formed on 
Jo reaſonable a plea, that we need not repent our compliance; the public 
inſtructions did not mention her to be ſummoned to Burdwan, but only to 
cauſe her to be interrogated : if any ill conſequences have ariſen from ſuch 
indulgence, they were unforeſeen, and could not be guarded againſt, 

„he remedy propoſed by Mr. Roſewell of giving charge of the Dowry 
farms to the Zemindary Dewan and Carcoon, were we unanimous for 
adopting it, does not, I believe, come within the verge of our authority; 
neither would it be an act correſpondent with our proceedings of the 21ſt 
ult. when Lolla Coſhaal Chund is forbid on poſitive terms, from interfe— 
ring in the portion of the Dowry lands, called Izarah Montrelur. Should 
Government heteafter think proper to ſettle theſe lands as a hereditary 
right devolving on the Zemindary, an Agent may probably be appointed 
for the preſent farmer, as ſhe ſeems to have been Father unfortunate in her 
choice of Dewans; bur till we are adviſed of the ſentiments of adminiitta- 
tion, we certainly have no right to deiermine a claim, which at belt 1s but 
preſumptive on the part of the Rajah's family, in preference to the right- 
ful poſſeſſor, who is, I believe, no more under the influence of her mini- 
ſters, than the Ranny of Burdwan. However, as it is undoubtedly the 
tenſe of the public order, that the debts againſt the Dowry for ſums 
actually lent, as alfo the rate of intereſt, ſhould be aſcertained, and there 
ſeems ſomething remaining to be done to procure that information, I am 
ready to join in any meaſure that may ſeem to lead to that point; premt- 
ling only, that we cannot, with propricty, receive or tranimit any or 
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bot ſuch as are properly authenticated by the ſeal of the Ranny; we may 
therefore ſuſpend any reſolution till the arrival of Mr. Duncanſon, when 
an examination of the accounts may ſerve to direct our future meaſures. 

„ Mr, Higginſon thinks we ſhould proceed on with our inquiries, reſpect- 
ing the Amboa Ranny's debts, agreeable to the orders of the Honourable 
Board of Revenue on the ſeveral Reſolutions we have already paſſed re- 
garding them: when this examination is completed, Mr. Higginſon is of 
opinion we ſhould addreſs the Honourable Governor-general and Council of 
Revenue very fully on the ſtate of the Dowry lands; and on the mode, 
as may appear belt calculated for their future proſperity.” 


Received the following letter from the Amboa Ranny. 


Ranny of Ambaa. 


< Kiſheman Metre is my ancient ſervant, and I brought him hither for the 
purpoſe of accounts. You have ſummoned him; were he at preſent to go, a 
delay would conſequently enſue; ] therefore requeſt you will excuſe his 
coming, which will be a favour conferred upon me. 


(Signed) R. K. Perſian Tranſlator.” 


Arreed, That in addition to the letter to the Amboa Ranny of this 
date, we inform her, that we cannot diſpenſe with Kiſhen Metre's attend- 
ance, and therefore deſire that he do immediately repair to Burdwan. 


Conſultation, 18th Sept. 1775. 


Mr. Duncanſon being returned from Amboa, ſends in the following 
letter: 


To Edward Stephenſon, EA. Chief, and Member of Council of Revenue at 
Burgwan. 


85 Gentlemen, 


„ have now the honour to lay before you the accounts regarding 
the Dowry debts, each ſeparate account authenticated by the ſeal of the 
Ranny, by which you will perceive that the debt amounts to no leſs a 
ſum than rupees 2,99,661 9; and the yearly intereſt, at the rate of 24 per 
cent to rupees 71,9i8 4. As the accumulating intereſt will-in a very ſhort 
time amount to a heavy ſum, the Ranny has earneſtly requeſted of me to 
repreſent to you the neceſſity there is of a Bundoobult being ſpeedily 
formed, in ſuch a manner as will in ſome degree free her from her preſent 
d! ficulties, and make her able in time to diſcharge her debts, for at pre- 
ſent the is utterly incapable; but I am very apprehenſive, from what I have 
learned, that even then ſhe will be equally unable, provided the Jands are 
to be inanaged by her ſervants, who, it is evident, keep, her ignorant of 
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every circumftance regarding her own affairs, to ſuch a degree that ſhe even 
does not know the amount of her annual revenue” to government; from 
which circumſtance there is the. greateſt reaſon to ſuppoſe her unacquainted 
with the real profits accruing from her Dowry farms, 

„The profits upon Turroff Montiſſen, I have been informed, would 
amount to very near 300,000 rupees yearly, provided that the Ranny's 
ſervants were debarred from holding the farms in their own hands, by 
which means the lands are greatly under-rated, and the profits that other- 
wiſe would accrue embezzled; quantities of ground brought under the heads 
of Khyrat Devuritter, &c. but in fact applied by her ſervants to their 
own purpoſes, would make ſome addition in the Moffuſſil Bundabuſt“; in 
fine, the Ranny's ſervants make a prey of her, and from the above parti- 
culars there is the greateſt grounds to think the payment of her debts 
never will be effected, circumſtanced in the manner ſhe is at preſent, 
To acquire a thorough knowledge of the value and extent of the 
Dowrylands, the Doul Pottahs Cabooleats + of the Ryots might be examined, 
and the Jumma f of each village aſcertained, which would effectually relieve 
the Ranny from the intrigues and chicanery of her ſervants, and enable Go- 


vernment to apply, with a certainty of her having ſufficient for her ſupport, 
ſuch part of her profits as they might deem reaſonable to the diſcharge of 


„„ Ei... 3 

The Ranny's expences might be greatly leſſened without affronting the 
dignity of her ſtation; for ſne has numbers of unneceſſary ſervants and 
prieſts, together with a vaſt concourſe of vagrant Hindoo Facqueers, upon 
whom ſhe beſtows large ſums of money : but whether her ſervants pay theſe 


ſums or not, it is hard to ſay, but it is moſt likely they appropriate a part 


of them to their own uſe. 

& Tf the Dowry lands are to continue under the management of her ſer- 
vants, or ſhould even any perſon be appointed before an inveſtigation takes 
place into the extent and real value of them, it is but natural to imagine, 
that the Ranny will {till be abuſed, and the money miſappropriated, as 
well as Government prevented from getting that information which is requi- 
ſite to enable them to form ſome adjuſtment of her debts, which is ſo 
earneſtly requeſted by her; for being as yet utterly unacquainted with the 
real ſtate of her affairs, her ſervants will, in all probability, keep her in the 
dark. And how is it poſſible ſhe can remedy this evil? it being evident ſhe 
has not a ſingle ſervant whom ſhe ought to depend upon; they being all 
linked in a colluſion, and will naturally keep her ignorant of every circum- 
ſtance for their own advantage. OP 5 LL 49 

elf the meaſures ſhe intends purſuing are conſented to, viz. that of 
delivering up the lands to the management of thoſe people whom ſhe may 
appoint, the money ſhe owes will be in a very precarious fituation, and, in 
all probability, will never be recovered as it is known by experience, that 
the natives in general meaſure out their honeſty in proportion to the abi- 
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licies of their maſters, or through dread of their miſdeeds coming to light. 
A woman who devotes all her time to worſhip, confined by the cuſtom of 
her country to the recluſe life of the Zumana“, together with her great age 
and declining underſtanding, muſt undoubtedly be a prey to her deſigning 
ſervants, and miſled by them in every circumftance where ſhe has neither 
abilities nor opportunities to counteract them; the more ſo, as the Dowry 
lands are fo interſperſed throughout the province. IP 

% have been told, that the Ranny's expences do not amount to above 
ſeven or eight thouſand rupees at moſt per menſem, and that her ſervants 
make a cuſtom of debiting her 20 rupees for every 15 rupees diſburſed ; 
an allowance of 60,000 rupees yearly, until ſuch time as her debts are 
diſcharged, would maintain her, I am told, very genteelly. I hope, Gentle- 
men, you will excuſe the liberty I have taken in offering theſe hints, and 
impute it to a deſire of giving you every information that comes within my 
local knowledge, on a ſubject where the immediate welfare of a large part 
of the Burdwan collections ſeems to be materially concerned. 

| I have the honour, Gentlemen, 
Burdwan, to be with the greateſt reſpect, 
27th Sept. 1775. FT your very obedient, and 
- moſt humble Servant, 
(Signed) ArLExanDER DUuNCANSON.” 


Ordered, That the accounts accompanying the above letter be delivered 
to the Accountant to be tranſlated. 

Mr. Higginſon enters the following minute : 

« There ſeems to me at preſent to be a general ſcene of anarchy and 
confuſion ſubſiſting in the buſineſs of the Amboa Ranny's lands; as no 
fixed Dewant is as yet nominated to ſucceed Bundrabund, and as we are even 
unacquainted who has the charge of her affairs. The inquiries which are 
now on foot may be neceſſarily prolonged till the expiration of the ap- 
pProaching holidays. I am of opinion, therefore, that there is too much 
reaſon to apprehend that the Amboa Ranny's ſervants may take a very im- 
proper advantage of this interregnum, which may not only be a great diſ- 
credit to her, but tend conſiderably to the prejudice of the valuable lands 
ſhe holds under the authority of Government, For theſe reaſons it occurs to 
me, that it is expedient to loſe no time in adviſing the Honourable Go- 
vernor-general, &c. Council of Revenue of the ſtate of theſe matters, tranſ- 
mitting them abſtracts of the total amount of the Ranny's debts, with a. 
view of the accumulating intereſt thereon; recommending alſo, that they 
ſhould authoriſe us to appoint, for the preſent, ſome perſons to ſuperintend 
the collections of the Dowry Revenue, and acquaint them, at the ſame 
time, that the Rajah of Burdwan has ſent in a letter to us nominating Lalla 
Cosſhal Chund, the Zemindary Dewan, to this charge; but that we did 
not deem ourſelves ſufficiently authoriſed to put him in poſſeſſion ; that we, 


— 


Seraglio. + Treaſurer, 
however, 


1 


however, take the liberty to requeſt their advice and particular orders on 
theſe ſubjects, which we requeſt to be favoured with as ſoon as poſſible, as 
the ſeaſon of the heavieſt collections is now at hand.“ 
Mr. Roſewell has already obſerved the great neceſſity there is of proper 
people being inveſted with charge of the Dowry farms; he therefore thinks 
that we ſhould not delay tranſmitting to the Honourable Council of Re- 
venue the whole of our proceedings on the ſubject as ſoon as poſſible; 
whereby they may be the better enabled to judge what meaſures will be 
moſt conducive for the intereſt of the Amboa Ranny, and the welfare of 
her eſtates. * 5 
The Chief approves of the foregoing remarks of Meſſts. Higginſon and 
Roſewell, and thinks that immediately on the accounts received from Am- 
boa being tranſlated, copy of the whole of our proceedings on the buſineſs 
of the Dowry farm ſhould be tranſmitted, with an addreſs, containing our 
ſentiments on the preſent predicament of the Ranny, and the ſtate of her 
farms; and recommending meaſures for the adjuttment, reſtoration, and 
future management of them. 
Ordered, In conſequence that the accounts of the Burra Dowry, directed 
to be tranſlated at the beginning of this day's proceedings, be prepared by 
our next meeting; and agreed, that they then be examined, with the ſe- 
veral Mohurers* ſummoned from Amboa; alſo, when this is completed, that 
the whole of our proceedings on the buſineſs be tranſmitted to the Ho- 
nourable Board of Revenue. 1 | 


Conſultation, 22d September, 1775. 
Mr. Roſewell's Minute. 


In conformity to my declaration at our laſt meeting, I will now enter 
on this Conſultation my opinion of a letter ſent into Council the 18th in- 
ſtant, by Mr. Duncanſon, one of the aſſiſtants of this eſtabliſhment, and 
lately deputed by the majority of this Board on ſpecial affairs to the Burra 
Ranny at Amboa. I pronounce the ſaid letter to be highly improper ; be- 
cauſe it is dictated to us in a very unbecoming ſtyle, and which neither ſuits his 
ſtation or years, He has very officiouſly troubled himſelf with matters that 
noway concern him, inſtead of ſticking to the tenor of our inſtructions, 
that plainly direct him to take clear and explicit aniwers to every queſtion 
put to the Ranny : how far they are ſo, I refer you to the proceedings. 
Neither do | perceive, among the papers produced by him, any of the ori- 
ginal ones, of the riſe of the loan, and particulars of the transfer; but, 
on the contrary, accounts which were never required of him, as we could at 
all times have got, without ſending him purpoſely to Amboa for. It appears 
to me, that this young man's attention has been partly employed with inqui- 
ring how the Ranny has been eat up in Toroff Mounteſer, and forming a 
plan for deſtroying the vermin which has ſo long preyed upon her; and 
this is nothing more than deputing ſome perſon to ſcrutinize minutely into 

* Clerks or writers, 
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the rates the farms are now let at, and make a new Moffuſſil“ Bondoobuſt. 

This is a ſtring which he chiefly touches upon, in moſt of the paragraphs of 
his letter, as a very neceſſary meaſure to be taken, the meaning thereof is 
well underſtood, Had Mr. Duncanſon ſhewed me this letter, I would have 
adviſed him ſtrenuouſly againſt preſenting it; I cannot poſſibly believe the 
whole production to be his own, I think there are ſome embelliſhments, 
that whoever has been his adviſers in, they had better left them out for his 
ſake. I will ever wiſh to give merit its due, but I really cannot diſcover 
the leaſt ſpice of it in Mr. Duncanſon's late miſſion. I ſhould not have 
taken up a moment of your time upon a ſubject that is ſo very inſignificant. 
of itſelf, but for the honour of our Board; I, for my part, could not let 
ſuch diſteſpect go unnoticed, and which I ſtill hope will meet with the fur- 
ther conſideration of you Gentlemen." 

in conſequence of Mr. Roſewell's remark, that he does not ſuppoſe Mr. 
Duncanſon to have been the ſole author of the letter ſent in by him under 
date the 17th inſtant, the Chief deſires Mr. Duncanſon may be called upon. 
Being called in, and aſked whether he received any aſſiſtance in the compo- 
fition, he declares on his word, which he offers to teſtify on oath, that the 
letter was written originally by himſelf when at Amboa, and that he has 
not received any aſliſtance in the performance as it now ſtands recorded. 

The Amboa accounts ordered to be tranſlated on laſt Conſultation, being 
prepared, ordered they be entered in the Appendix, 

Mr. Taylor, the Accomptant, begs leave to inform the Board, that 
though it appears from one of the above accounts, that the fum of 4000 
rupees was borrowed of him by the Amboa Ranny, he is totally unac- 
quainted with every circumſtance regarding the tranſaction ; that he has no 
concern, directly or indirectly, in the Amboa debt; at the ſame time re- 
queſting that 1 Inquiry be made how the above ſum comes to be inſerted in 
his name. 

Reſolved, That the above repreſentation be inquired into. 

Mr. M Dowall, the Secretary, begs leave to obſerve to the Board, that 
che account of the money borrowed from him by the Amboa Ranny, as 
brought in by Mr. Duncanſon, is formed upon an erroneous calculation, as 
the intereſt is therein rated at two per cent. per menſem, and the Ranny's 
Bond to him, dated the 19th Aſſin, 1181, and under the ſignature of Ram- 
hurry Naug, deceaſed, who was at that time her Dewan, ſpecifies only ene 
per cent, As Mr. M*Dowall apprehends that a miſtake of this kind may 
hereafter be attended with ſome inconvenience to him if not rectified, he 
requeſts that the Accomptant may be permitted to draw out the Account 
anew, agreeably to the rate of intereſt ſpecified in the bond, which he begs 
leave to lay before the Board for their peruſal. 

On examination of the above-mentioned bond, it appears that it bears an 
intereſt only of one per cent. per menſem, as repreſented by Mr. M*Dowall. 

Ordered, therefore, That the Accomptant do draw out the account agree- 
ably to the rate of intereſt ſpecified in the Bond, 
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The Board obſerves, that the accounts delivered in as above are not con— 
formable to thoſe required by them in their repeated orders to Mr. Dun- 
canſon and the Amboa officers. 


Kiſhen Metre, one of the Burra Dowry ſervants, being 1 in ts 
called before the Board, is interrogated as follows: 


e Qusſtion. Are the original accounts of the debt at Amboa or at 
Burdwan ? 


« Anſwer. I have been five or fix months out of the Ranny's ſervice, 
and | do not know whether they are here or at Amboa. 


* Queſtion. Do you underſtand tlie accounts brought in by Mr. Dun— 
canſon? 


&« Anſwer. Les, I do. 

% Oueſtion. It appears from one of theſe accounts, that Mr. Taylor 
lent the ſum of 4000 rupees to the Ranny ; who paid the money ? 

„ Anſwer, Cally Perſaud Sing paid the money, 


« Queſtion. Do you know why Cally Perſaud Sing made uſe of Mr. 
Taylor's name? 


« Anſwer, No, I do not know. 

% 9yeſtion, How came the whole of the accounts of the Amboa Ran- 
ny's debts, excluſive of that due to Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund, to be 
delivered to Mr. Duncanſon, when the latter only were required ? | 

* Anſwer, Mr. Duncanſon demanded all the accounts, and they were 
conſequently delivered to him.” 

Ramnaul Metre, another of the Dowry ſervants, is called before the 
Board, and the ſame queſtions put to him as to Kiſhen Metre, to which he 
anſwers as follows: 

To the 1ſt. That he does not know where the original accounts of the 
debt are; but all the Ranny's Dufftores“, wherever they wete, have been 
removed to Amboa. 


Jo the 2d. That he has never ſeen the accounts that Mr. Duncanſon 
brought in. 8 | 

As we have not received the accounts that were required of the Amboa 
Ranny, Agreed, That a Purwannah + be written to the Ranny, directing her, 
in poſitive terms, to ſend in all the original accounts of her debt, from 
its firſt commencement; as thoſe brought in by Mr. Duncanſon are not 
agreeable to the inſtructions of the Board. 

Mr. Roſewell remarks to the Board, that it plainly appears to him, from 
the above examination of Kiſhen Metre and Ramnaut Metre, that it is the 
determined reſolution of the Amboa Ranny's ſervants never to produce the 
accounts in queſtion; and that it is needleſs for us to make any further 
attempts to procure them, but wait the determination of our ſuperiors upon 
our proceedings hitherto; that may very likely be productive of our ob- 
_ taining the fulleſt information, ſhould they pleafe to invelt proper perſons 
with the ſole management of the Ranny's affairs. 


Offices in which accounts are kept. + An order. 


2 Bindrabund. 


. 


Bindrabund delivers in the following anſwer to the Amboa Ranny's accu- 
ſations againſt him: | 
IE Anſwers of Bindrabund. 

« 1. A ſummons was iſſued from the Council to the Ranny on the 
ſubject of her debts ; calling for me, ſhe ſaid, * Why am I ſummoned for 
buſineſs: the Dewan is abſolute Agent, and diſcuſſes all matters; do you, 
therefore, take with you the neceſſary papers, attend upon the Gentlemen 

of the Council, and prepare and deliver in ſuch accounts as they may re- 
 quire.* I arrived accordingly, and waited on the Gentlemen, who inquired 
how the debt to Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund had been contracted; and 
being contracted, to what purpoſe applied; directed me to give in the par- 
ticulars in writing. The accounts which I had received from Neinney 
Metre and Badoo Bhoſe, taken from the accounts of Ramhurry Naug, I 
delivered in to the Council, and the ſecond day after diſpatched a copy to 
Amboa. . 0 

« 24. My reply hereto is comprehended in the above article. 

4. 34. The writing of letters is the province of the Moonſhy*, She like- 
wile ſays I tranſacted affairs without her knowledge; I was her ſervant, and 
why ſhould I deſire to act without her directions? according as ſhe ordered 
1 obeyed. 3% ; 

1 wb, She ſays ſhe gave me no power to do as I have done, and ſolely 
empowered me to act for her good. I have eaten her bread, How then 
ſhould I act to her detriment ? I am not ſuch an ingrate ; ungrateful people 
reduced, by their embezzlements, her Mahl+ to ruin, I examined into the 
accounts, and did every thing for the benefit of her Sircarf. I did nothing 
beſides which might tend to her prejudice, or without her order. 

« 5th. She ſays, ſhe was entirely unacquainted with the buſineſs and ac- 
counts of her, Dowry Mahl. I inſpected ſuch accounts on theſe ſubjects as 
ſhe bade me, and none againſt her order. When ſhe took me into her ſervice 
it was not at my own requeſt; conſulting among themſelves, they ſent for 
me, and ſhe told me to act as her Dewan, in the room of Ramhurry Naug ; 
I likewiſe conſented, and ſhe ſent me to the Gentlemen. The Chief after- 
wards wrote a letter to the Ranny, and you will learn the particulars of her 
anſwer from the letter ſhe wrote in reply. 1 
Gib. The particulars whence money hath been received, and on what ac- 
counts diſburſed, are in the accounts of the former officers; theſe accounts 
are not in my time. 0 © 

« 7th, With reſpe& to her order to me, to defiſt and not give in the ac- 
counts, you will decide on that head, from hence, Had ſhe not directed 
me to give in accounts, why ſhould ſhe write me an order io deſiſt? If it 
were not her intention to give them in, why then, when [ was not in her 
ſervice, did ſhe ſend Baramud & accounts to Calcutta, and write likewiſe for 
receiving back the money with intereſt? On my arrival at Burdwan, the 
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Gentlemen required the accounts for the Council, and I made out and gave 
in the particulars. Five days after, ſhe wrote me, forbidding me to give 
them : they were then already preſented to the Council, and what power 
had I to withdraw them ? Being therefore without remedy, I could write 
no anſwer, becauſe there was a contradiction in the orders of my Miſtreſs. 

_ « 8h, She ſays ſhe wrote me three letters, to none of which I returned 
an anſwer, From the day on which, after giving in the accounts to the 
Council, I received her order to deliſt, I was unable to write to her. She 
fays the Baramud is falſe : I formed, from Ramhurry Naug's Durbar Kinch. 
accounts, the particulars which I delivered; it I have wrote any thing more, 
all that ſhe aſſerts is juſt,” ole cs e 


Conſultation, 26th September, 1775. 

As the commencement of the Gentoo holidays renders it impracticable 
for us to procure any further materials from the Agents of the Amboa 
Ranny till the expiration of them, in conformity to our reſolution of Con- 
fultation 18th inſtant, Agreed, we tranſmit extract of our proceedings on 

the ſubject, with copies of the accounts brought in from Amboa to the 
Honourable Governor-general, &c, Council Revenue, with. the following - 
WH <-- g EL 

be Letter accompanying. 

Mr. Roſewell diſowns having any ſhare in the above letter, as he thinks 
would be fully ſufficient by juſt acquainting the Honourable Governor- general, 

- &c. Council, that accompanying we ſend them extracts of our proceedings 


on the buſineſs of the Amboa Ranny's Debts, and wait their further orders 
on the ſubject. 


(A true Extract.) 3 
(Signed.) D. H. M Do WALL, Secretary. 


For the Letter, ſee page 628. 


Burdwan, 22d September, 1775. 
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DF. Mr. Taylor through Cally Perſaud Sing in Account with 
1181. | | 
Choite 30, To balance due at the end of the Ben- 


gal year 1181, on account principal, 4,000 o o 
To Do. on account intereſt, - 69 5 10 


4,069 5 10 


Sicca Rupees | 4,069 5 10 


——— 


Dr. Peraun Naut Tewarry in Account with 
1176, To Caſh paid, - . 20,529 14 © 
Deduct Batta 314 9 10 
5 N — 20% 16 4 10 
1177- To Do. — 8 181,813 8 0 | 
| Deduct Batta 2,399 7 10 
: e 1,79,414 0 10 
1178. To Do. - . - 2,30,961 5 8 a 
Deduct Batta 2,038 7 15 
Te” - — 2, 28,922 8 5 
1179. To Do. 777272 o o 
Deduct Batta e 
1 | — — 77,270 11 0 
1180, To Do. - 8 - 2,365 0 © 
1181. To Do. . 400 © © 


To balance due Peraun Naut Tewarry at 


—— 2. ¶ nQnü— 


5508, 587 8 5 


the end of 1180, on account principal - 09,735 0 © 
On account intereſt - - 0.2 16 


m— 7 


— — 


Sicca Rupees 5, 18,322 11 1 


CC — 


6 
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the Burra Dowry or Ranny of Amboa. 15 Cr. 
1181. 
Ohoite 5. By caſh as per bond — 5 - = 
30. By intereſt on the above ſum from 5 to 30 Chaite, DEF > 7 
26 days, at 2 per Cent. per Menſem, 1 69 5 10 


Sicca Rupees 4,069 5 10 


A true copy from the Bengal Account. : 


(Signed) W. TavLon, Accomptant. " 
the Burry Dowry, or Ranny of Amboa, AE Cr, 
1176, By caſh received, 22,902 0 0 
+ Deduct Batta 89 25 © _. | 
. 3 — — 22,812 10 
- By intereſt 2 3 per Cent. 2,022 13 10 0 
N 9 — 24,834 14 10 
| 1177. By caſh received = 189,000 o o 
3 By intereſt, 3 per Cent. - 4,420 6 16 . 
By Hoondean®, at 2 per Cent. - 935 0 0 1 
— 1,94, 355 6 16 
1178. By caſh received, 25215592 13 - © 
y!y intereſt, 3 3 per Cent. 7,946 4 15 
By Hoondean, + per Cent, „ $0 
. 6 e — 2, 30,421 9 15 
1179. By caſh received, — 65,529 12 0 f 
To May 7. By intereſt at 3 35 per Cent. 3.181 © © 


— 68,710 12 0 


— 


Sicca Rupees 5, 18,322 11 1 


A true copy from the Bengal Account. 
(Signed) W. TavLor, Accomptant. 


® Rate of Exchange. 


10 
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Dr. 
1181. 
Faugun 1. To caſh paid, 5 
—ͤ— 30. To e. due to Buldoo Tewarry, 
| On account principal, - 
On account intereſt, — 


Burdwan, the 22d September, 1775. 


Buldoo Tewarry in Account with 


— 87 o 0 


3.900 © o 


2,144 © O 

— — 6,044 o o 

dicca Rupees 6,131 "0 © 
_ * 


(667 ) 


the Burra Do wry, or Ranny of Amboa. | — 


2 * = — 
wi . — rr ne ne > — A 

* = — — — — 4 5 > < 4 - 

—— * 3 — . - "a — 4 — - p — a 

. . — — — 2 z — * 2 2 * 

——— CN” 2 . x — 2 290 7 PS L * 

& — > e 6 : hy - . — —_— . - \ 8 job _ 
LE hea Weg” * Eo "Za * — — 4 — 

Y - þ 8 8 — 

Ay arr - _ bs = = - 


1180. | | 
Jyte 30. By balance of caſh borrowed, £ | 3,900 0 0 
By intereſt due on the above, _ 510 0 0 
Maug 15. By Do. on Do. from 1 Aſſar M. P). i 
| to 16 Maug, | 715 590 0 0 * 
Choite 30. By Do. on Do. from 16 Maug | 1 0 
. to the end of Choite, 2 15 I95 0 © 100 
1181. 15 
Maug 30. By Do. on Do. from Byſach | | 
es to Maug, 10 0 J 
Choite 30. By Do. on Do. from F augun „„ 
- to Choite, - a Re 
mn—— 2,231 0 
Sicca Rupees 6,131 0 0 


| A true copy from the Bengal Account. 


_—_— 
— 


1 


| 
| 


: (Signed) W. TarLo, Accomptant. 


— 
— — 


— . ͤ—-— DIR 


OY 
— 


— — 
- 
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* : - Sd . 4 
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— — 
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Dr. 


1181. 
Baudun 18. 


Cartick 27. 
Augun 17. 
Pooſe 1. 


17. 


Faugun 1. 
OE 22. 


Choite 30. 


6668) 


* 


Rajahs Huzz00ry Mull and Dal Chund in Aocount with 


To caſh paid, — 


To Do. » ſy 
To Do. — - 
To Do. — 4 
To Do. 5 | : 
To Do. — = 
To Do. — as 
To Do. - 1 

Th To Do. | - _- 
z. To Do; — N 
To Do. = s | 
To Do. - 4 
To Do. - SS 


To balance due Rajahs Huzzoory 


Mull and Dal Chund, 


On account principal, = 
On account intereſt, p 


| Burdwan, 22d September, 1775. 


1, 25,45 9 © 
24,280 11 19 


— 


1 85 
3,344 0 0 
2,190 © © 
2,820 © 0 
1,996 o © 
3-944 5 © 
3,420 5 0 
74193 0 © 
3,598 0 0 
3-299 9 © 
1,621 10 0 
1,686 2 © 

41,354 7 


Q 


* 


Sicca Rupees 


19,680 11 19 


Lata * 


( 669 ) 


(Signed) 


A true Copy from the Bengal Account. 


W. TavyLor, Accomptant. 


the Burra Dowry, br Ramm of Amboa. Cr, 
1181. 
Sawun 18. By caſh, as per 8 - 1,66, 400 © © 
Baudun 17. By intereſt on the above | 
Sum at 2 per Cent. from M. D. 
18 Sawun to 17 Baudun 1 © 33725 0 v- 
28, By Do. on Rupees 163,056 
from 18 to 28 Baudun, 0 11 I,I95 11 15 
Aſſin 7. By Do. 1, 60, 417, from 29 1 
8 Baudun to 7 Aſſin, 0 9 962 7 18 
18. By Do. 1 . | | 
V O-11 1,160 4 
23. By Do. 1, 5 5, 401, from 19 
5 F „ 518 0 0 
Cartick 26. By Do. 1, 53, 405, from 24 | 
1 Aſſin to 26 Cartick, 13 3,374 14 10 
Augun 16. By Do. 1, 49, 160 11, from 8 Ec 
bs BY b Cartick to 16 Augun, o 20 1992 12 7 
30. o. 1, 46, 40 6, from 
ff to 30 Augun, © 14 1,363 0 10 
Pooſe 20. By Do. 1,38,847 6, from | „„ } 
1 to 20 Pooſe, - 030 - 3,033 $- 0 
Maug 2. By Do. 1,35,249 6, from - 
5 20 Pooſe to 2 Maug, = O 12 1,082 o © 
16. By Do. 1, 21, 652 14, from 5 
30 16 Maug, . O 14 1,228 12 
30. By Do. 1,28 353 5 rom 
EE. 17 to 30 D. o 14 1,197 15 8 
Faugun 21. By Do. 1,26, ak rod to 
21 N „„ 1,774. 6 2 
Choite 30. By Do. 125,045, from 22 
| Faugun to 30 CRONE, 1 3 <> 
| 24,280 119 
Sicca Rupees 1,90, 680 11 19 


— 


( 670 ) 


| Choite 30. To balance due Coſſaul Sing at the 


end of the year 1181, 5 
On account principal! 4,623 3 © 
On account intereſt - 1,540 10 0 
| —— — — 6,169 


Sicca Rupees 7,546 10 0 


13 


Dr. ; Coſſaul Sing in Account with 
1181. . | 

Aſſin 4. To caſh paid, *" Sn” | = 215 12 
"be 1 DO. „„ 79 © 
19. To Do. — = - 101 8 
A2, - 16 Wo; — 5 ** 72 0 
Cartick 29. To Do. — _ 12 5 5 — 147 4 
Augun 17. To Do. 8 - 3 1 
Pooſe 4. To Do. . — N 259 8 
20. To Do. * — „ NE 129 11 
Maug 3. To Do. 5 Vn 129 12 
18. To Do. . - . - 119 1 
1,370 13 


oloooocooocogco cod 


————ů — 


Burdwan, the 22d September, 1775. 


the Hurra Dowry, or Ranny of Amboa. 


( 671 


Cr. 

1180. 
Faugun 1. By caſh received as per bond, ;- = 6,000 © @ 
Choite 30. By intereſt on the above Sum | 

at 2 per Cent, per Menſem, M. D. . 
from Faugun to Choite, 1 8 240 0 
1181. 
Ain 3. By Do. on Do. from Byſack 
e to Aſſin, — 3 612 Oo 104 
7. By Do. on 5, 784 4, from | 
VP 
18. By Do. 5, 705 4 from 8 to | | 
i 18 Do. O 11 41 14 
A. By Do. 603 12, from * 
„ e 24 Do; --:-: o 6 421 6 
Cartick 28, By Do. 5,531 12, from 25 To 
| Aſſin to 28 Cartick „„ 126 8 
Augun 16. By Do. 5,384 8, from 29, 5 
Cattick to 16 Augun, o 18 64 6 
Pooſe 3. By Do: 5, 261 3, from 17 
g Augun to 3 Pooſe . © 17 59 10 
19. By D.. 5,001 11, from 4 to 
19 Poole, - oO 16 32 6 
Maug 2. By Do. 4,872, from 20 boot | 
to 2 Mlaug, - O 12 39 0 
17. By Do. 4,742 ay 3 to 17 | 
Maug, O 15 47 8 
Choite 30. By Do. 4,623 1 from 18 
Mlaug to the end of Choite 2 13 224 12 0 
— —— 1,546 10 © 
Sicca Rupees 7,540 10 © 
A true Copy from the Bengal Account, 5, = 
(Signed), W. TAYLOR, Accomptant. 


„ . 


Chboite 30. 


1182. 


To balance due Mr. Hunter at the 
end of the year 1181. 
On account principal - = 
On account intereſt - - 


( 62 ) 


21,751 


38,248 13 12 
17,030 © 4 


00000000w009o09o 


Dofor Hunter in Account with Burra 
1181. 8 1 . 
Sawun 9. To Caſh paid - - - 214%, 12 13 
Baudun 18, To Do. - - - 1,607 11 o 
26. To Do. — - - 1,268 8 0 
Aſſin 7. To Do. — - - 1,056- 0 
"8 0 109 — — — 1,356 © 
VV - - - 960 o 
Cartick 28. To Do. — — — 1,820 15 I 
Augun 17, To Do. . - - 1,044 7 
Pooſe 2. To Do. - 5 — 1,729 5 
4 Jo Do: - - „ 1,729 8 
„ I 0:250 - - - 1,729 .12 
Maug 4. To Do. — - - 1,729 8 
24. To Do. - - - 1,586 5 
Faugun 1. To Do. | - 779 15 
26. To Do. - - - 609 4 
2 8 


Sicca Rupees 97,0 30 4 


75,78 13 16 


$3,000 (0 


| Byſaak 1. To balance due Mr, Hunter as ber bond this date 


| Sicca Rupees 83,000 o o 


— 


Burdwan, 22d September 1775. 


5 


A true Copy from the Bengal Account. 


(Signed) WM. TAVTL OR, Accomptant. 


Sicca Rupees 


A true Copy. 


Dowry, or Ranny of Amboa. | Cr. 
1181. M. D. | 
Byſaak 1. By caſh received as per bond » 80,000 

Sawan 8, By intereſt of the above ſum at : 
2 per cent. per menſem, from 
| Byſaak to 8 Sawan = JZ 8 5,226 10 16 
Baudun 17, By Do. on Rupees 77,856 3 5 1 8 | 
from 9 Sawan to 17 Baudun 1 9 2,024 4 I 
25. By Do. on Rupees 56, 248 85 | 
from 18 to 25 Baudun - o 8 406 10 10 
Aſſin 6. By Do. on Rupees 74,980 0 5 
from 26 Baudun to 6 Aſſin o ir 549 13 13 
17. By Do. on Rupees 73,924 5 © | 
tom 7 to 17 Aſſin 0 11 $42 1 151 
24. By Do. on 72, 568 3 0 fegim > 
18 to 24 Do. 0 7 330 14--2F 
Cartick 27. By Do. on 71, 608 5 0 from _ tn 
25 Aſſin to 27 Cartiik = 4 3 1,575 5 19% 
Pooſe 1. By Do. on 68,142 9 12 from — | 
17 Augun to 1 Pooſe - o 15 681 6 14 
3. By Do. 66,413 1 12 from „ | 
1 2 to 3 Pooſe -@ 0 88 8 16 
19. By Do. 64.683 9 12 from ED. 
4 to19 Do. - o 16 689 15 6 
Maug 3. By Do. 62,953 13 12 om: ps = | 
20 Poofe to 3 Maug * 0 14 $87.9. 4 
23. By Do. 61,224 5 12 from 4 
to 23 Maug - 040 $1053 
30. By Do. 3.636 o 12 from 24 Lo, 
e 90 30 - - -- 0.7 27%8- 5.0 
Faugun 25. By Do. 58, 958 1 12 from Ito: : . 
25 Faugun = o 25 980 5 10 
Choite 30, By Do. 58,248 13 12 ho 
26 Faugun to. wy end of the 
year OM „„ 1,359 2 6 
0 — * O 4 
' vicca Rupees 97.030 0 4 
i | 

Byſaak 1. By balance brought forward - - 75,278 0 0 

| (By caſh) received an addit: onal loan of — 4,222.0. 0 


8 — — 


83,0c0 0 © 


(Signed) D. H. M*Dow ALL, Secretary. 


( 64 ) 


1 RNXXRam Tunnoo Baboo in Account with 
1181. Le Ns | Ru 
- Faugun 1, To caſh paid - - = 3264 0.0 


Choite 30. To 4880 due Ram Tunnoo Baboo 
at the end of the year 1181 
On account principal - - 5,626 © © 
To Do. on account intereſt = 1,593 6 o 
— — 7229 6 oO 


— 2 2 


Sicca Rupees 7, 593 6 0 


— 


Burd wan, 22d September, 177 5. 


Dr. . | The Bank of Rajah Dal Cbund at Amboa, 
1181. . 

Aſſin 39. To cafh paid — 8 1,186 o & 
Cartick 30. To Do, = 5 — = „ 15380 3 7 
: 353 2,536 5 7 
Choite 30. To balance due Rajah Dal Chund 5 

On account principal — 17,464 o © 
On account intereſt - "e037 10 82 


— 19,781 10 13. 


— 


Sicca Rupees 22,318 oO © 


22 


Burdwan, 22d September, 1775. 


( OF ) 


the Burra Dowry, or Ranny of Amboa. 8 Cr. 
12 5 th 2 M. D. 
augun 19. By caſh received yo | Re, 6 
Choite 30. By intereſt at 2 per cent. per men- rn og 
| ſem on the above ſum, from 
. 19 Fagun to the 30 Choite 1 12 168 0 0 
1181. | . 
Maug 30. By Do. on Do. from Byſaal to 
3 "7 WE. «S705: 20-0 1,200 0-08 
Choite 30. By Do. on Rupees 5,636 from | | 
f PFoaugun to Choite J) NS 4 8 
Sicca Rupees 7,593 6 O 


A true Copy from the Bengal Aceount. 
(Signed) W. TAYLOR, £ 

1 155 A true Copy. 
(Signed) D. H. M*DowaLt, Secretary. 


in Account with Burra Dowry, or Ranny of Amboa. 2 
1181. . M. D. 3 5 | 
Aſſin 15. By caſh received - LY, 20,000 © o 


29. By intereſt on the above ſum, 
at 2 per cent, per men/em, from 
15 to 29 Aſſin „ 0 19 $9 9 S 
Cartick 29, By Do. on Rupees 18,814 from 
8 30 Aſſin to 29 Cartiecxk 10 373 08 
Choite 30. By Do. on Rupees 17, 464 from 
Augun to Choite 0 5 1,745 © 0 
| — — 2,318 0 0 


. 
—— 


1 


Sicca Rupees 22, 318 0 0 


„ 


— * 
—_— 


A true Copy from the Bengal Account, 
(Signed) W. TarLos, Accomptant, 3 FOR 
(Signed) D. H. M Dow, Secretary, 


4 R 2 


6676) 


Dr. Mr. M*Dowall in Account with 
1181, | | 

Cartick 28. To cafh paid - 3 — 8 368 3 0 

Augun 17. To Do. - „„ — - _ 2308 8 0 

Pooſe 2, To Do. - — - — — 324 0 

Wo To Do. - — _ 3 — — 324 1 OH 

18. Fo Do. - „„ 324 8 o 

Maug 3.. To Do. - = _ - — — 3 8 

, — — — - - | 2997 2-0 

29, To Do, = — — - 2 „ 146 4 0 

Choite 30. To balance due to Mr. M Dowall, 2,418 4 0 
MT On account principal = 12,581 12: © | 

On account intereſt. "+00: | 


- 13,452 120 


—— C4 


Sicca Rupees 15,871 0 0 


—_— 


— 


Burdwan, 22d September, 1775. 


1181. 
Aſſin 19. 
Cartick 27. 


Augun 16. 


Pooſe 1. 


4+ 


Choite 30. 


A true Copy: 
(Signed) D. H. M Dow, Secretary: 


6677) 
the Burra Dowry, or Ramm 7 Amboa. 


By caſh as per bond = 

By intereſt on the above ſum, 
from 19 Aſſin to 27 Car- 
tick, at 1 per cent. per men- 
ſem, for - - 

By Do. on Rs. 14,631 130 0 


Ro 28 Cartick to 15 — | 


gun 
By Do. on Rs. 14,223 17 © 
dom 17 Augun to 1 Pooſe 


By Do. on Rs. 13,998 we 0 


from 2 to 4 Pooſe = 


By Do. on Rs. 13,674. 7 © 


from 5 to 17 Do. - 


By Do. on Rs. 13,349 15 © 


from 15; Pooſe to 2 Maug 
By Do. on Rs. 13,025 7 © 
from 3 to 16 Maug - 
0 


. By Do. on Rs 12,728 0 


from 17 to 28 Do. 
By Do. on Rs. 12,581 12 © 


from 29 Maug to the end 
of the year TL 


* 


+ 


66 12 


60 12 


30 15 


260 0 o 


Sicca Rupees 


Cr. 


15,000 0 @ 


871 0 © 


185871 0 0 


— — — 


Statement 


6678) 


Sſatement of Pergunnah Sainpeharry, Sc. (Burra Dowry) | 


Farm of the Ranny of Amboa, particulariſing the De- 


mand, Receipts, Deduflims, Remiſſion, and Balance for 
the Bengal Year 1179, 355 aud 81. 


Jumma eſtablifned for 1179 Ls als 0 13 
Collected - - - 3,544304 9 15 
5 8 — — 238, og 6 18 
Deductions allowed this year, vx. | 
On account Nuddee Shecuſt, &c. 
as uſual = - - 6,708 6 10 
On account the prohibition of | 
haut Chokies and Faundies+ 


which were reſtricted till the 2 
month of December, and then 
again reſumed _ = 20,685 1 
_ —— — 27.393 FF 18 
. 1 661 7 0 
Remitted from the demand of 1179 | 
to be paid up with the rents of 
1130, in conſideration of loſſes 
from the ſeverity of the ſealon «+ 3 449 9 10 
Balance - - — - om 9 211 13 10 


Jumma of 1 1179 as s above - 3,82, 360 0 13 
Increaſe of 1180, 


= On account Chakeran lands re- 
ſumed - - - 630 8 o 


Total Jumma, or demand eſta- : 
bliſhed for 1180 — - 3,383,010 8 13 
Collected 55 - 3,57,301 12 0 


—— — 23,708 12 13 
Carried over 245,708 12 13 
Rent. + The ſuſpenſion of cellecting duties on goods landed. 


t Lands lying about the houſes of perſons of nn aſſigned to them rent- free, 
for the maintenance of their families. | 


E 


Deductions admitted this year, 

Articles to be ſtruck off the rent- 
roll, viz. 

Chakeran Lands. 

'The amount annually abated to 

Sainpeharry, &e, On this. ac- 

count at the cloſe of the ſeaſon, 


as per account particulars tranſ- 


mitted the Honourable Council 

of Revenue, under the date 2oth 

 Choite, 1180 = — - 
Talookat Nuzzarannah. 

An allowance annually granted te 


Sainpeharry, &c. being the 


amount of an increaſe on the 
Jummaunder, this head in 1169, 
which has ſince been. conſtantly 
"remitted at the cloſe of the year 
Fumma Bundee Error. 


A deduction which annually takes 


place, ariſing from an error of 
long ſtanding in caſting up the 
particulars of the Jumma Bun- 
dee account — . 

Deductions. | 
Amount articles to be ſtruck off 

the rent-roll : 
Articles whereon deductions al- 


lowed this year, but which are 


ſtill to remain in the Jumma, 
Di. 
Muddee Shecuſt and Ballo Purrab. 
An annual abatement allowed to 
Sainpcharry, under the head an 
Adjuſtment of Accounts ſince 
the year 1175, on account loſles- 


ariſing from the encroachment: 


of rivers, and lands rendered 
barren by ſand - 38 8 © 
Sereryamme Expences. 
The amount annually 
allowed the Burra 


Carried over 38 8 © 


679 ) 


Brought over 25,708 121 3 


4, 000 2. 18 


15, 8 0. 


—— — —— —— — — 


5,031 8 15 25,700. 12 13 


(680) 


Brought over 38 8 0—5,031 8 15=253508 12 13 


Dowry on this ac- | 
count 2 141,638 5 15 


FP 


1,676 13 15 

Total amount deductions admitted 2 

for the year 1180 - „ a" H,708 :6 10 
19,000 6 -3 
Remitted in conſideration of loſſes 

from the ſeverity of ſeaſon. | 
The amount ſuſpended from de- 

mand in 1180, to be paid up | 

with the rents of 1187 -<- = - 19,000 o o 


N. B. One. half of the above re- 
miſſion was collected with the 
rents of 1181 — % 9,500 

One: fourth was entirely remitted i | 
by order of the Hon. the Gover- 
nor-general and Council, in their 
letter of 25th January, 1775 = - =» 4,750 

And the remaining fourth is to be 3 

collected with the rents of the 


% q́d OT LO YC 9 


Sicca Rupees 19,000 © o 


Jumma eſtabliſhed for 1180 | 3,83,010 8 13 
DecREASE. Do 
On account part of the e 
admitted laſt year, which were 
ordered to be ſtruck off the rent- 
roll; particulars as follows, 
„ 

On account Chake 
ram Lands 
Talookat Auzarannah i, 013 13 17 
Jumma Bundce Error 8 TIT 

— _ $4031 8 13 


5 14,000 2 18 


Carried over 377,978 15 18 
4 


( 681 ) 
Brought over 3,7, 978 15 18 


IncrREASE. | : 
On account Chakeram Lands re- 
ſumed <- = - „% 
Net Jumma demand eſtabliſned 
for 1181 5 UM; %¹411ji 
Collected e | 


> "++ "RI. EV 


Balance outſtanding to complete 
JJ. 8 45499 0 18 
N. B. On account the year 11817. 
The Ranny's Agents claim the 
following deductions, viz. 
On account Huddee Shecuſt, as 
"  -  » - - 38 8 © 
Do. Serrinjammay Expences Do. 1,638 5 13 


— — 1,676 13 13 
Do. lands granted for Tanks „ 


Rupees | 1,686 13 13 


—— ETI_Y 


Burdwan, 


2d Avguſt, 1775. (Signed) | W. Taylor, Accomptant, 


| Read again the petition of Huzzoory Mull, and Roy Dal Chund, dcliver- Huzzcory Mult 


. ed in the 2 5th of July. : 1 
Huzzoory Mull attending agreeable to the orders of laſt Council day grin, 
is called in, and queſtioned as follows: _ Examination of 


| } | : Huzzoory Mull, 
Governor general. Dueſtion, What is the amount of the bond granted Governor: gene- 


to you and Rajah Dal Chund, by the Ranny of Amboa? © ores od 
 * Anſwer. Produces a bond, and ſays it is the firſt, dated 18th Sawan, 

or 3ift July, for 1,66,400 Rupees, at 2 per cent, per month intereſt, 

| Fuſt Tranſlation, . 


SHam RAM SuHAIE.“ 


„ We Kiſhen Ram Surma, and Ramhurry Naig, having borrowed 
the ſum of one lack and ſixty-ſix thouſand and four hundred Sicca Rupees 
(1,66, 400) from the houſe of Rajah Huzzoory Mull, and Rajah Dal 
Chund, for the purpoſe of diſcharging the debts of Turreff, Munteſure, &c. 
have mortgaged to them the Pergunnah of Sailparee, &c. We are to 
pay an intereſt of 2 per cent. upon the ſaid ſum, and will diſcharge it agree- 
ably to the conditions of the ded of mortgage, from the collections of the 


48 Revenue 


Mr. Francis's 


(3909: 


Revenue of the ſaid Pergunnah. On theſe terms we having received the 
money, give this writing, dated the 18th Sawan, in the Bengal year 1181. 


Witnels Mudden Chund Doſs, (Signed) KIsREN RAM SURMA, 
_ Hive Harayne Boſs, : (., 66, 400) 
Aminda Chund Sing. RAMHURRY Nai,” 


Mr. Francis. © Queſtion. You are deſired to ſhew the liſt of the cre- 
ditors who were paid off with the ſum of 1,66,400 Rupees that you lent 
to the Ranny ? 

« Anfewer. It was with his Gomaſtah, who is at Houghly. 
Queſtion. You are deſired to produce the liſt of the other creditors, 


to whom you ſay the ſum of 1,67,000 Rupees is ſtill due from the Ranny? 


© Anſwer, Jam not certain if the Gomaſtah has it, or not; if he has 
not, the Ranny's Vakeel muſt have it. 
« Queſtion. You are deſired to ſend in the above-mentioned liſts, with 
the-ſpecific ſums due to each creditor oppoſite to his name? 
« Anſwer. I will. 
« Oveſtion. You fay the Ranny was pleaſed with this cranſaQtion ; what 
reaſon have you to think that ſhe was acquainted with it? 
* Anſwer. I have got a renewed bond from her in my poſſeſſion, 
dated iſt handen, 1182, or 14th e 1775, which he delivers in. 
SAN Rau SUHAIE,” 


„ , who am the mother of Maha Rajah Taileuck Chund, Bahauder, 
having borrowed the ſum of one lack forty-two thouſand one hundred and 
eighty-ſix Rupees, ſeven Annas (1, 42, 186), from the houſe of Rajah 

Huzzoory Mull and Rajah Dal Chund, have diſcharged thoſe with the ba- 
' lance of the loan of one lack ſixty- ſix thouſand four hundred Rupees 
took up from the ſaid Houſe, on the 18th day of Sawan, 1181, Ben- 
gal ſtile, to pay off ſome debts; and for the payment of this ſum, I have 
mortgaged the Pergunnahs of Sait Parris, &c. I ſhall pay an intereſt of 
one per cent. upon it, and diſcharge it in the manner ſpecified by the deed 
of mortgage, from the collections of the ſaid Pergunnah. If I allege any 
excuſes for the payment thereof, or fall to diſcharge it within the time 
limited, the ſaid Rajahs are to complain againſt me to the Supreme Court, 
and I muſt pav the expences of Court, and Attornies, as well as diſcharge 
the loan in full. 

« Upon this condition having received the maney, 1 I give this writing 
dated the iſt day of Bhaudun, in the Bengal year 1182. | 

Witneſs Nunderam Surma, 
Seer Buſack Tarwarrie, 


Sook Daib Doſs.” 


* Queſtion. At what rate of intereſt is this bond ? 
% Anfwer. One per cent. per month. 


„ Queſtion. 
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% Queſtion, Why did you reduce the rate of intereſt from two per cent. 
to one? 


* Anſwer, The Ranny repreſented that ſhe could not pay two per cent. 
it was therefore leſſened, 


Queſtion. Was it out of e to the Ranny, that you conſented 
to leſſen the intereſt? 


& Anſwer. A PE on my part, and another on hers, ſettled it in 
this manner, 


% Queſtion. Did you receive this ſecond bond ſince you delivered in 
the petition to the Governor ? 

* Anſwer, I delivered the petition firſt, and received the bond after- 
wards. 

AQueſtion. Have you any letter from the Ranny of Amboa deſiring 
this reduction of intereſt? _ 

* Anſwer. No: my Gomaſtah ſettled the matter with hers ; he will 
ſay if there is any letter from the Ranny in his poſſeſſion.” 

Kullyanmull being called in and queſtioned, the preceding queſtion eg 
to Huzzoory Mull is put to Kullyanmull. f 
He anſwers, No; a Vakeel came on her part and repreſented, that 
the Ranny could not pay an intereſt of 2 per cent. and accordingly the ac- 
counts were made out at per cent.“ 


The Honourable Mr. Monſon. * Qusſtion. What is that Vakeel's name ? Mr. Monſon's 


& Anſwer, Nundemullick. STS. mm 

To Huzzoory Mull. Queſtion. You ſay that one of the Ranny's cre- 
ditors having preferred a complaint to the Dewannee Adawler*, had actual! 
obtained a decree againſt her; What is his name, and for what ſum ? 

« Anſwer, I do not remember this circumſtance; I wiſh to ſee my pe- 
tition ; when J have ſeen it, I will give an anſwer, 

cc Queſhion. Did you ever know his name? 

&« Anſwer, I knew what I wrote in my Arzee7; if] ſee that, I can tell 


Ou. 


General Clavering. « Who was the Bank Agent at Burdwan who tranf- General's gueſ. 


acted the original loan? tion, 


* Anſwer. Bucktmull. 

To Kullyanmull. Queſtion. Why does not Bucktmull attend? 

« Anſwer, He has been removed a long time, and 1s now ſick at 
Houghly. 

« 9ucſtion, How long has he been removed? D 

« Anſwer. Ever ſince the Company have diſſolved the Bank, he has 


been removed. 
Mr. Francis to Huzzoory Mull, © Queſtion, Did Bucktmull negociate Mr. Francir's 


queſtion conti- 


the tranſaction of the ſecond bond ? | = 
« Anſwer, No. x | 
* Court of Jullice, I Petition or Memorial. 


4 0-2: 6 Queſtion. 


Mr. Monſon's 
queſtions conti- 
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Queſtion. Who did? 

e Anſewer. Kullyanmull did, and informed me of it. 

„ Oveſtion, Kullyanmull ſays Bucktmull has been diſmiſſed your fer- 
vice from the time of the diſſolution of the Bank. Have you left any of 
the papers relative to this buſineſs in Bucktmull's hands? — 

* Anſwer. The papers are in the Mohrir's * hands who tranſacted the 
buſineſs of Burdwan. He is ſick at Houghly. 

« ©yeſtion. How could Kullyanmull tranſact the buſineſs of the ſecond 
bond with the Ranny, if all the papers relative to this buſineſs were in 
Bucktmull's hands who was not preſent with him ? 

KAnſtcoer. The papers are here; Bucktmull is ſick there; Bucktmull 
negotiated the firſt loan; Kullyanmull ſettled this bond from the ac- 
| counts. It is not that the accounts are known only to Bucktmull, but are in 
the accounts of our houſe? 
% ®2ueſtion, When Kullyanmull ſettled this bond, had he a liſt of the 
Ranny's creditors whom you had undertaken to pay: > 
Anſter. What occaſion was there for a liſt of the creditors names ? 

All he had to do was to renew the bond, and change the intereſt from two 
per cent. to one. 

« eſtion. By whom was the ſum 40, 666, 9, mentioned in 8 peti - 
tion, paid to the other merchants in part of their loan? 
% Anſwer. The Gomaſtahs there can tell; I do not know. 


* Queſtion, Have they not ſent you up a diſtribution of this money: 2 


« Anſwer. It will not appear in the Burdwan accounts. Lou may 
have my accounts to inſpect if you pleaſe? . 


« Oveſtion. Have you your accounts here? 
% Anſwer. I have only got the two bonds here. 


The Honourable Mr. Monſon to ann Mull. 9 Do you: FOR 
Mootochund ? 


% Anſwer. What. Mootachund ? 
« Ouefiion, Do you know any body of that name? 
% Anſwer, There are many Mootechunds; I have a-ſon named Moote- 
chund; and there are ſeveral Mootechunds. Which do you mean ? 
Queſtion. You ſay in the petition, that the merchants were to receive 
a lack of rupees annually, to which ſettlement they and you agreed; Have 
you that agreement? 
« Anſwer, The Burdwan Gomaſtah, Bucktmull, bas the papers. 
& Queſtion. Is Bucktmull till in your ſervice?. 
Ee HAnſwer. He has been diſmiſſed our ſervice, but Kullyanmull muſt 
be conſidered our ſervant till he has delivered up the papers. 


 * Queſtion, Do you know the merchants, or any of them, who con- 
ſented to this agreement ? 


« Anſwer. I do not know. 


Writer or Clerk. 


3985 Queſtion. 
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« Queſtion. Are any of the merchants large creditors, or are there any 
ſmall ſums ? 1 
* Anſwer. Bucktmull can anſwer to every thing; he had the whole 
management.” | 5 
The Honorable Mr. Monſon. © I think it unneceſſary to aſk him any further Mr. Monſan's 
queſtions; as from the anſwers to thoſe which have been put to him, he erke. 
ſeems to have delivered in to the Board a petition, the contents of which | 
he is unacquainted with. Pere 
General Clavering. © Queſtion. Was the loan of 1,66,400 rupees en- General's gveſ- 
tirely on your own acconnt or that of others ? 1 
Anſcwer. I gave the money, and took the bond.” 
Governor general. Queſtion. Had any other perſon a ſhare in the loan? Sorvernor: gene- 
Has any other perſon a claim in that bond? 7 b wb 1:2 woes 
HAnſwer. | took the money from others, and gave it.” He deſires. to 
add, © | am to receive two per cent from the Ranny, and pay one per cent. 
Queſtion. You ſay. you are to receive an intereſt of two per cent. from 
the Ranny, and pay one per cent. Are you now intitled to two per cent. 
intereſt per month from the Kanny ? „ „ 
LAnſwer. No. She repreſented ſhe could not pay me ſuch an intereſt : 
it now runs at one.” PE . 1 | 
Governor general, “ underſtood the additional reply of Raja Huzzoory His remark. 
Mull co the queſtions preceding the laſt to be, I was to receive; not, © I 
am to receive;* meaning that he borrowed at one per cent. and lent at two 
per cent. | make this remark, but it obviates an apparent contradiction in. 
his examination.” ETD 
The queſtion to Mr. Bathoe, marked A, is read over, and put to Huz- 
zoory Mull; and he is aſked if this is a true ſtatement ? | 
& Anſwer, The bond for the ſum 1,06, 400, which is in the name of 
our houſe, no body elſe has any ſhare in it; 41,600 rupees of the amount 
of it was furniſhed from our houſe, and the reſt, being one lack and 24,800 
rupees, by the Gentlemen, at the rate of one per cent. which they will be- 
repaid according as [ receive it; they furniſhed it in this proportion: 
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Mr. Vanſittart, in Caſh, - - - 66,714. 7 
Mr. Bathoe, ditto, x - - 8,347 14 
Ditto, by a Dowry Bond. - — 36,052 1 
Mr. Fleetwood, ditto, ditto, = - 44.085 10 


1,24, 800 o 


Mr. Vanſittart afterwards ſaid, that a part of the loan had been furniſned 
by Mr. Higginſon and Mr. Lewis, and the Gentlemen then ſettled the pro- 
portion among themſelves in this manner: | 


Mr.. 


Progre ſive ac- 


count of the loan 


delivered in. 


Mr. Vanſittart, — - - 6,977 12 

Mr. Bathoe, - - — bt 5 , 
Mr. Higginſon, - - - 23.111 1 9 
Mr. Lewis, - = - - 18,483 14 3 
Mr, Fleetwood, - — - 18,488 14 3 


Huzzoory Mull is deſired to withdraw. 


Governor general. I lay before the Board the following progreſſive ac- 
count of the loan, delivered to me by Mr. Bathoe, which J defire may be 


recorded. 


Statement of Debts due from the Amboa Ranny to ſundry Perſons at 
the Beginning of the Year 1160, and of the Fund raiſed for the 
Diſcharge thereof, with our Account of the T1 ranſaction thereon, ta 
the 17th Shawun, 1181, 


Sums due on Bond to the underementioned Perſons *. 


Mr. Fleetwood, - . 8 - 53,288 
Colonel Spell e - 33,000 
Captain Shewan, = os, 3 11,800 
Lieutenant Blacker, = - „ 1 
Doctor Hunter, — - - - 62, 000 


— N „* 


Sicca Rupees 1, 70, oo 


— EE EI IEY 


Beſides this amount, the Ranny was conſiderably indebted to ſundry na- 
tive merchants, Bankers, Sc. viz. | 

To Mootichund, the amount of a decree paſſed in 1178, - 15,000 

The houſe of Dal Chund at Amboa, ga which her re- 
venue payments were mae - - - 35,000 

Nob Kiſhen, - 13,000 

To Ramtonoo Dutt, Babee Jee, Gobind Tewary, Bultoo 
Tewary, Goſaul Chund, Sc. Se. 

The exact amount to each not known. 


Sums advanced on a Bond Loan by the under-mentioned Perſons; on which, in 
Security for Payment, an Aſſignment on certain of the Dowry Lands was 
granted, amounting to $0,000 Rupees, for the diſcharge of the Joint Loan 
in three Years. 


Mr. Bathoe, - - — RD - _ 30,090 
Mr. Fleetwood, =_ - — — 2 5,000 
Mr. M*Dowall, - — - — 20,000 


Carried over 7 5,000 
* Suppoſed to be a transfer of a Debt, originally due to Mr. W. Marriott, whom Mr. 


Vanſittart ſucceeded. 


Dr. 


Brought over 745,000 
Dr. Hunter, 0 5 : 3 75⁵ 


* 


Ditto, as per contra, a transfer, = - - 62,000 


— 


For the above ſums, bonds were granted under the Ranny's ſeal 
to each perſon, for his proportion, bearing date the iſt Aflin, 
1180, with intereſt at two per cent. per menſem, = — 1,0, ooo 


7— — 


2 


In the courſe of the year 1180, Mr. B. advanced 13, ooo for the diſcharge 
of the bond to Nob Kiſhen; Mr. Hunter advanced alſo 12,000, and Mr. 
Fleetwood 5,000, for the payment of ſome other of their debts; and there 
was alſo remitted, to aſſiſt their Government payment, nearly the ſum of 
13,000 rupees from the ſtipulated 80,009; ſo that on the adjuſtment of ac- 


eounts on the cloſe of the year 1180, with the afore-mentioned perſons, the 


Dowry ſtood debtor to them thus : 


To principal amount loans, 0 8 1,70,000 
Balance due on adjuſting intereſt account for the year, = 19,453 
es B „ 2958 
Deduct received in part at ſundry periods, — „5 DIT0 
Balance due on zoth Choyte, cloſe of 1180, — - 1,244,703: 
Add additional loans in the courſe of the year 1180. . 
Mr. Bathoe, in Pooſe, . 3 — 13,000 
Mr. Fleetwood, ditto, - — - ' 5,000 
Doctor Hunter, ditto, . . j 1242000 
30, 00 
Intereſt thereon to the 30th Choyte, 1180, — 1,428 
CG 31,428- 
. | 15532131 
Deduct received in part the zoth Choyte, — — - 131 
Total amount due on the zoth Choyte, or cloſe of the year 
1180, to Meſſrs. B. V. M Dowall and Hunter, - 153,000 


For which amount the Ranny granted new bonds, bearing date the 1ſt By- 


ſaack, or commencement of the year 118 1, confirming and receiving alſo. 
a ſecurity of the aſſignment of 80, ooo rupees to the under · mentioned in the 


* 


following ſums: 
A Mr 


A Mr. Bathoe. „5 


B Mr. M Dowall, b 2 : 15,800 

C Mr. Fleetwood, 5 * 3 
Doctor Hunter, - . 5 80 880 
ee 


When the Agents of the Kay,” in the month of Shawan, 1 181, entered 
into engagements with the Bank, they directed them to pay off, from the 


afore- mentioned accounts, the fams marked A, B, C, D. 


Which were in principal amount, rd SR Ra; 
Whereon was due account intereſt about 8 N 4, O00 
To Mooty Chund was alfo paid account his decree - - I 5,000 
To Nob Kiſhen (account a new contracted loan) about — 12,000 


And to ſundry other native merchants, as directed by the Ranny's Agents, 
the reſidue of the ſum of 1, 66, 400; for which amount a bond was granted 
to the Bankers, bearing date 17th Sawan, 1181. 

Theſe clear and indiſputable juſt payments, from the Bank to ſundry 


among the Amboa Ranny's legal creditors, inconteſtibly prove the juſtice 


VBovernor- gene- 
ral's motion. 


Mr. Vanſittart 
wrote to. 
Opinions on the 
oppoſi tion of the 
Burdwan Ccun- 
cil. 

General's mo- 
tion on the ſub- 


ject. 


of the debt from her to the Houſe of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; and 


conſequently make evident the falſity of an aſſertion from ſome evil - diſpoſed 


perſons, that the bond granted to them by the Ranny was illicitly obtained, 
under plea of a debt which was ideal, and had no juſt foundation. 

Governor- general. I move that Mr. Vanſittart be called upon to in- 
form the Board of all the circumſtances of this tranſaction which paſſed 
within his knowledge, and to ſend to the Board a full, particular, and pro- 
greſſive account of the ſeveral loans and transfers ſpecifying the perſons 
names which were brought into the adjuſtment formed under his direction, 
wich the accumulation of intereſt on each, if he is in poſſeſſion of materials 
to enable him to do it. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Mr. Vanſittart accordingly. 

The opinions of the Board are taken upon the propoſition of the Council 
of Burdwan, tor the future management of the Dowry lands. | | 

General Clavering. © I recommend that the Council of Burdwan do appoint 
a truſty Dewan to take charge of the ſuperintendence and management of 
all the Dowry lands, aorecably to the recommendation of Mr. Stephenſon 


and Mr. Higginſon.“ 


Mr. Francis's 


opinion. 


Mr. Ba-well's 
opinion. 


Mr. Francis. © I agree.” 
Mr. Barwell, * 1 conceive the General's motion to extend far beyond the 


point reccommended to the Board by the Council of Burdwan; and that it 


* Peſides the above ſum of 80,000 rupees in the joint loan, Mr. Hunter hail a ſeparate bond 
for D 33,c00, for ſums which he had lent the Ranny apart from this joint engagement. 

+ T his ſum ſuppoſed to be an error in tranſcribing, the amount of the four ſums men- 
tioned being 106,000 rupees. 


: 0 | goes 
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goes to the ejection of the Ranny from the management of her eſtates, and 
the rendering her a mere penſioner of Government. To this motion 1 ob- 
jeQ, unleſs all the Dowry lands of Burdwan be put upon the fame footing, 
and no diſtinction made between the young Ranny, the mother of the Ka- 
Jah, who has been a very buſy agent in the Burdwan ſcenes, that appear 
upon our records, and the Amboa Ranny who has declined, either from a 
diſtaſte to engaging in ſcenes of contention and complaint, or from having 
no cauſes given her to complain, in troubling this Government. This is the 
ground of my objection to any diſtinction being made between the two 
Rannies. I am of opinion, that the Amboa Ranny, circumſtanced as ſhe 
is, being deprived of her lands, will convey to the minds of the natives ra- 
ther an idea that her conduct cannot plead the ſame merits to the favour of 
the Board as the Rajah's mother; and not that any other cauſe has influ- 
enced the reſolution which ſhall deprive her of the Dowry lands. Having 
made my objections. to the GeneraPs motion, I will now ſpeak to the point 
recommended by the Council of Burdwan, in the ſenſe in which I under- 
ſtand it: the words of their recommendation are, That a truſt-worthy per- 
ſon be entertained on the part of Government, to ſuperintend in the ma- 
nagement of the farm, who may prevent the lands being, as is at preſent 
the caſe, underlet ; that the full amount of the rents may be brought to the 
Ranny's credit, by which Governmeat may receive its dues, and a depoſit 
be lodged for her maintenance; and the gradual diſcharge of her juſt debts 
be effected, as ſoon as they may be aſcertained with any degree of pre- 
ciſion.— This, I conceive, is not propoſed to extend to the diſmiſſion of the 
Revenue Officers employed by the Ranny, or to deprive her of the manage- 
ment of her eſtates, but rather an officer to be nominated with the charge, 
ſimilar to a truſtee, to receive the rents of the eſtate, and to ſee it applied 
in ſuch manner as the Government may direct. To this propoſition J have 
not the leaſt objection; I think the meaſure a very ſalutary one, and ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure the creditors in the receipt of their juſt dues; without ſome 
ſuch check, I am ſenſible that the Ranny's income will be ſwallowed up in 
the expences of her houſehold, It is the cuſtom of people in her ſituation 
to ſpend to the utmolt farthing of what may be their income,” 3 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon. 1 agree to the motion.” " opinloa, 
General Clavering. My reaſon for agreeing to the propoſal made to us General's opi- 
by the Council of Burdwan, repreſented by Mr. Stephenſon and Mr. Hig- e. 
oinſon, is, That it appears that the Dowry lands are much more valuable 
than the ſums at which they have been rated topay to Government. It ſeems 
that this ſettlement has been purpoſely ſo contrived, to furniſh an opportu- 
nity to make the embezzlements which appear in the Burdwan accounts, I 
am told it has not been unuſual to confine the Vakeel of the Ranny till he 
was compelled to ſubmit to make donations in her name; and when he 
had not money to pay thele IO were borrowed of a third perſon 
| | 4 at 


- 
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at two or three per cent. per menſem : Hence ariſes the accumulated debt of 
2,33,000 and odd rupees. The Ranny, who, as I underſtand, is exceed- 
ingly old, and incapable of taking any concern herſelf in her affairs, de- 
clares in he interrogatories which the underwent, that ſhe did not know that 
any money had been borrowed from Huzzoory Mull on her account. In 
ſhort, that ſhe was totally unacquainted with the whole tranſaction of the 
loan, which was divided among the Gentlemen of the Council of Burdwan. 
It is for this reaſon, that I think it neceſſary to take the management of her 
lands from her, and to commit them to the charge of the Council at Burd- 
wan. What Mr. Barwell alludes to in the difference made between the two 
Rannies I do not underſtand. The entire Zemindary of the Rajah is let io 
farmers, and an allowance out of the produce of the Rents is made to the 
Rajah of 2,46,600 rupees, out of which I ſuppoſe ſhe has ſome: allowance 
made to her, but what it 1s I have never heard,” ä 
Governor io. Governor general. I underſtand the reſolution of the Council of Burd- 
| peral'Sopinions an to be no more than that a perſon be appointed on their part to ſu- 
perintend the collections of the Dowry lands of the Ranny of Amboa, to 
pay the dues of Government from the collections, and retain the reſt, a de- 
poſit to be applied to the Ranny's maintenance, and the gradual diſcharge. 
of her debts. This would leave the preſent officers and farmers of thoſe 
lands in the management of them; and the ſuperintendent would be the 
check upon the Ranny's Agent, or Mutſeddies, who have been ſuſpected 
of embezzlement, or diſſipating the money ariſing from the collections. 
No charge appears againſt the farmers or officers now in actual poſſeſſion. 
There is, therefore, no reaſon to require or juſtify their removal; on the 
contrary, by leaving them in poſſeſſion, the amount of the collections may 
at any time be eaſily aſcertained; and they will be checks on the ſuperin- 
tendent, as he will be a check upon them; but if thoſe are to be removed 
at her option, and their places filled up with her creatures and dependants, 
the defign of the Board in this arrangement is liable to be fruſtrated; as it 
will be equally in his power to embezzle the rents, as it is now in the power 
of the immediate Agents of the Ranny. I therefore object to the General's 
queſtion, in the ſenſe in which it has been explained. I ſhall not enter at. 
this time into an examination of the opinion which the General has deli- 
vered on the ſubje& of the debt contracted by the old Ranny ; he has pre- 
judged the ſubject, upon which many materials are yet wanting, to enable 
this Board to decide upon it. When we are furniſhed with theſe materials, 
I will then conſider the whole ſubje&, and offer my opinion at large » 8 
it, for the information of my ſuperiors.” 
Reſolutions, nd Reęſolved, that the General's motion be agreed to, and that the following 


0%. letter be accordingly written to the council of Burdwan : 
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To Mr. Edward Stephenſon, Chief, Se. Provincial Council of Revenue at 
Burdwan, 
bv Gentlemen, 

« We have received your letter of the 26th ultimo, and approve 4 your 
appointing a truſty perſon to the immediate charge of the ſuperintendence 
and management of the Dowry lands of the Ranny of Amboa. 

We are, &c.“ 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; ge nn Se. Council of 
Revenue, Fort William. 


55 kindes Sir, and Gentlemen, 

ce In conſequence of your letter of the 27th ultimo, we hav taken into 
conſideration the appointment of a proper perſon to the charge of the lands 
of the Ranny of Amboa; but as a difference of opinion has ariſen with re- 
gard to the inveſtiture, we beg leave to refer to you, Extract of our proceed- 
ings on the ſubject; on which we requeſt to be favoured with your ſenti- 
ments as early as poſſible ; hoping, that the ſingularity of the cafe will plead 
our excuſe for this additional trouble. 

« We are purſuing meaſures for obtaining the accounts of the Amboa 
lands, which we ſhall endeavour to digeſt as ſpeedily as poſſible, to obtain 


the purpoſe required, 
We are, &c. 


(Signed) E. STzxpHeNsON. 
| ALEX. HicGiNSOVN. 
Burdwan, . Witt. Pye. 
6th November, 1775. | Joux RosEwELL. 


Marr. Dawson.” 


— 


JE 


Extra# of Proceeding of the Provincial Council of Rive at Burdwan, 34 inc oſure. 
November, 177 Ge 


Received the following letter from the Honourable Goyernor-general, 
&c. Council of Revenue, 


7 o Mr. Edward Stephenſon, Chief Sc. Provincial council of Revenue at 
Burdwan. 


O 


« Gentlemen, | 
« We have received your letters of the 26:h ultimo, and approve of your 
= i 8. appointing 


(692) 


appointing a truſty perſon to the immediate charge of the ſuperintendence 
and management of the Dowry lands of the Ranny of Amboa. 


We are, &c. | 
(Signed) Warren HASTINGS. 
| 1 | J. CLAVERINS. 
Fort n. ? Gro. Monson. 


* R. BAR WELL. 


P. Francis,” 


Mr. Dawſon s Minute, 
-.6. As it appears from the many prevarications the Ranny has been guilty 
of, in her anſwers to the queſtions put to her by Mr. Duncanſon, as well 
as the whole tenor of her conduct, that ſhe is totally ignorant of the ſtate 
of her affairs; ſo ſuperannuated as not to be able to conduct them; and as 
the Honourable Governor-general, &c. Council of Revenue, have ordered 
that a perſon be appointed to the ſuperintendance of her farm, Mr. Dawſon 
thinks, that the properelt perſon for this purpoſe is the Rajah, her natural 
heir; but as he is a minor, and Lallah Coſſaul Chund and Roopnarrain 
Chowdry are appointed his guardians by government, he propoſes that the 
ſuperintendence of the Amboa lands be given to them, upon condition they 
engage in the name of the Rajah to pay the revenue due to government, 
and ſuch an allowance to the Ranny for her ſupport as may be deemed by 
the Board adequate to her ſtation in life, and to appropriate whatever ſum 
may remain afterwards to the liquidating of her juſt debts. Mr. Dawſon 
further obſerves, that this mode he thinks will be the moſt effectual for com- 
plying with the Honourable Governor- general, &c. Council of the Reve- 
nue's orders of the 25th July laſt.” 

Mr. Roſewell agrees in the above propoſal with the proviſo that it ſhould 
be an after conſideration what debts ſhall be liquidated, and what not, and 
this point to be determined by this board; but Mr. Roſewell will hereafter 
give his ſentiments what inſtructions are to be given to the perſons who may 
be appointed. 


Mr. Pye will give his ſentiments on Mr: Dawſon* s propoſal at our next 
meetin 

Mr Higęinſon thinks that the purport of Mr. Dawſon's opinion ſhould 
be given to the guardians of the Rajah, and their anſwer required how far 
they are inclined to comply with the engagements therein ſpecified ; when 
we are furniſhed with this, Mr. Higginſon will deliver 1 in his further opinion 
on the ſubject. 

The Chief remarks that as the revolution propoſed in the management of 
the Amboa farms appears to require the moſt mature deliberation, he takes 
the liberty of recommending that no deciſive meaſure may be im mediately 
adopted; and that, when che reſolution of the ene ot the Board may 


be 


1 


be unanimous in conſequence of the agreement of the Zemindary people to 
our propoſals tendered to them, he thinks, in a matter of ſuch uncommon 
1mportance, 1t ought to be referred to the Honourable Governor-general 
and Council of Revenue, for their approbation and final deciſion. The 
Chief has no objection to propoſals being made to the Zemindary people 
on the preſent ſubject, | | 


_ Conſultation, 6th November, 1778. 


Mr. Higginſon enters the following explanation of the circumſtances at- 
tending his ſhare in a loan to the houſe of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund 
at Burdwan: | | 95 


The Council of this Zillah * was aſſembled the 7th June 1774, on which 
day I arrived at Burdwan; but I remained there only till the 16th of the 
ſame month, when I proceeded to Beerbhoom to complete the buſineſs of 
my former deputation to that diſtrict, On my return to Burdwan, the 1 3th 
of the enſuing month of Auguſt, I was told by the Chief, Mr. Vanſittart, 
that a ſum of money had, in the preceding month of July, been lent to the 
houſe of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund by him, and other Gentlemen at 
Burdwan; and that a ſhare in the ſaid loan was ſet aſide for me, provided 
I would pay the money; which he requeſted I would do, as ſuch an amount 
was wanted to complete the ſum required by Huzzoory Mull and Dal 
Chund, for the purpoſe of their aſſiſting the Ranny of Amboa in extricat- 
ing her from the preſſing importunities of many of her creditors, with whom 
ſhe had been incumbered. It was ſome days before I gave my. conſent to 
take any part of the loan; but the matter on inquiry appeared to me in ſo 
equitable a light as well from the repreſentations of Meſlrs. Vanſittart and 
Bathoe, as from the general reports which then prevailed at Burdwan, 
that I thought I run no riſk either of loſs of reputation, or breach of my 
duty to Government, by engaging in the loan. 1 accordingly joined in it, 
and paid my money to Meſſrs. Vanſittart and Bathoe, with two months 
intereſt. at twelve per cent. which was from the time they had advanced the 
whole of the original loan to the bank ta the day my proportion was paid 1n, 
« The particulars of the loan from the Gentlemen at Burdwan to the 
houſe of Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund were as follows, viz. 5 | 


From Mr. Vanſittart, - - 41,600 © 0 
Mr. Bathoe, - VV 

Mr. Nigginſon, 5 27,111 4.9 

Mr. Lewis, - 18,488 14 10 

Mr, Fleetwood, - - 13,866 10 15 


Sicca Rupees 1,24,800 0 0 
* Diſlrict. F 
cc Or 
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« For this amount a general bond was granted by the agent of Huz- 
200ry Mull and Dal Chund at twelve per cent. per annum, and depoſited 
with Mr. Vanſittart, who had tranſacted the whole of this buſineſs with the 
bank. 1 underſtood alſo, that when the agents of the bank ſupplied the 
Ranny of Amboa, they advanced a till further ſum from their own trea- 
ſury of rupees 41,600, which made the total amount of their loan rupees 
1,66,400. As a ſecurity for the repayment of this loan, the agents of the 
bank obtained an aſſignment of a certain part of the Dowry lands which 
were made over to them and the Ranny's other creditors, to the amount of 
a lack of rupees, eſtimated Jumma per annum. From this mortgage the 
whole of the Ranny's debts to the bank and ſundry other merchants, to the 
amount of three lacks and thirty odd thouſand rupees, to be liquidated in 
equal proportion in the ſpace of five years. 

am ready to declare upon oath, if required, that I paid the full 
amount of my proportion of the loan as before ſpecified ; and further I can 
ſolemnly declare, that I never directly or indirectly received from the Ranny 
of Amboa, or her agents, or from the houſe of Huzzoory Mull and Dal 
Chund, or their agents, any gift or donation whatever. The above is a 
true ſtate of the caſe, as far as has come within my knowledge; and I have 
had no other concern in this buſineſs, chan paying the money as before ſpe- 
cified, and recciving my proportional dividends when tendered to me; the 
latter 'of which have in all amounted to Sicca rupees 5,966 12 3, which 
leaves a balance now due to me of Sicca rupees 17,144 5 6, with intereſt 
at twelve per cent. per annum from the 18th Sawan 1181. 


Burd an, (Signed) Aus: H1ccinsoN,” 
Eh November, 1775. 3 


Mr. Higginſon requeſts the above minute may be tranſmitted to the Ho- 
nourable Governor-general and Council of Revenue. 


Agreed, in compliance with Mr. Higginſon's requeſt, that copy of the 
above minute be tranſmitted to the Honourable Governor- general and 
Council of Revenue with the following addreſs: 


70 the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq, 8 3 Ge. Coimett of 
Revenue at Fort William. 


« Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

% In compliance with a requeſt from Mr. Higginſon, we take the I berty 
to incloſe for your information, Copy of a Minute delivered in by that 
4 Gentleman 
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Gentleman regarding his ſhare in the loan to Huzzoory Mull and Dal 


Chund.” 
We are, &c. 
(signed) E. STEPHENSON, 
ALEX, H1GGiNSON, 
WILLIAM PVE. 
JohN ROSk WELL. 
MATTHEww Dawson,” 


Burdwan, 


6th November, 1775. 


Mr. Pye's Minute. From the advanced age of the Ranny, joined to the 
total ignorance ſhe appears to be in, with regard to every thing concerning 
her poſſeſſions, evinces me ſhe is incapable of acting for herſelf, conſe- 


_ quently there is a neceſſity that ſome able people ſhould be appointed to- 


ſuperintend them, and no plan appears to me ſo proper as that laid down 


by Mr. Dawſon, with reſpect to her revenue, and her allowance; but wich 


regard to her debts, I am of Mr. Roſewell's opinion, that none ſhould be 


eſteemed as ſuch, but thoſe that ſhall be clearly proved to be Juſt ones on 


examination.” oats 25 | 
Mr. Higginſon's propoſal of laſt Conſultation, for giving a tranſlate of 
Mr. Dawſon's opinion as the ſenſe of the Board to the Zemindary Dewan 
and Roopnarrain Chowdry for their anſwer, being taken into conſideration, 


Agreed, That it be aſſented to, and their anſwer required at our next 


meeting. 
Vakeel: 
Ram Sunker Bhoſe, Vakeel of Torrof Monterſer. 
| Received 5th . 
ce have always paid the Malguzary * of Torrof Monterſcr ſeparately, 


and it has never been under the Rajah's authority ſince the Company's ac- 
ceſſion; my revenue hath been regularly paid, and I have never retained a 


balance in my hands. I now hear the Gentlemen have no reliance upon 


me; and that a perſon belonging to the Rajah is requeſting to have it 


placed under his authority. What occaſion is there for another authority 


than mine? I have regularly paid and will pay my Mulguzarry ; if you 
have no reliance upon me, I will give you ſecurity ; I will alſo pay off the 
balance of my debts to my creditors; I will give for my ſecurity a perſon 
ſo reſponſible, as ſhall meet with approbation as well of the Council at Cal- 
cutta, as of the Council here. If any perſon make you requeſts according 
to their own wiſhes, be pleaſed give him an anſwer, 5 

Ie goes (Signed) Rich. KEennaway, Perſian Tranſlator,” 


= 


Land Revenue. 


- Conſultation, 


Received the following Arzee from Sunker Bhoſe, the Amboa Ranny's 
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Conſultation, 13th November, 1775. 
Received the following letters from the Ranny of Amboa. 


ED Rauny of Ambea, 
ce have been honoured with your Perwannah, By your favour all af- 
fairs are tranſacted in this quarter; you have ſummoned Sukdis Sirkar 
Carkoon, and Gocool Sirkar with the account of the former debts. The 
preſent is the Toka ſcaſon; the collection of the Heavy Kiſts“ account the 
preſent year's Revenue and laſt year's balance is in agitation. The ac- 
counts hereof mult be timely prepared, and without the Toka accounts, 
the receipts of the Revenue, and completion of the Kiſts, cannot be ac- 
compliſned. The whole of the above buſineſs of the accounts is ſolely 
the province of the Carkoon; by the utmoſt induſtry 1 pay in the Kiſts of 
my revenue, and diſcharge the debts due to my creditors, This is well 
known to you. By the abſence of the Carkoon, obſtructions will enſue in 
payment of the Kiſt, and loſs in all my other affairs. The ſaid Sircar is 
likewiſe of late appointment, and unacquainted with the accounts of the 
former debts. I diſpatch to you Gocul Sircar and other Mohurers informed 
regarding them. Ram Sunker Bhoſe, my Vakeel, will diſcuſs all matters, 
and will in no ſhape be deficient; you will be pleaſed to excuſe the attend- 
ance of Sukdio Sircar, 0 | 8 
 « You require information alſo how the former debts were contracted. 
They did not accrue in one year. Before the famine an extraordinary ſum 
vas expended in religious purpoſes; and in the famine the expence of the 
Savec lTakoor here, at Bindrabund, Kaſhy, Perſolum, Chetre, and of 
conſtant charity donations, on account of the price of articles, more than 
twice exceeded the uſual amount, An increaſe of expence accrued alſo in 
building the temples for the new and former Takoors ; beſides which, at 
the time of the famine, many Ryotts either died or deſerted, whereby the 
revenue fell in balance in the Moffuſſil, and the Mahls became deſolate. 
I notwithſtanding paid my revenue regularly, and by theſe means am 
become a debtor. | . 
« By your favour my Malguzzary will be punctually diſcharged, an 
debts paid off; no impediment will occur herein. 


| (Signed) Rica», Kennaway, Perſian Tranſlator,” 


Received 4th November, 1775. 


' KRanny of Amboa. 

4] have frequently repreſented to you the ſtate of affairs here; every 
matter is by your favour accompliſhed; my Malguzary will be completed 
agreeable to the Sudder F-demand, and the debts of my creditors are paying 
off; no obſtacle will ariſe in theſe matters; and I hope you will give an 


Payments. _ + Demand from ſuperior authority. 2 
. anſwer 
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anſwer to ſuch who may, falſely repreſenting circumſtances, complain to 
you againſt me. . ; 
% Bindrabund Baboo, of his own authority, and without my knowledge, 

took a farm indirectly under the name of another, He alſo granted farms 

at a decreaſed revenue from that paid in the year preceding by the former 
farmer, and let ſuch Mahls for which an increaſe in the preſent year was 

offered, at a leſs rent to others, and took likewiſe himſelf poſſeſſion of them, li 
At the end of his adminiſtration a conſiderable loſs ſeeming apparent from i 
theſe Mahls, I diſmiſſed ſuch renters as held them at a decreaſe from the 
revenue paid by the former farmer, and increaſe offered, reſtoring them to 

them on Culkeenna* tenure, and letting the Mahls for which increaſe had 

been offered, to ſuch as had agreed to its payment. I receive from them 

their Malguzary accordingly, which they, alſo regularly pay; you will 

learn all further particulars from Ram Sunker Bhole, to whoſe repreſenta- 

tions I requeſt you will pay attention, and reje& ſuch complaints as are 

made to you againſt me. - . | 


(Signed) Ricuv, Kennawy, Perſian Ttrenſlator.“ 
The Zemindary Dewan and Roopnarrain Chowdry now deliver in their 


reply in the name of the Rajah to the Board's propoſal, as given them the 
6th inſtant. ; 


a Raja Teje Chund, | 
; „The Burra Takrannee my grandmother, reſides at Amboa ſhe is 
no very much in years, and has no heirs beſides me; the Torrof Mon- 
teſer, &c. is the Morcurary F farm of my ſaid grandmother. The embezzle- 
ments of her ſervants in Mahl are my loſs : if the Gentlemen of the 
Council therefore, out of favour, be pleaſed to grant to me an order for the 
ſuperintendence of the Mahl, I will pay in the revenue according to the 
demand, ſettle whatever allowance the Gentlemen be pleaſed to fix for her 
expences, and whatever juſt Kiſtbundy | the Gentlemen on inveſtigation be 
pleaſed to form for the payment of her debts, I will pay according thereto, 

(Signed) Rica», KENNAwAV, Perſian Tranſlator.” 


Taking into conſideration the ſubject of the above anſwer, the majo- 
rity of the Board are of opinion, that the terms therein mentioned are the 
beſt calculated for the ſecurity of the Company's revenue, the Ranny's own 
welfare, and that of her creditors, for which reaſon they are of opinion, 
that the lands ſhould be accordingly committed to the care of Lalla Coſſaul 
Chund and Roopaarrain Chowdry the Rajah's guardians ; and that they 
ſhould execute a Cabooleat F in his name, agreeable to their own propoſals; 
firſt, for the payment of the Company's revenue; ſecondly, for the Ranny's 


maintenance, which the Board think may be ſupported tor MRS 15. 
annum; and thirdly, for the diſcharge of her juſt debts, The Chief will 
As und-1=farmers.. + Farm aſſigned for her maintenance. 


{ Liſt of payments by inſtallment, $ Alcaie, 
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give his ſentiments on the whole of the proceedings relative to the tranſ- 
poſal of the charge of the Dowry lands at our next meeting; and in con- 
formity to his Remark entered on Conſultation, the 3d inſtant, he repeats 
his opinion, That in a matter of ſuch uncommon delicacy, prior to any de- 
finitive meaſure, a reference ſhould be made by ſending an extract of our pro- 
ceedings to the Honourable Governor-general, &c. Council of Revenue. 

Mr. Roſewell cannot give his ſentiments on the above proceedings, till 
he knows the tenor of the Cabooleat. 

The majority of the Board think the full purport of the Cabooleat is ex- 
preſſed in their opinion, and the propoſals of the guardians, 

Agreed, That the proceedings of this day regarding the Rajah's propoſal, 
do lie open till our next meetin 
Reſolved, in the mean time, that the Chief be requeſted to put the A 
boa Ranny's accounts under reſtrictions, as there is a report of Kiſhen 
Meeter's being about to proceed with them to Calcutta; and alſo to re- 
peat the ſummons to Sookdio Caarkoon, and enforce his attendance, 


Conſultation, 17th November, 1775. 


The Chief now lays before the Board the following obſervations on the 
preſent ſtate of the Amboa buſineſs. 

« As matters are advancing towards a criſis reſpecting the future charge 
of the Dowry lands, I am deſirous of giving my impartial ſentiments de- 
rived from every circumſtance which has come within my knowledge, The 
Ranny of Amboa, from her ſex, naturally little converſant in any kind of 

ublic buſineſs, much more in the intricate department of revenue, added 
to the advanced period of her age, has been under a neceſſity of truſting the 
fole management of her farm to agents, who have indiſputably been acting 
_ a fraudulent ſelf- intereſted part, as appeared by the great difficulty expe- 
rienced in realizing the rents of laſt year; conſequently, the indulgence 
of Government has, inſtead of anſwering the deſired purpoſe of enrich- 
ing the firſt family in the Zemindary, been perverted by the fruits having 
been enjoyed by thoſe, in whom ſhe has mitplaced her confidence; ſuch 
evil miniſters, therefore, cannot be too ſoon eradicated, as the only effec- 
tual ſtep for producing the accounts required by Government. The 
Ranny ſeems to me to have been particularly miſled reſpecting the non- 
delivery of theſe accounts; by which means the juſt debts on the eſtates 
(for ſoit may be called from the ſuperior valuation of the lands to the ſettle- 
ment) have not yet been aſcertained, and to have literally ſlighted the + 
protection of Government. Thus far the deprivation of her farm does not 
ſeem an unmerited hardſhip; however, to urge every particular on both 
fides, is all-wedly the moſt equitable mode of drawing an impartial in- 
ference, and deciding from thence ; I mean therefore to ſtate the other ſide 
of the queſtion to the beſt of my judgment. 


« The 


; | ( 699 ) 


„ The recommendation tendered by us to the Honourable Governor- 
general, -&c. Council of Revenue, 1n our addreſs of the 26th September, 
in the complex ſtate of theſe rents was, that as the Ranny had not yet no- 
minated a Dewan, that a perſon approved by us ſhould be appointed Super- 
intendant on the part of Government, who might, under our inſpection, 
act in ſuch a manner as to aſcertain the actual debt in which we had met 
with ſuch impediments, and diſcharge the whole gradually, ſo as not to 
interfere with the Company's Malguzarry. By this propoſal I did not then, 


or do I now, conceive, that wreſting the lands entirely out of the hands of 


the preſent incumbent, and making her a penſioner for life on the Rajah 
could be inferred ; and the Honourable Governor-general, &c. Council of 
Revenue, have only acceded to our recommendation ; query, therefore, 
if ſuch a ſtep as this now in agitation (more eſpecially as the rents of the 
preſent year are paid up) may not be deemed an act of ſupererogation ; 
admit further, that ir ſhould be the intention of government, that the tenure 
| ſhould ceaſe with the life of the preſent poſſeſſor, and the lands be re-let 
at their full value; in ſuch caſe the Rajah may be more involved than 
aſſiſted by the revolution propoſed, and a temporary harveſt will merely 
center in a different channel, The addition of the Rajah's ſeal to the ſe- 
curity of Lolla Coſſaul Chund, and Roopnarrain Chowdry may prove ne- 
Ne the forementioned perſons not being at preſent ſufficiently reſpon- 
ble. 2 7 5 
« Though I profeſs myſelf an enemy to the frequency of references 
where they can with propriety be avoided, as they only ſerve to invalidate 
the local confidence repoſed in us, and to onerate our ſuperiors with unne- 
ceſſary matter; yet, in the preſent caſe, where the latitude given us by 
the Honourable Governor-general, &c, Council of Revenue, ſeems rather 
exceeded, I deſire to offer my opinion, that the whole proceedings ſhould 
be referred for our information, whether it is the ſenſe of the Government 
that the lands be taken entirely out of the hands of the Ranny, and ſhe 
remain no longer the reſponſible renter; and if it is approved, that they 
ſhall be given in charge to the guardians of the Rajah, to be held in perpe- 
tuity at the preſent rated ſettlement, from whom the Ranny is to receive 


an annual penſion adequate to her rank, and ſupport of her religious cere- 


monies. Sould this meet the acquieſcence of the Adminiſtration, that part 
- which points out a ſecurity to the creditors will probably not be thought 
an unneceſſary clauſe.” ” —_ ; 

Mr. Roſewell's Minute. Mr. Roſewell has already hinted in laſt Con- 
ſultation, that he cannot give his opinion upon the proceedings reſpecting 
the diſpoſition of the Amboa Ranny's farms, till he knows for certain what 
concluſion will be drawn from them; for the preſent, Mr. Roſewell will 
juſt obſerve, that his ſenſe of the paper delivered in by the Lolla Coſſaul 
Chund, and Roopnarrain Chowdry, in the name of the Rajah, means no- 
thing more than he will be attorney for his grand-mother to pay off the 
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Company's revenue, maintain her, and diſcharge her juſt debts from the 
Malguzary of Torroff Monteſer, as far as it will go; Mr. Roſewell there- 


fore thinks we ſhould, without delay, inveſt Lolla Coſſaul Chund, and 
Roopnarrain Chowdry, with the immediate charge of the Burra Dowry 


farms, to act for the Rajah, ſolely on account of the Amboa Ranny, 


agreeable to the inſtructions they may receive from time to time from 
this Board; and ſhould it be efteemed abſolutely neceſſary, we may take 
their- ſecurities for the faithful diſcharge of their truſt. This is agreeable 
to the Honourable Governor-general and Council's letter to us of the 27th 


lt. for appointing ſome perſons to ſuperintend her affairs. But Mr. 


Roſewell further remarks, that this paper of Rajah Teje Chund is not ſo 


explicit, clear, and full as it ought to be, as it appears to others in a 


very different light to what it does to him; alſo our proceedings mention a 
Cabooleat. Should theſe guardians ſubſcribe their hands to any agreement 


that is of the leaſt riſk to the Rajah, he declares them unworthy of the 
ſtation they hold with reſpect to him; for then they will betray that great 


truſt and confidence repoſed in them by Government. Mr. Roſewell men- 
tions this, as they have acknowledged both publickly and privately their 
readineſs to ſign a Cabooleat, making a transfer of the Burra Ranny's debts 
over to her grandſon, and to take totally away from her all the farms. 
Were theſe men to act ſuch a part as this, they would be doubly traitors z 


firſt, as to their integrity towards this poor minor, whom they would ſacri, 
fice by involving him in trouble by law-ſuits in the Supreme Court, ſhould. 
Government, upon the deceaſe of the preſent incumbent, reſume their 


lands, and allow the female line in lieu thereof, an indulgence of a ſtipuy 
lated monthly allowance; more unlikely things have happened. I he 
Rajah, according to the uſage of the country, as well as what is wrote in 
his holy book, muſt and will pay off the debts of his near relations; but 
then, let us take care not to have him intrapped by thoſe who have charge 
of him: was he a man that could act and judge for himſelf, Mr. Roſewell 
would have no objection to make any agreement with him, on account of 
the Company, conliſtent with the orders of the Supreme Council. Second- 
ly, as to the ſuperannuated Lady of Amboa, by wholly depriving her of 
that which he conliders is not in the power of this Board to do, therefore he 
is determined ſtrongly to proteſt againſt them, if they dare to take any 
ſtep prejudicial to the intereſt and welfare of the family. 

% But he now hopes their intentions proceeded more from i Ignorance than 
any premeditated wickedneſs of their hearts, or he ſhould object to their 
having any thing to do with this buſineſs at all. Mr, Roſewell will hereafter, 
if he is obliged, write more upon this ſubject.“ 

Mr. Pye's Minute. As I underſtand the ground is the property of the 
Company, no aſſignments can, with juſtice, be made upon it without their 
conſent, or that of their repreſentatives; the gift of the ground in Dowry 
to the ole Ranny, far from being in perpetuity to the family, may be re- 


ſumed 


n 


ſumed whenever Government may think proper; as I conceive the intention 
was only to have it confined to the maintaining the female part of the fa- 


mily. This being the cafe, with regard to the nature of the grant, the next 
poſſeſſor will probably be the mother of the preſent Rajah, What reaſon 


have we to imagine that her ſervants will not pillage and a& with rapacity, 
though probably with greater caution than the preſent ſervants have 
done? Is the property of the Company to be turned from the channel they 


intended their generoſity ſhould run in, by a band of ſcoundrels that have 


too long been ſuffered to act with impunity ? Have we not great reaſon to 
imagine that not ten creditors of the old Ranny, that lent money upon 
her Dowry, but what knew into whoſe hands that money went, and often 
were not unacquainted that its deſtination was of ſuch a nature that no 


profit could accrue to the borrower, who, I believe, was in a great part. 


ignorant of the purpoſe it was applied to? Her ſervants, indeed, might, 
in part, though comparatively ſmall in the degree, reap ſome advantage 
from theſe reiterated imaginary neceſſities The time may come, that the 
mother of the Rajah may attain to the age of the preſent incumbent z what 
then are we to expect, but that the ſame ſcene will be acted over again with 
more cautious variety than at preſent? Why not then rcſume the lands, 
have them farmed out to their juſt value, aſſign the ſum of 60,000 rupees 
annually tor the ſupport of the old Ranny, agreeable to the original intention, 
and ſet a certain ſum by every year for the diſcharge of thoſe debts that may 
turn out to be juſt ones on examination? But if, on inquiry, the Nowry 


is included in the property of the Rajah, then let his guardians take the 


management of it on theſe conditions,” 


Mr. Dawſon will hereafter give in his ſentiments on the ſubject of 


the above minutes, 1 
Mr. Higginſon will alſo give his opinion on the ſubject. 


Mr. Roſewell obſerves, Phat the Amboa farms are ſuch a bone of con- 
tention to a ſet of ſelf. intereſted perſons, that he much approves of the 


former part of the plan propoſed by Mr. Pye, and wiſhes ſincerely to pro- 
mote the ſucceſs of it, on account of the intereſt of his honourable em- 


ployers; as to the latter, Mr. Roſewell poſitively denies that the Rajah has 


any property in thoſe lands. 


Mr. Higginſon thinks, that by our next meeting the Board may ſufficiently 
aſcertain, whether or not the Dowry lands are in any ſhape the Rajah's pro- 
perty; on the reſult of which, one of the principal points ſtated in Mr. 


Pye's minute may be determined, 


The Chief, in addition to his remark of this day, will recommend ſuch a 
plan as may appear to him the moſt ſalutary, and fit to be recommended to 


the execution of Government, for the future management of the farms in 


queſtion, at our next meeting, and will endeayour to inform himſelf in the 


intermediate time.. 


As 


1 


As it is a matter of the greateſt conſequence, to aſcertain whether or not 
the Amboa lands are the property of the Rajah, or only a gift from Go- 
vernment to the female line; Agreed, That Armund Chund Mozundar, 
Fatty Chund, Baboo Guddadeer Roy, and Sunker Roy, four perſons who 
are reputedly well acquainted with the nature of the Burdwan Zemindary, 
be ſummoned to attend us at our next meeting, to give us information on 
the ſubject. 

Mr. Roſewell thinks there is no neceſſity for ſummoning the above -· men- 
tioned perſons; as he conceives they will be tutored in the interim, to give 
their ſentiments partially on the occaſion. 

Mr. Higginſon thinks, that in order to prevent any ſuch conſequence 
from a delay, they ſhould be ſummoned immediately to attend the Board, 
in conſequence of Mr. Roſewell's remark, and to obviate every ſuſpicion 
of a colluſion, 

Apreed, That other perſons be ſummoned for the above purpoſe at our 
next meeting. 


Reſolved, That the ſubje& be taken in conſideration at our next metting, 


Conſultation, 20th November, 1775. 


Mr. Dawſon delivers in the following minute on the ſubject of the Burd- 
wan Rajah's right in the Amboa, Fc. Monteſer lands. 

* When I entered the minute on our proceedings of the 3d inſtant, 
wherein I propoſed delivering the Torrof Monteſer into the Rajah's hands, 
to be managed for him by thoſe who are appointed his Guardians by the 
Honourable Governor-general and Council; I looked 2 n it as nothing 

more than doing him juſtice, being convinced he was the true proprietor 
of the benefit ariſing from thoſe lands held by him under the Honourable 
Company ; but as ee of opinion at our laſt meeting prevented the 
propoſal being put in execution, and the principal point diſputed was the 
Rajah's right to the before- mentioned Torof, I beg leave to lay before the 
Board the information I have gained, which, I hope, when corroborated by 
the proper evidence, and the records both of Amboa and the Rajah's houſe- 
hold, will remove every doubt thereof. 

« It is univerſally known, that moſt, if not all, the Zemindars of Bengal 
poſſeſs lands which are ſeparate, and have long been fo, from ſuch as are 
tarmed out by Government to the higheft bidder ; and that they have al- 
ways been extremely jealous of any F inſpection, either into their extent or 
value. The Honourable Company has hitherto indulged them, by forbear- 
ing to interfere, further than to receive the fixed and eſtabliſhed rent. Such 
is the Koofea of Nuddra, Sabbany of Dinagepore, Beleyaute of Beſſenpore, 
Cangee of Totta Sing, and ſuch is the Torrof Monteſer. The benefit 
arifing from thefe lands to the Zemindars 1s generally appropriated by them 
to the maintenance of their families, bur the diſpoſal is entirely at their own 

4 pleaſure ; 'Y 
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pleaſure; for by the Gentoo Law, where there is a male heir the female can 
claim nothing but a bare ſubliſtence. It is even carried ſo far, that on the 


death of the huſband, the wife is obliged to take off all her ornaments, nor 


can ſhe wear any after: by this it is evident, that the preſent Rajah's grand- 
mother can have no claim to hold the Amboa Dowry longer than his plea- 
ſure; nor do | believe any ſuch was ever made or thought of before; the 


Rajah's having ever ſince its exiſtence, until the laſt few years, diſpoſed of 


it and its revenues as they thought proper. Jo render this more clear, I 
will explain the origin of the Dowry, Fo. _ 

« Juggut Roy Zemindar of Burdwan died in the year and left a fon 
about the age of ſix or ſeven years, by name Keterchund. Ihe mother 
during his minority managed his affairs, but when ſhe became old, and he 
of age to act for himſelf, ſhe retired to Amboa, tor the advantage of being 
near the Gongah. Her expences were paid by the Rajah from Burdwan 
for ſome time; but this ſhe found an inconvenience, probably from the 
want of punctuality in thoſe who had the payment; ſhe therefore requeſted 


her ſon would direct his Agents to detray them from the revenues of thoſe 
lands which were near her reſidence. This was complied with; and ſince 


that time a number of towns and villages have been annexed, and the whole 
family made Amboa their habitatton : the revenue of the Toroff paid their 
expences, and the overplus was yearly and invariably brought to the Rajah's 
private caſh, as appears by the records; which | requeſt may be produced 
to prove this aſſertion, when it will be found, that during the life-time of 
the Rajah's Kittor Chund, Chetro Sane, and Tilluck Chund, the revenue 
of the Toroff Monteſer was collected by thoſe appointed by the Rajahs, to 
whom they. rendered their accounts; and that the charges of the whole fa- 
mily, not one particular perſon, were paid from the amount; as alſo that 
an overplus was every year brought to the Rajah's private caſh, - Rajah + 
Tilluck Chund died in the Bengal year 1177, A. D. 1770; ſince which 
time the Rajah being a child, and the family at variance amongſt them- 
ſelves, no accounts have been taken of the revenue, which has given an 
opportunity to the ſervants to embezzle, and, in ſhort, to act as they thought 
proper; therefore this period, 1 preſume, cannot be deemed as a precedent.” 
Mr. Roſewell delivers in his farther Minute on the Amboa buſineſs. To 
J am not at all ſurpriſed at the queſtion that is now ſtarted, to prove 


the validity of right to the Amboa farms called Toroff Monteſer. Had the 
guardians of the Rajah been inveſted with the management of the lands, 


agreeable to their propoſal, in the name of Rajah Teje Chund, this point 
then would never have been agitated ; it met with my oppoſition; and as 
theſe people always have a pretence in molt things they do, to creep in or out 
by, they therefore now claim the Amboa grounds as the property of the 
Rajah; though in their paper they ſay, that the Amboa Ranny has no heirs - 


beſides the Rajah her grandſon. Contradictions with them are nothing; 


for thev ſeem to determine upon getting into their hands the old woman's ' 
poſſeſſions, 
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poſſeſſions, by means fair or foul. I take notice alſo, that Mr, Dawſon calls 
the Rajah the natural heir to the preſent poſſeſſor of theſe valua s. 
This matter ſeems to want to be cleared up; | therefore will, as far as my 
ſmall knowledge will permit me, from the information I have gathered, give 
a detail of it, that 1 hope will put the Gentlemen out of their doubt, whoſe 
indiſputable property the lands are. L | 

en the Bengal year when Juggut Roy was Rajah, he gave his wife the 
Pergunna called Seinpaharry. The above named Rajah had two ſons, the 
eldeſt named Keratte Chund, the ſecond called Meterſon; upon the death 
of their father Keratte Chund ſucceeded to the Rajahſhip ; he was then about 
five years old, therefore his mother managed the buſineſs of the Zemindary, 
and during her ſon's minority, ſhe joined ſome Mahls to her Dowry of Sein- 
paharry, which were afterwards confirmed to be a part of her Dowry, by 
her ſon, when he arrived to years of maturity. While ſhe had the admini- 
ſtration of affairs, ſhe ſeparated the Malguzzary of her lands from the Ze- 
mindary ; and from that period commenced the independence of the female 
line, by her ſolely conducting the buſineſs and collecting the revenues of 
thoſe lands, without the leaſt hurt or interference from the Rajah or his 
ſervants. When Keratte Chund died, his fon Cheterſon became Rajah, 
Who honoured his grandmother with a further gift of a few Mahls ; foon 
after he died, and without a ſon; accordingly his couſin Tilluck Chund, 
ſon of his uncle Meterſon, was proclaimed Rajah. A few years after his ac- 
ceſſion his grandmother died, when his mother, the preſent incumbent, ſuc- 
ceeded to what was then conſidered as an hereditary eſtate; for the female 
line of the Rajah's family, purpoſely tor their maintenance, building temples 
of worſhip, and charity io Fackeers and other religioniſts; and, according 
to the uſual cuſtom, he alſo preſented to his mother a few more Mahls for 
her female Dowry. Soon after this, the Province of Burdwan was ceded to 
the Eaſt India Company, by the Nabob Coſſim Ally Cawn, and Mr. Sumner 
was deputed into the Province to ſettle it, and make a Bundabuſt ; when'that 
Gentleman, with the conſent of the Governor and Council of Calcutta, 
favoured, the preſent incumbent by confirming to her her poſſeſſions ; ſhe 
paying to the Company a certain rated Jumma, that to this day has not 
varied a ſingle rupee; the reſt of the Zemindary was put up at outcry. 
Some time after this Mr. Johnſon ſucceeded Mr. Sumner in the Chiefſhip of 
this Province, when Rajah Tilluck Chund took by colluſion, from Rambeg 
Naug the Amboa Ranny's Dewan, ſundry furniture, jewels, and ready mo- 
ney, to the amount of two lacks of rupees and upwards. The Amboa 
Lady no ſooner knew eit, than ſhe diſpatched a petition to the Governor, Sc. 
Council, complaining of her ſon's unjuſt tranſaction; when they took into 
their conſideration, and wrote a letter, directing Meſſrs. Henry, Goodwin 
and james Lawrell, both of the Burdwan Council, to make inquiry into the 
diſpute and render Juſtice. Thoſe Gentlemen executed their commiſſion, 
and decreed a return of all the effects to Rambeg Naug, who received every 
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thing back again, and went over to Amboa, by order of his Miſtreſs, to 
ſettle his accounts with her, which after he had done, and paid the balance, 
ſhe diſmiſſed him; and appointed Suberam Ghoſe her Dewan, He alſo made 
colluſion with the Rajah, by paying him fifty-five thouſand rupees a year, 
for two years, unknown to the old Lady. As ſoon as ſhe found him out, he 
alſo was diſcharged her ſervice. Then Radicaunt Naug, ſon to her former 
Dewan, Rambeg Naug, was made her Dewan. The Rajah Tilluck Chund 
became angry with his mother, and endeavoured to prevail upon her to re- 
inſtate Souberam Ghoſe in his former ſtation; but ſhe was not pleaſed fo to 
do, and to this hour ſhe holds a claim upon the preſent Rajah for the one lack 
ten thouſand rupees paid by Souberam Ghoſe to the late Rajah. The for- 
mer Council, when there was a balance due to the Company from her Mal- 
guzary, uſed to receive her Dewan, who ſettled with them ; they never in- 
terfered with the Rajah or his people, regarding her payments to Govern- 
ment, nor they again with the Council about her affairs. When Maha Ra- 
Jah Tilluck Chund died, then Teſe Chund was exalted. During theſe five 
Reajahs time the Dowry farms have been ſeparate and diſtinct, and managed 
by the female part of the family. ns g 
„ The abeve, Gentlemen, is my repreſentation of the ſtate of the caſe, as I 
have heard; and I have no reaſon to doubr the authenticity of it, as I never 
knew a claim of this nature to be made before, either by a Rajah, or for a 
Rajah, till now; ſuch diſſenſions there have been, and ever will be, about the 
pillage of theſe lands, fo long as they are conducted by a woman, or by 
men for her; for I know none that I can truſt, otherwiſe I would propoſe 
them, in preference to theſe guardians; I believe there is no choice to be 
found. For thele reaſons, I am of opinion, the beſt plan Government 
could take, would be reſuming theſe lands, and allowing her a certain 
monthly ſalary, as an act of their favour, in lieu of the preſent indulgence, 
that is become an abuſe, It concerns me to ſee you have not yet complied 
with the laſt order from our Superiors, that is ſo plain, a child would have 
underſtood and enforced it long before this. By theſe unneceſſary delays, I 
foreſee no good that will come from it. What ſatisfaction have we given 
the Gentlemen below, from our firſt voluminous proceedings on this 
buſineſs? None. Are we now to give them a ſecond edition to as little 
- purpoſe ? Let us, Gentlemen, if it is not too late, beſtir ourſelves for the 
accounts, till they are procured, and thoſe that we particularly want, We 
are doing nothing ; I therefore move, that the Chief be requeſted to make 
his report to the Board what ſteps he has taken, in conſequence of their re- 
commending to him ſuch meaſures as might appear to him moſt conducive 
to obtain the deſired effect, and then let us proceed on this moſt eſſential 
oint.” | 5 

Mr. Higginſon's Minute, ** By the proceedings which are recorded at 

our laſt meeting, of the 17th inſtant, it has become abſolutely neceſſary for 


each Member of this Board to give every light and information wary By 
— — 4 — as 
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has been able to obtain, reſpecting the origin of the grant, and nature of 
the tenure of the lands at preſent held by the Amboa Ranny. 

lt is a ſubject of great importance to the Zemindary family at Burd- 
wan, and ] wiſh to treat on it with the utmoſt circumſpection and impar- 
tiality. I ſhall therefore only barely relate the following circumſtances as 
| 9581 have come to my knowledge, and leave the Board to judge of the 
acts. 

It ſcems that theſe lands were fr ſet aſide about eighty years ſince by 
the Rajah Juggutroy, and granted by him at a fixed rent to his wife, that ſhe 
might enjoy the profits ariſing from them as a ſeparate and independent ſup- 
port of her dignity, and as a future proviſion for the head of the female 
line. Juggutroy was ſucceeded in this Zemindary by Rerut Chund, Rerut 
Chund by Chutter Seyn, and Chutter Seyn by Tilluck Chund, the preſent 
Rajah's father. The old Ranny, or the wife of Juggutroy before men- 
tioned, held the Dowry lands, without interruption, from the firll grant to 
the time of her death, which happened about twenty-five years ago, whilſt | 
Tlluck Chund was Rajah, The management was entirely in her hands, and 
none of the Rajahs ever interfered with it, She paid the eſtabliſhed rents, 
and ſometimes afſiſted them with money when they were diſtreſſed, as is 
frequently the caſe with the families of the Zemindars, On her death, the 
 Dowry lands (agreeable to the purpoſe for which they were originally let 
apart) reverted to Rajah Tilluck Chund's mother, the preſent Ranny of 
Amboa, who has held them at a fixed rent, on which there never has been 
any increaſe. In the Bengal year 1169 (:763) Mr. Johnſon, the Chief of 
Burdwan, propoſed to the | Council of Calc utta, that an increaſe ſhould be 
levied on theſe lands; and it was referred by them to the Court of Directors, 
who, in anſwer, ordered that they ſhould remain unaltered on the old foot- 
ing. The truth of this latter circumſtance may be aſcertained, and probably 
ſome further particulars relating to the ſubject in queſtion, by referring to 
the proceedings of the Council of Fort William, in the years 1763, 1764, 
and i765. Our records do not go fo far back as the period of Mr. John- 
fon's Chiefship. I underitand that the Amboa Ranny formerly received 
from the Rajah an annual ſum of 24,000 rupees out of his Conſumanny® 
allowances; but on the death of her Dewan, Rambeg Naug, in i171, Ra- 
Jah Tilluck Chund began to gain ſome influence over her, and by per- 
ſuaſion prevailed with her to appoint one Sooberam Ghoſe her Dewan, 
having previouſly made a private agreement with him to pay him the 
| fum of 55,000 rupees per annum out of the profits of the lands. On 
the Ranny's firſt diſcovering that ſuch an agreement had taken place, ſhe 
had a violent diſpute with the Rajah; but he contrived to pacify her by re- 
_ Preſenting his being much diſtreſſed in his circumſtances ;. and ſhe accord- 
ingly conſented to affiſt him with the annual ſum of 55,000 rupees ; how- 
ever, in the year 1176, the poſitively refuſed to continue it any longer, nor 
has ſhe paid any ſum from that time, which gave the firſt riſe to the quarrels, 


®* Allowance. for houſehold expences.. 
2 Is which 


„„ 
which have ever ſince ſubſiſted between the houſehold of the Zemindar and 
eſent Amboa Ranny. : 

* The above narrative, I am well informed, may be proved by referring 
to ſome of the old and independent inhabitants of Burdwan, any of whom 
I wiſh to ſee queſtioned on oath on the ſubject, 

“ Suppoling theſe facts to be aſcertained, I agree with Mr. Roſewell, 
that it is in the power of Government, at their pleaſure, to reſume the 
 Dowry lands; but it is a meaſure that I think would be preſumptuous in 
me to recommend, was I ſo inclined ; as I look upon the deciſion of this 
matter to be entirely at the option of the Honourable Board, and to them 
alone a diſcuſſion on it belongs. They have hitherto ſeemed deſirous of 
ſupporring the rights of the Zemindars throughout Bengal, and will no 
doubt from the ſame motives continue to do it, as far as the different te- 
nures may be judged by them to be equitable. The Amboa lands are of 
very ancient tenure, and to reſume them would not only be a great diſ- 
grace, but a conſiderable loſs to the preſent Zemindar and his poſterity ; 
for if the head of the female line is deprived of a public maintenance, from 
natural conſanguinity ſhe muſt look for ſupport from the Zemindar, the 
paying of which would be a very inconvenient tax on his ſtipend. . 

It has been aſked, who is heir to the eſtate of the Amboa-Ranny ? In 
my opinion the young Rajah's mother, as the head of the female line, is 
the perſon; and, notwithſtanding his guardians are now ſo deſirous of get- 
ting poſſeſſion of them in his name, I dare ſay, that on his arriving at the 
age of maturity, he will be well pleaſed to ſee a tender parent ſo well pro- 
vided for, and will nor regard her being placed independent of him as any 
degradation of his character or authority. As I thus regard the Rajah's 
mother to be ſo nearly connected with the Amboa eſtate as to be the heir 
to it on the deceaſe of the preſent incumbent, and as the latter 1s, now on 
the decline of life, I think we ſhould pay ſome attention to her (the Rajah's 
mother's) recommendation of a perſon or perſons to be appointed to ſuper- 
intend them for the preſent on the ſole account and behalt of the old Ranny, 
as ſhe, from her great age is generally allowed to be incapable of managing 
her own buſineſs. Should ſhe, however, require ſome ſecurity from the 
perſon thus nominated, ſuch ſecurity ſhould be taken, as would ſatisfy her 
that none of the rents would be miſappropriated. The Honourable Board 
have, in their letter of the 27th October, directed us to appoint a perſon 
to this buſineſs, and I think we ſhould no longer delay complying with 
their orders. | therefore, move that we ſhould immediately proceed to de- 
termine on this appointment, on the conditions I have before ſpecified. 

« When this point is effected, it will be the means of affording us the 
greateſt aſſiſtance in completing the execution of the former orders of the 
Honourable Board, for aſcertaining the riſe, progreſs, and ſtate of the Am- 
boa Ranny's debts, which is a buſineſs I heartily wiſh to fee ſpeedily accom- 
pliſhed,” 
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The Chief's Minute. The following is the beſt authenticated account 
which I can procure, relative to the original Dowry tenure : | | 

« Meha Rajah Juggutram Roy firſt ſeparated the Pergunnah of Sainpa- 
hary, farming it at a fixed Jumma to his wife, to enable her to defray from 
the profits, her religious, &c. ſeparate expences. This Rajah dying, left two 
ſons, Kereit Chund, his ſucceſſor in the Zemindary, and Meeter Saine, huſ- 
band to the preſent Ranny of Amboa. During Kereit Chund's minority, 
his mother governed the whole province, {till retaining her farm of Sainpa- 
hary, to which ſhe added ſeveral other Mahls, which compole the Torrof 
of Monteſer; at the expiration of her ſon's minority, ſhe removed to Am- 
boa, Her ſon dying, was ſucceeded by his ſon Chreter Saine; who dyin 
likewiſe without iſſue, the ſucceſſion devolved to Tilluck Chund, grandſon 
of the former, and ſon of the preſent Ranny of Amboa. The dowager 
Ranny, during her grandſon's minority, again managed the affairs of the 
Zemindary; and dying ſoon after in a very advanced age, was ſucceeded in 
her farm by her daughter-in-law the preſent Ranny. | 

« At the time of the company's acceſſion, the Mahl was confirmed to her 
at a Mocurrary * Jumma, and excepted from the general outcry of the pro- 
vince, being regarded ever ſince its ſeparation from the other Pergunnahs 
in the time of Juggeit Roy as a ſeparate proviſion for the expences of the 
elder Ranny, inſomuch that the Council of Calcutta interfered in her be- 
half, againſt an undue authority exerted by the Rajah in concert with Mr. 
Johnſon. 3 . 5 | 
elt appears by the foregoing, that the Burdwan Ranny is the natural 
ſucceſſor to this farm, and that the Rajah's right is entirely preſumptive. 
Till the deceaſe of the preſent incumbent, a perſon, approved by Govern» 
ment, ſhould, I think, be inveſted with the charge of the ſuperintendence, 
the old Ranny's ſervants withdrawn for the eaſter obtaining the accounts 
required by Government, and the perſon appointed be entirely independent 
of the Zemindary people, from whoſe management I have the greateſt rea- 
| ſon to acquieſce with Mr. Pye, that the ſame fraudulent operations would 
exiſt, As I am not acquainted with a perſon whom I could with any confi- 
dence recommend for ſuch charge, we ſhould, I think, in a matter of ſuch 
delicacy, recommend the nomination to the Honourable Governor-general 
and Council of Revenue. An extract of our whole proceedings on this in- 
tricate ſubje& will furniſh them with ſufficient materials to form a clear ſtate 
of the caſe, which reference [ therefore recommend to this Board.? 


Received the following letter from Ram Sunker Bhoſe, the Amboa. 
Vakeel. | 


Ram Sunker Bhoſe Vakeel of Torrof Monteſer.. 


The Rajah has preſented a Darcoſt + for the ſuperintendence of Torrof 
Monteſer, The Gentlemen of the Council have ſummoned Tilluck Chand 


A beneficial rent. + A propoſal, | 
| Baboo, 
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Baboo, Guddadur Roy, Sunker Roy, and Anund Chund Mudgemoider, 
for the purpoſe of information; they are all ſervants of the Rajah, and will“ 
ſpeak as he may direct them; what reſpe& is therefore que to their report? 
A Maha Rajah, Kiſhen Chund Roy Rajah, Huzzoory Mull Baboo, Kullean 
Mull Rajah, Nobkiſſen Gocul Chund Goſaul, Santeiram Sing, and Ram 
Neddy Takoor, are well acquainted with the circumſtances of the Mahl.. 
Be pleaſed to enquire from them, and execute Juſtice, according to their. 
report, „ 


(Signed) Re. K. Perſian Tranſlator.” 
Received the following repreſentation from Rajah Teje Chund. 
Particulars of the Rajab's Darcoſt regarding Torrof Monteſer under bis Seal, 
«© When Rajah Kuret Chund was Rajah of the Province, his mother 
was deſirous of reſiding on the bank of the Ganges. The Maha Rajah 
on this account built a houſe at Amboa, and afterwards eſtabliſhed there 
the Savee Takoor, or religious rites. The requiſite expences were remitted. 
from Burdwan. The whole houſehold afterwards removed to the houſe at 
Amboa, and took up their reſidence there; and the Rajah appropriated the 
Torrof Monteſer, &c. for their expences. The largeneſs of the family re- 
ſidipg at Amboa occaſioned a great expence, and Rajah Chettur Saine on 
that account added to the before: mentioned Torrof the Pergunnah of Nul- 
Ivy, &c. Rajah Tilluck Chund afterwards became Rajah, and the Gentle- 
men, at the acceſſion of the Company, out of favour, confirmed the Mahl 
under his authority, agreeably to former cuſtom, The family reſides at 
Amboa, and the worſhip of the Takoor is allo performed there, The 
Cutchery of the Torrof is ſituated there. The collections of the Torrof 
being completed, the eſtabliſhed Malguzary is paid in at the Sudder *; and 
after defrayment of the family expences, and thoſe of the religious rites, 
the balance of the profits is yearly paid into the Sircar of the Maha Rajah. 
In the year 70, 17,000 rupees was in this manner paid in; and in the 
years 71, 34, ooo; in 72, 43, 100; in 73, 37,3753 in 74, 51,000; 
in 75, 44,051; in 76, 49, 111. The Conſumanny F accounts are ready, 
and the ſums will alſo appear by the Jumma Kurch Þ accounts of the 
Torrof. The Rajah-is in every reſpect abſolute maſter of the Torrof, 
The proof is this; that the profits on the farm were annually paid into 
the Rajah's treaſury z when ſervants were diſplaced, the amount appearing 
due by the accounts, was paid into the Conſumanny. From the year 1179, 
Bridjoo Kiſhore Roy, through ingratitude, deprived me of my authority in 
every affair. The particulars are repreſented in my Arzee, which 1 de- 
livered into the Superior Council at Calcutta. The Gentlemen adminiſter- 
ing redreſs to my grievances, diſmiſſed Bridjoo Kiſhore from his employ, 
and ordered me to receive back the accounts, embezzled by the ſervants of 
* At the head or ſuperior office, + Houſehold accounts. 


Accounts of receipts and diſbutſements. 
T: 


my 


cm 1 


my houſehold. Agreeably thereto, I underſtand, and receive them from 
them. My anceſtors have ever received the profits on Torrof Monteſer ; 
my grandmother is now advanced in years, and without knowing it, by the 
deluſions of my enemies, occaſions my loſs. In a few years conſiderable 
debts have been incurred on the Mahl; her ſervants embezzling the pro- 
fits, and deſolating the lands, have occalioned the loſs. No other heir to 
her of my houſchold ſurvives, Be pleaſed, therefore, that I appoint a ſer- 
vant of credit to the ſuperintendence of the Mahl, and make an adjuſt- 
ment of the accounts of thoſe years. I will pay in the eſtabliſhed revenue 
to the Sudder, and make an allowance for the expences of my grandmother ; 
and with regard to the debts to the merchants, I will diſcharge ſuch as 
may by the Gentlemen on inveſtigation prove Juſt, agreeably to ſuch Kiſt- 
| bundy as they may be pleaſed in their preſence to form. 
(Signed) R. Kennaway, Perſian Tranſlator.” 


Ordered, That a copy of the above repreſentation be delivered to Ram- 
ſunker Bhoſe, the Burrah Dowry Vakeel, and his immediate anſwer to it 
required, 

Agreed, That the anſwer be entered as follows; Reply to the Repreſin- 
tation of the Rajah, under ſeal of the Ranny of Amboa. 5 


5 When Rajah Jugmnitrain Roy was Rajah of the province of Burdwan, 
he granted the Pergunna of Sainpahary, &c. in farm to his elder Ranny. 
Maha Rajah Kiere Chund, his ſucceſſor, was about five years of age when 
his father died. All the affairs of the Chuckla “ were managed by his mo- 
ther the Ranny during his minority, whoſe Mahl at that time was ſepa— 
rately ſuperintended by her Mutſidies. When Kieret Chund attained to the 
age of 19, ſhe left him in poſſeſſion of the Zemindary, and removed with 
the Takoor Sham Roy to Amboa, where ſhe built a houſe for her own and 
his reception, diſcharged her Malguzarry independently, and detrayed the 
religious expences. The charges at that time becoming heavy, ſhe included 
ſome other Mahls in her farm. Her ſon dying, was ſucceeded by Rajah 
Chetten Saine, under whoſe adminiſtration ſhe paid her revenue indepen- 
dently, as in the time of his predeceſſor, defrayed the expence of the wor- 
ſhip of the Takoor, as before, and added ſome other Mahls to her farm. 
Chetter Saine dying, was ſucceeded by Rajah Tilluck Chund, then at the 
age of 12 or 13 years. In his minority, ſhe again ſuperintended the Ze- 
mindary, her Mutſudie Rambeg Naug, paying the revenue of her Mahl 
ſeparately, and independently tranſacting every affair relative to it. The 
Rajah hath in no ſhape any concern in the affairs of the Dowry Mahl. 
* The Ranny afterwards bequeathed to me her farms, and Savee Ta- 
koor, died; and from her death, I have held the management of the Mahl 


ſeparately, paid its Malguzary, and defrayed the expence of the worſhip of 
the Takoor. 


* Diſtrict. Wh 
en 


4 


« When the Company's adminiſtration firſt commenced in Burdwan, 1 
fled through fear with the Rajah, and the whole-of the Mutſudies, to Chan- 
dacona. They all aſſembled there. I told them to go to Calcutta, and 
repreſent to the Gentlemen, the particulars of the ſtate of the province. 

They all declined going, and a general anarchy prevailed throughout the 
Chuckla. I then told my Mutſuddy, Rambeg N aug, to go; he conſented, 
went, and accompliſhed, to the ſatisfaction of the Gentlemen, the buſineſs 
of the province. Afterwards, in like manner, when affairs required, he 
went to Calcutta, and procured their adjuſtment. The Gentlemen holding. 
council in Calcutta, wrote in my favour to Europe, and confirmed to me 
my Dowry Mahl for defrayment of my religious expences in part, likewiſe 
of the ſalary allowed the Rajah. Two thouſand rupees are ſtipulated in 
the Contumanny allowance for the expence of the Takoor at Amboa. 

In the year 70, Mr. Johnſon conceived a diſpleaſure againſt Ram- ; 

beg Naug, and cauled him to be confined by the Rajah, who poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of his effects. The ſaid Naug afterwards complained on the ſubject at 
Calcutta procured the deputation of Meſſrs. Lawrell and Goodwin, as 
Aumeens“, and, receiving back the effects from the Rajah, ſettled his ac- 
counts with me, and paid me my due. This affair is public throughout the 
Chuckla. I afterwards appointed Sooberam Ghoſe Vakeel to the office of 
my Dewan, and intruſted to him the charge of the Mahl, directing him to 
pay in my revenue at the Sudder, and detray my religious and private ex- 
pences. Prompted by ingratitude however, the ſaid Ghoſe entered into a 
connection with the Rajah, and paid him ſome ſums. of money out of the 
Mahl, for the ſpace of two or three years. On receiving intelligence of 
this circumſtance, I diſmiſſed him from my ſervice, and appointed Rada- 
caunto Naug in his ſtead, and notwithſtanding the moſt earneſt entreaties 
of the Raja, would by no means conſent to reappoint him, but confirmed 
Radacaunto. On his deceaſe, I appointed Ramhurry Naug, his younger 
brother. The Rajah about that time entering into a connection with the 
Gentlemen, cauſed him to be ſent for, under colour of a balance due from 
the Mahl, and then placing Hircaras and Soontaburdars + Mohuſſils over 
him, forcibly obliged him to take up loans from the bank, and for two or 
three years more, took from him in that manner, ſome ſums of money, in 
payment of which, with the intereſt, the Mahl hath run in debt. As we 
were one, and he was my ſon, I made no complaint on the ſubject to the 
Reſident, but retain, to the preſent time, a claim for the money. After, 
wards he was unable to take from my officers a ſingle rupee. For ſome 
years I received the allowance of 2,000 rupees for the expence of the Ta- 
koor ;. bur in the reſt, payment was unjuſtly withheld by the Dewan, Bridjoo 
Kiſhore Roy. I have {till a claim alſo on the Rajah on this account, a con- 
fidecable amount is due on thele two articles from him to me, in payment 
of the intereſt, in which, and defrayment of the expences, I have become 
a debtor. The Rajah that never poſeſſed a power of diſpoſſeſſion or com- 
* Auditors or ſuperviſors. 
+ Guards accampanying perſons in cuſtody but not in cloſe confinement, 
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firmation in the Mahl, or of diſmiſſing or appointing its fervants. My 
Dewan hath always attended at the preſence, when the Mahl fell in ba- 
lance, diſcharged it, and received aſſignments for the payment of the Con- 
ſumanny and Megdican charges, which the Rajah's officers have punctually 
received from mine. 

(Signed) R. Kennawar, Perſian Tranſlator.” 


The Chief acquaints the Board, that in conſequence of the Reſolution of 

the 13th inſtant, he ſent a poſitive order to the Amboa Ranny, to ſend in 
all the original accounts of the Burra Dowry as before required; and that 

the Vakeel has informed him, they will arrive at Burdwan this evening. As 
the inveſtiture of a perſon to take charge of the Amboa lands is a matter 
of ſo much importance, and as there is a difference of opinion with regard 
to the mode of doing it, 
 Aereed, We addreſs the Honourable Governor-general, &c. Council of 
Revenue, and tranſmit them Extract of our Proceedings on the ſubject, + 
A true Extract, 

(Signed) D. H. M®Dowarr, Secretary. 


Extrat? of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, gth Fanuary, 1776, 


Read the following tranſlations of four petitions from the Ranny of 
Amboa. 
2 ranſlation of a Letter from the Ranny of Ales. 

« The revenue of the Mahls under the Dowry is now paid up, agree- 
able to the demand of Government, and God favouring, there ſhall be no 
backwardneſs in diſcharging it with the ſame punctuality in future; but the 
Choutah (inferior) Ranny, my ſon's wife, ſpares nothing in her power, to 
manifeſt her ill-will and enmity towards me, perſevering invariably in her 
wiſhes to render me light. For inſtance, I underſtand ſhe has juſt tranſ- 
mitted a petition to the Council, through her Vakeel Dowlie Chund, filled 
with ſcandal and ill-will againſt me. This circumſtance I deemed it ne- 
ceſſary to repreſent to you; I am hopeful that the calumny will have no 
effect, but that Government will order it ſo that I ſhall be able to live in 
eace at Amboa, performing my ablutions and devotions. Nundo Duloll 
Mullick will wait upon you as my Vakeel, to any thing repreſented by 
n on my part, 1 hope you will lend a favourable ear,” 


Tranſlation of a Petition from the Ranny of Amboa. 


„ The Mahls of Sayne Pauc, dependent upon the Dowry, has been 
managed in ſuch a manner as to affect the payment of its eſtabliſhed reve- 
nue; but lately, owing to the famine, and the many heavy charges it was 
encumbered with, a conſiderable debt was incurred in keeping up the pay- 
ment of its rents. The merchants from whom this money was borrowed 
| becoming 
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becoming very preſſing in their demands for payment, I took a ſum of 
money on loans from the houſe of Huzzoory Mull and Roy Dal Chund 


and fatisfied them, as you muit be already informed of, and to diſcharge 
the loan, I received from Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund laſt year, I made 
over one of my Mahls in their hands; but I do not know, through the bad 
offices of Bindrabund Baboo (unknown to me), they did not obtain poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, and being deprived in conſequence of the means of recovering 
payment of their debt, they have now made a complaint againſt me. 

I underſtand that Bindrabund has written ſeveral anſwers to the Gen- 
tlemen at Burdwan in my name; but I declare that I was not privy to ſuch, 


and that they had not my concurrence, Hearing likewiſe, that upon going 


to Burdwan, he carried with him three or four letters, with my ſeals to 
them; I think it neceſſary to repreſent to the Board, that I am determined 
not to act contrary to the conditions on which I conſigned over the above 

Mahl to Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund ; but that they fhall receive 
payment of their debt agreeable thereto; whilſt, at the ſame time, I will 
not be backward in paying up the revenue of the ſaid Mahl, but diſcharge 
it regularly, Kiſt by Kiſt, by merchants at Calcutta; or if the Board are 
any ways diffident on this head, I will engage to pay it in whatever other 
manner may be deemed ſatisfactory. 1 


« I have only further to beg, that no attention may be given to any thing 


that Bindrabund may preſent to you, under the covers bearing my ſeals, 
which he has in his poſſeſſion, — _ : EEO 

« I thought it indiſpenſably incumbent on me to inform you of theſe 
circumſtances. 


(Signed) ChAlMERS. P. T.“ 
Tranſlation of s Letter from the Ranny of Amboa, dated 27th Cartick. 


„ juſt underſtand, that the Governor-general and Council have writ- 
ten to the Gentlemen at Burdwan, deſiring them to ſequeſter the Dowry 
Mahls, and put them under the management of ſome other perſon; in con- 
ſequence of which, I ſend Kiſhen Ram Metre to the Preſidency, in order 
fully to unfold the ſituation of my affairs to the Council. I have paid up 
my revenue regularly hitherto, and will anſwer it with the ſame punctuality 
in future; I will alſo fulfil the conditions of the ſettlement made with my 


creditors without evaſion , I am hopeful, therefore, as this is the caſe, and 
as the Dowry Mahls have been from time of old in my poſſeſſion, and 1 


have enjoyed them uninterruptedly till now, ever ſince the time of the Com- 
pany, that government will continue them to me on their former footing, 
and I will not be backward in the payment of Government's revenue, or 1n 
the diſcharge of the debts I owe to merchants, : 


4 Y Letter 
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Letter fram the Ranny of Ambog. 


ce « f already fully repreſented the ſlate of my affairs to you in another 
letter, which I hope will have come under your inſpection. 

„ am actively ſubſervient to your orders; I have diſcharged my reve- 
nue regularly hitherto, and, God favouring, will always continue to do fo. 
I will alſo pay off my creditors agreeable to the ſettlement that has been 
formed with them; or if the Council are not ſatisfied with this aſſurance, I 
will give a creditable ſecurity at Calcutta for the performance of it,” 


Read the two following tranſlations of petitions On the Rajah of 
Burdwan, 


From the Rajah of Shs, 


« You will be acquainted with what 1 wrote you in a former petition on 
the ſubject of Amboa. Bridjoo Kiſhore having obtained the manage- 
ment of affairs, counteracts my intereſt in every particular. Having 
placed people of his own in Amboa, he has aſſumed the poſſeſſion of the 
Mahl of Toroff Monteſer, to the prejudice of the revenues, and has oc- 


caſioned conſiderable debts being incurred to merchants, 


6 In the month of Chaite, my paternal grandmother came to Burdwan- 
houſe, when I told her repeatedly, that Toroff Monteſer was formerly a 
profitable Mahl, but that now it yielded no advantage whatever, and was 
incapable to pay the revenue; that it alſo had incurred conſiderable debts 


to merchants, and that the ſervants belonging to it had been guilty of 


great embezzlements; that as ſhe could not underſtand theſe things her- 
ſelf, it was proper ſne ſhould remain here; that her going to Amboa was 
unneceſſary; and that I would pay her here her religious and other ex- 
pences, anſwer the revenues at the Sudder, and diſcharge the debts that 


had been incurred to merchants. To this repreſentation ſne anſwered, that 


ſne had not been able to underſtand her ſervants accounts for five years 


back; that a loſs had accrued in a profitable farm, and debts had been 


incurred, which ſhe could not conceive the cauſe of; that for the above 
reaſon ſhe would remain here, and authoriſe me to ſend ſome truſt-worthy 
perſon to enquire into the ſtate of the Mahl, and exact accounts from her 
ſervants. Accordingly, I made the officers at Amboa be called upon for 
their accounts, and diſmiſſing my grandmother's former unfaithful ſer- 


vants with her privity, put in people of my own whom I could depend 


upon. Theſe people accordingly began to. adjuit the affairs of the Mahl, 


and had actually proceeded in proving an embezzlement, appearing by the 


accounts of one Kiſhen Metre, a low fellow, a Seak writer (writer of the 
daily receipts of revenue); but upon this my grandfather's unfaithful ſer- 
vants coilulted together, and having given my grandmother bad advice, 
carried her from hence to Amboa, under pretence that ſhe might perform 
her ablutions in the Ganges, and then did not deliver up their accounts, 

66 My 
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« My grandmother, from her advanced age, is impaired in her under- 
ſtanding, and 1s utterly unacquainted with her own intereſt. She entruſts 
her ſeal with a ſlave girl, and I have heard, that Kiſhen Metre made out a 
petition ſuitable to his own meaning, and got this ſlave girl to affix my 
grandmother's ſeal to it; which petition he ſent to the Gentlemen. If my 


grandmother was in her proper underſtanding or ſenſes, this would not 


have happened. Bad men have the management of my family. Bridjoo 
Kiſhore on his way from Calcutta ſtopt his boat at Goſalel Gunge, and 
from thence ſent for the officers of Amboa by Kiſhen Metre, with whom 
he conſulted ; and then ſent to tell my mother to inveſt Kiſhen Metre with 
a Dewannee Sepai, and appoint him her Dewan z which ſhe, agreeably to 
his advice, accordingly did, without ever informing me of the matter. 


] am hopeful, that the Council will favour me by iſſuing a Perwannah, 


or deſiring that my mother do leave Amboa, and return to the houſe at 
Burdwan, and that the Cutcherry may be alſo removed here, when the ac- 
counts of her former ſervants can be taken in her own preſence; and I 
will diſcharge whatever debts ſhe has to pay to merchants, as well as anſwer 


the Sudder revenue, and defray all her future expences. Let a Perwannah | 


be given to this effect.“ 


Tranſlation of a Petition delivered in by the Rajah of Burdwan. 


« The ſtate of affairs here will be already known to you from Doolee 


Chund my Vakeel. I beſtow the utmoſt attention and pains on the im- 
provement of the country, and am ſolicitous day and night for the punc- 
tual payment of my revenue, that I may acquire a character with the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council. 1 

« The ſum ſettled by Government for my allowances was much ſmaller 
than what was granted to any other Zemindars, as will appear by the re- 
cords. It is with difficulty, it is barely ſufficient to anſwer my common ex- 
pences ; indeed this year I have been obliged to borrow money to diſcharge 
the expences of my marriage. ; 5 

ce It is an eſtabliſned cuſtom whenever a marriage or funeral happens in 
my family, for the Ryotts voluntarily to impoſe a Mhatoote“ of the amount 
of one month's rents upon themſelves, in order to defray the expences 
made on ſuch occaſion, The Company can derive no diſadvantage from 
this collection, the Ryotts will pay it voluntarily, but I cannot receive it 
without an order from Government. I am hopeful, therefore, that I ſhall 
be permitted, agreeable to ancient cuſtom, to accept of this aid from the 
Ryotts, that I may be able to pay off the debts I have 1ncurred. 


« Toroff Monteſer, my farm, is ſituated in Amboa. There has been 


from ancient time, a houſe kept in that diſtrict for the Zenanas7 of our fa- 
mily; we have allo a place of religious worſhip there, and my grandmo- 
ther with her retinue likewiſe reſides at it. There is likewiſe a Cutcherry 


* An occaſional tax. =, + Seraglios, 
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at the ſame place where, the revenues of Torof Monteſer are received» 
and from them remitted after deducting charges. Here Bridjoo Kiſhore, 
who, it is well known, has all along proved a bad ſervant to me, ſent of 
himſelf a Naib “ into the above Torof, and impoveriſhed it in ſuch a man- 
ner that it could not diſcharge its revenue; and a conſiderable debt has been 
incurred on this account. At the time my allowances were ſettled, a ſmall | 
remiſſion was granted me, and I was gtven to expect that ſuch a further 
one as ſhould appear requiſite would be allowed me afterwards ; but in the 


mean time, my ſervants conſpiring againſt my intereſt, have ruined the 


Mahl. My grandmother 1s advanced in years, and cannot diſtinguiſh her 
own intereſt ; her age has impaired her underſtanding. In conſequence of 
a complaint from certain merchants, the Council here were ordered to make 


an inquiry into the affairs of Amboa, and they accordingly deputed Mr. 


Duncanſon for that purpoſe. Upon this being in agitation, I repreſented, 


that as there was a Zenana at Amboa, it was not proper to fend any Gen- 


tleman there; that I had the accounts of that diſtrict under the examination; 


and that 1 ſhould not be backward in paying whatever ſums might appear 
to be juſtly due to the merchants : however this repreſentation not being 
heeded, Mr. Duncanſon was ordered to proceed, Afterwards I entreated 
the Council, as. no gentleman, ſince the commencement of the Engliſh 
authority, had ever been at the Zenana Dowry, if one was ſent there now, 
that a Dewan or Mutſuddie on my part might be allowed to accompany him; 


but they anſwered they would allow no perſon whatever to accompany Mr: 


Governor-gene« 
ral's motion re- 


Duncanſon, and that if 1 ſent any body without informing them, it would 


not be well for me, and that they would force him to return. On the 12th 
of Bahadoon they accordingly diſpatched the above Gentleman into Am- 
boa, and he is now there in conſequence. 

« Let me be allowed to cauſe my unfaithful ſervants in the Pergunnah 
to render me an account of their embezzlements, and to refund the amount 
of the ſame, I am ready to ſatisfy all debts juſtly due to the merchants, 
and will make good Government's revenue. 

Let a Perwannah be written to the Gentlemen here, deſiring them 
not to oppoſe me in effecting the above end, but to aſſiſt me in it. 

Governor general. Underſtanding that Kiſhen Ram Metre, the Dewan 


n the Ranny of Amboa, is yet in Calcutta, I move that he be called 


of Amboa. 


upon to produce the ſecurity propoſed by the Ranny for the punctual pay- 
ment of the rents due to Government for her Dowry lands, and of her 
private debts; and that if the ſecurity ſnall be ſuch as this Government 


can have no juſt exception to, that the lands be continued in her poſſeſ- 


Mr. Francis's 
opinion. 


ſion, under the charge of ſuch perſons as ſhe ſhall appoint to ſuperintend. 
therein, 


Mr. Francis. The age and nfiemicies of the Ranny make her in m 
opinion incapable of acting or judging for herſelf; any offer, therefore, 


now made in her name muſt be underſtood to come from her ſervants, 


* A Deputy, | 
8 5 whoſe 


fixed annuity out of the lands. 


„ 


whoſe frauds and embezzlements, while they had the management of the 


eſtate, have evidently reduced her to her preſent : diſtreſs. But ſuppoſing it 
were otherwiſe, and that ſhe herſelf was capable of acting, I ſhould. ſtill be 


5 N that it would be improper to leave her in the management of 
the lands. | | 


« have no idea © 


ing from one widow to another; there is no natural courſe of deſcent from 
the wido of the late proprietor to the widow of the pteſent, nor do I believe 
that by tie cuſtom of this or any other country, even a fictitious relation of 
this kind exiſts between them. The proviſion for widows ſhould be by a 
The conlequence of giving them the poſ- 
ſeſſion and management of the lands themſelves may be, that by their in- 
fluence over their huſbands, or over the heirs, if they be minors, they 
will by degrees diſmember and get poſſeſſion of the beſt part of the eſtate, 
which of courſe will fall into the hands of her ſervants. The embezzlement 
and miſmanagement of the Amboa lands ſhew how unequal a woman mult 
at all times be to the management of landed property. I think that the 
Amboa lands belong to the Rajah ; the prefent circumſtances require, that 
his guardians ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of them; that a fixed ſum 
ſhall be paid out of the revenues for the old Ranny's maintenance; that 
the guardians ſhall be anſwerable to Government for the payment of the 
Malguzarry; and that the reſidue ſhall be ſet apart and reſerved for the 
payment of her juſt debts, proved to the ſatisfaction of the Board. 
Mr. Barwell. © I acquieſce in the Governor-general's motion, 
The Honourable Mr. Monſon. It appears from all the papers now be- 


capable of tranſacting her own concerns; the propoſal now made in her 
name mult therefore be ſuppofed to come from her ſervants, who have, 
as appears from various circumſtances, been concerned in reducing her by 
their malpractices to her preſent diſtreſſed ſituation ; I therefore think call- 
ing upon the man to produce ſuch ſecurities as he may have to offer, to be 
unneceſſary, as this Government have the ſecurity of the lands to any de- 


mands which Government may have on the Ranny for her rents due to 
them. 


General Clavering. © I am againſt the motion of the Governor-general, Centers opi- | 
becauſe I think that leaving the lands under the management of the Ranny's Wes. 


officers, would render them liable to be applied to the ſame ule to which it 


appears they have been hitherto ſubject. All the Gentlemen of the Burd- 
wan Council, however they may diſagree in other points, affirm, that 


there have been great embezzlements in the management of the Ranny's 


revenue; and that the debt which is ſaid to have been contracted, has ariſen 
from thoſe embezzlements. I am of opinion, that the Rajal''s guardians 
ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of the Amboa lands, that a-fixed ſum ſhall be 
paid out of the revenues for the old Ranny's maintenance z that the guar- 


dians- 


f an hereditary right to the poſſeſſion of lands deſcend- 
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Governor-gene- 
ral's minute, 


11 


dians ſhould be anſwerable to Government for the payment of the Malgu- 
zary; and if it ſhould appear that money has really been lent to the Ranny, 
and that the debts have not ariſen from fictitious loans, that the reſidue 
ſhould be ſct apart and reſerved for the payment of the juſt debts proved 
to the ſatisfaction of this Board. 

Governor general. Much ſtreſs has been laid on the age, infirmities, 
and incapacity of tne Ranny of Amboa, and the embezzlements oi her ſer- 
vants, and her preſent diſtreſſed condition; I know of no facts which juſtify 
theſe poſitions. I believe the Ranny is no more than 6o years of age; 
from her converſation with Mr. Duncanſon, ſhe does not appear deficient 


in underſtanding; her ſervants have been charged with embezzlements 


only by thoſe who now ſolicit to be put in their place; ſhe has paid up 
her rents with punctuality, nor are her private diſtreſſes fo remarkably 
great as to juſtify her diſpoſſeſſion. I do not know on what principle this 
Board can now examine the titles by which ſhe originally became poſſeſſed 
or now holds poſſeſſion of her lands; they have been her property ſince 
many years before the Company had acquired any beyond the bounds of 
Calcutta and their trading factories. It is therefore too late at this 
time, and contrary even to the principles laid down by this Board, to in- 
quire into the validity of a tenure of fo ancient landing. I am of opi- 
nion therefore, that ſhe cannot be diſpoſſeſſed without injuſtice; but if the 
Board judge otherwiſe, as appears from the tenure of the preceding mi- 

nutes, I can ſee no cauſe for withholding them from the immediate poſ- 
ſeſſion of Government. The lands m. ght be let to farm; a monthly por- 


tion of the collections might be allotted to the maintenance of the old 
Ranny, and a part appropriated to the payment of the debts contracted b 


her on mortgages of her rents. This though not ſtrictly conformable to 
right, would ſtill leave the Ranny in a ſtate perhaps equal to that which 
ſhe derived from the entire poſſeſſion of her lands; and enſure to Go- 
vernment the full value of the lands of which the difference ariſing from 

their real amount, and that to be accounted for by Lollo Coffaul Chund 
and Roopnarrain Chowdry, will be their profit or ſhare between them and 
the Ranny of Burdwan; and I ſee no reaſon for giving a preference to 
theſe before the ſervants of the Amboa Ranny, whether on account of 


- ſuperior right, abilities, or integrity. 


« The manner in which the debt due to Rajah Huzzoory Mull and Dal 


Chund from the Ranpy of Amboa has been ſo clearly explained by Mr. Van- 


ſittart's letter, entered in Conſultation of the 28th November, and that of Mr. 
Higginſon read this morning, as well as in the narrative, and on examination 
of Mr. Bathoe, that I ſhall ſay nothing more on the ſubject, than to ex- 


preſs my hope that the Court of Directors will form their opinion of this 


tranſaction on theſe and the other documents which they will meet with 
on our proceedings. 


4 General 
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General Clavering. © The Governor- general mentions p much ſtreſs has General's ober- 
been laid on the age, infirmities, and incapacity'of the Ranny of Amboa, e be aj 
1 | G | . & i nor- genera 
and the embezzlements of her ſervants, and her preſent diſtreſſed condition; minute, 
I know of no facts which juſtify theſe poſitions ; I believe the Ranny is 


a 


not more than 60 years of age; from her converſation with Mr. Duncan- 


ſon, ſhe docs not appear deficient in underſtanding.” 


„In anſwer to this part, I beg leave to enter Mr. Duncanſon's queſtions, 


with her replies to them, 


Queſtion. Did you empower 
your late Dewan Bindrabund to pro- 
ceed to Burdwan, to act for you with 
reſpect to the inquiries ordered to be 
made into the ſtate of your debts, 


and particulars of the Dowry loan 


by the Honourable Governor-gene- 
ral and Council? 


« Oueſtion. Was the ſubjet of 
the firſt letter delivered in by Bin- 
drabund in anſwer to the Board's 
order on the ſubject of the Dowry 
loan, wrote by your order or Know- 


ledge, as it was not ſealed with your 
mar 


« Queſtion. In your letter to the 


acting Chief, you therein mention 
that you empower Bindrabund fully 
to tranſact every affair relative to the 
buſineſs at the Dowry farm? For 


what reaſon then did you fo ſoon af- 


ter counteract his commiſſion, and 


why did you not adviſe the Burdwan 


Council? 


% Queſtion. What was the ſertled 
rate ot intereſt at the commencement 
of the loan made to the Dowry, and 
e at 


e Anſwer. I did not empower 
Bindrabund to go to Burdwan to act 
in the manner he has done regarding 
the Dowry debts. I empowered 
him to act in a proper manner with 
regard to what might be aſked him 


but inſtead of that, he gave in a 


Baramund“ which is entirely falſe, for 


which I diſmiſſed him. 


«& Anſwer, The firſt letter that 
you ſay was given in by Bindrabund, 


1 know nothing about it; it was done 


entirely of himſelf. 


&« Anſwer, In the letter T wrote 
to the acting Chief, I therein 
mentioned that I was much indif- 
poſed, and begged that he would 
excule my coming, as it was not. 
cuſtomary for women to be ſum- 
moned. I wrote nothing elſe, nor 
did J ever empower Bindrabund to 
act in the manner he has done; I. 
therefore diſmiſſed him, being appre- 
henſive that he would ſtrive to hurt 
me in ſomething elſ-; as he acted 
agreeable to his own pleaſure and 
without my knowledge or conſent, . 
I therefore diſmiſſed him quickly 
without acquainting the Council. 

„ Anſwer. I was not acquainted : 


with any loans having ever been 
made, nor with any rate of intereſt; - 


. 


* A complaint, 
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at what period was the firſt loan 
made ? 


« Yeſtion. Was the debt now 
claimed by Huzzoory Mull and 
Dal Chund on the Dowry land an 
actual original loan, or a transferred 


one, and contracted by your deſire 


and approbation ? 1 

« -Oeſticn. Did you empower 
Ramhurry Naug while he was your 
Dewan, from the year 1177 to 1181, 
to execute any deeds in your name, 
and under your ſeal? 


Queſtion. Did you empower 


Ramhurry Naug and Kiſſen Ram to 
execute a bond to Huzzoory Mull 
and Dal Chund for rupees 1,66,000 
in the month of Sawun 1181? 

«© Oveſtion. Did you further em- 
power the two forementioned agents 
to grant an aſlignment on certain 
lands included in your Dowry, as 
ſecurity for payment -of the above 
bond? wy 

« Oveſtiomn, What is the exact 
amount of the Dowry debts for mo- 


ney lent, and for which each creditor | 


has received your bond? 

„ Oveſtion, Were any transfers 
of debrs diſcharged by the loan you 
received from Huzzoory Mull and 
Dal Chund ? T 


« Queſtion. If ſuch transfers were 


diſcharged, were they executed by 


your conſent or authority, and did 


you conſider ſuch transfers as legal 
debts? 


borrowed 


11 I had, I ſhould have taken care 


that I ſhould not have been ſo much 
in debt, nor am I acquainted in what 
year any loans were made. 

« Anſwer. I know nothing. con- 


cerning the loan made from Huz- 


zoory Mull and Dal Chund. 


„ Anſwer. Ramhurry Naug, 
when he wanted my ſeal to put to 
my papers that were in my opinion 
proper, I gave it to him; at theſe 
times he might have taken the ad- 
vantage to put it to other papers 
that I was 1gnorant of; but I never 
empowered him to put it to any pa- 
pers without firſt acquainting me. 

% Anſwer, I never empowered 
them to borrow 1,66,000 rupees 
from Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund. 


« Anſwer, I never empowered 
Ramhurry Naug, or Kiſſen Roy, to 
give an aſſignment upon any part of 


the Dowry lands for any money lent 


by Huzzoory Mull and Dal Chund; 
I am entirely unacquainted with it. 

E Anſwer. Thoſe people who 
the money know the 
amount, I am entirely ignorant of it. 


* Anſwer. When the money was 
borrowed from Huzzoory Mull and 
Dal Chund, I knew nothing of it; 
then how can I know whether any 


transfers were diſcharged with it? 


« Anſwer, I know nothing of 
the matter; I am entirely ignorant 
of any transfers, TOC 


„ Qusſtion. 


( 7 
e QNueſtion. Who do you intruſt * Avſwer, I have not appointed 


with the management of your affairs any Dewan as yet; I have only a 
at Burdwan, and what degree of Vakeel in Burdwan, Sunker Bhoſe, 
authority do you Inveſt him with? who is only to deliver any letters that 
| may come from me, and acquaint 
you with any thing 1 order him, 

and to pay up the Malguzarry.” 


« And further, I join moſt heartily wirh the Governor-general, to deſire - 
the particular attention of the Court of Directors to every part of the 
former proceeding on this buſineſs. They will perceive that fo far from 
the Ranny's having regularly paid her rent, that the motives for this and 
the other loans are alleged to have been made to enable her to pay her 
Malguzarry. I underſtand that ſhe pays about three lacks to Government, 
and that her Dowry lands are really worth about five lacks; if they had 
not been of that value, it would have been impoſſible for Mr. Vanſittart to 
have appropriated the amount of one lack to the liquidation of the debt, 
and at the ſame time to make the Ranny a ſuitable allowance for her main- 
tenance, and to pay the expences of the collections.“ „ 


Governor general. I deſire that all the Conſultations, which have any Goverror-gen-- 


relation to this ſubject, may be entered in the margin of the next general 
letter to the Court of Directors. I ſhall make no concluſions from them, 
nor diſtinguiſh what I think blameable in that tranſaction from what is 
juſtifiable in it. They will form their own concluſions, The General 
has furniſhed me with an additional argument for the propoſition, which 
1 have made in my preceding minute, of reſuming the lands for Govern- 
ment, if the Ranny is diſpoſſeſſed of them, and letting them to farm; as 
it appears that, by the preſent opinion of the majority of the Board, the 
intended managers will have no more to pay there the amount hitherto 
made good by the Ranny, and the remainder, alter deducting the utmolt 
which has hitherto been propoſed for the Ranny's maintenance, will leave 
them a clear profit of more than a lack of rupees, or one-fifth of the co]- 
U 


Board. 


ral's further ob. 


The Governor-general's motion is over-ruled by the majority of the nefatuicn, 


Governor general. As my motion has been over. ruled, and that this Governor-gene- 


ſubject may be brought to a concluſion, I defire the opinions of the Board may 
be taken in form, whether the Ranny of Amboa ſhall be permitted to re- 
tain the poſſeſſion of her lands, or be deprived. of them,” 


ral's fünther pro- 


Mr. Francis. Yes, in the form and manner I have already mentioned, . Francis's 
and the managers to be accountable to the Council of Burdwan tor the beinen. 


whole collection.” 
Mr. Barwell, © I think ſhe ſhould remain in poſſeſſion of her lands.“ 


Mr, Bre cll's 


4 2 Mr. i106, 
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Mr. Monſon's Mr. Monſon, © I think that the Dowry lands ſhould be put under the 
e management of the Rajah's guardians; they being accountable to Govern- 
ment for the Malguzzary, paying the Ranny a monthly allowance ſuitable 
to her rank, and appropriating the remainder to the liquidation of ſuch 
demands on her as may be proved juſt, to the ſatisfaction of this Board; 
and after having liquidated thoſe debts, the part appropriated for the pay- 
55 ment of them to be added to the Ranny's allowance.“ 
General's ori-. General Clavering. I agree with Colonel Monſon.” 
Z Governor general, ] am of opinion that ſhe ſhould be allowed to re- 
tain her lands.“ 


Reſolution. _ Reſolved, That ſhe ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed of the management of her lands 


_ of Amboa. 
Governar-gene- | Governor. general. I have already given my opinion, and I now repeat 
motion. it in a formal motion, that ſince it has been determined, that the Ranny of 


Amboa ſhall not retain her Dowry lands, they be let to the beſt reſponſible 


bidder. It may afterwards be determined in what manner the collections 
ſhall be diſpoſed of.” 


ins Mr. Francis, © am againſt the motion.“ 

Mr. Monfor's Mr. Monſon, “ I am of opinion, that rol lands ſhould not be put up to 
opinion, farm, as that meaſure may be the means of reducing them to the ſame diſ- 
treſſed ſituation as the other parts of that Zemindary, which 1s now let out 
in farm.“ 

General's opi- General Clavering. I think the management of the lands ſhould remain 


nion. 


in the hands of the Rajah's guardians, accounting to the Council at Burd- 
wan for the reſidue of the revenue, after the Malguzarry to the Company, 
and a ſuitable allowance to the Ranny, hath been deducted therefrom, the 
Court of Directors will judge of the propriety of leaving a proper portion 
of the eſtate of the Rajah's, for the maintenance of ſuch widows as they. 
may leave; and till their anſwer can be obtained, no great prejudice can 
ariſe by truſting the management of the lands to the guardians of the 
Rajah ? 
Governor-gere- 3 * am for the motion, but ſhall ſay no more at pre- 
rat's ofinten. ſent. 1 defire the Secretary will form the reſolution of the Board from the 
ſubſtance of the preceding Minutes, and ſend it round for the approbation 
of the Board.“ 
Ordered accordingly. 
Refotutionon The Secretary, agreeably to the above orders, lays before the Board the 
tue Amboa lande. following reſolution of the Board relative to the Ranny of Amboa. + 
| Reſolved, That the Ranny of Amboa ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed of the ma- 
nagement of her Dowry. lands; that the charge of them be given to the 
guardians of the Rajah of Burdwan; that they ſhall be accountable to the 
Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan for the full amount of the col- 
leftions ; and that the Board do appropriate the ſame. to the diſcharge oo 
the. 


( 723 ) 
the Malguzarry, or revenue due to Government, to the payment of 
rupees monthly to the Ranny of Amboa, for her maintenance and the ſup- 


port of her rank, and the remainder as a fund for the liquidation of ſuch 


demands of her private creditors, as may be proved juſt to the ſatisfaction 
of this Board; and that they be further direQed to appoint ſuch checks as 
they may judge neceſſary for enſuring the full amount of the collections. 
Governor general. The blank ſhould be filled up with the ſum to be 
allotted for the Ranny's maintenance, I think it ſhould be 5co0 rupees, i. e. 


60,000 rupees per annum, the ſum recommended by ſome of the Burdwan 


Council in their Minutes.“ 
General Clavering, 


Mr. Francis, 8 


Mr. Barwell, * If the Ranny becomes penſioner to Government, the : 
Government ought to place the lands allotted for her ſupport on ſuch footing 


as to render them moſt beneficial to Government, 
(Signed) RICHARD BarwerLL.” 


Agreed, That we write the following letter to the Provincial Council of 
Burdwan, . N | 


Evtratt of a letter to Mr. Edward Stephenſon, Chief, &c. Provincial Council | 


of Revenue at Burdwan. 
„Gentlemen, 15 . 


« We obſerve in the petition from the Ranny of Amboa, towards the 
_ concluſion of your proceedings, theſe words; The Rajah, about that time, 


entering into a connection with the Gentlemen, cauſed him to be ſent for, 
under colour of a balance due from the Mahl, and then placing Hircarrahs 
and Sootaburdars Mohuſſils over him, forcibly obliged him to take up loans 
from the Bank.“ We deſire you will give us the period of time this alludes 
to, and inform us what is meant by the Bank. 7 8 
We direct that the Ranny of Amboa be diſpoſſeſſed of the management 
of her Dowry lands; that the charge of them be given to the guardians of 


the Rajah of Burdwan; that they ſhall be accountable to your Board for 
the full amount of the collections; and that you do appropriate the ſame to 


the diſcharge of the Malguzarry, or Revenue due to Government, to the 
payment of 5000 rupees monthly to the Ranny of Amboa for her main- 
tainance and the ſupport of her rank, and the remainder as a fund for the 


liquidation of ſuch demands of her private creditors, as may be proved juſt 


to our ſatisfaction ; and that you do appoint ſuch checks as you may judge 
neceſſary for enſuring the full amount ot the Collections. 
_ _ -- We are; XC.” 

ort William, 


the gth January, 1776. 


4 Z. 2 . | Extract 


Burdwan letter. 


locloſore. 


„ 


Extract of Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 23d Januaty, 1776. ; 


Read the following letter and incloſures from the Provincial Council of 
Burdwan: | 


To the Honourable Warren Hoſtings, Eſq, Governor general, Fe. Council of 
| Revenue at Hort William, 


«© Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

<« Incloſed is a tranſlation of a Perwannah, granted by Mr. Henry Vane 
ſittart when Governor, to Maha Rajah Tilluck Chund, former Zemindar 
of this Province, which Mr. Dawſon has laid before us, in ſupport of his 


arguments for inveſting the Rajah's guardians with the charge of the Dowry | 
lands, and requeſted it © might be tranſmitted to you, in addition to the Ex- 


tract of our Proceedings accompanying our addrels of the 24th Inſtant, 
We are, &c. 
Barden, oP Pia el (Signed) Ks STEPHENSON, 
the 27th Nov. 1775. ALEXANDER HIGGINSON, | 
"WILLIAM PYE, * 
Jon RoOoSEWELL, 
MAT r. DAwSON.“ 


To Maha Rajah Tilluck Chund; under Seal of Henry Vanſittart, Eſq, 


« Your Arzee to the Council, concerning the confinement of Gocul 
Mudgundar for an explanation of his accounts, and impriſonment of Ram- 


beg Naug for his embezzlements in the Dowry Mahl, further requeſting 


that no one may impede you in the receipt of your property, hath been re- 
ceived, and its particulars fully underſtood. 

„ You are the maſter, with reſpect to confining, diſmiſſing, and giving 
the Dowry Mahl in charge to another, give it to whomſcever you pleaſe; 
but without proof of your right, it is improper to afflict or diſtreſs any one; 


you will therefore bring the matter before Mr. Johnſtone and the Gentle- 


men of the Council, and if your property be proved, apply in concert with 


them to the recovery of the money, 


(A true Copy.) D. H. MPowarr, Secretary.” 
Extratt by Fort William Revenue Conſultations, 26th January, 1776. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor-general, &c, Council of 


Revenue, Fort William. 


6 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

& In addition to the information continued in the extract of our pro- 
ceedings on the Amboa buſineſs, accompanying our letter of the 2oth 44. 
and in compliance with a requeſt made by Mr. Dawſon, we tranſmit you 
incloſed Extract from the Conſumanny Records of Burdwan, nn the 

ums 


1 


ſums which have been received at different times by the * from the 
Dewanny farm. Fe ; | 


We are; &c. 
(Signed) E. STEPHENSON, 
ALEX. Hi6cinsoN,. 
WILLIAu Pys, 
Marrhrw Dawson.“ 


Extra of Proceedings of 2 Chief and Council of Revenue at Burdwan, the 
224 November, 1775. 


Burdwan, 
oth December, 1775. 


The Chief acquaints the Board, that the Amboa accounts are arrived,: 
and that he has directed the Tranſlator to prepare a ſt of them for their 
information, 

In compliance with Mr. Dawſon's propoſal, in his Minute of laſt Conſult- 
ation, the Zemindary Dewan and Caarcoon are aſked to produce the Con- 


ſumanny records and original accounts of the Amboa, &c. Monteſer lands; > 
and being given delivered 1 IN, are given to be tranſlated. 


Extraft 2d Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burawan, 7th 
| December, 197 5; 


The Perfian Tranſlator now ſends into the Board the Extracts from the 
Conſumanny Records, as ordered to be prepared the 22d ume. 


Extratts out of the Proceedings of the Conſummanny Records reſpe&ing the 7. af 
Sainpabarry, c. 


Account of Jumma * Kurch of the Profits paid ſrom Sainpaharry, &c. into the katrads from 


"N99 + Mabl in the year 1170, from the Month of Augun Jo the 26th of . 
29 


Torof Sainpaharry, 5 17,000 


The Jumma Expences and balance inſerted in Naggrays, | in Rajah's hand- 
writing. 


Kiſtbundy of Sainpaharry for the year 1171, dated the 1 2th of Bhadun, 
demand for the year, on account the Rhacub, out of the profits on 


Sainpaharry, &c. - 5 — 957000 
Deduct on account Batjee Jumma Salammy — — 9,600 
7 85.400 
Aſſar 5 2,000 
Sawun 8 2,000 
Bhadoon - om 5,000 
Aſſin . - 5,000 


Cartick - - 5,000 
Carried over 19,000 


* Receipts and Diſburſements, + Houſehold Treaſury, 
4 Brought 


( 99 } 


Brought over 19,000 


Augun — 1 1,000 
Poole =: I 1,000 
Ly Signature on the Ranny s part 
Mau GS 12,000 * 
1 e admitted. 
Faugunn 12, o00 
Chayt = - 12,000 


Byſaak = 3,400 
— 85,400 | 
Signature of approbation by the Rajah. 

Jumma Kurch of the profits of Sainpaharry paid into the Kauſdaan Mahl, 
from the 25th of Jayt to Cartick, Sainpaharry, &c. The demand ap- 
pears by the * to . been 1 ues rupees; but this ſum only, 
was paid, . 17,000 


The amount of the Jumma expences and balance wrote in i Nag aggrays by 
the Rajah himſelf, 


 Kiſtbundy of Sainpabarry Sc. for the Year 72. Dated 1915 PR 
Aſſamy. 


Profits on Sainpaharry, incluſive of the Conſumanny expences at Am- 


on - = — * 55,000 
Sawun - - 3,000 
Bhadoon 23, 0oo0 | 
eee - 4,000 
Cartick - - 3,000 
Augun 8 10,000 
Poole — — 10,000 
Maug - - 10,000 
Faugun = - _ 4,000 
„ e > - 44000 


Byſaak - 5 4009 
55,000 
Signed by Sooberam Ghoſe. I will, agreeable to engagement, diſcharge 


the ſum of 55,000 rupees, excluſive of the Conſumanny expence 
at Amboa. 


Kiſtbundy of Sainpabarry, Sc. for the year 1173. Aſamy. 


The profits on Sainpaharry, — 5 - Rupees 55,000 
Sawun - 3,000 = 
Bhadoon - - 190 
Aſſin - - 4,000 
_ Cartick - - 3,000 
Auqununn 10,000 


Carried over 23,000 


Pooſe 


( 77) 


Brought over 23,000 


Pooſe — - 10,000 

Maug - - 10,000 g 

Faugun = - 47000 

Chayt 8 = 4,000 

Byſaak oh 95 4,000 
55,000 


Signed, and the amount inſerted by Sooberam Ghoſe. 
wo Mbh undy of T. orof Sainpaharry, Sc. for the Year I 174. Dated zoth fayt, 1174. 


 Aſſamy, 
 Munnet * for the profits on Sainpaharry, &, = = Rupees 55,000 
Sawun 23000 . 
Bhadoon, 35000 
Aſſin— — 4.90 
„„ 3,000 
Augun =< = 10,000 
Pooſe — — 10, 
Mang 108,000 
Faugun. 43g, 000 


Chayt — = _ 4,000 
Byſlaak = — oo 5 
EY” $45,000 5 
(Signed) Ram CAunT SERMA. 
RA DA CaunT Naus. 
RAMHURRY NAG. 


K. 2 of” Torof Sainpabarry for the Year 1175. Dated 1ft of Sawoun, 


Alſamy, 
Miunnet for the profits on Sainpaharry, &c, - Rupees 55,000 
Remitting account the Dewetter, &c. lands - - — 2,442 
T 47,558 
Month of Sawunn 300 
Bhadoon. - 3,000 
Aſſin - 4,000 
Cartick- = = _ 3,000 
Augun - - 8,000 
Poole = - 9,000 


Carried over 30,000 


N Bengal word, denoting that thoſe ſignatures affixed to the Kiſtbundy are reſponivie for 
the performance of it. 
+. 5,050 ;upecs are for form ſake inſerted over and above the real Kiſtbundy, 


© | | Maug 


Radamohun Takoor, - - - Land 300 - 634 7 
Ramdeb Bundary, «<-  - = Begas 450 - — 1010 7 
| | Ty | |  Matram Land, | | 5 
Ramperſaud Conſumanny, - Begas 100 - T 209 6 
55 5 | Baroomooter Land. 

Juggutram Holdam of Calcutta, - Begas 28 - 46 7 

Guddadur Batta charge of Cuttiapora, Begas 25 54 © 
Rada Caunt Adekary of Calcutta, - Begas 25 - 46 7 
Ram Kiſhen Nepunchanend of Roypore, Begas C 
Hurry Deb Bidianiddy, I „„ / 35450: 
Kedmutgur, - — - De 20 29 7 
Ready Money Charity, > — Begas . 255 9 


( 728 ) 
Brought over 30,000 
Maug - - 9,000 

Faugun - - 3,000 
Chayt - - 3,000 

| Bylaak N - 3,000 : 

| — — 47.558 5 
1 Ram CAUN T SERMA. 
RAM HURRY NAUG, 


Particulars of the Baroomooter and Dewetter. 


Name of the Poſſeſſor. Land beld by him. Its Jumma. 
Bedas of Segabert. 1 


Total Begas 10392 Rs. 2,442 0 
Kiſtbundy of the Torof of Sainpabarry for the Year 1 176. 


Munnet for the profit of Sainpaharry, &c. — 50,000 
Deduct account the remiſſion of Dewetter, cc. 15,222 
. 8 — — 438,778 
awun = — 3000 = 
Bhadoon — — 20 f 5 
Aſſin - = 4,000 8 
Cartick — — 3,000 A 
Augun 5 8,204. 
Poole += - 9,204 
Maug = - 9,204. 
Faugun - - 3,203 
Chayt - - 3,203 
Bylaak | - - 2,760 
48,778 


Signature of approbation of Rajah Tilluck Chund. 
Signed, and the ſum 48,778 inſerted by Ram Caunt Serma and Ram- 


Mr. 24 < 


hurry Naug, 
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